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PREFACE. 


The  folloning  Sermons  were  nol  transcribed  ^ith  nnr  vinw  to  u 
publication  in  Ihia  country.  In  the  year  1773,  I  was  desired  by  a 
gentleman  in  Scotland,  to  transcribe  a  oamber  of  the  author's  aer- 
mon*  OQ  some  of  the  most  plain,  practical,  and  esperimental  subjects, 
that  they  might  be  printed  there.  The  reader  will  hence  see,  that 
it  was  not  the  design  to  pick  oat  the  most  cnrions  and  elaborate  dis- 
conrses,  bat  those  of  a  different  stamp.  Among  the  very  numerous 
discourses  on  practical  and  experimental  subjects  out  of  which  I  was 
to  choose,  it  was  no  easy  task  to  determine  which  to  publish  and 
which  to  omit.  And  different  persons  would,  no  donbt,  in  this  case, 
judge  differently.  Many  sermons,  equally  worthy  of  the  light  as 
these,  were  omitted,  and,  perhaps,  some  that  were  more  worthy  : 
yet,  it  b  hoped,  that  the  public  will  judge  these  not  unworthy  of 
their  acceptance  and  attention. 

The  reader  cannot  be  insensible  of  the  disadvautages  attondmg  aU 
posthumous  works,  especially  sermons,  which  are  generally  prepared 
only  for  the  next  Sabbath,  and  for  a  particular  congregation,  and  often 
in  great  baste,  and  amidst  many  sTocations.  Yet,  if  in  these  sermons 
he  shall  find  the  most  important  truths  exhibited,  and  pressed  homo 
on  the  conM;ience  with  that  pungency,  which  tends  to  awaken,  con- 
vince, humble,  and  edify ;  if  he  sbaU  find  that  serious  strain  of  piety, 
which,  in  spite  of  himself,'  farces  upon  him  a  serious  fi'ame  of  mind  ; 
if,  in  the  perusal,  he  cannot  but  be  ashamed  and  alarmed  at  himself, 
and  in  some  measure  feel  the  reality  and  weight  of  eternal  things ;  if, 
at  least  he,  like  Agrippa,  shall  be  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Chrii- 
tian ;  I  presume  he  will  not  grudge  the  time  requisite  to  peruse  what 
is  now  offered  him.  Tbese,  if  I  mistake  not,  are  the  great  ends  to 
be  aimed  at  in  all  sermons,  whether  preached  or  printed,  and  are 
ends  which  can  never  be  accomplished  by  those  modern  fashionable 
discourses  which  are  deUvered  under  the  name  of  sermons,  but  really 
are  mere  harangues  on  such  moral  subjects  as  have  been  much  better 
handled  by  Cicero,  Seneca,  or  the  Spectator,  and  contain  very  little 
more  of  the  gospel  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  heathen  philosophers.  . 
That  the  important  ends  now  menticHwd,  may  be  indeed  accomplish- 
ed by  this  pablication  to  every  reader,  is  the  sincere  desire  of  the 
public's  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  EDWARDS. 
Jfm-HmtK,  Dietmier  21,  1779. 

N.  B.  The  reader  will  observe  some  sennona  not  dated.  Thoae 
I  Buppoee,  were  written  before  the  year  1733,  when  the  author  was 
thirty  years  of  aire ;  as  in  that  year  he  benn  to  date  his  sermms, 
and  all  written  after  that,  appear  to  be  datea. 
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!~  to  be  equal  to  a  Toot  and  a  half  of  our  meaaure.  But  lat^jl 
some  learned  men  of  our  Dation  have  travelled  into  Egypt,  and 
other  ancient  countries,  and  have  measured  some  ancient  build- 
ings there,  which  are  of  several  thousand  years'  standing,  and  of 
which  ancient  histories  give  us  the  dimensions  in  cubits ;  parti- 
cularly the  pyramids  of  Et^ypt,  which  are  standing  entire  at  this 
day.  By  measuring  these,  and  by  comparing  the  measure  in 
feet  with  the  ancient  accounts  of  their  measure  in  cubits,  a  cubit 
is  found  to  be  almost  two  aud  twenty  inches.  Therefore  learned 
men  more  lately  reckon  a  cubit  much  lai^er  than  they  did 
formerly.  So  that  the  ark,  reckoned  so  much  larger  every  way, 
will  appear  to  be  almost  of  double  the  bulk  which  was  formerly 
ascribed  to  it.  According  to  Ihi!*  compulation  of  the  cubit,  it 
was  more  than  five  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  about  ninety  feet 
broad,  and  about  fifty  feet  in  height. 

To  build  such  a  structure-  with  all  those  apartments  and 
divisions  in  it  which  were  necessary,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
bo  fit  to  float  upon  the  water  for  so  long  a  time,  whs  then  a  great 
undertaking.  It  took  Noah,  with  all  the  workmen  he  employed, 
an  hundred  and  twenty  jcars,  or  thereabouts,  to  build  it.  For 
SO  long  it  was,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  strove,  and  the  long  suf> 
lering  God  wailed  on  the  old  world,  as  you  may  see  in  Gen. 
¥i.  3.  "  My  spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with  man  ;  yet  his  days 
eball  be  an  hundred  and  twenty  years."  All  this  while  the  ark 
was  a  preparing,  as  appears  bj  1  Pet.  lii.  20.  "When  once 
the  long-su0ering  of  God  waited  in  the  day<  of  Noah,  while  the 
ark  was  a  preparing."  It  was  a  long  time  that  Noah  constantly 
employed  himself  in  this  business.  Men  would  esteem  that 
undertaking  very  great,  which  should  keep  them  constantly  em- 
ployed even  for  one  half  of  that  tim^-  Noah  must  have  had  a. 
great  and  constant  care  upon  his  mind  for  these  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years,  in  su peri n lend mg  this  work,  and  in  seeing  that 
all  was  done  exactly  according  to  the  directions  which  God  had 
given  him. 

Not  only  was  Noah  himself  continually  employed,  hut  it 
required  a  great  number  of  workmen  to  be  conslanlly  employed, 
during  all  that  lime,  in  procuring,  and  collecting,  and  lilting  the 
materials,  and  in  putting  them  together  in  due  form.  How  great 
a  thing  was  it  for  Noah  to  underiake  such  a  work !  For  beside 
the  continual  care  and  labour,  it  was  a  work  of  vast  expense. 
It  is  not  probable  that  any  of  that  wicked  generation  would  put 
to  B  finger  to  help  forward  such  awork,  which,  doubtless,  they 
believed  was  merely  the  fruit  of  Noah's  folly,  without  full  wages. 
Noah  muHl  needs  have  been  very  rich,  to  be  able  to  bear  Uie 
expense  of  such  a  work,  and  to  pay  so  many  workmen  for  so 
long  a  time.  It  would  have  been  a  very  great  expeni^e  for  ■ 
piince ;  and,  doubtless,  Noah  was  very  rich,  as  Abraham  and  Job_ 
wtrc  afterwards.      But  it  is  probable  that  Noah  spent  all  I 
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worldlr  subBtance  in  this  work,  thus  manifeBting  hie  feitb  id  the 
word  of  God,  bj  selling  all  he  had,  as  believing  there  would 
sarely  come  a  flood  ivhich  would  destroy  all  *,  so  that  if  he 
should  keep  what  he  had,  it  would  be  of  do  aerrice  to  him. 
Herein  be  has  set  us  an  example,  showing  us  how  we  ought  to 
sell  all  for  our  salvation. 

Noah^s  undertaking  was  of  great  difficulty,  as  it  exposed 
him  to  the  continual  reproaches  of  all  his  nei^bourt,  for  that 
whole  one  hundred  and  twenty  years.  None  of  them  believed 
what  he  told  them  of  a  flood,  which  was  about  to  drown  the 
world.  For  a  man  to  undertake  such  a  vast  piece  of  woric, 
under  a  notion  that  it  should  be  Ihe  means  of  saving  him,  when 
the  world  should  be  destroyed,  it  made  him  the  continual  laugb- 
iog-Btock  of  the  world.  When  he  wa§  about  to  hire  workmen, 
doubtless  all  laughed  at  him,  and  we  may  suppose,  that  though 
the  workmen  consented  to  work  for  wages,  yet  they  laughed  at 
the  folly  of  him  who  employed  them.  When  the  ark  was 
begun,  we  may  suppose  that  every  one  that  passed  by  and  saw 
such  a  huge  hulk  stand  there,  laughed  at  it,  calling  it  AbaAV 
Ml/-     • 

In  these  days,  men  are  with  difficulty  brought  to  do  or  sub- 
mit to  that  which  makes  them  the  objectB  of  the  reproach  of  all 
their  neighbours.  Indeed,  if  while  som'.  reproach  them,  olheri 
stand  by  them  and  honour  them,  tbis  will  support  them.  But  it 
is  very  difficult  for  a  man  to  go  on  in  a  way  wherein  he  makes 
himself  the  laughing  stock  of  the  mhoU  world,  and  wherein  he 
can  find  none  who  do  not  despise  him.  Where  is  the  man  that 
can  stand  the  shock  of  such  a  (rial  for  twenty  yean  ? 

But  in  Biich  an  undertaking  as  this,  Noah,  at  the  divine 
direction,  engaged,  and  went  through  it,  that  himself  and  bis 
femily  might  be  saved  from  the  common  destruction  which  was 
shortly  about  to  come  on  the  world.  He  began,  and  also  made 
mn  end  :  "According  to  all  that  God  commanded  him,  bo  did 
be."  Length  of  time  did  not  weary  htm :  He  did  not  ^row 
weary  of  his  vast  expense.  He  stood  the  shock  of  the  derision 
of  all  hia  neighbours,  and  of  all  the  world,  year  after  year ;  He 
did  not  grow  weary  of  being  their  laughing-stock,  bo  as  to  give 
over  hia  enterprise;  but  persevered  in  it  till  the  ark  was  finished. 
After  this,  he  was  at  Ihe  trouble  and  charge  of  procuring  stores 
fcr  the  maintenance  of  his  family,  and  of  ait  the  vanous  kinds 
of  creatures  forao  longa  time.  Such  an  undertaking  he  engaged 
in  and  went  through  in  order  to  a  temporal  salvation.  How 
great  an  undertaking,  then,  should  men  be  witling  to  engage  in 
and  go  through,  in  order  to  their  elerrtal  salvation!  A  salvation 
from  aD  eternal  deluge ;  from  beicv.overwhelmed  with  the  bil- 
lows oS  God'i  wrath,  of  which  Noah's  flood  was  but  a  shadow. 
I  shaU  particularly  handle  this  doGMoe  under  the  three  fol- 
lowing propositions : 


TWBMTC    SStmoKS    Off  VABlUUfi  BOBiECTS. 

I.  Tbere  is  a  work  or  business  which  inuit  he  URdertakftn-^ 
tnd  accomplished  by  men,  if  tbey  would  be  saved. 

II.  This  busiaess  is  &  grtat  undertaking. 

III.  Mea  should  be  wilhn^  to  cater  upon  and  go  throoi 
tlag  tinderUkiog,  though  it  be  great,  scieiiig  it  is  for  their  o 
salvation. 

I.  Prop.  Tbereisa  work  or  business  which  men  must  enter 
upon  and  accomplish,  in  order  to  their  salvation. — Men  have  no 
reason  to  expect  (o  be  saved  in  idleness,  or  to  go  to  heaven  in  a 
way  of  doing  nothing.  No;  in  order  to  it,  there  is  a  great 
work,  which  must  be  not  only  begun,  but  finished.  I  shall  speak 
upon  this  proposition,  in  answer  to  two  inquiries. 

Inq.  1.  What  is  this  work  or  business  which  must  be  un- 
dertalteu  and  accomplished,  in  order  lo  the  salvation  of  men. 

Ans.  It  is  the  work  of  seeking  sulvution  in  a  way  of  constant 
observance  of  all  the  duty  to  which  God  directs  us  in  hia  word. 
If  we  would  he  saved,  we  must  sedc  salvation.  For,  although 
men  do  not  obtain  heaven  of  themselves,  yet  they  do  not  go 
thither  accidentally,  or  without  any  intention  or  endeavours  of 
their  own.  God,  in  his  word,  hath  directed  men  to  seek  their 
salvation,  as  they  would  hope  lo  obtain  it.  There  is  a  race 
that  is  set  before  them,  which  they  must  run,  and  in  that  race 
come  oir  victors,  in  order  to  their  winning  tlie  prize. 

The  Scriptures  have  told  us  what  particular  duties  must  bp 
performed  by  us  in  order  to  our  aaiviition.  Jt  is  not  sufficient 
that  men  seek  iheir  salvation  only  in  the  observance  of  some  of 
those  duties,  but  they  muet  be  observed  universally.  The  work 
we  have  to  do  is  not  an  obudience  only  to  tome,  but  to  all  the 
commands  of  God  ;  a  compliance  wtlti  every  institution  of  wor- 
ship ;  a  diligent  use  of  all  the  appointed  means  of  grace  ;  a 
doing  of  nil  duty  towards  God  and  towards  man.  It  is  not  suf- 
ficient that  men  have  some  respect  lo  all  the  commands  of  God, 
and  that  they  may  be  said  to  seek  their  salvation  in  some  sort 
of  observance  of  all  the  commands  ;  but  they  must  be  devoted 
to  it.  They  must  not  make  this  a  business  by  the  bye,  or  atfaing 
ID  which  they  are  negligent  and  careless,  or  which  they  do  with 
a  slack  hand  ;  but  it  must  be  their  great  business,  being  attended 
to  as  their  great  concern.  They  must  not  only  *eek,  but  strive ; 
tiiey  must  do  what  their  hand  findelh  to  do  with  their  might,  as 
ben  thoronghlv  engaged  in  llK-ir  minds,  and  influenced  and  set 
I  |(>rward  by  great  desiie  and  strong  resolution.  They  must  act 
s  those  that  see  so  much  of  the  importance  of  religion  above 
all  other  things,  that  every  thing  else  must  t>e  as  an  occasional 
affair,  and  nothing  must  stand  in  com)>etition  with  its  duties. 
This  must  be  ihe  one  thini;  they  do  ;  Phil.  iii.  13.  "  This  one 
thing  1  do," — It  must  be  the  business  to  which  they  make  all 
other  afTairs  give  place,  and  to  which  they  are  ready  to  make 
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2.  Though  it  be  not  needful  that  we  do  anything  to  merit 
salvation,  which  Christ  hath  fully  merited  for  all  who  believe  in 
him ;  yet  God,  for  wise  and  holy  ends,  hath  appointed,  that  we 
should  come  to  final  salvation  in  no  other  way,  but  that  of  good 
works  done  by  us. 

God  did  not  save  Noah  on   account  of  the  labour  and  ex- 

Sense  he  was  at  in  building  the  ark.  Noah^s  salvation  from  the 
ood  was  an  instance  of  the  free  and  distinguishing  mercy  of 
God.  Nor  did  God  stand  in  need  of  Noah^s  care,  or  cost,  or 
labour,  to  build  an  ark.  The  same  power  which  created  the 
world,  and  which  brought  the  flood  of  waters  upon  the  earth, 
could  have  made  the  ark  in  an  instant,  without  any  care  or  cost 
of  Noah,  or  any  of  the  labour  of  those  many  workmen  who 
were  employed  for  so  long  a  time.  Yet  God  was  pleased  to 
appoint,  that  Noah  should  be  saved  in  this  way.  So  God  hath 
appointed  that  man  should  not  be  saved  without  his  undertaking 
and  doing  this  work  of  which  I  have  been  speaking ;  and  there- 
fore we  are  commanded  to  work  out  our  own  salvation  with  fear 
and  tremblings  Philip,  ii.  12. 

There  are  many  wise  ends  to  be  answered  by  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  work  as  pre-requisite  to  salvation.  The  glory 
of  God  requires  it.  For  although  God  stands  in  no  need  of 
anything  that  men  do  to  recommend  them  to  his  saving  mercy, 
yet  it  would  reflect  much  on  the  glory  of  God^s  wisdom  and 
holiness,  to  bestow  salvation  on  men  in  such  a  way  as  tends  to 
encourage  them  in  sloth  and  wickedness  ;  or  in  any  other  way 
than  that  which  tends  to  promote  diligence  and  holiness.  Man 
was  made  capable  of  action,  with  many  powers  of  both  body  and 
mind  fitting  him  for  it.  He  was  made  tor  business  and  not  idle- 
ness :  and  the  main  business  for  which  he  was  made,  was  that 
of  religion.  Therefore  it  becomes  the  wisdom  of  God  to  be- 
stow salvation  an^  happiness  on  man,  in  such  a  way  as  tends 
most  to  promote  his  end  in  this  respect,  and  to  stir  him  up  to  a 
diligent  use  of  his  faculties  and  talents. 

It  becomes  the  wisdom  of  God  so  to  order  it,  that  things 
of  great  value  and  importance  should  not  be  obtained  without 
great  labour  and  diligence.  Much  human  learning  and  great 
moral  accomplishments  arc  not  to  be  obtained  without  care  and 
labour.  It  is  wiselv  so  ordered,  in  order  to  maintain  in  man  a 
due  sense  of  the  value  of  those  things  which  are  excellent.  If 
great  things  were  in  common  easily  obtained,  it  would  have  a 
tendency  to  cause  men  to  slight  and  undervalue  them.  Men 
commonly  despise  those  things  which  are  cheap,  and  which  are 
obtained  without  difficulty. 

Although  the  work  of  obedience  performed  by  men,  be  not 
necessary  in  order  to  merit  salvation  ;  yet  it  is  necessary  in  order 
to  their  being  prepared  for  it.  Men  cannot  be  prepared  for  sal- 
vation without  seeking  it  in  such  a  way  as  hath  been  described. 
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This  IB  necessary,  in  order  that  they  have  a  proper  lenseofthdi- 
own  necessities  and  unworthincss ;  aad  in  order  that  thej  be 
prepared  and  disposed  to  prize  salvation  wheo  hestowed,  and  he 
properly  thankful  to  God  for  it.  The  requisition  of  so  great  a 
woHc  in  order  to  our  salvation,  is  no  way  inconsistent  with  the 
fredom  of  the  offer  of  salvation ;  as  ailer  all,  it  is  both  offered 
and  bestowed  without  any  respect  to  our  work,  as  the  price  or 
meritorious  cause  of  our  salvation,  as  1  have  already  explained. 
Besides,  salvation  bestowed  in  this  way  is  better  ror  us,  mor^ 
for  our  advantage  and  happiness,  both  in  this  and  the  future  world, 
than  if  it  were  given  witoout  this  requisition. 

II.  PnoF.  This  work  or  bosiuess,  which  must  be  done  in 
order  to  the  aalvatioQ  of  men,  is  a  great  undertaking.  It  often 
appears  so  to  men  upon  whom  it  is  urged.  Utterly  to  break  off 
from  all  their  sins,  and  to  give  up  themselves  for  ever  to  the 
business  of  religion,  without  making  a  reserve  of  any  one  lust, 
submitting  to  and  complying  with  every  command  of  God,  in  all 
cases,  and  persevering  therein,  appears  to  many  so  great  a  thing, 
that  they  are  in  vain  urged  to  undertake  it.  In  so  doing  it  seems 
to  them,  that  they  should  give  up  themselves  to  a  perpetual 
bondage.  The  greater  part  of  men  therefore  choose  to  put  it  off, 
and  keep  it  at  as  great  a  distance  as  they  can.  They  cannot 
bear  to  think  of  entering  immediately  on  such  a  bard  service, 
and  rather  than  do  it,  they  will  run  the  risk  of  eternal  damna- 
tion, by  putting  it  off  to  an  uncertain  future  opportunity. 

Although  the  business  of  religion  is  far  from  really  being  as 
it  appears  to  such  men,  for  the  devil  will  be  sure,  if  he  can,  to 
represent  it  in  false  colours  to  sinners,  and  make  it  appear 
as  black  and  terrible  asbecao;  yet  it  is  indeed  a  great  business,  a 
great  undertaking,  and  it  is  dt  that  all  who  are  urged  to  it,  should 
count  the  cost  beforehand,  and  be  sensible  of  the  difBculty  at- 
tending  it,  For  though  the  devil  discourages  many  from  this 
undertaking,  by  representing  it  to  be  more  difficult  than  it  really 
is ;  yet  with  ouiers  he  takes  a  contrary  course,  and  flatters  them 
it  is  a  very  easy  thing,  a  trivial  business,  which  may  be  done  at 
any  time  when  they  please,  and  so  emboldens  them  to  defer  it 
from  that  consideration.  But  let  none  conceive  any  other  no- 
tion of  that  business  of  r^igion,  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  their  salvation,  than  that  it  is  a  great  undertaking.  It  is  so 
on  the  following  accounts. 

1.  It  is  a  business  of  great  labour  and  care.  There  arc 
many  commands  to  be  obeyed,  many  duties  to  be  done,  duties 
to  God,  duties  to  oar  neighbour,  and  duties  to  ourselves. — 
There  is  mnch  opposition  tn  the  way  of  these  duties  from  with- 
out. There  is  a  subtle  and  powerful  adversary  laying  all  man- 
Der  of  blocks  in  the  way.  There  are  innumerable  temptations 
of  Satan  to  be  resisted  and  repelled.     There  is  great  opposition 
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{torn  the  world,  innumerable  anares  laid  on  every  side,  many 
rocks  and  mountains  to  be  passed  over,  many  streams  to  be 
passed  through,  and  many  flatteries  and  enticements  from  a  vain 
world  to  be  resisted.  There  is  a  great  opposition  from  within; 
a  dull  and  alu^ish  heart,  which  is  esceedingly  averse  from  that 
activity  in  religion  which  is  necessary  ;  a.  carnal  heart,  which  is 
averse  from  religion  and  spiritual  exercises,  and  continually  draw- 
ing the  contrary  way;  and  a  proud  and  a  deceitful  heart,  in 
which  corruption  will  be  exerting  itself  in  all  manner  of  ways. 
So  that  nothing  can  be  done  to  any  etTect  without  a  most  strict 
and  careful  watch,  great  labour  and  strife. 

3.  It  is  a  constant  business. — In  that  business  which  re- 
quires great  labour,  men  love  now  and  then  to  have  a  space  of 
relaxation,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  extraordinary  labour. 
BattbiaisabusiuesB  which  must  be  followed  every  day.  Luke 
ix.  33,  '^  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  bim  deny  himself, 
and  take  up  bis  cross  </ai7u,  and  follow  me." — We  must  never 
give  ourselves  any  relaxation  from  this  business ;  it  must  be  con- 
tinually prosecuted  day  after  day.  If  sometimes  we  make  a 
great  stir  and  bustle  concerning  religion,  but  then  lay  all  aside 
to  take  our  ease,  and  do  so  from  time  to  time,  it  will  be  of  no 
good  effect :  we  bad  even  as  good  do  nothing  at  all.  The  busi- 
ness of  religion  so  followed  is  never  like  to  come  to  any  good 
issue,  nor  ia  the  work  ever  tike  to  be  accomphshed  to  any  good 
purpose. 

3.  It  is  a  great  undertaking,  as  it  is  an  undertaking  of  grtat 
expense. — We  must  therein  sell  all :  we  must  follow  this  busi- 
Desa  at  the  expense  of  all  our  unlawful  pleasures  and  delights, 
at  the  expense  of  our  carnal  ease,  oflen  at  tl)e  expense  of  our 
substance,  of  our  credit  among  men,  the  good  will  of  our  neigh- 
bours, at  the  expense  of  all  our  earthly  friends,  and  even  at  the 
expense  of  life  itself.  Herein  it  is  like  Noah's  undertaking  to 
build  the  ark.  which,  as  hath  been  shown,  was  a  costly  under- 
taking: it  was  expensive  to  his  reputation  among  men,  exposing 
him  to  be  the  continual  laughing-stock  of  all  his  neighbonrs  and 
of  the  whole  world  :  and  it  was  expensive  to  his  estate,  and  pro- 
bably cost  him  all  that  he  had. 

4.  Sometimes  the  fear,  trouble,  and  exercise  of  mind, 
which  arc  undergoiie  respecting  this  business,  and  the  salvation 
of  the  soul,  are  great  and  long  continued,  before  anv  comfort 
ia  obtained.  Sometimes  persons  in  this  situation  labour  long 
in  the  dark,  and  sometimes,  ss  it  were,  in  the  very  hre;  they 
having  great  distress  of  conscience,  great  fears,  and  many  per- 
plexing temptations,  before  they  obtain  light  and  comfort  to 
make  their  care  and  labour  more  easy  to  them.  They  some- 
times earnestly,  and  for  a  long  time,  seek  comfort,  but  6nd  it 
not,  because  they  seek  it  not  in  a  right  manner,  nor  in  the 
r^t  objects.     God  therefore  hides  his  face.     They  cry,  but 
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God  dotb  not  anavrer  their  prayen.  They  atriTe,  bat  all  leenu 
in  vain.  They  seem  to  themaelves  not  at  all  to  get  forward,  or 
nearer  to  a  deliverance  from  sin ;  but  to  go  backward  rathtr 
than  forward.  They  see  no  glimmerings  of  light :  thinga 
rather  appear  darker  and  darker.  Inaomuch  that  they  are 
often  ready  to  be  discouraged,  and  to  sink  under  the  wei^t  of 
their  present  distress,  and  under  the  prospect  of  future  misery. 
In  this  situation,  and  under  these  views,  some  are  almost  driven 
to  despair. 

Many,  after  they  have  obtained  some  saving  comfort,  are 
again  involved  in  darkness  and  trouble.  It  is  with  them  as  it 
was  with  the  Christian  Hebrews,  Heb.  x.  32.  "  After  ye  were 
illuminated,  ye  endured  a  great  tight  of  afflictions.'^  Surae 
through  a  melancholy  habit  and  distemper  of  body,'  together 
with  Satan's  temptations,  spend  a  great  part  of  their  lives  in 
distress  and  daricness,  even  after  they  have  had  some  saving 
comfort. 

5,  It  is  a  business  which,  by  reason  of  the  many  diffi- 
culties, snares,  and  dangers  Itiat  attend  it,  requires  much  in- 
struction, consideration,  and  counsel.  There  is  do  business 
wherein  men  stand  in  need  of  counsel  more  than  in  this.  It  is 
a  difficult  undertaking,  a  hard  matter  to  proceed  aright  in  it. 
There  are  ten  thousand  wrong  ways,  which  men  may  take ; 
there  are  many  labyrinths  whereby  many  poor  souls  are  entan- 
gled and  never  find  the  way  out ;  there  are  many  rocks  on  which 
thousands  of  souls  have  saflered  shipwreck,  for  want  of  having 
steered  a  right. 

Men  of  themselves  know  not  how  to  proceed  in  this  busi- 
ness, any  more  than  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness 
knew  where  to  go  without  the  guidance  of  the  pillar  of  cloud 
and  fire.  There  is  great  need  that  they  search  the, scriptures, 
and  give  diligent  heed  to  the  instructions  and  directions  lon- 
.  tained  in  them,  as  to  a  light  shining  in  a  darii  place;  and  that 
they  ask  counsel  of  those  skilled  in  these  matters.  And  there 
ifl  no  business  in  which  men  have  so  much  need  of  seeking  to 
God  by  prayer,  for  his  counsel,  and  that  he  would  lead  them 
in  the  right  way,  and  show  them  the  strait  gate.  "For  strait 
is  the  gate  and  narrow  is  the  way  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and 
few  there  be  that  find  it ;"  yea,  there  are  none  that  find  it  with- 
out direction  from  heaven. 

The  building  of  the  ark  was  a  woik  of  great  difficulty  on 
this  account,  that  Noah's  wisdom  was  not  sufficient  to  direct 
bim  how  to  make  such  a  building  as  should  be  a  sufficient 
security  against  such  a  flood,  and  which  should  be  a  con- 
venient dwelling' place  for  hinwelf,  his  lamily,  and  all  the 
various  kinds  of  beasts,  and  birds,  and  creeping  things.  Nor 
could  he  ever  have  known  how  to  construct  this  building,  had 
not  God  directed  him. 
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6.  Tbisbus'mess  never  ends  till  life  ends.  They  that  under* 
take  this  laborious)  carerul,  expensive,  self-denying  business, 
must  not  expect  to  rest  from  their  labours,  till  death  shall  have 

Sut  an  end  to  them.  The  long  continuance  of  the  work  which 
foah  undertook  was  what  especially  made  it  a  great  underta- 
king. This  also  was  what  made  the  travel  of  the  children  of 
Israel  through  the  wilderness  appear  so  great  to  them,  that  it  was 
continued  for  so  long  a  time.  Their  spirits  failed,  they  were  dis- 
couraged, and  had  not  a  heart  to  go  through  with  so  great  an 
undertaking. 

But  such  is  this  business  that  it  runs  parallel  with  life, 
whether  it  be  longer  or  shorter.  Although  we  should  live  to  a 
great  age,  our  race  and  warfare  will  not  be  finished  till  death 
shall  come.  We  must  not  expect  that  an  end  will  be  put  to  our 
labour,  and  care,  and  strife,  by  any  hope  of  a  good  estate  which 
we  may  obtain.  Past  attainments  and  past  success  will  not  ex- 
cuse us  from  what  remains  for  the  future,  nor  will  they  make 
future  constant  labour  and  care  not  necessary  to  our  salvation. 

III.  Men  should  be  willing  to  engage  in  and  go  through  this 
business,  however  great  and  difficult  it  may  seem  to  them,  seeing 
it  is  for  their  own  salvation. — Because, 

1.  A  deluge  of  wrath  will  surely  come.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  old  world  would  not  believe  that  there  would  come  such 
a  flood  of  waters  upon  the  earth,  as  that  of  which  Noah  told  them, 
though  he  told  them  often ;  neither  would  they  take  any  care 
to  avoid  the  destruction.  Yet  such  a  deluge  did  come ;  nothing 
of  all  those  things  of  which  Noah  had  forewarned  them,  failed. 

So  there  will  surely  come  a  more  dreadful  deluge  of  divine 
wrath  on  this  wicked  world.  We  are  often  forewarned  of  it  in 
the  scriptures,  and  the  world,  as  then,  doth  not  believe  any  such 
thing.  Yet  the  threatening  will  as  certainly  be  accomplished,  as 
the  threatening  denounced  against  the  old  world.  A  day  of  wrath 
is  coming;  it  will  come  at  its  appointed  season^;  it  will  not  tarry, 
it  shall  not  be  delayed  one  moment  beyond  its  appointed  time. 

^.  All  such  as  do  not  seasonably  undertake  and  go  through 
the  great  work  mentioned,  will  surely  be  swallowed  up  in  this 
deluge.  When  the  floods  of  wrath  shall  come,  they  will 
universally  overwhelm  the  wicked  world :  all  such  as  shall  not 
have  taken  care  to  prepare  an  ark,  will  surely  be  swallowed  up 
in  it :  they  will  find  no  other  wav  of  escape.  In  vain  shall 
salvation  be  expected  from  the  hills,  and  from  the  multitude  of 
mountains ;  for  the  flood  shall  be  above  the  tops  of  all  the 
mountains.  Or  if  they  shall  hide  themselves  in  the  caves  and 
dens  of  the  mountains,  there  the  waters  of  the  flood  will  find 
them  out,  and  there  shall  they  miserably  perish. 

As  those  of  the  old  world  who  were  not  in  the  ark  perishe'id, 
(Gen.  vii.  21 — 33,)  so  all  who  shall  not  have  secured  to  them- 


sdres  a  place  ia  dK  spiriiaal  ark  of  tbe  Oo»p«).  shall  peruh 
nnch  more  mnerablf  than  the  oM  worid. — Doubtles*  tw'  ia- 
babitaats  of  ibe  oM  woHd  had  manv  coalrivanccs  to  hvc  tbvBk- 
selres.  Soaie.  we  oiajr  suppose.  a$cendrd  to  ihe  tops  ot'  their 
houses,  beii^  driven  out  of  ooe  stor>'  tu  another,  till  at  hut 
tbej  perished.  Others  climbed  to  the  tops  ol'  hi^  tower* ; 
who  yet  were  washed  thence  bv  the  boisterous  waves  ol'  the 
rising  dood.  Some  cliinbed  to  the  lops  of  tre«s ;  others  to  the 
tops  of  mouDlains,  and  especially  of  the  highesi  mouiitaiiis. 
But  all  was  in  vain ;  the  flood  sooner  or  later  swallowed  them 
all  up,  only  Noah  and  hii  family,  who  had  taken  care  to  pre- 
pare an  ark.  remained  alire. 

So  it  will  doubtless  be  at  the  end  of  the  world,  when  Vhmt 
shall  Gome  to  ju(^  the  worid  in  ngliteousness.  Some,  when 
they  shall  look  up  and  see  him  coming  in  tbe  cloudii  of  heaven, 
shall  hide  themselves  in  closets,  and  secret  plnces  in  llieir 
houses.  Others,  dying  to  the  raves  and  dens  of  tbe  earrh,  shall 
attempt  to  hide  tbemselves  there.  Others  eliiill  citU  upon  the 
rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and  cover  them  from  the 
face  of  him  that  siltetb  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of 
the  Lamb. — So  it  will  be  aAer  the  sentence  is  pronounced,  and 
wicked  men  see  that  terrible  fire  coming,  which  is  to  burn  this 
world  for  ever,  and  which  will  be  a  deluge  of  fire  and  will  burn 
the  earth  even  to  the  bottoms  of  the  mounlaius,  and  tu  iln  very 
centre.  (Deut,  sKxiii.  22,)  ''  For  a  fire  is  kindled  in  mine 
anger  and  shall  bum  to  the  lowest  bell,  and  shall  consume  the 
earth  with  her  increase,  and  set  on  fire  the  foundntions  of  the 
mountains."  1  say,  when  the  wicked  shall,  after  thi;  sentence, 
see  this  great  fire  beginning  to  kindle,  and  to  take  hold  of  thia 
earth;  there  will  be  many  contrivances  devised  by  them  to 
escape,  some  dying  to  caves  and  holes  in  the  earth,  some  hiding 
themselves  in  one  place,  and  some  in  another.  But  let  (hem 
bide  themselves  where  they  will,  or  let  them  dn  wliat  they  will, 
It  will  be  utteriy  in  vain.  Every  cave  shall  bum  as  nn  oven,  the 
rocks  and  mountains  shall  melt  with  fervent  bent,  and  if  they 
could  creep  down  to  the  very  centre  of  the  earth,  still  the  heat 
would  follow  them,  and  rage  with  as  much  vehemence  there,  ai 
on  the  very  surface. 

So  when  wicked  men,  who  neglect  their  great  work  in 
their  lifetime,  who  are  not  willing  to  go  through  the  ditficulty 
and  labour  of  this  work,  draw  near  to  death,  they  sometimes  do 
many  things  to  escape  death,  and  put  forth  many  endeavours  to 
lengthen  out  their  lives  at  least  a  little  longer.  Fur  this  end 
th£^  send  for  physicians,  and  perhaps  many  arc  consulted,  and 
their  prescriptions  are  punctually  observed.  'I'bcv  also  use 
many  endeavoun  to  save  their  souls  from  hell.  They  cry  to 
God;  they  confess  their  past  sins;  they  promise  future  refor- 
mation ;  and,  oh !  what  would  they  not  give  for  some  small 
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addition  to  their  lives,  or  some  hope  of  future  happiness.  But 
all  proves  in  vain :  God  hath  numbered  their  days  and  finished 
them  ;  and  as  they  have  sinned  away  the  day  of  grace,  thej 
must  even  bear  the  consequence,  and  for  ever  Ue  down  in 
sorrow. 

3.  The  destruction,  when  it  shall  come,  will  be  infinitely 
terrible.  The  destruction  of  the  old  world  by  the  flood  was 
terrible  ;  but  that  eternal  destruction  which  is  coming  on  the 
wicked  is  infinitely  more  so.  That  flood  of  waters  was  Init  an 
image  of  this  awful  flood  of  divine  vengeance.  When  the 
waters  poured  down,  more  like  spouts  or  cataracts,  or  the  fall 
of  a  great  river,  than  like  rain  ;  what  an  awful  appearance  was 
there  of  the  wrath  of  God  !  This  however  is  but  an  image  of 
that  terrible  out-pouring  of  the  wrath  of  God  which  shall  be 
for  ever,  yea  fnr  ever  and  ever,  on  wicked  men.  And  when  the 
fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  and  the  waters 
burst  forth  out  of  the  ground,  as  though  they  had  issued  out  of 
the  womb,  (Job  xxxviii.  8,)  this  was  an  image  of  the  mighty 
breakings  forth  of  God's  wraths  which  shall  be,  when  the  flood- 
gates of  wrath  shall  be  drawn  up.  How  may  we  suppose  that 
the  wicked  of  the  old  world  repented  that  they  had  not  heark* 
ened  to  the  warnings  which  Noah  had  given  them^  when  they 
saw  these  dreadful  things*  and  saw  that  they  must  perish !  How 
much  more  will  you  repent  your  refusing  to  hearken  to  the 
gracious  warnings  of  the  gospel,  when  you  shall  see  the  fire  of 
God^s  wrath  against  you,  pouring  down  from  heaven,  and 
bursting  on  all  sides  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

4.  Though  the  work  which  is  necessary  in  order  to  man^s 
salvation  be  a  great  work,  yet  it  is  not  impossible.  What  was 
required  of  Noah,  doubtless  appeared  a  very  great  and  difficult 
undertaking.  Yet  he  undertook  it  with  resolution,  and  he  was 
carried  through  it.     So  if  we  undertake  this  work  with  the  same 

food-will  and  resolution,  we  shall  undoubtedly  be  successful, 
lowevcr  difficult  it  be,  yet  multitudes  have  gone  through  it, 
and  have  obtained  salvation  by  the  means.  It  is  not  a  work 
beyond  the  faculties  of  our  nature,  nor  beyond  the  oppor- 
tunities which  God  giveth  us.  If  men  will  but  take  warning 
and  hearken  to  counsel,  if  they  will  but  be  sincere  and  in  good 
earnest,  be  seasonable  in  their  work,  take  their  opportunities, 
use  their  advantages,  be  steadfast  and  not  wavering;  they  shall 
not  fail. 

APPLICATION. 

The  use  1  would  make  of  this  doctrine,  is  to  exhort  all  to 
undertake  and  iio  through  this  great  work,  which  they  have  to 
do  in  order  to  their  salvation,  and  this,  let  the  work  seem  ever 
so  great  and  difficult.    If  your  nature  be  averse  to  it,  and  there 
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seems  to  be  very  frightful  things  in  the  way,  so  that  your  heart 
is  ready  to  &il  at  the  proipect;  yet,  aeriously  consider  what 
has  been  said,  and  act  a  wise  part.  Seeing  it  is  for  yourselTes, 
for  your  own  salvation ;  seeiug  it  is  for  so  great  a  Balvation,  for 
your  deliverance  from  eternal  destruction ;  and  seeing  it  is  of 
such  absolute  necessity,  in  order  to  your  salvation,  that  the 
deluge  of  divine  wrath  will  come,  and  there  will  be  noescapii^ 
it  without  preparing  an  ark;  is  it  not  best  for  you  to  under- 
take the  work,  engage  in  it  with  your  might,  and  go  through  it, 
though  this  cannot  be  done  without  great  labour,  care,  difficulty, 
and  expense  ? 

I  would  by  no  means  flatter  you  concerning  Ibis  work,  or 
go  about  to  make  you  believe,  that  you  shall  find  an  easy,  hgbt 
business  of  it ;  No,  1  would  not  have  you  expect  any  such 
thing.     1  would  have  you  sit  down  and  count  the  cost ;  and  if 

{rou  cannot  find  it  in  your  hearts  to  engage  in  a  great,  hard, 
ahorious,  and  expensive  undertaking,  and  to  persevere  in  it  to 
the  end  of  hfe,  pretend  not  to  he  religious.  Indulge  yourselves 
in  your  ease ;  follow  your  pleasures ;  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry ; 
even  conclude  to  go  to  hell  in  that  way,  and  never  make  any 
more  pretences  of  seeking  your  salvation.  Here  consider  seve- 
ral things  in  particular. 

1.  How  often  you  have  been  warned  of  the  approaching 
fiood  of  God's  wrath.  How  frequently  have  you  been  told  of 
hell,  beard  the  tbreatenings  of  the  word  of  God  set  before  you, 
and  been  warned  to  See  from  the  wrath  to  come.  It  is  with 
you  as  it  was  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world.  Noah 
warned  them  abundantly  of  the  approaching  flood,  and  coun- 
selled them  to  take  care  for  their  safety.  1  Pet.  iti.  19,  20. — 
Noah  warned  them  in  words ;  and  he  preached  to  them.  He 
warned  them  also  in  bis  actions.  His  building  the  ark,  which 
took  him  so  long  a  time,  and  in  which  he  employed  so  many 
hands,  was  a  standing  warning  to  them.  All  the  blows  of  the 
hammer  and  axe,  during  the  progress  of  that  building,  were  so 
many  calls  and  warnings  to  the  old  world,  to  take  care  for  their 
preservation  from  the  approaching  destruction.  Every  knock 
of  the  workmen  was  a  knock  of  Jesus  Christ  at  the  door  of  their 
hearts :  But  they  would  not  hearken.  All  these  warnings, 
though  repeated  every  day,  and  continued  for  so  long  a  time, 
availed  nothing. 

Now,  is  it  not  much  so  with  you,  as  it  was  with  them  ?  How 
often  have  you  been  warned!  how  have  you  heard  the  warning 
knocks  of  the  gospel<  sabbath  after  sabbath,  for  these  many 
years !  Yet  how  have  some  of  you  no  more  regarded  them  than 
the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world  regarded  the  noise  of  the  work- 
men's took  in  Noah's  ark ! 

Vol.  VI.  .T 
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Obj.  Bui  here  possibly  it  may  be  objected  by  some,  (bat 
though  it  be  true  they  haTe  often  been  told  of  hell,  yet  they 
never  saw  any  thing  of  it,  and  therefore  they  cannot  realize  it 
that  there  is  any  such  place.  They  have  often  heard  of  hell, 
and  are  told  that  nicked  men,  when  they  die,  go  to  a  most 
dreadful  place  of  torment ;  that  hereafter  there  will  be  a  day  of 
judgment,  and  that  the  world  will  be  consumed  by  6re.  But 
how  do  they  know  that  it  is  really  so  ?  How  do  they  know  what 
becomes  of  those  wicked  men  that  die?  None  of  them  come 
back  to  tell  them.  They  have  nothing  to  depend  on  but  the 
word  which  they  hear.  And  how  do  tbey  know  that  all  is  nol 
s  cunningly-devised  fable  ? 

Ans.  The  sinners  of  the  old  world  had  the  very  same  ob- 
jection against  what  Noah  told  them  of  a  flood  about  to  drown 
the  world.  Vet  the  bare  word  of  God  proved  to  be  sufficient 
evidence  that  such  a  thing  was  coming.  What  was  the  reason 
that  none  of  the  many  millions  then  upon  earth  believed  what 
Noah  said,  but  this,  that  it  wa?  a  strange  thing,  that  no  such 
thing  had  ever  before  been  known '!  And  what  a  strange  story 
must  that  of  Noah  have  appeared  to  them,  wherein  he  told  them 
of  a  deluge  of  waters  above  the  tops  of  the  mountains !  There- 
fore it  is  said,  Heb.  xi.  7,  that  "  Noah  was  warned  of  God 
of  things  not  seen  us  yet."  It  is  probable,  none  could  conceive 
how  it  could  be  tlint  the  whole  world  should  be  drowned  in  a 
flood  of  waters;  and  all  were  ready  to  ask,  where  there  was 
water  enough  for  it;  and  by  what  means  it  should  be  brought 
opon  the  earth  ?  Noah  did  not  tell  them  how  it  should  be  brought 
to  pass ;  he  bnly  told  them  that  God  had  said  that  it  should  be  : 
and  that  proved  to  be  cnongh.  The  event  shewed  their  folly 
in  not  depending  on  the  mere  word  of  God,  who  was  able,  who 
kni-w  how  to  bring  it  to  pass,  and  who  could  not  lie. 

In  like  manner  the  word  of  God  will  prove  truci  in  threat- 
ening a  flood  of  eternal  wrath  to  overwhelm  all  the  wicked. 
You  will  believe  it  when  the  event  shall  prove  it,  whon  it  shall 
be  too  late  to  profit  by  the  belief.  The  word  of  God  will  never 
fail;  nothing  is  so  sure  as  that;  heaven  and  earth  shall  pass 
away,  but  the  word  of  God  shall  not  pass  away.  It  is  firmer  than 
mountains  of  brass.  At  ihe  end,  the  vision  will  speak  and  not 
lie.  The  decree  shall  bring  forth,  and  all  wicked  men  shall 
know  that  God  is  the  Lord,  that  he  is  a  God  of  truth,  and  that 
they  are  fools  who  will  not  depend  on  his  word.  The  wicked  of 
the  old  world  counted  Noah  a  fool  for  depending  bo  much  on 
the  word  of  God,  as  to  put  himself  to  all  the  fatigue  and  ex- 
pense of  building  the  Hrk  ;  but  the  event  shewed  that  they  thcm- 
■elves  were  the  fools,  and  that  he  was  wise. 

3.  Consider  that  tlic  Spirit  of  God  will  not  always  strive 
with  you;  nor  will  tiis  long-sulFcring  always  wait  upon  you. 
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So  God  Baid  concemtng  the  inbabitants  of  the  old  world.  Gen. 
vi.  3.  '*  M7  spirit  Bhall  not  always  strive  with  matig  for  that  be 
also  is  flesh ;  yet  his  days  shall  be  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years."  All  this  while  God  was  striving  with  them.  It  wai  a 
day  of  grace  with  them,  and  God's  long  saSering  all  this  while 
waited  upon  them.  (1  Pet.  iii.  20.)  "  Which  sometitne  were 
disobedient,  when  oace  the  loDg>Buffering  of  God  waited  in  the 
days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a 'preparing.^'  All  this  while 
they  bad  an  opportunity  to  escape,  if  they  would  but  hearken 
and  believe  God. 

Eren  after  the  ai^  was  finished,  which  seems  to  have  been 
but  little  before  the  flood  came,  still  there  was  an  opportunity  ; 
the  door  of  the  ark  stood  open  for  some  time.  There  was  some 
time  during  which  Noah  was  employed  in  laying  up  stores  in  the 
ark.  Even  then  it  was  not  too  late  ;  the  door  of  the  ark  yet 
stood  open. — About  a  week  before  tbe  flood  came,  Noah  was 
commanded  to  begin  to  gather  in  the  beasts  and  birds.  During 
this  last  week  still  tbe  door  of  the  ark  stood  open.  But  on  tbe 
very  day  that  the  flood  b^n  to  come,  while  the  rain  was  yet 
withheld,  Noah  and  his  wife,  his  three  sons,  and  their  wives, 
went  into  the  ark ;  and  we  are  told,  Gen.  vii.  16,  "  That  God 
flhat  bim  in."  Then  tbe  day  of  God's  patience  was  past ;  the 
door  of  the  ark  was  shut ;  God  himself,  who  shuts  and  no  man 
opens,  shut  the  door.  Then  all  hope  of  their  escaping  tbe  flood 
was  past ;  it  was  too  late  to  repent  that  they  had  not  hearkened 
to  Noah's  warnings,  and  bad  not  entered  into  tbe  ark  while  the 
door  stood  open. 

After  Noah  and  his  family  had  entered  into  the  ark,  and 
God  had  shut  them  in,  after  the  windows  of  heaven  were  opened, 
and  they  saw  how  the  waters  were  poured  down  out  of  heaTeo, 
we  may  suppose  that  many  of  those  who  were  near  came  run- 
ning  to  tbe  door  of  the  ark,  knocking,  and  cryine  most  piteously 
for  entrance.  But  it  was  too  late ;  God  himself  bad  shut  the 
door,  and  Noah  had  00  license,  and  probably  no  power  to  open 
it.  We  may  suppose,  they  stood  knocking  and  calling.  Open  to 
us,  open  to  Its;  O  let  tu  in ;  me  beg  that  we  may  be  let  in.  And 
prorably  some  of  them  pleaded  old  acquaintance  with  Noah  ; 
that  they  bad  ^ways  been  his  neighbours,  and  had  even  helped 
him  to  build  the  ark.  But  all  was  in  vain.  There  they  stood 
till  the  waters  of  the  flood  came,  and  without  mercy  swept  tbem 
away  from  the  door  of  the  ark. 

So  it  will  be  with  yon,  if  you  continue  to  refuse  to  hearicen 
to  tbe  warning  which  are  given  yon.  Now  God  is  striving  with 
TOO ;  now  he  u  warning  you  of  tbe  approaching  flood,  and  call- 
ing upon  yon  sabbath  after  sabbath.  Now  the  door  of  tbe  ark 
■tanda  open.  But  God's  spirit  will  not  always  strive  with  roa; 
his  long  aiifieriiig  will  not  always  wait  upon  you.    TherR  is  qn 
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.ippoinled  day  of  God*3  patience,  vhicU  b  &b  certainly  limited  a» 
it  was  to  Ihe  old  world.  God  hath  set  your  bounds,  which  you 
cannot  paas.  Though  now  warnings  are  continued  in  plenty, 
yet  there  will  be  lasl  knocks  and  last  calls,  the  last  that  ever  you 
shall  hear.  When  the  appointed  time  shall  be  elapsed.  God 
will  shut  the  door,  and  you  shall  never  sec  itopeii  again ;  for  Cod 
sbutleth  and  no  man  openeth. — If  you  improve  not  your  oppor- 
tunity before  that  time,  you  will  cry  in  vain.  "  Lord.  Lord, 
open  to  us."  (Matt.  si.  13.  and  Luke  siii.  25,  &c.)  While  you 
Bhall  stand  at  the  door  with  your  piteous  cries,  the  flood  of  God's 
wrath  will  come  upon  you,  overwhelm  you,  and  you  shall  not 
escape.  The  tempest  shall  carry  you  away  without  mercy,  and 
you  shall  be  for  ever  swallowed  up  and  lost. 

3.  Consider  how  mighty  the  billows  of  divine  wrath  will 
fae  when  they  shall  come.  The  waters  of  Noah's  flood  were 
Terj  great.  The  deluge  was  vast ;  it  was  very  deep ;  the  billows 
reached  fifieen  cubits  above  the  highest  mountains  ;  and  it  was 
an  ocean  which  had  no  shore ;  signifying  the  greatness  of  that 
wrath  which  is  coming  on  wicked  men  in  another  world,  which 
will  be  like  a  mighty  flood  of  waters  overwhelming  them,  and 
rising  vastly  high  over  their  licnds,  with  billows  reaching  to  the 
very  heavens.  Those  billows  will  be  higher,  and  heavier  than 
mountains  on  their  poor  souls.  The  wrath  of  God  will  be  an 
ocean  without  shores,  as  Noah''s  flood  was :  it  will  be  misery 
that  will  have  no  end. 

The  misery  of  the  damned  in  hell  can  be  better  represented 
by  nothing,  than  by  a  deluge  of  misery,  a  mighty  deluge  of  wrath, 
which  will  be  ten  thousand  times  worse  than  a  deluge  of  waters; 
for  it  will  be  a  deluge  of  liquid  fire,  ae  in  the  scriptures  it  is 
called  a  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone. — At  the  end  of  tlie  world  all 
the  wicked  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  a  vast  deluge  of  fire,  which 
sliall  be  as  great  and  as  mighty  as  Noah'a  deluge  of  water. 
(See  3  Pet.  iii.  5,  6.  7.)  After  that  the  wicked  will  have  mighty 
billows  of  fire  and  brimstone  eternally  rolling  over  their  poor 
souls,  and  their  miserable  tormented  bodies.  Those  billows 
may  be  called  vast  liquid  mountains  of  lire  and  brimstone.  And 
when  one  billow  shall  have  gone  over  their  headx,  another  shall 
follow,  without  intermission,  giving  them  no  rest  day  nor  night 
to  all  eternity. 

4.  This  lionil  of  wrHth  will  probably  come  upon  you  suddenly, 
when  you  ^hall  think  little  of  it,  and  it  shall  seem  far  from  you. 
so  the  flood  came  upon  the  old  world ;  See  Matt.  xxiv.  ;i6,  &c. 
— Probably  many  of  them  were  surprised  in  the  night  by  the 
waters  bursting  in  suddenly  at  their  doors,  or  under  the  founda- 
tions of  their  houses,  coming  in  upon  them  in  their  beds.  For 
when  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  Ihe  wa- 
fers, as  observed  before,  burst  forth  in  mighty  torrents.     To  such 
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a  sudden  sufprise  of  the  wicked  of  the  old  wotU  in  the  nigfat, 
probablj  that  alludes  in  Job  xxvii,  30.  "Terron  take  hold  on 
him  as  waten;  a  tempest  stealetb  him  away  in  the  night." 

So  destructioD  is  wont  to  come  on  wicked  men,  who  hear 
many  warnings  of  approaching  destruction,  and  yet  will  not  be 
influenced  by  them.  For  "  he  that  is  often  reproved,  and 
hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  suddenly  be  destroyed,  and  that  with- 
out remedy."  (Prov.  xiix.  1.)  And  "when  they  shall  say. 
Peace  and  safety  ;  then  sudden  destruction  cometh  upon  them, 
as  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child,  and  they  shall  not  escape.*^ 
1  Thess.  V.  3. 

5.  If  you  will  not  hearken  to  the  many  warnings  which  are 
given  you  of  approaching  destruction,  you  will  be  guilty  of  more 
than  brutish  tnadntss.  "The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the 
ass  his  master's  crib."  They  know  upon  whom  they  are  de- 
pendent, and  whom  they  must  obey,  and  act  accordingly.  But 
you,  BO  long  as  you  neglect  your  own  salvation,  act  as  if  you  knew 
not  God,  your  creator  and  proprietor,  nor  your  dependence 
upon  him. — The  very  beasts,  when  they  see  signs  of  an  ap- 
proaching storm,  will  betake  themselves  to  their  dens  for  shelter. 
Vet  you,  when  abundantly  warned  of  the  approaching  storm  of 
divine  vengeance,  will  not  fly  to  tkt  hiding  place  from  the  storm, 
and  the  covert  from  the  tempest.  The  sparrow,  the  swallow, 
'  and  other  birds,  when  they  are  forewarned  of  approaching 
winter,  will  betake  themselves  to  a  safer  climate.  Yet  you  who 
have  been  often  forewarned  of  the  piercing  blasts  of  divine 
wrath,  will  not,  in  order  to  escape  them,  enter  into  the  New 
Jerusalem,  of  most  mild  and  salubrious  air,  though  the  gate  stands 
wide  open  to  receive  you.  The  very  ants  will  be  diligent  in 
summer  to  lay  up  for  winter  :  Vet  you  will  do  nothing  to  lay  up 
in  store  a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come.  Balaam's 
asg  would  not  run  upon  a  drawn  sword,  though  his  master,  for 
the  sake  of  gain,  would  expose  himself  to  the  sword  of  God's 
wrath;  and  so  God  made  the  dumb  aas,  both  in  words  and 
actions,  to  rebuke  the  madness  of  the  prophet,  I  Pet.  ii.  16.  Id 
like  manner,  you,  although  you  have  been  often  warned  that 
the  sword  of  God's  wrath  is  drawn  against  you  and  will  certainly 
be  thrust  through  you,  if  you  proceed  in  your  present  course, 
still  proceed  regardless  of  the  consequence. 

So  God  made  the  very  beasts  and  birds  of  the  old  world  to 
rebuke  the  madness  of  the  men  of  that  da;  :  For  they,  even  all 
sorts  of  them,  fled  to  the  ark,  while  the  door  was  yet  open : 
which  the  men  of  that  day  refused  to  do ;  God  hereby  thus  sig- 
nifying, that  their  folly  was  greater  than  that  of  the  very  brute 
creatures. — Such  folly  and  madness  are  you  guilty  of^  who  refuse 
to  hearkea  to  the  wamitigs  diat  are  given  you  of  the  approaching 
flood  of  the  wrath  of  God. 
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Vou  have  been  once  more  warned  to-day,  while  the  door  of 
the  ark  yet  stands  open*  You  have,  as  it  were,  once  again  heard 
the  knocks  of  the  hammer  and  axe  in  the  building  of  the  ark,  to 
put  you  in  mind  that  a  flood  is  approaching*  Take  heed  therefore 
that  you  do  not  still  stop  your  ears,  treat  these  warnings  with  a 
regardless  heart,  and  still  neglect  the  great  work  which  you  have 
to  do,  lest  the  flood  of  wratti  suddenly  come  upon  you,  sweep 
you  away,  and  there  be  no  remedy* 


SERMON  II* 


THE  VltKEASONABLEIIEBS  OF  IHTDETEBMIHATION  IN 
KEUGION. 


1  Kines  sviit.  31. 


And  El^ah  came  trnto  all  the  people,  and  taUt,  How  long  halt 

L  between  two  opinions  ?  g  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him } 
if  Baait  then  follow  him.    And  the  people  answered  Aitn  not 
a  word. 


It  is  the  maoner  of  God,  before  be  bestows  any  signal  mercy 
00  a  people,  first  to  prepare  them  for  it ;  and  before  he  removes 
any  awful  jndgmeDte  which  he  hath  brought  upon  them  for  their 
siiu,  first  to  cause  theoi  to  forsake  those  sins  which  procured 
those  judgments.  We  have  an  iostaDce  of  thii  in  the  context. 
— U  was  a  time  of  sore  famine  in  Israel.  Th^re  had  been  nei- 
ther rain  nor  dew  for  the  space  of  three  years  and  six  months. 
This  famine  wa«  brought  upon  the  land  for  tbeir  idolatry.  But 
God  was  now  about  to  remove  this  judgment ;  and  therefore,  to 
prepare  them  for  it,  sends  Elijah  to  convince  them  of  the  folly 
of  idolatry,  and  to  bring  them  to  repentance  for  it.  In  order  to 
this,  Elijah,  by  the  command  of  the  Lord,  goes  and  shews  him- 
self to  Ahab,  and  directs  him  to  send  and  gather  all  Israel  to  him 
at  Mount  Carmel,  and  all  the  prophets  of  Baal,  four  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  the  prophets  of  the  groves  that  ate  at  Jezebers  table, 
four  hundred,  that  they  might  determine  the  matter  and  bring 
the  controversy  to  an  issue,  whether  Jehovah  or  Baal  were  God. 
To  this  end,  Elijah  proposes,  that  each  should  taice  a  bullock, 
that  he  should  take  one,  and  the  prophets  of  Baal  another,  that 
each  should  cut  his  bullock  in  pieces,  lay  it  on  the  wood,  and 
put  no  fire  under;  and  that  the  God  who  should  answer  by  fire 
should  be  concluded  to  be  God. 

The  text  contains  an  account  of  what  Elijah  said  to  all  the 
people  at  their  first  meeting,  and  of  their  silence :  "  And  Elijah 
cane  unto  all  the  people,  and  said.  How  long  halt  ye  between 
two  i^MBioDs  T  If  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him ;  but  if  Baal, 
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then  follow  him.^^    To  which  the  people,  it  seems,  made  no 
reply.     In  these  words,  we  may  observe, 

1.  How  Elijah  expostulates  with  the  people  about  their 
halting  so  long  between  two  opinions ;  in  which  expostulation 
may  be  observed, 

(1.)  What  the  two  opinions  were,  between  which  they 
halted,  viz.  Whether  the  Lord  were  God,  or  whether  Baal  were 
God.  The  case  in  Israel  seems  to  have  been  this ;  there  were 
some  who  were  altogether  for  Baal,  and  wholly  rejected  the 
true  God ;  of  which  number,  to  be  sure,  were  Jezebel  and  the 
prophets  of  Baal.  And  there  were  some  among  them  who 
were  altogether  for  the  God  of  Israel,  and  wholly  rejected  Baal ; 
as  God  told  Elijah,  that  ^^  he  had  yet  left  in  Israel  seven  thou- 
sand that  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  and  whose  mouths 
had  not  kissed  him/^     1  Kings  xix.  18. 

But  the  rest  of  the  people  halted  between  two  opinions. 
They  saw  that  some  were  for  one,  and  some  for  the  other,  and 
they  did  not  know  which  to  choose;  and,  as  is  commonly  the 
case  when  difference  of  opinion  prevails,  there  were  many  who 
had  no  religion  at  all ;  they  were  not  settled  in  any  thing ;  the 
different  opinions  prevalent  in  Israel  distracted  and  confounded 
them.  Many  who  professed  to  believe  in  the  true  God,  were 
yet  very  cold  and  indifferent,  and  many  were  wavering  and  un- 
settled. They  saw  that  the  king  and  queen  were  for  Baal ;  and 
BaaPs  party  was  the  prevailing  party  ;  but  their  forefathers  had 
been  for  the  Lord  ;  and  they  knew  not  which  were  right.  Thus 
they  halted  between  two  opinions. 

(2.)  In  this  expostulation  is  implied  the  unreasonableness 
of  their  thus  halting  between  two  opinions.  ^^  How  long  halt 
ye  between  two  opinions  ?  If  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him ; 
but  if  Baal,  then  follow  him/'  Which  implies  that  they  ought 
to  determine  one  way  or  the  other. 

2.  We  may  observe  their  silence  on  this  occasion :  ^'  And 
the  people  answered  him  not  a  word,^^  as  being  convicted  in 
their  own  consciences  of  the  unreasonableness  of  their  being  for 
so  long  a  time  wavering  and  unresolved ;  they  had  nothing  to 
reply  in  excuse  for  themselves. 

Doctrine.  Unresolvedness  in  religion  is  very  unrea- 
sonable. 

I.  Prop.  Many  persons  remain  exceedingly  undetermined 
with  respect  to  religion.  They  are  very  much  undetermined  in 
themselves  whether  to  embrace  religion  or  to  reject  it.  Many 
who  are  baptized,  and  make  a  profession  of  religion,  and  seem 
to  be  Christians,  are  yet  in  their  own  minds  halting  between  two 
opinions :  they  never  yet  came  fully  to  a  conclusion  whether  to 
be  Christians  or  not.  They  are  taught  the  Christian  religion  in 
their  childhood,  and  have  the  Bible,  the  word  preached,  and  the 
ineans  of  grace  all  their  dajrs ;  yet  continue,  and  grow  up,  and 
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many  groTr  old,  in  an  unresolvednesa  whether  to  embrace 
CbnstiaDity  or  not ;  and  manj  conlioue  UDresolved  ag  long  as 
they  live. 

t-  There  are  some  personB  who  hare  nerer  come  to  a 
settled  determination  in  their  own  minds,  whether  or  no  there  be 
any  Irulh  in  religion.  They  hear  of  the  things  of  religion  from 
their  childhood  all  their  days ;  but  never  come  to  a  conclusion 
in  their  own  minds  whether  they  be  real  or  fabulous.  Parti- 
cularly, some  have  never  come  to  any  determination  in  their 
own  minds,  whether  there  be  any  such  thing  as  conversion.— 
They  hear  much  talk  about  it,  and  know  that  many  pretend  to 
be  the  subjects  of  it ;  but  they  are  never  resolved  whether  all 
be  not  merely  designed  hypocrisy  and  imposture- 
Some  never  come  to  any  determination  whether  the  scrip' 
tares  be  the  word  of  God,  or  whether  they  be  the  invention  of 
men ;  and  whether  the  story  concerning  Jesus  Christ  be  any 
thing  but  a  fable.  They  fear  it  is  true,  but  sometimes  very 
much  doubt  of  it.  Sometimes  when  they  hear  aiguments  for  it 
they  assent  that  it  is  true ;  but  upon  every  little  objection  or 
temptation  arising,  they  call  it  in  question ;  and  arc  always 
wavering,  and  never  settled  about  it. 

So  it  seems  to  have  been  with  many  of  the  Jews  in  Cbrisf  ■ 
time ;  they  were  always  at  a  loss  what  to  make  of  him,  whether 
he  were  indeed  the  Christ,  or  whether  he  were  Elias,  or  one  of 
the  old  prophets,  or  a  mere  impostor.  John  i.  34,  25.  "Then 
came  the  Jews  round  about  bim,  and  said  unto  him,  How  loi^ 
dost  thou  make  us  to  doubt  T  If  thou  be  the  Christ,  tell  ni 
plainly.  Jesus  answered  them,  1  told  you,  and  ;e  believed 
not."  Some  have  never  so  much  as  come  to  a  resolution  in 
their  own  minds,  whether  there  be  a  God  or  not.  They  know 
not  that  there  is,  and  oftentimes  verjr  much  doubt  of  it. 

2.  There  are  some  who  never  have  come  to  any  determina- 
tion in  their  own  minds  whether  to  embrace  religion  in  the  prac- 
lict  of  it.  Reli^on  consists  not  merely,  or  chiefly  in  theory  or 
speculation,  bat  in  practice.  It  is  a  practical  thing ;  the  end  of 
it  is  to  guide  and  influence  us  in  our  practice  :  and  considered 
in  Ibis  view,  there  are  multitudes  who  never  have  come  to  a  con- 
elusion  whether  to  embrace  religion  or  not.  It  is  probably 
pretty  general  for  men  to  design  to  be  religious  some  time  or 
other  before  they  die ;  for  none  intend  to  go  to  hell.  But  they 
still  keep  it  at  a  distance ;  they  pat  it  off  from  time  to  time,  and 
never  come  to  any  conclosion  which  determines  them  in  their 
pKMDt  practice.  And  some  never  so  mach  as  fix  npon  any 
time.  They  design  to  be  religious  some  time  before  they  die, 
bat  th^  know  not  when. 

Then  are  many  who  have  always  continued  anrefolved 
about  tbe  necewty  of  strivii^  and  beii%  earnestly  engaged  ibr 
Miration.    Tber  flatter  tbemaelres  that  they  may  obt«n  saln- 
Vot.  VI.  A 
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tion,  Ibougb  they  be  nol  so  eariieally  eDgageil ;  tbougli  Ibej 
mind  the  world  and  their  worldly  affairs  more  than  their  ealva- 
tion.  They  are  often  told  how  necessary  it  is  that  they  make 
haste  and  not  delay,  that  tliey  do  whatever  their  hand  tindelh 
to  do  with  their  might;  that  a  dull,  slack  way  of  seeking  sal- 
vatioQ,  is  never  likeiy  to  be  elTectual.  But  of  these  things  they 
are  never  thoroughly  convinced.  Some  seem  to  resolve  to  be 
in  earnest,  and  seem  to  set  out  with  some  engagedness  of  mind  ; 
but  8000  fail,  because  they  have  never  been  fully  convinced  of 
its  necessity. 

Many  have  never  come  to  a  determination  what  to  choose 
for  their  portion.  There  are  but  two  things  which  God  oHers 
to  mankind  for  their  portion  :  one  is  this  world,  with  the  plea> 
siires  and  profits  of  sin,  together  with  eternal  misery  ensuing  : 
theotherishcavenandeterDalglory,  with  a  life  of  self-denial  and 
respect  to  all  the  commands  of  God.  Many,  as  long  as  they 
live,  come  to  no  sellled  determination  which  of  these  to  choose. 
They  must  have  one  or  the  other,  they  cannot  have  both  ;  but 
they  always  remain  in  suspense,  and  never  make  their  choice. 

They  would  fain  have  heaven  and  this  world  too ;  they 
would  have  salvation,  and  the  pleasures  and  profits  of  sin  too. 
Bat  considering  heaven  and  the  world,  as  God  oflcrs  them,  they 
will  have  neither.  God  offers  heaven  only  with  the  self-denial 
and  diflicutty  which  arc  in  the  way  to  it ;  and  they  are  not  will- 
ing to  have  heaven  on  these  conditions.  God  offers  the  world 
and  the  pleasures  of  sin  to  men  not  alone,  but  with  eternal  mi- 
sery in  connexion  with  them  :  and  so  neither  are  they  willing  to 
have  the  world.  They  would  fain  divide  heaven  from  the  holi- 
ness and  self-denial  which  are  the  way  to  it,  and  from  the  holi- 
ness which  reigns  in  tt,  and  then  they  would  be  glad  (o  have 
heaven.  They  would  fain  divide  sin  from  hell,  and  then  they 
would  fully  determine  for  ever  to  cleave  to  sin. 

But  God  will  not  make  such  a  division  for  them-  They 
must  have  one  or  the  other  of  these  for  their  portion,  as  God 
offers  ;  and  therefore  they  never  make  any  choice  at  all.  In- 
deed they  do  practically  and  in  effect  choose  sin  and  hell.  But 
they  do  not  come  to  any  resohition  in  their  own  minds  which 
they  will  have  for  their  portion,  whether  heaven  and  holiness,  or 
the  world  and  hell :  they  are  always  wavering  and  halting  be- 
tween two  opinions.  Sometimes  they  seem  to  determine  for 
the  one,  and  sometimes  for  the  other.  When  they  meet  with 
no  dilTicuUy  or  temptation,  and  can,  as  they  say,  do  their  duty 
without  hurting  themselves  or  much  crossing  their  carnal  in- 
clinations, they  seem  to  choose  heaven  and  holiness.  At  other 
times,  wherein  they  meet  with  difhculty  in  the  way  of  duty,  and 
great  temptations  of  worldly  profits  or  pleasures  arc  laid  before 
them,  then  they  choose  the  world,  and  let  heaven  and  holiness 
alone. — There  arc  among  us  vast  multitudes  before  whom  these 
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two  things  have  been  set  hundreds  of  times,  who  have  never  to 
this  day  come  to  a  determination  which  to  have. 

So  they  have  never  yet  determined  which  shall  be  their 
master,  whether  God  or  Mammon.  There  are  but  few  who 
have  undertaken  the  service  of  God,  and  are  come  to  a  resolu- 
tioD  and  preparedness  of  mind  to  serve  God,  and  follow  Christ 
at  all  times,  and  to  whatever  difficulties  it  may  expose  them. 
Yet,  at  the  same  time,  neither  are  they  determined  that  they 
will  continue  to  serve  Satan  :  they  are  afraid  to  draw  up  such 
a  conclusion. — Thus  many  spend  their  lives  without  making 
their  choice,  though  they  do  in  the  mean-time  practically  choose 
the  service  of  Satan.  These  are  the  persons  of  whom  the 
apostle  James  speaks  in  chap.  i.  8.  ^'  The  double-minded  man 
is  unstable  in  all  his  ways.^^ 

II.  To  continue  thus  undetermined  and  unresolved  in  the 
things  of  religion,  is  very  unreasonable,  and  that  upon  the  fol- 
lowing accounts.        ^^ 

1.  In  the  things  of  religion,  we  are  to  the  highest  degree 
interested.  The  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  doctrines  of  religion 
concern  os  to  the  highest  degree  possible.  It  is  no  matter  of 
indifference  to  us  whether  there  be  a  God  or  not ;  or  whether 
the  scriptures  be  the  word  of  God ;  or  whether  Christ  be  the 
Son  of  God ;  or  whether  there  be  any  such  thing  as  conversion. 
It  makes  an  infinite  difference  to  us,  whether  these  things  be  so 
or  not.  Therefore  we  are  under  the  greatest  obligation  in  point 
of  interest  to  resolve  in  our  minds  whether  they  be  true  or  false. 
They  who  are  undetermined  whether  there  be  any  truth  in  reli- 
gion, and  are  contented  to  be  so,  not  inquiring,  nor  thoroughly 
using  the  means  to  be  determined,  act  very  unreasonably.  Tnej 
remain  in  doubty  whether  there  be  any  such  thing  as  a  heaven  or 
hell ;  are  quiet  and  easy  to  continue  ignorant  in  this  matter ;  are 
not  engaged  in  their  minds  to  come  to  a  determination  ;  do  not 
search  and  inquire  what  arguments  there  are  to  prove  any  such 
things ;  nor  diligently  weigh  and  consider  the  force  of  them ;  but 
busy  their  minds  about  other  things  of  infinitely  less  importance; 
and  act  as  if  they  thought  it  did  not  much  concern  them  whe- 
ther there  be  a  future  and  eternal  state. 

If  they  think  that  there  is  not,  yet  it  is  a  matter  of  so  great 
importance,  that  no  wise  man  would  rest  until  he  had  satisfied 
himself;  because  if  there  be  such  a  future  state  as  the  scriptures 
assert,  then  we  must  have  our  part  in  it,  either  in  a  state  of 
eternal  rewards,  or  in  a  state  of  eternal  punishment.  So  it  is 
no  matter  of  indifference  to  us,  what  we  have  for  our  portion, 
wbefher  this  world  with  hell,  or  a  life  of  holiness  and  self-denial 
with  heaven.  These  opposite  portions  relate,  not  merely  to  a 
few  dayi  in  this  world,  but  to  eternity.  It  is  infinite  madness, 
therefore,  not  to  come  to  a  determination. 
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So  it  isnomnUci 
whether  God  or  I\Iamm 
whether  our  temporal  ot 
the  commandB  of  God.  < 
nience.  We  oagli(,  the 
which  we  will  choose. 

2.  God  bath  niitJu 
rationally  determining;  k" 
man  capable  of-  digci 
coining  to  a  good  deteri 
scriptures  be  Uie  word 
and  the  like.     The  n 
much  concerns  us  to 
God  hath  not  set 

God  bath  made 
ourselves,  as  to  the  life' 
man  so  much  underataO' 
mining  which  is  best;    t 
eternal  happinese,  or  U 
and  burn  in  hell  forevci . 
termination.     It  is  so  (sn 
reason,  that  the  reason  al 
matter.     Therefore,  moci 
matters,  do  not  act  as  reaii 
like  "the  horse  and  tke  i 
Fsal.  xxxii.  9. 

3.  God  puts  into  our  . 
mine  for  ourselves.    What  bi 
consult  his  own  interest,    tL 
own  portion  ?     God  seltetb  . 
XXX.   19.     "I  call  heaven  an^ 
you,  that  I  have  get  before  y^ 
cursing ;  therefore  choose  life,  t, 
may  live."     See  also  Ezek.  xviii. 
What  better  opportunity  can  we  d. 
the  greatest  good,  than  to  have  eti 
happiness  set  before  us,  and  offered 
those  who  neglect  coming  to  a  resoluttoni  ^ 
cause  they  stand  so  much  in  their  own  it, 

opp. 

!  thi   _ 
are  but  few  in  number ;  there  are  but  two  ^ 
us,  one  of  which  must   be  our  portion;  cith 
eittier  blessing  or  cursing;  eitherahfeof  univii 
vering  obedience  with  eternal  glory,  or  a  worldly, 
life,  with  eternal  misery.     If  there  were  many  terir- 
made  us,  many  things  of  nearly  an  equal  value,  one  < 
wc  must  choose,  to  remain  long  in  suspeoBe  and  undete. 


glorious  an  opportunity. 

4.  The  things  among  which  we 
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and  wife  and  children,  and  brethren  and  sisters,  and  our  ow. 
life  also,  in  order  to  become  his  disciples;  and  that  we  must 
cut  off  our  right  hands,  and  pluck  out  our  right  eyes,  in  order 
to  enter  into  heaven.  Thus  we  have  a  fair  opportunity  to 
count  the  costs  on  both  sides,  and  are  directed  so  to  do ; 
Luke  xiv.  28. — How  unreasonable  therefore  is  it  for  men  who 
have  ull  these  helps  and  advantagex,  to  remain  in  suspense, 
and  to  come  to  no  conclusion  whether  they  will  be  Christians 
or  Heathens,  whether  they  will  be  for  God  or  Ihe  devil  ;  though 
Ibey  have  lived  under  the  preaching  of  the  word  and  olTers  of 
the  gospel  for  many  years. 

6.  We  have  no  reason  to  expect  lo  be  under  better  ad- 
vantages to  determine  hereafter  than  we  are  now.  We  never 
shall  have  a  clearer  revelation  of  gospel  truth  ;  never  shall  have 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  both  sides  more  plainly  set 
before  us,  than  they  are  already  in  the  word  of  God;  nor 
are  we  ever  like  to  be  under  better  advantages  to  know  what 
will  be  best  for  us,  and  most  for  our  interest.  Those  therefore 
who  delay,  gain  nothing  by  their  delays,  but  give  Satan  more 
opportunity  to  darken  their  minds,  lo  deceive  them,  and  lead 
them  astray  in  their  choice.  Therefore  their  delay  of  coming 
to  a  resolution  is  unreasonable. 

7.  If  they  come  not  to  a  determination  in  this  life,  God 
will  determine  for  them,  and  will  appoint  them  their  portion 
with  the  wicked.  If  sinners,  by  refusing  to  choos«  either  life 
.or  death,  either  heaven  or  hell,  could  thereby  avoid  both,  or  if 
in  this  case  the  matter  would  remain  undetermined,  till  they 
should  determine  it;  the  folly  and  unreasonableness  of  delaying 
a  determination  would  not  be  so  great.  But  that  is  not  the 
case;  if  they  go  on  halting  between  two  opinions,  God  will 
determine  for  them,  and  that  quirkly  ;  he  will  determine  where 
their  portion  shall  be,  tii.  among  the  unbelievers,  in  the  lake 
that  burncth  with  fire  and  brimstone  for  ever.  God  will  not 
wait  upon  them  always,  to  see  what  they  will  choose  ;  but  he 
will  put  an  issue  to  the  matter  by  his  unalterable  sentence- — 
Therefore  it  becomes  all,  if  they  arc  afniid  to  have  their  lot 
assigned  them  in  hell,  to  come  soon  to  a  determination. 

8.  Delay  in  tins  case  is  unreasonable,  because  those  who 
delay  know  not  how  soon  the  opportunity  of  choosing  for 
themselves  will  be  past.  This  opportunity  will  last  no  longer 
than  life  ;  when  once  life  is  past,  they  will  no  more  have 
the  offer  made  them;  the  sentence  will  be  past;  the  matter 
will  be  closed. 

Those  who  delay  their  choice  in  this  world,  will  be  glad  to 
choose  afterwards ;  then  they  will  nol  be  at  a  loss  which  to 
choose  ;  they  will  be  able  easily  to  delermine.  The  judgments 
of  Binners,  after  this  life,  are  soon  resolved,  whether  there  be 
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any  truth  in  religion  or  not;  they  can  soon  determine  which 
is  most  eligible, — a  life  of  obedience  and  self-denial,  with  hea- 
ven for  a  reward,  or  a  life  of  irreligion  and  sin,  with  hell  for 
a  punishment.  They  no  longer  halt  between  two  opinions ; 
but  it  is  too  late,  their  opportunity  is  past.  They  would  give 
all  the  world  for  another  opportunity  to  choose  3  they  would 
then  soon  come  to  a  determination.  But  it  will  not  be  granted 
them. 

APPLICATION. 

I.  Let  this  put  every  one  upon  examining  himself,  whether 
or  DO  he  have  ever  yet  come  to  a  full  determination  in  the  afikir 
of  religion. 

Firsts  Inquire  whether  you  have  yet  come  to  a  full  deter- 
mination with  respect  to  the  truth  of  the  things  of  religion. 
Have  you  ever  been  fully  convinced  ?  Is  it  a  question  which 
has  been  answered  and  determined  with  you,  whether  there  be 
a  future  state ;  or  does  it  yet  remain  a  question  with  you  unre- 
solved ?  Are  you  not  yet  to  seek  whether  there  be  any  future 
state,  and  whether  or  no  the  story  about  Jesus  Christ  be  any 
more  than  a  fable  ?    Here  I  desire  you  to  note  two  things. 

1.  If  the  main  reason  why  you  assent  to  the  truth  of  reli- 
gion be,  that  others  believe  so,  and  you  have  been  so  instructed 
from  your  childhood,  you  are  of  those  with  whom  the  truth  of 
religion  yet  remains  undetermined.  Tradition  and  education 
will  never  fix  and  settle  the  mind  in  a  satisfactory  and  effectual 
belief  of  the  truth.  Though  men,  taking  religion  upon  trust, 
may  seem  to  give  a  full  assent  to  the  truth  of  religion,  and  not 
to  call  it  in  question,  yet  such  a  faith  will  not  stand  a  shock  ;  a 
temptation  easily  overthrows  it.  The  reason  of  man,  in  time 
of  trial,  will  not  rest  on  so  poor  an  evidence. 

There  are  multitudes  who  seem  to  grant  the  truth  of  re- 
ligion, with  whom  the  main  foundation  of  their  faith  is  the 
tradition  of  their  father?,  or  the  profession  of  their  neighbours ; 
and  it  is  to  be  feared,  it  is  so  with  many  who  count  themselves 
good  Christians.  But  as  to  all  such  persons  as  never  have  seen 
any  other  evidence  to  satisfy  them,  either  of  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  religion,  they  only  halt  between  two  opinions. — The 
same  may  be  said  of  those  who  are  unstable  in  their  disposition 
with  regard  to  Christ,  or  the  things  which  he  taught. 

2.  If  you  are  fully  come  to  a  determination  concerning  the 
things  of  religion,  that  they  are  true,  they  will  be  of  weight  with 
you  above  all  things  in  the  world.  If  you  be  really  convinced 
that  these  things  are  no  fable,  but  reality,  it  is  impossible  but 
that  yoo  must  be  influenced  by  them  above  all  things  in  the 
world ;  for  these  things  are  so  great,  and  so  infinitely  exceed  all 
temporal  things,  that  it  cannot  be  otherwise.    He  that  really  is 
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conviDced,  that  there  is  a  heaven  and  hell,  and  an  eternal  judg- 
ment ;  that  the  soul,  as  soon  as  parted  from  the  body,  appears 
before  the  judgment  seat  of  God ;  and  that  the  happiness  and 
misery  of  a  future  state  is  as  great  as  Ibe  scripture  represents 
it ;  or  that  God  is  as  holy.  Just,  and  jealous,  as  he  hath  declar* 
ed  concerning  himself  in  his  word ;  I  say,  he  that  is  really 
convinced,  and  hath  settled  it  with  himself,  Ihat  these  things  are 
certainly  Inie,  will  be  inl^uenced  by  them  above  all  things  in  the 
world.  He  will  be  more  concerned  by  far  how  be  shall  escape 
eternal  damnation,  and  have  the  favour  of  God  and  eternal  hfe, 
than  how  he  shall  get  the  world,  gratify  the  flesh,  please  hia 
neighbours,  gel  honour,  or  obtain  any  teinporal  advantage 
whatsoever.  His  main  inquiry  will  not  Ue,what  shall  leal,  and 
what  shall  I  drink,  &i.c.  but  he  will  seek  Jirsl  the  kingdom  of  God 
ajid  his  righteousness. 

Examine  yourselves  therefore  by  this  :  Are  not  your  hearts 
chiefly  set  upon  the  world  and  the  things  of  it  ?  Is  it  not  more 
your  concern,  care,  and  endeavour,  to  further  your  outward 
iDterest,  than  to  secure  an  interest  in  heaven  7  And  is  not  this 
the  very  reason  that  you  have  never  seen  the  reality  of  eternal 
things  ? 

Secondly.  Inquire  whether  you  have  ever  yet  come  to  a  de- 
termmation  about  religion  with  respect  to  ihe  practice  of  it ; 
whether  you  have  chosen  heaven  with  the  way  to  it,  viz.  the 
way  of  obedience  and  self-denial,  before  this  world  and  the  ways 
of  sin  ;  whether  you  have  determined  upon  it  as  most  eligible, 
to  devote  yourselves  to  the  service  of  God. — Here  I  shall  men- 
tion three  or  four  things,  which  are  signs  that  men  halt  between 
two  opinions  in  this  matter. 

1.  To  put  off  duty  till  hereafter-  When  persons  love  to 
keep  their  duty  at  a  distance,  engage  not  in  it  for  the  present, 
but  think  of  engaging  when  they  shall  be  under  better  conve- 
niences for  it ; — when  they  arc  very  good  intendrrs  concerning 
what  they  will  do  to-morrow,  but  very  foor  performers  to-day ; 
when  Ihey  say,  as  Felix,  "  Go  thy  way  for  this  time,  when  1 
have  a  convenient  season  I  will  call  for  thee" — it  is  a  sign  that 
they  halt  between  two  opinions,  and  have  never  as  yet  come  to 
a  hill  determination  with  respect  to  the  practice  of  religion. 
Those  that  have  once  fully  determined  that  religion  is  necessary 
and  eligible,  will  not  desire  to  put  it  olT,  but  will  make  it  their 
present  and  immediate  business. 

2.  It  is  a  sign  of  ihe  same  thing,  when  persons  are  strict 
and  conscientious  in  some  Ihings,  but  not  universal  in  their  obe- 
dience; do  some  duties,  but  live  in  the  omission  of  others;  avoid 
some  sins,  but  allow  themselves  in  others ;  are  conscientious 
with  respect  to  the  duties  of  worship,  public  end  private,  but 
not  in  their  behaviour  to  their  neighbours  ;  are  not  just  in  their 
dealings,  nor  conscientious  in  paying  their  debts ;  nor  do  to 
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others  as  they  woold  that  they  ehould  do  to  them :  but  havn 
crooked,  perverse  ways  in  their  dcnlinga  among  mankind. 

The  same  may  be  said  when  they  are  just  in  their  dealings 
and  trade  with  men,  but  are  not  conscientious  in  other  things; 
indulge  sensual  appetites,  drink  to  excess,  or  allow  themselves 
in  wanton  practices*.  Or  are  honest  and  temperate,  but  licen- 
tioua  in  usini;  their  tongui.'S,  backbiting  and  reproaching  their 
fellow  men,  3  Tim.  iii.  6,  7. 

3.  [t  is  a  sign  that  you  halt  between  two  opinions,  if  you 
sometimes  are  wont  to  be  considerably  engaged  in  religion,  but 
at  other  times  net;lect  it;  sometimes  forming  a  resolution  to  be 
in  good  earnest,  then  dropping  it  ngain  ;  sometimes  seeming  to 
be  really  engaged  in  seeking  salvalioii,  and  very  earnest  io  reli- 
gious duties;  at  other  times,  wholly  taken  up  about  the  things 
of  the  world,  while  religion  is  ncgluclcd,  and  religious  duties 
are  omitted. 

These  things  shew,  that  you  are  yet  unsettled,  have  never 
yet  come  to  a  lull  deCermiuation  concerning  religion,  but  are 
halting  between  two  opinions,  and  therefore  are  thus  unstable  in 
all  your  ways,  and  proceed  thus  by  tits  and  starts  in  religion. 
James  i.  6,  7,  8.  "  But  let  him  ask  in  fuith,  nothing  wavering : 
for  he  that  wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of  the  sea,  driven  with  the 
wind  and  tossed.  For  let  not  (hat  man  think,  that  he  shall  re- 
ceive any  thing  of  the  Lord.  A  double-minded  man  is  unstable 
in  all  his  ways."  If  your  determination  were  fixed  in  religion, 
you  would  bie  more  steady  in  your  practice. 

4.  It  is  a  sign  that  you  are  halting  between  two  opinions,  if 
it  be  your  manner  to  balk  your  duty  whenever  any  notable  diffi- 
culty comes  in  the  way,  considerably  cross  to  your  interest,  or 
very  inconsistent  with  your  ease  or  convenience,  or  your  tempo- 
ral honour.  Whatever  zeal  you  may  seem  to  have,  whatever  con- 
cern about  the  things  of  religion,  and  however  strict  you  be  in 
ordinary,  you  have  never,  if  this  be  yonr  manner,  come  to  a  full 
determination  ;  have  never  fully  made  choice  of  religion  and  the 
benefits  of  it  for  your  only  portion  ;  and  at  best  have  got  no 
further  than  king  Agrippa,  who  was  almost  persuaded  to  be  a 
Christian,  Acts  xxvi.  28.  You  are  in  the  state  of  the  stony- 
ground  hearers,  you  have  no  root  in  yourselves,  and,  hke  a  tree 
without  root,  are  easily  blown  down  by  every  wind. 

11.  I  shall  conclude  with  an  earnest  exhortation  to  all,  no 
longer  to  halt  between  two  opinions,  but  immediately  to  come 
to  a  determination  whether  to  be  Christians  or  not.  Let  me 
insist  upon  it,  that  you  now  make  a  choice,  whether  you  will 
liave  heaven,  with  a  life  of  universal  and  persevering  obedience 
for  your  portion  ;  or  hell,  with  a  life  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  this 
world.  Consider  those  things  which  have  been  said,  shewing 
the  unreasonableness  of  continuing  in  such  irresolution  about  an 
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affair  of  infinite  importance  to  you,  and  as  to  Mrbich  you  have 
SO  short  an  opportunity  to  make  your  choice.  Consider  two 
things  in  addition  to  what  hath  been  already  said. 

1  •  Those  who  live  u  ider  the  gospel,  and  thus  continue 
undetermined  about  religion,  are  more  abominable  to  God  than 
the  heathen.  He  hates  those  persons  who  continue  from  year- 
to  year,  under  the  calls,  and  warnings,  and  instructions,  and 
entreaties  of  God^s  word  ;  who  yet  can  be  brought  to  nothing ; 
who  will  come  to  no  determination  at  all;  will  neither  be 
Christians  nor  heathens.  These  arc  they  who  are  spoken  of  in 
Rev.  iii.  15, 16.  "1  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art  neither  cold, 
nor  hot :  -1  would  thou  we rt  cold  or  hot.  So  then,  because  thou 
art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will  spew  thee  out 
of  my  mouth." — And  Ezek.  xx.  39.  "As  for  you,  O  house 
Israel,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Go  ye,  serve  ye  every  one  his  * 
idols,  and  hereafter,  also,  if  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me :  but 
pollute  ye  my  holy  name  no  more  with  your  gifts,  and  with  your 
idols." — These  are  (2  Tim.  iii.  7,)  '*  Ever  learning,  and  never 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth." 

2.  If  you  still  refuse  to  come  to  a  determination  whether 
to  be  Christians  or  not,  ho^  just  will  it  be*  if  God  shall  give  you    ^ 
no  further  opportunity !     if  you  refuse  to  make  any  choice  at 
all — after  all  that  hath  been  done  to  bring  you  to  it,   in  setting  * 

life  and  death  so  often  before  you,  in  calling  and  warning  you, 
how  just  will  it  be.  if  God  shall  wait  no  longer  upon  you ;  but 
shall,  by  his  unalterable  sentence,  determine  the  case  himself, 
and  fix  your  state  with  the  unbelievers,  and  teach  you  the  truth 
and  eligibleness  of  religion,  by  sad  and  fatal  experience,  when  it 
will  be  too  late  for  you  to  choose  your  portion. 
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rXBELIEVEHS  CONTEMN  THE  (iLOUV  AMI  EMICl.t.MX 
OF   CHRIST. 


This  M  the  stone  which  leas  set  at  nought  of  i/uu  InnUlrr.-. 

In  the  foregoing  chapters  we  have  an  account  o(  (lit:  out- 
pouring of  tlie  Holy  GdOiit  on  (lie  aposllcji,aad  ofits  c\lr.'iort]inary 
effects  in  their  8|)eakin[;  hoMIy  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  anil  speak- 
ing many  strange  langiiagcK,  and  so  bcint;  inailc  the  inalniineuts 
oi  the  sudden  convcryion  of  vast  mutlitudes.  And  in  the  ehnii- 
ter  immediately  preceding,  there  is  an  account  how  I'eler  and 
John  miraculously  healed  a  man  who  hnd  been  a  cripple  from 
his  birth;  which,  together  with  the  word  which  they  spake  to 
the  people  that  flocked  togctlicr  on  the  occasion,  was  the  rneaiis 
of  a  new  accession  to  the  church :  so  that  Ihc  number  of  thcni 
that  heard  the  word  and  bcheveil,  ns  we  are  told  in  (he  fourth 
rene  of  tbis  rhapter,  was  about  five  thousand. 

This  sudden  and  extraordinary  progress  of  the  gospel 
greatly  alarmed  the  priests  and  scribes,  and  otiior  chief  men 
among  the  Jews ;  so  that  they  laid  hands  on  l*el<T  and  John, 
and  put  them  in  hohl,  inid  the  next  day  bronijlit  them  forth  tu 
appear  before  them,  and  called  litem  to  an  account  for  what 
they  had  done.  They  a^kcd  them  particularly  by  what  power 
or  by  what  name,  they  had  wrought  the  miracle  on  the  impo- 
tent man.  Upon  which  Fcler,  filled  with  tlic  Holy  fihosl, 
makes  answer,  "  Ye  rulers  of  the  people,  and  elders  of  Israel, 
Be  it  known  unto  you  ail,  aed  to  all  Ihc  people  of  Israi-I,  that 
by  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  whom  ye  crucified, 
whom  God  raised  from  the  dead,  even  by  him  doth  tliiH  man 
stand  here  before  you  whole.  This  is  tlie  stone  which  was  Met 
at  nought  by  you  builders,  which  is  become  the  head  of  Uic 
corner.'*  The  apostle  uuutes  to  them  as  now  fulfilled,  the 
1 1 8tb  Psalm,  ver.  23.  "  Tltc  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is 

'  nnfeJ,  Miiy   I"!'; 
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become  the  head  stone  of  the  corner."  This  text,  in  that  Psalm, 
the  apostle  applies  by  telling  them, 

1  •  That,  This  is  the  stone^  i.  e.  this  person  of  whom  he 
had  spoken  in  the  foregoing  verse,  vi>.  Jesus  Christ  of  Naza- 
reth, whom  they  had  crucified,  and  whom  Gud  had  raised  from 
the  dead. 

2.  That  they  were  the  builders  spoken  of.  They  before 
whom  the  apostle  then  was,  and  to  whom  he  was  speaking, 
were  rulers,  and  elders,  and  scribes  of  the  people,  the  hi^ 
priest  and  other  priests.  They,  as  they  were  set  to  be  rulers 
and  teachers  among  God's  people,  by  their  office,  were  called 
to  be  builders  of  the  church  of  God. 

3.  That  they  set  this  stone  at  nought.  They  had  so  done 
by  refusing  to  accept  of  him.  Christ  came  to  his  own,  and 
his  own  received  him  not :  and  not  only  so,  but  they  had 
openly  manifested  the  greatest  contempt  of  him.  They  had 
mocked  him,  scourged  and  spit  upon  him,  and  in  derision 
crowned  him  with  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  arrayed  him  in 
a  mock  robe,  and  then  had  put  him  to  a  most  ignominious 
death. 

4.  That  notwithstanding  this,  he  was  become  tlie  bead  of 
the  corner.  In  spite  of  all  that  they  could  do,  be  bad  obtained 
the  chief  place  in  the  building.  God  had  made  him  the  main 
foundation  of  it,  by  raising  him  from  the  dead,  and  so  putting 
great  honour  upon  him  ;  by  pouring'out  his  Spirit,  and  enduing 
his  disciples  with  extraordinary  gills ;  by  suddenly  convertii^ 
so  many  thousands  to  be  the  followers  of  Christ.  They  put 
him  to  death,  that  he  might  have  no  followers,  concluding  that 
that  would  utterly  put  an  end  to  his  interest  in  Judca.  But 
they  were  greatly  disappointed :  for  the  gospel  had  incomparably 
greater  success  after  Christ's  death  than  before.  God  had 
accomplished  that  very  thing  which  they  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent by  Christ's  crucifixion,  viz.  Christ's  being  believed  in  and 
submitted  to.  as  the  great  prophet  of  God,  and  prince  of  bis 
people. 

DOCTRINE. 

Unbelievers  set  at  nought  the  glory  and  excellency  in 
Christ. 

1.  They  set  at  nought  the  excellency  of  his  person. — 
Christ  is  a  great  and  glorious  person,  a  person  of  infinite 
worthiness,  on  which  account  he  is  infinitely  esteemed  and 
loved  of  the  Father,  and  is  continually  adored  by  the  angels. 
But  unbelievers  have  no  esteem  at  all  for  him  on  that  account. 
They  have  no  value  for  him  on  account  of  his  being  the  Son  of 
God.     He  is  not  set  the  higher  in  their  esteem  on  the  account 
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or  his  standiug  in  lo  near  aad  honourable  a  relation  to  God  Uk^ 
Father.  He  \a  not  valued  at  all  the  more  for  his  bring  a  divine 
persou.  By  his  having  the  divine  nature,  he  is  infinitely  exalird 
aboreall  created  beings.  But  he  is  not  at  all  exaltrd  bv  it  in 
their  esteem.  They  set  nothing  by  his  infinili-  inaicfiy;  his 
glorious  brightness  and  greatness  excite  not  any  tru<-  resitort  or 
reverence  in  them. 

Christ  is  the  holy  one  of  God :  he  is  so  holy  that  Ihc  liciivons 
are  not  pure  in  hJs  sight.  He  is  possessed  of  all  llnii  liulincss 
which  is  the  infinite  beauty  nnd  loveliness  of  ihc  divii.e  nature. 
But  an  unbeliever  seta  nothing  by  Ihc  holinofs  of  Christ.  Christ 
is  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God,  1  Cor.  i.  'J4. 
But  an  unbeliever  sets  nothing  by  his  power  and  wisdom,  lilt: 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  full  of  grace  and  mercy  :  the  mercy  and 
love  of  God  appear  no  where  else  id  brightly  and  gloriously  as 
they  do  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  an  unbeliever  sets  no 
value  at  all  upon  the  inRnite  grace  of  Christ. 

Neither  do  unbelievers  set  any  thing  by  those  excellent  vir- 
tues which  appeared  in  Christ's  human  nature,  when  he  was 
upon  earth.  He  was  holy,  harmless,  undefilcd,  and  i^cparate 
from  sinners ;  he  was  meek  and  lowly  of  heart ;  he  wiio  pali<!nt 
under  afflictions  and  injuries  ;  when  he  was  rpvilcil.  he  n-vilud 
not  again.  But  unbelievers  set  nothing  by  these  thint;!!  in  Jt^sus 
Christ.  They  very  often  hear  how  excelletit  and  ^lurimiN  a 
person  Christ  is  :  they  are  told  of  his  holiness,  and  ^nirc,  imd 
condescension,  and  meekncsa,  and  hiivc  the  excellenries  of 
Christ  plainly  set  forth  to  them  ;  ycl  thi'y  set  all  at  noncht. 

2.  They  set  at  nought  his  excellency  in  his  work  and  oilirc. 
They  are  told  how  glorious  and  complete  a  mcdinlor  he  iH  ;  how 
sufficient  to  answer  all  our  neccssitie!),  and  to  save  KinnerH  to 
the  attermost ;  but  they  make  light  of  ital);  yea,  Ihcy  make  no- 
thing of  it.  They  hear  of  the  wonderful  wisdom  of  (lod  in  con- 
triving inch  a  way  of  salvation  by  Christ;  they  have  the  mani- 
fold wisdom  of  Cod  set  forth  to  them  -,  but  tticy  make  no  account 
of  the  excellency  of  this  way  of  salvation. 

The  unbeliever  hears  what  a  wonderful  thing  it  was.  that 
he  who  was  in  the  form  of  God.  and  esteemed  it  no  riiliixry  to 
be  equal  with  God,  should  take  upon  him  ihc  human  niilnrc, 
and  come  and  live  in  this  world  in  a  mean  and  low  rtiuilititin; 
but  he  makes  nothing  of  this.  He  hears  much  nf  Ihc-  djing 
love  of  Christ  to  sinners,  how  wonderful  it  wa>  that  so  clorioiis 
a  person,  who  is  infinitely  above  the  angcla.  should  xo  -<■!  hii 
love  OQ  such  worms  of  the  dust,  as  to  come  and  he  maile  a 
corse  for  them,  and  die  a  cruel  and  ignomiiiioim  dt^ath  in  their 
stead ;  but  he  sets  nothing  by  all  this.  Thi-  dy  in^  lov-<-  of  f  :iirisl 
ia  of  no  account  with  him ;  those  great  things  (hat  Christ  liath 
done  and  suffered,  are  with  him  lieht  matter^. 
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Unbelievers  not  only  set  little  by  the  glory  and  excellency 
of  Christ,  but  they  set  nothing  by  these  things.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  the  shews  and  pretences  which  many  natural  men  make 
of  respect  to  Christ,  by  speaking  honourably  of  him  in  their 
prayers,  and  in  their  common  conversation,  and  by  coming  to 
sacraments,  and  attending  other  ordinances  of  Chnst ;  yet,  in- 
deed, they  do  not  set  so  much  by  all  the  glory  and  excellency  of 
Christ — either  of  his  person  or  of  his  work  as  a  Saviour — ^as 
they  do  by  the  smallest  earthly  enjoyment. 

I  proceed  now  to  mention  some  evidences  of  the  truth  of 
this  doctrine. 

1.  They  never  give  Christ  any  honour  on  account  of  his 
glory  and  excellency.  They  may,  and  often  do  pay  Christ  an 
external  and  seeming  respect;  but  they  do  not  honour  him  in 
their  hearts.  They  have  no  exalting  thoughts  of  Christ,  no 
inward  respect  or  reverence  towards  him.  All  their  outward 
worship  is  only  feigned ;  none  of  it  arises  from  any  real  honour 
or  respect  in  their  hearts  towards  Christ.  It  is  either  only  for 
fashion^s  sake,  and  in  compliance  with  custom,  or  else  it  is 
forced,  and  what  they  are  driven  to  by  fear,  as  we  read,  Psal. 
Ixvi.  3.  '^  Through  the  greatness  of  thy  power,  shall  thine  ene- 
mies submit  themselves  unto  thee.^'  In  the  original,  it  is,  shall 
thine  enemies  lie  unto  thee;  i.  e.,  yield  a  feigned  obedience. 
Through  the  greatness  of  Christ^s  power,  and  for  fear  of  his 
wrath,  his  enemies,  who  have  no  respect  or  honour  for  him  in 
their  hearts,  will  lie  to  him,  and  make  a  shew  of  respect  when 
they  have  none. 

An  unbeliever  is  not  sensible  that  Christ  is  worthy  of  any 
glory,  and  therefore  does  not  at  all  seek  the  p;lory  of  Christ  in  any 
thing  that  he  does ;  he  does  nothing  in  religion,  out  of  respect 
to  Christ's  glory,  but  wholly  for  other  ends  ;  which  shews  that 
he  sees  not  Christ  to  be  worthy  of  any  gloir.  Christ  is  set  last 
and  lowest  in  the  heart  of  an  unbeliever.  He  has  high  thoughts 
of  other  things ;  he  has  high  thoughts  of  created  objects  and 
earthly  enjoyments,  but  mean  and  low  thoughts  of  Christ. 

The  unbeliever  shews  the  mean  and  contemptible  thoughts 
that  he  has  of  Christ,  in  refusing  to  accept  of  him,  and  in  shut- 
ting the  door  of  his  heart  against  him.  Christ  stands  at  the 
door  and  knocks,  and  sometimes  stands  many  years  knocking  at 
the  door  of  his  heart,  but  he  refuses  to  open  to  him.  Now  it 
certainly  shews,  that  men  have  a  very  mean  thought  of  a  person, 
when  they  shut  him  out  of  their  doors.  Unbelievers  shew  the 
mean  and  dishonourable  thoughts  they  have  of  Christ,  in  that 
they  dare  not  trust  him.  They  believe  not  what  he  says  to  be 
true ;  they  will  not  trust  the  word  of  Christ,  so  far  as  the  word 
of  one  of  their  honest  neighbours,  or  of  a  servant  whom  they 
have  found  to  be  faithful.  It  also  appears  that  they  have  no 
real  honour  for  Christ  in  their  hearts,  in  that  they  refuse  to  obey 
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his  comm&ndB.  They  do  ootbiog  from  a  anirit  of  obedience  to 
bim  :  and  that  eztemal  obedience  which  tney  render  is  but  a 
forced,  feigned  obedience,  and  not  from  any  respect  to  Christ's 
authority  or  worthiness  to  be  obeyed. 

3.  They  hare  no  love  to  him  on  account  of  his  glory  and 
excellency.  If  they  saw  any  excellcDcy  in  Chriiit,  Ihcy  would 
bave  some  measure  of  love  to  him.  But  the  truth  ih,  thvy  see 
no  form  or  comeliness  in  Christ,  and  hence  they  have  no  iove  at 
all  to  him.  An  unbeliever  never  exercises  one  act  of  true  love 
to  Christ.  All  that  he  is  told  of  his  divine  perfections,  of  his 
holiness,  his  meekness,  and  grace,  has  no  inllueuce  at  all  to  draw 
forth  any  love.  The  display  of  these  things  doth  no  more  draw 
forth  love  out  of  the  heart  of  an  unbeliever,  than  it  draws  forth 
love  from  the  stones  and  rocks. 

A  natural  man  hath  no  love  of  benevolence  towards  Christ. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  is  declared  to  bim  of  the  excellency  of 
Christ,  be  has  no  good-will  towards  him.  He  rejoices  not  in 
his  glory  and  happiness ;  he  would  not  care  what  became  of 
Christ,  if  he  could  but  escape  hell.  If  Christ  should  be  de- 
throned, or  should  cease  to  be,  he  has  not  bo  much  good-will  to 
Christ,  as  would  make  him  concerned  about  it.  And  if  the 
kingdom  and  interest  of  Christ  in  the  world  should  go  to  ruin, 
it  would  be  nowise  grievous  to  the  unbeliever,  provided  his  own 
interest  could  he  secure. 

So  also  an  unbeliever  has  no  iove  of  complacency  in  Jesas 
Christ  for  his  excellency-  He  takes  no  delight  in  the  consi- 
deration of  that  excellency  of  Christ  of  which  he  is  lold. — He 
is  told  that  it  is  exceedingly  beautiful  and  glorious  ;  but  the 
thoughts  of  the  glory  of  Christ  are  nowise  entertaining  to  him  : 
he  baa  no  delight  in  the  thoughtti  of  it,  or  in  any  contemplations 
upon  it.  He  takes  delight  in  thinking  of  earthly  objects  ;  but 
wlien  becomes  to  turn  his  mind  upon  Jesus  Christ,  if  ever  he  so 
does,  this  is  to  him  a  dry  and  barren  subject :  he  tiiids  nothing 
there  to  feed  and  delight  his  eoul ;  no  beauty  or  lovehness  to 
please  or  gratify  him. 

3.  Unbelievers  have  no  lUsJTen  after  the  enjoyment  of 
Christ.  If  they  did  set  any  thing  by  the  excellency  of  Christ 
they  would  have  some  desires  after  him  on  accoimt  of  that  ex- 
cellency ;  especially  when  he  is  offered  to  them,  and  is  from 
time  to  time  set  forth  as  the  proper  object  of  their  choice  and 
desires.  That  which  men  prize,  they  are  wont  to  desire, 
especially  if  it  be  represented  to  them  as  attainable,  and  as  fit 
and  suitable  for  them.  But  uEibclicvcrs  only  desire  to  be  deli- 
vered from  hell,  but  not  to  enjoy  Christ. 

They  cannot  conceive  what  happiness  there  can  be  in  be- 
holding Christ  and  being  with  him,  in  seeing  his  holiness,  and 
contemplating  his  wonderful  grace  and  divine  glory.  They 
have  no  relish  for  any  such  thing,  nor  appetite  after  il. 
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4.  They  shew  that  they  set  at  nought  the  glory  and  excei  • 
Icncy  of  Christ,  in  that  they  seek  not  a  conformity  to  that  gloij 
and  excellency.  A  natural  man  may  seek  to  be  holy,  but  it  is 
not  for  hoJiiiess'^  sake,  it  is  only  that  he  may  escape  wrath.  He 
has  no  ^esii'es  after  holiness,  nor  is  it  indeed  holiness  that  he 
seeks,  because  he  is  all  the  while  an  enemy  to  holiness.  A  na- 
tural man  has  no  desires  to  have  his  soul  conformed  to  the 
glorious  beauty  and  excellency  of  Christ,  nor  to  have  his  image 
upon  him. 

If  he  prized,  or  delighted  in  the  excellencies  of  Christ,  he 
would  necessarily  desire  to  be  like  him  so  far  as  he  could*  This 
we  see  in  ourselves  and  in  all  men :  when  we  see  any  qualifica- 
tions in  others  that  are  pleasing  to  us,  it  is  natural  for  us  to  en- 
deavour to  imitate,  and  to  be  conformed  to  those  persons. — 
Hence  men  are  apt  to  learn  of  those  for  whom  they  have  a  great 
esteem:  they  naturally  fall  into  an  imitation  of  their  ways  and 
manner  of  behaviour.  But  natural  men  feel  within  themselves 
no  disposition  or  inclination  to  learn  of  Christ  or  to  imitate  him. 
Their  tempers  and  dispositions  remain  quite  contrary  to  Christ^s, 
neither  do  they  grow  at  all  better  or  more  conformed  to  him, 
but  rather  worse.  2  Tim.  iii.  13.  "  Evil  men  and  seducers 
shall  wax  worse  and  worse.^^ 

APPLICATION. 

I.  This  doctrine  may  teach  us  the  heinousness  of  the 
sin  of  unhelief^  as  this  sin  sets  all  the  glory  and  excellency  of 
Christ  at  nought.  It  oi\en  appears  strange  to  natural  men,  that 
unbelief  should  be  spoken  of  as  such  a  heinous  and  crying  sin. 
They  cannot  <«ee  such  evil  in  it.  There  are  other  sins  which 
often  trouble  their  consciences,  when  this  troubles  them  not  at 
all,  though  it  be  that  which  brings  far  greater  guilt  upon  them, 
than  those  sins  about  which  they  are  more  troubled. 

What  has  been  said  may  shew  why  unbelief  is  spoken  of 
as  a  heinous  sin,  John  iii.  18.  and  ch.  xvi.  9.  and  I  John  v.  10. 
For  thereby  all  the  glory  of  Christ  is  set  at  nought,  though  it  be 
so  great,  though  it  be  infinite,  though  it  be  the  glory  of  the  God- 
head itself,  and  though  it  has  been  so  gloriously  manifested  in 
what  Christ  has  done  and  suffered.  Natural  men  in  their  un- 
belief cast  contempt  on  all  this  glory,  and  tread  it  under  foot,  as 
being  nothing  worth.  Their  unbelief  treats  the  excellency  of 
Christ  as  being  of  less  value  than  the  meanest  earthly  enjoy- 
ments. 

II.  This  doctrine  may  convict  natural  men  in  four  parti- 
culars. 

1.  Hereby  you  may  be  convinced  of  the  greatness  of  your 
c:uilt.     Consider  how  great  and  excellent  that  rerson  is,  whom 


SER.  Ill*      Unbelievers  C07item7i  the  Glory  of  Christ.  41 

you  thus  set  at  nought.  Contempt  of  any  person  is  heinous  in 
proportion  to  the  worthiness  and  dignity  of  the  person  con- 
temned. Though  we  are  but  worms  of  the  dust,  and  very  vile 
sinful  creatures ;  yet  we  take  it  grievously  when  we  are  despised. 
Consider  how  you  yourselves  are  ready  to  resent  it,  when  any  of 
your  neighbours  seem  to  slight  you,  and  set  light  by  what  you 
say  and  do,  and  to  make  no  account  of  it  but  to  treat  you  as  if 
you  were  good  for  nothing,  or  not  worth  minding.  Do  you 
take  this  well  of  your  neighbours  and  equals,  when  you  observe 
any  thing  of  this  nature  ?  Are  you  not  ready  to  look  upon  it 
with  resentment,  to  think  very  ill  of  it,  and  to  judge  that  you 
have  great  cause  to  be  offended  ? 

But  if  it  be  such  a  crime  to  despise  you  and  set  you  at 
nought,  what  is  it  to  set  at  nought  the  eternal  infinitely  glorious 
Son  of  God,  in  comparison  with  whom  you  and  all  nations  arc 
nothing  and  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity  ?  You  dislike  it  much 
to  be  contemned  by  your  equals ;  but  you  would  take  it  yet  more 
grievously  to  be  despised  by  your  inferiors,  by  those  whom,  on 
every  account  you  must  excel. — What  a  crime  is  it  then  for  a 
vile,  sinful  worm,  to  set  at  nought  him  who  is  the  brightness  of 
the  glory  of  the  King  of  kings! 

It  would  be  a  crime  inexpressibly  heinous,  to  set  little  by 
the  glory  and  excellency  of  such  a  person  ;  but  it  is  more  so,  to 
set  nothing  at  all  by  it,  as  you  4p«  You  have  no  value  at  all  for 
it,  as  has  been  shown.  And  this  is  the  more  aggravated,  as 
Christ  is  a  person  whom  you  so  much  need,  and  as  he  came 
into  the  world  out  of  infinite  grace  to  sinners,  to  lay  down  his 
life  to  deliver  them  from  hell,  and  purchase  for  them  eternal 
glory.  How  much  has  Christ  done  and  suffered,  that  you 
might  have  opportunity  to  be  saved !  Yet  you  set  nothing  by 
the  blood  of  Christ,  even  that  blood  which  was  shed  for  such 
poor  sinners  as  you  are,  and  that  is  offered  to  you  for  your  sal- 
Tation.  But  you  trample  under  foot  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 
God.  If  Christ  had  come  into  the  world  only  to  teach  us,  it 
would  have  been  a  heinous  thing  to  trample  under  foot  his 
word  and  instructions.  But  when  he  came  to  die  for  as,  how 
much  more  heinous  is  it  to  trample  under  foot  his  blood ! 

Men  take  it  hardly  to  have  any  of  their  qualifications  or 
actions  despised,  which  they  esteem  commendable.  But  espe- 
cially do  they  highly  resent  it  when  others  slight  their  kindness. 
And  above  all  when  they  put  themselves  out  of  their  way,  and 
have  denied  themselves,  and  nuffered  considerably  to  do  others  a 
kindness  ;  then  to  have  their  kindness  despised  and  set  at  nought, 
is  what  nien  would  above  all  things  resent.  How  heinous  then 
is  it,  and  how  exceedingly  provoking  to  God  must  it  be,  thus 
to  set  at  nought  so  great  kindness  and  love  of  Christ,  when  from 
love  to  sinners  he  suffered  so  much  ? 

Vol.  VI.  6 
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Consider  how  highly  llie  angels,  who  are  90  much  above 
vou,  do  set  by  the  glory  and  esccUency  of  Christ.  They 
admire  and  adore  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  cease  not  day  nor 
night  to  praise  ihc  same  in  the  moat  exalted  strains.  Rev.  v. 
II,  12.  "  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels 
round  about  the  throne,  and  the  beasts,  and  the  elders  :  and  the 
number  of  thcin  was  ten  thousand  limes  ten  thousand,  and 
thousands  of  thousands  ;  saying  with  a  loud  voice.  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing." 
The  saints  admire  the  excellency  of  Christ,  and  the  glorious 
angels  admire  it,  and  every  creature  in  heaven  and  earth,  hut 
only  you  unbelieving  children  of  men. 

Consider  not  only  how  much  the  angets  set  by  the  glory 
of  Christ,  but  how  much  God  himself  sets  by  it :  for  he  is  the 
darlingof  heaven,  he  was  eternally  God's  delight;  and  because 
of  his  glory  God  hath  thought  him  worthy  to  be  appointed  the 
heir  of  all  things,  and  hath  seen  fit  to  ordain  that  all  men  skorild 
honour  the  Son  tvtn  at  ihty  honour  the  Father. — Is  he  thus 
worthy  of  the  inlinile  esteem  and  love  of  God  himself?  and  is 
he  worthy  of  no  esteem  from  you  ? 

2.  Hereby  you  may  be  convinced  of  your  danger.  You 
must  needs  think  that  such  guilt  will  bring  great  wrath. 
Dreadful  destruction  is  denounced  in  scripture  against  those 
that  despise  only  (he  disciples  of  Christ,  Matt,  xviii.  6.  What 
destruction  then  will  come  on  them  that  despise  all  the  glorious 
excellency  of  Christ  himself  ? 

Consider  that  you  not  only  have  no  value  for  all  the  glory 
and  excellency  of  Christ;  but  you  are  enemies  to  him  on  that 
very  account.  The  very  ground  of  that  enmity  and  opposition 
which  there  is  between  your  hearts  and  Jesus  Christ,  is  the 
glorious  nerfeclions  and  excellencies  that  there  are  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Uy  being  such  an  holy  and  excellent  Saviour,  he  is 
contrary  to  your  lusts  and  corruptions.  If  there  were  a  Saviour 
offered  to  you  that  was  agreeable  to  your  corrupt  nature,  such 
a  Saviour  you  would  accept.  But  Christ  being  a  Saviour  of 
such  purity,  holiness  and  divine  perfection,  thisis  the  cause  why 
you  have  no  inclination  to  him,  but  are  offended  in  bim. 

Instead  of  being  a  precious  stone  in  jour  eyes,  he  is  a 
stone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of  ofTence  to  you.  That  he  is  a 
Saviour  who  hath  manifested  such  divine  perfections  in  what 
he  hath  done  and  suffered,  is  one  principal  reason  why  you  set 
nothing  by  him.  Consider  how  provoking  this  must  needs  be 
to  God  the  Father,  who  has  given  his  only  begotten  Son  for 
your  salvation  ;  and  what  wrath  it  merits  from  the  Son  whom 
you  thus  treat.  And  consider  how  you  will  hereafter  bear 
this  wrath. 
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Consider  tint,  howerer  Christ  be  set  at  nou^  hj  too. 
be  shaU  be  the  bead  of  tbe  comer.  TImm^  7011  set  him  low, 
yet  be  abtll  be  exalted  even  with  respect  to  jron.  It  is  bat  a 
Tkio  thing  for  yoa  to  nutke  l^bt  of  Christ  and  treat  him  wiUi 
coatempt.  How  much  soerer  70a  conteoui  him,  yoa  catmot 
break  his  baods  asaoder,  nor  cast  his  cords  from  yoa.  Yoa 
will  stilt  be  ia  his  haads.  While  jou  despise  Christ,  God  will 
despise  70a,  aad  tbe  Lord  will  have  you  id  derisioD.  God 
will  set  his  King  od  his  hoty  hill  of  Zion  in  spite  of  all  bis  ene- 
mies; Psalm  ii.  1 — 6.  Though  you  say.  We  will  oot  hare 
this  man  to  reign  over  us,  yet  Christ  will  rule  over  you ; 
Psalm  ex.  3.,  "  Rule  thou  io  the  midst  of  thiue  eDemies."  If 
you  will  not  submit  to  the  sceptre  of  his  grace,  you  shall  be 
■abject  to  the  rod  of  his  wrath,  and  he  will  rule  you  with  a  rod 
of  iron;  Psatm  ii.  9— 13. 

3,  You  may  hence  be  led  to  see  how  worthless  many  of 
those  things  in  yourselves  are,  that  you  have  been  ready  to 
make  much  of.  Particularly,  if  you  set  nothing  by  all  the  glorj 
of  Christ,  what  are  those  desires  that  you  have  after  Christ  good 
for  T  and  that  willingness  that  you  think  you  find  to  come  to 
Christ  ?  Sinners  are  often  wont  to  excuse  themselves  in  their 
unbelief,  because  they  see  not  but  that  they  are  willing  to  come 
to  Christ,  and  would  gladly  come  to  him  if  they  could.  And 
they  make  much  of  such  desires,  as  thou^  God  were  unjust  to 
panish  them  for  not  coming  to  Christ,  when  they  would  gladlj 
come  if  they  could.  But  this  doctrine  shows  that  your  willing- 
nesB  and  desires  to  come  to  Christ  are  not  worthy  to  be  men- 
tioned as  any  excuse ;  for  they  are  not  from  any  respect  to 
Christ,  but  are  merely  forced ;  you  at  tbe  same  time  set  nothing 
by  all  his  excellency  and  glory. 

So  you  may  hence  learn  the  worthlessness  of  all  your  pains 
and  endeavours  after  Christ.  When  sinners  have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  pains  to  get  an  interest  in  Christ,  they  are  wont  to  make 
a  righteousness  of  it ;  little  considering  that  at  the  very  time 
they  are  taking  so  much  pains,  they  set  nothing  at  all  by  Christ 
for  any  glory  or  excellency  there  is  in  him  ;  but  set  him  wholly 
at  noo^t,  and  seek  him  out  of  respect  to  their  own  interest. 

4.  Hence  learn  how  justly  God  might  for  ever  refuse  to 
^ve  yoa  an  interest- in  Christ.  For  why  should  God  nve  you 
any  part  or  interest  in  him  whom  you  set  at  nought,  all  whose 
glory  and  excellency  you  value  not  in  the  least,  but  rather 
trample  it  under  your  feet. 

Why  should  God  give  you  any  interest  in  him  whom  you 
so  despise  f  Seeing  you  despise  him,  bow  justly  might  you  be 
oblig^  to  go  without  any  interest  in  turn!  How  justly  mi^t 
you  be  refnsed  any  part  in  that  precious  stone,  whose  precioni- 
oess  you  esteem  no  more  than  that  of  tbe  stones  of  the  street' 
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Is  God  obliged  to  cast  such  a  pearl  before  swine  who  will 
trample  it  under  their  feet  ?  Is  God  obliged  to  make  you  pos- 
sessors of  his  infinitely  glorious  and  dear  Son,  when  at  the  same 
time  you  count  him  not  worth  the  having,  for  the  sake  of  any 
worth  or  excellency  that  there  is  in  him ;  but  merely  because 
you  cannot  escape  hell  without  him  ? 


SERMON  IT.' 


THE  FOLLT  OF  LOOKING  BACK  IN  FLEEING  OCT  OF 
SODOM. 


Luke  xvii.  33. 
RemetrAer  Lot's  Wife.  , 

Chkist  here  fbretels  his  coming  in  his  kingdom,  in  answer 
to  the  question  which  the  Pharisees  asked  him,  viz.  When  the 
kingdom  of  God  should  come.  And  in  what  he  says  of  bis 
comiDg,  he  evidently  has  respect  to  two  things ;  his  coming  at 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  his  coming  at  the  end  of  the 
world.  He  compares  his  coming  at  those  times  to  the  comii^ 
of  God  in  two  remarkable  Judgments  that  were  past ;  first,  to 
tiiat  in  the  time  of  the  flood ;  "  and  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  so  shall  it  be  also  in  the  days  of  the  Son  of  Man."  Next 
he  compares  it  to  the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ; 
"  likewise  also,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Lot,  even  thus  sh^jl  it 
be  in  the  day  when  the  Son  of  Man  is  revealed." 

Then  he  immediately  proceeds  to  direct  his  people  how 
they  should  behave  themselves  at  the  appearance  of  the  signal 
of  that  day's  approaching,  referring  especially  to  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem.  "  In  that  day,  he  which  shall  be  upon  the 
house-top,  and  bis  EtuflT  in  the  house,  let  him  not  come  down  to 
take  it  away:  and  he  that  is  in  the  Geld,  let  him  likewise  not 
return  back.'*  In  which  words  Cbrist  shows  that  they  should 
make  the  utmost  haste  to  flee  and  get  out  of  the  city  to  the 
mountains,  as  he  commands.  Matt.  xxiv.  15,  &c. — "When  ye 
therefore  shall  see  the  abomination  of  desolation  spoken  of  by 
Daniel  the  prophet,  stand  in  the  holy  place ;  then  let  them 
which  be  in  Judea  flee  to  the  mountains ;  let  him  which  is  on 
the  hoUBc-top  not  come  down  to  lake  any  thing  out  of  the 
house,  neither  let  bim  which  is  in  the  field  turn  oack  to  take 
bis  clothes." 

Jerusalem  was  like  Sodom,  in  that  it  was  devoted  to  de- 
stnictton,  by  special  divine  wrath ;  and  indeed  to  a  more  ter- 
rible  destruction  than   that  of  Sodom.      Therefore  the  like 

•  Dited  Mny,  1735. 
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direction  is  given  concerning  fleeing  out  of  it  with  the  utmos. 
baate,  without  looking  behind,  as  the  angel  gave  to  Lot,  when 
he  bid  him  flee  out  of  Sodom,  Gen.  xin.  17.  "  Escape  for  thy 
life  ;  look  not  behind  ihee,  neither  stay  thou  io  all  the  plain." 
And  in  ihe  text  Christ  enforces  his  counsel  by  Ihc  instance  of 
Lot's  wife.  He  bids  them  remember  her,  and  take  warning  by 
her,  who  looked  back  as  she  was  Seeing  out  of  Sodom,  and 
became  a  pillar  of  salt. 

If  it  be  inquired  why  Christ  gave  this  direction  to  his  peo- 
ple to  tlee  out  of  Jerusalem,  in  such  exceeding  haste,  at  the 
first  notice  of  the  signal  of  her  approaching  destruction ;  I 
answert  it  seems  to  be.  because  fleeing  out  of  Jerusalem  was  a 
type  of  fleeing  out  of  a  stale  of  »in.  Escaping  out  of  that  un- 
believing city  typified  ao  escape  out  of  a  state  of  unbelief. 
Therefore  ihey  were  directed  to  flee  without  staying  to  take 
any  thing  out  of  Iheir  houses,  to  signify  with  what  haste  and 
concern  we  should  dec  out  of  a  natural  condition,  that  no  re- 
apect  to  any  worldly  enjoyment  should  prevent  us  one  moment, 
and  that  we  should  flee  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  refuge  of  souls,  our 
strong  rock,  and  the  mount  of  our  defence,  so  as,  in  fleeing  to 
btm,to  leave  and  forsnke  heartily  all  earthly  things. 

This  seems  to  be  the  chief  reason  also  why  Lot  was 
directed  to  make  such  haste,  and  not  to  look  behind  -,  because 
his  fleeing  out  of  Sodom  was  designed  on  purpose  to  be  a  type 
of  our  fleeing  from  that  stale  of  sin  and  miBcry  in  which  we 
naturally  arc. 


DOCTRINE. 

We  ought  not  to  look  back  when  we  are  fleeing  out  of 
Sodom.  The  following  reasons  may  be  sufficient  to  support 
this  doctrine: 

1.  Thai  Sodom  is  a  city  full  of  tilthiness  and  abominations. 
It  is  full  of  those  impurities  that  ought  to  be  had  in  the  utmost 
abhorrence  and  detestation  by  all.  The  inhabitants  of  it  are 
a  polluted  company,  they  arc  all  under  the  power  and  domi- 
nion of  hateful  lusts.  All  their  faculties  and  affections  arc 
polluted  with  those  vile  dispositions  that  are  unworthy  of  the 
human  nature,  that  greatly  debase  it,  that  are  exceedingly 
hateful  to  God,  and  that  dreadfully  incense  hie  anger.  Every 
kind  of  spiritual  abomination  abounds  in  it.  There  is  nothing 
so  baleful  and  abominable  but  that  there  it  is  to  be  found,  and 
there  it  abounds. 

Sodom  is  a  city  full  of  devils  and  all  unclean  spirits'.  thei£ 
they  have  their  rendezvous,  and  there  they  have  their  dominion. 
There  they  sport,  and  wallow  in  tilthiness,  as  it  is  said  of  mystical 
Babylon,  Rev.  xviii.  2.      Babylon  is  become  the  habitaUon  of 
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devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  and  the  cage  of  every 
unclean  and  hateful  bird.  Who  would  be  of  such  a  society  ? 
who  would  not  flee  from  Buch  a  city  with  the  atmont  haste,  and 
never  look  back  upon  it,  and  never  have  the  least  inclination 
of  returning  7 

Some  in  Sodom  may  seem  to  carry  a  fiiir  face,  and  make 
a  fair  outward  show;  but  if  we  could  took  into  their  hearts, 
they  are  every  one  altogether  filthy  and  abominable.  We 
ought  to  flee  from  such  a  city,  with  the  utmost  abhorrence  of 
the  place  and  society,  with  no  desires  to  dwell  longer  there, 
and  never  to  discover  the  least  inclination  to  return  to  it;  but 
should  be  desirous  to  get  to  the  greateet  possible  distance  from 
it,  that  we  might  in  nowise  be  partakers  in  her  abominations. 

2.  We  ought  not  to  look  back  when  fleeing  out  of  Sodom, 
because  Sodom  is  a  city  appointed  to  destruction.  The  cry  of 
the  city  hath  reached  op  to  heaven.  The  earth  cannot  bear 
Boch  a  burden  as  her  inhabitants  are ;  she  will,  therefore,  dii- 
burden  herself  of  them,  and  apew  them  out<  God  will  not 
snffer  snch  a  city  to  stand;  be  will  consume  it.  God  is  holy, 
and  his  nature  is  infinitely  opposite  to  all  such  uncleanness ;  he 
will,  therefore,  be  a  consuming  fire  to  it.  The  holiness  of  God 
will  not  suffer  it  to  stand,  and  the  majesty  and  justice  of  God 
require  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  who  thus  ofllend  and 
provoke  him.  be  destroyed.  And  God  will  surely  destroy 
them ;  it  is  the  immutable  and  irreversible  decree  of  God.  He 
bath  said  it,  and  he  will  do  it.  The  decree  is  gone  forth,  and 
BO  sure  as  there  is  a  God,  and  he  is  Almighty,  and  able  to  fulfil 
hia  decrees  and  threatenings,  so  surely  will  he  destroy  Sodom. 
Gen.  xix.  13,  13.  "  Whatsoever  thou  hast  in  (his  city,  bring 
themoutof  this  place;  for  we  will  destroy  tbia  place,  because 
the  cry  of  them  is  waxen  great  before  the  face  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  Lord  hath  sent  us  to  destroy  it."  And  in  ver.  14 — "  Up, 
get  ye  out  of  this  place,  for  the  Lord  will  destroy  this  city*" 

This  city  is  an  accursed  city  ;  it  is  destined  to  ruin.  There- 
fore,  aa  we  would  not  be  partakers  of  her  curse,  and  would  not 
be  destroyed,  we  should  flee  out  of  it,  and  not  look  behind  us, 
Rev.  xviii.  4.  "  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not 
partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues." 

3.  We  ought  not  to  look  hack  when  fleeing  out  of  Sodom, 
because  the  destruction  to  which  it  is  appointed  is  exceedingly 
dreadful :  it  is  appointed  to  utter  destruction,  to  be  wholly  and 
entirely  consumed.  It  is  appointed  to  aufl^er  the  wrath  of  the 
great  God,  which  ia  to  foe  poured  down  from  God  upon  it,  like 
a  dreadful  storm  of  fire  and  brimstone.  This  city  ia  to  be  filled 
full  of  tfae  wrath  of  God.  Every  one  that  remains  in  it  shall 
have  the  fire  of  God'a  wrath  come  down  on  his  head,  and  into 
his  Bonl :  be  shall  be  fnll  of  fire,  and  full  of  the  wrath  of  the 
Almighty.    He  tball  be  encompassed  with  fire  without,  and  full 
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of  &re  within  :  his  bead,  his  heart,  his  bowels,  and  all  his  bmbd 
shall  be  full  of  gre,  and  Dot  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  him. 

Nor  shall  he  have  any  place  to  flee  to  for  relief.  Go 
where  he  will,  there  is  the6re  of  God's  wrath:  his  destruction 
and  torment  will  be  inevit^ible.  He  t^liall  be  destroyed  without 
any  pity.  He  shall  cry  aloud,  but  there  shall  be  uoae  to  help, 
there  shall  be  none  to  regard  Ins  lamentations,  or  to  aflbrd  rf  lief. 
The  decree  is  gone  forth,  and  the  days  come  when  Sodom  shall 
burn  as  an  oven,  and  all  ihe  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  as 
stubble.  As  it  was  in  the  literal  Sodom,  the  whole  city  was  full 
of  fire  :  in  their  houses  there  was  no  safety,  for  Ihey  were  all  on 
fire ;  and  if  they  fled  out  into  the  streets,  Ihey  also  were  full  of 
fire.  Fire  continually  came  down  out  of  heaven  every  where — 
That  was  a  dismal  time.  Whal  a  cry  was  there  then  in  that 
city,  in  every  part  of  it !  But  there  was  none  to  help  ;  Ihey  had 
no  where  to  go,  where  lliey  could  hide  their  heads  from  lire  : 
they  had  none  to  pity  or  relieve  them.  If  they  fled  to  their 
friends,  they  could  not  help  them. 

Now  with  what  haste  should  we  flee  from  a  cily  appointed 
to  such  a  destruction  !  and  liow  should  we  flee  without  looking 
behind  us!  how  should  il  be  our  whole  intent,  to  get  at  the 
greatest  distance  from  a  city  in  such  circumstances !  how  far 
should  we  be  from  thinking  at  all  of  returning  to  a  city  which 
lias  such  wrath  hanging  over  it ! 

4.  The  deslrnction  to  which  Sodom  is  appointed,  is  an 
universal  destruction.  None  that  slay  in  it  shall  escape  :  none 
will  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  any  by-corner,  where  the 
fire  will  not  search  them  out.  All  sorts,  old  and  young,  great 
and  small,  shall  be  destroyed.  There  shall  be  no  exception  of 
any  age,  or  any  sex,  or  any  ronditiou,  but  all  shall  perish  toge- 
ther. Gen.  six.  24,  25,  "Then  the  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom 
and  upon  Gomorrah  brimstone  and  fire  from  the  Lord  out  of 
heaven,  and  he  overthrew  those  cities  and  all  Ihe  plain,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Ihe  cities,  and  that  which  grew  upon  the 
ground."  We,  therefore,  must  not  delay  or  look  behind  us ;  for 
there  is  no  place  of  safety  in  Sodom,   nor  in  all  the  plain  on 

*  which  Sodom  is  built.     The  mountain  of  safely  is  before  us, 
and  not  behind  us, 

5.  The  destruction  to  which  Sodom  is  appointed,  is  an 
everlasting  destruction.  This  is  said  of  the  literal  Sodom,  that 
it  auflered  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire  ;  Jude  vii,  "  Even  as 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  (lie  cities  about  them,  in  like  man- 
ner, jriving  them-^elves  over  to  fornication,  and  going  after  strange 
fle<h,  are  set  forth  for  an  example,  suffering  the  vengeance  of 
eternal  fire."  The  destruction  that  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  suf- 
fered, was  an  eternal  destruction  :  Itiosc  cities  were  destroyed, 
and  have  never  been  built  since,  and  arc  not  capable  of  being 
rebuilt;  for  the  land  on  which  they  stood  at  Ihe  lime  of  Iheic 
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destructioD,  auok,  and  h&a  been  ever  aiDce  covered  with  the  lake 
of  Sodom,  or  tfoe  Dead  Sea,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Scripture,  the 
Sail  Sea.  This  seems  to  bave  beeo  thus  ordered  oq  purpose 
to  be  a  tjpe  of  the  eteraal  destraction  of  nogodly  men.  So  that 
fire  by  which  they  were  destroyed,  ia  called  eternal  Jire,  because 
it  was  BO  typically  ;  it  was  a  type  of  the  eternal  destruction  of 
ungodly  men  ;  which  may  be  in  part  what  is  intended,  when  it 
ia  said  in  that  text  io  Jude,  that  they  were  set  forth  for  an  ex- 
ample, or  for  a  type  or  representation  of  the  eternal  fire  in 
which  all  the  ungodly  are  to  be  conaumed. 

Sodom  haa  in  all  ages  since  been  covered  with  a  lake  which 
was  first  brought  on  it  by  fire  and  brimstone,  to  be  a  type  of 
the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone  in  which  ungodly  men  ahall  have 
their  part  for  ever  and  ever,  as  we  read  Rev.  xx.  15.,  and  else* 
where. — We  ought  not  therefore  to  look  back  when  fleeing  out 
of  Sodom,  seeing  that  the  destruction  to  which  it  is  appomted 
ia  an  eternal  destruction  ;  for  this  renders  the  destruction  infi- 
nitely  dreadful. 

6.  Sodom  ia  a  city  appointed  to  swift  and  audden  destruc- 
tion. The  destruction  ia  not  only  certain  and  inevitable,  and 
infinitely  dreadful,  but  it  will  come  speedily.  "Their judg- 
ment lingeretb  not,  and  their  damnation  alnmbereth  not;'' 
2  Pet.  ii.  3.  And  so  Deut.  xxxii.  35.,  "  The  day  of  their  cala- 
mity is  at  hand,  and  the  things  that  shall  come  upon  them  make 
haste."  The  storm  of  wrath,  the  black  clouds  of  divine  ven- 
geance even  now  every  moment  hang  over  them,  just  ready  to 
break  forth  and  come  down  in  a  dreadful  manner  upon  them. 
God  hath  already  whet  his  sword  and  bent  his  bow,  and  made 
ready  his  arrow  on  the  string,  Psalm  vii.  12.  Therefore  we 
should  make  haate,  and  not  look  behind  us.  For  if  we  linger 
and  atop  to  look  back,  and  fiee  not  for  our  lives,  there  ia  great 
danger  that  we  shall  be  involved  in  the  common  ruin. 

The  destruction  of  Sodom  is  not  only  swift,  but  will  come 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  fair  morn- 
ing in  Sodom  before  it  was  destroyed.  Gen.  xJx.  33.  It  seems 
that  there  were  no  clouds  to  be  seen,  no  appearance  of  any 
storm  at  all,  much  less  of  a  storm  of  fire  and  brimstone.  The 
inhabitants  of  Sodom  expected  no  such  thing ;  even  when  Lot 
told  his  sons-in-law  of  i^  they  would  not  believe  it ;  Gen.  xix. 
14. — They  were  making  merry ;  their  hearts  were  at  ease,  they 
tiiought  nothing  of  such  a  calamity  at  hand.  But  it  came  at 
once,  OS  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child,  and  there  was  no 
escaping;  as  ver.  36,  29.,  "They  did  eat,  they  drank;  they 
bouf^t,  they  sold ;  they  planted,  they  builded :  but  the  same 
day  that  Lot  went  out  of  Sodom,  it  rained  fire  and  brimstone 
from  heaven,  and  destroyed  them  all." 

So  it  ia  with  wicked  men;  Psalm  Ixxiii.  19.,  "  How  are 
they  brought  into  desolation  in  a  moment :  they  are  utterlv 
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couEamed  with  terrors." — If,  therefore,  wc  linger  and  look 
back,  wc  may  be  auddenly  overtaken  and  seized  with  de- 
struction. 

7.  There  is  nothing  in  Sodom  that  is  worth  looking  back 
upon.  All  the  enjoyments  of  Sodom  wilJ  soon  perish  in  the 
common  destruction;  all  will  be  burnt  up.  And  surely  it  is  not 
worth  the  while  to  look  back  on  things  that  arc  perishing  and 
consuming  in  the  flames,  as  it  is  with  all  the  enjoyments  of  sin ; 
they  are  all  appointed  to  the  lire.  Therefore  it  is  foolisb  for 
any  who  are  fleeing  out  of  Sodom  to  hanker  any  more  after 
them;  for  when  they  are  burnt  up,  what  good  can  they  do? 
And  is  it  worth  the  while  for  us  to  return  back  for  the  sake  of 
a  moment's  enjoyment  of  them,  before  they  are  burnt,  and  so 
expose  ourselves  to  be  burnt  up  with  them? 

Lot's  wife  looked  back,  because  she  remembered  the  plea- 
sant things  that  she  left  in  Sodom.  She  hankered  after  them; 
she  couKl  not  hut  look  back  with  a  wishful  eye  upon  the  city, 
where  she  had  lived  in  such  ease  and  pleasure.  Sodom  was  a 
place  of  great  outward  plenty;  they  ate  the  fat,  and  drank  the 
sweet.  The  soil  about  Sodom  was  exceedingly  fruitful ;  it  is 
said  to  be  as  ffte  garden  of  God,  Gen.  xii.  10.  And  fulness  of 
bread  was  one  of  the  sins  of  the  place,  Ezek.  icvi.  49. 

Here  Lot  and  his  wife  lived  plentifully ;  and  it  was  a  place 
where  the  inhabitants  wallowed  in  carnal  pleasures  and  delights. 
Bui  however  much  it  abounded  in  these  things,  what  were  they 
worth  now,  when  the  city  was  burning?  Lot's  wife  was  very 
foolish  in  lingering  in  her  escape,  for  the  sake  of  things  which 
were  all  on  fire.  So  the  enjoyments,  the  profits,  and  plea- 
sures of  sin,  have  the  wrath  and  curse  of  God  on  them  :  brim- 
stone is  scattered  on  them :  hell-flre  is  ready  to  kindle  on  them. 
It  is  not  therefore  worth  while  for  any  person  to  look  back  alter 
such  things. 

8.  We  are  warned  by  messengers  sent  to  us  from  God,  to 
make  haste  in  our  flight  from  Sodom,  and  not  to  look  behind  us. 
God  sends  to  us  his  ministers,  the  angels  of  the  churches,  on 
this  grand  errand,  as  he  sent  the  angels  to  warn  Lot  and  his  wife 
to  flee  for  (heir  lives,  Gen.  xix.  15,  16.  If  we  delay  or  took 
back,  now  that  we  have  had  such  fair  warning,  we  shall  be  ex- 
ceedingly inexcusable  and  monslrousty  foolish. 


APPLICATION. 

The  use  that  I  would  make  of  this  doctrine  is,  to  nam 
those  who  arc  in  a  natural  condition  to  flee  out  of  it,  and  by  no 
means  to  look  back.  While  you  are  out  of  Christ,  you  are  in 
Sodom.  The  whole  history  of  the  destruction  of  Sodom,  with 
all  its  circnmstancca,  seems  to  be  inserted  in  the  scriptures  for 
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oar  waming,  and  is  set  forth  for  an  example,  as  the  aposUe 
Jude  saya.  It,  in  a  lirely  manner,  typifies  the  case  of  natnral 
men,  the  destruction  of  those  that  continue  in  a  natural  state, 
and  the  manner  of  their  escape  who  flee  to  Christ.  The 
Psalmist,  when  speaking  of  the  appointed  punishment  of  un- 
godly men,  seems  evidently  to  refer  to  the  destruction  of  Sodom, 
Psalm  xi.  6.  "  Upon  the  wicked,  God  shall  rain  snares,  fire, 
and  brimstone,  and  an  horrible  tempest :  this  shall  be  the  por- 
tion of  their  cup." 

Consider,  therefore,  you  that  are  seeking  an  interest  in 
Christ,  jou  are  to  flee  out  of  Sodom.  Sodom  is  the  place  of 
your  nativity,  and  the  place  where  you  have  spent  your  lives. 
Vou  are  citizens  of  that  city  which  is  full  of  Sltbiness  and  abo- 
mination before  God,  that  polluted  and  accursed  city.  You 
belong  to  that  impure  society.  You  not  only  live  among  them, 
hnt  you  are  of  them,  you  have  committed  those  abominations, 
and  have  so  provoked  God  as  you  have  heard.  It  is  you  that 
I  have  all  this  while  been  speaking  of  under  this  doctrine  ;  you 
are  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom.  Perhaps  you  may  look  on  your 
circumstances  as  not  very  dreadful ;  but  you  dwell  in  Sodom. 
Thou^  you  may  be  reformed,  and  appear  with  a  clean  outside, 
and  a  smooth  face  to  the  world ;  yet,  as  long  as  you  are  in  a  na- 
tural condition,  you  are  impure  inhabitants  of  Sodom. 

The  world  of  mankind  is  divided  into  two  companies,  or, 
as  I  may  say,  into  two  cities:  there  is  the  city  of  Zion,  the 
church  of  God,  the  holy  and  beloved  city  ;  and  there  is  Sodom, 
that  polluted  and  accursed  city,  which  is  appointed  to  destruc- 
tion. You  belong  to  the  latter  of  these.  How  much  soever 
you  may  look  upon  yourselves  as  better  than  some  others,  you 
are  of  the  same  city  ;  the  same  oompany  with  fornicators,  and 
drunkards,  and  adulterers,  and  common  swearers,  and  highway- 
men, and  pirates,  and  Sodomites.  How  much  soever  you  may 
think  yourselves  distinguished,  as  long  as  you  are  out  of  Christ 
you  belong  to  the  very  same  society  ;  you  are  of  the  company, 
you  join  with  them,  and  are  no  better  than  they,  any  otherwise 
than  as  you  have  greater  restraints.  You  are  considered  in  the 
sight  of  God  as  fit  to  be  ranked  with  them.  You  and  they  are 
altogether  the  objects  of  loathing  and  abhorrence,  and  have  the 
wrath  of  God  abiding  on  you  :  you  will  go  with  them  and  be 
destroyed  with  them,  if  you  do  not  escape  from  your  present 
state.  Yea,  you  are  of  the  same  society  and  the  same  company 
with  the  devils,  for  Sodom  is  not  only  the  city  of  wicked  men, 
bat  it  is  the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit. 

You  belong  to  that  city  which  is  appointed  to  an  awful, 
inevitable,  universal,  swift,  and  sudden  destruction ;  a  city  that 
hath  a  storm  of  fire  and  wrath  hanging  over  it.  Many  of  you 
are  conTincedof  the  awful  state  you  are  in  while  in  Sodom,  and 
are  making  some  attempts  to  escape  from  the  wrath  which  hang& 
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over  it.  Let  such  be  warned  by  what  hath  been  said,  to  escape 
for  their  Hves,  and  not  to  look  back.  Look  not  back,  unless  yoa 
choose  to  have  a  share  in  the  burning  tempest  that  is  coming 
down  on  that  city.  Look  not  back  in  remembrance  of  the  en- 
joyments which  you  have  had  in  Sodom,  as  hankering  after  the 
pleasant  things  which  you  have  had  there,  after  the  ease,  the 
security,  and  the  pleasure  which  you  have  there  enjoyed. 

Remember  Lot^s  wife,  for  she  looked  back,  as  being  loth 
utterly  and  for  ever  to  leave  the  ease,  the  pleasure  and  plenty 
which  she  enjoyed  in  Sodom,  and  as  having  a  mind  to  return  to 
them  again :  remember  what  became  of  her. — ^Remember  the 
children  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness,  who  were  desirous  of  going 
back  again  into  Egypt.  Numb.  xi.  5.  ''  We  remember  the 
flesh  which  we  did  eat  in  Egypt  freely,  the  cucumbers,  and  the 
melons,  and  the  leeks  and  onions,  and  the  garlick.^'  Remember 
what  was  the  issue.  You  must  be  willing  for  ever  to  leave  all 
the  ease,  and  pleasure,  and  profit  of  sin,  to  forsake  all  for  salva- 
tion, as  Lot  forsook  all,  and  left  all  he  had,  to  escape  out  of 
Sodom. 


SERMON  V. 

THE  FOLL¥  OF  LOOKING  BACK  UK  FLEEING  OUT  OF    • 

SODOM. 


Luke  xvii.  39. 
Remen^er  LoVs  Wife. 

The  doctrine  from  these  words  was»  That  wt  ought  not  to 
look  h€Lck  when  we  are  fleeing  out  of  Sodom. — Having  confirmed 
this  doctrine  by  several  reasons,  we  came  to  the  application  of 
it  in  a  use  of  warning  to  sinners  in  a  natural  state,  and  espe- 
cially to  those  who  are  awakened  and  convinced  of  the  awful 
state  in  which  they  are,  and  are  desirous  of  escaping  the  wrath 
whicli  is  to  come.  And  further  to  enforce  this  warning,  let  me 
entreat  all  you  who  are  in  this  state,  to  consider  the  several 
things  which  I  shall  now  mention : 

!•  The  destruction  of  which  you  are  in  danger  is  infinitely 
more  dreadful  than  that  destruction  of  the  literal  Sodom  from 
which  Lot  fled.  The  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in 
a  storm  of  fire  and  brimstone,  was  but  a  shadow  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  ungodly  men  in  hell,  and  is  no  more  to  it  than  a  shadow 
or  a  picture  is  to  a  reality,  or  than  painted  fire  is  to  real  fire.— - 
The  misery  of  hell  is  set  forth  by  various  shadows  and  images 
in  scripture,  as  blackness  of  darkness,  a  never-dying  worm,  a 
furnace  of  fire,  a  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  the  torments  of  the 
valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  a  storm  of  fire  and  brimstone. — 
The  reason  why  se  many  similitudes  are  used,  is  because  none 
of  them  are  sufficient.  Any  one  does  but  partly  and  very  im- 
perfectly represent  the  truth,  and  therefore  God  makes  use 
of  many* 

You  have  therefore  much  more  need  to  make  haste  in  your 
escape,  and  not  to  look  behind  you,  than  Lot  and  his  wife  had 
when  tiie^  fled  out  of  Sodom ;  for  you  are  every  day  and  every 
moment  m  danger  of  a  thousand  times  more  dreadful  storm 
coming  on  your  heads,  than  that  which  came  on  Sodom,  when 
the  Lord  rained  brimstone  and  fire  from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven 
upon  them ;  ao  that  it  will  be  vastly  more  sottish  in  you  to  look 
back  tiian  it  was  in  Lot^s  wife. 
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2.  The  destruction  of  which  you  are  tn  danger  is  not  only 
greater  than  the  temporal  destruction  of  Sodom,  but  greater 
than  the  eternal  destruction  of  the  inhahitanls  of  Sodom.  For 
however  well  you  may  think  you  have  behaved  yourselves,  you 
who  have  contioued  impenitent  under  the  glorious  gospel,  have 
sinned  more,  and  provoked  God  far  more,  and  have  greater  guilt 
upon  you,  than  Ibe  inhabitants  of  Sodom ;  although  you  may 
seem  to  yourselves,  and  perhaps  to  others,  to  be  very  harmless 
creatures;  Matt.  x.  15.,  "Verily  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall  be 
more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
than  for  that  city." 

3.  Multitudes,  while  they  have  been  looking  back,  have 
been  suddenly  overtaken  and  seized  by  the  storm  of  wrath. 
The  wrath  of  God  hath  i)ot  delayed,  while  they  have  delayed; 
it  has  not  wailed  at  all  fur  them  to  turn  about  and  flee ;  but  has 
presently  seized  them,  and  they  have  been  past  hope.  When 
Lot's  wife  looked  back,  she  was  immediately  destroyed,  God 
had  esercised  patience  towards  her  before.  When  she  lingered 
at  the  setting  out,  the  angels  pressed  her,  and  her  husband  and 
children,  to  make  haste.  Not  only  so,  hut  when  they  yet 
delayed,  they  brought  her  forth-  and  set  her  without  the  city,  the 
Lord  being  mcrcihil  to  her.  But  now  when,  notwithstanding 
this  mercy,  and  the  warnings  which  had  been  given  her,  she 
looked  back,  God  exercised  no  more  patience  towards  her,  but 
proceeded  immediately  to  put  her  to  death. 

Now  God  has  in  like  manner  been  merciful  to  you.  You 
in  lime  past  have  been  lingering ;  you  have  been  warned  by  the 
angel  of  your  danger,  and  pressed  to  make  baste  and  flee  ;  yet 
you  have  delayed.  And  now  at  length  God  hath  as  it  were  laid 
hold  on  you.  by  the  convictions  of  his  Spirit,  to  draw  you  out  of 
Sodom;  Iherciore  rcmrmbtr  Lot's  wife.  If  now  after  all,  you 
should  look  back,  when  God  hath  beeu  so  merciful  to  you,  you 
will  have  reason  to  fear,  that  God  will  suddenly  destroy  you. 
Multitudes,  when  they  have  been  looking  back,  and  putting  off 
to  another  time,  have  never  had  another  opportunity;  they  have 
been  suddenly  destroyed,  and  (bat  wilhuut  remedy. 

4.  If  yon  look  back,  and  live  long  after  it,  there  will  be 
great  danger  that  yon  will  never  get  any  further.  The  only  way 
to  seek  Balvatioii  is  to  press  forward  with  all  your  might,  and  still 
to  look  and  press  forwai-d,  never  to  stand  still  or  slacken  your 
pace.  When  Lot's  wife  stopped  iu  her  flight,  and  stood  still  ia 
order  that  she  might  look,  her  punishment  was,  that  there  she 
should  stand  for  ever ;  she  never  got  any  further ;  she  never  got 
beyond  that  place:  bnl  there  she  stood  as  a  pillar  of  salt,  a 
durable  pillar  and  monuinei.t  of  wrath,  for  her  folly  and  wick- 
edness. 

So  it  is  very  often  with  backsliders,  though  they  may  live 
a  considerable  time  after.     When  they  look  back,  aAcr  they 
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have  been  taking  pains  for  their  salvation,  they  lose  all,  they  put 
themselves  under  vast  disadvantages ;  by  quenching  the  Spirit 
of  God,  and  losing  their  convictions,  they  dreadfully  harden  their 
own  hearts,  and  stupify  their  souls.  They  make  way  for  dis- 
couragements, dreadfully  strengthen  and  establish  the  interest 
of  sin  in  their  hearts,  many  ways  give  Satan  great  advantages 
to  ruin  them,  and  provoke  God  oftentimes  utterly  to  leave  them 
to  hardness  of  heart.  When  they  come  to  look  back,  their 
souls  presently  become  dead  and  hard  like  the  body  of  Lot^s 
wife.  And  though  they  live  long  after,  they  never  get  any  fur- 
ther ;  it  is  worse  for  them  than  if  they  were  immediately  damned. 
When  persons,  in  fleeing  out  of  Sodom,  look  back,  their  last  case 
is  far  worse  than  the  first ;  Matt.  xii.  43,  44,  45.  And  expe- 
rience confirms,  that  none  ordinarily  are  so  hard  to  be  brought 
to  repentance  as  backsliders. 

5.  It  may  well  stir  you  up  to  flee  for  your  lives,  and  not 
to  look  behind  you,  when  you  consider  how  many  have  lately 
fled  to  the  mountain,  while  you  yet  remain  in  Sodom.  To  what 
multitudes  hath  God  gven  the  wisdom  to  flee  to  Christ,  the 
mountain  of  safety !  They  have  fled  to  the  little  city  Zoar, 
which  God  will  spare,  and  never  destroy.  How  many  have 
you  seen  of  all  sorts  resorting  out  of  Sodom  thither,  as  believing 
the  word  of  God  by  the  angels,  that  God  would  surely  destroy 
that  place.  They  are  in  a  safe  condition  ;  they  are  got  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  storm  ;  the  fire  and  brimstone  can  do  them  no 
hurt  there. 

But  you  yet  remain  in  that  cursed  city  among  that  accursed 
company.  You  are  yet  in  Sodom,  which  God  is  about  so 
terribly  to  destroy,  where  you  are  in  danger  every  minute  of 
having  snares,  fire  and  brimstone,  come  down  on  your  head. — 
Though  so  many  have  obtained,  yet  you  have  not  obtained 
defiverance.  Good  has  come,  but  you  have  seen  none  of  it. 
Others  are  happy,  but  no  man  knows  what  will  become  of  you  : 
Tou  have  no  part  nor  lot  in  thatglorious  salvation  of  souls,  which 
has  lately  been  among  us.  The  consideration  of  this  should 
stir  you  up  effectually  to  escape,  and,  in  your  escape,  to  press 
forward — still  to  press  forward — and  to  resolve  to  press  forward 
for  ever,  let  what  will  be  in  the  way,  to  hearken  to  no  tempta- 
tion, and  never  to  look  back,  or  in  any  wise  slacken  or  abate 
^our  endeavours  as  long  as  you  live,  but  if  possible  to  increase 
m  them  more  and  more. 

6.  Backsliding  after  auch  a  time  as  this,*  will  have  a  vastly 
greater  tendency  to  seal  a  man^s  damnation  than  at  another 
time*  The^eater  means  men  have,  the  louder  calls,  and  the 
greater  advantages  they  are  under,  the  more  dangerous  is  back- 

.    *  The  tune  of  the  revival  of  religion  at  NorthamptoD,  A.  D.  1735. 
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sliding,  the  more  it  haa  a  teodenc^  to  eohaDce  guilt,  to  provoke 
God,  and  to  harden  the  heart. 

We.  iu  this  land  of  light,  have  long  enjoyed  greater  advan- 
tages than  mo^t  of  Ihe  world.  But  the  advantages  which 
persons  are  under  now  for  their  salvation,  are  perhaps  tenfold 
what  they  have  been  at  s>ich  lime)'  as  we  have  ordinarily  lived 
in ;  and  backsliding  will  be  projiortionably  the  greater  sin,  and 
the  more  dangerous  to  the  soul.  You  have  seen  God'a  glory 
and  his  wonders  amongst  Ui^,  in  a  mottt  marvellous  manner.  If, 
therefore,  yon  look  back  after  thia.  there  will  be  great  danger 
that  God  will  swear  in  his  wrath,  that  you  thall  never  enter  into 
his  rest ;  as  God  sw»re  concerning  them  that  were  for  going 
back  into  ii^gypt,  after  they  had  seen  the  wonders  which  God 
wrought  for  Israel.  Numb.  xiv.  32,  23.  '^  Because  all  those 
men  that  have  seen  my  glory  and  my  miracles,  that  I  did  is 
Egypt,  and  in  the  wilderness,  and  have  tempted  me  now  iheee 
ten  times,  and  have  not  hearkened  to  my  voice ;  purely  they  shall 
not  see  the  land  which  I  swarc  unto  their  fathers,  neither  shall 
any  of  them  that  provoked  me  see  it."  The  wonders  that  we 
have  seen  among  us  of  late,  have  been  of  a  more  glorious  na- 
ture than  those  that  the  children  of  Israel  saw  in  Egypt,  audio 
the  wilderness. 

We  know  not  but  lh;it  great  part  of  the  wicked  world  are, 
at  this  day,  in  Sodom's  circumstances,  when  Lot  ded  out  of  it; 
having  some  outward,  temporal  destruction  han^ng  over  it.  It 
looks  as  if  some  great  thing  were  coming  ;  the  state  of  things 
in  the  world  seems  to  be  ripe  for  some  great  revolution.  The 
world  has  got  to  such  a  terrible  degree  of  wickedness,  that  it  is 
probable  the  cry  of  it  has  reached  up  to  heaven  ;  and  it  ie  hardly 
probable  that  God  will  auSer  things  to  go  on,  as  they  now  do, 
much  longer.  It  is  likely  thai  God  will,  ere  long,  appear  in 
awful  majesty  to  vindicate  his  own  cau<'e  ;  anil  then  none  will 
be  safe  (hat  are  out  of  Christ.  Now,  therefore,  every  one  should 
fiee  for  his  life,  and  escape  to  the  mountain,  lest  he  be  consumed. 
We  cannot  certainly  tell  what  God  is  about  to  do,  but  this  wc 
nay  know,  tliat  those  who  arc  out  of  Christ,  are  in  a  most  un- 
safe  state. 

8.  To  enforce  this  warning  against  looking  back,  let  me 
beseech  you  to  consider  the  exceeding  proncncss  to  it  there  is 
in  the  heart.  The  heart  of  man  is  a  backsliding  heart.  There 
is  in  the  heart  a  great  love  and  hankering  desire  afler  the  ease, 

Eleasure,  and  enjoyments  of  Sodom,  as  there  was  in  Lot's  wife, 
y  which  persons  are  continually  liable  to  temptations  to  took 
back.  The  heart  is  so  much  towards  Sodom,  that  it  is  a  diffi- 
cult thing  to  keep  the  eye  from  turning  that  way,  and  Ihe  feet 
from  tending  thither.  When  men  under  convictions  arc  put 
Upon  fleeing,  it  is  a  mere  force,  it  is  because  God  lays  hold  on 
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dieir  bands,  as  he  did  on  Lot's  anil  his  wife's,  and  drags  them  so 
fkr.    But  the  tendeDcy  of  the  heart  is  to  go  back  to  Sodom. 

Persons  are  very  prone  to  backstiding  also  through  dis- 
couragement The  heart  ie  unsteady,  soon  tired,  and  apt  to 
listen  to  discouraging  temptations.  A  little  difficulty  and  delay 
soon  overcome  its  feeble  resolutions.  And  discouragement 
tends  to  backsliding :  it  weakens  persons'  hands,  lies  as  a  dead 
weight  on  their  hearts,  and  makes  them  drag  heavily ;  and  if  it 
continue  long,  it  very  often  issues  in  security  and  senselessness. 
Convictions  are  often  shaken  off  that  way :  they  beg^n  first  to  go 
off  with  discouragement. 

Backsliding  is  a  disease  that  is  exceeding  secret  in  its  way 
of  working.  It  is  a  flattering  distemper ;  it  works  like  a  con- 
samption,  wherein  persons  often  flatter  themselves  that  they  are 
not  worse,  but  something  better,  and  in  a  hopeful  way  to  re* 
cover,  till  a  few  days  before  they  die.  So  backsliding  com- 
monly comes  on  gradually,  and  steals  on  men  insensibly,  and 
they  still  flatter  themselves  that  they  are  not  backslidden.    They 

f>lead  that  they  are  seeking  yet,  and  they  hope  the^  have  not 
ost  their  convictions.  And  by  the  time  they  find  it  ont,  and 
cannot  pretend  so  any  longer,  they  are  commonly  so  iar  gone, 
that  they  care  not  much  if  they  nave  lost  their  convictions. 
And  when  it  is  come  to  that,  it  is  commonly  a  gone  case  as  to 
those  convictions.  Thus  they  blind  themselves,  and  keep 
diemselves  insensible  of  their  own  disease,  and  so  are  not 
terri&ed  with  it,  nor  awakened  to  use  means  for  relief,  till  it  is 
past  cure. 

Thus  it  is  that  backsliding  commonly  comes  upon  persons 
that  have  for  some  time  been  under  any  considerable  convic- 
tioas,  and  afterwards  lose  them.  Let  the  consideration  of  this 
your  danger  excite  you  to  (he  greatest  care  and  diligence  to 
keep  your  hearts,  and  to  watchfulness  and  constant  prayer 
against  backsliding.  And  let  it  put  you  upon  endeavours  to 
strengthen  your  resolutions  of  guarding  against  every  thing  that  . 
tesds  to  the  contrary,  that  you  mar  indeed  hold  out  to  the  end; 
for  then  ihall  ymi  know,  if  t/ou  folloa  on  to  know  the  Lord, 


SERmON  VI.* 

THE  WARNINGS  OF  SCRIPTURE  ARE  IN  THE  BEST  MAN- 
NER ADAPTED  TO  THE  AWAKENING  AND 
CONVERSION  OF  SINNERS. 


Luke  xvi.  31. 


^nd  he  said  unto  him^  If  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  prophets^ 
neither  will  they  be  persitadedy  though  one  rose  from  the 
dead» 

We  here  have  an  account  how  the  rich  man  in  hell — ^after 
he  had  in  vain  begged  of  Abraham  to  send  Lazarus  to  his  relief 
— ^prays  that  Lazarus  may  be  sent  to  his  brethren  to  warn  them, 
that  they  might  take  care  for  their  salvation,  and  escape  that 
place  of  torment.  By  the  way,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark, 
that  we  cannot  from  this  conclude,  that  the  damned  will  have 
any  workings  of  natural  affection  to  their  near  relations  in  this 
world,  or  any  concern  for  their  salvation.  The  design  of  Christ 
was  only  parabolically  to  represent  what  different  thoughts 
worldly  and  wicked  men  will  have  of  things,  when  in  hell,  from 
what  they  have  while  upon  earth.  The  rich  man,  when  he  was 
upon  earth,  only  minded  his  honour,  ease,  and  pleasure,  and  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  take  care  of  his  soul,  and  to  be  at 
much  pains  to  escape  hell.  But  now  he  is  of  another  mind, 
and  is  sensible  that  if  his  five  brethren,  who  live  in  the  same 
careless  neglect  of  their  souls  as  he  did,  knew  what  hell  is,  they 
would  take  more  care. 

But  this  seems  to  be  put  into  the  parable  chiefly  to  intro- 
duce what  follows,  the  reply  which  Abraham  made  to  him.  They 
have  Moses  and  the  prophets,  let  them  hear  them*  As  much  as  to 
say.  They  have  already  abundant  warning,  and  instruction, 
which  God  himself  hath  provided  for  them,  let  them  make  use 
of  that. 

The  rich  man  replies,  J^ay^  Father  Abraham^  but  if  one 
went  unto  them  from  the  dead^  they  will  repent.  Then  come  in 
the  words  of  the  text,  And  he  said  unto  him,  If  they  hear  not 

*  Not  dated. 
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Moats  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  persuaded,  though 
one  rose  from  the  dead.  By  Mojjbs  and  the  oropheta  ig  meant 
the  whole  Old  Testament,  which  was  the  whole  canon  of  scrip- 
ture which  they  had  in  those  times.  The  hearing  of  them 
implies,  attending  to  what  thej  say,  believing  them,  and  obeying 
them.  They  would  not  be  persuaded,  that  is,  they  would  not  be 
persuaded  to  take  thorough  care  of  their  souls,  to  forsake  their 
sins  and  turn  to  God,  so  as  to  avoid  this  place  of  torments. — 
l^ough  one  rose  Jrom  the  dead  ;  thou^  one  fihould  go  from  the 
iDTisible  world,  either  from  heaven,  where  they  see  the  torments 
of  the  damned,  or  from  hell,  where  they  feel  them. 

DOCTRINE. 

The  warnings  of  God's  word  are  more  fitted  to  obtain  the 
ends  of  awakening  sinners,  and  bringing  them  to  rcpentaDce, 
than  the  rising  of  one  from  the  dead  to  ,wam  them. 

In  this  passage,  Moses  and  the  prophets  seem  not  only  to 
be  equalized  to  the  warnings  of  one  from  the  invisible  world,  but 
to  be  preferred  before  them.  They  have  Moses  and  the 
prophets,  let  them  hear  them  :  they  have  already  those  means 
which  God  in  his  infinite  wisdom  hath  seen  tg  be  fittest  for  . 
tiiem,  and  more  suitable  to  their  nature  and  circumstances  than 
tiie  rising  of  one  from  the  dead. — But  whether  there  can  be  any 
more  than  an  equality  necessarily  inferred  or  not ;  yet  if  only 
the  warnings  of  the  Old  Testament  have  an  equal  tendency  to 
bring  men  to  repentance,  as  the  rising  of  one  from  the  dead ; 
then  surely  these,  together  with  the  much  clearer  revelation 
under  the  gospel-dispensation  by  Christ  and  bis  apostles— 
wherein  we  are  abundantly  more  plainly  told  of  another  world, 
and  wherein  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light — must 
have  a  much  greater  tendency  and  fitness  to  obtain  these  ends. 

Sinners  are  apt  to  find  fault  with  the  means  of  grace  which 
they  enjoy,  and  to  say  with  themselves,  if  1  had  ever  seen  hell,  or 
had  ever  heard  the  cries  of  the  damned,  or  had  ever  seen  a 
person  who  had  felt  hell-torments,  or  had  seen  them  at  a  dis- 
tance, that  would  awaken  me;  then  1  would  forsake  all  my  sins, 
and  would  do  whatever  i  could  to  escape  hell.  But  now  I  am 
only  told  of  hell  in  the  Bible  and  by  ministers ;  and  there  never 
was  any  in  this  world  that  saw  or  felt  it :  so  (hat  I  am  ready  to 
think  that  it  is  mere  delusion  and  fancy.  How  do  1  know  that 
there  is  any  hell  ?  How  do  I  know  but  that  when  I  die,  there 
will  be  an  end  of  me? 

But  it  is  the  indisposition  of  sinners  to  this  great  work,  to 
which  tiiey  are  directed,  which  makes  them  find  &ult  with  their 
means  and  advantages.  The  slothful  and  negl^ent,  who  bate 
ftHaestir  thenuelves,  are  they  who  object.     "  'Hie  way  of  the 
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slothful  is  aa  a  hedge  of  thorns." — Sinners  know  not  what  they 
would  have.  They  are  fixedrj-  averse  to  breaking  off  their  sina 
by  righteousness ;  and  to  make  the  matter  the  more  excusable, 
they  object  against  the  sufficiency  of  their  means,  and  so  they 
will  not  believe,  except  they  see  hell,  or  see  some  person  who 
has  seen  it. 

But  God,  who  knows  our  nature  and  circumstances,  knows 
what  is  most  adapted  to  them.  He  who  made  the  faculties  of 
our  souls,  knows  what  will  have  the  greatest  tendency  to  move 
them,  and  to  work  upon  them.  He  who  is  striving  with  ua, 
to  bring  us  to  repentance  and  salvation,  uses  the  fittest  and  best 
means.  In  contriving  and  appointing  the  means  of  our  salva- 
tion, he  chooses  better  for  us  than  we  should  for  ourselves. 

Suppose  a  person  should  rise  from  the  dead  to  warn  sin- 
ners, either  from  heaven,  where  ihcy  see  the  misery  of  the 
damned,  or  from  hell,  where  they  feel  it;  and  should  tell  how 
dismal  those  torments  are,  having  seen  or  felt  them;  and  sup- 
pose he  should  confirm  what  he  said,  by  declaring  that  he  had 
seen  the  smoke  of  their  torments,  the  raging  of  the  flames,  the 
dreadful  crew  of  devils  and  damned  souls  together,  and  had 
heard  their  dismal  cries  and  shrieks;  or  suppose  he  should  say 
that  he  had  fcU  them,  and  should  express  by  words  and  actions 
the  doleful  state  of  the  damned  and  the  extremity  of  their  tor- 
ments; this  would  probably  greatly  fright  and  terrify  many 
ainnerB  who  were  not  terrified  by  reading  the  Bible,  nor  by 
hearing  preaching  about  hell-torments.  But  it  would  be  very 
much  because  of  the  unusualness  and  strangeness  of  the  thing. 
Men  are  apt  to  be  much  atlected  with  str&nge  things,  and  to  be 
mQCh  affrighted  by  spectres  in  the  dark,  because  Ihey  are  unusual. 
But  if  they  were  as  common  as  preaching  is,  they  would  lose 
their  effect. 

It  might  be  that  on  such  an  unusual  occasion,  aa  the  rising 
of  one  from  the  dead,  for  a  while  men  would  reform  their  lives, 
and  possibly  some  might  be  so  affected  as  never  to  forget  it. — 
Bat  we  are  to  consider  which  would  have  the  greatest  tendency 
to  awaken  us,  if  both  were  alike  new  and  unusual,  to  be  warned 
of  the  misery  of  hell  by  the  great  God  himself,  declaring  as  it 
were  from  heaven  how  dreadful  hell  is,  and  abundantly  warning 
us  about  it ;  or  to  be  warned  only  by  a  man  coming  from  the 
invisible  world,  who  had  cither  seen  or  felt  these  miseries.  It 
is  in  this  view  that  we  shall  consider  the  mailer;  and  weshatt 
shew  what  advantages  the  former  mode  of  warning  has  above 
the  latter :  or  how  the  warnings  of  God's  word  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  awaken  sinners  and  bring  them  to  repentance,  than 
the  rising  of  one  from  the  dead  to  warn  them. 

1.  God,  in  many  respects,  knows  better  what  belongs  to 
ibc  punishment  of  sinners  than  departed  souls.  Departed  soula 
■  donbtlCH  know  what  hell  torments  arc,  much  better  than  any  In 
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earth.  The  Kmb  of  the  wicked  feel  them,  and  ttie  aoob  oSVbe 
saiats  Ke  them  afer  off.  God  glorifies  his  jastice  in  the  poniiti- 
mentof  uneodly  men,  id  the  view  of  the  saints  and  ai^els,  and 
thereby  makes  them  the  more  admire  the  riches  of  his  goodoeai 
in  choosing  them  to  life.  As  the  rich  man  saw  Luurus  in 
heaven  aikr  off,  so  Lazarus  saw  the  rich  man  in  hell  ;  be 
saw  hell-tonneDts ;  and  therefore  the  rich  man  desires  he  may 
be  sent  to  warn  his  brethren.  And  if  one  should  rise  from  the 
dead  to  warn  wicked  men,  if  it  would  at  all  awaken  them,  it 
would  be  because  he  knew  what  hell-torments  were  by  hie  own 
knowledge,  and  could  describe  them  to  others,  as  having  seea 
and  felt  mm. 

But  surely  the  all-seeing  God  knows  as  well  as  any  of  the 
dead,  what  the  present  sufierings  of  the  damned  are.  He  is 
evei^  where  present  with  his  aU-seeing  eye.  He  is  in  beavea 
and  in  hell,  and  in  and  through  every  part  of  the  creation.  He 
is  where  every  devil  is ;  and  where  every  damned  soul  is,  he  is. 
present  by  his  knowledge  and  his  essence.  He  not  only  knows  as 
well  as  those  in  heaven,  who  see  at  a  distance  ;  but  he  knows  as 
perfectly  as  those  who  feel  the  misery.  He  seeth  into  the 
innennost  recesses  of  those  miserable  spirits.  He  seeth  all  the 
sorrow  and  anguish  that  are  there  ;  for  he  upholds  them  in 
being.  They  and  all  the  powers  of  their  spirits,  whereby  they 
are  capable  of  either  happiness  or  misery,  are  in  his  hands. 

Besides,  it  is  his  wrath  they  endure  ;  he  measures  out  to 
them  their  several  portions  of  punishment ;  he  makes  his  wrath 
enter  into  them  ;  he  is  a  consuming  fire  to  them ;  his  anger  is 
that  fire,  in  which  they  are  tormented.  He  therefore  is  doubt- 
less able  to  give  us  as  clear  and  distinct,  and  as  true  an  account 
of  bell,  as  the  damned  themselves,  if  they  should  rise  from  the 
dead.     He  needs  not  any  to  inform  him. 

He  knows  far  better  what  the  eternity  of  those  torments  is 
tttan  any  of  them.  He  can  better  tell  us  how  awful  a  thing 
eternity  is.  He  knows  better  what  the  future  judgment  of  sin* 
ners  vnll  be,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  come  in  flamii^  fire 
to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not 
the  gospel.  He  knows  far  better  than  they  how  much  the  tor- 
ment of  the  wicked  will  then  be  increased. 

.  2.  We  have  the  truth  upon  surer  grounds  from  God'a 
testimony,  than  we  could  have  it  from  the  testimony  of  one 
finng  from  the  dead.  Suppose  one  should  rise  from  the  dead 
and  tell  us  of  the  dreadfulness  of  hell  torments ;  how  precarious 
a  foundation  would  that  be  to  build  upon,  in  a  matter  of  such 
importance,  unless  we  consider  it  as  confirmed  by  divine  lesti' 
mony.  We  should  be  uncertain  whether  there  were  not  some 
'  delusion  in  the  case.  We  know  that  it  is  impossible  for  God  to 
lie;  and  we  may  know  that  the  matter  is  just  as  he  declares  it  to 
as.    Bnt-if  one  ibonld  come  from  the  dead,  we  could  not  be 
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SO  sure  that  we  were  no  way  imposed  upon.  We  could  not  be 
so  sure  that  he  who  testified  was  not  himself  subject  to  some 
delusion.  We  could  not  be  sure  that  the  matter  was  not 
strained  too  high,  and  represented  greater  than  it  really  is. 

One  coming  (rom  the  dead  could  not,  merely  by  force  of 
his  own  testimony,  make  us  sure  that  we  should  come  to  that 
place  of  torments  if  we  did  not  repent  and  reform.  And  if  there 
should  come  more  witnesses  than  one  from  the  dead,  if  there 
should  be  ever  so  many,  yet  there  is  no  authority  eqnal  to  that 
of  God ;  there  is  no  testimony  of  spirits  from  the  invisible  world 
which  would  be  so  indisputable  and  unquestionable  as  the  divine 
testimony.  How  could  wc  know,  unless  by  some  divine  reve- 
lation, that  they  who  should  come  from  the  dead  had  not  come 
to  deceive  us  ?  How  could  we  know  how  wicked,  or  how  good 
they  were,  and  upon  what  views  they  acted  ? 

Whereas  we  have  the  greatest  ground  to  be  assured,  that 
the  First  Beings  and  the  fountain  of  all  being*and  perfection,  is 
nothing  but  light  and  truth  itself,  and  therefore  that  it  is  impos- 
sible he  should  deceive  or  be  deceived. 

3.  The  warnings  of  God's  word  have  greatly  the  advan-* 
tage,  by  reason  of  the  greatness  and  majesty  of  him  who  speaks. 
The  speeches  and  declarations  of  those  who  are  great,  excel- 
lent, and  honourable,  have  a  greater  tendency  to  move  the 
affections,  than  the  declarations  of  others  who  are  less  excellent. 
Things  spoken  by  a  king  affect  more  than  the  same  things 
spoken  by  a  mean  man. 

But  God  is  intinitely  greater  than  kings ;  he  is  universal 
King  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  absolute  Sovereign  of  all  things. 
Now,  what  can  have  a  greater  tendency  to  strike  the  mind  and 
move  the  heart,  than  to  be  warned  by  this  great  and  glorious 
Being  ?  Shall  we  be  unmoved  when  he  speaks  who  made 
heaven  and  earth  by  the  word  of  his  power  ?  If  his  immediate 
speeches,  declarations,  and  warnings,  will  not  influence  us,  what 
will  ?  Isaiah  i.  2.  ^^  Hear,  O  heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  earth, 
for  the  Lord  hath  spoken." — That  is  to  the  present  purpose 
which  we  have  in  Matt.  xxi.  37.  ^'  But  last  of  all,  he  sent 
his  Son,  saying.  They  will  reverence  my  Son."  He  sent  his 
servants  before,  but  they  did  not  regard  them.  He  therefore 
sent  his  Son,  who  was  a  much  greater  and  more  honourable 
messenger,  and  said,  Surely  they  will  regard  him. 

What  if  God  should  send  messengers  from  the  dead  to 
warn  us^  even  many  in  succession,  and  men  should  reject  them ; 
we  should  justly  argue,  that  it  would  have  a  much  greater  ten- 
dency to  make  men  regard  and  obey  the  counsel,  if  he  would 
send  his  Son  or  come  himself.  BiH  God  hath  sent  his  Son, 
and  therein  he  hath  come  himself.  He  came  down  from 
heaven  and  took  upon  him  our  nature,  and  dwelt  among  us, 
teaching  and  warning  us  concerning  hell  and  damnation. 
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Id  the  Bible,  we  not  only  have  those  wantings  which  were 
given  by  inspiration  of  the  prophets,  but  we  bave  God's  own 
words  which  he  spake  as  it  were  by  his  own  mouth.  In  the 
Old  Testament  is  his  voice  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire  and  the 
darkness,  from  Mount  Sinai ;  and  in  the  New  Testament,  we 
have  God  speaking  to  us,  as  dwelling  among  us.  He  came 
down  from  heaven,  and  instructed  us  in  a  familiar  manner  for 
a  long  while ;  and  we  have  his  instructions  recorded  in  our 
Bibles. — Now,  which  has  the  greatest  tendency  to  influence 
men,  to  have  one  of  the  departed  spirits  sent  back  into  its  body 
to  warn  them,  or  to  have  God  himself  assume  a  body  and  warn 
themT 

4.  It  more  evidently  shows  the  importance  of  the  alfair, 
that  God  should  immediately  concern  himself  in  it,  than  the 
coming  of  one  from  the  dead  would  do.  Those  things  about 
which  kings  moat  immediately  concern  themselves  are  commonly 
matters  of  the  greatest  importance,  while  they  leave  less  con* 
cernmenfs  to  be  managed  by  their  officers.  And  surely  that  must 
he  a  matter  of  very  great  moment,  in  which  God  shows  himself 
so  much  concerned  as  he  does  in  our  salvation.  God,  in  all 
ages  of  the  world,  hath  showed  himself  very  much  concerned  in 
this  matter.  How  abundantly  hath  he  warned  us  in  his  holy 
word!  How  earnest  hath  he  shown  himself  in  it!  How  many 
ai^uments  and  expostulations  hath  he  used,  that  we  might  avoid 
the  way  to  hell  ? — This  evidently  argues,  that  what  we  are 
warned  about  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  concern,  and  proves  it 
much  more  than  if  we  were  only  warned  by  one  risen  from  the 
dead. 

5.  God  warning  us  of  our  danger  of  damnation,  hath  a  greater 
tendency  to  have  influence  upon  us,  because  he  is  our  Judge. 
Damnation  is  a  punishment  to  which  he  condemns  and  which 
he  inflicts.      What  he  warns  us  of  is  his  own  wrath  and  ven- 

§eance.  In  his  word  we  have  his  threatenings  against  sin 
enounced  by  himself.  He  tells  us,  that  if  we  go  on  in  sin, 
be  will  destroy  us,  and  cast  us  out  of  his  sight,  and  pour  out  his 
wrath  apOD  us,  and  hold  us  eternally  under  misery.  He  tells  ug 
BO  hinaself ;  and  this  hath  a  much  greater  tendency  to  influence 
UB,  than  to  be  told  so  by  another,  who  is  not  to  be  our  Judge, 
who  hath  not  in  his  hands  the  power  of  making  u.i  miserable. — 
When  a  king  immediately  threatens  his  own  displeasure,  it  has 
a  'greater  tendency  to  terrify  men,  than  when  another  man 
threatens  it,  or  warns  them  of  the  danger. 

6.  God  is  infinitely  wise,  and  knows  better  how  to  speak 
to  OS  BO  as  to  persuade  us,  than  one  risen  from  the  dead.  He 
peHectly  knows  our  nature  and  stale,  and  knows  how  to  adapt 
his  instructions  and  waminp  to  our  frame  and  circumstances  in 
the  world;  aad  without  doubt  that  method  which  God  hathchosen, 
is  agreeable  to  his  infinite  wisdom,  and  most  adapted  to  our  nature. 
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If  one  ehould  come  from  hell  to  warn  sinDers,  it  may  be 
lie  would  tell  them  of  bell  ia  such  a  manner  as  would  have 
more  of  a  tendeocy  to  drive  men  into  despair,  and  set  them  a 
blaspheming  as  they  do  in  hell,  than  to  excite  them  to  strive  for 
salvation,  and  diligently  to  use  the  means  which  God  hath  ap- 
pointed. Bui  God  knowcth  what  revelation  of  hell  we  can 
bear,  and  what  hath  Ihe  most  tendency  to  do  us  good  in  this  our 
infirm,  dark,  and  sinful  stale-  The  declarations  of  one  come 
from  hell  might  more  tend  to  drive  us  from  God  than  to  bring 
as  near  to  him.  It  is  best  for  us  to  be  warned  and  instructed 
by  God,  who  knows  best  how  to  do  it. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  warnings  of  God's 
word  have  more  of  a  tendency  to  bring  us  to  repentance,  than 
the  waratng  of  one  risen  from  the  dead. 

APPLICATION. 

I .  It  IB  a  natural  inference  from  this  doctrine,  that  if  tlicsc 
means  which  God  hath  appointed  do  not  answer  to  lead  men  to 
repentance  and  reformation,  no  others  would.  Although  this  be 
not  an  absolutely  necessary  consequence  from  the  words  of  the 
doctrine;  yet  it  seems  to  be  Christ's  aim  to  teach  us,  that  if 
God's  means  will  not  answer,  none  will.  Our  own  means, 
those  which  we  can  devise,  however  they  may  seem  more  hkely 
at  a  distance  to  be  eEfeclual,  if  brought  to  the  trial,  will  not 
prove  to  be  better.  The  rich  man  thought  that  if  his  brethren 
were  warned  by  one  rising  from  the  dead,  they  would  surely 
repent.     But  Abraham  tells  him,  he  is  mistaken. 

If  one  rising  from  the  dead  would  not  answer  the  purpose, 
we  may  rationally  conclude  that  no  other  kind  of  means,  dif. 
ferent  from  those  appointed  by  God,  would.  For  what  can  wc 
tliink  of,  which  seems  to  have  more  tendency  to  awaken  men, 
and  lead  to  repentance,  than  one  coming  from  the  dead  to  them  ; 
escept  those  means  which  we  enjoy.  Indeed  men  can  think  of 
many  means,  which  they  may  imagine,  if  they  enjoyed  them,  would 
make  them  believe  and  repent :  But  they  deceive  themselves. 

It  may  be  they  think,  if  they  could  see  some  prophet,  and 
see  him  work  miracles,  that  this  would  awaken  them.  But  how 
was  it  when  there  were  prophets  ?  There  has  rarely  been  a 
more  degenerate  time  than  that  of  Elijah  and  Elisna,  who 
wrought  so  many  miracles.  The  people  did  not  regard  their 
prophecies  nor  their  miracles;  but  walked  in  their  own  wayg, 
and  served  their  own  gods,  so  that  Elijah  thought  there  was 
none  left  of  the  true  worshippers  of  God.  And  how  did  they 
treat  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  solemnly  warning  them  from  God 
of  their  approaching  destruction  ?  And  how  often  do  the  pro- 
phets complain  that  all  their  prophecies  and  wamtDgs  were 
neglected  and  despised ! 
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Would  it  be  sufficient  if  you  conld  bear  God  speak  from 
heaven  ?  How  was  it  in  Moses'  time,  when  they  heard  God 
speak  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  and  heard  the  voice  of  words 
eiceeding  loud  and  full  of  majesty,  so  that  they  exceedingly 
trembled ;  when  they  saw  Mount  Sinai  all  covered  with  smoke, 
and  Bhaking  exceedingly  1  How  did  they  behave  themselves  ? 
Did  they  all  turn  from  their  sins,  and  after  that  walk  in  the  ways 
of  God  ?  It  is  true,  they  were  very  much  affected  at  first, 
while  it  woi  a  new  and  strange  thing  to  them ;  but  how  hard- 
hearted and  rebellious  were  Uiey  soon  after!  They  did  not' 
scruple  to  rebel  against  this  same  great  and  glorious  God.  Yea, 
they  made  a  golden  calf  while  Moses  was  iu  the  mount  convers- 
ing with  God,  just  after  they  had  seen  those  dreadful  appear- 
ances of  divine  majesty. 

Thus  they  rebelled  against  the  Lord,  although  they  had 
seen  so  many  miracles  and  wonders  in  Egypt,  at  the  Red  Sea, 
and  in  the  wilderness ;  although  they  continually  saw  the  pillar 
of  cloud  and  of  fire  going  before  them,  were  continually  fed  in 
a  miraculous  manner  with  manna,  and  in  the'  same  miraculous 
maimer  made  to  drink  water  out  of  tlie  rock. 

Men  are  apt  to  think,  that  if  they  bad  lived  in  Christ's  time, 
and  had  seen  and  heard  him,  and  had  seen  his  miracles,  that 
tiiey  would  have  efiectually  convinced  and  turned  them  from 
sin.  But  how  was  it  in  fact  ?  How  few  were  there  brought 
to  repentance  by  all  his  discourses  and  miracles  ?  How  hard- 
hearted were  they  ?  Some  were  very  much  affected  for  a  little 
while ;  but  how  lew  constant  steady  followers  bad  he !  He  was, 
notwithstanding  his  miracles,  rejected,  despised,  and  even  mur- 
dered by  the  people  among  whom  he  dwelt.  And  they  were 
men  of  the  same  natures,  as  sinners  in  these  days. 

The  scripture  is  full  of  instances,  sufficient  to  convince  us, 
that  if  the  word  of  God  will  not  awaken  and  convert  sinners, 
nothing  will.  And  we  see  enough  in  these  days  to  convince  us 
of  it.  Men  sometimes  meet  with  those  things  by  which  we 
should  not  imagine,  if  we  did  not  sec  it,  and  were  not  used  to  it, 
but  that  they  would  be  thoroughly  awakened  and  reformed.- — 
They  sometimes  bear  the  warnings  of  dying  men  expecting  to 
go  to  hell.  One  would  think  this  would  be  enough  to  awaken 
them ;  and  it  may  be  they  are  affected  with  it  for  the  present : 
bvt  it  only  touches  them  ;  it  vanishes  away,  and  is  gone  like  a 
puff  of  wind. 

Sometimes  sinners  themselves  are  laid  upon  beds  of  sick- 
neaa,  and  their  lives  hang  in  doubt  before  them.  1'hev  are 
broaght  to  the  sides  of  the  grave,  and  to  the  very  mouth  of  hell, 
and  tbeir  hearts  are  full  of  terror  and  amazement.  Yet  if  they 
recover,  they  soon  forget  it,  and  return  to  the  ways  of  folly  and 
wickednesa.     Sometimes  this  is  repeated :  Aey  are  taken  sick 
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agUD,  are  again  in  extreme  peril  of  death,  their  hearts  a 

or  amazement,  and  they  make  many  promises  and  vows ; 

being  recovered,  they  again   bdod  forget  all,  and  reT 

and  tolly.     Such  things  are  enough  to  convince  us,  t 

word  of  God  be  not  sufficient  to  convince  men  and  make  them 

break  off  their  sins,  no  external  means  would  be  sufficient. 

Perhaps  some  may  yet  be  ready  to  think,  that  if  sinners 
sliould  see  hell,  and  hear  the  cries  of  the  damned,  that  would  be 
etfectual,  though  nothing  else  would.  But  if  we  duly  consider 
the  matter,  we  shall  see  reason  to  think,  that  it  would  not  have 
EO  great  a  tendency  to  turn  men  from  sin,  as  the  word  of  God. 
Such  a  thing  would  doubtless  be  effectual  to  terrify  and  affiriritt 
men,  and  probably  to  death.  Such  a  mean  is  not  at  all  suitable 
to  our  nature  and  state  in  the  world.  If  it  should  not  fright 
men  to  death,  it  would  not  have  so  great  a  tendenc)  to  make 
them  diligently  use  means  for  their  salvation  as  the  warnings  of 
scripture.  It  would  probably  drive  them  to  despair;  or  «o  take 
away  their  spirits  that  they  would  have  no  heart  to  seek  God. — 
Instead  of  driving  them  to  God,  it  would  probably  make  them 
hate  him  the  more.  It  would  make  them  more  hke  devils; 
and  set  them  a  blaspheming  as  the  damned  do.  For  while  the 
hearts  of  men  are  filled  with  natural  darkness,  they  cannot 
sec  the  glory  of  the  divine  justice  appearing  in  such  eitreme 
torments. 

Therefore  the  means  which  God  hath  instituted  for  us,  arc 
doubtless  the  beat,  and  most  conducive  to  lead  men  to  repent- 
ance and  salvation.  They  ave  doubtless  far  better  than  any 
other  which  we  can  devise. 

3.  tlence  we  learn  the  dreadful  hardness  of  men's  hearts, 
since  the  word  of  God  hath  no  more  influence  upon  them,  and 
tbey  are  no  more  moved  and  wrought  upon  by  those  means 
which  infinite  wisdom  hath  provided.  The  warnings  of  the 
word  of  Cod  are,  as  you  have  heard,  better  and  more  powerful 
means  than  if  one  should  rise  from  the  dead  to  warn  us,  and  tell 
us  our  danger,  and  the  dreadfulness  of  the  wrath  of  God.  You 
have  also  beard,  that  if  these  means  will  not  answer  the  end  of 
awakening  mid  leading  sinners  to  repentance,  no  other  will; 
neither  the  working  of  miracles,  nor  (he  hearing  of  God  speak 
with  an  audible  voice  from  heaven,  nor  any  thing  else.  Vet, 
bow  few  are  there  who  arc  effectually  wrought  upon  by  the 
word  of  God  !  They  are  very  thinly  sown ;  there  is  but  here 
and  there  one. 

When  we  lead  bow  the  children  of  Israel  conducted  Ihero- 
lelrcB  in  the  wilderness,  bow  often  they  murmured  and  offended ; 
we  arc  ready  to  wonder  at  the  hardness  of  their  hearts.  And 
when  we  rend  the  history  of  Christ,  and  how  the  Jews  liatcd 
and  rejected  him,  notwithstanding  hit  many  rairecles;  wa  are 
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ready  to  mnder  .bow  tbej  coold  be  co  btLrdJieuted.  Bat  we 
have  u  macb  naaoa  to  Wonder  tt  onnelvea,  lor  we  have  B«ta- 
uHj  the  ume  sort  of  beuto  that  tbey  bad  i  and  nnnMi  in  Aeae 
daji  manifeit  a  bardoeM  of  heart  as  mach  to  be  woodeied  al^ 
in  that  tbej  are  not  infloeoced  b;  the  word  of  God ;  for  they 
wbo  will  not  bear  Hoses  and  the  profJiets,  Jesus  Christ  and  hn 
apostles,  neither  would  be  persuaded,  if  one  should  rise  from  the 
dead,  or  if  an  ai^el  should  come  fnta  heaven. 

The  best  means  of  awakening  and  conversioD,  are  plenti- 
Aillj  enjojed  by  as,  much  more  plentifullj  in  several  respects, 
than  they  were  by  those  who  had  only  Hoses  and  the  prophets. 
In  the  fint  place,  we  have  divine  truth  more  fully  revealed  in  the 
Bible  than  they  bad  then.  Light  now  shines  abundantly  clear. 
Gospel  truth  is  revealed,  not  in  types  and  shadows,  but  plainlr* 
Heaven  Euid  hell  are  much  more  clearly  and  expressly  made 
known.  We  are  told,  that  the  glorj'  of  that  revelation  was  no 
glory  in  comparison  with  the  revelation  of  the  gospel. 

Again,  we  have  a  greater  plenty  of  Bibles  than  they  bad 
under  Qie  dispeosatioD  of  Hoses  and  the  prophets.  Then  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  printing,  and  Bibles  were  scaree  tilings. — 
They  seldom  had  any  Bibles,  any  where  else  but  in  their  syna- 
gc^es.  But  DOW  we  have  them  in  our  houses  ;  we  can  look 
into  them  when  we  please.  Besides,  Christ  hath  appointed  the 
gospel-ministry,  by  which  we  have  the  word  of  God  explained 
and  enforced  every  week.  Vet  how  little  influence  hath  the 
word  of  God  to  bring  men  to  repentance ! 

Let  this  strike  conviction  into  those  who  never  yet  have 
found  any  such  eSect  by  the  word  of  God.  Though  you  arc 
convinced  of  nothing  else,  yet  you  have  abundant  reason  to  be 
convinced,  that  your  hearts  are  as  hard  as  a  stone,  and  that  you 
are  exceedingly  stupid  and  sottish.  * 

3.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  justly  and  fairly  God  deals  with 
us.  He  gives  us  the  best  means  of  awakening  and  reclaiming 
us  from  our  sins ;  better  than  if  he  had  sent  one  from  the  dead 
to  warn  us.  He  gives  us  those  means  which  are  most  suited  to 
oar  nature  and  circumstances.  He  gives  sinners  abundant 
warning  before  he  punishes  them.  What  could  he  have  done 
more  than  he  hath  done  T  We  can  devise  or  imagine  no  sort 
of  warning  which  would  have  been  better  than  what  God  bath 
given  us.  How  justly,  therefore,  are  ungodly  men  punished  ; 
how  inexcusable  will  they  be ! 

4.  Let  all  make  use  of  the  means  which  God  hath  insti- 
tuted. They  are  the  best  and  only  means  by  which  we  may 
expect  to  obtain  salvation.  We  shall  be  most  inexcusable, 
therefore,  if  we  neglect  them.  Let  us  attend  to  the  word  of 
God,  read  and  hear  it  carefully,  consider  it  thorou^ly,  and  daily 
walk  by  it.    Let  us  be  diluent  in  this  work.     The  word  of  God 
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is  a  great  price  put  into  our  hands  to  get  wisdom  and  eternal 
salvation  ;  let  us,  therefore,  improve  it  while  we  have  it,  as  we 
know  not  how  soon  we  may  be  deprived  of  it ;  lest  Christ  say 
to  us,  as  in  Luke  xix.  42  :  '^  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at 
least  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace ! 
but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes/' 


SERMON  Vn.* 

HTPOCRITE8  DEFICIENT  IN  TUB  DUTY  OF  PRATER. 


Job  ixvii..  10. 

Wttl  he  almajfs  call  i^on  God  / 

Concerning  these  words,  I  would  observe, 
I.  Who  it  is  that  is  here  spoken  of,  viz.  the  hypocrite; 
as  yoa  may  see,  if  you  take  the  two  preceding  verses  with  the 
Terse  of  the  text.  "  For  what  is  the  hope  of  the  hvpocrite, 
though  he  hath  gained,  when  God  takelh  away  his  soul  ?  Will 
God  hear  his  cry  when  trouble  cometh  upon  him  ?  Will  he 
delight  himself  in  the  Almighty  7  Will  he  always  call  upoQ 
God  ?"  Job's  three  friends,  in  their  speeches  to  him,  insisted 
much  upon  it,  that  he  was  aa  hypocrite.  But  Job,  in  this 
chapter,  asserts  his  sincerity  and  integrity,  and  shows  how 
different  his  own  behaviour  had  been  from  that  of  hypocrites. 
Particularly  he  declares  his  stead&at  and  immoveable  resolution 
of  pereevering  and  holding  out  in  the  ways  of  religion  and 
righteousness  to  the  end ;  as  you  majr  see  in  the  six  first  veraes. 
In  the  text,  he  shows  how  contrary  to  this  steadfastness  and 
perseverance  the  character  of  the  hypocrite  is,  who  is  not  wont 
thus  to  hold  out  in  religion- 

3.  We  may  observe  what  duty  of  religion  it  is,  with  respect 
to  which  the  hypocrite  is  deciphered  in  the  text,  and  that  is 
the  duty  of  prai/er,  or  calling  upon  God. 

3.  Here  is  something  supposed  of  the  hypocrite  relating 
to  this  duty,  viz.  That  he  may  continue  in  it  for  a  while  ;  he 
niay  call  upon  God  for  a  season. 

4.  Something  asserted,  viz.  That  it  is  not  the  manner 
of  hypocrites  to  continue  always  in  this  duty.  Will  he  alwaus 
callt^on  GodP  It  is  in  the  form  of  an  interrt^tion,  but  the 
words  have  the  force  of  a  strong  assertioo,  that  however  the 

*  Ditwl,  June  1740. 
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hypocrite  may  call  upon  God  for  a  season,  yet  he  will  not 
always  continue  in  it. 

DOCTRINE. 

However  hypocrites  may  continue  for  a  season  in  die 
duty  of  prayer,  yet  it  is  their 4nanner,  after  a  while,  in  a  great 
measure  to  leave  it  off. 

In  speaking  upon  this  doctrine,  I  shall  show, 

I.  How  hypocrites  often  continue  for  a  season  to  call 
upon  God. 

II.  How  it  is  their  manner,  after  a  while,  in  a  great  measure 
to  leave  off  the  practice  of  this  duty. 

III.  Give  some  reasons  why  this  is  the  manner  of  hypocrites. 

1. 1  would  show  how  hypocrites  often  continue  for  a  sea- 
son in  the  duty  of  prayer. 

1 .  They  do  so  for  a  while  after  they  have  received  common 
illuminations  and  affections.  While  they  are  under  awakenings, 
they  may  through  fear  of  hell  call  upon  God,  and  attend  very 
constantly  upon  the  duty  of  secret  prayer.  And  after  thev 
have  had  some  melting  affections,  having  their  hearts  much 
moved  with  the  goodness  of  God,  or  with  some  afiecting 
encouragements,  and  false  joy  and  comfort  ;*  while  these  im- 
pressions last,  they  continue  to  call  upon  God  in  the  duty  of 
secret  prayer. 

2.  After  they  have  obtained  a  hope,  and  have  made  pro- 
fession of  their  good  estate,  they  often  continue  for  a  while  in 
the  duty  of  secret  prayer.  For  a  while  they  are  affected  with 
their  hope:  they  think  that  God  hath  delivered  them  out  of  a 
natural  condition,  and  given  them  an  interest  in  Christ,  thus 
introducing  them  into  a  state  of  safety  from  that  eternal  misery 
which  they  lately  feared.  With  this  supposed  kindness  of 
God  to  them,  they  are  much  affected,  and  often  find  in  them- 
selves for  a  while  a  kind  of  love  to  God,  excited  by  his  supposed 
love  to  them.  Now,  while  this  affection  towards  God  con- 
tinues, the  duties  of  religion  seem  pleasant  to  them;  it  is  even 
with  some  delight  that  they  approach  to  God  in  their  closets ; 
and  for  the  present  it  may  be,  they  think  of  no  other  than  con- 
tinuinc:  to  call  upon  God  as  long  as  they  live. 

Yea,  they  may  continue  in  the  duty  of  secret  prayer  for 
a  while  after  the  liveliness  of  their  affections  is  past,  through  the 
influence  of  their  former  intentions.  They  intended  to  continue 
seeking  God  always ;  and  now  suddenly  to  leave  off,  would  be 
too  shocking  to  their  own  minds.  And  the  force  of  their  own 
preconceived  notions,  viz.  That  godly  persons  continue  in  reli- 
gion, may  have  some  effect.    Therefore,  though  they  have  no 
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lore  to  the  dut;  of  prajer,  and  begin  to  grow  weary  of  it,  jet, 
as  the;  love  their  own  hope,  the;  are  somewhat  backwara  to 
take  a  coarae,  which  will  prove  it  to  be  a  fiUae  hope,  and  to  de- 
prive thera  of  it. 

If  thej  should  all  at  once  bear  the  ligD  of  a  false  hope, 
tbey  would  scare  themselves.  Their  hope  is  dear  to  them,  and 
it  would  fright  them  to  see  anj  plain  evidence  that  it  is  not  true> 
Hence,  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  force  of  their  illumina* 
tions  and  afiections  is  over,  and  after  they  hale  the  dut;  of 
prajei^— and  would  be  glad  to  have  done  with  it,  if  thej  could 
without  showing  themselves  to  be  hypocrites — they  hold  up  a 
kind  of  attendance  upon  the  duty  of  secret  prayer.  This  may 
keep  op  the  outside  of  religion  in  them  for  a  good  while,  and 
occasion  it  to  be  somewhat  slowly  that  they  are  brought  (o  oe* 
gleet  it.  Tbey  must  not  leave  on  suddenly,  because  that  would 
be  too  great  a  shock  to  their  &lse  peace.  But  they  must  come 
gradually  to  it,  as  they  find  their  consciences  can  bear  it,  and 
as  they  can  find  out  devicea  and  salvos  to  cover  the  matter, 
and  make  their  so  doing  consistent  in  their  own  opinion,  with 
the  truth  of  their  hope — But, 

If.  It  is  the  manner  of  hypocrites,  after  a  while,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  leave  off  the  practice  of  this  duty>  Wu  are  often 
taught,  that  the  seeming  goodness  and  piety  of  hypocriles  is  not 
of  a  lasting  and  persevering  nature.  It  is  so  with  respect  to 
their  practice  of  the  duty  of  prayer  in  particular,  and  especially 
of  secret  prayer.  They  can  omit  this  duty,  and  their  omission 
of  it  not  be  taken  notice  of  by  others,  who  know  what  profession 
they  have  made.  So  that  a  r^ard  to  their  own  reputation  doth 
Dot  oblige  tbem  still  to  practise  it.  If  others  «aw  how  Ihcy  ne- 
dect  it,  it  would  exceedingly  shock  their  charity  towards  them. 
But  their  neglect  doth  not  fall  under  their  observation ;  at  least 
not  under  tht-  observation  of  many.  Therefore  they  may  omit 
this  duty,  and  still  have  the  credit  of  being  converted  |;erfune. 

Men  of  this  character  can  come  to  n  neglect  of  secret 
prayer,  by  degrees,  without  shocking  their  peace.  For  though 
indeed,  for  a  converted  person  to  live  in  a  great  measure  without 
secret  prayer,iB  very  wide  of  the  notion  they  once  had  of  a  true 
convert,  yet  tbey  find  means  by  degrees  to  alter  their  notions, 
and  to  bring  their  principles  to  suit  with  their  inclinations ;  and 
at  length  they  come  to  a  notion,  that  a  man  may  be  a  convert, 
and  yet  live  very  much  in  neglect  of  thi»  duty.  In  lime,  they 
can  bring  all  things  to  suit  well  together ;  as  a  hope  of  heaven, 
an  indulgence  of  sloth,  gratifying  carnal  appetites,  aiid  living  in 
agmtmeaMireaprayerlessIife.  Tbey  cannot,  indef^d.-'iltlenlv 
make  time  things  agree ;  it  must  be  n  work  of  time :  ^it^d  length 
of  time  win  efliKt  it.  By  degrees  thav  find  out  ways  to  guard 
and  defend  thrar  consciences  against  tlxae  powerful  enemies : 
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SO  that  those  enemies,  and  a  qaief,  secure  coDscieuce,  can  at 
length  dwell  together. 

Whereas  it  is  asfierted  in  the  doctrine,  that  it  is  the  man- 
ner of  hjpocnles,  after  a  while,  in  a  great  measure,  to  leave  off 
this  duty;  I  would  observe  to  you, 

1.  That  it  is  not  intended,  but  that  they  may  commonly 
continue  to  the  end  of  hfe  in  an  external  attendance  on  prayer 
with  others.  They  may  commonly  be  present  al  public  prayers 
in  the  congregation,  and  also  at  family  prayer.  This,  in  ^uch 
places  of  light  as  this  is,  men  commonly  do  before  they  are  so 
much  as  awakened.  Many  vicious  persons,  who  make  no  pre- 
tence to  oerious  religion,  commonly  attend  public  prayers  in  the 
congregation,  and  also  more  private  prayers  in  the  families  in 
which  they  live,  unless  it  be  when  carnal  designs  interfere,  or 
when  their  youthful  pleasures  and  diversions,  and  their  vain 
company  call  them  ;  and  then  they  make  no  conscience  of  at- 
tending family  prayer.  Otherwise  they  may  continue  to  attend 
upon  prayer  as  long  as  they  live,  and  yet  may  truly  he  said  not 
to  call  upon  God.  For  such  prayer,  in  the  manner  of  it,  is  not 
their  own.  They  are  present  only  for  the  sake  of  their  credit, 
or  in  compliance  with  others.  They  may  be  present  at  these 
prayers,  and  yet  have  no  proper  prayer  of  their  own.  Many 
of  those,  concerning  whom  it  may  be  said,  as  in  Job  sv.  4,  that 
Ikftf  cast  off  fear  and  restrain  prayfr  before  God,  are  yet  fre- 
qticittiy  present  at  family  and  public  prayers. 

2.  But  they,  in  a  great  measure,  leave  off  the  practice  of 
secret  prayer.  They  come  to  this  pass  by  degrees.  At  lirst  they 
begin  to  be  careless  about  it.  under  some  particular  temptations. 
Because  they  have  been  out  in  young  company,  or  have  been 
taken  up  very  much  with  worldly  business,  they  omit  it  once: 
aAer  that  they  more  easily  omit  it  again.  Thus  it  presently  be- 
comes a  frequent  thing  with  them  to  omit  it ;  and,  after  a  while, 
it  comes  to  that  pass,  that  they  seldom  attend  it.  Perhaps  they 
attend  it  on  Sabbath  days,  and  sometimes  on  other  days.  But 
they  have  ceased  lo  maice  it  a  constant  practice  daily  to  retire 
to  worship  God  alone,  and  to  seek  his  face  in  secret  places. 
They  somotimes  do  a  little  lo  quiet  conscience,  and  just  lo  keep 
alive  their  old  hope ;  because  it  would  be  shocking  to  them, 
even  after  all  their  subtile  dealing  with  their  consciences,  to  call 
themselves  converts,  and  yet  totally  to  live  without  prayer. 
Yet  the  practice  of  secret  prayer  they  have  in  a  great  measure 
left  off. — I  come  now, 

III,  To  the  reasons  why  this  is  the  manner  of  hypocrites. 

I.  HjpDcriles  never  had  the  spirit  of  prayer.  They  may 
have  been  stirred  up  to  the  external  performance  of  this  duty, 
and  that  with  a  great  deal  of  earnestness  and  affection,  and  yet 
always  hare  been  destitute  of  tlie  true  spirit  of  prayer.     The 
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■pirit  or  prayer  is  a  holy  spirit,  a  gracioua  spirit.  We  read  of 
the  spirit  of  grace  aad  supplication;  Zech.  xii.   10-     "Iwill 

fionr  out  on  the  house  of  David  and  the  inhabilanta  of  Jenua- 
em,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  aupplicalioiu."  Wherever  (here 
is  a  true  spirit  of  supplication,  there  is  the  spirit  of  grace.  The 
true  spirit  of  prayer  is  no  other  than  God's  own  Spirit  dwellii^ 
in  the  hearts  of  the  saints.  Aud  as  this  spirit  comes  from  God, 
so  doth  it  naturally  tend  to  God  in  holy  hreathiags  and  pantings. 
It  naturally  leads  to  God  to  converse  with  him  by  prayer. — 
Therefore  the  spirit  is  said  to  make  intercession  for  the  saints 
with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered ;  Rom.  viii.  36. 

The  Spirit  of  God  makes  interceasioD  for  them,  as  it  is  that 
Spirit  which  in  some  respect  indites  their  prayers,  and  leads 
them  to  pour  out  their  souls  before  God.  Therefore  the  saints 
are  said  to  worship  God  in  the  Spirit;  Phil.  iii.  3.  "We  are 
the  circumcision,  who  worship  God  in  the  Spirit;"  and  John 
iv.  23,  "The  true  worshippers  worship  the  Father  in  spirit 
and  in  truth."  The  truly  godly  have  the  spirit  of  adoption,  the 
spirit  of  a  child,  to  which  it  is  natural  to  go  to  God,  and  call 
upon  him,  crj-ins  to  him  as  (o  a  father. 

But  hypocntes  have  nothing  of  this  spirit  of  adoption  :— 
They  have  not  the  spirit  of  children  ;  for  thisia  a  gracious  and 
holy  spirit,  given  only  in  a  real  work  of  regeneration.  There- 
fore, it  is  often  mentioned  as  a  part  of  the  distinguishing  charac- 
ter of  the  godly,  that  they  call  upon  God.  Psalm  cxiv.  18,  Id. 
"  The  Lord  is  nigh  to  them  that  call  upon  him,  to  all  that  call 
upon  him'in  truth.  He  will  fulfil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear 
him ;  he  will,  also,  hear  their  cry,  and  will  save  them.''  Joel 
ii.  33.  "  It  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whosoever  calleth  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  saved." 

It  is  natural  to  one  who  is  truly  bom  from  above,  to  pray 
to  God,  and  to  pour  out  his  soul  in  holy  supplications  before  his 
heavenly  Father.  This  is  as  natural  to  the  new  nature  and  life, 
as  breathing  is  to  the  nature  and  life  of  the  body.  But  hypo- 
crites have  not  this  new  nature.  Those  illuminations  and  affec- 
tions which  they  had,  went  away,  and  left  no  change  of  nature. 
Therefore,  prayer  naturally  dies  away  in  them,  having  no  foun- 
dation laid  in  the  nature  of  the  soul.  It  is  maintained  a  while 
only  by  a  certain  force  put  upon  nature.  But  force  is  not  con- 
stant ;  and  as  that  declines,  nature  will  take  place  again. 

The  spirit  of  a  true  convert,  is  a  spirit  of  true  love  to  God, 
and  that  naturally  inclines  the  soul  to  those  duties  wherein  it  is 
conversant  with  God,  and  makes  it  to  delight  in  approaching 
him.  But  an  hypocrite  hath  no  such  spirit.  He  is  left  under 
the  reigning  power  of  enmity  against  God,  which  naturally  in- 
clines Dim  to  shun  bis  pretence. 

The  spirit  of  a  true  convert  is  a  spirit  of  &idi  and  reliance 
on  the  power,  wisdom,  and  mercy  of  God,  uid  such  a  spirit  is 
Vol..  VI.  10 
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naturally  expressed  in  prayer.  True  prayer  is  nothing  else  bu( 
failb  expressed.  Hence  we  read  of  the  prnycr  of  (ailh ;  Jamea 
V.  15.  True  Christian  prayer  is  the  faith  and  reliance  of  the 
soat  breathed  forlh  in  wonU.  But  an  hypocrite  is  without  the 
spirit  of  faith.  He  hath  no  true  reliance  or  dependence  on  God, 
but  is  really  sclf-dcpendcnt. 

As  to  those  common  convictions  and  affections  which  the 
hypocrite  had,  and  which  made  him  keep  up  the  duty  of  pra;y*er 
for  a  while,  tliey  not  reaching  the  bottom  of  the  heart,  nor  being 
accompanied  with  any  change  of  nature,  a  little  thing  extin- 
guishes them.  The  cares  of  the  world  commonly  choke  and 
gnffbcatc  them,  and  often  the  pleasures  and  vanities  of  youth 
totally  put  an  end  to  them,  and  vrilh  them  ends  their  conslant 
practice  of  the  duty  of  prayer. 

2.  When  an  hypocrite  halh  had  his  false  conversion,  his 
w&nts  are  in  his  sense  of  things  already  supplied,  hia  desires  arc 
already  answered ;  and  so  he  tinds  no  further  business  at  the 
throne  of  grace.  He  never  was  sensible  that  he  bad  any  other 
needs,  hut  a  need  of  being  safe  from  bell.  And  now  that  he  is 
converted,  as  he  thinks,  that  need  is  supplied.  Why  then  should 
he  atill  go  on  to  resort  to  the  throne  of  grace  with  earnest  re- 
4)uesta  f  He  is  out  of  danger;  all  that  he  was  afraid  of,  is  re- 
moved: he  hath  got  enough  to  carry  him  to  heaven,  and  what 
more  should  he  desire  ? — While  under  awakenings,  heiiad  this 
to  9tir  him  up  to  go  lo  God  in  prayer,  that  he  was  in  continual 
fear  of  hell.  I'his  put  him  upon  crying  to  God  for  mercy.  But 
since  in  his  own  opinion  he  is  converted,  he  hath  no  further 
tnisrness  about  nhicli  to  go  lo  God.  And  although  he  may  keep 
up  the  duty  of  prayer  in  the  outward  form  a  Utile  while,  for  fear 
of  spoiling  his  hope,  yet  he  will  find  it  a  dull  business  to  con- 
timic  it  without  necessity,  and  so  by  degrees  he  wilt  let  drop  the 
practice.  The  work  of  the  hypocrite  is  done  when  he  is  con- 
verted, and  therefore  he  standeth  in  no  further  need  of  help. 

But  it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  true  convert.  His  work  is 
not  done  ;  but  he  hnds  still  a  ^reat  work  to  do,  and  great  wants 
to  be  supplied.  He  sees  himself  still  to  be  a  poor,  empty, 
helpless  creature,  and  that  he  still  stands  in  great  and  continual 
need  of  God's  help.  He  is  sensible  that  without  God  be  can 
do  nothing.  A  false  conversion  makes  a  man  in  his  own  eyea 
self-suflicicnt.  Hcsailh  he  is  rich,  and  increased  with  good,  and 
hath  need  of  nothing;  and  knowelh  not  that  be  is  wretched, 
and  miBerahle,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.  But  after  a  true 
conversion,  the  soul  remains  sensible  of  its  own  impotence  nnd 
emptiness,  as  it  is  in  itself,  and  its  sense  of  it  is  rather  increased 
than  diminislted.  It  is  still  sensible  of  its  universal  dependence 
on  God  for  every  thing.  A  true  convert  is  sensible  that  his 
grace  is  very  nnperfert ;  end  he  is  very  far  from  having  all  that 
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be  desires.  Instead  of  that,  by  convcnioD  are  begottaa  in  him 
new  desires  which  he  never  had  before.  He  now  findi  in  him 
holy  appetitet,  an  hungeriog  end  thirsting  after  rigbteousnesi.  a 
longing  after  more  acquaintance  and  communion  with  God* — 
So  that  he  hath  business  enough  still  at  the  throne  of  grace ; 
yea,  his  hiuiness  there,  instead  of  being  diminished,  is  rather  in- 
creased. 

3.  The  hope  which  the  hypocrite  hath  of  his  good  estate 
takes  off  the  force  that  the  command  of  God  before  bad  upon 
bis  conscience  ;  so  that  now  he  dares  neglect  so  plain  a  duty. — 
The  command  which  requires  the  practice  of  the  duty  of  prayer 
is  exceeding  plain;  Matt.  xxvi.  41.  "  Watch  and  pray,  mat 
ye  enter  not  into  temptation."  Eph.  ri.  18.  "  Praying  always 
with  all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the  spirit,  and  watching 
thereunto  with  all  perseverance,  and  supplication  for  all  saints/ 
Matt.  vi.  6.  "  Wben  ibuu  pruyest,  eater  into  thy  closet,  and 
when  thou  hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which  ii  in 
secret."  As  long  as  the  hypocrite  was  in  his  own  appre- 
bension  in  continual  danger  of  hell,  he  durst  not  disob^  these 
commands.  But  since  he  is,  as  he  thinks,  safe  from  beJI,  ho  is 
grown  bold,  be  dares  to  live  in  the  neglect  of  the  plainest  com- 
mand in  the  Bible. 

4.  It  is  the  manner  of  hypocrites,  after  awhile,  to  return 
to  sinful  practices,  which  will  tend  to  keep  them  from  praying. 
While  they  were  under  convictions,  they  reformed  their  lives, 
and  walked  very  exactly.  This  reformation  continues,  after 
their  supposed  conversion,  while  they  are  much  affected  with 
hope  and  false  comfort.  But  as  these  things  die  away,  tbeir  old 
lusts  revive,  and  by  degrees  they  return  like  the  d(^  to  his  vomit, 
and  the  sow  that  was  washed  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire.— 
They  return  to  tbeir  sensual,  worldly,  proud,  and  contantioua 
practices,  aa  before.  And  no  wonder  this  makes  them  forsake 
their  closets.  Sinning  and  praying  agree  not  well  together.  If 
a  man  be  constant  iu  the  duty  of  secret  prayer,  it  will  tend  to 
restrain  him  from  wilful  Bioniog.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  if  be 
allow  himself  in  sinful  practices,  it  will  restrain  him  from  pray- 
ing. It  will  give  quite  another  turn  to  his  mind,  so  that  he  will 
have  no  diipositioD  to  the  practice  of  such  a  duty :  it  will  be 
contrary  to  him.  A  man  who  knows  that  be  lives  in  sin  against 
God,  will  not  be  inclined  to  come  daily  into  the  presence  of 
God ;  but  will  rather  be  inclined  to  fly  from  his  presence, 
as  Adam,  when  he  had  eaten  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  ran  away 
from  God,  and  hid  himself  among  the  trees  of  the  garden. 

To  keep  up  the  duty  of  prayer  after  he  hath  given  loose 
to  his  lasts,  would  tend  very  much  to  disquiet  a  man's  conscience. 
It  woold  eve  advantage  to  his  conscience  to  testify  aloud  against 
bim.  If  ne  should  come  from  his  wickedness  into  the  presence 
of  God.  immediately  to  speak  to  him.  his  conscience  would,  as 
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it  were,  fly  in  his  face.     Therefore  hypocrites,  as  they  by  degrees 
admit  their  wicked  practices,  exclude  prayer. 

5.  Hypocrites  never  counted  the  cost  of  perseveraDce  iu 
seeking  God,  and  of  following  him  to  the  end  of  life.  To  con- 
tinue instant  in  prayer  with  all  perseverance  to  the  end  of  hfe, 
requires  much  care,  watchfulness,  and  labour'  For  much  op- 
position is  made  to  it  by  the  flesh,  the  world,  and  the  devil ; 
and  Christians  meet  with  many  temptations  to  forsake  this 
practice.  He  that  would  persevere  in  this  duty  must  be  labo- 
rious in  religion  in  general.  But  hypocrites  never  count  the 
cost  of  such  labour  ;  i.  e,  they  never  were  prepared  in  the  dis- 
position of  their  minds  to  give  their  lives  to  the  service  of  God 
and  to  the  duties  of  religion.  It  ia  therefore  no  great  wonder 
they  are  weary,  and  give  up,  after  they  have  continued  for 
a  while,  as  their  affections  arc  gone,  and  they  find  that  prayer 
to  them  growfl  irksome  and  tedious. 

6.  Hypocrites  have  no  interest  in  those  gracious  promises 
which  God  hath  made  to  his  people,  of  those  spiritual  supplies 
which  arc  needful  in  order  to  uphold  them  in  the  way  of  their 
duty  to  the  end.  God  hath  promised  to  true  saints  that  they 
shall  not  forsake  him  ;  Jcr.  xxxli.  40.  "  I  will  put  my  fear  into 
(heir  hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me.''  He  hath 
promised  that  he  will  keep  them  in  the  way  of  their  duty; 
I  Thess.  V.  23,  24.  "  And  the  God  of  peace  sanctify  you 
wholly.  And  I  pray  God,  your  spirit,  soul,  and  body,  be  pre* 
served  blamelese  unto  the  coming  of  onr  Lord  Jeaus  Christ. 
Faithful  is  he  that  calleth  you,  who  also  will  do  it." — But  hypo, 
crites  have  no  interest  in  these  and  such  like  promises ;  and 
therefore  are  liable  to  fall  away.  If  God  do  not  uphold  men, 
there  is  no  dependence  on  their  steadfastness.  If  the  Spirit  of 
God  depart  from  them,  they  will  soon  become  careless  and 
profane,  and  there  will  be  an  end  to  their  seeming  devotion 
and  piety. 

The  application  may  be  in  an  use  of  exhortation,  in  two 
branches. 

I.  i  would  exhort  those  who  have  entertained  a  hope  of 
their  being  true  converts — and  who  since  their  supposed  con- 
version have  left  off  the  duty  of  secret  prayer,  and  ordinarily 
allow  themselves  in  the  omission  of  it — to  throw  away  their 
hope.  If  you  have  left  off  calling  upon  God,  it  is  time  for  you 
to  leave  00°  hoping  and  flattering  yourselves  with  an  imagination 
that  you  are  the  children  of  Goo.  Probably  it  will  be  a  very 
difficult  thing  for  you  to  do  this.  It  is  hard  for  a  man  to  let  go 
a  hope  of  heaven,  on  which  he  hath  once  allowed  himself  to 
hold,  and  which  he  hath  retained  for  a  considerable  time. 
a    rare  thing;     but  thnt  men  should  he 
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broof^t  off  from  a  &l>e  hope  of  coDveniot),  after  thej  are  once 
settled  and  establiahed  id  it,  and  have  coDtinaed  io  it  for  some 
time,  is  much  more  rare. 

Those  things  in  men  which,  if  koown,  would  be  sufficient 
to  convince  others  that  they  are  hypocrites,  will  not  convince 
themselves ;  and  those  thing!'  which  would  he  sufficient  to  con- 
vince them  concerning  others,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  convince 
them  concerning  themselves.  They  can  make  lar^r  allowances 
for  themselveB  than  they  can  for  others.  They  can  find  out 
ways  to  solve  objections  against  their  own  hope,  when  they  can 
find  none  in  the  like  case  for  their  neighbour. 

But  if  your  ca!ie  be  such  as  is  spoken  of  in  the  doctrine, 
it  is  surely  time  for  you  to  seek  a  better  hope,  and  another  woric 
of  God's  spirit,  than  ever  you  have  yet  experienced  ;  something 
more  thorough  and  effectual.  When  you  find  by  experience, 
that  the  seed  which  was  sown  in  your  hearts,  though  at  first  it 
sprang  up  and  seemed  flourishing,  is  witherit^  away,  as  by  the 
heat  of  the  sun,  or  is  choked,  ss  with  thorns ;  this  shows  in  what 
sort  of  ground  the  seed  was  sown,  that  it  is  either  atony  or  thorny 
ground  ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  you  should  p&SB 
mrough  another  change,  whereby  your  heart  may  become  good 
ground,  which  shall  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience. 

Insist  not  on  that  as  a  reason  why  you  should  not  throw 
away  your  hope,  that  you  had  the  judgment  of  others,  that  the 
change,  of  which  you  were  the  subject  wa»  right.  It  is  a  small 
matter  to  be  judged  of  man's  judgment,  whether  you  be  approved 
or  condemned,  and  whether  it  be  by  minister  or  people,  wise  or 
unwise.  1  Cor.  iv.  3.  "  It  is  a  very  small  thing  that  1  should 
be  judged  of  you,  or  of  man's  judgment."  If  your  goodness 
have  proved  to  be  as  the  morning  cloud  and  early  dew ;  if  you 
be  one  of  those  who  have  forsaken  God,  and  left  off  calling  upon 
his  name,  you  have  the  judgment,  and  sentence  of  God  m  the 
scriptures  against  you,  which  is  a  thousand  times  more  than  to 
have  the  judgment  of  all  the  wise  and  godly  men  and  ministers 
in  the  world  in  your  favour. 

Others,  from  your  account  of  things,  may  have  been 
obliged  to  have  charity  for  you,  and  to  thjnk  that — provided  you 
were  not  mistaken,  and  in  your  account  did  not  misrepresent 
Uiings,  or  express  them  by  wroiw;  terms — you  were  really  con- 
verted. But  what  a  miserable  foundation  is  this,  upon  which 
to  build  a  hope  as  to  your  eternal  state ! 

Here  I  request  your  attention  to  a  few  things  jji  particular, 
which  I  have  to  say  to  you  concerning  year  hope. 

1 .  Why  will  you  retain  that  hope,  which,  by  evident  expe- 
rience, you  find  poisons  you  7  Is  it  reasonable  to  think,  tnat 
a  holy  hope,  a  hope  that  is  from  heaven,  would  have  such  an 
influence  r    No,  snrely;  nothing  of  such  a  malignant  influence 
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comes  from  that  world  of  purity  and  gloiy.  No  poison  groweth 
in  the  paradise  of  God.  The  same  hope  which  leads  men  to 
sin  in  this  world,  will  lead  to  hell  hereaner.  Why^  therefore, 
will  you  retain  such  a  hope,  of  which  your  own  experience 
shews  you  the  ill  tendency,  in  that  it  encourages  you  to  lead  a 
wicked  life  ?  For,  certainly,  that  life  is  a  wicked  life  wherein  you 
live  in  the  neglect  of  so  well-known  a  duty  as  that  of  secret 
prayer,  and  in  the  disobedience  of  so  plain  a  command  of  God, 
as  that  by  which  this  duty  is  enjoined*  And  is-not  a  way  of  dis- 
obedience to  God  a  way  to  hell  ? 

If  your  own  experience  of  the  nature  and  tendency  of 
your  hope  will  not  convince  you  of  the  falseness  of  it,  what  will  ? 
Are  you  resolved  to  retain  your  hope,  let  it  prove  ever  so  un- 
sound and  hurtful  ?  Will  you  hold  it  fast  till  you  go  to  hell  with 
it  ?  Many  men  cling  to  a  false  hope,  and  embrace  it  so  closely, 
that  they  never  let  it  go  till  the  flames  of  hell  cause  their  arms 
to  unclench  and  let  go  their  hold.  Consider  how  you  will  an- 
swer it  at  the  day  of  judgment,  when  God  shall  call  you  to  an 
account  for  your  folly  in  resting  in  such  a  hope*  WUl  it  be  a 
sufficient  answer  for  you  to  say,  that  you  traid  the  charity  of 
others,  and  that  they  thought  your  conversion  was  right  ? 

Certainly,  it  is  foolish  for  men  to  imagine,  that  God  bad  no 
more  wisdom,  or  could  contrive  no  other  way  of  bestowing  com- 
fort and  hope  of  eternal  Ufe,  than  one  which  should  encourage 
men  to  forsake  him. 


SERMON    VIII. 

HTPOCRITES  DEFICIENT  IN  THE  DUTT  OF  FKATBK. 


Job  XXVII.  10. 
fVill  he  always  call  vpon  God  ? 

FaoM  these  irords,  our  doctrine  waa,  That  however  hypo- 
crites may  continue  for  a  season  in  the  duty  of  prayer,  yet  it  is 
their  manner,  af^er  a  while,  in  a  great  measure  to  leave  it  oGT. 
This  was  oursubiect  in  the  preceding  discourse,  in  which,  after 
having  shown — how  hypocrites  often  continue  for  a  season  to 
call  upon  God — how  it  is  their  manner,,  after  a  while  in  a  great 
measure  to  leave  it  oGT — and  having  given  the  reasons  why  this 
is  their  manner,  I  came  at  length  to  make  appffcalion,  which  I 
proposed  to  do  in  an  ase  of  exhortation  in  two  branches ;  and 
brst  to  exhort  those  who  entertain  a  hope  of  their  good  estate, 
and  yet  live  in  the  neglect  of  secret  prayer,  to  reject  their  hope- 
One  particular  consideration  1  have  already  laid  before  men  of 
this  character,  to  the  end  just  mentioned  ;  and  1  now  proceed 
to  say  to  them, — 

3.  How  is  your  conduct  consistent  with  loving  God  above 
all.  If  you  have  not  a  spirit  to  love  God  above  your  dearest 
earthly  friends,  and  your  most  pleasant  earthly  enjoyments; 
the  scriptures  are  very  plain,  and  full  in  it,  that  you  are  not  true 
Christians.  But  if  you  had  indeed  such  a  spirit,  would  you 
thus  grow  weary  of  the  practice  of  drawing  near  to  him,  and 
become  habitually  bo  averse  to  it,  as  in  a  great  measure  to  cast 
off  so  plain  a  duty,  which  is  so  much  the  life  of  a  child  of  God? 
It  is  the  nature  oftove  to  be  averse  to  absence,  and  to  love  a  near 
access  to  those  whom  we  love.  '  We  love  to  be  with  them; 
-  we  delight  to  come  often  to  them,  and  to  have  much  con. 
versation  wiUi  them.  But  when  a  person  who  hath  heretofore 
been  wont  to  converse  freely  with  another,  by  degrees  forHakes 
him,  grows  strange,  and  converses  with  him  but  little,  and  that 
although  (he  other  be  importunate  with  him  for  the  continuance 
of  their  Conner  iatimacy  ;  this  plainly  shows  the  coldness  of  his 
heart  towardi  Um. 
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The  neglect  ofthe  duty  of  prayer  seems  to  be  inconsistent 
with  supreme  love  to  God  also  upon  another  account,  and 
thai  is,  that  It  is  against  the  will  of  God  so  plainly  revealed. — 
True  love  to  God  seeks  to  please  him  in  every  thing,  and  univer- 
sally to  conform  to  his  will. 

•1.  Vour  thus  restraining  prayer  before  God  is  not  only 
iDConsistent  nilh  the  love,  but  also  with  the  fear  of  God.  It 
is  an  argument  that  you  cast  off  fear,  as  is  manifest  by  Ihat 
teit,  Job  \v.  4,  Vffl,  thou  easiest  off  fear,  and  restraincst  prayer 
before  God.  While  you  thus  live  in  the  transgression  of  so  plain 
a  command  of  God,  you  evidently  show,  that  there  is  no  fear 
of  God  before  your  eyes.  Psalm  xxxvi.  I.  "  The  transgression 
of  the  wicked  sailh  within  my  heart,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  God 
before  his  eyes." 

4.  Consider  how  living  in  such  a  neglect  is  consistent  with 
leading  a  holy  life.  We  are  abundantly  instructed  in  scripture, 
that  true  Chrislians  do  lead  a  holy  life :  that  without  holiness  no 
man  shall  see  the  Lord,  Heb.  xii.  1 4  ;  and  that  every  one  that 
hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifieth  himself,  even  as  Christ  is  pure, 
1  John  iii.  3.  In  Prov.  xvi.  1 7.  it  is  said.  "  Tht  highway  of  the 
upright  is  to  depart  from  evil,"  i.  c.  the  common  beaten  road  ia 
which  all  Ihe  godly  travel.  To  the  like  purpose  i»  Isa.  kxiv. 
8.  "  An  highway  shall  be  there,  and  a  way,  and  it  shall  be  called 
the  way  of  holiness  ;  the  unclean  shall  not  pass  over  it,  but  it 
shall  be  for  Ihos^:'"  i.  c.  those  redeemed  persons  spoken  of  in  the 
foregoing  verses.  It  is  spoken  of  in  Rom.  viii.  1.  as  (he 
character  of  all  believers,  that  (hey  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but 
'  after  the  spirit. 

But  hovr  is  a  life,  in  a  great  measure  prayerlesa,  consistent 
with  a  holy  life?  To  lead  a  holy  life,  is  to  lead  a  life  devoted 
to  God;  a  life  of  worshipping  and  serving  God  ;  a  life  conse- 
crated to  the  service  of  God.  But  how  doth  he  lead  such  a 
life  who  dolh  not  so  much  as  maintain  the  duty  of  pnyer  ? 
How  can  such  a  man  be  said  to  walk  by  the  spirit,  and  to  be  a 
servant  of  the  Most  High  God?  A  holy  life  is  a  life  of  faith. 
The  life  that  true  Christians  live  in  the  world,  they  live  by  Ihc 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God.  But  who  can  believe  that  the  man 
lives  by  faiili  who  lives  without  prayer,  which  is  the  natural 
eipresBion  of  faith '  Prayer  is  as  natural  an  expression  of  £iilh, 
as  breathing  is  of  life;  and  to  say  a  man  lives  a  life  of  faith,  and 
yet  lives  a  prayerless  life-  is  every  whit  as  inconsistent  a"^* 
incredible,  as  to  say,  that  a  man  lives  without  breathing.  . 
unyerlesB  life  is  so  far  from  being  holy,  thnt  it  is  a  profane  III 
tie  thftt  lives  so,  lives  like  a  Heathen,  who  caltelh  nol  on  G« 
name  ;  he  that  hves  a  prayerless  life,  lives  without  God  in  t 
world. 

5.  If  you  live  in  the  neglect  of  secret  prayer,  you  show 
your  good-will  to  neglect  all  tbe  worship  of  God.      X^o  tl 
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prays  only  when  he  prays  with  others,  would  not  pray  at  all. 
were  it  not  that  the  eyes  of  others  are  upon  him.  He  that  will 
not  pray  where  none  but  God  seeth  him,  manifestly  doth  not 
pray  at  all  oat  of  respect  to  God,  or  r^ard  to  his  all-seeing 
eye,  and  therefore  doth  in  effect  cast  off  all  prayer.  And  he 
that  casts  off  prayer,  in  effect  casts  off  all  the  worship  of  God, 
of  which  prayer  is  the  principal  duty.  Now,  what  a  miserable 
saint  is  he  who  is  no  worshipper  of  God !  He  that  casts  off  the 
worship  of  God,  in  effect  casts  off  God  himself:  he  refuses  to 
own  him,  or  to  be  conversant  with  him  as  his  God.  For  the 
way  in  which  men  own  God,  and  are  conversant  with  him,  as 
their  Grod,  is  by  worshipping  him. 

6.  How  can  yon  expect  to  dwell  with  God  for  ever,  if  you 
so  neglect  and  forsake  him  here  ?  This  your  practice  shews, 
that  you  place  not  your  happiness  in  God,  in  nearness  to  him, 
and  communion  with  him.  He  who  refuses  to  visit  and  con- 
verse with  a  friend,  and  who  in  a  great  measure  forsakes  him, 
when  he  is  abundantly  invited  and  importuned  to  come  ;  plainly 
shows  that  he  places  not  his  happiness  in  the  company  and  con- 
versation of  thut  friend.  Now,  if  this  be  the  case  with  you 
respecting  God*  then  how  can  you  expect  to  have  it  for  your 
happiness  to  all  eternity,  to  be  with  God,  and  to  enjoy  holy  com- 
munion with  him  ? 

Let  those  persons  who  hope  they  are  converted,  and  yet 
have  in  a  great  measure  left  off  the  duty  of  secret  prayer,  and 
whose  manner  it  is  ordinarily  to  neglect  it,  for  their  own  sake 
seriously  consider  these  things.  For  what  will  it  profit  them 
to  please  themselves  with  ttiat^  while  they  live,  which  will  fail 
them  at  last,  and  leave  them  in  fearful  and  amazing  disappoint- 
ment ! 

It  is  probable,  that  some  of  you  who  have  entertained  a 
good  opinion  of  your  state,  and  have  looked  upon  yourselves 
as  converts — but  have  of  late  in  a  great  measure  left  off  the 
duty — ^will  this  evening  attend  secret  prayer,  and  so  may  conti- 
nue to  do  for  a  little  while  after  your  hearing  this  sermon,  to 
the  end  that  you  may  solve  the  objection  which  is  made  against 
the  truth  of  your  hope.  But  this  will  not  hold.  As  it  hath 
been  in  former  instances  of  the  like  nature,  so  what  you  now 
hear,  will  have  such  effect  upon  you  but  a  little  while. — 
When  the  business  and  cares  of  the  world  shall  again  begin  to 
crowd  a  little  upon  you,  or  the  next  time  you  shall  go  out 
into  young  company,  it  is  probable  you  will  again  neglect 
this  duty.  After  the  next  frolic  to  which  you  go,  it  is  highly 
probaUe  you  will  n^Iect  not  only  secret,  but  also  family 
prayer.  Or,  at  least,  after  a  while,  you  will  come  to  the 
same  pass  aa  before,  in  casting  off  fear,  and  restraining  prayer 
before  God. 
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It  is  not  very  likely  that  ;ou  will  ever  be  constant  and  pent- 
vering  in  this  duty,  until  you  shall  have  obtained  a  better  prin- 
ciple ill  your  hearts.  The  streams  which  have  no  spring  to 
feed  them  will  dry  up.  The  drought  and  heat  consume  the 
snow-waters.  Although  they  ruu  plentifully  in  the  spring,  yet 
when  the  sun  ascends  higher,  with  a  burning  heat,  they  are  gone. 
The  seed  that  is  sown  in  stony  places,  though  it  seem  to  flourish 
at  present,  yet  as  the  sun  shall  rise  with  a  burning  heat,  will 
wither  away.  None  will  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience,  but 
those  whose  hearts  are  become  good  ground. 

Without  any  heavenly  seed  remaining  in  them,  men  may, 
whenever  they  fall  in  among  the  godly,  continue  all  their  lives 
to  talk  like  saints.  They  may,  for  their  creditsake,  tell  of  what 
they  have  experienced:  hut  their  deeds  wiW  noi  hold.  They 
may  continue  to  tell  of  their  inward  experiences,  and  yet  live 
ID  the  Delect  of  secret  prayer,  and  of  other  duties. 

II.  I  would  take  occasion  from  this  doctrine,  to  exhort  all 
to  persevere  in  the  duty  of  prayer.  This  exhortation  is  much 
insisted  on  in  the  word  of  God.  It  is  insisted  on  in  the  Old 
Testament;  1  Chron.  xvi.  II.  "  Seek  the  Lord  and  his  strength, 
seek  his  face  contmuall/j,"  Isa.  Ixii.  7.  "  Ye  that  make  men- 
tion of  the  Lord,  keep  not  silence:"  i.  e.  be  not  silent  as  to 
the  voice  of  prayer,  as  is  manifest  by  the  following  words,  "  and 
give  him  no  rest  till  he  establish,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a 
praise  in  the  earth."  Israel  of  old  is  reproved  for  growing 
weary  of  the  duty  of  prayer.  Isa.  xliii.  22.  "  But  thou  hsst 
not  called  upon  mc,  O  Jacob,  thou  hast  been  weary  of  me,  O 
Israel." 

Perseverance  in  the  duty  of  prayer,  is  very  much  insisted 
on  in  the  New  Testament;  as  Luke  xviii,  at  the  beginning. 
"  A  man  ought  always  to  pray,  and  not  to  faint ;"  t.  e.  not  to  be 
discouraged  or  weary  of  the  duty;  but  should  always  continue 
in  it.  Again,  Luke  xxi.  36:  "Watch  ye,  therefore,  and  pray 
ft/ioayj."  We  have  the  example  of  Anna,  the  prophetess,  set 
before  us,  Luke  i.  36,  &c.,  who,  though  she  had  lived  to  be 
more  than  an  hundred  years  old,  yet  was  not  weary  of  this 
duty.  It  is  said,  '^  She  departed  not  from  the  temple,  but  served 
God  with  fastings  and  prayers  night  and  day.''  Cornelius 
also  is  commended  for  his  constancy  in  this  duty.  It  is  said, 
that  he  prayed  to  God  alwaifs ;  Acts  x.  2,  The  apostle  Paul 
in  his  epistles,  insists  very  much  on  constancy  in  this  duty; 
Rom.  xii.  12.  "  Continuing  instant  in  prayer."  Eph.  vi.  18, 
19.  "Praying  always  with  all  prayer  and  supphcation  in  the 
Spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  perseverance."  Col. 
iv.  2.  "  Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in  the  same."  I  Thesa. 
V.  17.  "  Pray  without  ceasing."  To  the  same  eOecl  the  apos> 
lie  Peter,  I  Pet,  Iv.  7-     "Watch  unto  provcr-"     Thus  abun- 
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dantly  the  scriptures  insist  upon  it,  that  we  should  persevere  in 
the  duty  of  prajer ;  which  shows  that  it  is  of  ver)'  great  impor- 
tance that  we  should  persevere.  If  the  contrary  be  the  man- 
ner of  hypocrites,  as  hath  been  shown  in  the  doctrine,  then 
surely  we  ought  to  beware  of  this  leaven. 

But  here  let  the  following  things  be  particularly  considered 
as  motives  to  perseverance  in  this  duty. 

1.  That  perseverance  in  the  way  of  duty  is  necessary  to 
salvation,  and  is  abundantly  declared  to  be  so  in  the  holy  scrip- 
tures ;  as  Isa.  Ixiv.  5.  '^  Thou  meetest  him  that  rejoiceth  and 
worketh  righteousness,  those  that  remember  thee  in  thy  ways : 
behold,  thou  art  wroth,  for  we  have  sinned ,  in  those  is  con- 
tinuance,  and  we  shall  be  saved.''  Heb.  x.  38,  39.  ^'  Now 
the  just  shall  live  by  faith :  but  if  any  man  draw  hack,  my  soul 
bath  no  pleasure  in  him.  But  we  are  not  of  them  who  draw 
back  unto  perdition  ;  but  of  them  that  believe  to  the  saving  of 
the  soul.^^  Rom.  xi.  22.  Behold  therefore  the  goodness  and 
severity  of  God :  on  them  which  fell,  severity ;  but  towards 
thee,  goodness,  if  thou  continue  in  his  goodness ;  otherwise  thou 
also  shalt  be  cut  off.'^ — So  in  many  other  places. 

Many,  when  they  think  they  are  converted,  seem  to  ima- 
gine that  their  work  is  done,  and  that  there  is  nothing  eke 
needful  in  order  to  their  going  to  heaven.  Indeed  perseverance 
in  holiness  of  life  is  not  necessary  to  salvation  in  the  same  way 
as  the  righteousness  by  which  a  right  to  salvation  is  obtained. 
Nor  is  actual  perseverance  necessary  in  order  to  our  becoming 
interested  in  that  righteousness  by  which  we  are  justified.  For 
as  soon  as  ever  a  soul  hath  beKeved  in  Christ,  or  hath  put  forth 
one  act  of  faith  in  him,  it  becomes  interested  in  his  righteous* 
ness,  and  in  all  the  promises  purchased  by  it. 

But  persevering  in  the  way  of  duty  is  necessary  to  salvation 
as  a  concomitant  and  evidence  of  a  title  to  salvation.  There 
is  never  a  title  to  salvation  without  it,  though  it  be  not  the 
righteousness  by  which  a  title  to  salvation  is  obtained.  It  is 
necessary  to  salvation,  as  it  is  the  necessary  consequence  of  true 
faith.  It  is  an  evidence  which  universallv  attends  uprightness, 
and  the  defect  of  it  is  an  infallible  evidence  of  the  want  of 
uprightness.^  Psalm  cxxv.  4,  5.  There  such  as  are  good  and 
upright  in  heart,  are  distinguished  from  such  as  fall  away  or 
turn  aside :  '^  Do  good,  O  Lord,  to  those  that  are  good,  and 
to  them  that  are  upright  in  their  hearts.  As  for  such  as  turn 
aside  to  their  crooked  ways^  the  Lord  shall  lead  them  forth 
with  the  workers  of  iniquity.  But  peace  shall  be  upon  Israel/^ 
It  is  mentioned  as  an  evidence  that  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  Israel  were  not  right  with  God,  that  they  did  not  persevere 
in  the  ways  of  holiness.  Psalm  Ixxviii.  8.  A  generation  that 
set  not  their  hearts  aright,  and  whose  spirit  was  not  steadfast 
with  God." 
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Cbrist  gives  this  as  a  distinguisbiog  character  of  those  that 
are  bis  <tiscipleB  indeed,  and  of  a  true  and  saving  faith,  that  it  ii 
accompanied  with  perseverance  in  obedience  to  Christ's  word. 
John  viit.  31.  "  Then  said  Jeaus  to  those  Jews  whirh  be- 
lieved on  htm.  If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my 
disciples  indeed.''  This  is  mentioned  as  a  necessary  evidence 
of  an  interest  in  Christ,  Heb.  iii.  14.  "  We  are  made  partakers 
of  Christ,  if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  conhdence  steadfast 
to  the  end." 

Perseverance  is  not  only  a  necessary  concomitant  and 
evidence  of  a  title  to  s  ilvation  ;  but  also  a  necessary  pre-requisitc 
to  the  BClual  pot^session  of  eteriml  life.  It  is  the  only  way  to 
lieaven,  the  narrow  way  that  leadeth  to  life.  Hence,  Christ 
exhorts  the  church  of  Philadelphia  to  persevere  in  holiness 
from  this  consideration,  that  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  her 
obtaining  the  crown.  Rev.  iii,  il.  *'  Hold  fast  that  whidi 
thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown."  It  is  necessary  not 
only  that  persons  should  once  have  been  walking  in  the  way  of 
duty,  but  that  they  should  be  found  so  doing  when  Christ 
Cometh.  Luke  xii.  43>  ''  Blessed  is  that  servant  whom  bis 
Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find  bo  doing,"  Holding  oot  to 
the  end  is  often  made  the  condition  of  actual  salvation.  Matt. 
X.  "21.  "  He  that  endurcth  lo  the  end,  the  same  shall  be  saved  :'' 
and  Rev.  ii.  10.  "■  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,and  1  will  give 
thee  a  crown  of  life." 

2.  In  order  to  your  own  perseverance  in  the  way  of  duty 
your  own  care  and  watchfulness  is  necessary.  For  though, 
it  be  promised  that  true  saints  shall  persevere,  yet  that  is  no 
.ii^iiment  that  their  care  and  watchfulness  is  not  necessary  in 
order  to  it ;  because  their  care  to  keep  the  commands  of  God  is 
the  thing  promised.  If  the  saints  should  fail  of  care,  watchful, 
uess.  and  diligence  to  persevere  in  holiness,  that  failure  of  their 
care  and  diligence  would  itself  be  a  failure  of  holiness.  They 
who  persevere  not  in  wnlchfulnesa  and  diligence,  persevere  not 
in  holiness  of  life,  for  holiness  of  life  very  much  consists  in 
watchfulness  and  diligence  to  keep  the  commands  of  God.  It 
is  one  promise  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  that  the  saints  shall 
keep  God's  commandments.  Ezck.  xi.  19, 20. — Yet  that  is  do 
ai^umrnt  that  they  have  no  need  to  take  care  to  keep  these  com- 
mandments, or  to  do  their  duty.  So  the  promise  of  God,  tli»t 
the  saints  shall  persevere  in  holiness,  is  no  argume<  t  ihat  it  is 
not  necessary  that  they  should  lake  heed  lest  they  fall  away. 

Therefore,  the  scriptures  abundantly  warn  men  to  watch 
over  themselves  diligently,  and  to  give  earnest  heed  lest  tbey 
fall  away-  1  Cor  \.  13.  "  Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith, 
niiit  you  like  men,  be  strong."  1  Cor.  x.  12,  "Let  him  that 
thinketh  he  standefh,  take  heed  lest  befall."  Heh.  iii.  12 — 14. 
■'  Take  heed,  brethren,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  yon  an  evil  heart 
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io  a  great  measore  to  neglect  it.    The4r 

tioD  to  dfaw  us  awaj  finoiB  God,  and  to 

to  him  in  prajer.      We  are  surroonded  with 
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this  dotj. 

3.  To  more  yoa  to  perseTeie  in  die  datj  of  prajer,  con- 
sider bow  mocb  70a  ahrajt  stand  in  need  of  the  hup  of  God. 
If  perMHM  who  haTe  6mnerlj  attended  this  doty,  leare  it  ofl;  the 
language  of  it  is,  that  now  they  stand  in  no  further  need  oiXlod's 
help,  that  they  have  no  former  occasion  to  go  to  God  with  re- 
quests and  supplicatioDs :  when,  indeed,  it  is  in  God  we  Uve,  and 
move,  and  have  our  beiog.  We  cannot  draw  a  breath  without  his 
help.  You  need  his  help  every  day  for  the  tupply  of  your  out- 
ward wants ;  and  especially  you  i^tand  in  continual  need  of  him 
to  help  your  souls.  Without  his  protection,  they  would  imme- 
diately 4h  into  the  hands  of  the  devil,  who  always  stands  as  a 
roaring  lion  ready,  whenever  he  is  permitted,  to  fall  upon  the 
souls  of  men  and  devour  them.  If  God  should,  indeed,  preserve 
your  lives,  but  should  otherwise  forsake  and  leave  you  to  your* 
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selves,  you  would  be  most  miserable:  your  lives  would  be  a 
curae  to  you. 

Those  that  arc  converted,  if  God  should  forsake  tliem, 
would  soon  fall  away  totally  from  a  state  of  grace  into  a  stale 
far  more  miserable  than  ever  they  were  in  before  their  conver- 
sion. They  have  no  strength  of  their  own  to  resist  those  power- 
ful enemies  who  surround  them.  Sin  and  Satan  would  imme- 
diately carry  ihcm  away,  as  amighty  flood,,  if  God  should  forsake 
them.  You  stand  in  need  of  4aily  supplies  from  God.  With- 
out God  you  can  receive  no  spiritual  light  nor  comfort,  can  ex- 
ercise no  grace,  can  bring  forth  no  fruit.  Without  God  your 
souls  will  wither  and  pine  away,  and  sink  into  a  most  wretched 
state.  You  continually  need  the  instructions  and  directions  of 
God.  What  can  a  little  child  do  in  a  vast  howling  wilderness, 
without  some  one  to  guide  it,  and  to  lead  it  in  the  right  way! 
Without  God,  you  will  soon  fall  into  snares,  and  pits,  and  many 
fatal  calamities. 

Seeing,  therefore,  you  stand  in  such  continual  need  of  the 
help  of  God,  how  reasonable  is  it  that  you  should  continually 
eeek  it  of  him,  and  pcrseveringly  acknowledge  your  dependence 
upon  him,  by  resorting  to  him  to  spread  your  needs  before  him, 
and  to  otier  up  your  requests  to  him  in  prayer.  Let  us  consi- 
der how  miserable  ^vc  should  be,  if  we  should  leave  off  prayer, 
and  God,  at  the  same  time,  should  leave  off  to  lake  care  of  us, 
or  to  afTord  us  any  more  supplies  of  his  grace.  By  our  coti" 
stancy  in  prayer,  we  cannot  be  protitable  to  God ;  and  if  we 
leave  it  off,  God  will  sustain  no  damage :  be  doth  not  need  our 
prayers ;  Job  xxxv.  G,  7.  Gut  if  God  cease  to  cnre  for  us,  and 
lo  help  Ufi,  wc  immediately  sink  :  we  cun  do  nothing :  we  can 
receive  nothing  without  him. 

4.  Consider  the  great  benefit  of  a  constant,  diligent,  and 
j>crBevcring  attendance  on  this  duty.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  excellent  means  of  nourishing  the  new  nature,  and  of 
causing  the  soul  lo  llourish  and  prosper,  it  is  an  excellent 
mean  of  keeping  up  an  acquaintance  with,  and  ofgrowingin  the 
knowledge  of  God.  It  is  the  way  to  a  life  of  communion  with 
God.  ,  It  is  an  excellent  mean  of  taking  off  the  heart  from  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  and  of  causing  the  mind  lo  be  conversant 
in  heaven.  It  is  an  excellent  preservative  from  sin  and  Ihe  wiles 
of  the  devil,  and  a  powerful  antidote  against  the  poison  of  the 
old  serpent.  It  is  a  duty  whereby  strength  ia  derived  from  God 
against  Ihe  lusts  and  corruptions  of  the  heart,  and  the  snares  of 
the  world. 

It  halh  a  great  tendency  to  keep  the  soul  in  a  wakeful 
frame,  and  in  lead  us  to  a  strict  walk  with  God,  and  to  a  life 
(bat  elinll  be  fruitful  in  such  good  works,  aa  tend  to  adorn  (he 
doctrine  ofChrist,  audio  cause  our  light  so  to  shine  before  others. 
Hist  Ihcy  secinii  our  Eood  works,  shnll  clorjfv  our  Father  who  is 
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in  heaven.  And  if  (he  duty  be  constantly  and  diligently  at- 
tended, it  will  be  a  very  pleasant  duty.  Slack  and  slothful  at- 
tendance upon  it,  and  unsteadiness  in  it,  arc  the  causes  which 
make  it  so  great  a  burthen  as  it  is  to  some  persons.  Their  sloth- 
fulness  in  it  hath  naturally  the  effect  to  l3eget  a  dishke  of  the 
duty,  and  a  great  indisposition  to  it.  But  if  it  be  constantly  and 
diligently  attended,  it  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  leading  not 
only  a  Christian  and  amiable,  but  also  a  pleasant  life ;  a  life  of 
much  sweet  fellowship  with  Christ,  and  of  the  abundant  enjoy- 
ment of  the  light  of  his  countenance. 

Besides,  the  great  power  which  prayer,  when  duly  attended, 
hath  with  God,  is  worthy  of  your  notice.  By  it  men  become 
like  Jacob,  who  as  a  prince  had  power  with  God  and  prevailed, 
when  he  wrestled  for  the  blessing.  See  the  power  of  prayer 
represented  in  James  v.  16 — 18.  By  these  things  you  may  be 
sensible  how  much  you  will  lose,  if  you  shall  be  negligent  in 
this  great  duty  of  calling  upon  God ;  and  how  ill  you  will  con- 
sult your  own  interest  by  such  a  neglect. 

I  conclude  my  discourse  with  two  directions  in  order  to 
constancy  and  perseverance  in  this  duty. 

1.  Watch  against  the  beginnings  of  a  neglect  of  this  duty. 
Persons  who  have  for  a  time  practised,  and  afterwards  neglect 
it,  commonly  leave  it  off  by  degrees.  While  their  convictions 
and  religious  affections  last,  they  are  very  constant  in  their 
closets,  and  no  worldly  business,  or  company  or  diversion, 
hinders  them.  But  as  their  convictions  and  affections  begin  to 
die  away,  they  begin  to  find  excuses  to  neglect  it  sometimes. — 
They  are  now  so  hurried ;  they  have  now  such  and  such  things 
to  attend  to ;  or  there  are  now  such  inconveniences  in  the  way, 
that  they  persuade  themselves  they  may  very  excusably  omit  it 
for  this  time.  Afterwards  it  pretty  frequently  so  happens,  that 
they  have  something  to  hinder,  something  which  they  call  a 
just  excuse.  After  a  while,  a  less  thing  becomes  a  sufficient 
excuse  than  was  allowed  to  be  such  at  nrst.  Thus  the  person 
by  degrees  contracts  more  and  more  a  habit  of  neglecting 
prayer,  and  becomes  more  and  more  indisposed  to  it.  And  even 
when  he  doth  perform  it,  it  is  in  such  a  poor,  dull,  heartleso, 
miserable  manner,  that  he  says  to  himself,  he  might  as  well  not 
do  it  at  all,  as  do  it  thus.  Thus  he  makes  his  own  dulness  and 
indisposition  an  excuse  for  wholly  neglecting  it,  or  at  least  for 
living  in  a  great  measure  in  its  neglect. — After  this  manner  do 
Satan  and  men^s  own  corruptions  inveigle  them  to  their  ruin. 

Therefore  beware  of  the  first  beginnings  of  a  neglect: 
Watch  against  temptations  to  it :  Take  heed  how  you  begin  to 
allow  ezcoscx.  Be  watchful  to  keep  up  the  duty  in  the  height 
of  it ;  let  it  not  so  much  as  begin  to  sink.  For  when  you  give 
way,  though  it  be  but  little,  it  is  like  giving  way  to  an  enemy  in 
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(he  field  of  battle :  tbe  first  beginning  of  a  retreat  greatly 
encourages  the  enemy,  and  weakens  the  retreating  soldiers. 

2.  Let  me  direct  you  to  forsake  all  such  practices  as  you 
lind  by  experience  do  indispose  you  totheduly  of  secret  prayer. 
Examine  the  things  in  which  you  have  allowed  yourselves,  and 
inquire  whether  they  have  had  ihis  effect.  You  are  able  to  look 
over  your  past  behaviour,  and  may  doubtless,  on  an  impartial 
consideration,  m»ke  a  judgment  of  the  practices  and  courses  in 
which  you  have  allowed  yourselves. 

Particularly  let  young  people  examine  their  manner  of 
company  keeping,  and  the  round  of  diversions  in  which  with 
their  companions  they  have  allowed  themselves.  I  only  desire 
that  you  would  ask  at  the  mouth  of  your  own  consciences  what 
has  been  Ihe  eSect  of  these  things  with  respect  to  your  attend- 
ance on  the  duly  of  secret  prayer.  Have  you  not  found  that 
such  practices  have  tended  to  the  neglect  of  this  duly?  Have 
you  not  found  that  after  them  you  have  been  more  indisposed 
Co  il,  and  less  conscientious  and  careful  to  attend  it  f  Yea,  have 
they  not  from  time  to  time,  actually  been  the  means  of  your 
neglecting  il  ? 

If  you  cannot  deny  that  this  is  really  the  case,  then  if  you 
seek  the  good  of  your  souls,  forsake  these  practices.  Whatever 
you  may  plead  iur  them,  as  that  there  is  no  harm  in  them,  or 
that  there  is  a  time  for  all  things,  and  the  like  ;  yet  if  you  find 
this  harm  in  the  consequence,  it  is  time  for  you  to  forsake  them. 
And  if  you  value  heaven  more  than  a  little  worldly  diversion ;  if 
you  set  a  higher  price  on  eternal  glory,  than  on  a  dance  or  a 
song,  you  will  forsake  them. 

If  these  things  be  lawful  in  themselves,  yet  if  your  expe- 
rience shew,  that  they  are  attended  with  such  a  consequence  as 
I  have  now  mentioned,  that  is  enough.  It  is  lawful  in  itself  for 
you  lo  enjoy  your  right  hand  and  your  right  eye  :  but  if  by  expe- 
rience you  find  they  cause  you  lo  offend,  it  is  time  for  you  to 
cut  otfthe  one,  and  pluck  out  the  other,  as  you  would  rather  go 
to  heaven  without  them  than  to  go  to  hell  with  them,  into  that 
place  of  torment  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 
quenched. 


SERMON  IX.' 


THE  FUTURE  FUNIBBSENT  OF  THE  WICKED  UNAVOID- 
ABLE AND  XNTOIXRABLE. 


EzEK.  XXII.   14. 

Can  ikine  htart  mdurt,  or  can  fkine  hands  be  strong,  in  the  da*/a 
that  I  shall  deal  with  thte  ?  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it,  (aid 
wilt  do  it. 

\s  the  former  part  of  this  chapter,  we  bare  a  dreadful  cata- 
Ic^e  of  the  bios  of  Jerusalem  ;  as  you  may  see  from  the  fint  to 
the  thirteenth  rerse.  In  the  thirteenth,  which  ifl  the  verse  pre- 
ceding the  text,  God  manifests  his  great  displeasure  and  fearful 
wrath  against  them  for  their  iniquities.  "Behold,  I  have 
smitten  m;  hand  at  tfaj  dishonest  gain  which  thou  hast  made, 
and  at  thy  blood  which  hath  been  in  the  midst  of  t}iee."  The 
expression  of  God's  smiting  bis  band,  signifies  the  greatness  of 
his  anger,  and  his  preparing  himself,  as  it  were,  to  execute  wrath 
answerable  to  their  heinous  crimes.  It  is  an  allusion  to  what 
we  sometimes  see  tn  men  when  they  are  surprised,  by  seeing  or 
hearing  of  some  horrid  offence,  or  most  intolerable  injury,  wmch 
very  much  stirs  their  spirits,  and  animates  them  with  high  re- 
sentment -,  on  such  an  occasion  they  will  rise  up  in  wrath  and 
smite  their  hands  together,  as  an  expression  of  the  heat  of  their 
indignation,  and  full  resolution  to  be  avenged  on  those  who 
have  committed  the  injury;  as  in  chap.  xxii.  17.  "I  will  also 
flmite  mine  bands  togeUier,  and  I  will  cause  my  fury  to  rest ;  I 
the  Lord  have  said  it."  Then,  in  the  text,  the  punishment  of 
that  people  is  represented. 

I .  The  nature  of  their  punishment  is  more  ^nerally  repre- 
sented in  that,  God  will  undertake  to  deal  with  them.  The 
prophets  could  do  nothing  with  them.  God  bad  sent  them  one 
after  another ;  but  those  sinners  were  too  strong  for  tiiem,  and 
•  D»tBd,  April  IMl. 
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beat  one,  and  killed  another.     Therefore  now  God  bimsell'  un- 
dertakes to  deal  with  them. 

3.  Their  punishment  is  more  particularly  represented  in 
three  things,  viz.  The  intolerableDeas,  the  remedileasneis,  and 
the  unavoidableness  of  it. — The  intoUrabimess  of  it:  can  thine 
heart  atdure?  Its  remediltssness,  or  the  impossibility  of  tbeifi 
doing  any  thing  for  their  own  relief:  can  Ihme  hands  be  strong  f 
— Its  unavoidablencss  :  I  the  Lord  have  tpoken  it,  and  ivill  do  it. 


Since  God  hath  undertaken  to  deal  with  impenitent  sinueri, 
Lhey  eball  neither  shun  the  threatened  misery,  nor  deliver  them- 
selves out  of  it,  nor  can  they  bear  it. 

In  handling  this  doctrine  I  shall,  1 .  Shew  what  is  implied 
in  God's  undertaking  to  deal  with  impenitent  sioBers.  2,  That 
therefore  they  cannot  avoid  punishment.  3.  That  they  cannot 
in  any  measure  deliver  themselves  from  it ;  or  do  any  thing  for 
their  own  relief  under  it.  4.  That  they  cannot  bear  it,  5.  I 
shall  answer  an  iniiuiry  ;  and  then  proceed  to  the  use, 

I.  1  shall  shew  what  is  implied  in  God's  undertaking  to 
cleal  with  impenitent  sinners.  Others  are  not  able  to  deal  witli 
them.  They  baffle  all  the  means  used  with  tJiera  by  those  that 
are  appointed  to  teach  and  to  rule  over  them.  They  will  not  yield 
to  parents,  or  to  the  counsels,  warnings,  or  reproofs  of  ministers : 
Ihey  prove  obstinate  and  stifT-hcarted.  Therefore  God  under- 
takes to  deal  with  them.     This  implies  the  following  things  : 

1.  That  God  will  reckon  with  them,  and  take  of  theoi 
satisfaction  to  liis  justice.  In  this  world  God  puts  forth  bis 
authority  to  command  them,  and  to  require  tlieir  suhjection  to 
him.  In  his  commands  he  is  very  positive,  strictly  requiring  of 
ttietn  the  performance  of  duties,  and  as  positively  forbiddiDg 
things  contrary  to  their  duty.  But  they  have  no  regard  to  these 
commands.  God  continues  commanding,  and  they  continue 
rebelling.  They  make  nothing  of  God's  authority.  God 
threatens,  but  tbcy  despise  his  threatening:.  They  make  nothii^ 
of  dishonouring  God :  they  care  not  how  much  their  behaviour 
is  to  his  dishonour.  He  o9ers  them  mercy,  if  they  will  repent 
and  return :  hut  they  despise  his  mercy  as  well  as  his  wrath.— 
God  callcth,  but  they  refuse.  Thus  tney  are  continually  plun- 
ging themselves  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt,  and  at  the  sane 
time  imagine  they  shall  escape  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and 
design  entirely  to  rob  God  of  his  due. 

But  God  hath  undertaken  to  right  himself.     He  will  reckon 
wilh  them ;  he  hath  undertaken  to  see  that  the  debts  due  to  him 
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uo  paid.  All  Ihcir  aim  u>e  wnUcn  in  liis  book ;  iiot  one  61 
Hk&m  is  foigotten,  and  evciT  one  must  be  paid.  It'  God  be  wise 
enough,  and  stroi^  enough,  he  will  hare  full  satisfaction  ;^,hr 
will  exact  the  reiy  atmost  finrthii^.      He  undertakes  it  as  his 

Eart,  as  what  belongs  to  him,  to  sec  himself  righted,  wherein  he 
ath  been  wronged.  DeuL  xxxii.  35.  "  To  mc  bcloiweth  Ten- 
geance.'''  Ibid.  vii.  10.  *'He  will  not  be  slack  to  nim  that 
hateth  him ;  he  will  repay  him  to  his  &ce.*' 

2.  He  hath  undertaken  to  tindicatt  the  honour  of  hia  ma- 
jesty. His  majesty  they  despise.  They  hear  that  he  is  a  grcal. 
God ;  bat  they  despise  hia  greatness ;  ihey  look  upon  him  as 
worthy  of  contempt,  and  treat  him  accordingly.  Thcy  hear  ol' 
him  by  the  name  of  a  great  king ;  but  his  auUiorily  they  regard 
not,  and  sometimes  trample  upon  it  for  years  together. 

But  God  hath  not  left  the  honour  of  his  majesty  wholly  d^ 
their  care.  Though  they  now  trample  it  in  the  dust,  yet  that  is 
no  sign  that  it  will  finally  be  lost.  If  God  had  left  it  wholly  in 
their  hands,  it  would  indeed  be  lost.  But  God  doth  not  leave 
hie  honour  and  his  glory  with  his  enemies ;  it  is  too  precious  in 
his  eyes  to  he  so  neglected.  He  hatli  reserved  tlie  care  of  it  to 
himself:  he  will  see  to  it,  that  his  own  injured  majesty  is  vindi' 
cated.  If  ibe  honour  of  God,  upon  which  sinucrti  trample, 
finally  lie  in  the  dust,  it  will  be  because  he  is  not  strong  enough 
to  vindicate  himself.  He  hath  sworn,  in  Numb.  xiv.  31,  "As 
truly  as  I  Hvc,  all  the  earth  shall  he  filled  with  the  glory  of  Iho 
Lora." 

Sinners  despise  his  Son,  and  trample  him  under  llicir  feci ; 
hut  he  will  see  if  he  cannot  make  the  glory  of  tiiii  Son  appear, 
with  respect  to  (hem ;  that  all  the  earth  may  know  how  evil  u 
thing  it  is  to  despise  the  Son  of  God.  God  intends  thatall  men 
and  angels,  all  heaven  and  ail  earth,  shall  see  whether  ho  be 


sufficient  to  magnify  himself  upon  sinners  who  now  despise  him. 
He  intends  that  the  issue  01  things  with  respect  to  them  shall 
be  open,  that  all  men  may  see  it. 

3.  He  hath  undertaken  to  «uMu«  impenitent  sinners.  Their 
hearts,  while  in  this  world,  are  very  unsubdued.  Thcy  lift  up 
their  beads  and  conduct  thcmsci  vcb  very  proudly  and  contemptu- 
ously, and  often  sin  with  a  high  hand.  They  set  their  mouths 
against  the  heavens,  and  their  tongues  walk  through  the  earth. 
They  practically  say,  as  Pharaoh  did,  "Who  is  (nc  f  iord  ?  I 
know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  )  obey  his  voice."  Job  xxi. 
41.  They  toy  to  God,  "  Depart  from  us,  for  we  desire  not  the 
knowledge  of  thy  ways.*^ 

Some,  who  cover  their  sin  with  a  specious  show,  who  put 
on  alace  of  religion,  and  a  demure  countenance  and  behaviour, 
yet  have  this  spirit  secretly  reigning  in  their  breasts.  Notwith- 
standing all  tbar  fair  show,  and  good  external  cnrringc,  thcy 
despise  God  in  their  hearts,  and  have  the  wcaponi  of  wnr  about 


93  TWENTV   &ERH0N3   ON   VARIOUS  SDBJECTS.  M 

them,  though  they  carry  their  swords  under  their  skirtE.  They  1 
have  most  proud,  stubborn,  and  rebellious  hearts,  which  are 
ready  to  rise  in  opposition,  to  contend  with  hioi,  aad  to  find 
fault  with  his  dispensations.  Their  hearts  are  full  of  pride, 
comity,  stubbornness,  and  blasphemy,  which  work  iu  them  many 
ways,  while  they  sit  under  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  while  | 

the  Spirit  of  God  is  striving  with  them  :   and  they  always  con-  j 

tinue  to  oppose  and  resist  God  as  long  as  they  live  in  the  world  ; 
they  never  !aj  down  Ihe  weapons  of  their  rebellion. 

But  God  hath  undertaken  to  deal  with  them,  and  to  sub- 
due them  ;  and  those  prnud  and  stubborn  hearts,  which  will 
not  yield  to  (be  power  of  God's  word,  shall  be  broken  by  the 
power  of  his  hand.  If  they  will  not  be  willing  subjects  to  the 
golden  sceptre,  and  will  not  yield  to  the  attractiresof  his  love, 
they  shall  be  subject  to  the  force  of  the  iron  rod,  whether  they 
will  or  not. 

Them  that  proudly  set  up  their  own  righteousness,  and 
Iheir  own  wills,  God  hath  undertaken  to  bring  down  :  and, 
without  doubt,  it  will  be  done.  He  hath  undertaken  to  make 
those  who  arc  now  regardless,  to  regard  him.  They  shall  know 
that  he  is  Jehovah.  Now  they  will  not  own  Ibat  he  is  the 
Lord;  hut  they  shall  know  it.  Isaiah  xxvi.  M.  "Lord,  when 
Ihine  hand  is  lilted  up,  they  will  not  see :  but  they  shall  see." 

Now  wicked  men  not  only  hate  God,  but  they  slight  him: 
(hey  arc  not  afraid  of  him.  But  he  will  subdue  their  contempt- 
When  he  shall  come  to  take  them  in  hand,  they  will  hate  him 
still ;  but  they  will  not  slight  him  ;  they  will  not  make  light  of 
his  power  as  they  now  do ;  they  will  see  and  feel  too  much  of 
the  infinity  of  his  power  to  slight  it.  They  are  now  wont  to 
slight  his  wrath  ;  but  then  (hey  will  slight  it  no  more ;  they  will 
find  by  sufficient  experience,  that  his  wrath  is  not  to  be  slighted : 
they  will  learn  this  to  tbeir  cost,  and  they  never  will  forget  it. 

4.  God  hath  undertaken  to  rectify  thair  judgments.  Now 
they  will  not  be  convinced  of  those  things  which  God  tells  them 
in  his  word.  Ministers  take  rouch  pains  (o  convince  them,  but 
alt  is  iu  vuin.  Therefore  God  will  undertaketo  convince  them, 
and  he  will  do  it  elfectually.  Now  they  will  not  be  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  divino  things-  Thej  have,  indeed,  convincing 
ai^uments  set  before  them  ;  they  hear  and  see  enough  to  con- 
vince them  ;  yet,  so  prone  arc  they  to  unbehef  and  atheism,  that 
divine  things  never  seem  to  them  to  be  real.  But  God  will 
hereafter  make  Uiem  eccm  real. 

Now  they  are  always  doubling  of  the  (roth  of  tlie  scrip- 
tures, qoestiouing  whether  they  he  the  wordof  God,  and  whether 
the  threatening^  of  scripture  be  true-  But  Ood  hath  underta- 
ken to  convince  them,  that  those  threatenings  are  true,  and  be 
will  make  them  to  know  that  they  are  (rue,  so  tliat  they  will  ne- 
ver doubt  any  more  for  ever-     They  will  be  convinced  by  dear 
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experience-  Now  they  are  always  qneslioning  whether  there 
be  any  such  place  as  hell.  They  bear  much  about  it,  but  it  al- 
ways seems  to  then)  like  a  dream.  But  God  will  make  it  aeem 
otherwise  than  a  dream.  Now  they  are  oAen  told  of  the  vanity 
of  the  world ;  but  we  may  as  well  preach  to  the  beasts,  to  per^ 
soade  them  of  the  vanity  of  earthly  things.  But  God  will  un- 
dertake to  convince  them  of  this ;  he  will  hereaftei'  give  them 
a  thorough  conviction  of  it,  so  that  they  shall  hare  a  stroi^ 
sense  of  the  vauity  of  all  these  ihings- 

Now  ministers  often  tell  sinners,  of  the  great  importance 
of  an  interest  in  Christ,  and  that  that  is  the  one  ihiii^  needful. 
They  are  also  told  the  folly  of  delaying  the  care  of  their  houIs, 
and  how  much  it  concerns  tbem  to  improve  their  opportunity. 
But  the  instructions  of  ministers  do  not  convince  tbem,  therefore 
God  will  undertake  to  convince  thenA 

Impenitent  sinners,  while  in  this  world,  hear  how  dreadful 
bell  is.  But  they  will  not  believe  that  it  is  so  dreadful  as  mi- 
nisters represent.  They  caDOot  think  that  they  shall  to  all  eter- 
nity suffer  such  exquisite  and  horrible  tonnents.  But  they  shall 
be  taught  and  convinced  to  purpose,  that  the  repreaentationB 
ministers  give  of  those  torments,  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 
are  indeed  as  dreadful  as  they  declare. — Since  God  hath 
andertaken  to  deal  with  sinners,  and  to  rectify  their  judgments 
in  these  matten,  he  will  do  it  thoroughly;  for  his  work  is 
perfect :  when  he  undertakes  to  do  things,  he  doth  not  do  them 
by  halves ;  therefore  before  he  shall  have  done  with  sinners,  he 
will  convince  them  effectually,  so  that  they  shall  never  be  in 
danger  of  relapsing  into  their  former  errors.  He  will  convince 
tbem  of  their  folly  and  stupidity  in  entertaining  such  notions  as 
they  now  entertain. 

Thus  God  hath  undertaken  to  deal  with  obstinate  anbe- 
lievers.  They  carry  things  on  in  ^reat  confusion ;  but  we  need 
not  be  dismayed  at  it :  let  us  wait,  and  we  shall  see  that  God 
will  rectify  things.  Sinners  will  not  always  continue  to  rebel 
and  despise  with  impunity.  The  honour  of  God  will  in  due 
time  be  vindicated  ;  and  they  ^hall  be  subdued  and  convicted, 
and  shall  give  an  account.  There  is  no  sin,  not  so  much  aa 
an  idle  word  that  they  shall  speak,  but  they  must  give  an  ac- 
count of  it;  Matt.  xii.  36.  And  their  sins  must  be  fully 
balanced,  and  recompensed,  and  satisfactioD  obtained.  Be- 
cause judgment  against  their  evil  works,  is  not  speedily  executed, 
their  hearts  are  fully  set  in  tiiem  to  do  evil.  Yet  God  is  a 
righteous  judge  ;  he  will  see  that  judgment  is  executed  in  dur 
time.— I  come  now, 

II.  To  show,  tiiat  therefore  impenitent  sinners  shall  not 
tnoid  thett  due  punishment.  God  hath  undertaken  to  inflict 
it ;  he  hath  et^jaged  to  do  it ;  he  takes  it  as  what  properly  be-  ' 
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longs  to  him,  and  we  may  expect  it  of  bim.  W  he  hath  swom 
by  his  life,  that  he  will  do  it ;  and  if  he  hath  power  sufficient ; 
if  he  is  the  living  God,  doubtless  we  shall  see  it  done.  And 
that  God  hath  declared  that  he  will  punish  impenitent  sinners. 
is  manifest  from  many  scriptures;  as  Deut.  xsxii.  41.  "  I  will 
render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  will  reward  them  that 
hate  me."  Deut,  vii.  10.  "  He  will  not  be  slack  to  him  that 
bateth  him  ;  he  will  repay  him  to  his  face."  Exod.  xxsiv.  7. 
*'  That  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty."  Nahum  i.  3. 
"  The  Lord  is  slow  to  anger,  and  great  in  power,  and  will  act 
stall  acquit  the  wicked." 

God  saith  in  the  test,  "  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it,  and 
trill  do  it ;"  which  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  actual  fulfil- 
ment of  the  threatening  in  its  utmost  estcnl.  Some  have 
flattered  themselves,  that  although  God  hath  threatened  very 
dreadfiil  things  to  wicked  men  for  their  sins,  yet  in  his  heart 
he  never  intends  to  fulfil  his  threalenings,  but  only  to  terrify 
them,  and  make  them  afraid,  while  they  live.  But  would 
the  infinitely  holy  God.  who  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  lie, 
and  who  speaketh  no  vain  words,  ntter  himself  in  this  manner : 
/  the  Lord  have  spoken  it  and  zatll  do  it  ;  I  have  not  only 
tkmalentd,  but  I  will  also  fulfil  my  tkrmltnings  ;  when  at  the 
same  time  these  words  did  not  agree  with  his  heart,  but  he 
secretly  knew  that  though  he  had  spoken,  yet  he  intended  not 
to  do  it?  Who  19  he  that  dures  to  entertain  such  horrid  blas- 
phemy in  his  heart  ? 

No;  let  no  impenitent  sinner  flatter  himself  so  vainly 
and  foolishly.  If  he  were  indeed  only  a  man,  a  being  of  like 
impotency  and  mutability  with  themselves,  who  had  under- 
taken to  deal  with  Ihem  ;  they  might  perhaps  with  some  reason 
Halter  themselves,  that  they  should  find  some  means  to  avoid 
the  threatened    punishment.     But  since    an  omniscient,  omni- 

Eotent,  immutable  God  hath  undertaken,  vain  arc  all  sucb 
opes. 

There  is  no  hope  that  possibly  Ihey  may  steal  away  to 
beaven,  though  they  die  unconverted.  There  i^  no  hope  that 
they  can  deceive  God  by  any  false  show  of  repentance  and 
faith,  and  so  be  taken  to  heaven  through  mistake:  for  the  eyes 
of  God  are  as  a  flame  of  fire ;  they  perfectly  see  through  every 
man ;  the  inmost  closet  of  the  heart  is  all  open  to  bim. 

There  is  no  hope  of  escaping  Hie  Ihrcalened  punishment 
by  sinking  into  nothing  at  death,  hkc  brute  creatures.  Indeed, 
mxny  wicked  men  upon  their  death-beds  wish  for  this.  If  it 
were  so,  death  would  be  nothing  to  them  in  comparison  with 
what  it  now  is.     But  all  such  wishes  are  vai 


There  is  no  hope  of  their  escaping  wittioiit  notice,  when 
y  leave  the  body.     There  is  do  hope  that  God,*by  reason 
of  the  multiplicity  of  alfairs  which  he  hnlh  to  mind,  will  happen 
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to  overiook  them  and  not  take  notice  of  tfkem,  wtnn  Ih^  come 
to  die ;  that  their  souls  will  slip  anay  privately,  and  hide 
themselves  in  some  secret  corner,  and  so  escape  divine  Ten- 
geance. 

There  is  oo  hope  tiiat  Ihejaball  be  misled  in  a  crowd  at 
the  day  of  ju^ment,  and  that  they  can  have  opportunity  to 
hide  tbemselves  in  some  cave  or  den  of  the  mountains,  or  in 
any  secret  bole  of  the  earth ;  and  thnt  while  so  doing,  they  will 
not  be  minded,  by  reason  of  the  many  things  which  will  be  the 
objects  of  attention  on  that  day. — neither  is  there  any  hope 
that  they  will  be  able  to  crowd  Ibemselves  in  among  the  mul- 
titude of  the  aainU  at  the  right  hand  of  the  J  udgo,  and  so  m  to 
heaven  undiscovered.  Nor  is  there  any  hope  that  God  will 
alter  bia  mind,  or  that  he  will  repent  of  what  he-ha^  said  ;  for 
be  is  not  the  son  of  man,  that  he  should  repent.  Hath  he  said, 
and  shall  be  not  do  it  ?  Hath  he  spoken,  and  shall  he  not  make 
it  good  ?  When  did  God  ever  undertake  to  do  any  thing  and 
fail : — I  come  now, 

III,  To  show,  that  as  impenitent  sinners  cannot  shun  the 
threatened  punishment ;  so  neither  can  they  do  any  thing  to 
deliver  themselves  from  it,  or  to  relieve  themgelves  under  it. 
This  is  implied  in  those  words  of  the  text.  Can  thine  hands  be 
strong  ?  It  is  with  our  hands  that  we  make  and  accomplish 
things  for  ourselves.  But  Uie  wicked  in  hell  will  have  no 
strength  of  hand  to  accomplish  any  thing  at  all  for  themselves, 
or  to  bring  to  pass  any  deliverance,  or  any  degree  of  relief. 

1 .  Tbey  will  not  be  able  in  that  connict  to  overoqn\e  their 
enemy,  and  so  to  deliver  themselves.  God,  who  will  then 
undertake  to  deal  with  them,  and  will  gird  himNcIf  with  might 
to  execute  wrath,  will  be  their  enemy,  and  will  act  the  part  of 
ao  enemy  with  a  witness  ;  and  they  will  have  no  strength  to  op- 
pose him.  Those  who  live  negligent  of  their  souls  under  the 
li^t  of  the  gospel,  act  as  if  they  supposed,  that  they  should  be 
able  hereafter  to  make  their  part  good  with  God.  1  Cor.  x.  23. 
"  Do  we  provoke  the  Lord  to  jealousy  ?  are  we  stronger  than 
he  V — But  they  will  have  no  power,  no  might  to  resist  that 
omnipotence,  which  will  be  engaged  against  tbem. 

3.  They  will  have  no  strength  in  (heir  hands  to  do  any 
thing  to  appease  God,  or  in  the  least  to  abate  the  fierceness  of 
his  wrath.  They  will  not  be  able  to  offer  any  satisfaction: 
they  will  not  be  able  to  procure  God's  pity.  Though  they  cry, 
God  will  not  hear  them.  They  will  find  no  price  to  ofler  to  God, 
in  order  to  purchase  favour,  or  to  pay  any  part  of  their  debt. 

3.  They  will  not  be  able  to  find  any  to  befriend  them,  and 
intercede  vritfa  God  for  them.  They  bad  the  ofier  of  a  mediator 
often  made  ttteto  in  this  world  ;  hut  tbey  will  have  no  such  offers 
in  hell.    None  will  befriend  them;  in  hell,  all  there  wiU  be 
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their  enemies.  They  will  have  no  friend  in  heaven :  none  of 
the  saints  or  angels  will  befriend  them :  or  if  they  should,  it 
would  be  to  no  purpose.  There  will  be  no  creature  that  will 
have  any  power  to  deliver  them,  nor  will  any  ever  pity  them. 

4.  Nor  will  they  ever  be  able  to  make  their  escape.  They 
will  find  no  means  to  break  prison  and  flee.  In  hell  they  will 
be  reserved  in  chains  of  darkness  for  ever  and  ever.  Malefac- 
tors have  often  found  means  to  escape  the  hand  of  civil  justice. 
But  none  ever  escaped  out  of  the  prison  of  hell,  which  is  God's 
prison.  It  is  a  strong  prison  :  it  is  beyond  any  finite  power, 
or  the  united  strength  of  all  wicked  men  and  devils,  to  unlock, 
or  break  open  the  door  of  that  prison.  Christ  hath  the  key  of 
hell ;  ^^  he  shuts  and  no  man  opens.^' 

5.  Nor  will  they  ever  be  able  to  find  any  thing  to  relieve 
them  in  hell.  They  will  never  find  any  resting  place  there ; 
any  secret  corner,  which  will  be  cooler  than  the  rest,  where 
they  may  have  a  little  respite,  a  small  abatement  of  the  ex- 
tremity of  their  torment.  They  never  will  be  able  to  find  any 
cooling  stream  or  fountain,  in  any  part  of  that  world  of  torment; 
no,  nor  so  much  as  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  their  tongues. 
They  will  find  no  company  to  give  them  any  comfort,  or  to  d^ 
them  the  least  goed.  Thev  will  find  no  place,  where  they  can 
remain,  and  rest,  and  take  breath  for  one  minute  :  for  they  will 
be  tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone ;  and  will  have  no  rest 
day  nor  night  for  ever  and  ever. 

Thus  impenitent  sinners  will  be  able  neither  to  shun  the 
punishment  threatened,  nor  to  deliver  themselves  from  it,  nor 
to  find  any  retief  under  it. 


SERMON  &• 


.UIK  AXn  EtTUXIUBLK- 


Com  Ikme  kimH  tniurt,,  sr  amthmt  kmmtl*  i«  *(rw^.  m  tkt  ilut* 
thft  t  ahmU  dttti  Kith  (JW«  ."  I  tk4  Lh4  tm*  *f*k*H  it.  «Mt 
rriU  do  it. 

Hatiro  abomi  that  impcDit«nt  «inncn  wilt  licrmlter  hn 
able,  neither  to  avoid  the  punishmoni  IhrmtMicj,  imr  to 
deliver  themselves  from  it,  nor  to  find  any  relief  under  it ;  1 
come  now, 

IV.  To  show,  that  neither  will  thoy  he  ahio  to  hmr  ti. — 
Neither  will  their  hands  be  strong  to  deliver  tlicm  from  it,  imr 
will  their  hearts  be  able  to  endure  it.  It  ■•  common  wjtii  men, 
when  tbey  meet  with  calamities  in  this  world,  in  the  tint  jilKcn 
to  eodeavonr  to  shun  them.  But  if  (hey  find,  that  thny  can- 
not shun  them ;  then  after  thoy  are  come,  thoy  rndeavoiir  to 
deliver  themselves  from  them  as  soon  an  (luiy  cnn  ;  or  nt  lonM, 
to  deliver  themielvei  in  some  degree.  Hut  if  tliay  llnil  tlml 
they  can  by  no  means  deliver  themiclves,  and  mii!  tlmt  they 
must  bear  them  ;  then  they  fortify  their  spirits,  and  (aku  up  n 
resolution,  that  they  will  support  thcrosolvci  iindur  tjiom  un 
well  as  they  can. 

But  it  will  be  utterly  in  vain  forimpeiiilenl  liiinen  (o  think 
to  do  thus  with  respect  to  the  torments  of  htili.  Tliny  will  not. 
be  able  to  endure  them,  or  at  all  to  support  thcmsclvos  tinder 
them :  the  torment  will  be  immeniely  beyond  their  stn!ii)(lii.— 
What  will  it  simify  for  a  worm,  wnich  is  about  to  be  prcNm-d 
under  the  wd^t  of  some  great  rock,  to  bo  let  fall  with  its 
whole  wtiAt  apoo  it,  to  collect  its  strcngtli,  to  set  itself  lo  Item 
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up  the  weight  of  the  rock,  and  to  preserve  itself  from  being 
crushed  by  it  ? — Much  more  vain  will  it  be  for  a  poor  damned 
soul,  to  endeavour  to  support  itself  under  the  weight  ol  the 
wrath  of  Almighty  God.  What  is  the  strength  of  man,  who  is 
but  a  worm,  to  support  himself  against  the  power  of  Jehovab, 
and  against  the  fierceness  of  his  wrath  ?  What  is  man's  strength, 
when  set  to  bear  up  against  the  exertions  of  infinite  power  ? 
Matt.  xxi.  44.  ^' Whosoever,  ^hall  fall  on  this  stone  shall  be 
broken ;  but  on  whomsoever  it  shall  fall,  it  will  grind  him  lo 
powder."  ^ 

When  sinners  hear  of  hell-torments,  they  sometimes  think 
with  themselves  ;  Well,  if  it  shall  come  to  that,  that  I  must  go 
to  hell,  I  will  bear  it  as  well  as  I  can  :  as  if  by  clothing  them- 
selves with  resolution  and  firmness  of  mind,  they  would  be . 
able  to  support  themselves  in  some  measure  :  when  alas !  they 
will  have  no  resolution,  no  courage  at  all.  However  they  shall 
have  prepared  themselves,  and  collected  their  strength  ;  yet  as 
soon  as  they  shall  b^n  to  feel  that  wrath,  their  hearts  will 
melt  and  be  as  water.  However  they  may  seem  to  harden 
their  hearts,  in  order  to  prepare  themselves  to  bear,  yet  the 
first  moment  they  feel  it,  their  hearts  will  become  like  wax 
before  the  furnace. — Their  courage  and  resolution  will  be  all- 
gone  in  an  instant ;  it  will  vanish  away  like  a  shadow  iu  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye.  The  stoutest  and  most  sturdy  will  have 
no  more  courage  than  the  feeblest  infant :  let  a  man  be  an  in- 
fant, or  a  giant,  it  will  be  all  one.  They  will  not  be  able  to 
keep  alive  any  courage,  any  strength,  any  comfort,  any  hope  at 
all. — I  come  now  as  was  proposed, 

V.  To  answer  an  inquiry  which  may  naturally  be  raised 
concerning  these  things. 

Inq.  Some  may  be  ready  to  say.  If  this  be  the  case,  if 
impenitent  sinners  can  neither  shun  future  punishment,  nor 
deliver  themselves  from  it,  nor  bear  it ;  then  what  will  become 
of  them  ? 

Ans.  They  will  wholly  sink  down  into  eternal  death. — 
There  will  be  that  sinking  of  heart,  of  which  we  now  cannot 
conceive.  Wc  see  how  it  is  with  the  body  when  in  extreme 
p^in.  The  nature  of  the  body  will  support  itself  for  a  consi- 
derable time  under  very  great  pain,  so  as  to  keep  from  wholly 
sinking.  There  will  be  great  struggles,  lamentable  groans  and 
pantings,  and  it  may  be  convulsions.  These  are  the  strugglingg 
of  nature  to  support  itself  under  the  extremity  of  the  pain.-*- 
There  is,  as  it  were,  a  great  lotbness  in  nature  to  yield  to  it; 
it  cannot  bear  wholly  to  sink. 

But  yet  sometimes  pain  of  body  is  so  very  exquisite,  that 
the  nature  of  the  body  cannot  support  itself  under  it ;  however 
loth  it  may  be  to  sink,  yet  it  cannot  bear  the  pain  *,  there  are 
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ft  i>w  stngdcs.  u>d  thrMS.  iind  pftntin^  And  ii  iMt  he  ii 
sbriek  or  two,  um)  ihcn  Datuiv  prlilj  u^  the  \-mi)ctk-^  nf  rtir 
torments.  siofcE  dcinu  and  tbo  hodv^W.  Thit  i$  the  doxth  or 
Ibe  bodj.  So  it  will  t>c  inth  the  soul  in  hfll :  il  will  hnw  no 
etreoglh  or  power  to  dchver  itscll':  and  iis  torment  and  hotTM 
win  be  so  grrat,  to  micfatj.  fo  vasUv  di?i^mporiionod  to  it« 
ftrei^th.  that  hariiK  no  stmif^  in  tho  \eiiti  to  Fiip]yirt  itsfM". 
although  it  be  intinitck  conlran  to  the  nattirc  and  inclination 
of  the  soul  uiterij  to  sink :  yet  it  will  utterly  and  totally  sink, 
^thout  the  least  degree  of  remainini;  comforl,  or  strength,  oi 
counge.  or  hope.  And  though  it  will  nerer  he  annihilated. 
its  being  and  perception  will  never  ho  aWilished  ;  j  el  txich  will 
be  the  infinite  depth  of  gloominess  into  which  it  will  «ink,  thai 
it  nill  be  m  a  state  of  death,  eternal  dc:ith. 

The  nature  of  man  desires  h^ppincsi^ ;  it  is  (he  nature  oj' 
the  soul  (o  crave  and  thirst  after  wcll-beinj: :  and  if  il  he  nmler 
misery,  it  eagerly  pants  after  relief;  and  (he  greater  (he  niisery 
is,  the  more  eagerly  doth  it  stnigglc  for  l>c)p.  Hu(  if  all  relief 
be  withholden,  all  strength  overborne,  all  siipjiort  utterly  gitne ; 
then  it  sinks  into  the  darkness  of  death. 

We  can  conceive  but  litllc  of  the  mnller;  hut  to  help 
your  conception,  imagine  yourself  to  be  cast  into  n  liery  oven, 
or  a  great  furnace,  nherc  your  pain  would  be  nt  much  greater 
than  that  occasioned  by  accidentally  (oucliiug  n  coul  of  lire,  at 
tlie  heat  is  greater.  Imagine  alio  that  your  body  were  Ifl  lin 
therefor  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  full  of  fire,  and  all  the  while  full 
of  quick  sense ;  what  horror  would  you  feel  at  the  entrance  of 
such  a  furnace!  and  how  long  would  that  quarter  of  an  hour 
seem  to  you  .'  And  after  you  had  endured  it  for  one  minute,  liow 
overbearing  would  it  be  to  you  to  think  that  you  had  to  endure 
it  the  other  fourteen! 

But  what  would  be  the  olTcct  on  your  soul,  if  you  knew 
you  must  lie  there  enduring  that  torment  to  Iho  full  for  twenty- 
four  hours!  And  how  much  greater  would  be  the  efleet,  if 
you  knew  you  must  endure  it  fur  a  wholo  year ;  and  how  vnntly 
greater  still,  if  you  knew  you  must  endure  it  for  a  tliouinnd 
years ! — O  then,  now  would  your  hearts  sink,  if  yoti  knew,  thnf 
you  must  bear  it  for  ever  and  ever!  that  theni  would  be  no 
end  i  that  after  millions  of  miJIionfl  ofngci,  your  torment  would 
be  no  nearer  to  an  end,  and  that  you  never,  miver  Miould  he 
delivered ! 

But  your  torment  in  hell  will  be  immuntely  greater  thnu 
this  illmtration  repreacnts.  How  then  will  the  heart  of  n  pooi- 
creature  sink  under  it!  How  utterly  inexprciiHible  and  incon- 
ceivable muit  the  ainking  of  the  soul  be  in  such  a  case ! 

This  is  the  death  threatened  in  the  law.  This  is  dyin^  in 
the  higheat  leDae  of  the  word.  This  is  lo  die  sensiblv  ;  '"  die 
and  know  it:  to  be  nensihle  of  the  gloom  of  deall),     Tbi^  i*  t'> 
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be  undone  ;  thia  is  worthy  of  the  n&me  of  destruction.  This 
sinking  of  the  soul  under  an  infinite  weight,  which  it  cannot 
bear,  is  the  gloom  of  hell.  We  read  in  scripture  of  the  black- 
ness of  darkness ;  this  is  it,  this  is  the  very  thing.  We  read  in 
scripture  of  sinners  being  lost,  and  of  their  losing  their  ^ouls; 
this  is  the  thing  intended;  this  is  to  lose  the  soul:  they  that 
are  the  subjects  of  this  are  ntlerly  lost. 

APPLICATION. 

This  subject  may  be  applied  in  an  use  of  awakening  to 
impenitent  sinners. — What  bath  been  said  under  this  doctrine  ■ 
is  for  thee,  O  impenitent  sinner,  O  poor  wretch,  who  art  in  the 
same  miserable  state  in  which  thou  earnest  into  the  world,  ex- 
cepting that  thou  art  loaded  with  vastly  greater  guilt  by  tbioe 
actual  tins.  These  dreadful  things  which  thou  hast  heard  sre. 
for  thee,  who  art  yet  unconverted,  and  still  remainest  an  alien 
and  stranger,  without  Christ  and  without  God  in  the  worlds 
They  are  for  thee,  who  to  this  day  remainest  an  enemy  to  God, 
and  a  child  of  the  devil,  eVen  in  this  remarkable  season,  whea 
others  both  here  and  elsewhere,  far  and  near,  are  flocking  to 
Christ ;  for  thee  who  hearest  the  fame  of  these  things,  out 
knowest  nothing  of  the  power  of  godliness  in  thine  own  heart. 
Whoever  thou  art,  whether  young  or  old,  little  or  great,  if 
thou  art  in  a  Christless  unconverted  state,  this  is  the  wrath,  this 
is  the  death  to  which  thou  art  condemned.  This  is  the  wralh 
that  abideth  on  thee;  this  is  the  hell  over  which  thou  hangeit, 
and  into  which  thou  art  ready  to  drop  evcrj  day  and  every 
night. 

If  thou  shalt  remain  blind,  and  hard,  and  dead  in  sin  a  litUc 
longer,  this  destruction  will  come  upon  thee  :  God  hath  spokeo, 
and  he  will  do  it.  It  is  in  vaiu  for  thee  to  flatter  thyself  with 
hopes  that  Ibou  shalt  avoid  it,  or  to  say  in  thine  heart,  perhaps 
it  will  not  he ;  perhaps  things  have  been  represented  wone 
than  they  are.  If  thou  wilt  not  be  convinced  by  the  word 
preached  to  thee  by  men  in  the  name  of  God,  God  himself  will 
undertake  to  convince  thee.     Ezek.  xiv,  4,  7,  8. 

Doth  it  seem  to  thee  not  real  that  thou  slialt  sutfer  such  a 
dreadful  destruction,  because  it  seems  to  thee  that  thou  dost 
not  deserve  it?  and  because  thou  dost  not  see  any  tiling  so 
horrid  in  thyself,  as  to  answer  such  a  dreadful  punishment  T — 
Why  is  it  that  thv  wickedness  doth  not  seem  bad  enough  to 
dnserve  this  punishment  ?  The  reason  is,  that  thou  lovest  thy 
wickedness ;  thy  wickedness  seems  good  to  thee ;  it  appears 
lovely  to  thee ;  thou  dost  not  see  any  such  hatcfulness  in  it  u 
to  answer  such  misery. 

But  know,  thou  stupid,  blind,  hardened  wretch,  that  God 
doth  not  see.  as  thou  SMst  with  thy  polluted  eyes :  thy  rim  in 
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his  sight  are  infinitely  abominable.  Thou  knowest  that  ihoii 
hast  a  thousand  aud  a  thousand  times  luado  li^t  ot'  the  oftaie«t\ 
•f  God.  And  whj  should  uot  that  majesty,  which  thoM  hasi  thus 
despised,  be  manifested  in  the  ;cn»tnes$  of  thy  DonishaMttt  *-» 
Thou  hast  often  heard  what  a  great  and  drvadlul  God  Jetiovah 
is :  bat  thou  hast  made  so  tig:ht  of  it,  that  thou  ha>l  not  been 

.afraid  of  him,  thou  hast  not  been  afraid  to  sin  against  him^norlo 
go  on  day  after  day«  by  thy  sins,  to  provoke  him  to  wrath,  nor 
to  cast  his  commands  under  foot,  and  trample  on  them*  Now, 
why  may  not  God,  in  the  greatness  of  thy  desiniction,  justly 
▼indicate  and  manifest  the  greatness  of  that  majesty  which  thou 
hast  despised  ? 

Thou  hast  despised  the  mighty  power  of  God ;  thou  hast 
not  been  afraid  of  it*  Now,  why  is  it  not  fit  that  God  should 
show  the  greatness  of  his  power  in  thy  ruin.  What  king  is  there 
who  will  not  show  his  auttiority  in  the  punishment  of  those  sub» 
jects  that  despise  it !  and  who  will  not  vindicate  his  royal  ma- 

^jestyin  executing  vengeance  on  those  that  rise  in  rebellion  ;* 
And  act  thou  such  a  fool  as  to  think  that  the  great  King  of  hea- 
ven and  earth,  before  whom  all  other  kings  are  so  many  grass- 
hoppers,  will  not  vindicate  his  kingly  majesty  on  such  contempt- 
nous  rebels  as  thon  art !     Thou  art  very  much  mistaken  if  thou 

'  tiiinkest  so*  ff  thou  be  regardless  of  God^s  majesty,  be  it  known 
to  thee,  God  is  not  r^ardless  of  his  own  majesty  ;  he  taketh 
care  of  its  honour,  and  he  will  vindicate  it« 

Think  it  not  strange,  that  God  should  deal  so  severely  with 
thee,  or  that  the  wrath  which  thou  shait  suffer  should  be  to 
great*  For*  as  great  as  it  is,  it  is  no  greater  than  that  love  of 
God  which  thou  hast  despised.  The  love  of  God,  and  his 
grace,  condescension,  and  pity  to  sinners,  in  sending  his  Son 
into  the  world  to  die  for  them,  is  every  whit  as  tfreat  and  won- 
derful as  this  inexpressible  wrath.  This  mercy  hath  been  held 
forth  to  thee,  and  described  in  its  wonderful  greatness  hundreds 
of  times,  and  as  often  hath  it  been  offered  to  thco ;  but  thou 
wouldst  not  accept  Christ ;  thou  wouldst  not  have  this  sreat 
love  of  God ;  thou  despisedst  God's  dying  love ;  thou  trampledst 
the  benefits  of  it  under  foot.  Now  why  shouldst  not  thou  have 
wrath,  as  great  as  that  love  and  mercy  which  thou  despisest  and 
rejectest  7  Doth  it  seem  incredible  to  thee  that  God  should  so 
harden  his  heart  against  a  poor  sinner,  as  to  destroy  him,  and  to 
bear  him  down  with  infinite  power  and  merciless  wrath  ?  and  is 
this  a  greater  thin^  than  it  is  for  thee  to  harden  thy  heart,  as 
ihou  htwt  done,  against  infinite  mercy,  and  against  the  dying  love 
ofGodf 

Dotti  it  seem  to  thee  incredible,  that  God  should  be  so 
utterhr  regardless  of  the  sinner's  welfare,  at  to  sink  him  info 
an  innnite  abvsa  of  misery  ?  Is  this  shocking  to  thee  7  And  is 
it  not  at  all  shocking  to  thee,  that  thou  shouldst  be  so  utterly 
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regardless  as  thou  bast  been  of  tbe  bonour  and  glory  of  the  in-- 
finite  God  ?  *    . 

It  arises  from  thy  stupidity,  and  because  thou  hast  a. heart  > 
of  stone,  that  Ibou  art  so  senseless  of  thine  own  wickedness,  a9 
to  think  that  thou  hast  not  deserved  such  a  punishment,  and^ 
that  it  is  to  thee  incredible  that  it  will  be  inflicted  upon  thee. 
But  if,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  thou  be  not  convinced,  wait 
but  a  little  while,  and  thou  wilt  be  convinced :  God  will  under- 
take to  do  the  work  which  ministers  cannot  do.  Though  judg- 
ment against  thy  evil  works  be  not  yet  executed,  and  God  now 
let  thee  alone,  yet  he  will  soon  come  upon  thee  with  his  great 
power,  and  then  thou  shalt  know  what  God  is,  and  what  thou  art. 

Flatter  not  thyself,  that  if  these  things  shall  prove  true, 
and  the  worst  shall  come,  thou  wilt  set  thyself  to  bear  it  as  well    . 
as  thou  canst.      What  will  it  signify,  to  set  thyself  to  bear 
and  to  collect  thy  strength  to  support  thyself,  when  thou  shalt 
fall  into  the  hands  of  that  omnipotent  King,  Jehovah  ?     He  that 
made  thee,  can  make  his  sword  approach  unto  thee.     His  sword   . 
is  not  the  sword  of  man,  nor  is  his  wrath  the  wrath  of  man. 
If  it  were,   possibly  stoutness  might  be  maintained  under  it. 
But  it  is  the  fierceness  of  the  wrath  of  the  great  God,  who  is 
able  to  baffle  and  dissipate  all  thy  strength  in  a  moment.     He 
can  fill  thy  poor  soul  with  an  ocean  of  wrath,  a  deluge  of  fire 
and  brimstone;    or  he  can  make  it  ten  thousand  times  fuller  of' 
torment  than  ever  an  oven  was  full  of  fire ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  can  fill  it  with  despair  of  ever  seeing  any  end  to  its  tor- 
ment, or  any  rest  from  its  misery  :  and  then  where  will  be  thy 
strength  ?  what  will  become  of  thy  courage  ?  what  will  signify 
thine  attempts  to  bear  ? 

What  art  thou  in  the  hands  of  the  great  God,  who  made 
heaven  and  earth  by  speaking  a  word  ?  What  art  thou,  when 
dealt  with  by  that  strength,  which  manages  all  this  vast  universe, 
holds  the  globe  of  the  earth,  directs  all  the  motions  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies  from  age  to  age,  and,  when  the  fixed  time  shall 
come,  will  shake  all  to  pieces  ?  There  are  other  wicked  beings 
a  thousand  times  stronger  than  thou:   there  arc  strong  and 

i>roud  spirits  of  gigantic  stoutness  and  hardiness.  But  how 
ittle  arc  they  in  the  hands  of  the  great  God !  they  are  less 
than  weak  infants ;  they  are  nothing,  and  less  than  nothing  in 
the  hands  of  an  angry  God,  as  will  appear  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment Their  hearts  will  be  broken  ;  they  will  sink  ;  they  will 
have  no  strength  nor  courage  left ;  they  will  be  as  weak  as 
water ;  their  souls  will  sink  down  into  an  infinite  gloom,  an 
abyss  of  death  and  despair.  Then  what  will  become  of  thee, 
a  poor  worm,  when  thou  shalt  fall  into  the  hands  of  that  God, 
when  he  shall  come  to  show  his  wrath,  and  make  his  power 
known  on  thee  ? 
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It  die  itrei^h  of  al)  the  wicked  men  pa.  eartb,  and  of  al! 
tbe  devils  io  bell,  were  united  in  ooe,  and  tbou  wert  powcwcd 
of  it  all;  and  if  tbe  courage,  greatness,  and  stoatnew  of  all  tbor 
hearts  were  onited  in  thy  aii^te  heart,  tbou  would>t  be 
in  (he  hands  of  JehoTab.  If  it  were  all  collected,  and  1 
sbouldst  set  thjrself  to  bear  as  well  as  thou  couldst,  all  would 
sink  under  his  great  wrath  in  an  instant,  and  would  be  ulterior 
abolisbed :  thine  bands  wonld  drop  down  at  once,  and  thine 
heart  would  melt  at  wax.  Tbe  great  mountaios.  the  dnn  rocks, 
■:annot  stand  before  the  power  of  God.  He  can  tear  tbe  earth 
in  pieces  in  a  moment ;  jea,  he  can  shatter  tbe  whole  oni*<^rseT 
and  dash  it.  to  pieces  at  one  blow.  How  then  will  thine  bands 
be  sirong,  or  thine  heart  endure '. 

Thou  canst  not  stand  before  a  lion  of  the  forest ;  an  angry 
wild  beast,  if  stirred  up,  will  easily  tear  such  an  one  as  thou  an 
in  pieces.  Yea  not  only  so,  but  thou  art  crashed  before  the 
moth.  A  little  thing,  a  little  worm  or  spider,  or  some  such 
insect,  is  aUe  to  kill  tbee.  What  then  canst  tbou  do  in  tbe 
hands  of  God !  it  is  vain  to  set  tbe  brian  and  thonu  in  battle- 
array  against  glowing  flames ;  (he  points  o(  tbonk>,  though  sharp, 
do  nothing  to  withstand  the  fire. 

Some  of  you  hare  seen  buildings  on  fire :  ima^ne  thereibre 
with  yourselves,  what  a  poor  band  jou  would  make  at  oriiting 
with  the  flames,  if  yon  were  in  the  mid»t  of  $o  great  and  fierce 
a  fire.  You  have  often  seen  a  spider,  or  M>me  other  noisome 
insect,  when  thrown  into  tbe  midst  of  a  fierce  fire,  and  have 
observed  bow  immediately  it  fields  to  the  force  of  the  Barnes. 
There  is  no  loi^  straggle,  oo  fighting  against  tbe  fire,  no 
strength  eierted  to  oppose  the  heat,  or  to  fly  from  it ;  but  it 
immediately  stretcbes  forth  itself  and  yieUi ;  and  the  fire  takef 
possession  of  it,  and  at  once  it  becomes  full  of  fire.  Here  U 
a  little  image  of  what  yon  will  be  in  hell,  except  you  repent 
and  fly  to  CbrisL  To  encourage  jourselves.  that  you  will  vet 
yourselves  to  bear  bell-torments  as  well  a^  jou  can.  if  ju« 
as  if  a  worm,  that  is  about  to  be  thrown  into  a  gtowing  furnace, 
sbould  swell  and  fortify  itself,  and  prepare  itself  to  fi^t  the 
flames. 

What  can  yon  do  with  lightnings  ?  What  doth  it  s^ify 
to  fight  with  them .'  >Vbat  an  absurd  fi^jre  would  a  poor  weak 
Bian  make,  who  in  a  thunder  storm  should  expect  «  flash  of 
l^tning  OD  his  bead  or  his  breast,  and  should  go  forth  «word  in 
hand  to  oppose  it :  when  a  flash  would  in  an  iostant  drink  up 
all  bis  spirits  and  bis  life,  and  melt  bit  sword  ! 

Consider  these  things,  all  you  eoemiec  of  God.  aiiil  re- 
jectera  of  Christ,  whether  you  be  old  men  and  womeu.  Chnei- 
leas  bead*  of  iamilies.  or  young  people  and  wicked  cinldrru. 
Be  assured,  that  if  jou  do  not  hearken  and  repeat.  Gwl  tnit-ridt 
to  shoir  bis  wntb.  and  make  bis  poorer  known  upon  ^'-"i-     H<- 
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tnteods  to  magnify  liimself  eiceedingly  in  sinking  you  down  iu 
bell.  He  intends  to  show  his  great  majesty  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, before  a  vast  assembly,  in  your  misery  j  before  a  greater 
assembly  many  thou  sand -(old  than  ever  yet  appeared  upon 
earth  ;  before  a  vast  assembly  of  saints,  and  a  vast  assembly  oi 
wicked  men,  a  vast  assembly  of  hoty  angels,  and  before  all  tbe 
crew  of  devils.  God  will  before  all  Ihetic  get  himself  honour 
in  your  destruction  ;  you  shall  be  tormented  in  the  presence  of 
them  all.  Then  all  will  see  that  God  is  a  great  God  indeed  ; 
then  all  will  see  how  dreadful  a  thing  it  is  to  sin  against  sncb 
a  God,  and  to  reject  such  a  Saviour,  such  love  and  grace,  as 
you  have  rejected  and  despised.  All  will  be  filled  with  awe  at 
the  great  sight,  and  all  the  saints  and  angels  will  look  upon  you, 
and  adore  that  majesty,  that  mighty  power,  and  that  holiness  and 
justice  of  God,  which  shall  appear  in  your  incQ'able  destruction 
and  misery. 

It  is  probable  that  some  who  hear  me,  are  at  this  very 
momeot  unawakened,  and  are  in  a  great  degree  careless  about 
their  souls.  I  fear  (here  are  some  among  us  who  are  most 
fearliilly  hardened  :  their  hearts  are  harderthan  the  very  rocks. 
It  is  easier  to  make  impressions  upon  an  adamant  than  upoo 
their  hearts.  I  suppose  some  of  you  have  heard  all  that  I  have 
said  with  ease  and  quietness:  il  appears  to  you  as  great 
sounding  words,  but  doth  not  reach  your  hearts.  You  have 
heard  such  things  many  timee :  You  have  been  too  much  used 
to  the  roaring  of  heaven's  cannon  to  be  frightened  at  it.  It 
will  therefore  probably  he  in  vain  for  me  to  say  any  thing 
further  to  you  ;  i  will  only  put  you  in  mind  that  ere  long  God 
will  deal  with  you.  1  cannot  deal  with  you,  you  despise 
what  I  say  ;  1  have  no  power  to  make  you  sensible  of  your 
danger  and  misery,  and  of  the  dreadfulness  of  tbe  wrath  of 
God.     The  attempts  of  men  in  this  way  have  often  proved  vain. 

However,  God  hath  undertaken  to  deal  with  such  men 
as  you  are.  it  is  his  manner  commonly  tirst  to  let  men  try 
Iheir  utmost  strength;  particularly  to  let  ministers  try.  that 
thus  he  may  show  ministers  their  own  weakness  and  impotency ; 
and  when  they  have  done  what  they  can,  and  all  fails,  then  God 
takes  (he  mattt-r  into  his  own  hands.  So  it  seems  by  your  ob> 
gtinacy,  as  ifGod  intended  to  undertake  to  deal  with  you.  Ho 
will  undertake  to  subdue  you ;  he  will  see,  if  he  cannot  cure 
yon  of  your  senselessness  and  regard  I  ess  n  ess  of  his  thrcnteninf^. 
And  you  will  be  convinced;  you  will  be  subdued  elfectually  ; 
your  strength  will  be  utterly  broken,  your  courage  and  hope 
will  "ink.     God  will  surely  break  those  who  will  not  bow. 

Hitviiiit  girded  himself  with  his  power  and  wrath,  he  hath 
heretofore  undertaken  to  deal  with  many  hard  stubborn,  sense* 
less,  obstinate  hearts ;  and  be  never  failed,  be  always  did  bis 
work  lborou|!h!y. 
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It  will  not  be  loiw  before  you  will  be  woaderfully  cbanged. 
You  who  DOW  hear  of  bell  and  the  wrath  of  the  gnat  God,  aod 
ait  here  so  easy  and  quiet,  aod  go  awaj  bo  careless ;  bj  snd  bj 
will  shake,  and  tremble,  and  cry  out,  aod  shriek,  and  gnash 
your  teeth,  and  will  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  vast  weight 
and  importance  of  these  things  which  you  now  despise. 


{SERmON  XI. 


THE  ETERNITY  OF  HELL  TORMENTS. 


Matt.  xxv.  46. 


These  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment. 

Is  this  chapter  we  have  the  most  particular  description  of 
the  day  of  judgment  of  any  in  the  whole  Bible.  Chnst  here 
declares,  that  when  he  shall  hereafter  sit  on  the  throne  of  his 
glory,  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  shall  be  set  before  him, 
and  separated  one  from  the  other,  as  a  shepherd  divideth  his 
sheep  from  the  goats.  Then  we  have  an  account  how  both 
will  oe  judged  according  to  their  works ;  how  the  good  works  of 
the  one  and  the  evil  works  of  the  other  will  be  rehearsed,  and 
how  the  sentence  shall  be  pronounced  accordingly.  We  are  told 
what  the  sentence  will  be  on  each,  and  then  we  have  an  account 
of  the  execution  of  the  sentence  on  both.  In  the  words  of  the 
text  is  the  account  of  the  execution  of  the  sentence  on  the  wicked 
or  the  ungodly :  concerning  which,  it  is  to  my  purpose  to  observe 
two  things. 

1.  The  duration  of  the  punishment  on  which  they  are  here 
said  to  enter :  it  is  called  everlasting  punishment. 

3.  The  time  of  their  entrance  on  this  everlasting  punish- 
ment:  viz.  after  the  day  of  judgment,  when  all  these  things  that 
are  of  a  temporary  continuance  shall  have  come  to  an  end,  and 
even  those  of  them  that  are  most  lasting^ — ^the  frame  of  the  world 
itself;  the  earth  which  is  said  to  abide  for  ever ;  the  ancient 
mountains  and  everlasting  hills;  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars. 
When  the  heavens  shall  have  waxed  old  like  a  garment,  and  as 
a  vesture  shall  be  changed,  then  shall  be  the  time  when  the 
wicked  shall  enter  on  their  punishment. 

*  Dated,  April  1739. 
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Doctrine* — The  misery  of  the  wicked  in  hell  will  be 
absolutely  eternal. 

There  are  two  opinions  which  I  mean  to  oppose  in  this 
doctrine.  One  is,  That  the  eternal  death  with  which  wicked 
men  are  threatened  in  scripture,  signifies  no  more  than  eternal 
annihilation ;  that  God  will  punish  their  wickedness  by  eternally 
abolishing  their  being. 

The  other  opinion  which  I  mean  to  oppose,  is,  That  though 
the  punishment  of  the  wicked  shall  consist  in  sensible  misery, 
yet  it  shall  not  be  absolutely  eternal ;  but  only  of  a  very  long 
continuance. 

Therefore,  ta  establish  the  doctrine  in  opposition  to  these 
different  opinions,  I  shall  undertake  to  show, 

I.  That  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  divine  perfections,  to 
inflict  on  wicked  men  a  punishment  that  is  absolutely 
eternal. 

II.  That  the  eternal  death  which  God  threatens,  is 
not  annihilation,  but  an  abiding,  sensible  punishment  or 
misery. 

III.  That  this  misery  will  not  only  continue  for  a  very 
long  time,  but  will  be  absolutely  without  end. 

IV.  That  various  good  ends  will  be  obtained  by  the  eternal 
punishment  of  the  wicked. 

1. 1  am  to  show  that  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  divine  per- 
fections, to  inflict  on  wicked  men  a  punishment  that  is  absolutely 
eternal. 

This  is  the  sum  of  the  objections  usually  made  against  this 
doctrine,  That  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  justice,  and  especially 
with  the  mercy  of  God.  And  some  say,  if  it  be  strictly  just 
yet  how  can  we  suppose  that  a  merciful  God  can  bear  eternally 
to  torment  his  creatures. 

1.  I  shall  briefly  show,  That  it  is  not  inconsistent  with 
the  justice  of  God  to  inflict  an  eternal  punishment.  To  evince 
this,  I  shall  use  only  one  aipiment,  viz.  that  sin  is  heinous 
enou^  to  deserve  such  a  punishment,  and  such  a  punishment 
is  no  more  thanproportionaDle  to  the  evil  or  dement  of  sin.  If 
the  evil  of  sin  be  infinite,  as  the  punishment  is,  then  it  is 
manifest  that  the  punishment  is  no  more  than  proportionable  to 
the  sin  punished,  and  is  no  more  than  sin  deserves.  And  if  the 
obligation  to  love,  honour,  and  obey  God  be  infinite,  then  sin, 
which  is  the  violation  of  this  obli^tion,  is  a  violation  of  infinite 
obligation,  and  so  is  an  infinite  evil.  Again,  if  God  be  infinitely 
worthy  of  love,  honour  and  obedience,  tfien  our  obligation 
to  love,  and  honour,  and  obey  him,  is  infinitely  ereat« — So  that 
God  beii^  infinitely  glorious,  or  infinitely  worthy  of  our  love, 
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honour,  and  obedience;  our  oblignlian  to  Ioto,  h&nour,  and 
obey  him,  and  so  to  avoid  all  sin,  is  iniinitclj  great.  Again,  our 
obligation  to  love,  honour  and  obey  God,  being  infinitely  great, 
sin  18  the  violation  of  infinite  obligation,  and  so  is  an  infinite 
evil.  Once  more,  sin  being  an  infinite  evil,  deserves  an  infinite 
punishment,  an  infinite  punishment  is  no  more  than  it  deserves  : 
Therefore  such  punishment  ia  just ;  which  was  the  thing  to  be 
proved.  There  is  no  evading  the  force  of  this  reasoning,  but 
by  denying  that  God,  the  sovereign  of  the  universe,  is  infinitely 
glorious;  which  1  presume  none  of  my  heavers  will  venture 
to  do. 

2.  !  am  to  show.  That  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  thc^crcy 
of  God,  to  inflict  an  eternal  pnnishment  on  wicked  men.  Il 
is  an  unreasonable  and  unscriptural  notion  of  the  mercy  of  God, 
that  he  is  merciful  in  such  a  sense  thit  he  cannot  bear  that 
penal  justice  should  be  executed.  This  is  to  conceive  of  the 
mercy  of  God  as  a  passion  to  which  bis  nature  is  so  subject 
llmi  God  ia  liable  to  be  moved,  and  afieclcd,  and  overcome 
by  seeing  a  creature  in  misery,  so  that  he  cannot  bear  to  sec 
justice  executed;  which  is  a  most  unworthy  and  absurd  notion 
of  the  mercy  of  God,  and  would,  if  true,  argue  great  weakness. 
It  would  be  a  great  defect,  and  not  a  perfection,  in  the  sove- 
reign and  supreme  Judge  of  the  world,  to  be  merciful  in  such  a 
sense  that  he  could  not  hear  to  have  penal  justice  executed. 
It  is  a  vei7  unscriptural  notion  of  the  mercy  of  God.  The 
scriptures  every  where  represent  the  mercy  of  God  as  free  and 
sovereign,  and  not  that  the  exercises  of  it  arc  necessary,  so  that 
God  cannot  bear  justice  should  lake  place.  The  scriptures 
abundantly  speak  of  it  as  the  glory  of  the  divine  attribute  of 
mercy,  that  it  is  free  and  sovereign  in  ita  exercises ;  and  not  that 
God  cannot  but  deliver  sinners  from  misery.  This  is  a  mean 
and  most  unworthy  idea  of  the  divine  mercy. 

It  is  most  absurd  also,  as  it  is  contrary  to  plain  fact.  For 
if  there  he  any  meaning  in  the  objection,  this  is  supposed  in 
il,  that  all  misery  of  the  creature,  whether  just  or  unjust,  is 
in  itself  contrary  to  the  nature  of  God.  For  if  bis  mercy  be 
of  such  a  nature,  that  a  very  great  degree  of  misery,  though 
just,  ia  contrary  to  his  nature  ;  then  it  is  only  to  add  to  the 
mercy,  and  then  a  less  degree  of  misery  is  contrary  to  his  nature ; 
again  to  add  further  to  it,  and  a  still  less  degree  of  misery  is 
contrary  to  hia  nature.  And  so  the  mercy  of  God  being  infi- 
nite, all  misery  must  be  contrary  lo  his  nature;  which  we  sec 
to  he  contrary  to  fact:  for  we  sen  that  Goii  in  bis  providence, 
doth  indeed  inflict  very  great  cnlamitica  on  mankind  even  in 
Ihit  hfc. 

However  strong  such  kind  of  objections  against  tbe  eternal 
misery  of  the  wicked,  may  seem  to  the  carnal,  senseless 
hearts  of  men.  as  though  it  were  afrainst  God's   justice  and 
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mercy  \  yet  tbeir  seeming  strci^th  arises  from  i  want  of  tense 
of  tile  infimle  enl,  odioosness.  and  provocation  there  is  in  sin. 
Hence  it  seeme  to  as  not  suitable,  that  any  poor  crealute  should 
be  the  sol^ect  of  such  misery,  because  we  hare  no  sense  of  any 
thing  abominable  and  provoking  iu  anjr  creature  answerable  to 
it.  If  we  had,  (hen  this  infinite  calamity  would  not  seem  nn* 
suitable.  For  one  thing  would  but  appear  answerable  and  pro- 
portionable to  another,  and  so  the  mind  would  rest  in  it  as  At 
and  suitable,  and  no  more  than  what  Ss  proper  to  be  ordered  by 
the  just,  holy,  and  good  Governor  of  the  world. 

That  this  is  so,  we  may  be  convinced  by  this  consideration. 
viz.  that  when  we  hear,  or  read  of  some  horrid  instances  of 
cruelty,  it  may  be  to  some  poor  inuocent  child,  or  some  holy 
martyr — and  their  cruel  persecutors,  having  no  regard  to  Ihcic 
shrieks  and  cries,  only  sported  thenvelves  with  their  misery, 
and  would  not  vouchsafe  even  to  put  an  end  to  their  lives — we 
have  a  sense  of  the  evil  of  them  and  they  make  a  deep  im- 
pression on  our  minds.  Hence  is  seems  just,  every  way  tit  and 
suitable,  (hat  God  should  inflict  a  very  terrible  punishment  on 
persons  who  have  perpetrated  such  wickedness.  It  seems  no 
way  disagreeable  to  any  perfection  of  the  Judge  of  the  world ; 
we  can  think  of  it  without  being  at  all  shocked.  The  reason 
is,  that  we  have  a  sense  of  the  evil  of  their  conduct,  and  a  senso 
of  the  proportion  there  is  between  the  evil  or  demerit,  and  the 
punishment. 

Just  so,  if  we  saw  a  proportion  between  the  evil  of  sin 
and  eternal  punishment,  if  we  saw  something  in  wicked  men 
that  should  appear  as  hateful  to  us,  as  eternal  misery  appears 
dreadful ;  something  that  should  as  much  stir  up  indignation 
and  detestation,  as  eternal  misery  does  terror;  all  objections 
against  this  doctrine  would  vanish  at  once.  Though  now  it 
seem  incredible ;  though  when  we  hear  of  it,  and  are  so  often 
told  of  it,  we  know  not  how  to  realize  it ;  though  when  we  hear 
of  such  a  degree  and  duration  of  torments,  as  arc  held  forth  in 
this  doctrine,  and  think  what  eternity  is,  it  is  ready  to  seem 
impossible,  that  such  torments  should  be  inflicted  on  poor 
feeble  creatures  by  a  Creator  of  infinite  mercy ;  yet  this  arises 
principally  from  these  two  causes.  (I.)  It  is  so  contrary  to 
the  depraved  inclinations  of  mankind,  that  they  hate  to  believe 
it,  and  cannot  bear  it  should  be  true.  (3.)  They  sec  not  the 
suitableness  of  eternal  punishment  to  the  evil  of  sin  ;  they  sec 
not  that  it  is  no  more  than  proportionable  to  the  demerit  of  sin. 

Havii^  thus  shown,  that  the  eternal  punishment  of  the 
wicked  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  divine  perfections,  !  shall 
now  proceed  to  show,  that  it  is  so  far  from  being  inconsistent 
with  the  ^vine  perfections,  that  those  perfections  evidently 
require  it ;  i.  t.  they  require  that  sin  sbould  have  so  great  a 
panishmenti  either  in  Uie  person  who  has  committed  it.  or  in  a 
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surety  J  and  therefore  with  respect  to  those  who  believe  e  ._^_ 
the  surety,  and  have  no  interest  in  him,  the  diviae  perfeclioiu 
require  that  this  punishment  should  be  inflicted  on  them. 

This  appears,  as  it  ia  not  only  not  unsuitable  that  aio  should 
be  thus  punished  ;  but  it  is  positively  suitable,  decent,  and  pro- 
per.  If  this  be  made  to  appear,  that  it  ts  positively  suitable 
that  sin  should  be  thus  punished,  then  it  tvill  follow,  that  the 
perfections  of  God  require  it;  for  cerlainly  the  perfections  of 
God  require  what  is  proper  lo  be  done>  The  perfection  and 
excellency  of  God  require,  that  to  take  place  which  is  perfect, 
excellent,  and  proper  in  its  own  nature.  But  that  sin  should 
be  punished  eternally,  is  such  a  thing,  which  appears  by  the 
following  considerations. 

I.  It  is  suitable  that  God  should  infinitely  hate  sin,  and 
be  an  infinite  enemy  to  it.  Sin,  as  1  have  before  shown,  is  an 
infinite  evil,  and,  therefore,  is  infinitely  odious  and  detestable. 
It  is  proper  that  God  should  bale  every  evil,  and  hate  it  ac- 
cording to  its  odious  and  detestable  nature.  And  sin  beiiw 
infinitely  evil  and  odious,  it  is  proper  that  God  should  hate  it 
infinitely. 

3.  If  infinite  hatred  of  sin  be  suitable  to  the  diviro  cha> 
racter,  then  the  fxpretsions  of  such  hatred  are  also  suitable  to 
his  character.  Because.  Ihat  which  is  suilable  to  be,  is  suita- 
ble to  be  expressed  :  that  which  is  lovely  in  itself,  is  lovdhr 
when  it  appears.  If  it  be  suitable  that  God  should  be  an  inn- 
Dite  enemy  to  sin,  or  that  he  should  hate  it  infinitely,  then  it  is 
suitable  Ihat  he  should  act  as  such  an  enemy.  If  it  be  suitable 
that  he  should  hate  and  have  enmity  against  sin,  then  it  is  suit- 
able for  him  to  express  that  haired  and  enmity  in  that  lo  which 
hatred  and  enmity  by  its  own  nature  tends.  But  cerlainly 
baircd.  in  its  own  nature,  tends  to  opposition,  and  to  set  Itself 
against  that  which  is  hated,  and  to  procure  its  evil  and  not  its 
good  :  and  that  in  proportion  to  the  hatred.  Great  hatred  na- 
turally tends  to  the  great  evil,  and  infinite  hatred  to  the  infinite 
evil  of  its  object. 

Whence  it  follows,  that  if  it  be  suitable  that  there  should 
be  infinite  hatred  of  sin  in  God,  as  I  have  shown  it  is,  it  is 
suitable  thai  he  should  execute  an  infinite  punishment  on  it; 
and  so  the  perfections  of  God  require  that  be  should  punish 
sin  with  an  infinite,  or  which  is  the  same  thing,  with  an  eternal 
punishment. 

Thus  we  see  not  only  the  great  objection  against  (his 
doctrine  answered,  but  the  truth  of  the  doctiine  established  by 
rcanon.  I  now  proceed  further  to  establish  it  by  consldt  '~ 
the  remaining  particulars  under  the  doctrine. 

II.  That  eternal  death  or  punishment  which  God  ihre 
to    the    wicked.    <s   not   nnnihilntlon.  hut   an  Abiding. 
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punishment  or  miseiy. — Tbe  truth  of  thii  propotition  wiU  Ap- 
pear by  tbe  following  particulars. 

1.  Tbe  scripture  everj  where  represents  tbe  puniibntent 
of  the  wicked,  u  implying  very  extreme  pains  and  ■nfleringi ; 
but  a  state  of  annihilation  is  no  slate  of  inflering  at  al).  Pei^ 
sons  annihilated  have  oo  sense  or  feeling  of  pain  or  pleuure, 
and  much  less  do  they  feel  thatpunishment  miich  carries  in  it 
an  axtreme  pain  or  Buffering.  Tbey  no  more  suffer  to  eternity 
than  they  did  suffer  from  eternity. 

S.  It  is  agreeable  both  to  scripture  and  reason  to  suppose. 
that  the  wick»l  will  be  punished  in  such  a  manner,  that  they 
shall  be  sensible  of  the  punishment  they  are  under;  that  they 
should  be  sensible  that  now  God  has  executed  and  fulfilled 
what  he  threatened,  what  they  disregarded,  and  would  not  be- 
lieve. They  should  know  themselves  that  justice  takes  place 
upon  them ;  that  God  vindicates  that  majesty  which  they  des- 
pised; that  God  is  not  so  despicable  a  being  as  they  thought 
Dim  to  be.  They  should  be  sensible  for  what  they  are  punished, 
while  they  are  under  the  threatened  punishment.  It  is  reason- 
able that  they  should  be  sensible  of  their  own  guiit,  and  should 
remember  their  former  opportunities  and  obligations,  and  should 
see  their  own  folly  and  God's  justice. — If  the  punishment 
threatened  be  eternal  annihilation,  they  will  never  know  that  it 
is  infiicted;  they  will  never  know  that  God  is  just  in  their 
punishment,  or  that  tbey  have  their  deserts.  And  how  is  this 
agreeable  to  the  scriptures,  in  which  God  threatens,  that  he  will 
repay  the  wicked  to  his  fact,  Deut.  vii.  10.  And  to  Uiat  in 
Job  xzi.  19.  30.  "God  rewardeth  him,  and  he  shall  know  it; 
hia  eyes  shall  sec  his  destruction,  and  he  shall  drink  of  tbe 
wrath  of  the  Almi^ty."  And  to  that  in  Ezekiel  xiii.  21.  32. 
"  Yea,  I  will  gather  you,  and  blow  upon  you  in  the  fire  of  my 
WT&tb,  and  ye  shall  be  melted  in  the  midst  thereof.  As  silver 
is  melted  in  the  midst  of  the  furnace,  so  shall  ye  be  melted  in 
the  midst  thereof;  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  the  Lord  have 
poured  out  my  fury  upon  you." — And  how  ia  it  agreeable  to 
that  expression  so  often  annexed  to  the  threatcnings  of  God*s 
wrath  against  wicked  men.  And  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  the 
Lord! 

S.  The  scripture  teaches,  (hat  the  wicked  will  suffer 
different  degrees  of  torment,  according  to  the  different  aggra- 
vations of  their  sins.  Matt.  v.  33.  "  Whosoever  is  angry 
with  his  brother  without  a  cause,  shall  be  in  danger  of  the 
jud(pnent :  and  whosoever  shall  say  to  his  brother,  Raca,  shall 
be  ra  danger  of  the  council :  but  whosoever  shall  say,  Thou 
fool,  diall  M  in  danger  of  hell  fire."  Here  Christ  teaches  us, 
that  the  torments  of  wicked  men  will  be  diflferent  in  different 
persons,  accordiiw  to  the  different  d^rees  of  their  guilt. — It 
shall   be  more  tounble  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  for  Tyro 
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and  Sidon,  than  for  the  cities  where  most  of  Christ's  mighty 
works  were  wrought. — Again,  our  Lord  assures  us,  That -he 
tliat  knoweth  his  Lord^s  will,  and  prepareth  not  himself,  nor 
doth  according  to  his  will,  shall  be  beaten  with  many  stripes* 
But  he  that  knoweth  not,  and  committeth  things  worthy  of 
stripes,  shall  be  beaten  with  few  stripes. — These  several  pas- 
sages of  scripture  infallibly  prove,  that  there  will  be  different 
degrees  of  punishment  in  hell;  which  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  supposition,  that  the  punishment  consists  in  annihila- 
tion^ in  which  there  can  be  no  degrees. 

4.  The  scriptures  are  very  express  and  abundant  in  this 
matter.  That  the  eternal  punishment  of  the  wicked  will  con- 
sist in  sensible  misery  and  torment,  and  not  in  annihilation. — 
What  is  said  of  Judas  is  worthy  to  be  observed  here :  "It 
had  been  good  for  that  man  if  he  had  not  been  born  ;'^  Matt. 
xxvi.  24. — This  seems  plainly  to  teach  us,  that  the  punishment 
of  the  wicked  is  such  that  their  existence,  upon  the  whole,  is 
worse  than  non-existence-  But  if  their  punishment  consists 
merely  in  annihilation,  this  is  not  true. — The  wicked,  in  their 
punishment,  are  said  to  weep^  and  wail,  and  gnash  their  teeth  / 
which  implies  not  only  real  existence,  but  Hfe,  knowledge,  and 
activity,  and  that  they  are  in  a  very  sensible  and  exquisite 
manner  affected  with  their  punishment. — Isaiah  xxxiii.  14.  Sin- 
ners in  the  state  of  their  punishment  are  represented  to  dwelt 
with  everlasting  burnings.  But  if  they  arc  only  turned  into 
nothing,  where  is  the  foundation  for  this  representation  ?  It  is 
absurd  to  say,  that  sinners  will  dwell  with  annihilation  ;  for 
there  is  no  dwelling  in  the  case.  It  is  also  absurd  to  call  anni- 
hilation a  burning,  which  implies  a  state  of  existence  sen- 
sibility, and  extreme  pain;  whereas  in  annihilation  there  is 
neither. 

It  is  said  that  they  shall  be  cast  into  a  lake  of  tire  and 
brimstone.  How  can  this  expression  with  any  propriety  be 
understood  to  mean  a  state  of  annihilation  ?  Yea,  they  are 
expressly  said  to  have  no  rest  day  nor  night,  but  to  be  tor- 
mented with  fire  and  brimstone  for  ever  and  ever.  Rev.  xx.  10, 
But  annihilation  is  a  state  of  rest,  a  state  in  which  not  the  least 
torment  can  possibly  be  s  offered.  The  rich  man  in  hell  lifted 
up  his  eyes  being  in  torment,  and  saw  Abraham  afar  off,  and 
Lazarus  in  his  bosom,  and  entered  into  a  particular  conversa- 
tion with  Abraham ;  all  which  proves  that  he  was  not  anni- 
hilated. 

The  spirits  of  ungodly  men  before  the  resurrection  are 
not  in  a  state  of  annihilation,  but  in  a  state  of  misery  ;  they  are 
spirits  in  prison,  as  the  apostle  saith  of  them  that  were  drowned 
in  the  flood,  1  Pet.  iii.  19. — And  this  appears  very  plainly  from 
the  instance  of  the  rich  man  before  mentioned,  if  we  consider 
him  as  representing  the  wicked  in  their  separate  state,  between 
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Ibe  deaxii  of  Ae  faodr  s  c-sok&j^Ij  ^r^oifi  «rr±  pv^c  {>&;:; 
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respect  to  any  odier  than  men :  i:  cocdoc  h«  c jiltc^  50  >[Ti;h  rc$- 
Beet  to  devils,  as  thej  die  do  temporal  dcaih.  which  i<  ihc  nr$-. 
death.  Id  Rer.  ii.  11.  it  is  said.  -*He  chac  ovoivonHnh.  sh^ll 
not  be  imrt  oi  die  secoDd  death  :**  implrmg.  that  all  who  do 
not  overcooie  their  lasts,  but  lire  in  sin.  shallsutTor  tiK*  socoiul 
death. 

Again,  wicked  men  will  suder  the  same  kind  ot'  death 
with  the  devils ;  as  ia  verse  "25lh  of  the  context,  "  Depart,  vr 
cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels.^'  Now  the  punishment  of  the  devil  is*  not  anniliilnlion, 
but  torment:  he  therefore  tremble*  for  four  of  it  ;  no!  fur  fear 
of  being  annihilated, — he  would  be  glad  of  that.  WliaC  he  in 
afraid  of  is  torment,  as  ai>|)ears  by  Luke  viii.  .MU  where  hi* 
cries  out,  and  beseeches  Christ  that  he  would  not  (ornient  him 
before  the  time.  And  it  is  said,  itev.  xx.  10.  ''  TluMlovilthat 
deceived  them  was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  hrimHlom*, 
where  the  beast  and  the  false  |)n)|)hct  are,  and  shall  be*  Uw- 
mented  day  and  night  for  ever  and  ever.'' 

It  is  strange  how  men  will  go  directly  against  so  plain  and 
full  revelations  of  scripture,  as  to  suppose,  notwithstanding  all 
these  things,  that  the  eternal  punishment  threatenc'd  against  tlir 
wicked,  signifies  no  more  tlian  annihilation. 

Vol,  VI.  1  r. 
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III.  As  the  future  punishment  of  the  wicked  coQpiste  in 
sensible  miBery ;  so  it  ah&II  not  only  continue  for  a  very  tong 
time,  but  shall  be  nbsolutcl)'  without  end. 

Of  those  who  have  held  that  the  torments  of  hell  are  not 
absolutely  eternal,  there  have  been  two  sorts.  Some  suppose, 
that  in  the  thretkteninge  of  everlasting  punishment,  the  terms 
used  do  not  necesEarily  import  a  proper  eternity,  but  only  a 
very  long  duration.  Others  suppose,  that  if  they  do  import  a 
proper  eternity,  yet  we  cannot  necessarily  conclude  thence, 
that  God  will  (iilfil  his  threatenings.     Therefore  I  shall, 

Finl,  Show  that  the  threatenings  of  eternal  punishment 
do  very  plainly  and  fully  import  a  proper,  absolute  eternity, 
and  not  merely  a  long  duration.- — This  appears, 

I .  Because  when  the  scripture  speaks  of  the  wicked  being 
sentenced  to  their  punishment  at  the  time  when  all  temporal 
things  are  come  to  an  end,  it  then  speaks  of  it  as  everlasting, 
as  in  the  test,  and  elsewhere.  It  is  true,  that  the  term  for 
ever  is  not  always  in  scripture  used  to  signify  eternity.  Some- 
times it  means  as  long  as  a  man  liveth.  In  this  sense  it  is  said, 
that  the  Hebrew  servant,  who  chose  to  abide  with  his  maeler,  ■ 
should  have  his  ear  bored,  and  should  serve  his  master  for 
ever.  Sometimes  it  means,  during  the  continuance  of  the  slate 
and  church  of  the  Jews,  la  this  sense,  several  )aw8,  which 
were  peculiar  to  that  church,  and  were  lo  continue  in  force  no 
longer  than  that  church  should  last,  are  callcdstalutes  forever. 
See  Exodus  xxvii.  2i.  sxviii.  43,  &iC.  Sometimes  it  means  as 
long  as  the  world  stands.  So  in  Eccles.  i.  4.  "  One  generation 
passcth  away,  and  another  generation  cometh;  hut  the  earth 
abideth  for  ever." 

And  this  last  h  the  longest  temporal  duration  that  such 
a  term  is  ever  used  to  signify.  For  the  duration  of  the  world 
ia  the  longest  of  things  temporal,  as  its  beginning  was  the 
earliest.  Therefore,  when  the  scripture  speaks  of  things  as 
being  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  it  means  that  Ibmr 
existed  before  the  beginning  of  time.  So  those  things  which" 
continue  after  the  end  of  the  world,  are  eternal  things.  When 
heaven  and  earth  are  shaken  and  removed,  those  things  that 
remain  will  be  what  cannot  he  shaken,  but  will  remain  forever, 
Heb.  xii.  26,  27. 

But  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  will  not  only  remain 
after  the  end  of  the  world,  but  is  called  everlasting,  as  in  the 
text,  "  These  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment."  So 
in  2  Thess.  i.  0,  1 0.  "  Who  shall  be  punished  with  everlasting 
destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glorf 
of  his  power  when  he  shall  come  to  be  glori6ed  in  hie  saints,*' 
Sic. — Now,  what  can  be  meant  by  a  thing  being  everlasting 
a/ier  all  temporal  things  are  come  to  an  end,  but  that  it  ia  ab- 
Bohitely  without  end ' 
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S.  Such  expreuioiu  are  used  to  set  tbrth  tlie  dimtton  of 
the  puDiibment  of  the  wicked,  as  arc  never  used  in  the  Bcrip- 
tum.of  the  New  Testament,  to  signUy  any  thing  but  a  proper 
eternitft  It  ii  said,  not  onlj  that  the  puiiiahment  shall  be  for 
erer,  butybr  tver  and  eser,  Rer.  xiv.  1 1.  *'  Tke  smoke  of 
their  tonnent  ascendeth  up  far  ever  and  ever, — Rev.  xx.  lO. 
"  Shall  be  tormented  day  and  ui^t,  for  tver  and  ever."  Doubt- 
less, the  New  Testament  has  some  expression  to  signify  a  pro- 
per etemitr,  of  which  it  has  so  often  occasion  to  speak,  out 
it  has  no  hi^er  expression  than  this :  if  this  do  not  signify  an 
absolute  eternity,  there  is  none  that  does. 

3.  The  scripture  uses  the  same  way  of  speaking  to  set 
forth  the  eternity  of  punithment  and  the  eternity  of  happlnetg, 
yea,  the  eternity  of  God  himself.  Matt.  xxr.  46.  <'  These  shall 
go  away  into  everlasting  punishment :  but  the  righteous  into  life 
eternal.^'  The  words  everlasting  und  tterual,  in  (he  original,  are 
the  very  same.  Rev.  xxii.  5.  "And  they,  (the  saints)  shall 
reign _/br  ever  and  ever."  And  the  scripture  has  no  higher  ex- 
pression to  signify  the  eternity  of  God  himself,  than  that  of  bis 
being  for  ever  and  ever ;  as  Rev.  iv.  9.  "  To  liim  who  sat  on 
the  titrone,  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever;'^  and  in  the  lOtb 
verse,  and  in  chap.  v.  14,  and  chap.  x.  G.  and  chap.  xv.  7. 

A^in,  the  scripture  expresses  God's  eternity  by  this,  that 
it  shall  be  for  ever,  after  the  world  is  come  to  an  end  ;  Psalni 
cii.  26, 27.  "  They  shall  perish,  but  thou  shalt  endure :  yea,  all 
of  them  shall  wax  old  like  a  garment ;  as  a  vesture  shall  thou 
change  them,  and  they  shall  be  changed.  But  tliou  art  the 
same,  and  thy  years  shall  have  no  end." 

4.  The  scripture  says,  that  wicked  men  shall  not  be  deli- 
vered, till  they  have  paid  the  uttermost  farthing  of  their  debt; 
Malt.  v.  36.  The  last  mite ;  Luke  x.  59  ;  i.  c  the  utmost 
that  is  deserved ;  and  all  mercy  is  excluded  by  this  expression. 
But  we  have  shewn,  that  they  deatroc  an  infinite,  an  endless 
punishment. 

5.  The  scripture  says  absolutely,  that  their  punishment 
shall  not  have  an  end ;  Mark  ix.  44.  "  Where  their  worm  dieth 
not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched."  Now,  it  will  not  do  to  say, 
that  the  meaning  is,  Their  worm  shall  live  a  great  tohile,  or  that 
it  shall  be  a  great  while  before  their  fire  is  quenched.  If  ever  the 
time  comes,  that  their  worm  shall  die ;  if  ever  there  shall  be  a 
quenching  of  the  fire  at  all,  then  it  is  not  true  that  tlieir  worm 
dieik  not,  and  that  the  lire  is  not  quenched.  For,  if  there  be  a 
dying  of  the  worm,  and  a  quenching  of  the  Arc,  let  it  be  at 
what  time  it  will,  nearer  or  lurther  oil,  it  is  equally  contrary  to 
such  a  negation, — if  dieth  not,  tl  is  not  quenched. 

Secondly.  There  are  others  who  allow,  that  the  expressions 
of  (he  threatemngs  do  denote  a  proper  eternity  ;  hut  (hen,  they 
say.  it  doth  not  certainly  follow,  that  the  punisbinfnt  will  really 
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be  eternal ;  because,  God  may  threaten  and  yet  not  fulfil  tM 
threatenings.  Though  they  allow  that  the  threatcnings  arc 
positive  and  peremptory,  without  any  reserve,  yet  they  say, 
God  is  not  obliged  to  fulfil  absolute  positive  tlireatenings,  as  be 
is  absolute  promises.  Because  in  promises,  a  right  is  conveyed, 
that  the  creature  to  whom  the  promises  are  made  will  claim  ; 
bul  there  is  no  danger  of  the  creature's  claiming  any  right  by 
a  threatening.  Therefore,  I  am  now  to  show.  That  what  God 
has  positively  declared  in  this  matter,  does  indeed  make  it  cer- 
tain, that  it  shall  be  as  he  has  declared.  To  this  end,  1  shall 
mention  two  things : 

1,  It  is  evidently  contrary  to  the  divine  (rw /A,  positively  to 
declare  any  thing  to  be  real,  whether  past,  present,  or  to  come, 
which  God  at  the  same  time  knows  is  not  so.  Absolutely 
threatening  that  any  thing  shall  be,  is  the  same  as  absolutely 
declaring  that  it  is  to  be.  For  any  to  suppose,  that  God  abso- 
lutely declares  that  any  thing  viiil  bt,  which  he  at  the  same  time 
knows  will  not  be,  is  blasphemy,  if  there  be  any  such  ihing  as 
blasphemy. 

Indeed,  it  is  very  true,  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  God, 
ansing  from  the  claim  of  (he  creature,  as  there  is  in  promises. 
They  seem  to  reckon  the  wrong  way,  who  suppose  the  necessity 
of  the  execution  of  the  threatening  lo  arise  from  a  proper  ob- 
ligation on  God  to  the  creature,  to  execute  consrijuont  on  his 
threatening.  For,  indeed,  the  certainly  of  the  execution  arises 
the  other  way,  tiz.  on  the  obligation  there  was  on  the  omniscient 
God,  in  threatening,  lo  conJorm  his  threatening  to  what  be 
knew  would  be  future  in  execution.  Though,  strictly  speaking, 
God  is  not  proper!)'  obliged  to  the  creature  to  execute  because 
he  has  threatened,  yet  he  was  obliijcd  not  abaolvtcly  to  threateo, 
if  at  the  same  time  he  knew  that  he  should  not,  or  would  not- 
fulfil :  because  this  would  not  have  been  consistent  with  his  ' 
truth.  So  that  from  the  truth  of  God,  there  is  an  inviolable 
connexion  between  positive  threatenings  and  execution.  They 
who  suppose  that  God  positively  declared,  that  he  tvould  do 
contrary  to  what  he  knew  would  come  to  pass,  do  therein 
suppose,  that  he  absohitclv  threatened  contrary  to  what  he 
knew  to  be  truth.  And  how  any  one  can  speak  contrary  to  what' 
he  knows  to  be  truth,  in  declaring,  promising,  or  threalcnitig,  or 
any  otherway,  coneistcutly  with  inviolahlctruth,is  inconceivable. 

Threatenings  are  significations  of  something;  and  if  Ihcy 
are  made  consistently  nilh  truth,  thoy  arc  true  significations, 
or  significations  of  truth,  that  which  ahatl  be.  If  absolute  throat 
enings  are  significations  of  any  thing,  they  are  sign iti cations  or 
the/uluri(^  of  the  things  threatened.  But  if  the  futurity  of  the 
things  threatened  be  not  true  and  real,  then  how  can  the  Ihreat- 
fjning  be  a  'me  signification?  And  if  God,  in  them,  speaks  con- 
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trary  to  what  he  knows^  and  contrary  to  what  he  intends^  how  h< 
can  speak  true  is  inconceivable. 

Absolute  threatenings  are  a  kind  of  predictions  ;  and 
though  God  is  not  properly  obliged  by  any  claim  of  ours  to 
fuldl  predictions,  unless  they  are  of  the  nature  of  promises; 
yet  it  certainly  would  be  contrary  to  truth,  to  predict  that  such 
a  thing  would  come  to  pa^^s.  which  he  knew  at  the  same  time 
would  not  come  to  pass.  Threatenings  are  declarations  of 
something  future,  and  they  must  be  declarations  of  future  truth, 
if  they  are  true  declarations.  Its  bein^  future,  alters  not  the 
case  any  more  than  if  it  were  present.  It  is  equally  contrary  to 
truth,  to  declare  contrary  to  vihat  at  the  same  time  is  known  to 
be  truth,  whether  it  be  of  things  past,  present,  or  to  come  :  for 
all  are  alike  to  God. 

Beside,  we  have  often  declarations  in  scripture  of  the 
future  eternal  punishment  of  the  wicked,  in  the  proper  form  of 
predictions^  and  not  in  the  form  of  threatenings.  So  in  the  text, 
'^  These  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment/'  So  in 
those  frequent  assertions  of  eternal  punishment  in  the  Revelation, 
some  of  which  I  have  already  quoted.  The  Revelation  is  a 
prophecy^  and  is  so  called  in  the  book  itself;  so  are  those  de- 
clarations of  eternal  punishment. — The  like  declarations  we 
have  also  in  many  other  places  of  scripture. 

2.  The  doctrine  of  those  who  teach,  that  it  is  not  certain 
that  God  will  fulfil  those  absolute  threatenings,  is  blasphemous 
another  way  ;  and  that  is,  as  God,  according  to  their  supposition, 
was  obliged  to  make  use  of  ^fallacy  to  govern  the  world. 
They  own,  that  it  is  needful  that  men  should  apprehend  them- 
selves liable  to  an  eternal  punishment,  that  they  might  thereby 
be  restrained  from  sin,  and  that  God  has  threatened  such  a 
punishment,  for  the  very  end  that  they  might  believe  themselves 
exposed  to  it.  But  what  an  unworthy  opinion  does  this  convey 
of  God  and  his  government,  of  his  infinite  majesty,  and  wisdom, 
and  all-sufficiency ! — Beside,  they  suppose,  that  though  God 
has  made  use  of  such  a  fallacy,  yet  it  is  not  such  an  one  but 
that  they  have  detected  him  in  it.  Though  God  intended  men 
should  believe  it  to  be  certain,  that  sinners  are  liable  to  an 
eternal  punishment ;  yet  they  suppose,  that  they  have  been  so 
cunning  as  to  find  out  that  it  is  not  certain  :  and  so  that  God 
had  not  laid  his  design  so  deep,  but  that  such  cunning  men  as 
they  can  discern  the  cheat,  and  defeat  the  design  :  because  they 
have  found  out,  that  there  in  no  necessary  connexion  between 
the  threateningof  eternal  punishment,  and  the  execution  of  that 
threatening. 

Considering  these  things,  is  it  not  greatly  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  Archbishop  Tiliotson,  who  has  made  so  great  a  figure 
among  the  new-fashioned  divines,  should  advance  sach  an 
opinion  as  this  ? 
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Before  I  conclude  tbis  head,  it  may  be  proper  lor  me 
to  answer  an  objectioa  or  two,  that  may  arise  in  the  minda  of 
some. 

1.  It  may  be  here  said,  We  have  instances  wherein  God 
hath  not  fuliilled  his  thre»teiiin^H ;  as  his  threatening  to  Adam, 
and  in  him  lo  muakind,  Ihiit  they  should  surely  die,  if  ihey 
should  tat  the  forbidden  fruit,  I  answer,  it  ib  not  true  Uiat 
God  did  not  fulfil  that  (hreatening:  he  fulfilled  it,  and  will 
fulfil  it  in  every  jot  and  tittle.  When  God  said,  "Thou  shalt 
surely  die."  ifwc  respect  spiritual  death,  it  was  fulfilled  in 
Adam's  person  in  the  duy  that  he  ate.  For  immediately  his 
imajjc,  his  holy  spirit,  and  original  righteousuesa,  which  was 
the  highest  and  best  life  of  our  first  parents,  were  lost;  and 
they  were  immediately  in  a  doleful  state  of  spiritual  death. 

If  we  respect  temporal  death,  that  was  also  fulfilled :  he 
brought  death  upon  himselT  and  all  his  posterity,  .ind  he 
virtually  suHered  that  death  on  that  very  day  on  which  he  utc. 
His  body  was  brought  into  a  corruptible,  mortal  and  dying 
condition,  and  so  it  continued  till  it  was  dissolved.  If  we  look 
at  all  that  death  which  was  comprehended  in  the  threatening, 
it  was,  properly  speaking,  fulfilled  in  Christ.  When  God  said 
to  Adam,  If  thou  eatest.  ihou  sfanit  die,  he  spake  not  only  to 
him,  and  of  him  personally :  but  the  words  respected  mankind, 
Adam  and  his  race,  and  doubtless  were  so  understood  by  him. 
Hi-  ntrspriiig  were  to  he  looked  upon  as  sinning  in  him,  and  so 
should  die  with  him.  The  woi-d*  do  as  justly  allow  of  n»  im- 
putation of  death  as  of  sin  ;  they  are  as  well  consistent  with 
dt/ing  in  a  surety,  as  with  sinning  in  one.  Therefore  the 
tbrcatening  is  fulfilled  in  the  death  of  Christ,  the  surely. 

2.  Another  objection  may  arise  fi"om  God'e  Ihrentening 
to  Nineveh.  He  threatened,  that  in  forty  days  Nineveh  should 
be  destroyed,  which  yet  he  did  not  fultil. — 1  answer,  that 
threatening  could  justly  be  looked  upon  no  otherwise  than  as 
conditional.  It  wa:)  of  the  nature  of  a  Karning,  and  not  of  an 
absolute  denunciation.  Why  was  Jonnh  sent  to  the  Ninevitcs, 
but  lo  give  them  wnrning,  that  they  might  have  opportunity  la 
repent,  reform,  and  avert  the  approaching  destrnrtion?  God- 
had  no  other  design  or  end  in  sending  (he  prophet  to  them,  bat 
that  they  might  be  wnrnod  and  tried  by  him,  as  God  warned 
the  Israelites.  Juduh.  and  Jerusalem,  before  their  destrutlion. 
Therefore  the  prophets,  together  with  their  prophesies  of  ap. 
proaching  denructiou,  joined  earnest  cKborlalions  to  repent 
and  reform,  that  it  might  be  averted. 

No  more  could  justly  be  undentood  to  be  certainly  threat- 
ened,  than  thul  Nineveh  should  be  destroyed  in  forty  days, 
eontimiiag  as  il  mas.  for  it  was  for  their  wickedness  thai 
that  dutructioD  was  throAteDed,  and  so  the  Ninevites  took 
it.       Therefore,     when    the    cause   was  removed,   ihe  eflect 
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ceased.  It  was  contra.  7  to  God^s  known  manner,  to  threaten 
punishment  and  destruction  for  sin  in  this  world  absolutely,  so 
that  it  should  come  upon  the  persons  threatened  unavoidably, 
'let  them  repent  and  reform  and  do  what  they  would:  Jer. 
xviii.  7,  8.  ^^  At  what  instant  I  shall  speak  concerning  a 
nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdom,  to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull 
down,  and  to  destroy  it ;  if  that  nation,  against  whom  1  have 

rronounced,  turn  from  their  evil,  I  will  repent  of  the  evil  that 
thought  to  do  unto  them.^^  So  that  all  threatenings  of  this 
nature  had  a  condition  implied  in  themi  according  to  the  known 
had  and  declared  manner  of  God^s  dealing.  And  the  Ninevites 
did  not  take  it  as  an  absolute  sentence  or  denunciahon  ;  if  Ihcy 
had,  they  would  have  despaired  of  any  benefit  by  fasting  and  re- 
formation. 

But  the  threatenings  of  eternal  wrath  arc  positive  and 
absolute.  There  is  nothing  in  the  word  of  God  from  which 
we  can  gather  any  condition.  The  only  opportunity  of  c  scaping 
is  in  this  world  ;  this  is  the  only  state  of  trial,  wheiein  we  have 
any  offers  of  mercy,  or  place  for  repentance. 

IV.  I  shall  mention  several  good  and  important  ends, 
which  will  be  obtained  by  the  eternal  punishment  of  the  wicked. 

1 .  Hereby  God  vindicates  his  injured  majtaty.  Wherein 
sinners  cast  contempt  upon  it,  and  trample  it  in  the  dust, 
God  vindicates  and  honours  it,  and  makes  it  appear,  as  it  is 
indeed,  infinite,  by  showing  that  it  is  infinitely  dreadful  to  con- 
temn or  offend  it. 

2.  God  glorifies  his  justice. — The  glory  of  God  is  the 
greatest  good ;  it  is  that  which  is  the  chief  end  of  the  creation ; 
it  is  of  greater  importance  than  any  thing  else.  But  this  is 
one  way  wherein  God  will  glorify  himself,  as  in  the  eternal 
destruction  of  ungodly  men  he  will  glorify  his  justice.  Therein 
he  will  appear  as  a  just  governor  of  the  world.  The  vindictive 
justice  of  God  will  appear  strict,  exact,  awful,  and  terrible,  and 
therefore  glorious. 

3.  God  hereby  indirectly  glorifies  his  frrace  on  the  vessels 
of  mercy. — The  saints  in  heaven  will  behold  the  torments  of 
the  damned :  ^*  the  smoke  of  their  torment  asccndeth  up  for 
ever  and  ever.^'  isaiah  Ixvi.  24.  '*  And  thev  s^hali  go  forth  and 
look  upon  the  carcases  of  the  men  that  have  tran^^gressed 
against  me  :  for  their  worm  shall  not  die,  neither  shall  their  fire 
be  quenched ;  and  they  shall  be  an  abhorring  unto  all  flesh." 
And  in  Rev.  xiv.  10.  if  is  said,  that  they  shall  be  tormented  in 
the  presence  of  the  holy  angels,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lamb.  So  they  will  be  tormented  in  the  presence  also  of  the 
glorified  saints. 

Hereby  the  saints  will  be  made   the  more  sensible  how 
great  their  salvation  is.     When  they  shall  see  how  great  thi 
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misery  is  from  which  God  bath  saved  them,  and  bow  great  a 
difference  he  hath  made  between  their  state,  and  the  state  of 
others,  who  were  by  nature,  and  perhaps  for  a  time  by  prac- 
tice, no  more  sinful  and  ilKdeserving  than  any,  it  will  give 
the  »  a  greater  ^ien-^e  of  the  wonderfulness  of  God^s  grace  to 
them.  Every  time  they  look  upon  the  damned,  it  will  excite 
in  them  a  lively  and  admiring  sense  of  the  grace  of  God,  in 
making  them  so  to  ditTer.  This  the  apostle  informs  us  is  one 
end  of  the  damnation  of  ungodly  men;  Rom.  ix.  2^2, 23.  ^^  What 
if  God,  willing  to  show  his  wrath,  and  to  make  bis  power 
known,  endured  with  much  long-sufTering  the  vessels  of  wrath 
fitted  to  destruction  :  and  that  he  might  make  known  the  riches 
of  his  glory  on  the  vessds  of  mercy  ^  which  he  bad  afore  prepared 
unto  glory  ?^'  The  view  of  the  misery  of  the  damned  will  double 
the  ardour  of  the  lo  -e  and  gratitude  of  the  saints  in  heaven. 

4.  The  sight  of  hell  torments  will  exalt  the  happiness  of 
the  saints  for  ever.  It  will  not  only  make  them  more  sensible 
of  the  greatness  and  freeness  of  the  grace  of  God  in  their 
happiness  ;  but  it  will  really  make  their  happiness  the  greater, 
as  it  will  make  tSem  the  more  sensible  of  their  own  happiness ; 
it  will  give  them  a  more  lively  relish  of  it ;  it  will  maxe  them 
prize  it  more.  When  they  see  others,  who  were  of  the  same 
nature,  and  born  under  the  same  circumstances,  plunged  in 
such  misery,  and  they  so  distinguished,  O  it  will  make  them 
sensible  how  happy  they  are.  A  sense  of  the  opposite 
misery  in  all  cases,  greatly  increases  the  relish  of  any  joy  or 
pleasure. 

The  sight  of  the  wonderful  power,  the  great  and  dreadful 
majesty,  and  awful  justice  and  holiness  of  God,  manifested  in 
the  eternal  punishment  of  ungodly  men.  will  make  them  prize 
his  favour  and  love  vastly  the  more ;  and  they  will  be  so  much 
the  more  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

APPLICATION. 

1.  From  what  hath  been  said,  we  may  learn  the  folly  and 
madness  of  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  in  that  for  the  sake  of 
present  momentary  gratification,  they  run  the  venture  of  endur- 
ing all  those  eternal  torments.  They  prefer  a  small  pleasure, 
or  a  little  wealth,  or  a  little  earthly  honour  and  greatness,  which 
can  last  but  for  a  moment,  to  an  escape  from  this  punishment. 
If  it  be  true,  that  the  torments  of  hell  are  eternal,  what  will  it 
profit  a  man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul; 
or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  ?  What  is 
there  in  this  world,  which  is  not  a  trifle,  and  lighter  than  vanity, 
in  comparison  with  these  eternal  things  ? 

How  mad  are  men,  who  so  often  hear  of  these  things,  and 
pretend  to  believe  them ;  who  can  live  but  a  little  while,  a  few 
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■"-^aeiemi  ici 'iiSf  cr*:-;  ■i^s;r;,':-.."^  i~i  :.r.-:i:::  ^^tjl;  ji 
*tntics  sMpor  inii'::'.3<'.-iiiz.isi  f.-fi;*i;i  :h^-  ix.'.::*  -■:' xi-, ' 
How  cMan:3  3.  '.^.uii  :t  it  :;  w-;  Eit.  wr.,-  jrv  :,-;i  :'--;-  siS 
ba:ht<>  fibSi*.  of  c:eTTii!  !r.:jsrv.  i-£  wr..-  srv  i*  .i-:^jil  xs 
other  men.  fo  carele**  iSji:  ::.  ±i:  :r.t_v  *;<■.■-  i:.-:  :.■>  S.-  jl: 
all  r??:rair.e<i  by  i:  {r-:-:n  v'cy.iviz  vmiz  *,-">  ;-j:  i:':tr '  h  i* 
QDt  hiii"  so  cijch  :h<:.- Cir;  :o  e*:iff  ti-ml  r-vj^r*.  j*  i;  i* 
ro  get  moneyaDd  lasJ  asi  :j  Se  c-y-t:i:Ti)>\<  :-  -.hi  w-t'o.  »:;J 
to  eratiiy  their  sen!ej.  Ttcir  :ho-j^:*  i!\-  u-..:ch  ni,'r\-  e\iT- 
cUed  about  the*e  thin^.  a=J  much  m.TV  I'-f  ;hi";r  iiw  ikJ\-o:i- 
cern  is  about  them.  E;err.it  miiery,  ;h,'Jih  ihty  Uc  t^cn  Jjiy 
espo^ed  to  ir.  i>  a.thin;Tiei!c.::t'd.  i;  '.*  b-;  r..'»f  .w.i  'Jic"  '.!io'.^ti: 
of.  and  then  with  a  sreat  dejl  of  sr-jpu-.i:} ,  .i:a!  v.^^i  wi;li  coiKtra 
eDough  to  itir  ihem  up  lo  do  any  •.hir.j  oo:!jidiTJii>!i-.  \i\  onlcr 
to  escape  it.  They  arc  no;  scniibU'  th.it  i:  i*  wi.ir:h  ihoir  while 
to  take  any  coniiderahle  luinf  i:i  order  '...i  i;.  A::d  ii'  they  do 
take  pains  for  a  little  while,  they  soon  Ujivc  orV.  .ii:d  iciuethin^ 
eke  lakes  up  their  thoushis  and  concern. 

Th-Ji  you  see  it  amons  yiiun;;  and  old.  MultiMde*  of 
yoDth  lead  a  careless  liie.  taking  httle  care  alx^ui  iheir  ^alv:)- 
tion.  So  you  may  see  it  anion^  per*or.s  oi'  middle  a^e ;  and 
with  many  advanced  in  yeais.  and  nlion  tliey  certainly  dran 
near  to  the  grave.  Yet  Ilicse  same  person*  will  seem  to  .u- 
knowledge,  that  the  greater  part  oi*  men  l;o  ;o  hell,  and  siiiler 
eternal  misery. and  this  through  CArol«*noM  about  it.  However, 
they  will  do  "the  same.  How  strange  is  it,  that  men  can  enjoy 
themselves,  and  he  at  rvst.  when  they  aro  thus  haniring  over  eter- 
nal burnings;  at  the  same  time  having  no  lease  oi' their  lives,  and 
not  knowing  howsoon  the  thread  hy  which  they  han^  will  break. 
Dor.  indeed,  do  ihey  pretend  to  know :  and  it'  it  bn.ik^.  ihey  are 
gone,  Ihey  are  lost  for  ever,  and  there  is  no  remedy  *  Vet  they 
trouble  not  themselves  much  about  it :  nor  will  they  hearken 
to  those  who  cry  to  them,  and  entreat  them  to  take  care  for 
them<telves,  and  labour  to  get  out  uf  that  dangerous  condition : 
tiiey  are  not  willing  to  take  so  much  pains :  they  choose  not  to 
he  diverted  from  amusing  theiasclves  with  toys  and  canities, 
Tims,  well  might  the  wise  man  say.  Eccles.  ixi  ?.  '■  The  bean. 
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of  the  sous  of  men  is  full  of  evil. .  Madness  is  in  tlieir  heart 
white  they  live ;  and,  after  that,  Ihejr  go  to  the  dead."  How 
much  wiacr  are  those  few,  who  make  it  their  main  biisincis  to 
lay  a  foundation  for  eternity,  to  secure  their  salvation  '. 

2.  I  shall  improve  this  subject  in  an  use  of  exhortation 
to  sinners,  to  take  care  to  escape  these  eternal  torments.  If 
they  be  eternal,  one  would  think  that  would  be  enough  to 
awaken  your  concern,  and  excite  your  diligence.  If  the  pu- 
nishment be  eternal,  it  is  inGoite,  as  we  ssid  before  ;  and,  there- 
fore, no  otiier  evil,  no  death,  no  temporary  torment,  that  ever 
yon  heard  of,  or  that  you  can  imagine,  is  any  thing  in  compan> 
son  with  it,  but  is  as  much  less  and  less  considerfiblc,  not  only 
as  a  grain  of  sand  is  less  than  (he  whole  universe,  but  as  it  is 
less  than  the  boundless  space  which  encompasees  the  universe- 
Therefore  here, 

(I.)  Be  entreated  to  consider  attentively  how  great  and 
awful  a  thing  eternity  is.  Although  you  cannot  comprehend 
it  the  more  by  considering,  yet  you  may  be  made  more  sensible 
that  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  disr^arded.  Do  but  consider  what 
it  is  to  fiuficr  extreme  torment  for  ever  and  ever;  to  suffer  it 
day  and  night,  from  one  year  to  another,  from  one  age  to  ano- 
ther, and  from  one  thousand  ages  to  another,  and  so  adding 
age  to  age,  and  thousands  to  thousands,  ia  pain,  in  wailing  and 
lamenting,  groaning  and  shrieking,  and  gnashing  your  teeth ; 
with  your  eouls  full  of  dreadful  grief  and  amazcnieat,  with 
your  bodies,  and  every  member  full  of  racking  torture,  without 
any  possibility  of  getting  case  ;  without  any  possibility  of 
moving  God  to  pity  by  your  cries ;  without  any  possibility  of 
hiding  yourselves  from  him;  without  any  possibility  of  diverting 
your  llioughls  from  your  pain  ;  without  any  possibility  of  ob- 
taining any  manner  of  mitigation,  or  help,  or  change  for  the 
better. 

(2.)  Do  but  consider  how  dreadful  despair  will  be  in  such 
torment.  How  dismal  will  it  be,  when  you  are  under  these 
racking  torments,  to  know  assuredly  that  you  never,  never 
ehall  be  delivered  from  them  ;  to  have  no  hope:  when  you 
shall  wish  that  you  might  but  he  turned  into  nothing,  but  shall 
hare  no  hope  of  it ;  when  you  shall  wish  that  you  might  be 
turned  into  a  toad  or  a  serpent,  but  shall  have  no  hope  of  il ;  whca 
you  would  rejoice,  if  you  might  but  have  any  relief,  after  yoii 
shall  have  endured  these  torments  millions  of  ages,  but  shall, 
have  no  hope  of  it.  After  you  shall  have  worn  out  the  age  of 
the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  in  your  dolorous  groans  and  lamen- 
tations, without  rest  day  and  night,  or  one  minute's  ease,  yet 
you  ihall  have  no  hope  of  ever  being  delivered  ;  after  you  shall 
hare  worn  out  a  thousand  more  such  ages,  you  shall  Imvc  no 
hope,  but  shall  know  that  you  are  not  one  whit  nearer  to  the 
end  of  your  tonnents:  hut  that  still  there  are  the  same  grotoit 
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the  Msie  shfK^  the  same  dolefol  cries,  incessantly  lo  be  madr 
hj  jon,  ind  ti»t  the  smoke  of  your  tonncnt  shall  still  ascend  ap 
lor  ever  and  erer.  Your  soul?,  which  shall  hnvc  been  agitated 
with  the  wrath  of  God  all  this  while  will  Mill  cxiit  to  bear 
more  wraUi ;  your  bodies  which  shall  have  been  burning  all 
this  while  in  these  glowing  flsmcs,  ehull  not  have  been  con- 
sumed, bat  will  remain  to  roast  through  eternity,  which  irill 
not  hare  been  at  all  shortened  by  what  shall  have  brrn  past. 

Yoa  may  by  considering  make  yourselves  more  sensible 
than  yon  ordinaiilj  are ;  but  it  is  a  little  you  can  conceive  of 
what  it  is  to  have  no  hope  in  such  torments.  How  sinking 
woold  it  be  to  you,  to  endure  sueh  pain  as  you  have  felt  in  this 
world,  without  any  hopes,  and  to  know  that  you  never  should 
he  deUvered  from  it,  nor  have  one  minute's  rest!  You  can  now 
scarcely  conceive  bow  doleful  that  would  be.  How  much 
more  to  endure  the  vast  weight  of  the  wrath  of  God  without 
hope !  The  more  the  damned  in  bell  think  of  the  eternity  of 
their  torments,  the  more  amazing  will  it  appear  (u  them  ;  and 
alas !  they  will  not  be  able  to  keep  it  out  of  tlicir  minds.  Their 
tortures  will  not  divert  them  from  it,  but  will  tix  their  attention 
to  it  O  how  dreadful  will  eternity  appear  to  them  after  they 
dull  hare  been  thinking  on  it  for  ages  together,  nnd  shall  have 
so  long  an  experience  of  their  torments !  The  damned  in  hell 
will  have  two  infinites  perpetually  to  amaze  them,  and  swallow 
them  np ;  One  is  an  infinite  God,  whose  wrath  they  will  bear, 
and  in  whom  they  will  behold  their  perfect  and  irrcconcilablo 
enemy.     The  other  is  the  infinite  duration  of  their  torment. 

If  it  were  possihle  for  the  damned  in  hell  to  have  a  com. 
prehensive  knowledge  of  eternity,  their  sorrow  nnd  grief  would 
be  infinite  in  degree.  The  comprehensive  view  of  so  much 
sorrow,  which  they  must  endure,  would  cause  infinite  grief  for 
the  present.  Though  they  will  not  have  a  comprehensive 
knowled^  of  it  yet  they  will  doobtless  have  a  vastly  more  lively 
and  stroDg  apprehension  of  it  than  we  can  have  in  this  world. 
Their  torments  will  give  them  an  impression  of  it. — A  man  in 
his  present  state,  without  any  enlargement  of  hia  capacity,  would 
have  a  vastly  more  lively  impression  of  eternity  than  he  has,  if 
he  were  only  under  some  pretty  sharp  pain  in  some  member  of 
his  body,  and  were  at  the  same  time  assured,  that  he  must 
endure  that  pain  for  ever.  His  pain  would  give  him  a  greater 
sense  of  eternity  than  other  men  have.  How  mnch  more  will 
those  excruciating  torments  which  the  damned  will  suffer,  have 
this  effect  I 

Besides,  their  capacity  will  probably  be  enlarged,  Ihcir 
tinderatan^Dgs  will  be  quicker  and  stronger  in  a  future  state  ; 
and  God  caD  ^ve  them  as  great  a  sense  and  as  strong  an  im. 
preasioQ  of  eternity,  as  he  pleases,  to  increase  their  grief  and 
torment. — O  be  entreated,  ve  Uiat  are  in  a  Christlcss  stale,  and 
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arc  going  on  in  a  way  to  hell ;  that  are  daily  exposed  to  damDa* 
tion,  to  consider  these  things.  If  you  do  not,  it  will  surely  be 
but  a  little  while  before  you  will  experience  them,  and  then  you 
will  know  ho«v  dreadful  it  is  to  despair  in  hell ;  and  it  may  be 
before  this  year,  or  this  month,  or  this  week,  is  at  an  end ;  before 
another  sabbath,  or  ever  you  shall  have  opportunity  to  hear 
another  sermon. 

(3.)  That  you  may  efiectually  escape  these  dreadful  and 
eternal  torments,  be  entreated  to  flee  and  embrace  him  who 
came  into  the  world  for  the  very  end  of  saving  sinners  from  these 
torments,  who  has  paid  the  whole  debt  due  to  the  divine  law, 
and  exhausted  eternal  in  temporal  sufferings.  What  great  en- 
couragement is  it  to  those  of  you  who  are  sensible  that  you  are 
exposed  to  eternal  punishment,  that  there  is  a  Saviour  provided, 
who  is  able  and  who  freely  offers  to  save  you  from  that  punish- 
ment, and  that  in  a  way  which  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
glory  of  God,  yea,  which  is  more  to  the  glory  of  God  than  it 
would  be  if  you  should  suffer  the  eternal  punishment  of  hell. 
For  if  you  should  suffer  that  punishment,  you  would  never  pay 
the  whole  of  the  debt.  Those  who  are  sent  to  hell  never  will 
have  paid  the  whole  of  the  debt  which  they  owe  to  God,  nor 
indeed  a  part  which  bears  any  proportion  to  the  whole.  They 
never  will  have  paid  a  part  which  bears  so  great  a  proportion  to 
the  whole,  as  one  mite  to  ten  thousand  talents.  Justice  there- 
fore never  can  be  actually  satisfied  in  your  damnation  ;  but  it  is 
actually  satisfied  in  Christ.  Therefore  he  is  accepted  of  the 
Father,  and  therefore  all  who  believe  are  accepted  and  justified 
in  him.  Therefore  believe  in  him,  come  to  him,  commit  your 
souls  to  him  to  be  saved  by  him.  In  him  you  shall  be  safe  from 
the  eternal  torments  of  hell.  Nor  is  that  all :  but  through  him 
you  shall  inherit  inconceivable  blessedness  and  glory,  which 
will  be  of  equal  duration  with  the  torments  of  hell.  For,  as  at 
the  last  day  the  wicked  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punish- 
ment, so  shall  the  righteous,  or  those  who  trust  in  Christ,  go 
into  life  eternal. 


SERMON  XII.* 

THB  PEACE  WHKU  CBRWt  GIVES  HIS  TRCE  FOLLOWERS. 


Peace  litatc  withgou,  my  peace  I  gi:e  untoynu:  ho(  as  ti.-: 
irorld  ghclh,  givt  I  unto  i/ou. 

Tresc  wordi  are  a  paitofa  most  alTectioDate  and  afiecliog 
(liscourae  tfaat  Cbiist  had  vith  his  disciplts  the  same  evening 
in  which  he  was  betrayed,  knowing  that  he  was  to  be  crucitied 
the  next  day.  This  discourse  b^iis  with  the  31st  verse  of 
tfie  13th,  and  is  continued  to  the  end  of  the  I6ih  chapter. 
Christ  b^an  his  discourse  after  he  partook  of  the  passovcr 
#itti  them,  after  he  had  instituted  and  administered  the  sacra- 
ment oi*  the  supper,  and  afler  Judas  was  gone  out,  and  none 
were  left  but  his  true  and  faithful  disciples;  whom  he  now 
addrewea  as  hrs  dear  children.  This  was  the  last  discourse 
tttat  Christ  had  with  them  before  his  death.  As  it  was  his 
parting  discourse,  and,  as  it  were  his  dying  discourse,  so  it  is 
on  many  accounts  the  most  remarkable  we  have  recorded  in 
our  Biblea. 

It  is  evident  this  discourse  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  disciples ;  and  we  may  suppose  that  it  did  so; 
in  a  special  manner,  on  the  mind  of  John  the  beloved  dii^ciplc. 
whose  heart  was  especially  full  of  love  to  him.  and  who  had 
just  then  been  leaning  on  his  bosom.  In  this  discourse  Christ 
bad  told  Eiis  dear  disciples  that  he  was  going  away,  which  filled 
them  with  sorrow  and  heaviness.  The  words  of  the  test  ar<: 
given  to  comfort  them,  and  to  relieve  their  sorrow.  He  sun- 
ports  Ibem  with  the  promise  of  that  peace  which  he  would 
leave  with  them,  and  which  they  would  have  in  him  and  with 
htm.  when  he  was  gme. 

*  Dated.  Augnit  IT?) 
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This  promise  he  delivers  in  three  emphetical  expressions 
which  illustrate  one  another.  "  Peace  1  leave  with  you."  As 
much  as  to  say,  though  1  am  going  away,  yet  i  will  not  take 
all  comfort  away  with  me.  While  I  have  been  with  you,  I 
have  been  your  support  and  comfort,  and  you  have  had  peace 
in  me  in  the  midst  of  the  losses  you  have  sustained,  and  trou- 
bles you  have  met  nith  from  this  evil  generation.  This  peace 
1  will  not  take  from  you,  but  leave  it  with  you  in  a.  more  AiU 
possession. 

"My  peace  I  give  unto  you."  Christ  by  calling  it  Iris 
peace,  signihes  two  things. 

1.  That  it  was  his  own,  that  which  he  bad  to  give.  It 
was  the  peculiar  benefit  that  he  had  to  bestow  oa  hi^  children, 
now  he  was  about  to  leave  the  world  as  to  his  human  preseDce. 
Silver  and  gold  he  had  none:  for,  while  in  bis  state  of 
humiliation  he  was  poor.  The  foxes  had  holes,  and  the  birds 
of  the  air  had  nests :  but  the  Son  of  man  had  not  where  to  lay 
hia  head:  Luke  ix.  58.  He  had  no  earthly  estate  to  leave  (a 
his  disciples,  who  were  as  it  were  his  family :  but  he  had  peace 
to  give  them. 

2.  It  was  kh  peace  that  he  gave  them;  as  it  was  the 
same  kind  of  peace  which  he  himself  enjoyed.  The  same 
excellent  and  divine  peace  which  he  ever  had  in  God,  and 
which  he  was  about  to  receive  in  his  exalted  state  in  a  vastly 
greater  perfection  and  fulness:  for  the  happineea  CbriM  gives 
to  his  people,  is  a  participation  of  his  own  happiness :  agree- 
able to  chapter  xv.  II.  "  These  things  have  1  said  milo  yoo, 
that  my  joy  might  remain  in  you."  Aud  in  his  prayer  wilh 
his  disciples  at  the  conclusion  of  [his  discourse,  chapter  xvii.  IX 
"And  now  come  I  to  thee,  and  thestt  things  1  speak  in  tJle 
world,  that  they  might  have  my  joy  fulfilled  in  themaelvcu" 
And  verse  22.  "  And  the  glory  which  thou  gavest  mo,  I  har* 
given  them." 

Christ  here  alludes  to  men  making  their  wills  before  deatk. 
When  parents  are  about  to  leave  their  children  by  deatlt,  ihey 
are  wont  in  their  last  will  and  testament  to  give  them  tho* 
estate ;  that  estate  which  they  themselves  were  wont  to  poucit 
and  enjoy.  So  it  was  wilh  Christ  when  ho  was  about  to  laavo 
the  world,  with  rexpoct  to  the  peace  which  he  gave  his  disciples ; 
only  wilh  this  dilTerence,  that  earthly  parents,  when  they  dit^ 
though  they  leave  the  same  estate  to  their  children  which  they 
themselves  heretofore  enjoyed  ;  yet  when  the  children  come  to 
the  full  povscBsion  of  it,  they  enjoy  it  no  more  ;  the  parents  do 
not  enjoy  it  with  their  children.  Thetimcof  thefuH  posscsamn 
of  parents  and  children  is  not  together.  Whereas  with  respoct 
to  Christ's  peace,  he  did  not  only  possess  it  himself  hclorc  Imb 
death,   when   ho   be(|uealhed  it  (o    his   disciples:    but    ntsn 
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aftenrards  more  fuUjr :  bo  that  they  were  received  to  posKss  it 
mOi  him. 

The  tbiid  and  liat  eipression  is,  "  »o(  as  tht  morldgivtth, 
gize  I  wUo  you-^'  Whicb  it  as  much  as  to  eaVt  my  gilu  and 
legacies,  now  1  am  going  to  leave  the  world,  are  not  like 
those  which  (he  rich  and  great  men  of  the  world  are  wont  to 
leave  to  their  heirs  when  tbej  die.  They  bequeath  to  their 
children  their  worldly  posEessions  ;  and  it  may  be,  vast  treasures 
of  silver  and  gold,  and  Aometimes  an  earthly  kingdom.  But 
the  thing  that  1  give  you,  is  my  peace,  a  vastly  diScrent  thine 
from  what  they  are  wont  to  give,  and  which  cannot  be  obtained 
by  all  that  they  can  bestow,  or  their  children  inherit  from 
them. 


DOCTRINE. 

That  peace  which  Christ,  when  he  died,  lell  as  a  legacy 
to  all  his  true  saints,  is  very  diSerent  from  all  those  things 
wluchthe  men  of  this  world  bequeath  to  their  children,  whe» 
they  die. 

I.  Christ  at  his  death  made  over  Uie  blessings  of  the  new 
COTenant  to  believers,  as  it  were  in  a  will  or  testament. 

II.  A  great  blessing  that  Christ  made  over  to  believers  in 
this  his  testament  was  his  peace. 

III.  This  legacy  of  Christ  is  exceedingly  diverse  from  all 
that  any  of  the  men  of  this  world  ever  leave  to  their  children 
when  they  die. 

I.  Christ  at  his  death  made  over  the  blessings  of  the  new 
covenant  to  believers,  as  it  were  in  a  will  or  testament. 

The  new  covenant  is  represented  by  the  apostle  as  Christ's 
last  will  and  testament.  Heb.  iz.  15,  16.  "And  for  this 
cause  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  New  Testament,  that  by 
means  of  death,  for  the  redemption  of  the  transgressions  that 
were  under  the  first  testament,  they  which  are  called  might 
receive  the  promise  of  eternal  inheritance.  For  where  a  testa- 
ment is,  there  must  also  of  necessity  be  the  death  of  the 
testator."  What  men  convey  by  their  will  or  testament,  is 
&eir  own  estate.  So  Christ  in  the  new  covenant  conveys  to 
believers  his  own  inheritance,  so  far  as  they  are  capable  of 
poneaaing  and  enjoying  it.  They  have  that  eternal  life  given 
to  them  in  their  measure,  which  Christ  himself  posscBfles. 
Tbe^  live  in  him,  and  with  him,  and  by  a  participation  of 
his  life.  Becaute  he  tives,  thty  live  also.  They  innerit  his 
Ungdom :  the  same  kingdom  wbich  the  Father  appointed  unto 
him.     Luke  zxii.  S9.  *' And  I  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom,  a;; 
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mj  Father  hath  appointed  unto  me.^'  They  shall  reign  on  hitf 
throne,  Rev.  iii.  21.  They  have  his  glory  given  to  them. 
John  xvii.  And  because  all  things  are  Cnrist^s,  so  in  Christ  all 
things  are  the  saints^  1  Cor.  iii.  21,  22. 

Men  in  their  wills  or  testaments  most  commonly  give  their 
estates  to  their  children :  so  believers  are  in  scriptu&e  repre- 
sented as  Christ^s  children.  Heb.  ii.  13.  ^'Behold,  1,  and 
the  children  which  God  hath  given  me.^^  Men  most  com- 
monly make  their  wills  a  little  before  their  death :  so  Christ 
did,  in  a  very  special  and  solemn  manner,  make  over  and  con- 
firm to  his  disciples  the  blessings  of  the  new  covenant,  on  the 
evening  before  the  day  of  his  crucifixion,  in  that  discourse  of 
which  my  text  is  a  part.  The  promises  of  the  new  covenant 
were  never  so  particularly  expressed,  and  so  solemnly  given 
forth  by  Christ  in  all  the  time  that  he  was  upon  earth,  as  in 
this  discourse.  Christ  promises  them  mansions  in  his  Fatber^s 
house,  chapter  xiv.  1,2,  3.  Here  he  promises  them  whatever 
blessings  they  should  need  and  ask  in  his  name.  Chapter  xv. 
7.  xvi.  23,  24.  Here  he  more  solemnly  and  fully  than  any 
where  else,  gives  forth  and  confirms  the  promise  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  is  the  sum  of  the  blessings  of  the  covenant  of 
grace.     Chap.   xiv.   18.  xvii.  26.   xv.  25.  xvi.  7.     Here  he 

!>romises  them  his  own  and  his  Father^s  gracious  presence  and 
avour.  Chapter  xiv.  18.  xix.  20,  21.  Here  he  promises 
them  peace,  as  in  the  text.  Here  he  promises  them  his  joy. 
Chapter  xv.  11.  Here  he  promises  grace  to  bring  forth  holy 
fruits.  Chapter  XV.  16.  And  victory  over  the  world.  Chap- 
ter xvi.  33.  And  indeed  there  seems  to  be  no  where  else  so 
full  and  complete  an  edition  of  the  covenant  of  grace  in  the 
whole  Bible,  as  in  this  dying  discourse  of  Christ  with  bis  eleven 
true  disciples. 

This  covenant  between  Christ  and  his  children  is  like  a 
will  or  testament  also  in  this  respect,  that  it  becomes  effectual, 
and  a  way  is  made  for  putting  it  in  execution  no  other  way 
than  by  his  death ;  as  the  apostle  observes,  it  is  with  a  will  or 
testament  among  men.  *^  For  a  testament  is  of  force  after 
men  are  dead.^'  Heb.  ix.  17.  For  though  the  covenant  of 
grace  indeed  was  of  force  before  the  death  of  Christ,  yet  it 
was  of  force  no  otherwise  than  by  hi:*  death :  so  that  his  death 
then  did  virtually  intervene;  being  already  undertaken  and 
engaged.  As  a  man's  heirs  come  by  the  legacies  bequeathed 
to  them  no  otherwise  than  by  the  death  of  the  testator,  so  men 
come  by  the  spiritual  and  eternal  inheritance  no  otherwise  than 
by  the  death  of  Christ.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  death  of 
Christ  they  never  could  have  obtained  it. 

II.  A  great  blessing  that  Christ  in  his  testament  hath 
bequeathed  to  his  true  followers,  is  his  peace*     Here  are  two 
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things  that  I  would  observe  particularly^  n'r.  That  Christ  hath 
bequeathed  to  belieFers  true  peace ;  and  then,  that  the  peace 
he  has  given  them  is  his  peace. 

1.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  bcaucathed  true  peace  and 
comfort  to  his  followers.  Christ  is  called  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
Isaiah  ix.  6.  And  when  he  was  bom  into  the  world,  the  angels 
on  that  joyful  and  wonderful  occasion  sang,  Glory  to  God  in 
the  highest,  on  earth  peace ;  because  of  that  peace  which  he 
should  procure  for,  and  bestow  on  the  children  of  men ;  peace 
with  God,  and  peace  one  with  another,  and  tranquillity  and 
peace  within  themselves :  which  last  is  especially  the  benefit 
spoken  of  in  the  text.  This  Christ  has  procured  for  his  fol- 
lowers, and  laid  a  foundation  for  their  enjoyment  of  it,  in  that 
he  has  procured  for  .them  the  other  two,  viz.  peace  with  God, 
and  one  with  another.  He  has  procured  for  them  peace  and 
reconciliation  with  God,  and  his  favour  and  friendship  ;  in  that 
he  satisfied  for  their  sins,  and  laid  a  foundation  for  the  perfect 
removal  of  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  the  forgiveness  of  all  their 
trespasses,  and  wrought  out  for  them  a  perfect  and  glorious 
righteousness,  most  acceptable  to  God,  and  sufficient  to  re- 
commend them  to  God's  full  acceptance,  to  the  adoption  of 
children,  and  to  the  eternal  fruits  of  his  fatherly  kindness. 

By  these  means  true  saints  are  brought  into  a  state  of 
fireedom  from  condemnation,  and  all  the  curses  of  the  law  of 
God.  Rom.  viii.  34.  '^  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?''  And 
by  these  means  they  are  safe  from  that  dreadful  and  eternal 
miseiy  to  which  naturally  they  are  exposed,  and  are  set  on  high 
out  of  the  reach  of  all  their  enemies,  so  that  the  gates  of  hell 
and  powers  of  darkness  can  never  destroy  them ;  nor  can 
wicked  men,  thoush  they  may  persecute,  ever  hurt  them. 
Rom.  viii.  31.  'Mf  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ?^^ 
Numb,  xxiii.  8.  ^^How  shall  I  curse  whom  God  hath  not 
cursed.^^  Verse  23.  ^^  There  is  no  enchantment  against  Jacob, 
neither  is  there  any  divination  against  Israel.^'  By  these 
means  they  are  out  of  the  reach  of  death,  John  vi.  4.  ix.  50, 
51.  ^^  This  is  the  bread  which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  that 
a  man  may  eat  thereof  and  not  die.'^  By  these  means,  death 
with  respect  to  them  has  lost  its  sting,  and  is  no  more  worthy 
of  the  name  of  death.  1  Cor.  xv.  55.  "  O  death,  where  is 
thy  sting  ?^^  By  these  means  they  have  no  need  to  be  afraid  of 
the  day  of  judgment,  when  the  heavens  and  earth  shall  be  dis- 
solved. Psalm  xlvi.  1,2.  "  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a 
very  present  help  in  trouble.  Therefore  will  not  we  fear, 
though  the  earth  be  removed  :  and  though  the  mountains  be 
carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea.^^  Yea,  a  true  saint  has 
reason  to  be  at  rest  in  an  assurance,  that  nothing  can  separate 
him  from  the  love  of  God.    Rom.  viii.  38,  39. 
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Thus  he  tbat  is  in  Christ iaio  a.  safe  refuge  from  every  UuQg 
that  might  disturb  him ;  Isa.  xxxii.  2.  "  And  a  man  shall  be  as  an 
hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempest : 
as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  ' 
rock  in  a  weary  Jand."  "  And  hence  they  that  dwell  in  Clirist 
have  that  promise  fullilled  to  them  which  wc  have  in  the  ISth 
verse  of  the  same  chapter:  "And  my  people  shall  dwell  in  a 
peaceable  habitation,  and  in  sure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet  rest- 
ing places." 

And  the  true  followers  of  Christ  have  not  only  ground  of 
rest  and  peace  of  soul,  by  reason  of  their  safety  from  evil,  bat- 
on account  of  their  sure  title  and  certain  enjoyment  of  all  fliat 
good  which  they  stand  in  need  of,  living,  dying,  and  through 
all  eternity.  They  are  on  a  sure  foundation  for  happiness,  arc 
built  on  a  rock  that  can  never  be  moved,  and  have  a  fountain 
that  is  sufficient,  and  can  never  be  exhausted.  The  covenant 
is  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure,  and  God  has  passed  his  word  , 
and  oath,  "  That  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  ini-  * 
possible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  strong  consolation,  who 
have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before  us." 
The  infinite  Jehovah  is  become  their  God,  who  can  do  every 
thing  for  them.  He  is  their  portion  who  has  an  infinite  fulness 
of  good  in  himself.  "  He  is  their  shield  and  exceeding  great 
reward/'  As  great  a  good  is  made  over  to  them  as  they  can 
desire  or  conceive  of;  and  is  made  as  sure  as  they  can  desire  ; 
Therefore  they  have  rcasou  to  put  their  hearts  at  rest,  and  be 
at  peace  in  their  minds. 

Besides,  he  has  bequeathed  peace  to  the  souls  of  his  peo- 
ple, as  he  has  procured  for  them  and  made  over  to  Uicm*  the 
spirit  of  grace  and  true  hohness ;  which  has  a  natural  tendency 
lo  the  peace  and  quietness  of  the  sou).  It  implies  a  discovery 
and  relish  of  a  suitable  and  sufficient  good.  It  brings  a  person 
into  a  view  of  divine  beauty,  and  to  a  rehsh  of  that  good  which 
is  a  man's  proper  happiness ;  and  so  it  brings  the  soul  to  its 
true  centre.  The  soul  by  this  means  is  brought  to  rest,  and 
ceases  from  restlessly  inquiring,  as  others  do,  who  will  show  us 
any  good ;  and  wandering  (o  and  fro,  like  lost  sheep  seeking 
rest,  and  finding  none.  The  soul  hath  found  him  who  is  the 
apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  and  sits  down  under 
bis  shadow  with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  is  sweet  unto  hit 
taste.  Cant.  >i.  2.  And  thus  tbat  saying  of  Christ  is  fulfilled, 
Johniv.  14.  "Whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall 
give  him  shall  never  thirst.'*  And  besides,  true  grace  naturally 
tends  to  peace  and  quietness,  as  it  settles  things  in  the  soul  in 
their  due  order,  sets  reason  on  the  throne,  and  subjects  tfae 
senses  and  aflcctions  to  its  government,  which  before  were  ap- 
pennost.    Grace  tends  to  tnnDquillity,  as  it  mortifieB  tumoltn- 
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a  and  passions,  subdues  the  eager  and  insatiable  ap- 
petites of  the  leniaal  natare  and  greediness  after  Ifae  vanities  of 
tbe  vorid.  It  mortifies  such  principles  as  hatred,  Tariaacr. 
emulation,  wrath,  enryiogs,  and  the  like,  which  are  a  continual 
Bonrce  of  inward  aneasiness  and  perturbation ;  and  supplies 
those  sweet,  calming,  and  quieting  principles  of  bumilitj, 
meekness,  resignation,  patience,  gentleness,  foi^veness,  and 
sweet  reliance  on  God,  It  also  tends  to  peace,  as  it  fixes'tfae 
aim  of  the  soul  to  a  certain  end ;  so  that  the  soul  is  no  longer 
distracted  and  drawn  by  opposite  ends  to  be  sou^t,  and  oppo- 
site portions  to  be  obtaineid,  and  many  masters  of  contrary 
wills  and  commands  to  be  served ;  but  the  heart  is  fixed  in  the 
choice  of  one  certain,  snfficieot,  and  unfailing  good  :  and  the 
soul's  aim  at  this,  and  hope  of  it,  is  like  an  anchor  that  keeps  ii 
steadfast,  that  it  Rhould  nn  mnrp  hp.  driven  fn  and  fro  by  every 
wind. 

S.  This  peace  which  Christ  lias  left  as  a  legacy  to  his 
true  followers,  is  his  peace.  It  is  the  peace  wbich  himself  en- 
joys. This  is  what  I  take  to  be  principally  intended  in  the 
expression.  It  is  the  peace  that  he  enjoyed  wlule  on  earth,  tii 
bis  state  of  humiliation.  Though  be  was  a  man  of  sorrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  and  was  every  where  bated  and 
persecuted  by  men  ana  devils,  and  had  do  place  of  rest  in  this 
world :  yet  in  God,  his  Father,  he  had  peace.  Wc  read  of 
his  rejoicing  in  spirit,  Luke  z.  21.  So  Christ's  true  disciples, 
though  in  the  world  they  have  tribulation,  yet  in  God  nave 
peace. 

When  Christ  had  finished  his  labours  and  sufferings,  had 
risen  from  the  dead,  and  ascended  into  heaven,  he  entered  into 
his  rest,  a  state  of  most  blessed,  perfect,  and  everlasting  peace ; 
delivered  by  his  own  sufTerings  from  our  imputed  guilt,  acquit- 
ted and  justified  of  tbe  Father  on  his  resurrection.  Having 
obtained  a  perfect  victory  over  all  his  enemies,  he  was  received 
of  his  Father  into  heaven,  the  rest  which  he  had  prepared  for 
faim,  there  to  enjoy  his  heart's  desire  fully  and  perfectly  to  all 
eternity.  And  then  were  those  words  in  the  six  verses  of  the 
21st  Psalm,  which  have  respect  to  Christ,  fulfilled.  This  peace 
and  rest  of  the  Messiah  is  exceeding  glorious.  Isaiah  xi.  10. 
"  And  his  rest  shall  be  glorious."  This  rest  is  what  Christ  has 
procured,  not  only  for  himself,  but  also  his  people,  by  his  death ; 
and  he  hath  bequeathed  it  to  Uiem,  that  they  may  enjoy  it  with 
him,  imperfectly  in  this,  and  perfectly  and  eternally  in  another 
worid. 

That  peace,  which  has  been  described,  and  which  be- 
lievers  enjoy,  is  a  participation  of  the  peace  which  their 
glorious  l^id  and  Master  himself  enjoys,  by  virtue  of  the  same 
blood  by  which  Christ  himself  has  entered  mto  rest-  It  is  in  a 
participation  of  this  same  justification:  for  believers  are  justified 
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with  Christ.    As  he  was  justified  when  he  rose  from  the  dead,  ", 

andas  he  was  made  free  from  our  guilt,  which  hchad  as  our  surety,  i 

so  bcHevera  are  justified  in  him  and  through  him;  as   being  ^ 

accepted  of  God  m  the  same  righteousness.     It  is  in  the  favour 

of  the  same  God  and  heavenlj'  Father  that  they  enjoy  peace.  -' 

"  I  ascend  to  my  Father  and  your  Father,  to  my  God  and  your 

God."     It  is  in  a  participation  of  the  sanrtc  spirit ;  for  believers  ^ 

have  ibe  spirit  of  Christ.     He  had  (he  spirit  given  to  him  not 

by  measure)  and  of  his  fulness  do  ihey  all  receive,  and  grace 

for  grace.     As  ihe  oil  poured  on  the  head  of  Aaron  went  down  .'^ 

to  the  skirts  of  his  garments,  so  the  spirit  poured  on  Christ, 

the  head,  descends  lo  all  liis  members.      It  is  as  partaking  of  .C 

the  same  grace  of  the  spirit  that  believers  enjoy  this  peace ; 

John  i.   16. 

It  is  as  being  united  to  Chiiat,  aa-A  living  hy  a  participation 

of  his  hfe,  as  a  branch  lives  by  Ihe  life  of  the  vine.     It  is  as  i 

partaking  of  the  same  love  of  Godj  John  xvii.  26.  "That  ^. 

the  love  wherewith  thou  hast  loved  me  may  be  in  them." — It  j, 

is  as  having  a  part  with  him  in  his  victory  over  the  same  ene-  • 

mies :  and  also  as  having  an  interest  in  the  same  kind  of  eternal  ' 

rest,  and  peace.     Eph.  ii.  5,  6.  '■  Even  when  we  were  dead  in  " 

sins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Christ. — and  hath  raised  J 

us  up   tc^ether,  and  hath  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  ^ 

places.'*  "^ 

III.  Tliis  legacy  of  Christ  to  hia  true  disciples  is  very 
different  from  all  that  the  men  of  this  world  ever  leave  to  their 
children  when  they  die.  The  men  of  this  world  many  of  them, ." 
when  they  come  to  die,  have  great  estates  to  bequeath  lo  their 
children,  an  abundance  of  the  good  things  of  this  world,  laree 
tracts  of  ground,  perhaps  in  a  fruitful  soil,  covered  with  flocics 
and  herds.  They  sometimes  leave  to  their  children  stately 
mansions,  and  vast  treasures  of  diver,  gold,  jewels,  and  precious 
things,  fetched  from  both  the  Indies,  and  from  every  side  of  the 
globe.  They  leave  them  wherewith  to  live  in  much  state  and 
magnificence,  and  make  a  great  show  among  men,  to  fare  veiy 
sumptuously,  and  swim  in  worldly  pleasures.  Some  have 
crowns,  sceptres,  and  patacea,  and  great  monarchies  to  leave  to 
their  heirs.  But  none  of  these  things  are  to  be  compared  to  that 
blessed  peace  of  Christ  which  he  hath  bequeathed  to  his  true, 
followers.       These  things  are   such  as  God  commonly  in  his 

Srovidence  gives  his  worst  enemies,  those  whom  he  hates  and 
espises  most.  Bui  Christ's  peace  is  a  precious  henc6t,  which 
he  reserves  for  his  peculiar  favourites.  These  worldly  things, 
even  the  best  of  them,  that  the  men  and  princes  of  the  world 
leave  for  their  children,  are  things  which  God  in  his  providence 
tlirowB  out  to  those  whom  he  looks  on  as  dogs;  but  Christ's 
peace  is  the  bread  of  his  childrrn.     All  these  earthly  things  am 
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bat  empty  Bhadowh  which,  however  mec  let  Aeir  hearts  npou 
tfaem,  are  not  bread,  aad  never  can  utisfj  their  iouIb  ;  bat  ttuc 
peace  of  Chriat  ia  a  truly  substaatial  satisfjing  food.  Isaiah 
IT.  3.  None  of  those  things,  if  men  hare  them  to  the  beat 
advantage,  and  in  ever  scr  great  abundance,  can  give  true  peace 
and  rest  to  the  soul,  as  is  abuDdaull^  manifest  not  onl\  in  reason, 
hut  experience  ;  it  being  found  in  all  agec,  that  ihore  who  have 
tiie  most  of  them,  have  commonlj  the  leatt  quietneE?  of  miod. 
It  is  (rue,  there  mav  be  a  kind  of  quietness,  a  false  peace,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  worldly  things ;  men  may  bless  their  ^ouls,  and 
dlink  themselTes  the  only  happy  persons,  and  despi»e  othera  : 
mar  say  to  their  souls,  as  the  rich  man  did,  Luke  lii.  19. 
"  Sou),  Ihou  hast  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years,  take  thine 
ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry.'-  But  Christ's  peace,  which 
be  gives  to  his  true  disciples.  dilTen  from  this  peace  that 
men  may  hare  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  world,  in  the  following 
respects: 

1.  Christ's  peace  is  a  reatonabU  peace  and  rest  of  soul; 
it  is  what  has  its  foundation  in  light  and  knowledge,  in  the 
proper  exercises  of  reason,  and  a  right  view  of  things;  whereas 
the  peace  of  the  world  is  founded  in  blindness  and  delusion. 
The  peace  that  the  people  of  Christ  have,  arises  from  their 
baving  their  eyes  open,  and  seeing  things  as  they  are.  The 
more  they  consider,  and  the  more  ihey  know  of  the  truth  and 
reality  of  things — the  more  they  know  what  is  true  concerning 
themselves,  the  slate  and  condition  they  are  in ;  the  more  they 
know  of  God  and  what  manner  of  being  he  is ;  the  more  certain 
they  are  of  another  world  and  future  judgment,  and  of  the 
truth  of  God's  threatenings  and  promises;  the  more  their  con- 
sciences are  awakened  and  enlightened,  and  the  brighter  and 
tbe  more  searehing  the  lighi — the  more  is  their  peace  estab- 
lished. Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  peace  that  the  men  of 
the  world  have  in  their  worldly  enjoyments  can  subsist  no 
otherwise  than  by  their  being  kept  in  ignorance.  They  must  be 
blindfolded  and  deceived,  otherwise  uiey  can  have  no  peace : 
do  but  let  light  in  upon  their  consciences,  so  that  they  may  look 
about  them,  and  see  what  they  are.  and  what  circumstances  they 
are  in,  and  it  will  at  once  destroy  all  their  quietness  and  com> 
fort.  Their  peace  can  live  no  where  but  in  the  dark.  Light 
tarns  their  ease  into  torment.  The  more  ttiey  kuow  what  is 
true  concerning  God  and  concerning  themselves,  the  more  they 
are  sensible  of  the  truth  concerning  those  enjoyments  which 
they  possess:  and  the  more  they  are  sensible  what  things  now 
are,  and  what  things  are  like  to  be  hereafler,  the  more  will  their 
calm  be  turned  into  a  storm-  The  worldly  man's  peace  cannot 
be  maintained  hut  by  avoiding  consideration  and  reflection.  If 
be  allows  himself  to  think,  and  properly  to  exercise  his  reason, 
it  destroys  his  quielness  and  comfort.    If  he  would  establish  his 
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camal  peace,  it  concerns  him  to  put  out  the  light  of  liu 
mind,  and  turn  beast  as  fast  as  be  can.  The  faculty  of  reason, 
i£  at  Viberty,  proves  a  mortal  enemj  to  his  peace.  It  concerng 
him,  if  he  would  keep  alive  his  peace,  to  stupifj  his  miod  and 
deceiye  hioiBelf,  and  to  imagine  things  to  be  otherwise  than  1  hey 
are.  But  wilh  respect  to  the  peace  which  Christ  gives, 
reason  is  its  great  friend.  The  more  this  faculty  is  exercised, 
the  more  it  is  established.  The  more  they  consider  and  view 
things  with  truth  and  esaclnesa,  the  firmer  is  their  comfort 
and  the  higher  their  joy.  How  vast  a  difference  then  is  there 
between  the  peace  of  a  Christian  and  the  worldling!  How 
miserable  are  they  who  cannot  enjoy  peace  any  otherwise 
than  by  hiding  their  eyes  from  the  light,  and  confining  them- 
selves to  darkness.  Their  peace  is  stupidity  ;  it  is  as  the  ease 
that  a  man  has  who  has  taken  a  dose  of  stupifying  poison, 
the  ease  and  pleasure  that  a  drunkard  may  have  in  a  house  on 
fire  over  bis  bead,  or  the  joy  of  a  distracted  man  in  thinking  that 
be  is  a  king,  though  a  miserable  wretch  confined  in  bedlam. 
Whereas  the  peace  that  Christ  gives  his  true  disciples  is  the 
light  of  life,  something  of  the  tranquillity  of  heaven,  the  peace 
of  (he  celestial  paradise  that  has  the  glory  of  God  to  lighten  it. 

2.  Christ's  peace  is  a  virtuous  and  holy  peace.  The  peace 
that  the  men  of  the  world  enjoy  is  vicious ;  it  is  vile,  depraves 
and  debases  the  mind,  and  makes  men  brutish.  But  the  peace 
that  the  saints  enjoy  in  Christ,  is  not  only  their  comfort,  but  it 
is  a  part  of  their  beauty  and  dignity.  The  Christian  tranquillity, 
rest,  and  joy  of  real  saints,  are  not  only  unspeakable  privileges, 
but  they  are  virtues  and  graces  of  God's  Spirit,  wherein  his 
image  partly  consists.  This  peace  has  its  source  in  those  prin- 
ciples  which  are  in  the  highest  degree  virtuous  and  amiable,  such 
as  poverty  of  spint.  holy  resignation,  trust  in  God,  divine  love, 
meekness,  and  charity  ;  the  escrcise  of  the  blessed  fruits  of 
the  Spirit:  Gal.  v.  23,  33. 

3.  This  peace  greatly  differs  from  that  which  is  enjoyed  by 
the  men  of  the  world,  with  regard  to  its  exquisite  sweetness. 
It  is  a  peace  so  much  above  all  that  natural  men  enjoy  in 
worldly  things,  that  it  surpasses  their  andcrstandiiig  and  con- 
ception. Phil.  iv.  7.  It  is  exquisitely  sweet  and  secure,  because 
it  has  so  firm  a.  foundation,  the  everlasting  rock  that  never 
can  be  moved  ;  because  perfectly  agreeable  to  reason  ;  because 
it  rises  from  hoty  and  divine  principles,  that,  as  they  arc  the 
virtue,  so  are  they  the  proper  happiness  of  men  ;  and  bccauao 
the  greatness  of  the  objective  good  timt  the  saints  enjoy,  is  no 
other  than  the  infinite  bounty  and  fulness  of  that  God  who  is 
the  fountain  of  all  good.     The  fulness  and  perfection  of  thai 

Sirovition  that  is  mmlc  in  Christ  and  the  new  covenant,  19  a 
bundatiou  laid  for  the  saints'  perfect  peace ;  and  this  here- 
aflcr  they  shall  actually  enjoy.     And  though  their  peace  is  not 
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now  perfect,  it  is  not  owing  to  any  defect  in  the  provision 
made^  but  to  their  own  imperfection,  sin  and  darkness.  As  jet, 
they  partly  cleave  to  the  world,  and  seek  peace  from  thence^ 
and  do  not  perfectly  cleave  to  Christ.  Bat  the  more  they  do 
so,  and  the  more  they  see  of  the  provision  made,  and  accept  of 
it,  and  cleave  to  that  alone,  the  nearer  are  they  brought  to  per- 
fect tranquillity.     Isaiah  xxvi.  5. 

4.  The  peace  of  the  Christian  infinitely  differs  from  that 
of  the  worldling,  in  that  it  is  unfailing  and  eternal.  That  peace 
which  carnal  men  have  in  the  things  of  the  world,  is,  accor- 
ding to  the  foundation  upon  which  it  is  built,  of  short  continu- 
ance ;  like  the  comfort  of  a  dream,  I  John  ii.  1  Cor.  vii.  31. 
These  things,  the  best  and  mo6t  durable  of  them*  are  like  bub- 
bles on  the  face  of  the  water;  they  vanish  in  a  moment. 
Hos.  X.  7. — But  the  foundation  of  the  Christianas  peace  is  ever- 
lasting: it  is  what  no  time,  no  change,  can  destroy.  It  will 
remain  when  the  body  dies  :  it  will  remain  when  the  mountains 
depart  and  the  hills  shall  be  removed,  and  when  the  heavens 
shall  be  rolled  together  as  a  scroll.  The  fountain  of  his  comfort 
shall  never  be  diminished,  and  the  stream  shall  never  be  dried. 
His  comfort  and  joy  is  a  livine  spring  in  the  souK  a  well  of  water 
springing  up  to  everlasting  life. 

APPLICATION. 

The  use  that  I  would  make  of  this  doctrine,  is  to  improve 
it  as  an  inducement  unto  all  to  forsake  the  world,  no  longer 
seeking  peace  and  rest  in  its  vanities,  and  to  cleave  to  Christ 
and  follow  him.  Happiness  and  rest  are  what  all  men  pumue. 
But  the  things  of  the  world,  wherein  most  men  seek  it,  can  never 
afibrd  it;  they  are  labouring  and  spending  themselves  in  vain. 
But  Christ  invites  you  to  come  to  him,  and  offers  you  this 
peace,  which  he  gives  his  true  followers,  and  that  so  much  excels 
all  that  the  world  can  afford.      Is.  Iv.  3,  3. 

You  that  have  hitherto  spent  your  time  in  the  pursuit  of 
satisfaction  in  the  profit  or  glory  of  the  world,  or  in  the  pleasures 
and  vanities  of  youth,  have  this  day  an  offer  of  that  excellent 
and  everlasting  peace  and  blessedness,  which  Christ  has  pur- 
chased with  the  price  of  his  own  blood.  As  long  as  you  con- 
tinue to  reject  those  offers  and  invitations  of  Christ,  and  con- 
tinue in  a  Christless  condition,  you  never  will  enjoy  any  true 
peace  or  comfort ;  but  will  be  like  the  prodigal,  that  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  be  satisfied  with  the  husks  that  the  swine  did 
cat.  The  wrath  of  God  will  abide  upon,  anddnisery  will  attend 
you,  wherever  you  go,  which  you  never  will  be  able  to  escape. 
Christ  ^yes  peace  to  the  most  sinful  and  miserable  that  come 
to  him.  He  heals  the  broken  in  heart,  and  hindetb  up  their 
wounds.    Bot  it  is  impossible  that  tbey  ehonld  bare  p 
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while  tbey  continue  in  their  sins.  Isaiah  Ivii.  19,  ,  ^ 
There  i§  do  peace  between  God  and  them  ;  for,  as  they  bSvl 
the  guilt  of  sin  remaining  in  their  »onls,  and  are  under  its  domi- 
nion, so  God's  indignation  continualiy  burns  agninst  them,  and 
therefore  they  travail  in  pain  all  their  days.  While  you  continue 
in  such  a  state,  yon  live  in  dreadful  uncertainty  what  will 
beciimo  of  you.  and  in  continual  danger.  When  you  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  Ihings  most  pleasing  to  you,  where  your  heart  is 
best  suited,  and  mo^t  cheerful,  yet  you  are  in  a  state  of  con* 
demnation.  You  hang  over  the  infernal  pit.  with  the  sword  of 
di  viae  vengeance  hangingover  your  head,  having  no  security  one 
moment  from  utter  and  remediless  de?trncttoD.  What  reasonable 
peace  can  any  one  enjoy  in  such  a  state  as  this.  What  though 
you  clothe  him  in  gorgeous  apparel,  or  set  him  on  a  throne,  or 
at  a  prince's  table  and  feed  him  with  the  rarest  dainties  the 
earth  airords :  how  miserable  Is  the  ease  and  cheerfulness  that 
such  have  !  what  a  poor  kind  of  comfort  and  joy  is  it  that  such 
take  in  their  wealth  and  pleasures  for  a  moment,  while  they  are 
the  prisoners  of  divine  justice,  and  wretched  captives  of  the 
devil .'  They  have  none  to  befriend  tliem,  being  without  Christ, 
aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  strangers  from  the 
covenant  of  promise,  having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the 
world! 

1  invite  you  now  to  a  better  portion.  There  are  better 
thingF  provided  for  the  sinful,  miserable  children  of  men.  There 
is  a  surer  comfort  and  more  durable  peace  :  comfort  thai  you 
may  enjoy  in  a  state  of  safety,  and  on  a  sure  foundation  :  a  peace 
and  rest  that  you  may  enjoy  with  reason,  and  with  your  eyes 
open.  Vou  may  have  all  your  sins  forgiven,  your  greatest  and 
most  aggravated  transgressions  blotted  out  as  a  cloud,  and  buried 
as  in  the  depth?  of  the  sea,  that  they  never  may  be  found  more. 
And  being  not  only  forgiven,  but  accepted  to  favour,  you 
become  the  nbjecls  of  God^s  complacency  and  delight ;  being 
taken  into  God's  family,  and  made  his  children,  you  may  have 
good  evidence  that  your  names  were  written  on  the  heart  of 
Christ  before  the  world  was  made,  and  that  you  have  an  interest 
in  that  covenant  of  grace  that  is  welt  ordered  in  all  Ihings  and 
sure ;  wherein  is  promised  no  less  than  life  and  immortality,  so 
I  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefilcd,  a  crown  of  glory  that 
'  liideth  not  away.  Being  in  such  circumstances,  nothing  shall  be 
able  lo  prevent  your  being  happy  to  all  eternity  ;  having  for  the 
foundation  of  your  hope,  that  love  of  God  which  is  from 
eternity  to  eternity  :  and  his  promise  and  oath,  and  his  omni- 
potent power,  things  intinitely  firmer  than  mountains  of  brass. 
The  mountains  shwll  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  yea.  the 
heavens  shall  vanish  away,  like  smoke,  and  the  earth  shall  wax 
old  like  a  garment,  yet  these  Ihipgs  will  aever  be  abolished. 
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la  such  a  lOte  as  U^  VM  viii  hue  a  ti 
utd  rest  throa^  all  chiigei;.  mi  in  dates  oi  die  greuest  mitoi 
and  oatvard  cahmin'  he  Aeicoied  MMn  all  ttoTms.  «■<  nrcB 
above  the  floods ;  Palm  xxxii.  6:.  T.  And  toq  shall  be  ai  peace 
with  emy  thiu^.  aod  God  will  make  aQ  bb  crcuam  duM^faoa: 
all  parte  of  bis  domiaioa.  to  beftieod  yon :  Jobr.  19.  H~ — 
Von  need  sot  be  afnid  ot  am  ifaiag  thu  jaar  entnie*  can  do 
uDlo  TOO ;  INslm  iii.  5,  6.  Those  tbii^  diat  are  oov  most 
terrible  to  7«a.  xh.  death,  judgment,  and  etenutr,  will  then  be 
most  comfortable,  the  nmt  iwcct  and  pleasant  objects  of  yoor 
conlemplation ;  at  least  there  will  be  reasoo  diat  they  should  be 
so.  Hearken  therefore  lo  the  fnendlj  cooosel  dnt  is  preo  tou 
(his  daj,  bim  jroar  feet  into  the  way  of  peace.  Ansakc  the 
foolish  and  lire ;  foisake  those  tlunp  which  are  do  other  than 
the  devirs  baits,  and  seek  after  tfiis  excellent  peace  and  rest  of 
Jesos  Christ,  that  peace  of  God  which  paasetb  ^  ondeislandiDe. 
Taste  and  see;  never  was  any  disappointed  that  made  a  triu. 
ProT.  xxir.    13,    14.     You  will  not  onlj  find  those  spiiitoal 


comforta  that  Christ  ottm  yon  to  be  of  a  surpassing  ff 
fi>r  the  present,  but  tbey  wUI  he  to  your  sotu  as  the  dawung 
light  that  shines  more  and  more  to  the  perfect  dar  ;  and  the 
issue  of  allwillbeyonrairiraliabearen,  that  land  of  rest,  those 
regions  of  everlastiiig  joy,  where  your  peace  and  happiness  will 
be  perfect,  without  the  least  mixture  of  trouble  or  affliction,  and 
neret  be  interrupted  nor  have  an  end. 


SERMON  XIII« 


THE  PERPETUITY  ANV  CHANGE  OF  THE  SABBATH. 


1  Cor*  XVI*  1,  2. 

JVow  concerning  the  collection  for  the  sainiSy  as  I  have  given 

ordir  to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  so  do  ye.     Upon  the 

first  day  of  the   week^  let  every  one  of  you  lay  hy  him  in 

store,   as  God  hath  prospered  hinij  that  there  be  no  gatherings 

tohen  I  come, 

9 

We  find  in  the  New  Testament  often  mentioned  a  certain 
collection,  which  was  made  by  the  Grecian  churches,  for  the 
brethren  in  Judea,  who  were  reduced  to  pinching  want  by  a 
dearth  which  then  prevailed,  and  was  the  heavier  upon  them 
by  reason  of  their  circumstances,  they  having  been  from  the 
beginning  oppressed  and  persecuted  by  the  unbelieving  Jews. 
This  collection  or  contribution  is  twice  mentioned  in  the  Acts, 
chap.  xi.  21 — 31.  and  xxiv.  17.  It  is  also  noticed  in  several  of 
the  epistles  ;  as  Rom.  xv.  26.  and  Gal.  ii.  10.  But  it  is  most 
largely  insisted  on,  in  these  two  epistles  to  the  Corinthians ;  in 
this  first  epistle,  chap.  xvi.  and  in  the  second  epistle,  chap.  viii. 
and  ix. — The  apostle  begins  the  directions,  which  in  this  place 
he  delivers  concerning  this  matter,  with  the  words  of  the  text ; 
— wherein  we  may  observe, 

1  •  What  is  the  thing  to  be  done  concerning  which  the 
apostle  gives  them  direction, — the  exercise  and  manifestation  of 
their  charity  towards  their  brethren,  by  communicating  to  them, 
for  the  supply  of  their  wants ;  which  was  by  Christ  and  bis 
apostles  often  insisted  on,  as  one  main  duty  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  is  expressly  declared  to  be  so  by  the  apostle  James, 
chapter  i.  27.  '^  rure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and 
the  Father  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their 
affliction*^' 
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i.  We  maj  observe  flic  lime  od  which  the  apostle  directs 
that  this  should  be  done,  vh.  "  on  the  firet  day  of  the  week.'' 
By  the  inspiration  of  the  holy  Ghost  he  insiste  upon  it,  that  it 
be  done  on  such  a  particular  day  of  the  week,  as  if  no  other 
day  would  do  so  well  as  that,  or  were  so  proper  and  fit  a  time 
for  such  a  work. — Thus,  although  the  inspired  apostle  was  not 
for  making  that  distinction  of  days  in  gospel-times,  which  the 
Jews  made,  as  appears  by  Gal.  ir.  10.  "  Ye  observe  days,  and 
months,"  yet,  here  he  gives  the  preference  to  one  day  of  the 
week,  before  any  other,  for  the  performance  of  a  certain  great 
duty  of  Christianity. 

3.  It  may  be  observed,  that  the  apostle  had  given  to  oiker 
churches,  that  were  concerned  in  the  same  duty,  to  do  it  on  the 
first  day  of  the  week  :  "  As  I  have  given  orders  to  the  churches 
of  Galatia,  even  so  do  ye."  Whence  we  may  learn,  that  it  was 
nothing  peculiar  in  the  circumstances  of  the  Christians  at 
Corinth,  which  was  the  reason  why  the  Holy  Ghost  insisted 
that  they  should  perform  this  duty  on  this  day  of  the  week. 
The  apostle  had  given  the  like  orders  to  the  churches  of 
Galatia. 

Now  Galatia  wag  far  distant  from  Corinth  \  the  sea  parted 
them,  and  there  were  several  other  countries  between  them. 
Therefore  it  cannot  be  thought  that  the  Holy  Ghost  directs 
them  to  this  time  upon  any  secular  account,  having  respect  to 
some  particular  circomatances  of  the  people  in  that  city,  but 
upon  a  religious  account.  In.  giving  the  preference  to  this 
day  for  such  work,  before  any  other  day,  he  has  respect  to 
something  which  reached  ail  Christians  Uiroughout  the  wide 
world. 

And  by  olher  pasages  of  the  New  Testament,  we  leam 
that  the  case  was  the  same  as  to  other  exercises  of  religion  ; 
and  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  was  preferred  before  any 
other  day,  in  churches  iomicdiately  under  the  care  of  the  apos- 
tles, for  an  attendance  on  the  exercises  of  religion  in  general. 
Acts  XX.  7.  "  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the  dis- 
ciples came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  unto  them." 
It  seems  by  these  things  to  have  been  among  the  primitive 
Christians  in  the  apostles'  days,  with  respect  to  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  as  it  was  among  the  Jews,  with  respect  to  the 
seventh. 

We  are  taught  by  Christ,  that  the  doing  of  alms  and 
showing  of  mercy  are  proper  works  for  the  sabbath-day.  When 
the  Pharisees  found  fault  with  Christ  for  sutfering  his  disciples 
to  pluck  the  ears  of  corn,  and  eat  on  the  sabbath,  Christ 
corrects  them  with  that  saying,  "  I  will  have  mercy  and  not 
sacrifice ;"  Matt  xii.  7.  And  Christ  teaches  that  worics  of 
mercy  are  properto  be  done  on  the  sabbath,  Luke  xiii.  IS,  16. 
and  liv.  5. — These  woiits  used  to  be  done  on  sacred  festivals. 
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aoildays  of  rejoicing,  under  the  Old  Testament,  as  in  Nelie- 
miah'a  and  Esther's  time  ;  Keh.  viii.  10.  and  Estb-  ix.  19,  32. 
And  Josepbtis  and  Philo,  two  verj  noted  Jews,  who  wrote  not 
long  uf^cr  Christ's  time,  gave  an  account  that  it  was  the  mannei' 
among  the  Jews  on  the  Sabbath,  to  make  collections  for  sacred 
and  pious  use^. 

DOCTRINE. 

It  is  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  that  the  first  day  of  the 
week  should  be  especially  set  apart  among  Christians,  for  reli- 
gious exercises  and  duties. 

That  this  is  the  doctrine  which  the  Holy  Ghost  intended 
lo  teach  us,  by  this  and  some  other  passages  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, I  hope  will  appear  plainly  by  the  sequel.  This  is  a 
doctrine,  that  we  have  been  generally  brought  up  in  by  the  in> 
structiona  and  examples  of  our  ancestors;  and  it  has  been  the 
general  profession  of  (he  Christian  world,  that  this  day  ought 
to  be  religiously  obserred  and  distinguished  from  otiier  days 
of  the  week.  However,  some  deny  it.  Some  refuse  to  take 
notice  of  the  day,  as  diilerent  from  other  days.  Otliers  owd, 
that  it  is  a  laudable  custom  of  the  Christian  church,  into  which 
she  fell  by  agreement,  and  by  appointment  of  her  ordinary 
rulers,  to  set  apart  this  day  for  public  worship.  But  they  deny 
any  other  original  to  such  an  observation  of  the  day,  than  pru- 
denlial  human  appointment-  Others  religiously  observe  the 
Jewish  sabbath,  as  of  perpetual  obligation,  and  that  we  want  a 
foundation  for  determining  that  this  is  abrogated,  and  another 
day  of  the  week  is  appoinled  in  the  room  of  the  seventh. 

All  these  classes  of  men  say,  that  there  is  no  clear  revela- 
lion  that  it  is  the  mind  and  will  of  God  that  the  first  day  of  the 
week  should  be  observed  as  a  day  to  be  set  apart  for  religious 
exercises,  in  the  room  of  the  ancient  sabbath ;  which  there 
ought  to  be,  in  order  lo  the  observation  of  it  by  the  Christian 
church,  as  a  divine  institution-  They  say,  that  we  ought  not 
to  go  upon  the  tradition  of  past  ages,  or  upon  uncertain  and 
far-fetched  inferences  from  some  passages  of  the  history  of  (he 
New  Testament,  or  upon  some  obscure  and  uncertain  hints  in 
the  apostolic  writings;  but  that  we  ought  to  expect  a  plain  iD- 
atitution  ;  which,  they  say,  we  may  conclude  God  would  hafe 
f^ven  us,  if  he  had  designed  that  the  whole  Christian  churcb,in 
all  ages,  should  observe  another  day  of  the  week  for  an  hojy 
sabbath,  than  that  which  was  appointed  of  old  by  plain  and  pou* 
five  instil  ution. 

So  far,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  if  this  be  the  mind  and 
will  of  God,  he  hath  nut  left  the  matter  lo  human  tradition; 
but  hath  so  revealed  his  mind  about  it,  in  his  word,  that  there 
i«  to  bo  found  good  and  substantial  evidence  that  it  is  hifl  mind : 
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and,  doubtless,  the  revelation  is  plain  enough  for  them  that  have 
ears  to  hear ;  that  is,  for  them  that  will  justly  exercise  their  un- 
derstandings about  what  God  says  to  them.  No  Christian, 
therefore,  should  rest  till  he  has  satisfactorily  discovered  the 
mind  of  God  in  this  matter.  If  the  Christian  sabbath  be  of 
divine  institution,  it  is  doubtless  of  great  importance  to  religion 
that  it  be  well  kept ;  and,  therefore,  that  every  Christian  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  institution. 

If  men  take  it  only  upon  trust,  and  keep  the  first  day  of 
the  week  because  their  parents  taught  them  so,  or  because  thej 
see  others  do  it,  they  will  never  be  likely  to  keep  it  so  consci- 
entiously and  strictly,  as  if  they  had  been  convinced  by  seeing 
for  themselves,  that  there  are  good  grounds  in  the  word  of  God 
for  their  practice.  Unless  they  do  see  thus  for  themselves, 
whenever  thev  are  negligent  in  sanctifying  the  sabbath,  or  are 
guilty  of  proraning  it,  their  consciences  will  not  have  that  ad- 
vantage to  smite  them  for  it,  as  otherwise  they  would.  And 
those  who  have  a  sincere  desire  to  obey  God  in  all  things,  will 
keep  the  Sabbath  more  carefully,  and  more  cheerfully,  if  thej 
have  seen  and  been  convinced,  that  therein  they  do  what  is 
according  to  the  will  and  command  of  God,  and  what  is  ac- 
ceptable to  him ;  and  will  also  have  a  great  deal  more  comfort 
in  the  reflection  upon  their  having  carefully  and  painfully  kept 
the  Sabbath. 

Therefore,  I  design  now,  by  the  help  of  God,  to  show,  that 
it  is  sufficiently  revealed  in  the  scriptures,  to  be  the  mind  and 
will  of  God,  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  should  be  distin- 
guished in  the  Christian  church  from  other  days  of  the  week,  as 
a  Sabbath,  to  be  devoted  to  religious  exercises. 

In  order  to  this,  I  shall  here  premise,  that  the  mind  and 
will  of  God,  concerning  any  duty  to  be  performed  by  us,  may 
be  sufficiently  revealed  in  his  word,  without  a  particular  pre- 
cept in  so  many  express  terms,  enjoining  it.  The  human  un- 
derstanding is  the  ear  to  which  the  word  of  God  is  spoken : 
and  if  it  be  so  spoken,  that  that  ear  may  plainly  hear  it,  it  is 
enou^.  God  is  sovereign  as  to  the  manner  of  speaking  his 
mind,  whether  he  will  speak  it  in  express  terms,  or  whether  he 
will  speak  it  by  saying  several  other  things  which  imply  it,  and 
from  which  we  may,  by  comparing  them  together,  plainly  per- 
ceive it.  If  the  mind  of  God  be  but  revealed,  if  there  be  but 
sufficient  means  for  the  communication  of  his  mind  to  our 
minds,  that  is  sufficient;  whether  we  hear  so  many  express 
words  with  our  ears,  or  see  them  in  writing  with  our  eyes ;  or 
whether  we  see  the  thing  that  he  would  signify  to  us^  by  the  eye 
of  reason  and  understanding. 

Who  can  positively  say,  that  if  it  had  been  the  mind  of 
God,  that  we  should  keep  the  first  day  of  the  week,  he  would 
bare  commanded  it  in  express  terms,  as  he  did  the  observation 
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of  the  seventh  day  of  old  ?  Indeed,  if  God  had  so  made  our 
faculties,  that  we  were  not  capable  of  receiving  a  revelation  of 
his  mind  in  any  other  way ;  then  there  would  have  been  some 
reason  to  say  so.  But  God  hath  given  us  such  understandings, 
that  we  are  capable  of  receiving  a  revelation,  when  made  in 
another  manner.  And  if  God  deals  with  us  agreeably  to  oar 
natures,  and  in  a  way  suitable  to  our  capacities,  it  is  enough. 
If  God  discovers  his  mind  in  any  way  whatsoever,  provided 
it  be  according  to  our  faculties,  we  are  obliged  to  obedience ; 
and  God  may  expect  our  notice  and  observance  of  his  reve- 
lation, in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  revealed  it  in  express 
terms. 

I  shall  speak  upon  this  subject  under  these  two  general 
propositions. 

1.  It  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  it  is  the  mind  of  God^  that 
one  day  of  the  week  should  be  devoted  to  rest,  and  to  religious 
exercises,  throughout  all  ages  and  nations. 

2.  It  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  under  the  gospel  dispensation, 
this  day  is  the  first  day  of  the  week. 

I.  Prop.  It  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  it  is  the  mind  of 
God,  that  one  day  of  the  week  should  be  devoted  to  rest,  and 
to  religious  exercises,  throughout  all  ages  and  nations ;  and  not 
only  among  the  ancient  Israelites,  till  Christ  came,  but  even 
in  these  gospel-times,  and  among  all  nations  professing  Chris- 
tianity. 

1.  From  the  consideration  of  the  nature  and  state  of  man- 
kind in  this  world,  it  is  most  consonant  to  human  reason,  that 
certain  fixed  parts  of  time  should  be  set  apart,  to  be  spent  by 
the  church  wholly  in  religious  exercises,  and  in  the  duties  of 
divine  worship.  It  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  all  mankind,  in  all 
ages  alike,  to  worship  and  serve  God.  His  service  should  be 
our  great  business.  It  becomes  us  to  worship  him  with  the 
greatest  devotion  and  engagedness  of  mind  :  and  therefore 
to  put  ourselves,  at  proper  times,  in  such  circumstances,  as 
will  most  contribute  to  render  our  minds  entirely  devoted 
to  this  work,  without  being  diverted  or  interrupted  by  other 
things. 

The  state  of  mankind  in  this  world  is  such,  that  we  arc 
called  to  concern  ourselves  in  secular  business  and  aflfairs, 
which  will  necessarily  in  a  considerable  degree,  take  up  the 
thoughts  and  engage  the  attention  of  the  mind.  However 
some  particular  persons  may  be  in  circumstances  more  free 
and  disengaged ;  yet  the  state  of  mankind  is  such,  that  the 
bulk  of  them,  in  all  ages  and  nations,  are  called  ordinarily  to 
exercise  their  thoughts  about  secular  aflairs,  and  to  follow 
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worldly  business,  which,  in  its  own  nature,  is  remote  from  the 
solemn  duties  of  religion. 

It  is  therefore  most  meet  and  suitable,  that  certain  times 
should  be  set  apart,  upon  which  men  should  be  required  to 
throw  by  all  other  concerns,  that  their  minds  may  be  the  more 
freely  and  entirely  engaged  in  spiritual  exercises,  in  the  duties  of 
religion,  and  in  the  immediate  worship  of  God  ;  and  that  their 
minds  being  disengaged  from  common  concerns,  their  religion 
may  not  be  mixed  with  them. 

It  is  also  suitable  that  these  times  should  be  fixed  and 
settled,  that  the  church  may  agree  therein,  and  that  they  should 
be  the  same  for  all,  that  men  may  not  interrupt  one  another ; 
but  may  rather  assist  one  another  by  mutual  example:  for 
example  has  a  great  influence  in  such  cases.  If  there  be  a  time 
set  apart  for  public  rejoicing,  and  there  be  a  general  manifesta- 
tion of  joy,  the  general  example  seems  to  inspire  men  with  a 
spirit  of  joy ;  one  kindles  another.  So,  if  it  be  a  time  of 
mourning,  and  there  be  general  appearances  and  manifestations 
of  sorrow,  it  naturally  aflects  the  mind,'  it  disposes  it  to  depres- 
sion, it  casts  a  gloom  upon  it,  and  does  as  it  were  dull  and 
deaden  the  spirits. — So  if  a  certain  time  be  set  apart  as  holy 
time,  for  general  devotion,  and  solemn  religious  exercises,  a 
general  example  tends  to  render  the  spirit  serious  and  solemn. 

3.  Without  doubt,  one  proportion  of  time  is  better  and 
litter  than  another  for  this  purpose.  One  proportion  is  more 
suitable  to  the  state  of  mankind,  and  will  have  a  greater  ten- 
dency to  answer  the  ends  of  such  times,  than  another.  The 
times  may  be  too  far  asunder.  I  think  human  reason  is  suffi- 
cient to  discover,  that  it  would  be  too  seldom  for  the  purposes 
of  such  solemn  times,  that  they  should  be  but  once  a  year. 
So,  I  conclude,  nobody  will  deny,  but  that  such  times  may 
be  too  near  together  to  agree  with  the  state  and  necessary 
afiairs  of  mankind. 

Therefore,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  allowing,  that  some 
certain  proportion  of  time,  wbether  we  can  exactly  discover  it 
or  not,  is  really  fittest  and  best— -considering  the  end  for  which 
such  times  are  kept,  and  the  condition,  circumstances,  and 
necessary  affairs  of  men ;  and  considering  what  the  state  of  man 
is,  taking  one  age  and  nation  with  another — more  convenient 
and  suitable  than  any  other ;  which  God  may  know  and  exactly 
determine,  though  we,  by  reason  of  the  scantiness  of  our  under- 
standings, cannot. 

As  a  certain  frequency  of  the  returns  of  these  times  may 
be  more  suitable  than  any  other,  so  one  length  or  continuance 
of  the  times  theitiselves  may  be  fitter  than  another,  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  such  times.  If  such  times,  when  they  come, 
were  to  last  but  an  hour,  it  would  not  well  answer  the  end ;  for 
then  worldly  things  would  crowd  too  nearly  upon  sacred  excr- 
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euea,  ioi  there  would  not  be  that  opportunity  to  get  tlie  t 
so  thoroiighl)'  free  and  disengaged  from  other  things,  aa  there 
would  be,  if  the  times  were  longer.  Being  so  short,  eacred  and 
profane  things  would  be,  as  it  were,  mixed  together.  Therefore, 
a  certain  distance  between  these  times,  and  a  certain  continu* 
ance  of  them  when  they  come,  is  more  proper  than  others ; 
which  God  knows  and  is  able  to  determine,  though  perhaps  we 
cannot. 

3.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  any  other,  than  thatGod's 
working  si\  days,  and  resting  the  seventh,  and  blessing  and 
hallowing  it,  was  to  be  of  general  use  in  determining  this  matter, 
and  that  it  was  written,  that  the  practice  of  mankind  in  general 
might  some  war  or  other  be  regulated  by  it.  What  could  be 
the  meaning  oi  God''a  resting  the  seventh  day,  and  hallowing 
and  blessing  it,  which  he  did,  before  the  giving  of  the  fourtii 
commandment,  unless  he  hallowed  and  blessed  it  with  respect 
to  mankind  ?  For  he  did  not  bless  and  sanctify  it  with  respect 
to  himself,  or  Ihat  he,  within  himself,  might  observe  it :  as  that 
is  most  absurd.  And  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  he 
hallowed  it  only  with  respect  to  the  Jews,  a  particular  nation, 
which  rose  up  about  two  thousand  years  afler. 

So  much,  therefore,  must  be  intended  by  it,  that  it  wa^  his 
mind,  that  mankind  should,  after  his  example,  work  six  days, 
and  then  rest,  and  hallow,  or  sanctify  the  next  following ;  and 
that  they  should  sanctify  every  seventh  day,  or  that  the  space 
between  rest  and  rest,  one  hallowed  time  and  another,  among 
his  creatures  here  upon  earth,  should  be  six  days.  So  that 
it  hence  appears  to  be  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  that  not 
only  the  Jews,  but  men  in  all  nations  and  ages,  should  sanctity 
one  day  in  seven :  which  is  the  thing  we  are  endeavouring  to 
prove. 

4.  The  mind  of  God  in  this  matter,  is  clearly  revealed  in 
the  fourth  commandment.  The  will  of  God  is  there  revealed, 
not  only  that  the  Israelitish  nation,  but  that  all  nations,  should 
keep  every  seventh  day  holy ;  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  one 
day  alter  eveiy  six.  This  command,  as  well  as  the  reel,  is. 
doubtless,  everlasting,  and  of  perpetual  obligation,  at  least, 
as  to  the  substance  of  it,  as  is  intimated  by  its  being  en- 
graven on  the  tables  of  stone.  Nor  is  it  to  be  thought,  that 
Christ  ever  abolished  any  command  of  the  (en ;  but  that  tber^ 
u  the  complete  numbe>  ten  yet,  and  will  be  to  the  end  of  t' 
world. 

Some  say,  (hat  the  fourth  command  is  perpetual,  but  t  ^^ 
in  its  literal  sense;  not  as  designing  any  particular  proporti^^ 
of  time  to  be  set  apart  and  devoted  to  literal  rest  and  religious 
exercises.     They  say,  that  it  stands  in  force  only  in  a  mystical 
aenae,  vix.  as  that  weekly  rest  of  the  Jews  tynified  spiritu 
—  It  in  the  CbriBtian  church  ;  and  thai  we,  onaer  the  goipi 
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are  not  to  make  an^  distinction  of   cue  day  from  another, 
but  are  to  keep  all  tune  holy,  doing  every  thing  in  a  spiritual 


But  this  is  ao  absurd  way  of  iDterpretiug  the  command, 
as  it  refers  to  Christians.  For,  if  the  command  be  so  far  abo- 
lished, it  is  entirely  abolished.  For  it  is  the  very  design  of 
the  command,  to  fix  the  time  of  worship.  The  first  command 
fixes  the  object,  the  second  the  means,  the  third  the  manner, 
the  fourth  the  time.  And,  if  it  standi  in  force  npw  only  as 
s^ifying  a  spiritual.  Christian  rest,  and  holy  behaviour  at  all 
times,  it  doth  not  remain  as  one  of  the  ten  commands,  but  as  a 
summary  of  all  the  commands. 

The  main  objection  against  the  perpetuity  of  this  com- 
mand, is,  that  the  duty  required  is  not  moral.  Those  laws 
whose  obligation  arises  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  from 
the  general  state  and  nature  of  mankind,  as  well  as  from  God's 
positive  revealed  will,  are  called  moral  laws.  Others,  whose 
obligation  depends  merely  upon  God's  positive  and  arbitrary 
insUtution,  are  not  moral ;  such  as  the  ceremonial  laws,  and 
the  precepts  of  the  gospel,  about  the  two  sacraments.  Now  the 
objectors  say,  they  will  allow  all  that  is  moral  in  the  decalt^e 
to  be  of  perpetual  obligation ;  but  this  command,  they  say,  is 
not  moral. 

But  this  objection  is  weak  and  insufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  brought,  or  to  prove  that  the  fourth  com- 
mand, as  to  the  enhstance  of  it,  is  not  of  perpetual  obligation. 
For, 

(1.)  If  it  should  be  allowed  that  there  is  no  morality  be- 
longing to  the  command,  and  that  the  duty  required  is  founded 
merely  on  arbitrary  institution ;  it  cannot,  tnereiore,  be  certainly 
concluded,  that  the  command  is  not  perpetual.  We  know  that 
there  may  be  commands  in  force  under  the  gospel,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  which  are  not  moral :  such  are  the  institu- 
tions of  the  two  sacraments.  And  why  may  there  not  be  posi- 
tive commands  in  force  in  all  ages  of  the  church  ?  If  positive 
arbitrary  institutions  are  in  force  in  gospel-times,  what  is  there 
which  concludes  that  no  positive  precept  given  before  the  times 
of  the  gospel  can  yet  continue  in  force  ?     But, 

(2.)  As  we  have  observed  already,  the  thing  in  general, 
that  Uiere  should  be  certain  fixed  parts  of  time  set  apart  to  be 
devoted  to  religious  exercises,  is  founded  in  the  fitness  of  the 
thit^,  arising  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  nature  and 
universal  state  of  mankind.  Therefore,  there  is  as  much 
reason  that  there  should  be  a  command  of  perpetual  and  uni- 
versal obligfttioo  about  this,  as  about  any  other  duty  whatso- 
ever. For  if  the  thing  in  general,  that  there  be  a  time  fixed, 
be  founded  in  the  nature  of  things,  there  is  consequent  upon  it 
a  necessity,  that  die  time  be  limited  by  a  command  ;    for  there 
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must  be  a  proportion  of  time  fixed,  or  else  the  general  moral 
duty  cannot  be  observed. 

(3.)  The  particular  determination  of  llic  proportion  of 
lime  in  the  fourth  comma ndment,  19  aleo  founded  in  the  n&turc 
of  things;  only  our  understandings  are  not  autiicient  absolutely 
to  determine  it  of  themselves.  We  have  observed  already, 
Ihat  without  doubt  one  proportion  of  time  is  in  itself  fitter  than 
another,  and  a  certain  continuance  of  time  fitter  than  any 
other,  considering  the  universal  state  and  nature  of  mankind, 
which  God  may  see,  though  our  understandingB  are  not  perfect 
enough  absolutely  to  determine  it.  So  that  the  difference  be- 
tween this  command  and  others,  doth  not  he  in  this,  that  other 
commands  are  founded  in  the  fitness  of  the  things  themselves, 
arising  from  the  universal  state  and  nature  of  mankind,  and 
this  not:  but  only,  that  the  fitness  of  other  commands  m 
more  obvious  to  the  understandings  of  menj  and  tliey  might 
have  seen  it  of  themselves;  but  this  could  not  be  precisely 
discovered  and  positively  determined  without  the  assistance  of 
revelation. 

So  that  the  command  of  God,  that  every  seventh  day 
should  be  devoted  to  religious  exerciser,  is  tounded  in  the 
universal  state  and  nature  of  mankind,  as  well  as  other  com- 
mands ;  only  man's  reason  is  not  sufficient,  without  divine 
direction,  so  exactly  to  determine  it:  Though  pcriiaps  man's 
reason  is  sufTicieDt  to  determine,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  much 
Ecldomor,  nor  much  oftener  than  once  in  seven  days. 

5.  God  appears  in  his  word  laying  abundantly  more  weight 
on  this  precept  concerning  the  sabbath,  than  on  any  precept  of 
the  ceremonial  law.  It  is  in  the  decalogue,  one  of  the  ten 
commands,  which  were  delivered  by  God  with  an  audible 
voice.  It  was  written  with  his  own  tinger  on  the  tables  of 
stone  in  tlie  mount,  and  was  appointed  al^crwards  to  be  written 
on  the  tables  which  Moses  mado.  The  keeping  of  the  weekly 
sabbath  is  spoken  of  by  the  prophets,  as  tliat  wherein  consists 
a  great  part  of  holiness  of  life ;  and  is  inserted  among  moral 
duties,  Isaiah  Iviii.  13,  14.  "  If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from 
the  sabbath,  from  doing  thy  pleasure  on  my  holy  day,  and  call 
the  sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable,  and 

I  shalt  honour  him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine 
own  pleasure,  nor  speaking  thine  own  words:  then  shall  ihoar 
delight  thyself  in  the  Lord,  and  I  will  cause  thee  to  ride  u 
the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the  herilan 
Jacob  thy  father ;  for  the  mouth  of  Iho  Lord  hath  spoken  1 

6.  it  is  foretold  that  this  command  should  be  obscrvoj 
gospel-times ;  as  Isaiuh  tvi.  at  the  beginning,  where  the  J 
observance  of  the  sabbath  is  spoken  of  as  a  great  part  of  r 
ness  of  life,  and  is  placed  among  moral  duties.  It  is  also  n 
lioned  as  a  duty  that  should  be  most  acceptable  to  God  fl 
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his  people,  eren  irbere  the  prophet  is  speakii^  ol'  goapeUlioKs : 
as  in  the  foregoii^  chapter,  and  in  (he  first  vene  of  thii  chap- 
ter. And,  in  the  third  and  foarlh  verses,  (he  prophet  ii  speak- 
ing of  the  abolitioo  of  the  ceremonial  law  io  gospel-tiioes,  and 
particnbHj  of  that  law,  which  forbids  eunuchs  to  come  into 
the  congregation  of  the  Lord.  Yet,  here  the  man  is  pro> 
flounced  blessed,  who  keeps  the  sabbath  from  polluting  it,  ver. 
2.  And  even  in  the  very  sentence  where  the  eunuchs  arc 
spoken  of  as  being  free  from  the  ceremonial  law,  tbcT  are 
Bpokeo  of  as  being  jet  ander  obligation  to  keep  (he  sabbatb, 
and  actaallj  keeping  it,  as  that  which  God  lays  great  we^it 
upon :  "  For  thus  aaith  the  Lord  uuto  the  eunuchs  that  keep 
my  sabbaths,  and  choose  the  thii^  that  please  me,  and  take 
hold  of  my  covenant :  Even  udIo  them  will  I  give  in  mine 
house,  and  within  my  walk,  a  place  and  a  name  better  than  of 
sons  and  of  daughters  :  I  will  give  them  an  evcrlaslii^  lume, 
that  shall  not  be  cut  off." 

Besides,  (he  strangets  spoken  of  in  the  sixth  and  scTUith 
verses,  are  the  Gentiles,  that  should  be  called  in  the  times  of 
the  goap^  as  is  evident  by  the  last  clause  in  the  seventh,  and 
ij  toe  eighth  vene :  *'  For  mine  boose  diall  be  called  an  howc 
of  prayer  for  all  petwle.  The  Lord  God,  which  gatherctb  the 
outcasts  of  Israel,  saith.  Yet  will  1  gather  others  to  him,  besides 
those  that  are  gaUiered  unto  him."  Yet  it  is  represented  here 
as  dteir  du^  to  keep  ttie  sabbath :  "  Also  the  sons  of  the 
stranger,  that  join  themselves  to  the  Lord,  to  serve  him,  and  to 
love  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  servants,  eveiy  one  that 
keepeth  the  sabbath  from  polluting  it,  and  taketh  Itold  of  my 
covenant :  even  them  will  1  bring  to  my  faoly  mountain,  and 
make  them  joyfiil  in  my  house  of  prayer.'' 

7.  A  farther  aigament  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  sabbatb, 
we  have  in  Matt.  xxiv.  20.  "  Pray  ye  that  your  fli^t  be  not 
in  Ae  winter,  neither  on  the  sabbath-day."  Christ  is  here 
speaking  of  the  flidit  of  the  apostles  and  other  Christians  out 
of  Jerusalem  and  Judea,  just  before  their  fimd  destroction,  as  is 
manifest  by  the  whole  context,  and  especially  by  the  1 6tb  verse ; 
"  Then  let  them  which  be  in  Judea  flee  into  the  moontaias." 
But  this  final  destruction  of  Jentsalem  was  after  the  dissolution 
of  the  Jewish  constitution,  and  after  the  Christian  dispensation 
was  fully  set  up.  Yet,  it  is  plainly  implied  in  these  words  of 
our  Lord,  that  even  then  Christiani  were  bound  to  a  strict  ob- 
servation of  the  sabbath. 

Thus  I  have  shown,  that  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that 
evei7  ■ercBtfa  day  be  devoted  to  rest  and  to  religioiis  exer< 
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THE  PERPETUITY  AND  CHANGE  OF  THE  SABBATH. 


1  Cor.  xvi*  1,  S. 

Koto  concerning  the  collection  for   the  saints^  as  I  have  given 

order  to  the  churches  of  Galatia^  even  so  do  ye*     Upon  the 

first  day  of  the  week,  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store, 

as  God  hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gatherings  when 

I  come* 

The  doctrine  founded  on  these  words  was  this,  that  it  is  the 
mind  and  will  of  God,  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  should  be 
especially  set  apart  among  Christians,  for  religious  exercises 
and  duties. 

I  proposed  to  discourse  upon  this  doctrine  under  two 
propositions  ;  and  having  already,  under  the  first,  endeavoured 
to  prove,  That  one  day  of  the  week  is,  throughout  all  ages,  to 
be  devoted  to  religious  exercises ;  I  proceed  now  to  the 

II.  Prop.  That  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  under  the  gos- 
pel dispensation,  or  in  the  Christian  church,  this  day  should  be 
the  first  day  of  the  week. 

In  order  to  the  confirmation  of  this,  let  the  following  things 
be  considered. 

1.  The  words  of  the  fourth  commandment  afibrd  no 
objection  aeainst  this  being  the  day  that  should  be  the  sabbath, 
any  more  man  against  any  other  day.  That  this  day,  which 
according  to  the  Jewish  reckoning,  is  the  first  of  the  week, 
should  be  kept  as  a  sabbath,  is  no  more  opposite  to  any  sen- 
tence or  word  of  the  fourth  command,  than  that  the  seventh 
of  the  week  should  be  the  day.  The  words  of  the  fourth  com- 
mand do  not  determine  wmch  dav  of  the  week  we  should 
keep  as  a  sabbath ;  they  merely  determine,  that  we  should 
rest  and  keep  as  a  sabbath  every  seventh  day,  or  one  day 
after  every  six.    It  says,  ^^  Six  days  thou  shalt  labour,  and  the 
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seventh  thoo  shslt  rest ;"  wbich  implies  no  more,  thao  tbtt  tftcr 
six  days  of  laboar,  we  shall,  upon  the  next  to  the  sixth,  rest  and 
keep  it  holy.  And  this  we  are  obliged  to  do  for  ever.  But 
the  words  no  way  determine  where  those  six  days  shall  begin, 
and  so  where  die  rest  or  sabbath  shall  fiill.  There  is  no  direc- 
tion in  the  fourth  command  how  to  reckon  the  time,  1. 1,  where 
to  he^n  aod  end  it ;  but  that  is  supposed  to  be  determined 
odierwise. 

The  Jews  did  not  know,  by  the  fourth  command,  where  to 
begin  their  six  days,  and  on  which  particular  day  to  rest ;  this 
was  determined  by  another  precept.  The  fourth  command 
does  indeed  suppose  a  particular  day  appointed ;  but  it  does 
not  appoint  any.  It  requires  us  to  rest  and  keep  holy  a  seventh 
day,  one  after  every  six  of  labour,  which  particular  day  God 
eitiier  had  or  should  appoint.  The  particular  day  was  deter- 
mined for  that  nation  in  another  place,  viz.  in  Exod.  xvi. 
33,  35,  36.  "  And  he  said  unto  thum.  This  is  that  which  the 
Lord  hath  laid,  To-morrow  is  the  rest  of  the  holy  sabbath 
unto  the  Lord :  bake  that  which  ye  will  bake,  to-day.  and 
seethe  that  ye  will  seethe ;  and  that  which  remaineth  over,  lay 
np  for  you  to  be  kept  until  the  morning.  And  Morcs  satd, 
£at  that  to-day ;  for  to-day  is  a  sabbath  unto  the  Lord : 
to-day  ye  shall  not  find  it  in  the  field.  Six  days  ye  shall 
^ther  it ;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is  the  nabbath,  in  it 
were  shall  be  none."  This  is  the  first  place  where  we  have 
any  mention  made  of  this  sabbath',  from  the  first  sabbath  on 
which  God  rested. 

It  seems  that  the  Israelites,  in  the  time  of  their  bondage 
in  Egypt,  had  lost  the  true  reckoning  of  time  by  the  days  of 
the  week,  reckoning  from  the  first  day  of  the  creation.  They 
were  slaves,  and  in  cruelbondage,  and  had  in  a  great  measure 
foi«)tten  the  true  religion  :  for  we  are  told,  that  they  served  the 
gods  of  Enpt.  And  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  the  Egyp- 
tians would  suSer  their  slaves  to  rest  from  their  work  e>ery 
seventh  day.  Now,  they  having  remained  in  bondage  for  so 
loi^  a  time,  had  probably  lost  the  weekly  reckoning ;  tncrefore, 
when  God  had  brought  them  out  of  Egypt  into  the  nilderness, 
he  made  known  to  them  the  sabbath,  on  the  occasion  and  in 
the  manner  recorded  in  the  text  Jnst  now  quoted.  Hence,  wc 
read  in  Nehemiab,  that  when  God  had  led  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  Egypt,  &c.  he  made  known  unto  ihem  his  holy 
sidtbath;  Neh,  ix.  14.  *'  And  madest  known  unto  them  thy 
holy  sabbath."  To  the  same  eflect,  we  read  in  Ezck.  xx. 
10, 12.  "Wherefore  I  caused  them  to  go  forth  out  of  the  land 
of  E^pt,  and  brought  (hem  into  the  wilderness.  Moreover 
also,  I  pve  them  my  sabbaths." 


I  pve 

Buttht , ___ 

would  have  nllen  by  the  fourth  command.     Indeed,  the  fourti 


But  thn  never  would  have  known  where  the  particular  day 
*"*■■-■  -h 
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r  command,  ae  itwaaspolcea  totfae  Jews,  did  refer  to  their  Jeid 

aabbath.  But  tbaldotli  not  prove,  that  the  daj  waa  dctcrraiDcd 
and  appointed  by  it.  The  precept  in  the  fourlh  command  is  to 
be  taken  generatlj  of  sacb  a  seventh  day  as  God  should  appoint, 
or  had  appointed.  And  because  such  a  particular  day  had  been 
already  appointed  for  the  Jewish  church;  therefore,  as  it  was 
spoken  to  them,  it  did  refer  to  that  parlicular  day.  But  this 
doth  not  prove,  but  that  the  same  words  refer  to  another  ap- 
pointed seventh  day,  now  in  the  Christian  church.  The  words 
of  Ihe  fourth  command  may  oblige  the  church,  under  ditTerent 
dispensations,  to  observe  different  appointed  seventh  days,  as 
well  as  the  fifth  command  may  oblige  dilTcrent  persona  to  honour 
different  fathers  and  mothers. 

The  Christian  sabbath,  in  the  sense  of  the  fourth  command, 
is  as  much  the  seventh  day,  as  the  Jewish  sabbath  ;  because  itia 
kept  aAer  sii  days  of  labour,  as  well  as  that ;  it  is  the  seventh-, 
reckoning  from  the  beginning  of  our  first  working-day,  as  well 
aa  that  was  the  seventh  from  the  beginning  of  thetr  first  working- 
day.  Ail  the  ditferencc  is,  that  the  seven  days  formerly  began 
from  the  day  after  God's  rest  from  the  creation,  and  now  they 
begin  the  day  after  that.  It  is  no  matter  by  what  names  the 
days  are  called :  if  our  nation  bad,  for  instance,  called  Wednes- 
day the  first  of  the  week,  it  would  have  been  all  one  as  to  this 
argument. 

Therefore,  by  the  institution  of  Ihe  Christian  Eabbalb,  there 
is  no  change  from  the  fourth  command ;  but  the  change  is  from 
another  law,  which  determined  the  beginning  and  ending  of  theit 
working-days.     So  that  those  words  of  the  fourth  command,  viz. 
"Six  days  shalt  thou  labour  and  do  all  thy  work;    but  the 
seventh  is  the  sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God;"  afford  no  objec- 
tion gainst  that  which  is  called  the  Christian  sabbath  ;  for  tlicso 
words  remain  in  full  force.     Neither  does  any  just  objection 
arise  from  the  words  following,  viz.  "  For  in  six  days  the  Lord 
made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  j^^ 
rested  the  seventh  day  :  wherefore  the  Lord  blessed  the  aev^ 
day.  and  hallowed  it,"     These  words  arc  not  made  insigni& 
to  Christiana,  by  the  institution  of  the  Christian  sabbath : 
I  still  remain  in  their  full  force  as  to  that  which  ia    principl 
I  intended   by   them.     They  were  designed  to  give  us  a  r 
I  why  wc  are  to  work  but  six  days  at  a  time,  and  Uicn  real  o 
I  Bcventb,  because  God  hath  set  us  the  example.     And  (akon'd 
^they  remain  still  in  as  much  force  as  ever  tliey  were.      Thir 
rtfae  reason  stilt,  as  much  as  ever  il  was,  why  wc  may  work  I 
I  six  days  at  a  time.     What  is  the  reason  that  Cliristinns   i 
every  «evcnlh,  and  not  every  eighth,  or  every  ninth,  or  tenth  di 
It  is  because  God  worked  six  days  and  rosted  tlie  seventh. 
It  is  true,  these  words  did  carry  something  further  ii 
meaning,  as  they  were  spoken  to   Ih^-  Jnwa.  and  to  ihn  i 
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bdbretfaecomiacof  Cbna^ii  vu  tfaea  ^m>  iMaadcd  by  iheni, 
that  the  aereudi  day  v»  lo  be  kept  in  coanMnmnMui  of  the 
work  of  craatioa.  Bui  this  i«  no  ebiectioa  to  thr  MfwOMtioo, 
that  the  words,  as  Ibey  relate  u>  us,  do  Dot  import  all  that  th^ 
did,  ai  thej  related  lo  the  Jews.  For  thenp  are  other  wordi 
which  were  wrillen  D|>oa  those  tables  of  stone  with  the  teo 
COmmaodinefiU.  which  are  knowu  aiid  allo«-ed  Dot  to  be  ol'  the 
same  import,  as  ^tey  relate  to  us.  and  as  ihey  related  to  the 
Jews,  viz.  these  words  ia  the  prclace  to  the  tCD  cominands.  "  I 
am  the  Lord  tbj  God,  which  broi^fat  thee  out  of  the  bnd  oi 
Eg)pt,  out  of  the  house  of  bontbge.'*  These  wonlt  were 
written  on  the  tables  of  stone  with  xha  rest,  and  are  spoken  to 
us,  as  well  as  to  the  Jews  :  ibey  are  spoken  to  all  to  whom  the 
commandments  themselves  are  spoken  ;  for  they  are  spoken  as 
an  enforcement  of  the  commandments.  But  tbey  do  not  now 
remain  Id  all  the  signification  which  they  had.  as  they  re«pected 
the  Jeirs.  Por  we  oerer  were  brought  out  of  ^^'pt.  out  of  the 
house  of  boodage,  except  in  a  mystical  sense.  The  tame  may 
be  said  of  those  words  which  are  inserted  in  the  commaDdmcnts 
themselves,  Deut.  r.  15.  "  And  remember  that  thou  wast  a 
servant  in  the  land  of  E^pt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God  brought 
thee  out  thence,  through  a  mighty  hand  and  by  a  stretched  out 
arm  :  therefore  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  thee  to  keep  the 
sabbath-day." 

So  that  all  the  arguments  of  those  who  are  against  Uic 
Christian  sabbath,  drawn  from  the  fourth  conunnnd,  which  arc 
all  their  strength,  come  to  nothing. 

2.  That  the  ancient  church  was  commanded  to  keep  a 
seventh  day  in  commemoration  of  the  work  of  creation,  is  an 
argument  for  the  keeping  of  a  weekly  sabbath  in  commemoration 
of  the  work  of  redemption,  and  not  any  reason  against  it. 

We  read  in  scripture  of  two  creations,  the  old  and  the 
new :  and  these  words  of  tbe  fourth  command  are  to  be  taken 
as  of  the  same  force  to  those  who  belong  to  the  new  creation, 
with  respect  to  that  new  creation,  as  they  were  to  those  who 
belonged  to  the  old  creation,  with  respect  to  that.  We  read, 
that  "  in  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth," 
and  the  church  of  old  were  to  commemorate  that  work.  But 
when  God  creates  a  new  heaven  anil  a  new  e»rlh,  thoxc  that 
belong  to  this  new  heaven  and  new  earth,  by  a  like  reason,  are  to 
commemorate  the  creation  of  their  heaven  and  earth. 

The  BCripturea  teach  UB  to  look  upon  the  old  creation  as 
destroyed,  and  as  it  were  annihilated  by  sin;  or,  as  being 
reduced  to  a  chaos  again,  without  form  and  void,  ai  it  was  at  first. 
Jer.  I*.  23,  33.  ^'  They  are  wise  to  do  evil,  but  to  do  good  they 
have  no  knowledge,  I  beheld  the  earth,  and  lo,  it  was  without 
form  and  Toid ;  and  the  heavens,  and  they  bad  no  light :"  ■'.  e. 
they  were  reduced  to  the  same  state  in  which  they  were  at  first ; 
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the  earth  was  without  form  and  void,  and  there  was  no  light>  but 
darkness  was  upon  the  fare  of  the  deep. 

The  scripture  further  teaches  us  to  call  the  gospel- restora- 
tion and  redemption,  a  creation  of  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth ;  Isa.  Ixv.  17,  18.  ^*  For  behold,  I  create  new  heavens,  and 
a  new  earth ;  and  the  foi  mer  shall  not  be  remembered,  nor 
come  into  mind.  But  be  jou  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  that 
which  I  create  :  for  behold,  I  create  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing,  and 
her  people  a  joy.^^  And  Isa.  li.  16.  ^^  And  I  have  put  my 
words  into  thy  mouth,  and  have  covered  thee  in  the  shadow 
of  mine  hand,  that  I  may  plant  the  heavens,  and  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  say  unto  Zion,  Thou  art  my  people.'^ — 
And  chap.  Ixvi.  22.  ^^  For  as  the  new  heavens,  and  the  new  earth 
which  I  will  make,"  &c.  In  these  places  we  are  not  only  told 
of  a  new  creation,  or  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  but  we  are 
told  what  is  meant  by  it,  viz.  The  gospel  renovation,  the 
making  of  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy ;  saying 
unto  Zion,  ''^Thou  art  my  people,^'  &c.  The  prophet,  in  all 
these  places  is  prophesying  of  the  gospel  redemption. 

The  gospel-state  is  every  where  spoken  of  as  a  renewed 
state  of  things,  wherein  old  things  are  passed  away,  and  all 
things  become  new:  We  are  said  to  be  created  unto  Christ 
Jesus,  unto  good  works  :  all  things  are  restored  and  reconciled, 
whether  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  and  God  hath  caused  light 
to  shine  out  of  darkness,  as  he  did  at  the  beginning ;  'and  the 
dissolution  of  the  Jewish  state  was  often  spoken  of  in  the  Old 
Testament  as  the  end  of  the  world.  But  we  who  belong  to 
the  gospel-church,  belong  to  the  new  creation ;  and  therefore 
there  seems  to  be  at  least  as  much  reason,  that  we  should  com- 
memorate the  work  of  this  creation,  as  that  the  members  of  the 
ancient  Jewish  church  should  commemorate  the  work  of  the 
old  creation. 

3.  There  is  another  thing  which  confirms  it,  that  the  fourth 
command  teaches  God^s  resting  from  the  new  creation,  as  well 
as  from  the  old  :  which  is,  that  the  scriptures  expressly  speak  of 
the  one,  as  parallel  with  the  other,  t.  e.  Christ ^s  resting  from  the 
work  of  redemption,  is  expressly  spoken  of  as  being  parallel 
with  God's  resting  from  the  work  of  creation.  Heb.  iv.  10* 
'^  For  he  that  is  entered  into  his  rest,  he  also  hath  ceased  from 
his  own  works,  as  God  did  from  his.'' 

Now,  Christ  rested  from  his  works  when  he  rose  from  the 
dead,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week.  When  he  rose  from 
the  dead,  then  he  finished  his  work  of  redemption  :  his  humi- 
liation was  then  at  an  end  ;  he  then  rested,  and  was  refreshed. — 
When  it  is  said,  ''  There  remaineth  a  rest  to  the  people  of 
God  ; ''  in  the  original,  it  is,  a  sabhatism^  or  the  h-ecjiing  of 
a  sabbath :  And  this  reason  is  given  for  it,  '^  For  he  that  entered 
.into  his  rest,  he  also  hath  ceased  from  his  own  works,  as  God 
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it  beui  to  tlK  nliW ■Tiling  of  tbe  people  m  God. 
the  goipeU  erideadr  lapiiQd  in  ^  »gjTJWMg  - 
mmiiiedi,  IhercfiMe.  a  nbifttioB  id  Ibc  people  of  Gpod.  For  oe 
that  entered  ioto  faii  reiL*'  fee  For.  in  ^bm  r  ipifini  Thie^ 
remmmtk,  it  ii  lafiMitrf,  tbat  ibe  oM  tAmsmm  ■ppninipd  wl 
remembniiice  of  GoiTt  rest,  froB  ibe  wwk  of  cwtioiL  dolh 
not  remaio,  but  ceases :  anil  tfaof  tfais  new  resL  ia 
ratioQ  of  Christ  i  restiag  6ofli  his  wocfcs.  feaaiK  in  ffae 
of  it. 

4.  The  Hoif  Ghost  faa^  implicidT  loid  tK.  that  the 
bath  which  was  iustitated  in  coibc  annitioti  of  the  <ild 
tion,  should  oo(  be  kept  io  gospel-tiaMs.  Isaiah  Izr.  17.  18. 
There  we  are  told,  that  wheo  God  ^looM  create  new  heavens 
and  a  new  earth,  the  foraer  dKNiM  not  be  remembeted,  nor 
come  into  mind.  If  this  be  so.  it  is  not  to  be  snpposed.  that 
we  are  to  ke^  a  serenth  part  erf*  time,  on  pofpose  Io  remember 
it,  and  call  it  to  mind. 

Let  OS  understand  this  which  waj  we  will,  it  will  not  be 
well  consistent  with  the  keeping  of  one  day  in  seven,  in  the 
gospel-dwrch,  principallj  for  ihk  remeahnMMOt  and  caiBuf  to 
mind  of  the  old  creation.  If  the  meaning  of  the  place  be  only 
this,  ^t  the  old  creation  shall  not  be  icmimhfsed  nor  come 
into  mind  in  eosBparisoo  with  the  ii«v— that  the  nem  wM  be  so 
much  more  wmsit  ilih  and  glorioos,  will  so  nmcb  mote  oearfr 
concern  as,  so  modi  more  notice  will  be  takes ef  stand  it  will 

Vol.  VI.  20 


]o4 


TW£NTV  SERMONS    ON    VAHIOUS    SUBJECTii. 


be  thought  so  much  more  worthy  to  be  remembered  and  com- 
memorated, that  the  other  will  not  be  remembered,  nor  come 
into  mind — it  is  impossible  that  it  should  be  more  to  our  pur- 
pose. For  then  hereby  the  Holy  Ghost  teaches  us,  that  the 
Christian  church  has  much  more  reason  to  commemorate  the 
new  creation  than  Ihc  old  :  insomuch,  that  the  old  is  worthy  to 
be  forgotten  in  comparison  with  it. 

And  as  the  old  creation  was  no  more  to  be  remembered, 
jior  come  into  mind,  so,  in  the  following  verse,  the  church  is 
directed  for  ever  to  commemorate  the  new  creation  ;  "  But  be 
you  glad,  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  that  which  1  create ;  for,  be- 
hold, I  create  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy  ;"  i.  c. 
Though  you  forget  (he  old,  yet  for  ever  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
keep  a  remembrance  of  the  new  creation. 

5.  It  is  an  argument  that  the  Jewish  sabbath  was  not  to  be 
perpetual,  that  the  Jews  were  commanded  to  keep  it  in  re- 
membrance of  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt.  One  reason 
why  it  was  instituted,  was,  because  God  thus  delivered  them,  as 
we  are  espressly  told,  Deut.  v.  1 5.  "  And  remember,  that  tboa 
wast  a  servant  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God 
brought  thee  out  thence,  through  a  mighty  hand,  and  by  a 
stretched  out  arm  :  therefore,  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded 
tbee  to  keep  the  sabbath-day."  Now,  can  any  person  think, 
that  God  would  have  all  nations  under  the  gospel,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  keep  a  day  every  week,  which  was  instituted 
in  remembrance  of  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  out  of  Egypt. 

6.  The  Holy  Ghost  hath  implicitly  told  us,  that  instituted 
memorials  of  the  Jews'  deliverance  from  Egypt,  should  be  no 
longer  upheld  in  gospel-times,  Jer,  xvr.  14,  15.  The  Holy 
Ghost,  speaking  of  gospel-limes,  says,  "  Therefore,  behold  the 
days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  it  shall  no  more  be  said, 
The  Lord  livelh,  that  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of 
Egypt;  but,  the  Lord  livelh,  that  brought  up  the  children  of 
Israel  from  the  land  of  the  north,  and  from  all  the  lands  whither 
he  had  driven  them  :  and  I  will  bring  them  again  into  their 
own  land."  Thty  ihall  no  more  say.  The  Lord  livelh,  that 
brought,  &LC.  I.  c.  ut  least  they  shall  keep  up  no  more  any  pub- 
lic memorials  of  i(. 

If  there  be  a  sabbath  kept  in  gospel-times,  as  we  have  shown 
there  must  be,  it  is  more  just  from  these  words  to  suppose,  that 
it  should  be  as  a  memorial  of  that  which  is  spoken  of  in  the 
latter  verse,  ihc  bringing  up  of  the  children  of  Israel  from  tkt 
land  of  ihc  north:  that  is,  the  redemption  of  Christ,  and  his 
bringing  home  the  elect,  not  only  from  Judca,  but  from  the 
north,  and  from  all  quarters  of  Ibc  world. — See  Isa.  xliit.  1 6 — 20. 

7.  It  is  no  more  than  just  to  suppose,  that  God  intended 
to  intimate  to  us,  that  the  sabbath  ought  by  Christians  to  be 
kept  in  commemoration  of  Christ's  redemption,  in  that  the 
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Israelites  were  commanded  to  keep  it  in  remembrance  of  their 
deliverance  out  of  Egypt ;  because  that  deliverance  out  of 
Egypt  is  an  evident,  known,  and  allowed  type  of  it.  It  was 
ordered  of  God,  on  purpose  to  represent  it ;  every  thing  about 
that  deliverance  was  typical  of  this  redemption,  and  mach  is 
made  of  it,  principallv  for  this  reason,  because  it  is  so  remark- 
able a  type  of  Christ^s  redemption.  And  it  was  but  a  shadow, 
the  work  in  itself  was  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  work  of 
redemption*  What  is  a  petty  redemption  of  one  nation  from 
a  temporal  bondage,  to  the  eternal  salvation  of  the  whole  church 
of  the  elect,  in  all  ages  and  nations,  from  eternal  damnation, 
and  the  introduction  of  them,  not  into  a  temporal  Canaan,  but 
into  heaven,  into  eternal  glory  and  blessedness  ?  Was  that 
shadow  BO  much  to  be  commemorated,  as  that  a  day  once  a 
week  was  to  be  kept  on  the  account  of  it ;  and  shall  not  We 
much  more  commemorate  that  great  and  glorious  work  of  which 
it  was  designed  on  purpose  to  be  a  shadow  ? 

Besides,  the  words  in  the  fourth  conrunandment,  which 
speak  of  the  deliverance  out  of  Egypt,  can  be  of  no  significancy 
unto  us,  unless  they  are  to  be  interpreted  of  the  gospel-redemp- 
tion :  but  the  words  of  the  decalogue  are  spoken  to  all  nations 
and  ages.  Therefore,  as  the  words  were  spoken  to  the  Jews, 
they  referred  to  the  type  or  shadow  ;  as  they  are  spoken  to  us, 
they  are  to  be  interpreted  of  the  antitype  and  substance.  For 
the  Egypt  from  which  we  under  the  gospel  are  redeemed,  is  the 
spiritual  Egypt;  the  house  of  bondage  from  which  we  JBire  re- 
deemed, is  a  state  of  spiritual  bondage. — ^Therefore  the  words, 
as  spoken  to  us,  are  to  be  thus  interpreted,  Remember  thou 
wast  a  servant  to  sin  and  Satan,  and  the  Lord  thy  God  delivered 
thee  from  this  bondage,  with  a  mighty  hand  and  outstretched 
arm ;  therefore  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  thee  to  keep  the 
sabbath-day. 

As  the  words  in  the  preface  to  the  ten  commandments, 
about  the  bringing  of  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  are 
interpreted  in  our  catechism,  and  as  they  have  respect  to  us, 
must  be  interpreted  of  our  spiritual  redemption,  so,  by  an 
exact  identity  of  reason,  must  these  words  in  Deuteronomy, 
annexed  to  the  fourth  command,  be  interpreted  of  the  same 
gospel-redemption. 

The  Jewish  sabbath  was  kept  on  the  day  that  the  children 
of  Israel  came  up  out  of  the  Red  Sea.  For  we  are  told  in 
Deut.  V.  15.  that  this  holy  rest  of  the  sabbath  was  appointed 
in  commemoration  of  their  coming  up  out  of  Egypt,  but  the 
day  of  their  going  through  the  Red  Sea  was  the  day  of  their 
coming  op  out  of  Egypt ;  for  till  then  they  were  in  the  land 
of  Egypt.  The  Red,Sea  was  the  boundary  of  the  land  of 
Egypt — The  scripture  itself  tells  us,  that  the  day  on  which  they 
sung  the  song  of  Moses,  was  the  day  of  their  coming  up  out  of 
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the  land  of  Egypt ;  Hosea  ii.  15.  "  And  she  Bball  sing  there,  as 
in  the  days  ofher  youth,  as  id  the  day  when  she  came  up  out  of 
the  iaud  of  Egypt;  referring  plaioly  to  that  triumphaat  soug 
which  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  sang  when  they  came 
up  out  of  the  Red  Sea. 

The  scripture  tcHs  us  that  God  appointed  the  Jewish 
sabbath  in  commemoration  of  the  dehverance  of  the  children  of 
Israel  from  their  task- masters,  ihe  Egyptians,  and  of  their  rest 
from  their  hard  bondage  and  slavery  under  them ;  Deut. 
V.  14,  15.  "That  thy  man-servant  and  thy  maid-servant  may 
rest  as  well  as  Ihou.  And  remember  that  thou  wast  a  servaot 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  thai  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  thee 
out  thence,  through  a  mighty  hand, and  by  a  stretched  out  arm; 
tlierefore  the  l,ord  thy  God  commanded  thee  to  keep  the 
sabbath-day. "  But  the  day  that  the  children  of  Israel  were 
delivered  from  their  taslc-maslers  and  had  rest  from  them,  was 
the  day  when  the  children  of  Israel  came  up  out  of  the  Red  Sea. 
They  had  no  real  from  them  till  then.  For  though  they  were 
before  come  forth  on  tht;ir  journey  to  go  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt;  yet  they  were  pursued  by  the  Egyptians,  and  were 
exceedingly  perplexed  and  distressed.  But  on  the  morning 
that  they  came  up  out  of  the  Red  Sea,  they  had  complete  ano 
Qnal  deliverance;  then  they  had  full  rest  from  their  taslc- 
magterE.  Then  God  said  to  them,  "The  Egyptians  which  yc 
have  seen  lhisday,yeBliallBecuomorefor  ever;''  Exod.xiv.  13- 
Then  they  enjoyed  a  joyful  day  of  rest,  a  day  of  refreshment. 
Then  they  sang  the  song  of  Moses  ;  and  on  that  day  was  their 
sabbath  of  rest. 

But  this  coming  up  of  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  the 
Red  Sea,  was  only  a  ti/pc  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  That 
people  was  the  mystical  body  of  Christ,  and  Moses  was  a  great 
type  of  Christ  himself;  and  besides,  on  that  day  Christ  went 
before  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  of  fire, 
as  their  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  On  that  morning  Christ,  in 
this  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  rose  out  of  the  Red  Sea,  as  out  of 
great  waters ;  which  was  a  type  of  Christ's  rising  from  a  state  of 
death,  and  from  that  great  humiliation  which  he  suffered  iu  death. 

The  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead,  is  in  scripture 
represented  by  his  coming  up  out  of  deep  waters.  So  it  is  in 
Christ's  resurrection,  as  represented  by  Jonah's  coming  out  of 
the  sea;  Matt.  xii.  40.  It  is  also  compared  to  a  deliverance 
out  of  deep  waters.  Psalm  Ixis.  l,  2,  3.  and  verse  I4,  15. 
These  things  are  spoken  of  Christ,  as  is  evident  from  this,  that 
many  things  in  this  Psalm  are  in  the  New  Testament  expressly 
applied  to  Christ.* — Therefore,  as   the  Jewish  sabbath  was 

*  Conptre  rsnc  4.  with  Johti  xr.  25.  and  venc  0,  wiUi  Johu  ii.  IT,  wid 
*«TM  f.  with  Matt.  xxTM.  34.  48.  *n>1  Mark  xt.  S3.  mJ  John  xix.  S9.  ud 
T«ne  W.  with  Rom.  xi.  3, 1(1.  md  Tens  ?fi.  with  Aett  i.  M. 
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appointed  on  the  day  on  which  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  rose 
out  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  on  which  Moses  and  the  church,  the 
mystical  body  of  Christ,  came  up  out  of  the  same  sea,  which  is 
a  type  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ :  it  is  a  great  confirroation 
that  the  Christian  sabbath  should  be  kept  on  the  day  of  the 
rising  of  the  real  body  of  Christ  from  the  grave,  which  is  the 
antitype.  For  surely  the  scriptures  have  taught  us,  that  the 
type  should  give  way  to  the  antitype,  and  that  the  shadow  should 
give  way  to  the  substance. 

8.  1  argue  the  same  thing  from  Psalm  cxviii.  22, 23, 24* 
There  we  are  taught,  that  the  day  of  Christ^s  resurrection  is  to 
be  celebrated  with  holy  joy  by  the  church.  ^'  The  stone  which 
the  builders  refused  is  become  the  head  stone  of  the  comer. 
This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.  This  is 
the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad 
in  it.'^  The  stone  spoken  of  is  Christ ;  he  was  refused  and 
rejected  by  the  builders,  especially  when  he  was  pot  to  death. 
That  making  him  the  head  of  the  comer,  which  is  the  Lord's 
doine,  and  so  marvellous  in  our  eyes,  is  Christ's  exaltation, 
which  beean  with  his  resurrection.     While  Christ  lay  in  the 

gave,  belay  as  a  stone  cast  away  by  the  builders.  But  when 
od  raised  him  from  the  dead,  then  he  became  the  head  of  the 
comer.  Thus  it  is  evident  the  apostle  interprets  it.  Acts  iv. 
10,  11.  ^^  Be  it  known  unto  you  all,  and  to  all  the  people  of 
Israel,  that  by  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whom  ye  craci- 
fied,  whom  God  raised  from  the  dead,"  &c. — ^^  This  is  the 
stone  which  was  set  at  nought  by  yoo  builders,  which  is  become 
the  head  of  the  corner.^' — And  the  day  on  which  this  was  done, 
we  are  here  tau^t,  God  bath  made  to  be  the  day  of  the  rejoicing 
of  the  church. 

9.  The  abolition  of  the  Jewish  sabbath  seems  to  be 
intimated  by  this,  that  Christ,  the  Lord  of  the  sabbath,  lay 
buried  on  that  day.  Christ,  the  author  of  the  world,  was  the 
author  of  that  work  of  creation  of  which  the  Jewish  sabbath 
was  the  memorial.  It  was  he  that  worked  six  days  and  rested 
the  seventh  day  from  all  his  works,  and  was  refreshed.  Yet  he 
was  holden  in  the  chains  of  death  on  that  day. — God,  who 
created  the  world,  now  in  his  second  work  of  creation,  did  not 
follow  his  own  example,  if  I  may  so  speak ;  he  remained  im- 
prisoned in  the  grave  on  that  day,  and  took  another  day  to 
rest  in. 

The  sabbath  was  a  day  of  rejoicing ;  for  it  was  kept  in 
commemoration  of  God's  glorious  and  gracious  works  of  crea- 
tion, and  the  redemption  out  of  Egypt.  Therefore  we  are 
directed  to  call  the  sabbath  a  delist.  But  it  is  not  a  proper 
day  for  the  church,  Christ's  spouse,  to  rejoice,  when  Christ 
the  bridegroom  lies  buried  in  the  grave,  as  Christ  says.  Matt. 
ix.  15.  '^  That  the  children  of  the  bride-chamber  cannot  mourn, 
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while  the  bridegroom  la  with  them.  But  the  time  will 
when  the  bridegroom  shall  be  taken  from  them ;  then  shall  they 
moum." — While  Christ  whs  hohlen  under  the  chains  of  death ; 
then  the  bridegroom  was  taken  from  ihem ;  then  it  was  a  proper 
time  for  the  spouse  to  mourn  and  not  rejoice.  But  when  Christ 
rose  again,  then  il  was  a  day  of  joy,  because  we  are  begolleu 
again  to  a  living  hope,  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from 
the  dead, 

10.  Chrifl  halh  evidently,  on  purpose  and  design,  pecu- 
liarly honoured  Ihe  first  daj  of  the  week,  the  day  on  which  he 
rose  from  the  dead,  by  taking  it  from  time  to  time  to  appear 
to  the  apostles ;  and  he  chose  this  day  to  pour  out  the  Holy 
Ghost  on  the  aposlles,  ivhich  we  read  of  in  the  second  chapter 
of  Acts.  Fo[  this  was  on  Pentecost,  which  was  on  [he  first  day 
of  the  week,  as  you  may  see  by  Levit.  sxiii.  15,  16.  and  be 
honoured  this  day  by  pouring  out  his  Spirit  on  the  aposlle  John, 
and  giving  him  his  visions.  Rev.  i.  10.  "  f  was  in  the  Spirit  on 
the  Lord's  day,"  &c. — Now  doubtless  Christ  had  his  meaning 
in  thus  distingui'ihingly  honouring  this  day. 

1 1  -  It  is  evident  by  the  New  Testament,  that  this  was  espe- 
cially the  day  of  the  public  worship  of  the  primitive  church,  by 
the  direction  of  the  apostles.  We  are  told  that  this  was  the  day 
that  they  were  wont  to  come  together  to  break  bread  ;  and  this 
they  evidently  did  with  ibe  approbation  of  the  aposlles,  inas- 
much as  they  preached  to  them  on  thai  day  ;  and  therefore 
doubtless  they  assembled  together  by  the  direction  of  the  apos- 
tles. Acts  XX.  7.  "  And  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when 
the  disciples  came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  unto 
them."  So  the  Holy  Ghost  was  careful  that  the  public  contri- 
butions should  be  on  this  day,  in  all  Ibe  churches,  rather  than 
on  any  other  day,  as  it  appears  by  our  lent- 

12.  This  firsi  day  of  the  week  is  in  the  New  Testament 
called  ihe  Lord's  dntf  ;  see  Rev.  i.  tO. — Some  say,  how  do  we 
know  that  this  was  the  fir&t  day  of  the  week  ?  Kvery  day  it 
the  Lord's  day.  But  it  is  the  design  of  John  to  tell  us  ahfn  be 
had  those  visions.  And  if  by  the  Lord's  day  is  meant  any  day, 
how  doth  that  inform  us  when  that  event  took  place  ? 

But  what  is  meant  by  this  expression,  ww  know,  just  in 
the  same  way  as  we  know  what  is  the  meaning  of  any  word  in 
the  original  of  the  Now  Testament,  or  the  meaning  of  any  ex. 
pression  in  an  ancient  language,  vi:,  by  what  we  lind  to  be  the 
universal  signification  of  the  expression  in  ancient  times.  This 
eipression,  the  Lord''  day,  is  found  by  the  ancient  use  of  the 
whole  Christian  church,  by  what  appears  in  all  the  writings  of 
ancient  times,  even  from  the  apoKtIcs'  days,  to  signify  the  fint 
day  of  the  week. 

And  the  expression  implies  in  it  the  holiness  of  the  day. 
For,  doubtless,  the  day  is  called  iht  Lord^s  rfnv.  as  Ihe  sacred 
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sapper  is  catled  the  Lord'^s  supper^  which  is  so  called,  because 
it  18  ao  holy  supper,  to  be  celebrated  in  remembrance  of  the 
Lord  Christ  and  of  his  redemption.  So  this  is  an  holy  day, 
to  be  kept  in  remembrance  of  the  Lord  Christ,  and  his  redemp- 
tion. 

The  first  day  of  the  week  being  in  scripture  called  the 
Lord^s  day,  sufficiently  makes  it  out  to  be  the  day  of  the  week 
that  is  to  be  kept  holy  unto  God  ;  for  God  hath  been  pleased 
io  call  it  by  his  own  name.  When  any  thing  is  called  by  the 
name  of  God  in  scripture,  this  denotes  the  appropriation  of  it 
to  God.  Thus  God  put  his  name  upon  his  people  Israel  of 
old;  Numb.  vi.  27.  ^^  And  they  shall  put  my  name  upon  the 
children  of  Israel.^ ^  They  were  called  by  the  name  of  God, 
as  it  is  said,  2  Chron.  vii.  14.  ^^  If  my  people,  which  are  call- 
ed by  my  name,  &c. ;  t.  e.  They  were  called  God^s  people,  or 
the  Lord^s  people.  This  denoted  that  they  were  an  holy,  pe- 
culiar people,  above  all  others.  Deut.  vii.  6.  '^  Thou  art  an 
holy  people  unto  the  Lord ;  and  so  in  verse  14,  and  many  other 
places. 

So  the  city  Jerusalem  was  called  by  God^s  name ;  Jer« 
XST.  29. — ^*  Upon  the  city  which  is  called  by  my  name.^^  Dan. 
ix.  18,  19.  '^  And  the  city  which  is  called  by  thy  name,^'  &c. 
This  denoted,  that  it  was  an  holy  city,  a  city  chosen  of  God 
above  all  other  cities  for  holy  uses,  as  it  is  often  called  the  holy 
ctly,  as  in  Neh.  xi.  1.  '^  To  dwell  in  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city  ;^' 
and  in  many  other  places. 

So  the  temple  is  said  to  be,  an  house  called  by  God^s 
name ;  1  Kings,  viii.  43.  '^  This  house  that  is  called  by  my 
name.''  And  often  elsewhere.  That  is,  it  was  called  God's 
house,  or  the  Lord's  house.  This  denoted  that  it  was  called 
an  holy  place,  an  house  devoted  to  holy  uses,  above  all  others. 

So,  also,  we  find,  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  is  called  by 
God's  name,  being  called  in  scripture  God's  day,  or  the  Lord*s 
day^  which  denotes  that  it  is  an  holy  day,  a  day  appropriated 
to  holy  uses,  above  all  others  in  the  week. 

13.  The  tradition  of  the  church  from  age  to  age,  though 
it  be  no  rule,  yet  may  be  a  great  confirmation  of  the  truth  in 
such  a  case  as  this  is.  We  find,  by  all  accounts,  that  it  hath 
been  the  universal  custom  of  the  Christian  church,  in  all  ages, 
even  from  the  age  of  the  apostles,  to  keep  the  first  day  of  the 
week.  We  read  in  the  writings  which  remain  of  the  first, 
second,  and  third  centuries,  of  the  Christians'  keeping  the 
Lord's  day  ;  and  so  in  all  succeeding  ages  :  and  there  are  no 
accounts  that  contradict  them.  This  day  hath  all  along  been 
kept  by  Christians,  in  all  countries  throughout  the  world,  and 
by  almost  all  that  have  borne  the  name  of  Christians,  of  all 
denominationi,  however  diflTereot  in  their  opinions  as  to  other 
thine:?. 
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Ne*r,  although  this  be  not  sufficieot  of  itself,  withoat  a 
foundation  m  scripture,  yet  it  may  be  a  confirmation  of  it,  be- 
CBuae  here  is  really  matter  of  conviction  in  it  to  our  reason. 
Reason  may  greatly  confirm  truths  revealed  in  the  scriptures. 
The  universality  of  the  custom  throughout  all  Christian  coun> 
tries,  in  all  ages,  by  what  account  we  have  of  >hem,  is  a  good 
amiment,  that  the  church  had  it  from  the  apoi'tlea :  and  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  all  should  come  to  agree  to  set  op 
such  a  custom  through  the  world,  of  difierent  sects  and  opi- 
□ions,  and  we  have  no  account  of  any  such  thing. 

14.  It  is  no  way  weakening  to  these  arguments,  that  then: 
is  nothing  more  plainly  said  about  it  in  the  New  Testament,  till 
John  wrote  his  Revelation,  because  there  is  a  sufficient  reason 
to  be  given  for  it.  In  all  probability,  it  was  purposely  avoided 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  first  settling  of  Christian  churches  in 
the  world,  both  among  the  Heathen  and  among  the  Jtws,  bat 
especially  for  the  sake  of  the  Jews,  and  out  of  tenderness  to  the 
Jewish  Christians.  For  it  is  evident,  that  Christ,  and  the 
apostles,  declared  one  thing  after  another  to  tbem  gradually  as 
they  could  bear  it. 

The  Jews  had  a  regard  for  their  sabbath  pbove  almost 
any  thing  in  the  laws  of  Moses ;  and  there  was  that  in  the  Old 
Testament  which  tended  to  uphold  tbem  in  the  observance  of 
this,  much  more  strongly  than  any  thing  else  that  was  Jewish. 
God  had  made  so  much  of  it,  bad  so  solemnly,  frequently,  and 
carefully  commanded  it,  and  had  often  so  dreadfully  punished 
the  breach  of  it,  that  there  was  more  colour  for  their  retaining 
this  custom,  than  almost  any  other. 

Therefore.  Christ  dealtvery  tenderly  with  themin  this  point. 
Other  things  of  this  nature,  we  find  very  gradually  revealed. 
Christ  had  many  things  to  say,  as  we  are  informed,  which  yet 
be  said  not,  because  they  could  not  as  yet  bear  them,  and  gave 
this  reason  for  it,  that  it  was  like  puttiug  new  wine  into  old 
bottles.  They  were  so  contrary  to  their  old  customs,  that 
Christ  was  gradual  in  revealing  tbem.  He  gave  here  a  little, 
and  there  a  little,  as  they  could  bear;  and  it  was  a  long  time 
before  he  told  them  plainly  the  principal  doctrines  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.  He  took  the  most  favourable  opportunities  to 
tell  them  of  his  sufferings  and  death,  especially  when  they  were 
full  of  admiration  at  some  signal  miracle,  and  were  confirmed 
in  it,  thai  he  was  the  Messiah. 

He  told  them  many  things  much  more  plainly  aflcr  his 
resurrection  than  before.  But  t^ven  then,  he  did  not  tell  them 
alt,  but  left  more  to  be  revealed  by  the  Holy  Ghost  at  Pente- 
cost. Tlicy  therefore  were  much  more  enlightened  after  that 
than  before.  However,  as  yet  be  did  not  reveal  all.  The 
abolition  of  the  ceremonial  law  about  meats  and  drinks  was  not 
fully  known  till  alter  this. 
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The  apostles  were  ia  the  same  manner  carefat  and  tender 
of  those  to  whom  they  preached  and  wrote.  It  was  very 
gradually  that  they  ventured  to  teach  them  the  cessation  of 
the  ceremonial  laws  of  circumcision,  and  abstinence  from  un- 
clean meats;  How  tender  is  the  apostle  Paul  with  such  as 
scrupled,  in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  Romans  ?  He  directs 
those  who  had  knowledge  to  keep  it  to  themselves,  for  the  sake 
of  their  weak  brethren.  Rom.  xiv.  22. — But  I  need  say  no 
more  to'«vince  this. 

However,  I  will  say  this,  that  it  is  very  possible  that  the 
apostles  themselves  at  first  might  not  have  this  change  of  the 
day  of  the  sabbath  fully  revealed  to  them.  The  Holy  Ghost, 
at  his  descent,  revealed  much  to  them,  yet  after  thaty  they  were 
ignorant  of  much  of  gospel-doctrine ;  yea,  th.ey  were  so  a  ereat 
while  after  they  acted  the  part  of  apostles,  in  preaching,  oap- 
tizing,  and  governing  the  church.  Peter  was  surprised  when  he 
was  commanded  to  eat  meats  legally  unclean  ;  and  so  were  the 
apostles  in  general,  when  Peter  was  commanded  to  go  to  the 
Gentiles,  to  preach  to  them. 

Thus  tender  was  Christ  of  the  church  while  an  infant. 
He  did  not  feed  ftem  with  stroi^  meat,  but  was  carefiil  to 
bring  in  the  observance  of  the  £ord's  day  by  degrees,  and 
tbenefore  lOok  all  occasions  to  honour  it,  by  appearing  from 
time  to  time  of  choice  on  that  day  ;  by  sending  down  his  Spirit 
on  that  day  in  that  remarkable  manner  at  Pentecost ;  by  ordering 
Christians  to  meet  in  order  to  break  bread  on  that  day,  and  by 
ordering  their  contributions  and  other  duties  of  worship  to  be 
holden  on  it ;  thus  introducing  the  observance  of  it  by  degrees. 
And  though  as  yet  the  Holy  Ghost  did  not  speak  very  plainly 
about  it,  yet  God  took  special  care  that  there  should  be  sufficient 
evidences  of  his  will,  to  be  found  out  by  the  Christian  church, 
when  it  should  be  more  established  and  settled,  and  should  have 
come  to  the  strength  of  a  man. 

Thus  I  leave  it  with  every  one  to  judge,  whether  there  be 
not  sufficient  evidence,  that  it  is  the  mmd  and  will  of  God  that 
the  first  day  of  the  week  should  be  kept  by  the  Christian  church 
as  a  sabbath. 


Vou  Vr.  21 


SERMON  XV. 


THE  PERPETITITY  Ain>  CHANGE  OF  THE  SABBATH. 


1  Cor.  xvu  1,  2. 

Jiow  concerning  the  collection  for  the  saints,  as  I  have  giv^n 

order  to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  so  do  ye.     Upon  the 

first  day  of  the  week,  let  every  one  of  you  lay  hy  him  in 

store,  as  God  hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gatherings 

when  I  come. 

It  is  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  that  the  Brst  day  of  the  week 
should  be  especially  set  apart  among  Christians  for  religious 
exercises  and  duties. 

On  this  doctrine  I  have  already  discoursed,  under  two  pro- 
positions, showing,  firsts  That  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  one  day 
of  the  week  be,  in  all  ages,  set  apart  for  religious  duties ;  and 
secondly^  That  under  the  gospel,  this  day  ought  to  be  the  first 
day  of  the  week.     I  now  proceed  to  the 

APPLICATION. 

This  shall  be  in  an  use  of  exhortation. 

1.  Let  us  be  thankful  for  the  institution  of  the  Christian 
sabbath.  It  is  a  thing  wherein  God  hath  shown  his  mercy  to 
us,  and  his  care  for  our  souls.  He  shows,  that  he,  by  his  in- 
finite wisdom,  is  contriving  for  our  good,  as  Christ  teaches 
us  that  the  sabbath  was  made  for  man ;  Mark  ii.  27.  <'  The 
sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  sabbath.^^  It 
was  made  for  the  profit  and  for  the  comfort  of  our  souls. 

The  sabbath  is  a  day  of  rest :  God  hath  appointed  that 
we  should,  every  seventh  day,  rest  from  all  our  worldly  labours. 
Instead  of  that,  he  mi^t  have  appointed  the  hardest  labours 
for  us  to  go  through,  some  severe  hardships  for  us  to  endure, 
ft  is  a  day  of  outward,  but  especially  of  spiritual  rest.    It  is  a 
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day  appointed  of  God,  that  bis  people  thereon  may  findjrest 
unto  their  souls ;  that  the  souls  of  believers  may  rest  and  be 
refreshed  in  their  Saviour.  It  is  a  day  of  rejoicing :  God  made 
it  to  be  a  joyful  day  to  the  church ;  Psal.  cxviii.  24. — ^**  Thia 
is  the  day  wnich  the  Lord  hath  made,  we  will  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  it.^  They  that  aright  receive  and  improve  the  sabbath, 
call  it  a  delight  and  honourable :  it  is  a  pleasant  and  a  joyful 
day  to  them  ;  it  is  an  image  of  the  future  heavenly  rest  of  the 
church.  Heb.  iv.  9,  10,  11.  ^^  There  remaineth  therefore  a 
rest  (orsabbatism,  as  it  is  in  the  original)  to  the  people  of  God. 
For  he  that  hath  entered  into  his  rest,  he  also  hath  ceased  from 
his  own  works,  as  God  did  from  his.  Let  us  labour  therefore 
to  enter  into  that  rest.'' 

The  Christian  sabbath  is  one  of  the  most  precious  enjoy- 
ments of  the  visible  church*  Ohrist  showed  his  love  to  ms 
church  in  instituting  it ;  and  it  becomes  the  Christian  church  to 
be  thankful  to  her  Lord  for  it.  The  very  name  of  this  day,  the 
Lord?s  day^  or  Jesus* s  day^  should  endear  it  to  Christians,  as  it 
intimates  the  special  relation  it  has  to  Christ,  and  also  the  design 
of  it,  which  is  the  commemoration  of  our  dear  Saviour,  and  his 
love  to  his  church  in  redeeming  it. 

3.  Be  exhorted  to  k^p  this  day  holy. — God  hath  given 
such  evidences  that  this  is  his  mind,  that  he  will  surely  require 
it  of  you,  if  you  do  not  strictly  and  conscientiously  observe  it. 
And  if  you  do  thus  observe  it,  you  may  have  this  comfort  in  the 
reflection  upon  your  conduct,  that  you  have  not  been  super- 
stitious in  it,  but  have  done  as  God  hath  revealed  it  to  be  his 
mind  and  will  in  his  word,  that  you  should  do;  and  that  in  so 
doing  you  are  in  the  way  of  God^s  acceptance  and  reward. 

Here  let  me  lay  beiore  you  the  following  motives  to  excite 
you  to  this  duty. 

(1.)  By  a  strict  observation  of  the  sabbath,  the  name  of 
God  is  honoured,  and  that  in  such  a  way  as  is  very  acceptable 
to  him.  Isa.  Iviii.  13.  ^Mf  thou  call  the  sabbath  a  delight, 
the  holy  of  the  Lord,  and  shah  honour  him.^^  God  is  honoured 
by  it,  as  it  is  a  visible  manifestation  of  respect  to  God's  holy 
law,  and  a  reverencing  of  that  which  has  a  peculiar  relation 
to  God  himself,  and  that  more  in  some  respects  than  the  ob- 
servance of  many  other  commands.  And  man  may  be  just, 
and  generous,  and  yet  not  so  plainly  show  respect  to  the  re- 
veal^ mind  and  will  of  God,  tor  many  of  the  Heathen  have 
been  so.  But  if  a  pers  on  with  evident  strictness  and  care, 
observe  the  sabbath,  it  is  a  visible  manifestation  of  a  conscien- 
tious regard  to  God^s  declaration  of  his  mind,  and  so  is  a  visible 
honour  done  to  his  authority. 

By  a  strict  observance  of  the  sabbath,  the  face  of  religion 
is  kept  up  in  the  world.  If  it  were  not  for  the  sabbath,  there 
would  be  but  little  public  and  visible  appearance  o(  serving, 
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^_  ipping,  and  reverencing  tbe  supreme  and  invisible  Being. 
s  sabbath  seems  to  have  been  appointed  very  much  for  tbig 
end,  viz.  to  uphold  Ihe  visibility  of  religion  in  public,  or  among 
professing  societies  of  men;  and  by  how  much  greater  ihe 
strictness  is  with  nliich  the  sabbath  is  observed,  and  with  how 
much  more  solemnity  the  duties  of  it  are  observed,  among  a 
people;  by  so  much  tbe  greater  is  the  manifestation  among 
them  of  respect  to  the  divine  Being. 

This  should  be  a  powerlul  motive  with  us  to  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Sabbath.  It  should  be  our  study  above  all  things  (o 
honour  and  glorify  God.  It  should  be  the  great  thing  with  &il 
that  bear  Ihe  name  of  Christians,  to  honour  their  great  God 
and  King,  and  I  hope  is  a  great  thing  with  many  that  hear  me 
at  this  time.  If  it  be  your  inquiry,  if  it  be  your  desire,  to  ho- 
nour God  ;  by  this  subject  you  are  directed  to  one  way  whereby 
you  may  do  much  in  that  way,  vi:.  by  honouring  the  Sabbatit 
and  by  showing  a  careful  and  strict  observance  of  it. 

(2.)  That  which  is  the  business  of  tbe  Sabbath,  is  the  great- 
est business  of  our  lives,  vh.  that  of  religion.  To  serve  and 
worship  God,  is  that  for  which  we  were  made,  and  for  which 
we  had  our  being  given  us.  Other  business,  which  is  of  a  seen- 
lar  nature,  and  on  which  we  are  wont  lo  attend  on  week  days, 
is  but  subordinate,  and  ought  to  be  subservient  to  the  higher 
purposes  and  ends  of  religion.  Therefore,  surely  we  should 
not  think  much  of  devoting  one  seventh  part  of  our  time,  to  be 
wholly  spent  in  this  business,  and  to  be  set  apart  to  exercise 
ourselves  in  the  immediate  duties  of  religion, 

(3.)  Let  it  be  considered,  that  all  our  time  is  God's,  and 
therefore,  when  he  challenges  of  us  one  day  in  seven,  he  chal- 
lenges his  oton.  He  doth  not  exceed  his  right;  he  would  not 
have  exceeded  it,  if  he  had  challenged  a  far  greater  proportion 
of  our  time  to  be  spent  in  his  immediate  service.  But  he  hath 
mercifully  considered  our  state,  and  our  necessities  here  ;  Bnd> 
as  he  hath  consuUcd  the  good  of  our  souls  in  appointing  a  se- 
venth day,  for  the  immediate  duties  of  religion,  so  he  hath  con- 
sidered our  outward  necessities,  and  bath  allowed  us  six  days 
for  attendance  on  our  outward  atTairs.  What  unworthy  treat- 
ment, therefore,  will  it  be  of  God,  if  we  refuse  to  allow  him 
even  the  seventh  day  ! 

(4.)  As  tlie  Sabbath  is  a  day  which  is  especially  set  apart 
for  reli^ous  exercises,  so  it  is  a  day  wherein  God  especially 
confers  his  grace  and  blessing.  As  God  bath  commanded  us 
to  set  it  apart  to  have  converse  wilh  him,  so  hath  he  set  it 
apart  for  himself  to  have  converse  with  us.  As  God  hath  com- 
manded us  to  observe  the  Sabbalh,  so  God  observes  the  Sab- 
bath too.  It  is  witli  respect  to  the  Sabbalh,  as  Solomon  prayed 
that  it  might  be  with  respect  (o  (he  temple,  2  Chron.  vi.  90. 
UiB  eyes  are  open  upon  it :    He  stands  ready  then  especially 
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to  hear  prayers,  to  accept  of  religious  services,  to  meet  his 
people,  to  manifest  himself  to  them,  to  give  his  Holy  Spirit 
and  blessing  to  those  who  diligently  and  conscientiously  sanc- 
tify it. 

That  we  should  sanctify  the  Sabbath,  as  we  have  observed, 
is  according  to  God^s  institution.  God,  in  a  sense,  observes 
his  own  institutions  ;  «.  e.  is  wont  to  cause  them  to  be  attended 
with  a  blessing.  The  institutions  of  God  are  his  appointed 
means  of  grace,  and  with  his  institutions  he  hath  promised  his 
blessing ;  Exod.  xx.  24.  ''  in  all  places  where  I  record  my 
name,  1  will  come  unto  thee,  and  I  will  bless  thee/'  For  the 
same  reason,  we  may  conclude,  that  God  will  meet  his  people 
and  bless  them,  waiting  upon  him  not  only  in  appointed  places, 
but  at  appointed  times,  and  in  all  appointed  ways.  Christ  hath 
promised,  that  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  his 
name,  he  will  be  in  the  midst  of  them,  Matt,  xviii.  20.  One 
thing  included  in  the  expression,  in  his  name,  is,  that  it  is  by  his 
appointment,  and  according  to  his  institution. 

God  hath  made  it  our  duty,  by  his  institution,  to  set  apart 
this  day  for  a  special  seeking  of  his  grace  and  blessing.  From 
which  we  may  argue,  that  he  will  be  especially  ready  to  confer 
bis  grace  on  those  who  thus  seek  it.  If  it  be  the  day  on  which 
God  requires  us  especially  to  seek  him,  we  may  argue,  that  it  is 
a  day  on  which  especially  he  will  be  found.  That  God  is  ready 
on  this  day  especially  to  bestow  his  blessing  on  them  that  keep 
it  aright,  is  implied  in  that  expression  of  God^s  blessing  the  Sab- 
bath-day. God  hath  not  only  hallowed  the  Sabbath-day,  but 
blessed  it ;  he  hath  given  his  blessing  to  it,  and  will -confer  his 
blessing  upon  all  the  due  observers  of  it.  He  hath  hallowed  it, 
or  appointed  that  it  be  kept  holy  by  us,  and  hath  blessed  it ;  he 
hath  determined  to  give  bis  blessing  upon  it. 

So  that  here  is  great  encouragement  for  us  to  keep  holy 
the  sabbath,  as  we  would  seek  God's  grace  and  our  own  spirit- 
ual good.  The  Sabbath-day  is  an  accepted  time,  a  day  of  sal- 
vation, a  time  wherein  God  especially  loves  to  be  sought,  and 
loves  to  be  found.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  takes  delight  in  his 
own  day ;  he  delights  to  honour  it ;  he  delights  to  meet  with 
and  aianifest  himself  to  his  disciples  on  it,  as  he  showed  before 
his  ascension,  by  appearing  to  them  from  time  to  time  on  this 
day.  On  this  day,  be  delights  to  give  bis  Holy  Spirit,  as  he  in- 
timated by  choosing  it  as  the  day  ob  which  to  pour  out  the  Spirit 
in  so  remarkable  a  manner  on  the  primitive  church,  and  on 
wtuch  to  give  his  Spirit  to  the  apostle  John. 

Of  old,  God  blessed  the  seventh  day,  or  appointed  it  to  be 
a  day  whereon  especially  he  would  bestow  blessings  on  his 
people,  at  an  expression  of  bis  own  joyful  remembrance  of 
that  day,  and  of  the  rest  and  refreshment  which  he  had  on  it. 
Exod.  3uxi.  16,  17.     ^  Wherefore  the  children  of  Israel  shall 
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keep  the  sabbath. — For  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and 
earth,  and  on  the  seventh  day  he  rested  and  was  refreshed.'* 
As  princes  give  gifts  on  their  birth-days,  on  their  marriage-days, 
and  the  like ;  so  God  was  wont  to  dispense  spiritual  gifts  on  the 
seventh  day. 

B' it  how  much  more  reason  has  Christ  to  bless  the  day  of 
bis  resurrection,  and  to  delight  to  honour  it,  and  to  confer  his 
grace  and  blessed  gifts  on  his  people  on  this  day.  It  was  a  day 
whereon  Christ  rested  and  was  refreshed  in  a  literal  sense.  It 
was  a  day  of  deliverance  from  the  chains  of  death,  the  day  of 
his  finishing  that  great  and  difficult  work  of  redemption,  which 
had  been  upon  his  heart  from  all  eternity ;  the  day  of  his  justi- 
fication by  the  Father ;  the  day  of  the  beginning  of  his  exalta- 
tion, and  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  promises  of  the  Father ;  the 
day  when  he  had  eternal  life,  which  he  had  purchased,  put  into 
his  hands. — On  this  day  Christ  doth  indeed  delight  to  distribute 
gifts,  and  blessings,  and  joy  and  happiness,  and  will  delight  to 
do  the  same  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

O  therefore,  how  well  is  it  worth  our  while  to  improve  this 
day,  to  call  upon  God  and  seek  Jesus  Christ!  Let  awakened 
sinners  be  stirred  up  by  these  things  to  improve  the  sabbath-day, 
as  they  would  lay  themselves  most  in  the  way  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  Improve  this  day  to  call  upon  God  ;  for  then  he  is  near. 
Improve  it  for  reading  the  holy  scriptures,  and  diligently  attend- 
ing his  word  preached  ;  for  then  is  the  likeliest  time  to  have  the 
Spirit  accompanying  it.  Let  the  saints  who  are  desirous  of 
growing  in  grace,  and  enjoying  communion  with  Christ,  improve 
the  sabbath  in  order  to  it. 

(5)  The  last  motive  which  Ishall  mention,  is  the  experience 
of  the  influence  which  a  strict  observance  of  the  sabbath  has 
upon  the  whole  of  religion.     It  may  be  observed,  that  in  those 

E laces  where  the  sabbath  is  well  kept,  religion  in  general  will 
e  most  flourishing;  and  that  in  those  places  where  the  sabbath 
is  not  much  noticed,  and  much  is  not  made  of  it,  there  is  no 
great  matter  of  religion  any  way. — But, 

Inq.  How  ought  we  to  keep  the  sabbath  ? 

Ans.  1.  We  ought  to  be  exceedingly  careful  on  this  day  to 
abstain  from  sin.  Indeed,  all  breaches  of  the  sabbath  are 
sinful ;  but  we  speak  now  of  those  things  which  are  in  them- 
selves sinful,  or  sinful  upon  other  accounts,  besides  that  they  are 
done  upon  the  sabbath.  The  sabbath  being  holy  time,  it  is 
especially  defiled  by  the  commission  of  sin.  Sin  by  being  com- 
mitted on  this  day,  becomes  the  more  exceeding  sinful.  We 
are  required  to  abstain  from  sin  at  all  times,  but  especially  on 
holy  time.  The  commission  of  immoralities  on  the  sabbath  is 
the  worst  way  of  profaning  it,  that  which  most  provokes  God« 
and  brings  most  guilt  upon  the  touts  of  men. 
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How  provoking  must  it  be  to  God,  when  men  do  those 
things  on  that  day — which  he  has  sanctified,  and  set  apart  to  be 
spent  in  the  immediate  exercises  of  rehgion — which  are  not  fit 
to  be  done  on  common  days,  which  arc  impure  and  wicked 
whenever  they  are  done ! 

Therefore,  if  any  persons  be  guilty  of  any  such  wickedness, 
as  intemperance  or  any  unclean  actions,  they  do  in  a  very  horrid 
manner  profane  the  sabbath.  Or  if  they  be  guilty  of  wicked- 
ness in  speech,  of  talking  profanely,  or  in  an  unclean  and  lasci- 
vious manner,  or  of  talkmg  against  their  neighbours,  they  do  in 
a  dreadful  manner  profane  the  sabbath.  Yet  very  commonly 
those  who  are  used  to  such  things  on  week-days,  have  not  a 
conscience  to  restrain  them  on  the  sabbath.  It  is  well  if  those 
that  live  in  the  indulgence  of  the  lust  of  nncleanness  on  week- 
days, be  not  some  way  or  other  unclean  on  the  sabbath.  They 
will  be  indulging  the  same  lusts  then ;  they  will  be  indulging 
their  impure  flames  in  their  imaginations  at  least ;  and  it  is  well 
if  they  keep  clear  while  in  the  house  of  God,  and  while  they 
pretend  to  be  worshipping  God.  The  unclean  young  man  gives 
this  account  of  himself,  Prov.  v.  14.  ^^  I  was  almost  in  all  evil 
in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  and  the  assembly. ^^  So  those 
who  are  addicted  to  an  impure  way  of  talking  in  the  week-time, 
have  nothing  to  keep  them  from  the  same  upon  the  sabbath, 
when  they  meet  together.  But  dreadfully  is  God  provoked  by 
such  things. 

We  ought  carefully  to  watch  over  our  own  hearts,  and  to 
avoid  all  sinful  thoughts  on  the  sabbath.  We  ought  to  maintain 
such  a  reverence  for  the  sabbath,  as  to  have  a  peculiar  dread 
of  sin,  such  as  shall  awe  us  to  a  very  careful  watch  over  our- 
selves. 

2.  We  ought  to  be  careful  to  abstain  from  all  worldly  con- 
cerns. The  reason,  as  we  have  showed,  why  it  is  needful  and 
proper  that  certain  stated  parts  of  time  should  be  set  apart  to 
be  devoted  to  religious  exercises,  is  because  the  state  of  man- 
kind is  such  in  this  world,  that  they  are  necessitated  to  exercise 
their  minds,  and  employ  their  thoughts  about  secular  matters. 
It  is  therefore  convenient  that  there  should  be  stated  times, 
wherein  all  should  be  obliged  to  throw  by  all  other  concerns, 
that  their  minds  may  the  more  freely  and  with  less  entanglement, 
be  engaged  in  religious  and  spiritual  exerci-es. 

We  are  therefore  to  do  thus,  or  else  we  frustrate  the  very 
design  of  the  institution  of  a  sabbath.  We  are  strictly  to  abstain 
from  being  outwardly  engaged  in  any  worldly  thing,  either 
worldly  business  or  recreations.  We  are  to  rest  in  remembrance 
of  God^s  rest  from  the  work  of  creation,  and  of  Chri^t'ii  rest 
from  the  work  of  redemption.     We  should  ^ful  that  we 

do  not  encroach  upon  the  sabbath  at  its  In  h  bu*yirH{ 

ourselves  about  the  world  after  the  sd  on«    Wo 
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should  avoid  talking  about  worldly  matters,  aod  ev^n  thinkiitg 
abont  them  ;  for  whether  we  outwardly  concern  ourselvcB  with 
the  world  or  not,  yet  if  our  minds  be  upon  it,  we  frustrate  the 
end  of  the  sabbath.  The  end  of  its  separation  from  otlierdaya 
is,  that  our  minds  may  be  disengaged  from  worldly  things ;  and 
we  are  to  avoid  being  outwardly  concerned  with  the  world, 
only  for  this  reason,  that  Ihal  cannot  be  without  taking  up  our 
minds. — We  ought  therefore  to  give  the  world  no  place  in  our 
thoughts  on  the  sabbath,  but  to  abstract  ourselves  from  all 
worldly  concerns,  and  maintain  a  watch  over  ourselves,  that 
the  world  do  not  encroach,  as  it  is  very  apt  to  do.  Isaiah  Iviii. 
13,  14. 

3.  We  ought  to  spend  the  time  in  religious  exercises. 
This  is  (he  mure  ultimate  end  of  the  sabbath.  We  are  to 
keep  our  minds  separale  from  the  world,  principally  for  this 
end,  that  we  may  be  the  more  free  for  religious  exercises.-^ 
Though  it  be  a  day  of  rest,  yet  it  was  not  designed  to  bo 
a  day  of  idleness.  To  rest  from  worldly  employments,  with- 
out employing  ourselves  about  any  thing,  is  but  to  lay  our- 
selves ao  much  more  in  the  devil's  way.  The  mind  will  be 
employed  some  way  or  other;  and  therefore,  doubtless  the 
end  for  which  we  are  to  call  o^our  minds  from  worldly  things 
OD  the  sabbath  is,  that  we  may  employ  them  about  things  that 
are  better. 

We  are  to  attend  on  spiritual  exercises  wilh  the  gi^tttest 
diligence.  That  it  is  a  day  of  rest,  doth  not  hinder  us  in  so 
doing ;  for  we  arc  to  look  on  spiritual  exercises  but  as  the  rest 
and  refreshment  of  the  soul.  In  heaven,  where  the  people 
of  Go(  have  the  most  perfect  rest,  they  are  not  idle,  but  are 
employed  in  spiritual  and  heavenly  exercises. — We  should 
take  care  therefore  to  employ  our  minds  on  a  sabbath-day  on 
spiritual  objects  b^  holy  meditation  ;  improving  for  our  help 
therein  the  holy  scriptures,  and  other  books  that  are  according 
to  the  word  of  God.  We  should  also  employ  ourselves 
outwardly  on  this  day  in  the  duties  of  divine  worship,  in 
public  and  private.  It  is  proper  to  be  more  frequent  and 
abundant  in  secret  duties  on  this  day,  than  on  other  days,  as 
we  have  time  and  opportunity,  as  well  as  to  attend  on  pubU'c 
ordinances. 

It  is  proper  on  this  d.iy,  not  only  especially  to  promote 
the  exercise  of  religion  in  ourselvct',  but  also  in  others;  to  bo 
a»Eii>ling  them,  and  endeavouring  to  promote  their  spiritual 
good,  by  religious  conference. — Especially  those  who  have 
the  care  of  others  ought,  on  this  day,  to  endeavour  to  promote 
their  spiritual  good  :  heads  of  families  should  be  instructing  and 
counttdling  their  children,  and  quickening  them  in  the  wars  of 
religion,  and  should  see  to  it  that  the  sabbath  be  strictly  Iccpt 
in  their  houses.     A  pccuhar  blessing  may  be  expected  upon 
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those  &Buiies  wb«^  xheTt  is  o^f  c£r£  t&koc  dikx  uk  s&iUiuli  be 
sthcdr  ftod  ^ieroothr  cteerred. 

i.  We  MPC  OD  ttis  diT  espdculir  it%  nci^nftie  «p<nk  mmL 
cdeknte  the  wiotk  of  rDdenpcmu  We  jtf>e  vidi  lycitiil  jiy 
to  leflKsber  the  leBHnccxkMi  <»f  Obiist :  ber^K^  ihit  t»»  dile 
fiBUhng  <tf  that  wwk.  Aad  this  k  the  diy  wherMn  Orat 
rested  wad  wms  refreshed,  after  he  hftd  cBdmoeid  diose 
Imboon  whkh  he  eaAvred  fer  <Hir  peiniiMig  soak.  This 
the  Aij  of  the  giWfW  <tf  Chrat^  heut;  ttv^is  die  dij  oi  his 
dehvenace  £poa  the  chuBS  of  deftth.  mad  abo  ot  oor  delii>cn»De : 
far  ve  ore  delircred  la  hioi  who  is  oor  heod.  He,  ms  it  wcie. 
rose  with  his  elect.  He  is  the  fiist*£nnts :  those  thit  are 
Chfwt^  mil  feBow.  Chmt,  whea  he  rose,  wms  ^osliied  as  a 
pabKc  ferMMi,  mad  we  are  josltted  ia  him.  This  is  the  daj  of 
oor  deKrerance  oot  of  Egrpt. 

We  should  therefore  mfditite  on  ties  with  joj ;  we  should 
hare  a  sjmiiatfay  with  Oirist  ia  hu  joj.  As  be  was  re&eshed 
on  this  day,  so  we  shoold  be  refiedied,  as  those  whose  hearts 
are  onited  with  Us.  When  Chiist  rejoices,  it  becomes  all  his 
charch  eyery  where  to  rejoice. — We  are  to  saj  of  this  day, 
^'  This  is  the  day  that  the  Lord  hath  made :  we  will  r^oice  and 
bei^mit.'' 

Bat  we  are  not  only  to  commemorate  the  resanrection  of 
Christ,  bat  the  whole  work  of  redemption,  of  which  this  was 
the  finishing.  We  keep  the  day  on  which  the  work  was  finish* 
ed,  becaase  it  is  in  remembrance  of  the  whole  work.-^We 
sboald  on  this  day  contemplate  die  wonderful  Iotc  of  God  and 
of  Christ,  as  expressed  in  the  work  of  redemption ;  and  oar  re- 
membrance of  these  things  should  be  accompanied  widi  suitable 
exercises  of  soul  with  respect  to  them.  When  we  call  to  mind 
the  love  of  Christ,  it  should  be  with  a  return  of  love  on  oar 
part.  When  we  commemorate  this  work,  it  should  be  with 
raith  in  the  Saviour.  And  we  should  praise  God  and  the  Lamb 
for  this  work,  for  the  divine  glory  and  love  manifested  in  it,  in 
our  private  and  public  prayers,  in  talkii^  of  the  wonderful 
works  of  God,  and  in  singing  divine  son^. 

Hence  it  is  proper  that  Christ^s  disciples  should  choose  this 
day  to  come  t<^ther  to  break  bread,  or  to  celebrate  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  Lord^s  supper,  (Acts  xx.  7.)  because  it  is  an  ordi- 
nance instituted  in  remembrance  of  the  work  of  redemption. 

5.  Works  of  mercy  and  charity  are  very  proper  and  ac- 
ceptable to  Christ  on  this  day.  They  were  proper  on  the  ancient 
sabbath.  Christ  was  wont  to  do  such  works  oi»the  sabbath-day. 
But  they  especially  become  the  Christian  sabbath,  because  it  is 
a  day  kept  in  commemoration  of  the  greatest  woik  of  mercy 
and  love  towards  us  that  ever  was  wrought-  What  can  be  more 
proper,  than  that  on  such  a  day  we  should  be  expressing  our 
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love  and  mercy  towards  our  fellow-creatures,  and  especially  our 
fellow-christiaDS.  Christ  loves  to  see  us  show  our  thankfulness 
to  him  in  such  ways  as  these.  Therefore  we  find  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  especially  careful,  that  such  works  should  be  perform- 
ed on  the  first  day  of  the  week  in  the  primitive  church,  as  we 
learn  by  our  text. 


.^ 


SERMON  XVI. 


X  DIVINB  Ain>  SUPERNATURAL  LIGHT,  IMMEDIATELY  IM- 
PARTED TO  THE  SOUL  BY  THE  SPIRIT  OP  GOD,  SHOWN 
TO  BE  BOTH  A  SCRIPTURAL  AND  RATIONAL  DOCTRINE^ 


Matt.  xvi.   17. 

.ind  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him^  Blessed  art  thoii^ 
Simon  Bar-jona:  for  flesh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed 
it  unto  theBj  out  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 


Christ  addresses  these  words  to  Peter  apon  occasion  of  his 
professing  his  (aith  in  him  as  the  Son  of  God.  Our  Lord  was 
inquiring  of  his  disciples,  whom  men  said  that  he  *  was ;  not 
that  he  needed  to  be  informed,  but  only  to  introduce  and  give 
occasion  to  what  follows.  They  answer,  that  some  said  he 
was  John  the  Baptist,  and  some  Elias,  and  others  Jeremias, 
or  one  of  the  prophets.  When  they  had  thus  given  an 
account  whom  others  said  that  he  was,  Christ  asks  them, 
whom  they  said  that  he  was  ?  Simon  Peter,  whom  we  find 
always  zealous  and  forward,  was  the  first  to  answer:  he 
readily  replied  to  the  question,  TTiou  art  Christ  the  Son  of 
the  living  God. 

Upon  this  occasion,  Christ  says  as  he  does  to  him  and  of 
him  in  the  text :  in  which  we  may  observe, 

J  •  That  Peter  is  pronounced  blessed  on  this  account. — 
Blessed  art  thou — '^  Thou  art  an  happy  man,  that  thou  art 
not  ignorant  of  this,  that  I  am  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living 
God.  Thou  art  distin^ishingly  happy.  Others  are  blindedy 
and  have  dark  and  deluded  apprehensions,  as  you  have  now 
given  an  account,  some  thinkmg  that  I  am  Elias,  and  some 
that  I  am  Jeremias,  and  some  one  thing,  bnd  some  another : 
but  none  of  tliem   thinking  right  all  of  them   are  misled. 

*  Preached  at  NotthamptoB,  and  published  at  the  desire  of  flome  of  the 
hearera,  in  the  ytu  itSl 
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Happy  art  tlion,  Ibat  art  90  distinguished  as  to  know 
in  tbis  matter." 

3.  The  evidence  of  this  his  happiness  declared,  ru. 
That  God,  and  he  only,  had  rcvcaltd  it  to  liim.  This  is  an 
evidence  of  his  being  blessed. 

First.  As  it  shows  how  pecnharly  favoured  he  was  of 
God  above  others;  y.  d.  "How  bighl}'  favoured  art  thou, 
that  others,  wise  and  great  men,  the  scribes,  I'harisees,  and 
rulers,  and  the  nation  in  general,  are  left  in  darkness,  to 
follotv  their  own  misguided  apprehensions;  and  that  lliou 
shouldst  be  singled  out,  as  it  were,  by  name,  that  my  heavenly 
Father  should  thus  set  his  love  on  ihee,  Simon  Bar-jona. — 
This  argues  thee  blessed,  that  thou  shouldst  thus  be  the  object 
of  God's  distinguishing  love." 

Secondlif.  It  evidences  his  blessedness  also,  as  it  intimates 
that  this  knowledge  is  above  any  that  Jlesk  and  blood  can 
reveal.  "  This  is  such  knowledge  as  only  my  Father  which  u 
in  heaven  can  give.  It  is  too  high  and  escellent  to  be  com- 
municated by  such  means  as  other  knowledge  is.  Thou  art 
blessed,  that  thou  knowest  what  God  alone  can  teach  thee." 

The  original  of  this  knowledge  is  here  declared,  both 
negatively  and  positively.  PoHttvcli/,  as  God  is  here  declared 
the  author  of  it.  J/egaliveli/,  as  it  is  declared,  that  flesh  and 
blood  had  not  revealed  if.  God  is  the  author  of  all  knowledge 
and  understanding  whatsoever.  He  is  the  author  of  all  moral 
prudence,  and  of  the  skill  that  men  have  in  their  secular 
business.  Thus  it  is  said  of  all  in  Israel  that  were  misc 
hearted,  and  skilled  in  embroidering,  that  God  had  Jilled  them 
mith  the  spirit  aftoisdom.     Exod,  xsviii.  3. 

God  is  the  author  of  such  knowledge;  yet  so  that  flesh 
and  blood  rcoeals  it.  Morlal  men  are  capable  of  imparting 
the  knowledge  of  human  arts  and  sciences,  and  skill  in  tem- 
poral affairs.  God  is  the  author  of  such  knowledge  by  those 
means :  flesh  and  blood  is  employed  as  the  mediate  or  second 
cause  of  it;  he  conveys  it  by  the  power  and  influence  of 
natural  means-  But  this  spiritual  knowledge,  spoken  of  in 
(he  text,  is  what  God  is  the  author  of,  and  none  else :  be 
reveals  it,  and  flesh  and  blood  reveals  it  not.  He  imparts  tbis 
knowledge  immediately,  not  making  use  of  any  intermediate 
natural  causes,  as  he  docs  in  other  knowledge. 

What  bad  passed  in  (he  preceding  discourse  naturally 
occasioned  Christ  to  obs<rvc  this;  because  the  disciples  bad 
been  telling  how  others  did  not  know  him,  but  were  gcnerallj 
mistaken  about  him,  divided  and  confounded  in  their  opinions 
of  him  :  but  Peter  had  declared  his  assured  faith,  that  he  was 
the  Son  of  God.  Now  it  was  natural  to  observe,  how  it  wta 
not  flesh  and  blood  that  had  revealed  it  to  him,  but  God;  for 
if  this  knowledge  were  dependent  on  natural  canses  or  means- 
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how  came  it  to  pass  that  they,  a  company  of  poor  tishenueiK 
ilhterate  meo,  and  persons  of  low  education^  attained  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth ;  while  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees^  men 
of  vastly  higher  advantages^  and  greater  knowled^  and  sanci* 
tjy  in  other  matters,  remained  in  ignorance  f  This  could  be 
owing  only  to  the  gracious  distinguishing  influence  and  revela* 
tion  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  Hence^  what  I  would  make  the 
subject  of  my  present  discourse,  from  these  words,  is  this 

DOCTRINE. 

That  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  spiritual  and  divine  light, 
immediately  imparted  to  the  soul  b}  God,  of  a  different  nature 
from  any  that  is  obtained  by  natural  means.  And  on  this  sub* 
ject  I  would, 

I.  Show  what  this  divine  light  is. 

II.  How  it  is  given  immediately  by  God,  and  not  obtained 
by  natural  means. 

III.  Show  the  truth  6f  the  doctrine. 

And  then  conclude  with  a  brief  improvement. 

I.  I  would  show  what  this  spiritual  and  divine  light  is. 
And  in  order  to  it  would  show, 

Firsts  In  a  few  things,  what  it  is  not.  And  here, 
1.  Those  convictions  that  natural  men  may  have  of  their 
sin  and  misery,  is  not  this  spiritual  and  divine  light.  Men, 
in  a  natural  condition,  may  have  convictions  of  the  suilt  that 
lies  upon  them,  and  of  the  anger  of  God,  and  their  aanger  of 
divine  vengeance.  Such  convictions  are  from  the  liirbt  of 
truth.  That  some  sinners  have  a  greater  conviction  oi  their 
guilt  and  misery  than  others,  is  because  some  have  more 
light,  or  more  of  an  apprehension  of  truth  than  others.  And 
this  light  and  conviction  may  be  from  the  Spirit  of  God ;  the 
Spirit  convinces  men  of  sm ;  but  fet  nature  is  much  more 
concerned  in  it  than  in  the  communication  of  that  spiritual 
and  divine  light  that  is  spoken  of  in  the  doctrine ;  it  is  from 
the  Spirit  of  God  only  as  assisting  natural  principles,  and  not 
as  infusing  any  new  principles.  Common  grace  diffi  rs  from 
special,  in  that  it  influences  only  by  assisting  of  nature ;  and 
not  by  imparting  grace,  or  bestowing  any  thing  above  nature. 
The  light  that  is  obtained,  is  wholly  natural,  or  of  no  superior 
kind  to  what  mere  nature  attains  to,  though  more  of  that  kind 
be  obtained  than  would  be  obtained,  if  men  were  leA  f^^olly 
to  themselves ;  or,  in  other  words,  common  srace  only  Htsists 
the  facoltieB  of  the  soul  to  do  that  more  fully  which  they  do 
by  oature,  as  natural  conscience  or  reason  will  by  mere  nature 
make  a  man  sensible  of  guilt,  and  will  accase  and  condemn 
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him  when  he  has  done  amiss.  Conscience  is  a  principM-- 
natural  (o  men;  and  the  work  that  it  doth  nalurnlly,  or  of 
itself,  is  to  ^ive  an  apprehension  of  right  and  wrong,  and  In 
suggest  to  the  mind  the  relation  that  there  is  betneen  right  and 
wrong  and  a  retribution.  The  Spirit  of  God,  in  those  convic- 
liona  which  unregenerate  men  sometimes  have,  assists  con- 
science la  do  this  work  in  a  further  degree  ihan  it  would  do  it' 
they  were  left  tu  themselves.  He  helps  it  against  those  (hinga 
that  tend  to  stupify  it,  and  obstruct  its  exercise.  But  in  the 
renewing  and  sanctifying  worlc  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  those 
things  are  wrought  in  Ihe  soul  that  are  above  nature,  and  of 
which  there  is  nothing  of  the  like  kind  in  the  soul  by  nature  ; 
and  they  are  caused  to  exist  in  the  soul  habitually,  and  accord- 
ing to  such  a  stated  constitution  or  law,  that  lays  such  a  foun- 
dation for  exercises  in  a  continued  course,  as  is  called  a  prin- 
ciple of  nature.  Not  only  are  remaining  principles  assisted  to 
do  ihcir  work  more  freely  and  fully,  but  those  principles  arc 
restored  that  were  ullerly  destroyed  by  the  fall ;  and  the 
mind  thenceforward  habitually  exerts  those  acts  that  the  domi- 
nion of  sin  had  made  it  as  wholly  destitute  of  as  a  dead  body  is 
of  vital  acts. 

The  Spirit  of  God  acts  in  a  very  different  manner  in  the 
one  case,  from  what  he  doth  in  the  other.  He  may,  indeed, 
act  upon  the  miud  of  a  natural  man,  but  he  acts  in  the  mind  of 
a  saint  as  an  indwelling  vital  principle.  He  acts  upon  the 
mind  of  an  unregenerate  person  as  an  extrinsic  occasional 
agent;  for,  in  acting  upon  them,  he  doth  not  unite  himself  to 
them  :  for,  nolwiihstanding  all  his  influences  that  Ihey  may 
possess,  they  are  still  sensual,  having  not  the  Spirit.  Jude  19. 
But  he  unites  himself  with  Ihe  miud  of  a  saint,  takes  htm  for 
his  temple,  actuates  and  inlhiciice^  him  as  a  new  supernatural 
principle  of  life  and  action.  There  is  this  ditference,  that  tho 
Spirit  of  God,  in  acting  in  the  soul  of  a  godly  man,  exerts 
and  communicates  himself  there  in  his  own  proper  nature. 
Holiness  is  tlie  proper  nature  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  Holy 
Spirit  operates  in  the  minds  of  Ihe  godly,  by  uniting  himself 
to  them,  ami  living  in  them,  and  exerting  his  own  ntiturn 
in  the  exercise  of  their  fitcullies.  The  Spirit  of  God  may 
act  upon  a  creature,  and  yet  not  in  acting  communicate 
bimstflf.  The  Spirit  of  God  may  net  upon  inanimate  crca* 
tures;  as,  the  Spirit  moved  upon  the  fact  of  the  xoaters,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  creation  ;  so  the  Spirit  of  God  may  act 
upon  Ihe  minds  of  men  many  ways,  and  communicute  himself 
no  i|u>ro  than  when  he  acts  upon  nn  inniiimnte  cre.ilurc. 
For  instance,  he  may  excite  thoughts  in  them,  may  assist  their 
natural  reason  and  understanding,  or  may  naeisl  other  natural 
principles,  and  this  without  any  union  with  the  sou),  but  may 
act,  as  it  were,  upon  an  external  object.      Gut  as  ho  acts  in  his 
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holy  influences  and  spiritual  operations,  he  acts  in  a  way  of  pe- 
cuUar  communication  of  himself;  so  that  the  subject  is  theoce 
denominated  spiritual. 

2.  This  spiritual  and  divine  light  does  not  consist  in  any 
impression  made  upon  the  imagination.  It  is  no  impreMiOD 
upon  the  mind,  as  though  one  saw  any  thing  with  the  bodily 
eyes.  It  is  do  imagination  or  idea  of  an  outward  light  or 
glory,  or  any  beauty  of  form  or  countenance,  or  a  visible  lustre 
or  brightness  of  any  object.  The  imagination  may  be  stronely 
impressed  with  such  things ;  but  this  is  not  spiritual  lifi^bt. 
Indeed  when  the  mind  has  a  lively  discovery  of  spiritual  things, 
and  s  greatly  affected  with  the  power  of  divine  light,  it  may,  and 
probably  very  commonly  doth,  much  affect  the  imagination ; 
so  that  impressions  of  ap  outward  beauty  or  brightness  may 
accompany  those  spiritual  discoveries.  But  spiritual  li^ht  is 
not  that  impression  upon  the  imagination,  but  an  exceedingly 
diBerej[\t  thing.  Natural  men  may  have  lively  impressions  on 
their  imaginations ;  and  we  cannot  determine  but  that  the 
devil,  who  transforms  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  may  cause 
imaginations  of  an  outward  beauty,  or  visible  glory,  and  of 
sounds  and  speeches,  and  other  such  things ;  but  these  are 
things  of  a  vastly  inferior  nature  to  spiritual  light. 

'  3.  This  spiritual  light  is  not  the  suggesting  of  any  new 
truths  or  propositions  not  contained  in  the  word  of  God.  This 
suggesting  of  new  truths  or  doctrines  to  the  mind,  independent 
of  any  antecedent  revelations  of  those  propositions,  either  in 
word  or  writing,  is  inspiration ;  such  as  the  prophets  and 
apostles  had,  and  such  as  some  enthusiasts  pretend  to.  But 
this  spiritual  light  that  I  am  speaking  of,  is  quite  a  different 
thing  from  inspiration.  It  reveals  no  new  doctrine,  it  suggests 
no  new  proposition  to  the  mind,  it  teaches  no  new  thing  of 
God,  or  Christ,  or  another  world,  not  taught  in  the  Bible,  but 
only  gives  a  due  apprehension  of  those  things  that  are  taught 
in  the  word  of  God. 

4.  It  is  not  every  affecting  view  that  men  have  of  religious 
things  that  is  thi^  spiritual  and  divine  light.  Men  by  mere 
principles  of  nature  are  capable  of  being  affected  with  things 
that  have  a  special  relation  to  religion  as  well  as  other  things. 
A  person  by  mere  nature,  for  instance,  may  be  liable  to  be 
affected  with  the  story  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  sufferings  he 
underwent,  as  well  as  by  any  other  tragical  story.  He  may 
be  the  more  affected  with  it  from  the  mterest  he  conceives 
mankind  to  have  in  it.  Yea,  he  may  be  affected  with  it 
without  believing  it ;  as  well  as  a  man  may  be  affected  with 
what  he  reads  in  a  romance,  or  sees  acted  in  a  stage-play. 
He  may  be  affected  with  a  lively  and  eloquent  description  of 
many  pleasant  things  that  attend  the  state  of  the  blessed  ia 
heaven,  as  well  as  his  imagination  be  entertained  by  a  romantic 
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a  common  belief  of  the  truth  of  such  things,  from  education  or 
otherwise,  may  help  forward  their  afTectlon.  We  read  in 
Scripture  of  many  that  were  greatly  affected  with  things  of  a 
religious  nature,  who  \et  are  there  represented  as  wholly 
graceless,  and  many  of  them  very  ill  men-  A  person  there- 
fore may  have  atfecling  views  of  the  things  of  religion,  and  yet 
be  very  destitute  of  spiritual  light.  Fleiih  and  blood  may  be 
the  author  of  this ;  one  man  may  give  another  an  affecting 
view  of  divine  things  with  bnt  common  assistance  ;  but  God 
alone  can  give  a  spiritual  discovery  of  them. — But  I  proceed 
to  show, 

Secondly,  Positively  what  this  spiritual  and  divine  light  is. 
And  it  may  he  thus  described:  A  true  sense  »f  the 
divine  excellency  of  the  things  revealed  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  a  conviction  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  them  thence 
arising.  This  spiritual  light  primarily  consists  in  the  former 
of  these,  viz.  A  real  sense  and  apprehension  of  the  divine 
excellency  of  things  revealed  in  the  word  of  God.  A  spiritual 
and  saving  conviction  of  the  truth  end  reality  of  these  things, 
arises  from  such  a  sight  of  their  divine  excellency  and  glory ; 
so  that  this  conviction  of  their  truth  is  an  elTect  and  natural 
consequence  of  this  sight  of  their  divine  glory.  There  is 
therefore  in  this  spiritual  light, 

1.  A  true  sense  of  the  divine  and  superlative  excellency 
of  the  things  of  religion;  &  real  sense  of  the  excellency  of 
God  and  Jesus  Clin!<l,  and  of  the  work  of  redemption,  antl 
the  ways  and  works  of  God  revealed  in  the  gospel.  There 
is  a  divine  and  superlative  glory  in  these  things;  an  excel- 
lency that  is  of  a  vastlj  higher  kind,  and  more  sublime  nature 
than  in  otiier  things ;  a  glory  greatly  distinguishing  them 
from  all  that  is  earthly  and  temporal.  He  that  is  spiritually 
enlightened  truly  apprehends  and  sees  it,  or  has  a  sense  of  it* 
He  does  not  merely  rationally  believe  that  God  is  gloi'  "^ 
but  he  has  a  sense  of  the  glorioitsneaa  of  God  in  bis  h 
There  is  not  only  a  rational  belief  that  God  is  holy,  and  t 
holiness  is  a  good  thing,  but  there  is  a  sense  of  the  lovelin 
of  God's  holiness.  There  is  not  only  a  speculatively  jud^ 
that  God  is  gracious,  but  a  sense  how  amiable  God  is  i 
account  of  the  beauty  of  (his  divine  attribute. 

There  is  a  twofold  knowledge  oi  good  of  which  Ood  1 
made  the  mind  of  man  capable.      The   first,  that    whicT 
merely  notional;  as   when  a  person  only  speculatively Ju< 
that  any  thing    is,  which,  by  (he   agreement   of  mankindj 
called  good  or  excellent,  ci:.    that  which  is  most  to  gena 
advantage,  and  between  which  and  a  reward  there  is  a  s 
bleness,— and  the  like.     And  the  other  is,  that  which  conai 
i  ill  the  scuBC  of  the  heart ;  as  whca  the  heart  is  sensible  i 
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pleasure  and  delight  in  the  presence  of  the  idea  of  it.  In 
the  former  is  exercised  merely  the  speculative  faculty,  or  the 
understanding,  in  distinction  from  the  will  or  disposition  of  the 
soul.  In  the  latter,  the  will,  or  inclination,  or  heart,  are  mainly 
concerned. 

Thus  there  is  a  difference  between  having  an  opinion^ 
that  God  is  holy  and  gracious,  and  having  a  sense  of  the 
loveliness  and  beauty  of  that  holiness  and  grace.  There  is  a 
difference  between  having  a  rational  judgment  that  honey  is 
sweet,  and  having  a  sense  of  its  sweetness.  A  man  may  have 
the  former,  that  knows  not  how  honey  tastes ;  but  a  man 
cannot  have  the  latter  unless  he  has  an  idea  of  the  taste  of 
honey  in  his  mind.  So  there  is  a  difference  between  believing 
that  a  person  is  beautiful,  and  having  a  sense  of  his  beauty* 
The  former  may  be  obtained  by  hearsay,  but  the  latter  only  by 
seeing  the  countenance.  When  the  heart  is  sensible  of  the 
beauty  and  amiableness  of  a  thing,  it  necessarily  feels  pleasure 
in  the  apprehension.  It  is  implied  in  a  person's  being  heartily 
sensible  of  the  loveliness  of  a  thing,  that  the  idea  of  it  is  plea- 
sant to  his  soul ;  which  is  a  far  different  thing  from  having  a 
rational  opinion  that  it  is  excellent. 

3.  There  arises  from  this  sense  of  the  divine  excellency 
of  things  contained  in  the  word  of  God,  a  conviction  of  the 
truth  and  reality  of  them;  and  that,  either  indirectly  or 
directly. 

Inrst^  Indirectly,  and  that  two  ways : 

1 .  As  the  prejudices  of  the  heart,  against  the  truth  of 
divine  things,  are  hereby  removed ;  so  that  the  mind  becomes 
susceptive  of  the  due  force  of  rational  arguments  for  their  truth. 
The  mind  of  man  is  naturally  full  of  prejudices  against  divine 
truth.  It  is  full  of  enmity  against  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel ; 
which  is  a  disadvantage  to  those  arguments  that  prove  their 
truth,  and  causes  them  to  lose  their  force  upon  the  mind.  But 
when  a  person  has  discovered  to  him  the  divine  excellency  of 
Christian  doctrines,  this  destroys  the  enmity,  removes  those  pre- 
judices, sanctifies  the  reason,  and  causes  it  to  lie  open  to  the 
force  of  arguments  for  their  truth. 

Hence  was  the  different  effect  that  Christ's  miracles  had 
to  convince  the  disciples,  from  what  they  had- to  convince  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees.  Not  that  they  had  a  stronger  reason,  or 
had  their  reason  more  improved ;  but  their  reason  was  sanctifi- 
ed, and  those  blinding  prejudices,  that  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
sees were  under,  were  removed  by  the  sense  they  bad  of  the 
excellency  of  Christ,  and  his  doctnne. 

It  not  only  removes  the  hinderances  of  reason,  but  posi- 
tively helps  reason.  It  makes  even  the  speculative  notions 
more  lively.  It  engages  the  attention  of  the  mind,  with  more 
fixedness    and    intenseness    to  that    kind  of  objects ;  which 
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causes  it  to  have  a  clearer  view  of  lliem,  and  enablea  it  iffl^F 
clearly  to  see  their  mutual  relations,  and  occaBJoiis  it  to  (.tkc 
more  notice  of  them.  The  ideaa  themselves  that  otherwise 
are  dim  and  obscure,  arc  by  thin  means  impressed  nith  the 
greater  strength,  and  have  a  light  cast  upon  them  ;  ao  that 
the  mind  cao  better  Judge  of  them.  As  he  that  beholds 
objects  on  the  face  of  the  earlh,  when  the  light  of  the  sun 
is  cast  upon  them,  is  under  greater  advantage  to  discern  them 
in  their  true  forms  and  natural  relations,  than  he  that  sees  tbem 
in  a  dim  twilight. 

The  mind,  being  sensible  of  the  excellency  of  dirine 
objects,  dwells  upon  Ihcm  with  delight  ;  and  the  powersof  the 
Boul  arc  more  awakened  and  enlivened  to  employ  themselves 
in  the  contemplation  of  them,  and  exert  themselves  more  fully 
and  much  more  to  the  purpose.  The  beauty  of  the  objects  draws 
on  the  faculties,  and  draws  forth  their  exercises ;  so  that  reason 
itself  is  under  far  greater  advantages  for  its  proper  and 
free  exercises,  and  to  attain  its  proper  end,  free  of  dark- 
ness and  delusion. — But, 

Secondli/,  A  true  sense  of  the  divine  excellency  of  the 
things  of  God's  word  doth  more  directly  and  immediately 
convince  us  of  their  truth  ;  and  that  because  the  excellency  of 
these  things  is  so  superlative.  There  is  a  beauty  in  them 
so  divine  and  godlike,  that  it  greatly  and  evidently  distin- 
guishes them  from  things  merely  human,  or  that  of  which 
men  are  the  inventors  and  authors ;  a  glory  so  high  and  great, 
that  when  clearly  seen,  commands  assent  to  their  divine 
reality.  When  there  is  an  actual  and  lively  discovery  of  this 
beauty  and  excellency,  it  will  not  allow  of  any  such  thought 
as  that  it  is  the  fruit  of  men's  invention.  This  is  a  kind 
of  intuitive  and  immediate  evidence.  They  beheve  the  doc- 
trines of  God's  word  to  be  divine,  because  they  see  a  divine, 
and  transcendent,  and  most  evidently  distinguishing  glory 
in  them  ;  such  a  glory  as,  if  clearly  seen,  does  not  leave  room 
to  doubt  of  their  being  of  God,  and  not  of  men. 

Such  a  conviction  of  the  truths  of  religion  as  this,  arising 
from  a  sense  of  their  divine  excellency,  is  included  in  sariog 
faith.  And  this  original  of  it,  is  that  by  which  it  is  most  esscn' 
tially  distinguished  from  that  common  assent,  of  which  unnge- 
ncrate  men  are  capable. 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  tlie  second  thing  proposed,  viz.  To 
shew  how  this  light  is  immediately  given  by  God,  and  not  ob- 
tained by  natural  means.*  And  hero, 


*  III  Um  (iiccciliiig:  >t>tetn«nt  RnJ  tbo   following;  •iplrtnation,  onr  I 
mlcht  tmvo  rentlftMl  Iho  tubjcQl  of  "(llvin*  lig:hl  liiini«Ji*l«1jimMrtadlothl 
will"  mom  prnpicnoiu,  by  •  fuller  die  of  <h»t  rma/ofy  which  th»  I  "'"' 
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1.  It  is  not  intended  that  the  natui*al  faculties  are  not  used 
in  it.  They  are  the  subject  of  this  light :  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  they  are  not  merely  passive,  but  active  in  it.  God, 
in  letting  in  this  light  into  the  soul,  deals  with  man  according 
to  his  nature,  and  makes  use  of  his  rational  faculties.  But 
yet  this  light  is  not  the  less  immediately  from  God  for  that ; 
the  faculties  are  made  use  of  as  the  subject,  and  not  as  the 
cause.  As  the  use  we  make  of  our  eyes  in  beholding  various 
objects,  when  the  sun  arises,  is  not  the  cause  of  the  light 
that  discovers  those  objects  to  us. 

2.  It  is  not  intended  that  outward  means  have  no  concern 
in  this  afiair.  It  is  not  in  this  affair,  as  in  inspiration,  where 
new  truths  are  suggested ;  for,  by  this  light  is  given  only 
a  due  apprehension  of  the  same  truths  that  are  revealed  in  the 

bolda  forth,  between  the  common  theory  of  vision  and  the  doctrine  he  de« 
fends.     Let  the  remarks  which  follow  be  candidly  considered. 

1.  In  the  sacred  scriptures,  God  is  represented  as  *^  the  Father  of  lights," 
and  Christ  as  ^*  the  son  of  righteousness.''  Yea,  it  is  asserted,  that  **  God  is 
LIGHT,"  and  that  ^*  he  shines  into  the  heart."  These  and  similar  expressions, 
with  which  the  Old  and  New  Testament  abound,  show  that  there  is  a  strong 
analogy  between  light  in  the  natural  world,  and  something  spiritual  that 
is  expressed  by  the  same  term. 

2.  As  the  light  of  day  proceeds  from  the  natural  sun,  and  shines  into  the 
eye ;  so  the  spiritual  or  supernatural  light  proceeds  from  God,  and  shines  into  the 
heart,  or  mtiuf.  Thus  the  analogy  holds,  not  only  as  to  the  things  intended— in 
their  sources,  and  their  emanations — ^but  also  as  to  the  organs  of  reception. 

3.  The  exisience  of  light  in  the  eye  depends  neither  on  the  pereeption  of 
it,  nor  on  any  external  object.  Our  perception  of  illuminated  objects  is 
the  effect  of  light's  existence  in  the  organ  of  vision.  Without  light,  both  in 
the  eye,  and  on  the  object  to  be  seen,  there  can  be  no  perception  of  that 
object.  In  like  manner,  the  existence  of  that  light  which  emanates  from  God, 
and  shines  into  the  mind,  is  there  (that  is,  in  the  mind,)  prior  to,  and  indepen- 
dent of  the  mental  perception  of  it ;  and  consequenUy  is  there  irrespective  of  the 
knowledge  of  objects  to  be  known  by  it. — Therefore, 

4.  Knowledge  can  be  called  «*  light"  only  in  a  secondary  sense,  both  natu- 
rally and  spiritually;  that  is,  by  a  metonymy,  because  it  is  the  effect  of  li^ht. 
We  know  a* visible  object,  because  we  see  it;  and  we  see  it,  because  light 
shines  both  on  the  object,  and  into  the  eye.  It  is  by  divine  light  shining  into 
the  mind  that  we  have  a  spiritual  knowledge  of  God,  of  Christ,  or  of  any  other 
object ;  in  other  words,  a  holy  emanation  or  influence  from  God,  called  light,  is 
the  cause  why  any  person  or  thing  is  known  in  a  spiritual  manner. 

5.  When  any  identify  this  divine  light,  these  rays  of  the  sun  of  righteous- 
ness, with  knowledge,  (however  spiritual  and  excellent,)  because  the  latter  is 
metonymically  called  **  light,"  they  are  chargeable  with  identifying  cause  and 
effect,  and  therefore  of  confounding  things  which  essentially  di&r.  For  spiri- 
tual Hghi,  in  tlie  primary  and  proper  sense,  emanates  immediataly  from  God,  as 
rays  from  the  sun ;  but  this  cannot  be  said  of  knowledge,  because  the  perception 
of  an  object,  which  is  our  act,  must  intervene.  Knowledge  presupposes  the  pri- 
mary light,  and  is  also  dependent  on  the  objective  truths  perceived.  All  know- 
ledge, whether  natural  or  spiritual,  stands  essentially  related  to  oljects  known; 
so  that  without  those  objects  it  can  have  no  existence.  The  knowledge  of  ob- 
jects to  be  seen,  therefore,  is  the  effect  of  tipo  causes  concurring,  the  object  itself 
and  light ;  whereat  the  ^*  divine  light  which  is  immediately  imparted  to  the 
soul,"  has  but  one  cause,  even  the  soverei^  will  of  God. 

6.  CorolL  The  theological  notion  which  makes  all  spiritual  light  in  man  to 
consist  in  knowledge,  and  wluch  is  become  too  fashionable  in  the  present  day,  i? 
contrary  to  seripturei  and  to  rational  analogy.— W. 
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iven  without  th. 


I 


word  o(  God  :  and  therefore  it  is  i 
The  gospel  is  employed  in  this  affair.  This  light  is  the  "  li^t 
of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ."  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  The  gospel  is 
as  a  glass,  by  which  this  tight  is  conveyed  to  us.     I  Cor.  xiii. 

12.  "  Now  we  see  through  a  glass." But, 

3.  When  it  is  said  that  this  light  is  given  imnnedialelj 
by  God,  and  not  obtained  by  natural  means,  hereby  is  in- 
tended, that  it  is  given  by  God  without  making  use  of 
any  means  that  operate  by  their  own  power  or  natural 
force.  God  makes  use  of  means ;  but  it  is  not  as  mediate 
causes  to  produce  this  eSecE.  There  are  not  truly  any  second 
causes  of  it;  but  it  is  produced  by  God  immediately.  The 
word  of  God  is  no  proper  cause  of  this  effect ;  but  is  made  use 
of  only  to  convey  to  the  mind  the  subject-matter  of  this  saving 
instruction :  And  this  indeed  it  doth  convey  to  us  by  natural 
force  or  influence.  It  conveys  to  our  minds  these  doctrines; 
it  is  the  cause  of  a  notion  of  them  in  our  heads,  but  not  of 
the  sense  of  their  divine  excellency  in  our  hearts.  Indeed  a 
person  cannot  have  spiritual  light  without  the  word.  But 
that  does  not  argue,  that  the  word  properly  causes  that 
tight.  The  mind  cannot  see  the  excellency  of  any  doc- 
trine, unless  that  doctrine  be  first  in  the  mind  ;  but  seeing  the 
excellency  of  the  doctrine  may  be  immediately  from  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  ;  though  the  conveying  of  the  doctrine,  or  proposi- 
tion,  itself,  may  be  by  the  word.  So  that  the  notions  which 
arc  the  subject-matler  of  this  light,  are  conveyed  to  the  mind 
by  the  word  of  God  ;  but  that  due  sense  of  the  heart,  wherein 
this  light  formally  consists,  is  immediately  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
As,  for  instance,  the  notion  that  there  is  a  Christ,  and  that 
Christ  is  holy  and  gracious,  is  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  the 
word  of  God  :  But  the  sense  of  the  excellency  of  Christ,  by 
reason  of  that  holiness  and  grace,  is,  nevertheless,  immediately 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. — I  come  now, 

III.  To  show  the  truth  of  the  doctrine ;  that  is,  to  show 
that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  that  spiritual  light  thai  has  been 
described,  thus  immediately  let  into  the  mind  by  God.  And 
here  I  would  show,  briefly,  that  this  doctrine  is  bolh  gcriplural 
and  rational. 

First,  It  is  scriptural.  My  text  is  not  only  full  to  the 
purpose,  but  it  is  a  doctrine  with  which  the  Scripture  abounds. 
Wc  are  there  abundantly  taught,  that  the  saints  differ  from  th« 
ungodly  in  this  ;  that  they  have  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  a 
eight  of  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  shall  mention  but  few 
texts  out  of  many  :  1  John  iii.  6.  "  Whosoever  sinnclh,  hath 
not  seen  him,  nor  known  him."  3  John  11.  "He  that  doelb 
good,  is  of  God  :  but  ho  that  docth  evil,  hath  not  seen  God." 
John  xiv,  T9.      "The  world  geeth  me  no  more;  but  ye  lee 
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me.'^  John  xvii*  3.  '^  And  this  is  eternal  life,  that  thej  might 
know  thee,  the  onlj  tme  God,  and  Je^us  Christ  whom  thou 
hast  sent/*  This  knowledge,  or  sight  of  God  and  Christ,  can* 
not  be  a  mere  speculative  knowledge  ;  because  it  is  spoken  of 
as  that  wherein  they  differ  from  the  ungodly.  And  by  these 
scriptures,  it  must  not  only  be  a  different  knowledge  in  degree 
and  circumstances,  and  different  in  its  effects,  but  it  must  be 
entirely  different  in  nature  and  kind. 

And  this  light  and  knowledge  is  always  spoken  of  as  im- 
mediately given  of  God;  Matt.  xi.  25 — 27.  ''At  that  time, 
Jesus  answered  and  said,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  because  thou  hast  hid  these  things  from 
the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto  babes. 
Even  so.  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.  All 
things  are  delivered  unto  me  of  my  Father  :  and  no  man 
knoweth  the  Father,  save  the  Son,  and  he  to  whomsoever 
the  Son  will  reveal  him.''  Here  this  effect  is  ascribed  exclu- 
sively  to  the  arbitrary  operation  and  gift  of  God  bestowing 
this  knowledge  on  whom  he  will,  and  distinguishing  those 
with  it  who  have  the  least  natural  advantage  or  means  for 
knowledge,  even  babes,  when  it  is  denied  to  the  wise  and 
prudent.  And  imparting  this  knowledge,  is  here  appropriated 
to  the  Son  of  God,  as  his  sole  prerogative.  And  again,  2  Cor. 
iv.  6.  ''  For  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ/^ 
This  plainly  shows,  that  there  is  a  disco veiry  of  the  divine 
superlative  glory  and  excellency  of  God  and  Christ,  peculiar 
to  the  saints :  and,  also,  that  it  is  as  immediately  from  God, 
as  light  from  the  sun :  and  that  it  is  the  immediate  effect  of 
his  power  and  will.  For  it  is  compared  to  God^s  creating  the 
•  li^t  by  his  powerful  word  in  the  beginning  of  the  creation ; 
and  is  said  to  be  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  in  the  1 8th  verse  of 
the  preceding  chapter.  God  is  spoken  ojf  as  giving  the  know- 
ledge of  Christ  in  conversion,  as  of  what  before  was  hidden 
and  unseen  ;  Gal.  i.  15,  16.  ''  But  when  it  pleased  God,  who 
separated  me  from  my  mother^s  womb,  and  called  me  by  his 
grace,  to  reveal  his  son  in  me.'^  The  scripture  also  speaks 
plainly  of  such  a  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God,  as  has  been 
described  as  the  immediate  gift  of  God;  Psalm  cxix.  18. 
''  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold  wondrous  things  out 
of  thy  law.'^  What  could  the  Psalmist  mean,  when  he 
begged  of  God  to  open  his  eyes  ?  Was  he  ever  blind  ?  Might 
he  not  have  resort  to  the  law,  and  see  every  word  and  sentence 
in  it  when  he  pleased  7  And  what  could  he  mean  by  those 
wondrous  things?  Were  they  the  wonderful  stories  of  the 
creation,  and  deluge,  and  Israel's  passing  through  the  Red 
Sea,  and  the  like?    Were  not  his  eyes  open  to  read  these 
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strange  things  when  he  would  ?  Doubtless,  by  wondrous 
ttiin«;9  in  God's  law,  he  had  respect  to  those  distinguishing  and 
wonderful  excellencies,  and  marvellous  manifestations  of  the 
divine  perfeclious  and  glorj  contained  in  llie  commands  and 
doctrines  of  the  word,  and  those  works  and  counsels  of  God 
that  were  there  revealed.  So  the  scripture  speaks  of  a  know- 
ledge of  God's  dispensation,  and  covenant  of  mercy,  and 
way  of  grace  towards  his  people,  as  peculiar  to  the  saints,  and 
given  only  by  God  ;  Psalm  kkv.  1  4.  "  The  secret  of  the  Lonl 
is  with  Ihera  that  fear  him  ;  and  he  will  show  them  his  co- 
Tenant. " 

And  that  a  true  and  saving  belief  of  the  truth  of  religion 
is  that  which  arises  from  such  a  discovery,  is,  also,  what  the 
scripture  leaches.  As  John  vi.  40.  "And  this  is  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me,  thut  every  one  who  seelh  the  Son,  and  be- 
lieveth  on  him,  may  have  everlasting  life  ;"  where  it  is  plain 
that  B  tnie  faith  is  whal  arises  from  a  spiritual  sight  of  Christ. 
And  John  xvti.  6,  7,  8.  "  I  have  manifested  thy  name  unto 
the  men  which  thou  gavest  me  out  of  the  world.  Now,  tbey 
have  known,  that  all  things  whatsoever  thou  hasl  given  me,  arc 
of  thee.  For  I  have  given  unto  them  the  words  which  ihou 
gavest  me,  and  ihej  have  received  them,  and  have  known 
surely,  that  i  came  out  from  thee,  and  they  have  believed  that 
tbon  didst  send  me;"  where  Christ's  manifesling  God's  name 
to  the  disciples,  or  giving  them  the  knowledge  of  Gnd,  was 
that  whereby  they  knew  thai  Christ's  doctrine  was  of  God,  and 
that  Christ  himself  proceeded  from  him,  and  was  si^nt  by  him. 
Again.  John  xii.  44,  45,  46.  '*  Jesus  cried,  and  said,  He  that 
believeth  on  me,  believetti  not  on  me  but  on  liim  that  sent 
me.  And  he  that  sceth  me,  seelh  him  (hat  sent  mc.  I  am 
come  a  light  into  ihe  world,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  me. 
should  not  abide  in  darkness."  Their  believing  in  Christ,  and  . 
spiritually  seeing  him,  are  parallel. 

Chnsl  condemns  the  Jews,  that  ihcy  did  not  know  that 
he  was  the  Messiah,  and  that  his  doctrine  was  true,  from  an 
inward  distinguishing  taste  and  relish  of  whal  was  divine,  iu 
Luke  xii.  56,  57.  He  having  there  blamed  the  Jews,  tliat, 
though  they  could  discern  the  face  of  the  sky  and  of  the  earth, 
and  signs  of  the  weather,  that  yet  they  could  not  discom  lliosc 
limes — or.  as  it  is  ex|iressed  in  Matthew,  the  signs  of  thoso 
times — adds,  "yea,  and  why  even  of  your  ownselvcs.  judge 
ye  not  what  is  right?"  t.  c.  withuut  extrinsic  signs.  Why  have 
ye  not  that  sense  of  true  excellency,  whereby  je  may  dietiu- 
guisti  that  which  is  holy  and  divine  I  Why  have  ye  not  that 
savour  of  the  things  of  God,  by  which  you  may  see  the  distin- 
guishing glory,  and  evident  divinity  of  me  and  my  doctrine? 

The  apostle  Peter  mentions  it  as  what  gave  him  aud  his 
Crtmpanions  good  and  well-grounded  assurance  of  the  tnilh  of 
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the  gospel,  that  they  had  seen  the  divine  glory  of  Christ. 
2  Pet*  i.  16.  ^^  For  we  have  not  followed  ciiimingly- devised 
fables,  when  we  made  known  unto  you  the  power  and  coming 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  were  eye-witnesses  of  his  ma- 
jesty.'^ The  apostle  has  respect  to  that  visible  glory  of  Christ 
which  they  saw  in  his  .ransfiguration.  That  glory  was  so 
divine,  having  such  an  ineflable  appearance  and  semblance  of 
divine  holiness,  majesty,  and  grace,  that  it  evidently  denoted 
him  to  be  a  divine  person.  But  if  a  si^ht  of  Christ^s  outward 
glory  might  give  a  rational  assurance  of  his  divinity,  why  may 
not  an  apprehension  of  his  spiritual  glory  do  so  too  ?  Doubtless 
Christ^s  spiritual  glory  is  in  itself  as  distinguishing,  and  as  plainly 
shows  his  divinity,  as  his  outward  glory, — nay,  a  great  deal  more, 
for  his  spiritual  glorv  is  that  wherein  his  divinity  consists ;  and 
the  outward  glory  of  his  transfiguration  showed  him  to  be  divine, 
only  as  it  was  a  remarkable  image  or  representation  of  that  spi» 
ritual  glory.  Doubtless,  therefore,  he  that  has  had  a  clear  sight 
of  the  spiritual  glory  of  Christ,  may  say,  I  have  not  followed 
canningly-devised  fables,  but  have  been  an  eye-witness  of  his 
majesty,  upon  as  good  grounds  as  the  apostle,  when  he  had  res- 
pect to  the  outward  glory  of  Christ  that  he  had  seen.  But 
this  brings  me  to  what  was  proposed  next,  viz.  to  show  that, 

Secondly^  This  doctrine  is  rational. 

1 .  It  is  rational  to  suppose,  that  there  is  really  such  an  ex- 
cellency in  divine  things — so  transcendent  and  exceedingly  diffe- 
rent from  what  is  in  other  things — that  if  it  were  seen,  would 
most  evidently  distinguish  them.  We  cannot  rationally  doubt 
but  that  things  divine,  which  appertain  to  the  supreme  Being, 
are  vastly  different  from  things  that  are  human  ;  that  there  is  a 
high,  glorious,  and  god-like  excellency  in  them,  that  does  most 
remarkably  difference  them  from  the  things  that  are  of  men : 
insomuch  that  if  the  difference  were  but  seen,  it  would  have  a 
convincing,  satisfying  influence  upon  any  one,  that  they  are  di- 
vine* What  reason  can  be  offered  against  it  ?  unless  we  would 
argue,  that  God  is  not  remarkably  distinguished  in  glory  from 
men. 

If  Christ  should  now  appear  to  any  one  as  he  did  on  the 
mount  at  his  transfiguration ;  or  if  he  should  appear  to  the  world 
in  his  heavenly  glory,  as  he  will  do  at  the  day  of  judgment ; 
without  doubt,  his  glory  and  majesty  would  be  such  as  would 
satisfy  every  one,  that  he  was  a  divine  person,  and  that  his  reli- 
gion was  true :  and  it  would  be  a  most  reasonable,  and  well 
grounded  conviction  too.  And  why  may  there  not  be  that  stamp 
of  divinity,  or  divine  glory  on  the  word  of  God,  on  the  scheme 
and  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  that  may  be  in  like  manner  distin- 
raisbing  and  as  rationally  convincing,  provided  it  be  but  seen  ? 
It  is  rational  to  suppose,  that  when  God  speaks  to  the  world, 


184  TWENTY  SERMONS  OS  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 

there  should  be  eomethiDg  in  his  word  vastly  different  from 
men's  word.  Supposing  that  God  never  had  spoken  to  the 
world,  but  we  had  notice  that  he  w.<b  about  to  reveal  himself 
from  heaven,  and  speak  to  us  immediately  himself,  or  that  he 
should  give  ue  a  book  of  his  own  inditing  ;  after  what  manner 
should  we  expect  that  he  would  speak  ?  Would  it  not  be  ration- 
al to  suppose,  that  his  speech  would  be  exceeding  diSerent 
from  men's  speech,  that  there  should  be  snch  an  excellency 
and  sublimity  in  his  word,  such  a  stamp  of  wisdom,  holiness, 
majesty,  and  other  divine  perfections,  that  the  word  of  men,  yea 
of  the  wisest  of  men,  should  appear  mean  and  base  in  compari- 
son of  it?  Doubtless  it  would  be  thought  rational  to  expect 
this,  and  unreasonable  to  think  otherwise.  When  a  wise  man 
speaks  in  the  exercise  of  his  wisdom,  there  is  Bomething  in 
every  thing  he  says,  that  is  very  distinguishable  from  the  talk  of 
a  little  child.  So,  without  doubt,  and  much  more  is  the  speech 
of  God,  to  be  distinguished  from  that  of  the  wisest  of  men : 
agreeable  to  Jer.  xxiii.  28.  39.  God  having  there  been  repro- 
ving the  false  prophets  that  prophesied  in  his  name,  and  pre- 
tended (hat  what  they  spake  was  his  word,  when  indeed  it  was 
dieir  own  word,  says,  "  The  prophet  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him 
tell  a  drenm  ;  and  he  that  hath  my  word<  let  bim  speak  my  word 
faithfully :  what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat  ?  saith  the  Lord,  la 
not  my  word  like  as  a  lire  7  saith  the  Lord :  and  hkc  a  hammer 
that  hreaketh  the  rock  in  pieces?" 

3.  If  there  be  such  a  distinguishing  excellency  in  divine 
things;  it  is  rational  to  suppose  that  there  may  be  such  a  thing 
as  seeing  it.  What  should  hinder  hut  that  it  may  be  seen? 
It  is  no  argument,  that  there  is  no  such  distinguishing  excel- 
lency, or  that  it  cannot  be  seen,  because  some  do  not  see  it, 
thou^  they  may  be  discerning  men  in  temporal  matters. 
It  is  not  rational  to  suppose,  if  there  be  any  such  excellency 
in  divine  things,  that  wicked  men  should  see  it.  Is  it  rational 
to  suppose,  that  those  whose  minds  are  full  of  spiritual  pollu- 
tion, and  under  the  power  of  lilthy  lusts,  should  have  any 
relish  or  sense  of  divine  beauty  or  excellency;  or  that  their 
minds  should  be  susceptive  of  that  light  that  is  in  its  owu  nature 
so  pure  and  heavenly  ^  It  need  not  seem  at  all  strange,  that 
sin  should  so  blind  the  mind,  seeing  that  men^s  particular 
natural  tempers  and  dispositiens  will  so  much  blind  them 
in  secular  matters ;  as  when  men's  natural  temper  is  melan- 
choly, jealous,  fearful,  proud,  or  the  like. 

3,  It  is  rational  to  suppose,  that  this  knowledge  should  be 
given  immediately  by  God,  and  not  be  obtained  by  natural 
means-  Upon  what  account  should  it  seem  unreasonable,  that 
there  should  be  any  immediate  communication  between  God 
and  the  creature  ?  It  is  strange,  that  men  should  make  any 
matter  of  difficulty  of  it.     Why  should  not  he  that  made  all 
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things,  still  have  something  immediately  to  do  with  the  things 
that  he  has  made  ?  Where  lies  the  great  difficulty,  if  we  own 
the  beins  of  a  God,  and  that  he  created  all  things  out  of  no- 
thing, of  allowing  some  immediate  influence  of  God  on  the 
creation  still  7  And  if  it  be  reasonable  to  suppose  it  with  re- 
spect to  any  part  of  the  creation,  it  is  especially  so  with  re- 
spect to  reasonable,  intelligent  creatures  ;  who  are  next  to  God 
in  the  gradation  of  the  dilBferent  orders  of  beings,  and  whose 
business  is  most  immediately  with  God  ;  and  reason  teaches, 
that  man  was  made  to  serve  and  glorify  his  Creator.  And  if 
it  be  rational  to  suppose,  that  God  immediately  communicates 
himself  to  man  in  any  affair,  it  is  in  this.  It  is  rational  to 
suppose,  that  God  would  reserve  that  knowledge  and  wisdom, 
which  is  of  such  a  divine  and  excellent  nature,  to  be  bestowed 
immediately  by  himself;  and  that  it  should  not  be  left  in  the 
power  of  second  causes.  Spiritual  wisdom  and  grace  is  the 
highest  and  most  excellent  gift  that  ever  God  bestows  on  any 
creature ;  in  this,  the  highest  excellency  and  perfection  of  a 
rational  creature  consists.  It  is  also  immensely  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  divine  gifts  :  it  is  that  wherein  man^s  happiness 
consists,  and  on  which  his  everlasting  welfare  depends.  How 
rational  is  it  to  suppose  that  God,  however  he  has  left  lower 
gifts  to  second  causes,  and  in  some  sort  in  their  power,  yet 
should  reserve  this  most  excellent,  divine,  and  important  of  all 
divine  communications,  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  bestowed  im- 
mediately by  himself,  as  a  thing  too  great  for  second  causes  to 
be  concerned  in.  It  is  rational  to  suppose,  that  this  blessing 
should  be  immediately  from  God,  for  there  is  no  gift  or  benefit 
that  is  in  itself  so  nearly  related  to  the  divine  nature.  No- 
thing which  the  creature  receives,  is  so  much  a  participation 
of  the  Deity;  it  is  a  kind  of  emanation  of  God^s  beauty,  and  is 
related  to  God  as  the  light  is  to  the  sun.  It  is,  therefore,  con- 
gruous and  fit,  that  when  it  is  |iven  of  God,  it  should  be  imme- 
diately from  himself,  and  by  himself,  according  to  bis  own  so- 
vereign will.  * 

U  is'  rational  to  suppose,  that  it  should  be  beyond  man^s 
power  to  obtain  this  light,  by  the  mere  strength  of  natural 
reason  ;  for  it  is  not  a  thing  that  belongs  to  reason,  to  see  the 
beauty  and  loveliness  of  spiritual  things ;  it  is  not  a  specula- 
tive thing,  but  depends  on  the  sense  of  the  heart.  Reason, 
indeed,  is  necessary,  in  order  to  it,  as  it  is  by  reason  only  that 
we  are  become  the  subjects  of  the  means  of  it ;  which  means, 
I  have  already  shown  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  it,  thoueh 
they  have  no  proper  causal  influence  in  the  afiair.  It  is  by 
reason  that  we  become  possessed  of  a  notion  of  those  doctrines 
that  are  die  mAjeci  matter  of  this  divine  light,  or  knowledge ; 
and  reason  may  many  ways  be  indirectly  and  remotely  an  ad- 
vantage to  it.     Reason'  has  also  to  do  in  the  acts  that  are  im- 
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mediately  consequent  on  this  discovery :  for,  seeing  (he  b 
of  religion  from  hence,  is  by  reason  ;  though  it  be  btit  by 
step,  and  the  inference  be  immediate.  So  reason  has  to  do  in 
that  accepting  of)  and  trusting  in  Christ,  Mat  is  consequent  on 
it.  But  if  we  take  reason  strictly — not  for  the  faculty  of  men- 
tal perception  in  general,  but  for  ratiocination,  or  a  power  of 
inferring  by  arguments — the  perceiving  of  spiritual  beauty  and 
excellency  no  more  belongs  to  reason  than  it  belongs  to  the 
sense  of  feeling  to  perceive  colours,  or  to  the  power  of  seeing 
to  perceive  the  Bweetness  of  food.  It  is  out  of  reason's  pro- 
vince to  perceive  the  beauty  or  loveliness  of  any  thing :  such 
a  perception  does  not  belong  to  that  faculty.  Reason's  work 
is  to  perceive  truth  and  not  excellency.  It  is  not  ratiocination 
that  gives  men  the  perception  of  the  beauty  and  amiablenesB  of 
a  countenance,  though  it  may  be  many  ways  indirectly  an  ad- 
vantage to  it ;  yet  it  is  no  more  reason  that  immediately  per- 
ceives it,  than  it  is  reason  that  perceives  the  sweetness  of  honey : 
it  depends  on  the  sense  of  the  heart-  Reason  may  determine 
that  a  countenance  is  beautiful  to  others,  it  may  determine  that 
honey  is  sweet  to  others ;  but  it  will  never  give  me  a  perception 
of  ils  sweetness. 

I  will  conclude  with  a  very  brief  improvement  of  what 
has  been  said. 

First,  This  doctrine  may  lead  us  to  reflect  on  the  good- 
ness of  God,  that  has  so  ordered  it,  that  a  saving  evidence  ol 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  is  such,  as  is  attainable  by  persons  ol 
mean  capacities  and  advantages,  as  well  as  those  that  are  ol 
the  greatest  parts  and  learning.  If  the  evidence  of  the  gospel 
depended  only  on  history,  and  such  reasonings  as  learned  men 
only  are  capable  of,  it  would  be  above  the  reach  of  far  the 
greatest  part  of  mankind.  But  persons  with  an  ordinary 
degree  of  knowledge,  are  capable,  without  a  long  and  subtile 
train  of  reasoning,  to  see  the  divine  excellency  of  the  things 
of  religion  :  they  arc  capable  of  being  taught  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  aa  well  as  learned  men.  The  evidence  that  is  Ihis  way 
obtained,  is  vastly  better  and  more  satisfying,  than  all  that 
can  be  obtained  by  the  arguings  of  those  that  are  most  learn- 
ed, and  greatest  masters  of  reason.  And  babes  arc  as  capa- 
ble of  knowing  these  things,  as  the  wise  and  prudent;  and 
Ihey  are  oHen  hid  from  these,  when  they  are  revealed  to 
those.  1  Cor.  i.  26,  27.  For  ye  see  your  caUing,  brethren, 
how  that  not  many  wise  men,  after  the  flesh,  not  many  mighty, 
not  many  noble,  are  called.  But  God  hath  chosen  the  fooliui 
things  of  the  world." — 

Secondly.  This  doctrine  may  well  put  ua  upon  cxamimog 
ourselves,  whether  wc  have  ever  had  this  divine  light  let  into 
our  Bouls.  If  there  he  such  a  thing,  doubtless  it  is  of  ^reat 
importance  whettier  we  have  thua  been  taught  by  the  Spirit  of 
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God ;  whether  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who 
is  the  image  of  God,  hath  shined  unto  us,  giving  us  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  whether  we  have  seen  the  Son,  and  believed  on  him, 
or  have  that  faith  of  gospel  doctrines  which  arises  froni  a 
spiritual  sidit  of  Christ. 

TTUrdUv.  All  may  hence  be  exhorted,  earnestly  to  seek 
this  spiritual  light.  TV>  influence  and  move  to  it,  the  following 
things  may  be  considered. 

1.  This  b  the  most  excellent  and  divine  wisdom  that  any 
creature  is  capable  of.  It  is  more  excellent  than  any  human 
learning ;  it  is  far  more  excellent  than  all  the  knowledge  of 
the  greatest  philosophers  or  statesmen.  Yea,  the  least 
glimpse  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Christ  doth  more 
exalt  and  ennoble  the  soul,  than  all  the  knowledge  of  those 
that  have  the  greatest  speculative  understanding  in  divinity 
without  grace.  This  knowledge  has  the  most  noble  object 
that  can  be,  viz,  the  divine  glory  and  excellency  of  God  and 
Christ.  The  knowledge  of  these  objects  is  that  wherein  con- 
sists the  most  excellent  knowledge  of  the  angels,  yea,  of  God 
himself. 

2.  This  knowledge  is  that  which  is  above  all  others  sweet 
and  joyful.  Men  have  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  human 
knowledge,  in  studies  of  natural  things  ;  but  this  is  nothing 
to  that  joy  which  arises  from  this  divine  light  shining  into  the 
soul.  This  light  gives  a  view  of  those  things  that  are 
immensely  the  most  exquisitely  beautiful^  and  capable  of 
delighting  the  eye  of  the  understanding.  This  spiritual  light 
is  the  dawning  of  the  light  of  glory  in  the  heart.  There  is 
nothing  so  powerful  as  &h  to  support  persons  in  affliction,  and 
to  give  the  mind  peace  and  brightness  in  this  stormy  and  dark 
world. 

3.  This  light  is  such  as  effectually  influences  the  incli- 
nation, and  changes  the  nature  of  the  soul.  It  assimilates  our 
nature  to  the  divine  nature,  and  changes  the  soul  into  an  imaee 
of  the  same  glory  that  is  beheld.  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  "But  we  all 
with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
are  changed  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.^^  This  knowledge  will  wean  from 
the  world,  and  raise  the  inclination  to  heavenly  things.  It 
will  turn  the  heart  to  God  as  the  fountain  of  good,  and  to 
choose  him  for  the  only  portion.  This  Ught,  and  this  only, 
will  bring  the  soul  to  a  saving  close  with  Christ.  It  conforms 
the  heart  to  the  gospel,  mortifies  its  enmity  and  opposition 
against  the  scheme  of  ssdvation  therein  revealed ;  it  causes  the 
heart  to  embrace  the  joyful  tidings,  and  entirely  to  adhere  to, 
and  acquiesce  in,  tfa^  revelation  of  Christ  as  our  Saviour;  it 
causes  the  whole  soul  to   accord   and  symphonize  with  it, 
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admitting  it  with  entire  credit  aiid  respect,  cleavine  to  it  with 
fall  inclination  and  affection ;  and  it  effectually  £spose8  the 
soul  to  rive  up  itself  entirely  to  Christ. 

4.  This  light,  and  this  only,  has  its  fruit  in  an  universal 
holiness  of  life.  No  merely  notional  or  speculative  under- 
standing of  the  doctrines  of  religion  will  ever  bring  to  this. 
But  this  light,  as  it  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  heart,  and 
changes  the  natuire,  so  it  will  effectually  dispose  to  an  universal 
obedience.  It  shows  God  as  worthy  to  be  obeyed  and  served. 
It  draws  forth  the  heart  in  a  sincere  love  to  God,  which  is  the 
onlv  principle  of  a  true,  gracious,  and  universal  obedience : 
and  it  convinces  of  the  reality  of  those  glorious  rewards  that 
God  has  promised  to  them  that  obey  him. 


SERMON  xvn«^ 


THE  church's  marriage  TO  HER  SONS  AND  TO  HER  GOD. 


Isaiah  lxii.  4,  5. 

Thy  land  shall  he  married.  For  as  a  young  man  marrieih  a 
virgin,  so  shall  thy  sons  marry  thee  ;  and  as  the  bridegroom  re- 
joiceth  over  the  bride,  so  shall  thy  God  rejoice  over  thee. 

In  the  midst  of  many  blessed  promises  that  God  makes  to 
his  charch — in  this  and  the  preceding  and  following  chapters 
— of  advancement  to  a  state  of  great  peace,  comfort,  honour, 
and  jo  J,  after  long- continued  affliction,  we  have  the  sum  of  all 
contained  in  these  two  verses.  In  the  4th  verse  God  says  to  his 
church,  '*  Thou  shalt  no  more  be  jtermed  Forsaken ;  neither 
shall  thy  land  any  more  be  termed  Desolate ;  but  thou  shalt  be 
called  Hephzi-bsJi,  and  thv  land  Beulah ;  for  the  Lord  delighteth 
in  thee,  and  thy  land  shall  be  married.'^  When  it  is  said,  ^^  Thy 
land  shall  be  married,^^  we  are  to  understand  ^^  the  body  of  thy 
people,  thy  whole  race  i*^  the  land — ^by  a  metonymy,  very  usual 
m  Scripture — ^beingput  for  the  people  that  inhabit  the  land. — 
The  5tn  verse  ezplams  how  this  should  be  accomplished  in  two 
things,  viz.  in  being  married  to  her  sons,  and  married  to  her  Ood* 

I.  It  is  promised  that  she  should  be  married  to  her  sons, 
or  that  her  sons  should  marry  her:  ^  For  as  a  young  man 
marrietfa  a  vifgum  so  shall  thy  sons  many  ttiee.'*  Or,  as  the 
words  midit  have  been  more  literally  translated  from  the 
ori^nal :  ^  As  a  young  man  is  married  to  a  virgin,  so  shall 

*  PraMlMd  at  Oe  iitfCalm«<or  the  Rev.  SmumI  B«tl«  u  PmUnt  of  Um 
diufeh  and  I'aayifiliiw  at  Zm  Han><oii,  on  Laaf  Munrf,  ISapUmbar  19, 
1746. 
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thy  sons  be  married  to  thee."  Some  by  this  understand  a  pro- 
mise, that  the  posterity  of  the  captivated  Jews  should  return 
again  from  Babylon  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  should  be, 
as  it  were,  married  or  wedded  to  their  own  land ;  i.  e,  they 
should  be  re-united  to  their  own  land,  and  should  have  great 
comfort  and  joy  in  it,  aa  a  young  man  in  a  virgin  thai  he 
marries.  But  when  it  is  said,  "  So  shall  thy  sons  marry  thee,'* 
God  docs  not  direct  his  speech  to  the  land  itself,  but  (o  the 
church  whose  land  it  was ;  the  pronoun  thee  being  applied  to 
the  same  mystical  person  in  this  former  part  of  the  verse, 
as  in  the  words  immediately  following  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
same  sentence,  *'  And  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the 
bride,  so  shall  thy  God  rejoice  over  thee."  It  is  the  church, 
and  not  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  that  is 
God's  bride,  or  the  Lamb's  wife.  It  ia  also  manifest,  that 
when  God  eays,  "  So  shall  thy  sons  marry  thee,"  he  continues 
to  speak  to  her  to  whom  he  had  spoken  in  the  three  preceding 
verses ;  but  there  it  is  not  the  land  of  Canaan,  but  the  church, 
that  he  speaks  to  when  he  says,  "  The  Gentiles  shall  see  thy 
righteousness,  and  all  kings  thy  glory  :  and  thou  shalt  be 
CEtlled  by  a  new  name,  which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  shall 
name.  Thou  shalt  also  be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God.  Thou 
shalt  no  more  be  termed  Forsaken,"  &c.  And  to  represent 
the  land  itself  as  a  bride,  and  the  subject  of  espousals  and 
marriage,  would  be  a  figure  of  speech  very  unnatural,  and 
not  known  in  scripture  ;  but  for  the  church  of  God  to  be  thus 
represented  is  very  usual  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
Bible.  And  then  it  is  manifest  that  the  return  of  the  Jews  to 
the  land  of  Canaan  from  the  Babylonish  captivity,  is  not  the 
event  mainly  intended  by  the  prophecy  of  which  thi^se  words 
area  part.  That  was  [lot  the  time  fulfilled  in  the  2d  verse  of 
this  chapter.  "  And  the  Gentiles  shall  see  thy  nghtcousncss, 
and  all  kings  thy  glory;  and  thou  shalt  be  called  by  a  new 
name,  which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  shall  name."  That  was 
not  the  time  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  chapters,  with  which 
this  chapter  is  one  continued  prophecy.  That  was  not  the 
time  spoken  of  in  the  last  words  of  the  foregoing  chapter, 
when  the  Lord  would  cause  righteousness  and  praise  to  spring 
forth  before  all  nations :  nor  was  it  the  time  spoken  of  in  the 
5th,  6th,  and  9th  verses  of  that  chapter,  when  "strangers 
should  stand  and  feed  the  flocks  of  God's  people,  and  the  soat 
of  the  alien  should  be  tbeir  ploughmen  and  vine-dressers  ; 
but  they  should  be  named  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  and  men 
should  call  them  the  ministers  of  God;  when  they  should  cat 
the  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  and  in  their  glory  boast  themselves, 
and  their  seed  should  be  known  among  the  Gentiles,  and  their 
oflspring  among  the   people ;  aiid   all   that   should   hcc   (hem 
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should  acknowledge  them,  that  they  are  the  seed  which  the 
Lord  hath  blessed.'^  Nor  was  that  the  time  spoken  of  in  the 
chapter  preceding  that,  ^'  when  the  abundance  of  the  sea 
should  be  converted  unto  the  church  ;  when  the  isles  should 
wait  for  God,  and  the  ships  of  Tarshish  to  bring  her  sons  from 
far,  and  their  silver  and  gold  with  them ;  when  the  forces  of 
the  Gentiles,  and  their  kings,  should  be  brought ;  when  the 
church  should  suck  the  milk  of  the  Gentiles,  and  suck  the 
breast  of  kings  ;  and  when  that  nation  and  kingdom  that  would 
not  serve  her,  should  perish,  and  be  utterly  wasted :  and  when 
the  sun  should  be  no  more  her  light  by  day,  neither  for  bright- 
ness should  the  moon  give  light  unto  her,  but  the  Lord  should 
be  unto  her  an  everlasting  light,  and  her  God  her  glory ;  and 
her  sun  should  no  more  go  down,  nor  her  moon  withdraw  it- 
self, because  the  Lord  should  be  her  everlasting  light,  and  the 
days  of  her  mourning  should  be  ended. ^  These  things  mani- 
festly have  respect  to  the  Christian  church,  in  her  most  perfect 
and  glorious  state  on  earth,  in  the  last  ages  of  the  world ;  when 
the  church  should  be  so  far  from  being  confined  to  the  land  of 
Canaan,  that  she  should  fill  the  whole  earth,  and  all  lands  should 
be  alike  holy. 

These  words  in  the  text,  '^  As  a  young  man  marrieth  a 
virgin,  so  shall  thy  sons  marry  thee,^^  I  choose  rather,  widi 
others,  to  understand  as  expressive  of  the  church's  union  with 
her  faithful  pastors,  and  the  great  benefits  she  should  receive 
from  them.  God^s  ministers,  though  they  are  set  to  be  the  in- 
structors, guides,  and  fathers  of  God^s  people,  yet  are  also  the 
sons  of  the  church;  Amos  ii.  11.  ^^l  raised  up  of  your  sons 
for  prophets,  and  of  your  young  men  for  Nazarites.^'  Such  as 
these,  when  faithful,  are  those  precious  sons  of  Zion,  compara- 
ble to  fine  gold,  spoken  of.  Lam.  iv.  3.  7.  '^  Her  Nazarites 
were  purer  than  snow,  they  were  whiter  than  milk.  And  as  he 
that  marries  a  young  virgin,  becomes  the  guide  of  her  youth, 
so  these  sons  of  Zion  are  represented  as  taking  her  by  the  hand 
as  her  guide,  Isaiah  li.  1 8.  '^  There  is  none  to  guide  her 
among  all  the  sons  whom  she  hath  brought  forth :  neither  is 
there  any  that  taketh  her  by  the  hand  of  all  the  sons  that  she 
hath  brought  up.'^  That  by  these  sons  of  the  church  is  meant 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  is  confirmed  by  the  next  verse  to  the 
text,  '^  I  have  set  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerusalem.^' 

.  That  the  sons  of  the  church  should  be  married  to  her  as  a 
young  man  to  a  virgin,  is  a  mystery  not  unlike  many  others 
heldiorth  in  the  word  of  God,  concerning  the  relation  be- 
tf^een  Christ  and  his  people,  and  their  relation  to  him  and  to 
one  another.  Christ  is  David's  Lord,  and  yet  his  son,  and 
both  the  root  and  ofi*spring  of  David.  Christ  is  a  son  bom 
and  a  child  given,  s^d  yet  the  everlasting  Father.  The  church 
is  Christ's  mother.  Cant.  iii.  1 1  ;  and  viii.  1  ;   and  yet  his 
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spouse,  his  sister,  and  his  child.  Believers  are  Christ's  moth 
and  yet  his  sister  and  brother.  Ministers  are  the  sons  of  the 
church,  and  yet  are  her  fathers.  The  apostle  speaks  of  him- 
self, as  the  father  of  the  members  of  the  church  of  Corinth, 
and  also  the  mother  of  the  Galatians,  travailing  in  birth  wilh 
them,  Gal.  iv.  19 

2.  The  second  and  chief  fulfilment  of  the  promise  consists 
in  the  church  being  married  to  Christ:  "And.  as  the  bride- 
groom rejoicelh  over  the  bridct  so  shall  thy  God  rejoice 
over  thee."  Not  that  we  are  to  understand  that  the  church 
has  many  husbands,  or  that  Christ  is  one  husband,  and  minis- 
ters are  other  husbands,  strictly  speaking.  For  though  minis- 
ters are  here  spoken  of  as  being  married  to  the  church,  yet  it 
is  not  as  his  competitors,  or  as  standing  in  a  conjugal  relation 
to  his  bride  in  any  way  parallel  with  his.  For  the  churcb. 
properly,  has  but  one  husband  ;  she  is  not  an  adultress,  but  a 
virgin,  who  is  devoted  wholly  to  the  Lamb,  and  who  foDows 
him  whithersoever  he  goes.  But  ministers  espouse  the  church 
entirely  as  Christ's  ambassadors,  as  representing  him,  and 
standing  in  his  stead,  being  sent  forth  by  him  to  be  married  to 
her  in  bis  name,  that  by  these  means  she  may  be  married 
to  him.  As  when  a  prince  marries  a  foreign  lady  by  proxy, 
the  prince's  ambassador  marries  her,  but  not  in  his  own  name, 
but  in  the  name  of  his  master,  that  he  may  be  the  instrument 
of  bringing  her  into  a  true  conjugal  relation  to  him.  This  is 
agreeable  to  what  the  apostle  says,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  "  I  am 
jealous  over  you  with  a  godly  jealousy  ;  for  1  have  espoused 
you  to  one  husband,  that  1  may  present  you  as  a  chaste  virgin 
to  Christ.' '  Here  the  apostle  represents  himself  as  being,  as  it 
were,  the  husband  of  the  church  of  Corinth;  for  it  is  the 
husband  that  is  jealous  when  the  wife  commits  adultery  ; 
and  yet  he  speaks  of  himself  as  having  espoused  them,  not  in 
his  own  name,  but  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  for  him,  and  him 
only,  and  as  his  ambassador,  sent  forth  to  bring  them  home  a 
chaste  virgin  to  him.  Ministers  are  in  the  test  represented  as 
married  to  Ihc  church  in  the  same  sense  that  elsewhere  they  are 
represented  as  fathers  of  the  church.  The  church  has  but  one 
father,  even  God,  and  ministers  are  fathers  as  his  ambassador* ; 
so  the  church  has  but  one  shepherd,  ,lohn  x.  16.  "There  shall 
be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd  ;"  but  yet  ministers,  as  Christ's 
nmbasBadors-  are  often  called  the  church's  shepherds  or  pastore. 
The  church  has  but  one  Saviour;  hut  yet  ministers,  as  his  am- 
bassadors and  instruments,  are  called  her  saviours;  1  Trm. 
iv.  16.  "  In  doing  this  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself  and  them 
that  hear  thee."  Obad.  21.  "  And  saviours  -hall  come  upon 
Mount  Zion."  The  church  has  but  one  Priest;  but  yet  in 
Isaiah  Ixvi.  21,  speaking  of  the  ministers  of  the  Gentile  nations, 
it  is  said,  "  1  will  take  of  them  for  prieata  and  Levites."    The 
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church  has  but  one  Judge,  for  the  Father  haih  committed  all 
judgment  to  the  Son  ;  yet  Christ  tells  his  apostles,  that  they 
shall  sit  on  twelve  thrones,  j  udging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 

When  the  text  speaks  first  of  ministers  marrying  the 
church,  and  then  of  Christ's  rejoicing  over  her  as  the 
bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride ;  the  former  is  manifestly 
spoken  of  as  being  in  order  to  the  latter ;  even  in  order 
to  the  joy  and  happiness  that  the  church  shall  have  in  her 
true  bridegroom.  The  preaching  of  the  gospel  is  in  this 
context  spoken  of  three  times  successively,  as  the  great 
means  of  bringing  about  the  prosperity  and  joy  of  the 
church ;  once,  in  the  first  verse,  ''  For  Zioa's  sake  will  I 
not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake  I  will  not 
rest,  until  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness, 
and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth ;''  and 
then  in  the  text ;  and  lastly  in  the  two  following  verses, 
^^  I  have  set  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerusalem,  which 
shall  never  hold  their  peace  day  nor  night.  Ye  that  make 
mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not  silence ;  and  give  himj  no 
rest,  till  he  establish,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise 
in   the  earth.'' 

The  text  thus  opened  aSbrds  these  two  propositions, 
proper  for  our  consideration  on  the  solemn  occasion  of  this 
day. 

I.  The  uniting  of  faithful  ministers  with  Christ's  people 
in  the  ministerial  office,  when  done  in  a  due  manner,  is  like  a 
young  man's  marrying  a  virgin. 

fl.  This  union  of  ministers  with  the  people  of  Christ  is  in 
order  to  their  being  brought  to  the  blessedness  of  a  more 
glorious  union,  in  which  Christ  shall  rejoice  over  them,  as  the 
bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride. 

I.  Prop.  The  uniting  of  a  faithful  minister  with  Christ's 
people  in  the  ministerial  office,  when  done  in  a  due  manner,  is 
like  a  young  man's  marrying  a  virgin. 

I  say,  the  uniting  of  a  faithful  minister  with  Christ's 
people,  and  in  a  due  manner ;  for  we  must  suppose  that 
the  promise  God  makes  to  the  church  in  the  text,  relates 
to  such  ministers,  and  such  a  manner  of  union  with  the 
church ;  because  this  is  promised  to  the  church  as  a  part 
of  her  latter  day  glory,  and  as  a  benefit  that  should  be 
granted  her  by  God,  as  the  fruit  of  bis  great  love  to  her, 
and  an  instance  of  her  great  spiritual  prosperity  and  happiness 
in  her  purest  and  most  excellent  state  on  earth.  But  it  would 
be  no  such  instance  of  God's  great  favour  and  the  church's 
happiness,  to  have  unfaithful  ministers  entering  into  office 
in  an  undue  and  improper  manner.    They  are  evidently  faith- 
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ful  ministers  that  are  spoken  of  in  the  next  verse,  where 
the  same  are  doubtless  spoken  of  as  in  the  text ;  ^'  I  have  set 
watchmen  on  thy  walls,  O  Jerusalem,  which  shall  never 
liold  their  peace  day  nor  night.''  And  they  are  those  that 
shall  be  introduced  into  the  ministry  at  a  time  of  its  extra- 
ordinary purity,  order,  and  beauty,  wherein  (as  is  said  in  the 
first,  second,  and  third  verses)  her  ^^  righteousness  shoald 
go  forth  as  brightness,  and  the  Gentiles  should  see  her 
righteousness,  and  all  kings  her  glory,  and  she  should  be 
a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in 
the  hand  of  her  God.'^ 

When  I  speak  of  the  uniting  of  a  faithful  minister 
with  Christ^s  people  in  a  due  manner,  I  do  not  mean  a 
due  manner  only  with  regard  to  external  order ;  but  its  being 
truly  done  in  a  holy  manner,  with  sincere  upright  aims 
and  intentions,  with  a  right  disposition,  and  proper  frames 
of  mind  in  those  that  are  concerned ;  and  particularly  in  the 
minister  that  takes  office,  and  God^s  people  to  whom  he 
is  united,  each  exercising  in  this  affair  a  proper  regard  to 
God  and  one  another. — Such  an  uniting  of  a  faithful  minister 
with  the  people  of  God  in  the  ministerial  office,  is  in  some 
respects  like  a  young  man  marrying  a  vii^in. 

1.  When  a  duly  qualified  person  is  properly  invested  with  the 
ministerial  character,  and  does  in  a  due  manner  take  upon  him 
the  sacred  work  and  office  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  he  does, 
in  some  sense,  espouse  the  church  of  Christ  in  general.  For, 
though  he  do  not  properly  stand  in  a  pastoral  telation  to  the 
whole  church  of  Christ  through  the  earth,  and  is  far  from  be- 
coming an  universal  pastor ;  yet  thenceforward  he  has  a  different 
concern  with  the  church  of  Christ  in  general,  and  its  interests 
and  welfare,  than  other  persons  have  that  are  laymen,  and  should 
be  regarded  otherwise  by  all  the  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  Wherever  he  is  providentially  called  to  preach  the 
word  of  God,  or  minister  in  holy  things,  he  ought  to  be  received 
as  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  the  messenger  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
to  them.  And  every  one  that  takes  on  him  this  office  as  he 
ought  to  do,  espouses  the  church  of  Christ,  as  he  espouses  the 
interest  of  the  church  in  a  manner  that  is  peculiar.  He  is  under 
obligations,  as  a  minister  of  the  Christian  Church,  beyond  other 
men,  to  love  the  church,  as  Christ  her  true  bridegroom  hath 
loved  her,  and  to  prefer  Jerusalem  above  his  chief  joy,  and  to 
imitate  Christ,  the  great  shepherd  and  bishop  of  souls,  and  hus- 
band of  the  church,  in  his  care  and  tender  concern  for  her  wel- 
fare, and  earnest  and  constant  labours  to  promote  it,  as  he  has 
opportunity.  And  as  he*  in  taking  office,  devotes  himself  to  the 
service  of  Christ  in  his  church ;  so  pe  gives  himself  to  the  churchi 
to  be  hers,  in  that  love,  tender  care,  constant  endeavour,  and 
earnest  labour  for  her  provision,  comfort,  and  welfare,  tluit  is 
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proper  to  his  office  as  a  minister  of  Providence,  as  long  as  he 
lives  ;  as  a  young  man  gives  himself  to  a  virgin  when  he  marries 
her.  And  the  church  of  Christ  in  general,  as  constituted  of 
true  saints  through  the  world,  (though  they  do  not  deliver  up 
themselves  to  any  one  particular  minister,  as  universal  pastor, 
yet)  cleave  to  and  embrace  the  ministry  of  the  church  with  en- 
deared affection,  high  honour,  and  esteem,  for  Christ's  sake« 
Thev  joyfully  commit  and  subject  themselves  to  them ;  they 
resolve  to  honour  and  help  them,  to  be  guided  by  them  and  help 
them  so  long  as  in  the  world ;  as  the  bride  doth  in  marriage 
deliver  up  herself  to  her  husband.  And  the  ministry  in  general, 
or  the  whole  number  of  faithful  ministers,  being  all  united  in 
the  same  work  as  fellow  helpers  to  the  grace  of  God,  may  be 
considered  as  one  mystical  person,  that  espouses  the  church  as 
a  young  man  espouses  a  virgin :  as  the  many  elders  of  the  church 
of  Ephesus  are  represented  as  one  mystical  person,  Rev.  ii.  1. 
and  all  called  the  angel  of  the  church  of  Ephesus ;  and  as  the 
faithful  ministers  of  Christ  in  general,  all  over  the  world,  seem 
to  be  represented  as  one  mystical  person,  and  called  an  angel, 
Rev.  xiv.  6.  '^  And  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of 
heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  upon  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people." — But, 

2.  More  especially  is  the  unitingof  a  faithful  minister  with  a 
particular  Christian  people,  as  their  pastor,  when  done  in  a  due 
manner,  like  a  young  man  marrying  a  virgin. — It  is  so  with 
respect  to  the  union  itself,  the  concomitants  of  the  union,  and 
the  fruits  of  it. 

(1.)  The  union  itself  is  in  several  respects  like  that  which  is 
between  a  young  man  and  a  virgin  whom  he  marries. 

It  is  so  with  respect  to  mutual  regard  and  affection.  A  faith- 
ful minister  that  is  m  a  Christian  manner  united  to  a  Christian 
people  as  their  pastor,  has  his  heart  united  to  them  in  the  most 
ardent  and  tender  affection.  And  they,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
their  hearts  united  to  him,  esteeming  him  very  highly  in  love 
for  his  works'  sake,  and  receiving  him  with  honour  and  reve- 
rence, and  willingly  subjecting  themselves  to  him,  and  commit- 
ting themselves  to  his  care,  as  being  under  Christ,  their  head 
and  guide. 

And  such  a  pastor  and  people  are  like  a  young  man  and  vir- 
gin united  in  marriage,  with  respect  to  the  purity  of  their  regard 
one  to  another.  The  young  man  gives  himself  to  his  bride  in 
purity,  as  undebauched  by  meretricious  embraces ;  and  she  also 
presents  herself  to  him  a  chaste  virgin.  So  in  such  an  union  of 
a  minister  and  people  as  we  are  speaking  of,  the  parties  united 
are  pure  and  holy  in  their  affection  and  regard  one  to  another. 
The  minister's  bttrt  is  united  to  the  people,  not  for  filthy  lucre 
or  any  worldly  advantage,  but  with  a  pure  benevolence  to  them. 
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I  desri'c  ol'  their  spiritual  welfare  and  prosperity,  ai 
cence  in  them  as  the  children  of  God  and  followers  of  Christ 
Jesus.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  they  love  and  honour  him  with 
a  holy  aflection  and  esteem  ;  and  not  merely  aa  having  their 
admiration  raised,  and  their  carnal  olTection  moved  by  having 
their  curiosity  and  other  fleshly  principles  gratihed  by  a  flond 
eloquence,  and  the  excellency  of  speech  and  man's  wisdom; 
but  receiving  him  as  the  messenger  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  coming 
to  them  on  a  divine  and  in6nitely  important  errand,  and  with 
those  holy  qualifications  that  resemble  the  virtues  of  the  Lamb 
of  God. 

And  as  the  bridegroom  and  bride  give  themselves  to  each 
other  in  covenant ;  so  it  is  in  that  union  we  are  speaking  of  be- 
tween a  faithful  pastoi  and  a  Christian  people.  The  miniaier, 
by  solemn  vows,  devotes  himself  to  the  people,  to  improve  bis 
time  and  strength,  and  spend  and  be  spent  for  them  so  long  as 
God.  in  his  providence,  shall  continue  the  union :  and  they, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  a  holy  covenant,  commit  the  care  of  their 
souls,  and  subject  themselves  to  him. 

(3.)  The  union  between  a  faithful  minister  and  a  Christian 
people,  is  hke  that  between  a  young  man  and  virgin  in  their 
marriage,  with  respect  to  the  concomilanls  of  it. 

When  such  a  minister  and  such  a  people  are  thus  united,  itis 
attended  with  great  joy.  The  minister  joyfully  devoting  himself 
to  the  service  of  his  Lord  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  as  a  work 
that  he  delights  in  :  and  also  joyfully  uniting  himself  to  the  so- 
ciety of  the  saints  that  he  is  set  over,  as  having  complacence  in 
them,  for  his  dear  Lord's  sake,  whose  people  they  are ;  and 
willingly  and  Joyfully,  on  Christ's  call,  undertaking  the  labours 
and  difhculties  of  the  service  of  their  souls.  And  they,  on  the 
other  hand,  joyfully  receiving  him  as  a  precious  gift  of  their 
ascended  Redeemer.  Thus  a  faithful  minister  and  a  Christian 
people  are  each  other's  joy,  Rom.  xv.  32.  "  That  1  may  come 
unto  you  with  joy  by  the  will  of  God,  and  may  with  you  be  re- 
freshed." 2  Cor.  i.  H.  "As  you  have  acknowledged  us  in 
part,  that  we  are  your  rejoicing,  even  as  ye  are  onrs." 

Another  concomitant  of  this  union,  wherein  it  resembles  that 
which  becomes  a  young  man  and  virgin  united  in  marriage,  is 
mutual  bclpfuloess,  and  a  constant  care  and  endeavour  to  pro* 
mote  each  other's  good  and  comfort.  The  minister  carnesttf 
and  continually  seeks  the  profit  and  comfort  of  the  souls  of  his 
people,  and  to  guard  and  defend  them  from  every  thing  that 
might  annoy  them,  and  studies  and  labours  to  promote  their  spi- 
ritual peace  and  prosperity.  They  on  the  other  hand,  make  it 
their  constant  care  to  promote  his  comfort,  to  make  the  burden 
of  his  difficult  work  easy,  to  avoid  those  things  that  might  add 
to  the  difficulty  of  it,  and  that  might  justly  be  grievous  to  tus 
heart.     They  do  what  in  them  lies  to  encourage  his  heart,  and 
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strengthen  bis  bands  in  bis  work ;  and  are  ready  to  say  to  him, 
when  called  to  exert  himself  in  the  more  difficult  parts  of  his 
woric,  as  the  people  of  old  to  Elzra  the  priest,  when  they  saw 
him  bowed  down  under  the  burden  of  a  difficult  affair,  Ezra  x* 
4,  ^^  Arise,  for  this  matter  belongeth  to  thee  :  we,  also,  will  be 
with  thee:  Be  of  good  courage,  and  doit/'  They  spare  no 
pains  nor  cost  to  make  their  pastor^s  outward  circumstances 
easy  and  comfortable,  and  free  from  pinching  necessities  and 
distracting  cares,  and  to  put  him  under  the  best  advantages  to 
follow  his  great  work  fully  and  successfully. 

Such  a  pastor  and  people,  as  it  is  between  a  couple  hap- 
pily united  in  a  conjugal  relation,  have  a  mutual  sympathy 
with  each  other,  a  fellow-feeling  ojf  each  other's  burdens  and 
calamities,  and  a  communion  in  each  other^s  prosperity  and 
joy.  When  the  people  suffer  in  their  spiritual  interests,  the 
pastor  suffers  :  he  is  afflicted  when  he  sees  their  souls  in  trou- 
ble and  darkness :  he  feels  their  wounds :  and  he  looks  on 
their  prosperity  and  comfort  as  his  own.  2  Cor.  xi.  29-  *'*'  Who 
is  weak,  and  1  am  not  weak  ?  who  is  offended,  and  1  burn 
not  ?''  2  Cor.  vii.  1 3.  "  We  were  comforted  in  your  comfort." 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  people  feel  their  pastor's  burdens, 
and  rejoice  in  his  prosperity  and  consolations  ;  see  Phil.  iv.  1 4, 
and  ^  Cor.  ii.  3. 

(3.)  This  union  is  like  that  which  is  between  a  young  man 
and  a  virgin  in  its  fruits. 

One  fruit  of  it  is  mutual  benefit :  They  become  meet 
helps  one  for  another.  The  people  receive  great  benefit  by 
the  minister,  as  he  is  their  teacher  to  communicate  spiritual 
instructions  and  counsels  to  them,  and  is  set  to  watch  over 
them,  to  defend  them  from  those  enemies  and  calamities  they 
are  liable  to ;  and  so  is,  imder  Christ,  to  be  bcith  their  guide 
and  guard,  as  the  husband  is  of  the  wife  •     And,  as  the  husband 

Provides  Uie  wife  with  food  and  clothing,  so  the  pastor,  as 
Ihrist's  steward,  makes  provision  for  his  people,  and  brings 
forth  out  of  his  treasure  things  new  and  old,  gives  every  one 
his  portion  of  meat  in  due  season,  and  is  made  the  instrument 
of  spiritually  clothing  and  adorning  their  souls.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  minister  receives  benefit  from  the  people, 
as  they  minister  greatly  to  his  spiritual  good  by  that  holy 
converse  to  which  their  union  to  him  as  his  flock  leads  them. 
The  conjugal  relation  leads  the  persons  united  therein  to  the 
most  intimate  acquaintance  and  conversation  with  each  other; 
so  the  union  there  is  between  a  faithful  pastor  and  a  Christian 
people,  leads  them  to  intimate  conversation  about  things  of  a 
spiritual  nature.  It  leads  the  people  most  freely  and  fully 
to  open  the  case  of  their  souls  to  the  pastor,  and  leads  him  to 
deal  most  freely,  closely,  and  thoroughly  with  them,  in 
pertaining  thereto*      Axid  this  conversation  not  only  t€ 
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their  benefit,  but,  also,  greatly  to  his.  And  the  pastor  receives 
benefit  from  the  people  outwardly,  as  they  take  care  of,  and 
order  his  outward  accommodations  for  his  support  and  com- 
forts and  dO)  as  it  were,  spread  and  serve  his  table  for  him. 

Another  fruit  of  this  union,  wherein  it  resembles  the  con- 
jugal, is  a  spiritual  oflTspring.  There  is  wont  to  arise  from  the 
union  of  such  a  pastor  and  people,  a  spiritual  race  of  children. 
These  new-born  children  of  God  are,  in  the  Scripture,  repre- 
sented both  as  the  children  of  ministers,  as  those  who  have  be- 
gotten them  through  the  gospel;  and,  also,  as  the  children  of 
the  church,  who  is  represented  as  their  mother  that  hath 
brought  them  forth,  and  at  whose  breasts  they  are  nourished ; 
as  in  Isa.  liv.  1,  and  Ixvi.  11.  Gal.  iv.  26.  1  Pet.  ii.  2,  and 
many  other  places. 

Having  thus  briefly  shown,  how  the  uniting  of  faithful  mi- 
nisters with  Christ's  people,  in  the  ministerial  office,  when  done 
in  a  due  manner,  is  like  a  young  man  marr}ing  a  vii^in,  I  pro- 
ceed now  to  the 

II.  Prop.  viz.  That  this  i^jiion  of  ministers  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Christ,  is  in  order  to  their  being  brought  to  the  blessed- 
ness of  a  more  glorious  union,  in  which  Christ  shall  rejoice 
over  them  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride. 

1.  The  saints  are,  and  shall  be,  the  subjects  of  this  bles- 
sedness. Of  all  the  various  kinds  of  union,  of  sensible  and 
temporal  things  that  are  used  in  Scripture,  to  represent  the  re- 
lation there  is  between  Christ  and  his  church  ;  that  which  is 
between  bridegroom  and  bride,  or  husband  and  wife,  is  much 
the  most  frequently  made  use  of,  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testament.  The  Holy  Ghost  seems  to  take  a  peculiar  delight 
in  this,  as  a  similitude  fit  to  represent  the  strict,  intimate,  and 
blessed  union  that  is  between  Christ  and  his  saints.  The 
apostle  intimates,  that  one  end  why  God  appointed  marriage, 
and  established  so  near  a  relation  as  that  between  husband  and 
wife,  was,  that  it  might  be  a  type  of  the  union  that  is  between 
Christ  and  his  church  ;  in  Eph.  v.  30,  31,  32 — "For  we  are 
members  of  his  body,  of  his  nesh,  and  of  his  bones.  For  this 
cause  shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and  shall  be 
joined  to  his  wife  ;  and  they  two  shall  be  one  flesh.^^  For  this 
causci  i.  e.  because  we  are  members  of  Christ's  body,  of  his 
flesh  and  of  his  bones,  God  appointed  that  man  and  wife  should 
be  so  joined  together,  as  to  be  one  flesh,  to  represent  this  high 
and  blessed  union  between  Christ  and  his  church.  The  apos- 
tle explains  himself  in  the  next  words,  *'  This  is  a  great  myste- 
ry, but  I  speak  concerning  Christ  and  the  church."  This  in- 
stitution of  marriage,  making  the  man  and  his  wife  one  flesh, 
is  a  great  mystery ;  t.  6.  there  is  a  great  and  glorious  mystery 
hid  in  the  design  of  it :   and  the  apostle  tells  ns  what  that  glo- 
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rious  mystery  is — "  1  speak  concerning  Christ  and  the  chun^lr.'' 
as  much  as  to  say.  the  master}-  I  speak  of,  is  that  blessed  union 
that  is  between  Christ  and  his  church,  which  1  spoke  of  before. 

This  is  a  blessed  union  indeed ;  of  which  that  between  a 
faithful  minister  and  a  Christian  people  b  but  a  shadow.  Mi- 
nisters are  not  the  proper  husbands  of  the  church,  tbouglh  their 
union  to  God^s  people,  as  Christ^s  ambaasadons.  in  sererd 
respects  resembles  the  conjugal  relation :  but  Christ  is  the 
true  husband  of  the  church,  to  whom  d^  «>uls  of  the  saints 
are  espoused  indeed,  and  to  whom  they  are  united  as  his  flesh 
and  bis  bones,  yea,  and  one  spirit ;  to  whom  they  have  gifen 
themselTcs  in  an  eferlasting  coTenant.  and  whom  *k>oc  tfaej 
cleave  to,  love,  honour,  obey,  and  trust  in.  as  dieir  spiritual 
husband,  whom  alone  they  reserve  tfaeaselves  for  as  chaste 
vii^os,  and  whom  they  follow  whithersoever  he  goeth.  These 
are  manv  ministers  in  the  church  of  Christ,  and  there  mav  be 
several  pastors  of  one  particular  church :  bat  d^  church  has 
but  one  husband,  all  others  are  rejected  and  despised  in  com- 
parison of  him ;  he  is  among  the  sons  as  Ae  apple-tree  amoi^ 
the  trees  of  the  wood :  d^v  all  are  barren  and  worthless,  he 
only  is  the  fruitful  tree ;  and  therefore,  leaving  all  odiers.  the 
church  betakes  herself  to  him  alone,  and  sits  under  his  shadow 
with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  is  sweet  to  her  taste;  she 
takes  up  her  full  and  t  ntire  rest  in  him.  desiring  no  other. — 
The  relation  between  a  minister  and  people  shall  be  dissolved, 
and  may  be  dissolved  before  death ;  but  the  union  between 
Christ  and  his  church  shall  never  be  dissolved,  neither  before 
death  nor  by  death,  but  shall  endure  through  all  eternity; 
^'  The  mountains  shall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed ;  but 
Christ ^s  conjugal  love  and  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  his 
church ;  neither  shall  the  covenant  of  his  peace,  the  marriage- 
covenant,  be  removed.*^  Isa.  liv.  I. — The  union  between  a 
faithful  minister  and  a  Christian  people  is  but  a  partial  resem- 
blance even  of  the  marriage  union  ;  it  is  like  marriage  only  in 
some  particulars :  but  with  respect  to  the  union  between  Christ 
and  his  church,  marriage  is  nut  a  partial  resemblance,  yea,  a 
faint  shadow.  Every  thing  desirable  and  excellent  in  the  union 
between  an  earthly  bridegroom  and  bride,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
union  between  Christ  and  his  church  ;  and  that  in  an  inlinitcly 
greater  perfection  and  more  glorious  manner. — Thrro  i;*  infi- 
nitely more  to  be  found  in  it  than  ever  was  found  bf'twoon  the 
happiest  couple  in  a  conjugal  relation  ;  or  cciiiUI  \w  loinul  if  the 
bridle  and  bridegroom  had  not  only  the  innot'cMirn  of  Adnm  and 
Eve,  but  the  perfection  of  angels. 

Christ  and  his  saints,  standing  in  fiuch  a  rolntion  as  this  one 
to  another,  the  saints  must  needs  be  unspeakably  happy.  Their 
mutual  joy  in  each  other  is  answerable  to  the  ncRmess  of  their 
relation  and  strictness  of  their  union.    Christ  rejoices  over  the 
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cbdrch  as  the  bridegroom  rejoicelh  over  the  bride,  and  she 
joices  in  him  as  ihe  bride  rejoices  iD  the  bridegroom.  My  tei 
has  respect  lo  the  mulual  joy  that  Christ  and  his  church  shoald 
have  in  each  olber:  for  though  the  joy  of  Christ  over  his  church 
only  is  meiuioiied,  yet  it  is  evident  that  ihis  is  here  spoken  of 
and  promised  as  the  threat  happiness  of  the  church,  and  therefore 
supposes  her  joy  in  him. 

The  mutual  joy  of  Christ  and  his  church  is  like  that  of 
bridegroom  and  bride,  in  that  they  rejoice  in  each  other,  as  those 
whom  they  have  chosen  above  others,  for  their  nearest,  most 
intimate,  and  eveHasting  frieuds  and  companions.  The  church 
is  Christ's  chosen,  Isa.  xli.  9.  "  I  have  chosen  thee,  and  not  cast 
thee  away  T'  chap,  xlviii.  10.  "  I  have  chosen  Ihee  in  the  fur- 
nace of  affliction."  How  often  are  God's  saints  called  his  elect 
or  chosen  oues  7  He  ban  chosen  them,  not  to  be  mere  servauts, 
but  friends;  John  sv.  IS.  "^  I  call  you  not  servants; — but  1 
have  called  you  friends."  And  though  Christ  be  the  Lord  of 
glory,  in6nitely  above  men  and  angels,  yet  he  has  chosen  the 
elect  to  be  his  companions  ;  and  has  taken  upon  him  their  nature ; 
and  so  in  some  respect,  as  it  were,  levelled  himself  with  them, 
that  he  might  be  their  brother  and  companion.  Christ,  as  well 
as  David,  calls  the  saints  his  brethren  and  companions.  Psaltn 
cssii.  8-  "'  Fur  my  brethren  and  companions'  sake  I  will  now 
say.  Peace  be  within  thee."  So  in  the  book  of  Canticles,  he 
calls  his  church  hi»  sister  and  spouse.  Christ  hath  loved  antl 
chosen  his  church  as  liis  peculiar  friend,  above  others  ;  Psalm 
cxKxv.  4.  "  The  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  unto  himself,  and 
Israel  for  his  peculiar  treasure.^'  As  the  bridegroom  chooses 
the  bride  for  his  peculiar  friend,  above  all  others  in  Ihe  world ; 
ao  Christ  has  chosen  his  church  for  a  peculiar  nearness  to  him, 
as  his  flesh  and  his  bone,  and  the  high  honour  and  dignity  of 
espousals  above  all  others,  rather  than  the  fallen  angels,  yea, 
rather  than  the  elect  aogela.  For  verily,  in  this  respect,  "he 
takelh  not  hold  of  angels,  hut  he  takelh  hold  of  the  seed  of 
Abraham ;"  as  the  words  are  in  the  original,  Heb.  ii.  IC.  He 
has  chosen  his  church  above  the  rest  of  mankind,  above  all  the 
Heathen  nations,  and  thoKe  that  are  without  the  visible  church, 
and  above  all  other  professing  Christians,  Cant.  vi.  9.  ''My 
dove,  my  undeliled  is  but  one ;  she  is  the  only  one  of  her  mo- 
ther, she  is  the  choice  one  of  her  that  bare  her."  Thus  Christ 
rejoices  over  his  church,  as  having  obtained  in  her  that  which 
he  has  chosen  above  nil  the  rest  of  the  creation,  and  as  sweetly 
resting  in  his  choice  ;  Psalm  cxxxii.  (3,  1-1.  "  The  Lord  hattt 
chosen  Zion  ;  he  hath  desired  it.— This  is  my  rest  for  ever." 

On  tlie  other  hand,  the  chtirch  chooses  Christ  above  all 
others ;  he  is  in  her  eyes  the  chief  among  ten  ihousands,  fairer 
than  the  Bona  of  men :  she  rejects  the  suit  of  all  his  rivals,  for  hts 
sake :  her  heart  rchnquishos  the  whole  world ;  he  i*  her  pearl  of 
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great  price,  tor  which  she  parts  with  all  ^  and  rejoices  iu  him,  as 
the  choice  and  rest  of  her  soul. 

Christ  and  his  church,  like  the  bridegroom  and  bridc«  re- 
joice in  each  odier,  as  having  a  special  propriety  in  each  other. 
All  thii^  are  Christ^s ;  but  he  has  a  special  propriety  in  his 
church.  There  is  nothing  in  heaven  or  earth,  among  all  the 
creatures,  that  is  his,  in  that  high  and  excellent  manner  that 
the  church  is  his  :  They  are  often  called  his  portion  and  inhe- 
ritance ;  they  are  said.  Rev.  xiv.  4,  to  be  ^^  tne  first-fruits  to 
God  and  the  Lamb.^  As  of  old,  the  first-fruit  was  that  part  of 
the  harvest  that  belonged  to  God,  and  was  to  be  oflered  to  him ; 
so  the  saints  are  the  first  fruits  of  God^s  creatures,  being  that 
part  which  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  Christ^s  portion,  above  all 
the  rest  of  the  creation,  James  i.  1 8.  *^  Of  his  own  will  begat 
he  us  by  the  word  of  truth,  that  we  should  be  a  kind  of  first* 
fruits  of  his  creatures.'^  And  Christ  rejoices  in  his  church,  as 
in  that  which  is  peculiariy  his,  Isa.  Ixv.  19.  ^^  I  will  rejoice  in 
Jerusalem,  and  joy  in  m^  people/^  The  church  has  also  a  pe- 
culiar propriety  in  Christ :  though  other  things  are  hers,  yet 
nothing  is  hers  in  that  manner  that  her  spiritual  bridegroom  is 
hers.  Grreat  and  glorious  as  he  is,  yet  he,  with  all  his  dignity 
and  glory,  is  wholly  given  to  her,  to  be  fully  possessed  and  enjoyed 
by  her,  to  the  utmost  degree  that  she  is  capable  of:  thererore 
we  have  her  so  often  saying  in  the  language  of  exultation  and 
triumph,  ^^  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  1  am  his.^^  Cant.  ii.  16. 
and  vi.  3.  and  vii.  10. 

Christ  and  his  church,  like  the  bridegroom  and  bride,  re- 
joice in  each  other,  as  those  that  are  the  objects  of  each  other^s 
most  tender  and  ardent  love.  The  love  ofChrist  to  his  church 
is  altogether  unparalleled  :  the  height  and  depth  and  length  and 
breadth  of  it  pass  knowledge :  for  he  lovea  the  churcn,  and 
gave  himself  for  it;  and  bis  love  to  her  proved  stronger  than 
death.  And  on  the  other  hand,  she  loves  him  with  a  supreme 
afiection  :  nothing  stands  in  competition  with  him  in  her  neart : 
she  loves  him  with  all  her  heart.  Her  whole  soul  is  offered  up 
to  him  in  the  flame  of  love.  And  Christ  rejoices,  and  has  sweet 
rest  and*delieht  in  his  love  to  the  church  *,  Zeph.  iii.  17.  "  The 
Lord  thy  God  in  the  midst  of  thee  is  mighty ;  he  wiFI  save,  he 
will  rejoice  over  thee  with  ioy  :  he  will  rest  in  his  love,  he  will 
joy  over  thee  with  singing.^^  Sa  the  church,  in  the  exercise  of 
her  love  to  Christ,  reioices  with  unspeakable  joy ;  1  Pst«  i.  7, 
8.  ''  Jesus  Christ :  wnom  bavine  not  seen,  ye  love ;  in  who2?« 
though  now  ye  see  him  not,  yet  believe  him,  ye  rejoice  with  joy 
unspeakable,  and  full  of  efory.'* 

Christ  and  his  church  rejoice  in  each  other^s  beauty.  The 
church  rejoices  in  Christ^s  mvine  beauty  and  glory*  Sbe  as  if 
were,  sweetly  solaces  herself  in  the  light  of  the  glory  of  the  sun 
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of  righteousness ;  and  the  saiuts  say  one  to  another,  as  iB^H 
ti.  5,  "  O  house  of  Jacob,  come  ye,  let  ua  walk  in  the  lign^f 
the  Lord."  The  perfections  and  virtues  of  Christ  are  as  a 
perfumed  ointment  to  the  church,  thai  make  his  very  name  to 
be  to  her  as  ointment  poured  forth  ;  Cant.  i.  3.  '■  Because  of 
the  savour  of  thy  good  ointments,  thy  name  is  as  ointment 
poured  forth  ;  therefore  do  the  virgins  love  thee."  And  Christ 
delights  and  rejoices  in  the  beauty  of  the  church,  the  beauty 
which  be  hath  put  upon  her:  her  Christian  graces  are  orna- 
ments of  great  price  in  hia  sight,  1  Pet.  iii.  4.  And  he  is 
spoken  of  as  greatly  desiring  her  beauty,  Psalm  xlv.  11.  Yea, 
he  himEelf  speaks  of  his  heart  as  ravished  with  her  beauty, 
Cant.  iv.  9.  "  Thou  hast  ravished  mj  heart,  my  sister,  my 
spouse ;  thou  bast  ravished  my  heart  with  one  of  thine  eyes, 
with  one  chain  of  thy  neck." 

Christ  and  his  church,  as  the  bridegroom  and  bride,  re- 
joice in  each  other's  love.  Wine  is  spoken  of,  PsaJm  civ.  15, 
as  that  which  maketb  glad  man's  heart :  but  the  church  of 
Christ  is  spoken  of  as  rejoicing  in  the  love  of  Christ,  as  that 
which  is  more  pleasant  and  refreshing  than  wine.  Cant.  i.  4. 
"  The  king  hath  brought  me  into  his  chambers :  we  will  be  glad 
and  rejoice  iu  thee,  we  will  remember  thy  love  more  than  wine." 
So  on  the  other  hand,  Christ  speaks  of  the  church's  love  sa 
far  better  to  him  than  wine.  Cant.  iv.  10.  "How  fair  is  thy 
love,  my  sister,  my  spouse  i  how  much  better  is  thy  love  (ban 
wine!" 

Christ  and  his  church  rejoice  in  communion  with  each 
other  as  in  being  united  in  their  happiness,  and  having  fellow- 
ship and  a  joint  pariicipation  in  each  other's  good  :  as  the  bride- 
groom and  bride  rejoice  together  at  the  wedding- feast,  and  as 
thenceforward  thej  are  joint  partakers  of  each  other's  comforts 
andjovs:  Rev.  iii.  20.  "  If  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  Ihe 
door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with 
me."  The  church  has  fellowship  with  Christ  in  his  own  happi- 
ness, and  hia  divine  entertainments ;  bis  joy  is  fulfilled  in  ber, 
John  xr.  ll.andxvii.  13.  She  sees  light  io  his  light ;  and  she 
is  made  to  drink  at  the  river  of  his  own  pleasures.  Psalm  xixvi. 
8,  9.  And  Christ  brings  her  to  cat  and  drink  at  his  own  tabic, 
to  take  her  fill  of  his  own  entertainments;  Cant-  v.  I.  *' Eat, 
O  friends ;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved."  And  he, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  fellowship  with  her ;  he  feasts  with  faer^ 
her  joys  are  his ;  and  he  rejoices  in  that  entertainment  that  ilie 
■  provides  for  him.  So  Christ  is  said  to  feed  among  the  lilies, 
Cant,  ii-  16;  and  chap.  vii.  13,  she  speaks  of  all  niauner  of 
pleasant  fruits,  new  and  old,  which  she  had  laid  up  ;  and  says 
to  him,  chap.  iv.  16,  "  Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden, 
and  eat  his  pleasant  fruits;"  and  lie  makes  answer  iu  the  DUt 
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verse,  "  I  come  into  my  garden,  my  sister,  my  spouse  ;  I  have 
gathered  my  myrrh  with  my  spice,  I  have  eaten  my  honeycomb 
with  my  honey,  I  have  drunk  my  wine  with  my  milk/^ 

And  lastly,  Christ  and  his  church,  as  the  bridegroom  and 
bride,  rejoice  in  conversing  with  each  other.  The  words  of 
Christ,  by  which  he  converses  with  his  church,  are  most  sweet 
to  her;  and,  therefore,  she  says  of  him,  Cant.  v.  16,  ^'His 
mouth  is  most  sweet.^^  And,  on  the  other  hand,  he  says  of 
her,  chapter  ii.  14,  ''Let  me  hear  thy  voice:  for  sweet  is 
thy  voice."  And  chapter  iv.  11,  "Thy  lips,  O  my  spouse, 
drop  as  the  honey-comb :  honey  and  milk  are  under  thy 
tongue." 

Christ  rejoices  over  his  saints,  as  the  bridegroom  over  the 
bride,  at  all  times  :  but  there  are  some  seasons  wherein  he  doth 
so  more  especially.  Such  a  season  is  the  time  of  the  souPs 
conversion  ;  when  the  good  shepherd  finds  his  lost  sheep,  then 
he  brings  it  home  rejoicing,  and  calls  together  his  friends  and 
neighbours,  saying,  Kejoice  with  me.  The  day  of  a  sinner^s 
conversion,  is  the  day  of  Christ's  espousals ;  and  so  is  eminently 
the  day  of  his  rejoicing;  Sol.  Song,  iii.  11.  "Go  forth,  O  ye 
daughters  of  Zioo,  and  behold  king  Solomon  with  the  crown 
wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  espousals, 
and  in  the  day  of  the  gladness  of  his  heart."  And  it  is  often- 
times remarkably  the  day  of  the  saints^  rejoicing  in  Christ : 
for  then  God  turns  again  the  captivity  of  his  elect  people,  and, 
as  it  were,  fills  their  mouth  with  laughter,  and  their  tongue 
with  singing ;  as  in  Psalm  cxxvi.  at  the  beginning.  We  read 
of  the  jailer,  that  when  he  was  converted,  "  he  rejoiced,  be- 
lieving in  God,  with  all  his  house,''  Acts  xvi.  34.  There  are 
other  seasons  of  special  communion  of  the  saints  with  Christ, 
wherein  Christ  doth,  in  an  especial  manner,  rejoice  over  his 
saints,  and,  as  their  bridegroom,  brings  them  into  his  chambers, 
that  they  also,  may  be  glad,  and  rdoice  in  him,  Cant.  i.  4. 

But  this  mutual  rejoicing  of  Christ,  and  his  saints,  will  be 
in  its  perfection,  at  the  time  of  the  saints'  glorification  with 
Christ  io  heaven :  for  that  is  the  proper  time  of  the  saints' 
entering  in  with  the  bridegroom  into  the  marriage,  Matt.  xxv. 
10.  The  saints^  conversion  is  rather  like  tlie  betrothing  of 
the  intended  bride  to  her  bridegroom  before  they  come  toge- 
ther ;  but  at  the  time  of  the  saints'  glorification,  that  shall  be 
fulfilled  in  Psalm  xlv.  15.  "  With  gTadnesB  and  rejoicing  shall 
they  be  brought;  they  shall  enter  into  the  king^s  palace.^' 
That  18  the  time  when  those  whom  Christ  loved,  and  for  whom 
he  gave  himself — that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  them,  as 
with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word — shall  be  presented  to 
him  in  glory,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing. 
Then  the  chnrch  shall  be  brought  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  her 
bridegroom,  having  all  tears  wiped  away  from  her  eyes ;  and 
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there  sliall  be  no  more  distance  or  absence.  She  shall  then  be 
brouglit  to  the  entertainments  of  an  eternal  wedding- feast,  and 
lo  dwell  for  ever  with  her  bridegroom  ;  yea,  to  dwell  etemallj 
in  bis  embraces.  Then  Christ  will  give  her  bis  loves;  and 
she  shall  drink  her  hll,  yea,  she  shall  swim  in  the  ocean  of  bta 
love. 

And,  as  there  are  various  seasons  wherein  Christ,  and  par- 
licular  saints  do  more  especially  rejoice  in  each  other ;  so  there 
are,  also,  certain  seasons  wherein  Christ  doth  more  especially 
rejoice  over  bis  church,  collectively  taken.  Such  a  season  is 
a  time  of  remarkable  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  :  it  is  a 
lime  of  the  espousals  of  many  souls  to  Christ ;  and  so  of  (he 
joy  of  espousals.  It  is  a  time  wherein  Christ  is  wont  more 
especially  to  visit  his  saints  with  his  loving-kindness,  and  lo 
bring  them  near  to  himself,  and  especially  to  refresh  their 
hearts  with  divine  communications  :  on  which  account,  it  be- 
comes a  time  of  great  joy  to  the  church  of  Cfarist.  So  when 
the  Spirit  of  God  was  so  wonderfully  poured  out  on  the  city  of 
Samaria,  with  the  preaching  of  Phibp,  we  read  that  "  there  wai 
great  joy  in  that  city,"  Acts  viii.  8.  And  the  time  of  thai 
wonderful  eJTusion  of  the  Spirit  at  Jerusalem,  begun  at  the 
feast  of  Pentecost,  was  a  lime  of  holy  feasting  and  rejoicing,  and 
a  kind  of  wedding-day  to  the  church  of  Christ ;  wherein  "  they 
continuing  daily,  with  one  accord,  in  the  temple,  and  breaking 
bread  from  house  to  house,  did  eat  their  meat  with  gladness, 
and  singleness  of  heart,"  Acts  ii.  46. 

But  more  especially  is  the  time  of  that  great  out-pouring 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  latter  days,  so  ollen  foretold  in  the 
scriptures,  represented  as  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  and  the 
rejoicing  of  Christ  and  his  church  in  each  other,  as  the  bride* 
groom  and  the  bride.  This  is  the  time  prophesied  of  in  our 
text  and  context;  and  foretold  in  Isa.  Ixv.  19.  "I  will  rejoice 
in  Jerusalem,  and  joy  in  my  people;  and  the  voice  of  weep- 
ing shall  no  more  be  heard  in  her,  nor  the  voice  of  cryine." 
This  is  the  time  spoken  of  Rev.  xix.  6,  7,  8,  9  ;  where  au 
apostle  John  tells  us,  he  "  heard  as  it  were  the  voice  of  a  great 
multitude,  and  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice 
of  mighty  thunderings,  saying,  Alleluia  :  for  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent  reigneth.  Let  us  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and  gjn 
honour  to  htm  :  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamo  is  come,  and 
Ilia  wife  hath  made  herself  ri;ady."  And  adds,  "  To  her  wm 
granted,  that  she  should  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean  aad 
white  ;  for  the  fine  linen  is  the  ngbteousness  of  saints.  And 
he  saith  unto  me.  Write,  Blessed  are  they  which  are  called 
unto  the  marnnge-supper  of  (he  Lamb." 

But  above  all,  the  lime  of  Christ's  lust  coming  is  that  of  the 
consummation  of  the  church's  marriage  with  the  Lamb,  aod  of 
the  complete  and  most  perfect  joy  of  the  wedding,     hi  that 
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resurrection-morning,  when  the  Sun  of  righteousness  shall  ap- 
pear in  our  heavens,  shining  in  all  his  brightness  and  glory,  he 
will  come  forth  as  a  bridegroom  ;  he  shall  come  in  the  glory  of 
bis  Father,  with  all  his  holy  angels.  And  at  that  elorious  ap- 
pearing of  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  shall 
the  whole  elect  church,  complete  as  to  every  individual  mem- 
ber, and  each  member  with  the  whole  man,  both  body  and  soul, 
and  both  in  perfect  glory,  ascend  up  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the 
air,  to  be  thenceforth  for  ever  with  the  Lord.  That  will  be  in- 
deed a  joyful  meeting  of  this  glorious  bridegroom  and  bride. 
Then  the  bridegroom  will  appear  in  all  his  glory  without  any 
veil :  and  then  the  saints  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  king- 
dom of  their  Father,  and  at  the  right  hand  of  their  Redeemer ; 
and  then  the  church  will  appear  as  the  bride,  the  Lamb^s  wife. 
It  is  the  state  of  the  church  after  the  resurrection,  that  is  spoken 
of  Rev.  xxi.  2.  ^'  And  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new  Jerusa- 
lem, coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride 
adorned  for  her  husband.^'  And  verse  9.  ^*  Come  hither,  I 
will  show  thee  the  bride,  the  Lamb^s  wife.^'  Then  will  come 
the  time,  when  Christ  will  sweetly  invite  his  spouse  to  enter  in 
with  him  into  the  palace  of  his  glory,  which  he  had  been  pre- 
paring for  her  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  and  shall,  as  it 
were,  take  her  by  the  hand,  and  lead  her  in  with  him  :  and  this 
glorious  bridesroom  and  bride  shall,  with  all  their  shining  orna- 
ments, ascend  up  together  into  the  heaven  of  heavens ;  the 
whole  multitude  of  glorious  angels  waiting  upon  them :  and  this 
son  and  daughter  of  God  shall,  in  their  united  glory  and  joy, 
present  themselves  together  before  the  Father ;  when  Christ 
shall  say,  ^^  Here  am  I,  and  the  children  which  thou  hast  given 
me ;''  And  they  both  shall  in  that  relation  and  union,  together 
receive  the  Father's  blessing ;  and  shall  thenceforward  rejoice 
together,  in  consummate,  uninterrupted,  immutable,  and  ever- 
lasting glory,  in  the  love  and  embraces  of  each  other,  and  joint 
enjoyment  of  the  love  of  the  Father. 

2.  That  forementioned  union  of  faithful  ministers  with  the 
people  of  Christ,  is  in  order  to  this  blessedness. 

(1.)  It  is  only  with  reference  to  Christ  as  the  true  bridegroom 
of  his  church,  that  there  is  any  union  between  a  faithful  minis- 
ter and  a  Christian  people,  that  is  like  that  of  a  bridegroom  and 
bride. 

As  I  observed  before,  a  faithful  minister  espouses  a  Christian 
people,  not  in  his  own  name,  but  as  Christ's  ambassador  ;  he 
espouses  them,  that  therein  they  may  be  espoused  to  Christ. 
He  loves  her  with  a  tender  conjugal  afiection.  as  she  is  the 
spouse  of  Christ,  and  as  he,  as  the  minister  of  Christ,  has  his 
heart  under  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of  Christ ;  as  Abraham's 
faithful  servant,  that  was  sent  to  fetch  a  wife  for  his  master^s 
son,  was  captivated  with  Rebekah's  beauty  and  virtue  ;  but  not 
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b  reference  to  an  union  with  himself,  but  with  his 
ic.     It  was  for  his  sake  he  loved  her,  and  it  was  for  him  that 
desired  her.     He  set  his  heart  upon  her,  that  she  might  be 
ic's  wife  ;  and  it  -was  for  this  that  he  greatly  rejoiced  over 
ber,  for  this  he  wooed  her,  and  for  this  he  obtained  her,  and  she 
was  for  3  seaaoQ,  in  a  Beiiae  uniled  to  him ;  but  it  was  as  a  fel- 
low-traveller, Ihal  by  him  she  might  be  brought  to  Isaac  in  the 
land  of  Cnnaan.      For  this  he  adorned   her  with  ornaments   of 
gold  ;  it  was  to  prepare  her  for  Isaac's  embraces.     All  that  ten- 
der care  which  a  faithful  minister  t^kes  of  his  people  as  a  kind 
of  spiritual  husband — to  provide  for  Ihem,  to  lead,  and  feed,  and 
comforl  them — is  not  as  to  his  own  bride,  but  his  master's. 

And  on  the  oilier  hand,  the  people  receive  him,  unile  ihem- 
aelves  to  him  in  covenant,  honour  him,  subject  themselves  to 
him,  and  obey  him,  only  for  Christ's  sake,  and  as  one  that  re- 
presents him,  and  acts  in  his  name  towards  Ihcm.  All  this  love, 
and  honour,  and  submission,  is  ultimately  referred  (o  Christ. 
Thus  the  apostle  says.  Gal.  iv.  14,  "  Ye  received  me  as  an  an- 
gel, or  messenger  of  God,  even  as  Christ  Jesns."  And  the 
children  that  are  brought  forth  in  consequence  of  the  union  of 
the  pastor  and  people,  are  not  properly  the  minister's  children, 
but  the  children  of  Christ ;  they  are  not  born  of  man,  but  of  God. 
(2.)  The  things  that  appertain  to  thai  fore'mentioned  union  of 
a  faithful  minister  and  Christian  people,  are  the  principal  np. 

Eointed  m^ans  of  bringing  the  church  to  that  bteesedneea  Ihat 
as  been  spoken  of.     Abraham's  servant,  and  the  part  he  acted 
IsaacV  agent  toward-  Rehekah,  were  the  principal  means  of 
Ja  being  brought  (o  enjoy  the  benefits  of  her  conjugal  relation 
Isaac.     Ministers  are  sent  to  woo  the  souls  of  men  for  Christ, 
2  Cor.  V.  20.     "  We  are  then  ambassadors  forChrisI,  as  though 
God  did  beseech  you  by  us  :  we  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead,  be 
ye  reconciled  to  God."     We  read  in  Mall.  xsii.  of  a  eertaiit 
king,  that  made  a  marriage  for  his  son,  and  sent  forth  his  ser- 
vants to  invite  and  bring  in  the  guests  :  ihese  servants  are  mi- 
nisters.     The  labours  of  faithful   ministers  are  the  principal 
means  God  is  wont  to  make  nse  of  for  the  conversion  of  the 
children  of  the  church,  and  so  of  their  espousals  unto  Christ. 
1  have  espoused  you  to  one  husband,  says  the  apostle,  2   Cor. 
xi.  3.     The  preaching  of  the  gospel  by  faithful  ministers,  is  the 
principal  mean"  thai  God  uses  for  exhibiting  Christ,  his  love  and 
benefils.   to  his  elect  people,  and  the  chief  means  of  their  being 
SBitciified.  and  so  fitted  to   enjoy  their  spiritual   bridegroom. 
Christ  loved  [he  church,  and  gave  himiclf  for  it,  thai  he  might 
inctify  and  clcaniie  it,  as  by  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word, 
.  e.  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,)  and  so  might  present  it  to 
linn<rlf,  a  glorious  church.     The  labours   of  faithful  miniaten 
1  ordinarily  the  principal  means  of  the  joy  of  the  saints  in 
irist  Jesus,  in  their  fellowship  with  their  spiritual  bridegroom 
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in  this  world  ;  2  Cor-  i.  24.  "  We  are  helpers  of  your  joy/' 
They  are  God's  instruments  for  bringing  up  the  church,  as  it 
were,  from  her  childhood,  till  she  is  fit  for  her  marriage  with 
the  Lord  of  glory  ;  as  Mordecai  brought  up  Hadassah,  or  Esther, 
whereby  she  was  fitted  to  be  queen  in  Ahasuerus's  court.  God 
purifies  the  church  under  their  hand,  as  Esther  (to  fit  her  for 
her  marriage  with  the  king)  was  committed  to  the  custody  of 
Hegai,  the  keeper  of  the  women,  to  be  purified  six  months  with 
oil  of  myrrh,  and  six  months  with  sweet  odours.  They  are 
made  the  instruments  of  clothing  the  church  in  her  wedding- 
garments,  that  fine  linen,  clean  and  white,  and  adorning  her  for 
her  husband:  as  Abraham^s  servant  adorned  Rebekah  with 
golden  ear-rings  and  bracelets.  Faithful  ministers  are  made 
the  instruments  of  leading  the  people  of  God  in  the  way  to 
heaven,  conducting  them  to  the  glorious  presence  of  the  bride- 
groom, to  the  consummate  joys  of  her  marriage  with  the  Lamb  ; 
as  Abraham ^8  servant  conducted  Rebekah  from  Padan-aram  to 
Canaan,  and  presented  her  to  Isaac,  and  delivered  her  into  his 
embraces.  For  it  is  the  office  of.  ministers,  not  only  to  espouse 
the  church  to  her  husband,  but  to  present  her  a  chaste  viiigin  to 
Christ. 

I  would  now  conclude  this  discourse  with  some  exhorta- 
tion, agreeable  to  what  has  been  said.     And, 

1  •  The  exhortation  may  be  to  all  that  are  called  to  the 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry — Let  us  who  are  honoured  by  the 
glorious  bridegroom  of  the  church,  to  be  employed  as  his  mi^ 
nisters,  to  so  high  a  purpose  as  has  been  represented,  be  en- 
gaged and  induced  by  what  has  been  observed,  to  faithfulness 
in  our  great  work ;  that  we  may  be,  and  act  towards  Christ's 
people  that  are  committed  to  our  care,  as  those  that  are  united 
to  them  in  holy  espousals,  for  Christ's  sake,  and  in  order  to.  their 
being  brought  to  the  unspeakable  blessedness  of  that  more  glori- 
ous union  with  the  Lamb  of  God,  in  which  he  shall  rejoice  over 
them,  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride.  Let  us  see 
to  it  that  our  hearts  are  united  to  them,  as  a  young  man  to  a 
virgin  that  he  marries,  in  the  most  ardent  and  tender  affection ; 
and  that  our  regard  to  them  be  pure  and  uncorrupt,  that  it  may 
be  a  regard  to  them,  and  not  to  what  they  have,  or  any  worldly 
advantages  we  hope  to  gain  of  them.  And  let  us  behave  our- 
selves as  those  that  are  devoted  to  their  good  :  being  willing  to 
spend  and  be  spent  for  them ;  joyfully  undertaking  and  enduring 
the  labour  and  self-denial  that  is  requisite  in  order  to  a  thoroudi 
fulfilling  the  ministry  that  we  have  received.  Let  us  continually 
and  earnestly  endeavour  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  salva- 
tion of  the  souls  committed  to  our  care,  looking  on  their  cala- 
mities and  their  prosperity  as  our  own ;  feeling  their  spiritual 
wounds  and  griefs,  and  refreshed  with  their  consolations ;  and 
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spending  our  whole  lives  in  diligent  care  and  endeavour  lo  pro*  ' 
Tide  for,  nonrish,  and  instruct  our  people,  as  the  intended  spouM 
of  Christ,  yet  in  her  minority,  that  we  may  form  her  mind  and 
behaviour,  and  bring  her  up  for  him,  and  that  we  may  cleanse 
her,  as  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word,  and  purify  her 
as  with  sweet  odours,  and  clothed  in  such  raiment  as  may  be- 
come Christ's  bride.  Let  us  airo  that  when  the  appointed  wed- 
ding-day comes,  we  may  have  done  our  work  as  Christ's  mes- 
sengers; and  may  then  be  ready  to  present  Christ's  spouse  to 
him,  a  chasle  virgin,  properly  educated  and  formed,  and  suita- 
bly adorned  for  her  marriage  with  the  Lamb  ;  that  he  may  then 
present  her  to  himself,  a  glorious  church;  not  having  spot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  and  may  receive  her  into  his  eternal 
embraces,  in  perfect  purity,  beauty,  and  glory. 

Here  1  would  mention  three  or  four  things  tending  to  ex- 
cite us  to  this  fidelity. 

I,  We  ought  to  consider  how  much  Christ  has  done  to  ob- 
tain that  joy,  wherein  he  rejoices  over  his  church,  as  the  bride- 
groom rejoiceth  over  the  bride. 

The  creation  of  the  world  seems  to  have  been  especially 
for  this  end,  that  the  eternal  Son  of  God  might  obtain  a  spouse 
towards  whom  he  might  fully  esercise  the  infinite  benevolence 
of  hie  nature,  and  to  whom  he  might,  as  it  were,  open  and  pour 
forth  all  that  immense  fountain  of  condescension,  love,  and 
grace,  that  was  in  hi^  heart,  and  that  in  this  way  God  might  be 
glorihed.  Doubtless  Ihe  work  of  creation  is  subordinate  to  the 
work  of  redemption  :  the  crealion  of  the  new  heaven's  and  new 
earth,  is  represented  as  so  much  more  excellent  than  the  old, 
that,  in  comparison,  it  is  not  worthy  to  be  mentioned,  or  come 
into  mind. 

Christ  has  done  greater  things  than  to  create  ihe  world,  in 
order  to  obtain  his  bride  and  and  the  joi  or  his  espousals  with  her. 
For  he  became  man  for  this  end  ;  which  was  a  greater  thing 
than  his  creating  the  world.  For  the  creator  to  make  the  crea- 
ture was  a  great  thing  ;  but  for  him  to  hecomr  a  creature  was 
a  greater  thing.  And  he  did  a  much  greater  thing  still  to  obtain 
this  joy  ;  in  that  for  thin  he  laid  down  his  life,  end  sutfered  even 
the  death  of  the  cross;  for  this  he  poured  out  his  soul  unto 
death  ;  and  he  that  is  the  Lord  of  the  universe,  God  over  all, 
blessed  for  evermore,  oflered  up  himself  a  sacrifice,  tn  both 
body  and  soul,  in  the  dames  of  divine  wrath.  Christ  obtains 
his  elect  spouse  by  conquest ;  for  she  was  a  captive  in  the  banda 
of  dreadful  enemies  ;  and  her  Redeemer  rnmc  into  the  world 
to  conquer  these  enemies,  and  rescue  her  out  of  iheir  hands, 
Uiat  she  might  be  his  bride-  And  he  came  and  encountered 
these  enemies  in  the  greatest  battle  that  ever  was  beheld  by  men 
or  angels  :  He  fought  with  principalities  and  powers;  he  fondit 
alone  with  the  powcn  of  darkness,  and  all  the  armies  o{'    * 
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yea,  he  conflicted  with  the  infinitely  more  dreadful  wrath  of 
God,  and  overcame  in  this  great  hattle ;  and  thus  he  obtained 
bis  spouse*  Let  us  consider  at  how  great  a  price  Christ  pur- 
chased this  spouse.  He  did  not  redeem  her^  with  corruptible 
things,  as  silver  and  gold,  but  with  his  own  precious  blood  ;  yea, 
he  gave  himself  for  her.  When  he  offered  up  himself  to  God 
in  those  extreme  labours  and  suflTerings,  this  was  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  him,  that  made  him  cheerfully  to  endure  the 
cross,  and  despise  the  pain  and  shame  in  comparison  of  this  joy  ^ 
even  that  rejoicing  over  his  church,  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth 
over  the  bride  that  the  Father  had  promised  him,  and  that  he 
expected  when  he  should  present  her  to  himself  in  perfect 
beauty  and  blessedness. 

The  prospect  of  this  was  what  supported  him  in  the  midst 
of  the  dismal  prospect  of  his  suflTerings,  at  which  his  soul  was 
troubled  ;  John  xii.  27.  ^'  Now  is  my  soul  troubled :  and  what 
shall  I  say  ?  Father,  save  me  from  this  hour :  But  for  this  cause 
come  I  unto  this  hour/'  These  words  show  the  conflict  and 
distress  of  Christ's  holy  soul  in  the  view  of  his  approaching  suf- 
ferings. But  in  the  midst  of  his  trouble,  he  was  refreshed  with 
the  joyful  prospect  of  the  success  of  those  suflTerings  in  bring- 
ing home  his  elect  church  to  himself,  signified  by  a  voice  from 
heaven,  and  promised  by  the  Father :  on  which  he  says,  in  the 
language  of  triumph,  ver.  31,  32,  ''Now  is  the  judgment  of 
this  world :  now  shall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  cast  out. 
And  1,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me/' 

And  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  appointed  to  be  the  in- 
struments of  bringing  this  to  pass ;  the  instruments  of  bringing 
home  his  elect  spouse  to  him,  and  her  becoming  his  bride ;  and 
the  instruments  of  her  sanctifying  and  cleansing  by  the  word, 
that  she  might  be  meet  to  be  presented  to  him  on  the  future 
glorious  wedding-day.  How  great  a  motive  then  is  here  to  in- 
duce us  who  are  called  to  be  these  instruments,  to  be  faithful  in 
our  work,  and  most  willingly  labour  and  suffer,  that  Christ  may 
see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied  ?  Shall  Christ  do 
such  great  things,  and  go  through  such  great  labours  and  suf- 
ferings to  obtain  this  joy,  and  then  honour  us  sinful  worms,  so 
as  to  employ  us  as  lus  ministers  and  instruments  to  bring  this 
joy  to  pass ;  and  shall  we  be  loth  to  labour,  and'  backward  to 
deny  ourselves  for  this  end  ? 

2.  Let  us  consider  how  much  the  manner  in  which  Christ 
employs  us  in  this  great  business  has  to  encage  us  to  a  feithfiil 
penormance  of  it.  We  are  sent  forth  as  his  servants  \  but  it 
is  as  highly  dignified  servants,  as  stewards  of  his  household,  as 
Abraham's  servant ;  and  as  his  ambassadors,  to  stand  in  his  stead, 
and  in  bis  name,  and  represent  his  person  in  so  great  an  affair 
as  that  of  his  espousals  with  the  eternally  belov^  of  his  soul. 
Christ  employs  as  not  as  mere  servants,  but  as  friends  of  the 
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iridegrooin ;  agreeable  to  the  style  in  which  Joho  the  Bapl 

speaks  of  himself,  John  iii.  39;  in  which  he  probably  allude* 
to  an  ancient  custom  among  the  Jews  at  their  nuptial  solemni- 
lies,  »t  which  one  of  the  guests  that  was  most  honoured  and 
next  in  dignity  to  (he  bridegroom,  was  styled  tke  frjtnd  of  tht 
liridegroom. 

There  is  not  an  angel  in  heaven,  of  how  high  :in  order 
soever,  but  what  looks  on  himself  as  honoured  by  the  son  of 
God  and  Lord  of  glory,  in  being  employed  by  him  as  his  minis- 
ter in  the  high  affair  of  bis  espousals  with  his  blessed  bride. 
But  such  honour  baa  Christ  put  upon  us,  that  his  spouse  should 
in  some  sort  be  ours  ;  that  we  should  marry,  as  a  young  man 
marries  a  virgin,  Ihc  same  mystical  person  that  he  himself  will 
rejoice  over  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride  :  that 
we  should  be  his  ministers  to  treat  and  transact  for  him  with 
bis  dear  spouse,  thai  he  might  obtain  this  joy  :  and  in  our  treaty 
with  her,  to  be  inarried  to  her  in  his  name,  and  sustain  an 
image  of  his  own  endearing  relation  to  her ;  and  that  she  should 
receive  us,  in  some  sort,  as  himself,  and  her  heart  be  united  to 
us  in  esteem,  honour,  and  affection,  as  those  that  represent  him ; 
and  that  Christ's  and  the  churches  children  should  be  ours,  and 
that  the  fruit  of  the  travail  of  Christ's  soul  should  be  also  the 
fruit  of  the  travail  of  our  souls ;  as  the  apostle  speaks  of  him- 
self as  travailing  in  birth  with  his  hearers,  Gal.  iv.  19.  The 
reason  why  Christ  puts  such  honour  on  faithful  ministers,  even 
above  the  angels  themselves,  is  because  they  are  of  his  beloved 
church,  they  arc  select  members  of  his  dear  spouse,  and 
Christ  esteems  nothing  too  much,  no  honour  too  great  for  her. 
Therefore  Jesus  Christ,  the  King  of  angels  and  men,  does  as  it 
were  cause  it  to  be  proclaimed  concerning  faithful  ministers,  na 
Ahaauerus  did  concerning  him  that  brought  up  Esther,  his  be- 
loved queen  ;  "  Thus  shall  it  be  done  to  the  man  that  the  king 
delights  to  honour." 

And  seeing  Christ  hath  so  honoured  us,  that  our  relation  to 
his  people  resembles  his,  surely  our  alTection  to  them  should 
imitate  his,  in  seeking  their  salvation,  spiritual  peace,  and  hap> 
pinesa.  Our  lender  care,  labours,  self-denial,  and  readinei  ''~~ 
sulTer  for  their  happiness,  should  imitate  what  hath  appeari 
him,  who  hath  purchased  them  with  his  own  blosd. 

3.  Let  it  be  considered,  that  if  we  faithfully  acquit 
selves  in  our  office,  in  the  manner  that  hath  been  represcnl 
we  shall  surely  hereafter  be  partakers  of  the  joy,   when  the 
bridegroom  and  bride  shall  rejoice  in  each  other  in  perfect  and 
eternal  glory. 

God  once  gave  forth  a  particuUr  command,  with  special 
solemnity,  that  it  should  be  written  for  Ihc  notice  of  all  pro* 
fessiog  Christians,  through  nit  ages,  that  they  are  happy  and 
blessed  indeed,   who  arc  called  (o  the  marriage-supper  of  the 
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Lamb;  Rev.  xix.  9,  "And  he  saith  unto  me,  Write,  Blessed 
are  they  which  are  called  unto  the  marriage  supper  of  the 
Lamb.  And  he  saith  unto  me,  These  are  the  true  sayings  of 
God/^  But  if  we  are  faithful  in  our  work,  we  shall  surely  be 
the  subjects  of  that  blessedness  ;  we  shall  be  partakers  of  the 
joy  of  the  bridegroom  and  bride,  not  merely  as  friends  and 
neighbours,  that  are  invited  to  be  occasional  guests,  but  as  mem- 
bers of  the  one  and  the  other.  We  shall  be  partakers  with  the 
church,  the  blessed  bride,  in  her  joy  in  the  bridegroom,  not 
only  as  friends  and  ministers  to  the  church,  but  as  members  of 
principal  dignity ;  as  the  eye,  the  ear,  the  hand,  are  principal 
members  of  the  body.  Faithful  ministers  in  the  church  will 
hereafter  be  a  part  of  the  church  that  shall  receive  distinguish* 
ed  glory  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  which,  above  all  other 
times,  may  be  looked  on  as  the  churches  wedding-day ;  Dan. 
xii.  2,  3.  ^^  Many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth, 
shall  awake,  some  to  everlasting  life.  And  they  that  be  wise, 
shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that 
turn  many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever.'' — 
They  are  elders  who  are  represented  as  that  part  of  the  church 
triumphant  that  sit  next  to  the  throne  of  God,  Rev.  iv.  4. 
"  And  round  about  the  throne  were  four-and-twenty  seats  :  and 
upon  the  seats  I  saw  four-and-twenty  elders  sitting,  clothed  in 
white  raiment;  and  they  had  on  their  heads  crowns  of  gold.'^ 

And  we  shall  also  be  partakers  of  the  joy  of  the  bride- 
groom in  his  rejoicing  over  his  bride.  We,  as  the  special 
friends  of  the  bridegroom,  shall  stand  by  and  hear  him  express 
his  joy  on  tiiat  day,  and  rejoice  greatly  because  of  the  bride- 
groom's voice ;  as  John  the  Baptist  said  of  himself,  John  iii.  39. 
'^  He  that  hath  the  bride,  is  the  bridegroom ;  but  the  friend  of 
the  bridegroom,  which  standeth  and  heareth  him,  rejoiceth 
greatly,  because  of  the  bridegroom^s  voice. ^'  Christ,  in  reward 
for  our  faithful  service,  in  winning  and  espousing  his  bride  to 
him,  and  bringing  her  up  from  her  minority,  and  adorning  her 
for  him,  will  then  call  us  to  partake  with  him  in  the  joy  of  bis 
marriage.  And  she  that  will  then  be  his  joy,  shall  also  be  our 
crown  of  rejoicing;  1  Tbess.  ii.  19.  *'What  is  our  hope,  or 
joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing?  Are  not  ye  in  the  presence  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  his  coming  ?"  What  a  joyful  meeting 
had  Christ  and  his  disciples  together,  when  the  disciples  re- 
turned to  their  Master,  after  the  faithful  and  successful  perform- 
ance of  their  appointed  service,  when  Christ  sent  them  forth  to 
prm:b  the  gospel ;  Luke  x«  17.  **  And  the  seventy  returned 
with  joy,  saying,  Lord,  even  the  devils  are  subject  unto  us 
through  thy  name.^^  Here  we  see  how  they  rejoice ;  the  next 
words  show,  bow  Christ  also  rejoiced  on  that  occasion  :  ^  And 
he  said  onto  them,  I  beheld  Satan,  as  lightning,  fall  from  hea- 
ven/^    And,  in  the  next  verse  but  two,  we  are  told,  that  ^^in 
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that  haur  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  and  said,  "I  (hank  thee. 
Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  hast  hid  these 
things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  thctn  unto 
babes.*'  So,  if  we  faithfully  acquit  ourselves,  we  shall  another 
day  return  to  him  with  joy  ;  and  we  shall  rejoice  with  him,  and 
he  with  us.  Then  will  be  the  day  when  Christ,  who  hath  sowa 
ID  tears  and  in  blood,  and  ne  who  have  reaped  the  fruits  of  hu 
labours  and  sufTeringB,  shall  rejoice  together,  agreeable  to  Jobo 
iv.  35,  37.  And  that  will  be  a  happy  meeting,  indeed,  wheo 
Christ  and  his  lovely  and  blessed  bride,  and  faithful  ministers, 
who  have  been  the  instruments  of  wooing  and  winning  her  heart 
to  him,  and  adorning  her  for  him,  and  presenting  her  to  him, 
shall  all  rejoice  together. 

4.  Further,  to  stir  us  up  to  faithfulness  in  the  great  busi- 
ness that  is  appointed  us,  in  order  to  the  mutual  joy  of  this 
bridegroom  and  bride,  let  us  consider  what  reason  we  have  to 
hope  that  the  time  is  approaching,  when  this  Joy  shall  be  to  a 
glorious  degree  fulfilled  on  earth,  far  beyond  whatever  yet  has 
been  ;  I  mean  the  time  of  the  church's  latter-day  glory.  Thia 
is  what  the  words  of  our  text  have  a  more  direct  respect  to  j 
and  thia  is  what  is  prophesied  of  in  Hos.  ii.  19,  30.  "  And  1 
will  betroth  thee  unto  me  for  ever;  yea,  I  will  betroth  thee 
unto  me  in  righteousness,  and  in  Judgment,  and  in  loving-kind- 
ness, and  in  mercies.  1  will  even  betroth  thee  unio  me  in 
faithfulness,  and  thou  shatt  know  the  Lord."  And  this  is  what 
is  especially  intended  by  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  in  Rev.  xix. 

We  are  Bure  this  day  will  come;  and  we  have  many  rea- 
sons to  think,  that  it  is  approaching;  from  the  fulfilment  of  al- 
most every  thing  that  the  projihecies  speak  of  as  preredinR  it, 
and  their  having  been  fulfilled  now  a  long  lime;  and  from  the 
general  earnest  expectations  of  the  church  of  God,  and  the 
best  of  her  ministers  and  members,  and  the  late  extraordinaiy 
things  that  have  appeared  in  the  church  of  God,  and  apu 
taining  to  the  state  of  religion,  and  the  present  aspects  ojJ| 
vine  Providence,  which  the  time  will  not  allow  me  lar^ 
insist  upon. 

As  the  happiness  of  that  day  will  have  a  great  resemhlu 
of  the  glory  and  joy  of  the  eternal  wedding-day  of  the  church, 
after  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  so  will  the  privileges  of  faith- 
ful  ministers  at  that  time  much  resemble  those  they  shall  enjoy 
with  the  bridegroom  and  bride,  as  to  honour  and  happiness,  in 
eternal  glory.  This  is  the  time  especially  intended  in  the  text, 
wherein  it  is  said,  "  as  a  young  man  marricth  a  virgin,  so  shall 
(hy  sons  marry  thee."  And  it  is  after  in  the  prophecies  spoken 
of  as  a  great  part  of  Ihc  glory  of  that  time,  thai  then  the  church 
should  be  so  well  supplied  with  faithful  ministers.  So  in  the 
next  verse  to  the  text.  "  I  have  set  watchmen  on  thy  walli^ 
Jerusalem,  thnt  shall  never  hold  their  pence,  day  nor  n%r 
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So  Isaiah  XXX.  20,  21.  ^' Thy  teachers  shall  not  be  removed 
into  a  comer  any  more,  but  thine  eyes  shall  see  thy  teachers  ; 
and  thine  ears  shall  hear  a  word  behind  thee,  saying,  ^'  This  it 
the  way,  walk  ye  in  it,  when  ye  turn  to  the  right  hand,  and 
when  ye  turn  to  the  left.*^  Jer.  iii.  15.  '^  And  1  will  give  you 
pastors  according  to  mine  heart,  which  shall  feed  you  with 
knowledge  and  understanding.^^  And  chapter  xxiii.  4.  ^^And 
I  will  set  up  shepherds  over  them,  which  shall  feed  them.^^ 
And  the  great  privilege  and  joy  of  faithful  ministers  at  that  day 
is  foretold  in  Isaiah  Iii.  8.  '^  Thy  watchmen  shall  lift  up  tho 
voice,  with  the  voice  together  shall  they  sing ;  for  they  shall  aeo 
eye  to  eye,  when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again  Zion.^* 

And  as  that  day  must  needs  be  approaching,  and  we  our- 
selves have  lately  seen  some  things  which  we  have  reason  to 
hope  are  forerunners  of  it ;  certainly,  it  should  strongly  excito 
us  to  endeavour  to  be  such  pastors  as  God  has  promised  to 
bless  his  church  with  at  that  time ;  that  if  any  of  us  should 
live  to  see  the  dawning  of  that  elorious  day,  we  might  share  in 
the  blessedness  of  it,  and  then  oe  called,  at  tho  friends  of  the 
bridegroom,  to  the  marriage-supper  of  the  Lamb,  and  partake 
of  that  joy  in  which  heaven  ana  earth,  angels  and  saints,  and 
Christ  and  his  church,  shall  be  united  at  that  time. 

But  here  I  would  apply  the  exhortation,  in  a  few  words,  to 
that  minister  of  Christ,  who,  above  all  others,  is  concerned  in 
the  solemnity  of  this  day,  who  it  now  to  be  united  to,  and  set 
over  this  people  as  their  pastor. 

You  have  now  heard,  reverend  sir,  the  great  importance 
and  high  ends  of  the  office  of  an  evangelical  pastor,  and  the 
glorious  privileges  of  such  as  are  faithful  in  this  office,  imper- 
fectly represented.  May  God  grant  that  your  union  with  this 
people  this  day,  as  their  pastor,  may  be  tuch,  that  God^t  people 
here  may  have  the  ereat  promise  God  maket  to  hit  church  in 
the  text,  now  fulfilled  unto  them.  May  you  now,  as  one  of  the 
precioat  tont  of  Zioo,  take  thit  part  of  Chritt't  church  by  the 
hand,  io  the  name  of  your  great  Matter,  the  gloriout  bride- 
groom, with  a  heart  devoted  unto  him  with  true  adoration  and 
supreme  aJfection,  and  for  hit  take  knit  to  thit  people,  in  a  tpi- 
ritual  and  pare  love,  and,  as  it  were,  a  conjugal  tendemett ; 
ardently  detirii^  that  great  happinett  for  them,  which  you  have 
DOW  hiaird  Chritt  hat  choten  bit  chorch  unto,  «nd  hat  thed  bit 
blood  to  obtain  for  her ;  being  voanelf  ready  to  tpend  and  be 
tpest  Am*  (hem ;  remembering  the  great  errand  on  which  C^^britt 
teaadf  jroa  to  ibem^  viz.  to  woo  and  win  their  faeartt,  and  «•« 
powe  Iheir  toak  to  him,  and  to  bring  up  hit  elect  tpoute*  arid 
to  fit  aa4  afiorn  her  for  hit  embracet ;  that  you  ma^  in  dne  time 
ppetent  her  a  dbaate  intpn  to  him,  for  him  to  re^iice  over^  at 
llie  bridegroom  wtfoioetk  over  the  bride*  How  bof^ourabie  it 
flut  fatniorett  that  Chtirt  employt  you  in !   and  bow  joyfully 
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»liould  yen  perform  it!  When  Abraham^s  faithful  servanfej 
scot  lo  take  a  wife  for  his  master's  son,  how  cogaged  wag  he  i^ 
the  business ;  and  how  joyful  was  he  when  he  succeeded  !  With 
what  Joy  did  he  bow  his  head  and  worship,  and  bless  the  Lord 
God  of  his  master,  for  his  mcrey  and  his  truth  in  making  bts 
way  prosperous !  And  what  a  joyful  meeting  may  we  conclude 
he  had  with  Isaac,  when  he  met  bim  in  the  field,  by  the  well  of 
Laha-roi,  and  there  presented  his  beauteous  Rebekah  to  him, 
and  lold  him  all  things  that  he  had  done  !  But  thia  was  but  a 
shadow  of  that  Joy  that  you  shall  have,  if  you  imitate  his  fide- 
lity, in  the  day  when  you  shall  meet  your  glorious  master,  and 
present  Christ's  church  in  this  place,  as  a  chaste  and  beautiful 
virgin  unto  him. 

We  trust,  dear  sir,  that  you  will  esteem  it  a  most  blessed 
employment,  to  spend  your  time  and  skill  in  adorning  Christ's 
bride  for  her  marriage  with  the  Lamb,  and  that  it  is  work 
which  you  will  do  with  delight;  and  that  you  will  lake  beed 
that  the  ornamerjts  you  put  upon  her,  are  of  the  right  sort, 
what  shall  be  indeed  beautiful  and  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
bridegroom,  that  she  may  be  all-glorious  within,  and  her  clothing 
of  wrought  gold;  that  on  the  wedding-day,  she  may  stand  ou 
the  king's  right  hand  in  gold  of  Ophir. 

The  Joyful  day  is  coming,  when  the  spouse  of  Christ  shall 
be  led  lo  the  king  in  raiinettt  of  needle-work;  and  angels  and 
faithfiil  ministers  will  be  the  servants  that  fiball  lead  her  id. 
And  you,  sir,  if  you  are  faithful  in  the  charge  now  to  be  com- 
mitted to  you,  shall  be  joined  <vith  glorious  angels  in  that  honour- 
able and  joyful  service ;  but  with  this  difference,  that  you  shaU 
have  the  higher  privilege.  Angels  and  faithful  ministers  shall 
be  together  in  bringing  in  Christ's  bride  into  his  palace,  and  pre- 
senting her  to  him.  But  faithful  ministers  shall  have  a  much 
hi^er  participation  of  the  joy  of  that  occasion.  They  shall 
have  a  greater  and  more  immediate  participation  with  the 
bride  in  her  joy;  for  they  shall  not  only  be  minidtera  to  tbo 
church  as  the  angels  are,  but  parts  of  the  church,  principal 
members  of  the  bndc.  And  as  euch.  at  the  same  time  that  angeb 
do  the  part  of  ministering  spirits  to  the  bride,  when  they  conduct 
her  to  the  bridegroom,  they  shall  also  do  the  part  of  ministering 
spirits  to  faithful  ministers.  And  (hey  shall  also  have  a  higher 
participation  with  the  bridegroom  than  (he  angels,  in  his  rejoi- 
cing at  that  time ;  for  they  shall  be  nearer  to  him  than  Ibef. 
They  are  also  his  members,  and  are  honoured  ns  the  principal 
instruments  of  espousing  the  saints  to  him,  and  tilting  them  for 
bin  enjoyment ;  and  therofure  Ihey  will  be  more  the  crown  of 
rejoicing  to  faithful  ministers,  than  of  the  angels  of  heaven. 

So  great,  dear  sir,  is  the  honour  and  joy  that  is  set  befora 
you,  to  engage  you  to  fnithfulnesg  in  your  pastoral  care  of  tMi_ 
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people;  so  glorious  the  prize  that  Christ  has  set  up  to  engage  you 
to  run  the  race  that  is  set  before  you. 

I  would  now  conclude  with  a  few  words  to  the  people  of  this 
congregation,  whose  souls  are  now  to  be  committed  to  the  care  of 
that  minister  of  Christ  whom  they  have  chosen  as  their  pastor* 
Let  me  take  occasion,  dear  brethren,  from  what  has  been 
said  to  exhort  you— 4iot  forgetting  the  respect,  honour,  and  re- 
verence, that  will  ever  be  due  from  you  to  your  former  pastor, 
who  has  served  you  so  long  in  that  work,  but  by  reason  of  a  ge 
aad  growing  infirmities,  and  the  prospect  of  his  place  being  so 
happily  supplied  hy  a  successor,  has  seen  meet  to  relinquish  the 
burden  of  the  pastoral  charge  over  you — to  perform  the  duties 
that  belong  to  you,  in  your  part  of  that  relation  and  union  now 
to  be  established  between  you  and  your  elect  pastor.  Receive 
bim  as  the  messenger  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  one  that  in  his  office 
represents  the  glorious  bridegroom  of  the  church  ;  love  and 
honour  him,  and  willingly  submit  yourselves  to  him,  as  a  vii^gin 
when  married  to  a  husband.  Surely  the  feet  of  that  messenger 
should  be  beautiful,  that  comes  to  you  on  such  a  blessed  errand 
as  that  which  you  have  heardf  to  espouse  you  to  the  eternal  Son 
of  God,  and  to  fit  you  for,  and  lead  you  to  him  as  your  bride- 
groom. Your  chosen  pastor  comes  to  you  on  this  errand,  and 
becomes  in  the  name  or  the  bridegroom,  so  empowered  by  him, 
and  representing  him,  that  in  receiving  him,  you  will  receive 
Christ,  and  in  rejecting  him,  you  will  reject  Christ. 

Be  exhorted  to  treat  your  pastor  as  the  beautiful  and  vir- 
tuous Rebekah  treated  Abraham's  servant.  She  most  charita- 
bly and  hospitably  entertained  him,  provided  lodging  and  food 
for  him  and  his  company,  and  took  care  that  he  should  be  com^ 
fortably  entertained  and  supplied  in  all  respects,  while  he  con- 
tinued in  his  embassy ;  and  that  was  the  note  or  mark  of  distinc- 
tion which  God  himself  gave  him,  by  which  he  should  know  the 
true  spouse  of  Isaac  from  all  others  of  the  daughters  of  the  city. 
Therefore  in  this  respect  approve  yourselves  as  the  true  spouse 
of  Christ,  by  giving  kind  entertainment  to  your  minister  that 
comes  to  espouse  you  to  the  antetype  of  Isaac.  Provide  for 
his  outward  subsistence  and  comfort,  with  the  like  cheerfulness 
that  Rebekah  did  for  Abraham's  servant.  You  have  an  account 
of  her  alacrity  and  liberality  in  suppljring  him,  in  Gen.  xxiv.  18, 
&c.  Say  as  her  brother  did,  ver.  31,  ''  Come  in  thou. blessed 
of  the  Lord." 

Thus  you  should  entertain  your  pastor.  But  this  is  not 
that  wherein  your  duty  towards  him  chiefly  lies :  the  main  thing 
is  to  comply  with  him  in  his  great  errand,  and  to  yield  to  the 
suit  that  he  makes  to  you  in  the  name  of  Christf  to  be  his  bride. 
In  this  you  should  be  like  Rebekah ;  she  was,  from  what  she 
heard  of  Isaac,  andGod^s  covenant  with  him,  and  blessing  upon 
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him,  from  the  mouth  of  Abraham's  servant,  willing  for  ever  to 
forsake  her  own  country,  and  her  father^s  house,  to  go  into  a 
country  she  had  never  seen,  to  be  Isaac's  wife,  whom  also  she 
never  saw.  After  she  had  heard  what  the  servant  had  to  say, 
and  her  old  friends  had  a  mind  she  should  put  otT  the  afiair  for 
the  present — but  it  was  insisted  on  that  she  should  go  immedi- 
ately— ^and  she  was  asked,  ^^  whether  she  would  go  with  this 
man,^^  she  said,  '^  I  will  go  :^'  and  she  left  her  kindred,  and  fol- 
lowed the  man  through  all  that  long  journey,  till  he  had  brought 
her  unto  Isaac,  and  they  three  had  that  joyful  meeting  in  Canaan. 
If  you  will  this  day  receive  your  pastor  in  that  union  that  is  now 
to  be  established  between  him  and  you,  it  will  be  a  joyful  day  in 
this  place,  and  the  joy  will  be  like  the  joy  of  espousals,  as  when 
a  young  man  marries  a  vii^n  ;  and  it  will  not  only  be  a  joyful 
day  in  East  Hampton,  but  it  will  doubtless  be  a  joyful  day  in 
heaven  on  your  own  account.  And  your  joy  will  be  a  faint  re- 
semblance, and  a  forerunner  of  that  future  joy,  when  Christ 
shall  rejoice  over  you  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the 
bride,  in  heavenly  glory. 

And  if  your  pastor  be  faithful  in  his  office,  and  you  hearken 
and  yield  to  him  in  that  great  errand,  on  which  Christ  sends  him 
to  you,  the  time  will  come,  wherein  you  and  your  pastor  will 
be  each  others^  crown  of  rejoicing,  and  wherein  Christ  and  he 
and  you  shall  all  meet  together  at  the  glorious  marriage  of  the 
Lamb,  and  shall  rejoice  in  and  over  one  another  with  perfect,* 
uninterrupted,  never  ending,  and  never  fading  joy. 


Ab/e.  Sbrmoit  xvin.  ftt  the  fiineral  of  David  Brainerd,  iaaiuMJced  tohii' 
life. 


SERMON  XIX. 


GOD^S  AWFUL   JUDGMENT  IN  THE  BREAKING  AND  WITH- 
ERING OF  THE  STRONG  RODS  OF  A  COMMUNITY. 


EZEK.    XIX.    12. 

tier  strong  Rods  were  broken  and  withered. 

In  order  to  a  ri^ht  anderstanding  and  improvement  of  these 
words,  these  four  things  must  be  observed  concerning  them. 

1.  Who  she  is  mat  is  here  represented  as  having  had 
strong  rods,  viz.  the  Jewish  commanity,  who  here,  as  often 
elsewhere,  is  called  the  people^s  mother.  She  is  here  com- 
pared to  a  vine  planted  in  a  very  fniitful  soil,  verse  10.  The 
Jewish  church  and  state  is  often  elsewhere  compared  to  a  vine ; 
as  Psalm  Ixxx.  6,  &c.  Isa.  v.  2.  Jer.  ii.  21.  Ezek.  xv.  and 
chap.  xvii.  6. 

2.  What  is  meant  by  her  strong  rods,  viz.  her  wise,  able, 
and  well  qualified  magistrates  or  rulers.  That  the  rulers  or 
magistrates  are  intended  is  manifest  by  verse  11.  ^^And  she 
had  strong  rods  for  the  sceptres  of  them  that  bare  rule.^'  And 
by  rods  that  were  strong,  must  be  meant  such  rulers  as  were 
well  qualified  for  magistracy,  such  as  had  great  abilities  and 
other  qualifications  fitting  them  for  the  business  of  rule.  They 
were  wont  to  choose  a  rod  or  staff  of  the  strongest  and  hardest 
sort  of  wood  that  could  be  found,  for  the  mace  or  sceptre  of  a 
prince ;  such  an  one  only  being  counted  fit  for  that  use ;  and 
this  generally  was  overlaid  with  gold. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  such  a  strong  rod  should  grow 
out  of  a  weak  vine :  but  so  it  had  been  in  Israel,  through  God^s 
extraordinary  blessing,  in  times  past.     Thou^  the  nation  is 

*  Prciicbad  at  Nortbamptoa  oo  tbe  Lord's  lUj,  JoM  38«  1748,  on  the 
deatii  of  the  HooonrabU  John  Stoddard^  Esq.  ofUo  a  menber  of  his  Mafcttj^t 
eotincil,  for  many  yean  ehief  juftiee  of  Uio  ooart  of  CoouDOO  Pleat  w  UM 
coooty  of  Hampshire,  Jiidg;e  of  the  probate  of  wills,  aad  dUef  eolonel  of  the 
repment,  kc  who  died  at  Boston,  Jane  19, 1748,  in  the  67th  year  n(  his  age. 
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spoken  of  here,  and  frequentlj  elsewhere,  as  weak  i 
less  in  itself,  and  entirely  dependent  as  a  vine,  the  weakest  of 
all  trees,  that  cannot  support  itself  by  its  own  strength,  and 
never  stands  but  as  it  leans  on  or  hangs  by  something  else  that 
ia  stronger  than  itself;  yet  God  had  caused  many  of  her  sons  to 
be  strong  rods  fit  for  sceptres ;  he  bad  raised  up  in  Israel  many 
able  and  excellent  princes  and  magistrates,  who  had  done  worth- 
ily in  their  day. 

S.  It  should  be  understood  and  observed  what  ia  meant  b^ 
these  strong  rods  being  broken  and  withered,  viz,  these  able  ami 
excellent  nilera  being  removed  by  death :  men's  dying  is  often 
compared  in  Scripture  to  the  withering  of  the  growth  of  the 
earth. 

4.  It  should  be  observed  after  what  manner  the  breaking 
and  withering  of  these  strong  rods  is  here  spoken  of,  viz.  as 
a  great  and  awful  calamity,  that  God  had  brought  upoo  that 
people;  it  ia  spoken  of  aa  one  of  the  chief  eflecta  of  God's 
dreadful  displeasure  against  them  ;  "  But  she  was  plucked  up  in 
fury,  she  was  cast  down  to  the  ground,  and  the  east  wind  dried  . 
up  her  fruit :  her  strong  rods  were  broken  and  withered,  the  fire 
hath  consumed  them."  The  great  benefits  she  enjoyed  while 
her  strong  rods  remained,  are  represented  in  tbc  preceding 
verse :  "  And  she  had  strong  rods  for  the  sceptres  of  them  that 
bare  rule,  and  her  stature  waa  exalted  among  the  thick  branches; 
and  she  appeared  in  ber  height  with  the  multitude  of  her 
branches/'  And  the  terrible  calamities  (hat  attended  the  break- 
ing and  withering  of  her  strong  rods,  are  represented  in  the  two 
verses  nest  following  ihe  text :  "  And  now  she  is  planted  in  the 
wilderness,  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  ground.  And  fire  is  gone  out 
of  a  rod  of  her  branches,  which  hath  devoured  her  fruit."  And 
in  the  conclusion  in  the  next  words,  is  very  emphatically  de- 
clared the  worthiness  of  such  a  dispensation  to  be  greatly  la- 
mented :  "  So  that  she  hath  no  strong  rod  to  be  a  sceptre  tt* 
rule:  this  ia  a  lamentation,  and  shall  be  for  a  lamentation." 

That  which  I  therefore  observe  from  the  words  of  the  text, 
lobe  the  subiect  of  discourse  at  this  time,  is  this,  vh.  Wheo 
God  by  death  removes  from  a  people  those  in  a  place  of  public 
authority  and  rule  that  have  been  aa  strong  rods,  it  ia  an  awful 
judgment  of  God  on  that  people,  and  worthy  of  great  lamea- 
tation. 

In  discoursing  on  this  proposition,  I  would, 

1.  Show  what  kind  of  rulers  may  fitly  be  called  st^ 
rods. 

2.  Show  wily  (be  removal  of  such  rulers  from  a  peopta 
death  is  to  be  looked  upon  aa  an  awful  judgment  of  Gor 
Ihiit  people,  and  is  greatly  to  be  Inmented. 
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I.  I  would  observe  what  qualifications  of  those  who  are  in 
public  authority  and  rule  may  properly  give  them  the  denomi- 
nation of  strong  rods. 

1.  One  qualification  of  rulers,  whence  they  may  properly 
be  denominated  strong  rods,  is  great  ability  for  the  management 
of  public  afiairs.  This  is  the  case  when  they  who  stand  in  a 
place  of  public  authority,  are  men  of  great  natural  abilities, 
men  of  uncommon  strength  of  reason,  and  Fargeness  of  under- 
standing ;  especially  when  they  have  a  remarkable  genius  for 
government,  a  peculiar  turn  of  mind  fitting  them  to  gain  an 
extraordinary  understanding  in  things  of  that  nature.  They 
have  ability,  in  an  especial  manner,  for  insight  into  the  myste- 
ries of  government,  and  for  discerning  those  things  wherein  the 
public  welfare  or  calamity  consists,  and  the  proper  means  to 
avoid  the  one,  and  promote  the  other ;  an  extraordinary  talent 
at  distinguishing  what  is  right  and  just,  from  that  which  is 
wrong  and  unequal,  and  to  see  through  the  false  colours  with 
which  injustice  is  often  disguised,  and  unravel  the  false  and 
subtle  arguments,  and  cunning  sophistry  that  is  often  made  use 
of  to  defend  iniquity.  They  have  not  only  great  natural  abili- 
ties in  these  respects,  but  their  abilities  and  talents  have  been 
improved  by  study,  learning,  observation,  and  experience ;  and 
by  these  means  they  have  obtained  great  actual  knowledge. 
1  hey  have  acquired  great  skill  in  public  afiairs,  and  things  re- 
quisite to  be  known,  in  order  to  their  wise,  prudent,  and  efiec- 
tual  management ;  they  have  obtained  a  great  understanding  of 
men  and  things,  a  great  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  of  the 
way  of  accommodating  themselves  to  it,  so  as  most  efiectually 
to  influence  it  to  wise  purposes.  They  have  obtained  a  very 
extensive  knowledge  of  men  with  whom  thev  are  concerned 
in  the  management  of  public  afiairs,  either  those  who  have  a 
joint  concern  in  government,  or  those  who  are  to  be  governed  ; 
and  they  have  also  obtained  a  very  full  and  particular  under- 
standing of  the  state  and  circumstances  of  the  country  or  peo- 
ple, of  whom  they  have  the  care,  and  know  well  their  laws  and 
constitution,  and  what  their  circumstances  require ;  and  like- 
wise have  a  great  knowledge  of  the  people  of  neighbouring  na- 
tions, states,  or  provinces,  with  whom  they  have  occasion  to  be 
concerned  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  committed  to 
them.  These  things  all  contribute  to  render  those  who  are  in 
authority  fit  to  be  denominated  strong  rods. 

2.  When  they  have  not  only  ereat  understanding,  but 
largeness  of  heart,  and  a  greatness  and  nobleness  of  disposition, 
this  is  another  qualification  that  belongs  to  the  character  of  a 
"  strong  rod." 

Those  that  are  by  divine  Providence  set  in  a  place  of 
public  aatborihr  and  rule,  are  called  ^*  gods,  and  sons  of  the 
Most  High,"  rsalm  Ixxxii.  6 ;   and  therefore  it  is   peculiarly 
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unbecoming  them  to  be  of  a  mean  spirit,  a  disposition  that  will 
admit  of  their  doing  those  things  that  are  sordid  and  vile  ;  as 
when  liiey  arc  persons  of  a  narrow,  private  spirit,  that  may  be 
found  ill  little  tricks  and  inlrigueh  to  promote  their  private  in- 
terest. Such  will  shamefully  defilu  their  hands  to  gain  a  few 
pounds,  are  not  ashamed  to  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor,  and 
screw  their  neighbours;  aud  will  take  advantage  of  their  au- 
thority or  commission  to  line  their  own  pockets  with  what  is 
fraudulently  taken  or  withheld  from  others.  When  a  man  in 
authority  is  of  such  a  mean  spirit,  it  weakens  his  authority,  and 
makes  him  justly  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  is  ut- 
terly inconsistent  with  his  being  a  strong  rod. 

But  on  the  contrary,  it  greatly  establishes  his  authority, 
and  causes  others  to  stand  in  awe  of  him,  when  they  see  him 
to  be  a  man  of  greatness  of  mind,  one  that  abhors  those  things 
that  are  mean  and  sordid ;  and  not  capable  of  a  compliance 
with  them  ;  one  that  is  of  a  public  spirit,  and  not  of  a  private, 
narrow  disposition ;  a  man  of  honour,  and  not  of  mean  artifice, 
aud  clandestine  management,  for  filthy  lucre;  one  that  abhors 
trifling  and  impertinence,  or  lo  waste  away  his  time,  that  should 
be  spent  in  the  service  of  God,  his  king,  and  his  country,  in 
vain  amusements  and  diversions,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  the  gra- 
lifications  of  sensual  appetites.  God  charges  the  rulers  iu 
Israel,  that  pretended  to  be  their  great  and  mighty  men,  with 
being  mighty  to  drink  wine,  and  men  of  strength  to  mingle 
strong  drink.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  reference  to 
their  being  men  of  strong  heads,  and  able  to  hear  a  great  deal 
of  strong  drink,  as  some  have  supposed  :  there  is  a  ^c^ere  sar- 
casm in  the  words;  for  the  prophet  is  speaking  of  the  great 
men,  princea,  and  judges,  in  Israel,  (as  appears  by  ihe  verse 
next  following,)  which  should  be  mighty  men,  strong  rods,  men 
of  eminent  qualificaliona,  excelling  in  nobleness  of  spirit,  of 
glorious  strength,  and  fortitude  of  mind  ;  but,  instead  of  that, 
Ihej  were  mighty  or  eminent  for  nothing  but  gluttony  and 
drunkenness. 

3.  When  those  that  are  in  authority  are  endowed  with 
much  of  a  spirit  of  government,  this  is  anolhcr  iliing  thai 
entitles  them  to  the  denomination  of  "  strong  rods."  They 
not  only  are  men  of  great  understanding,  and  wisdom,  in  aflaira 
that  appertain  to  government,  but  have  also  a  peculiar  taleot 
at  using  their  knowledge,  and  exerting  Ihcmtelvps  in  lhi« 
great  and  important  business,  according  lo  their  gicat  under- 
standing in  it.  They  are  men  of  eminent  fortitude,  and  arc 
not  afraid  of  the  faces  of  men,  are  not  afraid  lo  do  the  part 
that  properly  belongs  lo  them  as  rulers,  though  they  meet  wild 
great  opposition,  and  Ihe  spirits  of  men  are  greatly  irritated 
by  it.  They  have  a  spirit  of  resolution  and  activity,  so  as  lo 
keep  the  wheels  of  eovcrnment  in  proper  motion,  and  to  cauie 
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judgment  and  justice  to  run  down  as  a  mighty  stream*  They 
have  not  only  a  great  knowledge  of  government,  and  the  things 
that  belong  to  it  in  theory,  but  it  is,  as  it  were,  natural  to  them 
to  apply  the  various  powers  and  faculties  with  which  God  has 
endowed  them,  and  the  knowledge  they  have  obtained  by  study 
and  observation,  to  that  business,  so  as  to  perform  it  most  ad- 
vantageously and  effectually* 

4.  Stability  and  firmness  of  integrity,  fidelity,  and  piety, 
in  the  exercise  of  authority,  is  another  thing  that  greatly  con- 
tributes to,  and  is  very  essential  in  the  character  of  a  strong 
rod. 

He  is  not  only  a  man  of  strong  reason  and  great  discerning 
to  know  what  is  just,  but  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  right- 
eousness, firm  and  immoveable  ifi  the  execution  of  justice  and 
judgment.  He  is  not  only  a  man  of  great  ability  to  bear  down 
vice  and  immorality,  but  has  a  disposition  aigreeable  to  such 
ability  ;  is  one  that  has  a  strong  aversion  to  wickedness,  and  is 
disposed  to  use  the  power  God  has  put  into  bis  hands  to  sup- 
press it ;  and  is  one  that  not  only  opposes  vice  by  his  authority, 
but  by  his  example.  He  is  one  of  inflexible  fidelity,  who  will 
be  faithful  to  God,  whose  minister  he  is,  to  bis  people  for  good, 
and  who  is  immoveable  in  his  regard  to  his  supreme  authority, 
bis  commands,  and  his  glory ;  and  will  be  faithful  to  his  king  and 
country*  He  will  not  be  induced  by  the  many  temptations  that 
attend  the  business  of  men  in  public  authority,  basely  to  betray 
his  trust ;  will  not  consent  to  do  what  he  thinks  not  to  be  for 
the  public  good,  for  his  own  gain  or  advancement,  or  any  pri- 
vate interest*  He  is  well  principled,  and  firm  in  acting  agreea- 
bly to  bis  principles,  and  will  not  be  prevailed  with  to  do  other- 
wise through  fear  or  favour,  to  follow  a  multitude,  or  to  main- 
tain his  interest  in  any  on  whom  he  depends  for  the  honour  or 
profit  of  his  place,  whether  it  be  prince  or  people;  and  is  also 
one  of  that  strength  of  mind,  whereby  he  rules  his  own  spirit. 
These  things  very  eminently  contribute  to  a  ruler^s  title  to  the 
denomination  of  a  ^*  strong  rod.^' 

5.  And  lastly*  It  also  contributes  to  that  strength  of  a  man 
in  authority  by  which  he  may  be  denominated  a  ^'  strong  rod,^^ 
when  he  is  in  such  circumstances  as  give  him  advantage  for  the 
exercise  of  his  strength  for  the  public  good ;  as  his  being  a  per- 
son of  honourable  descent,  of  a  distinguished  education,  a  man 
of  estate,  one  advanced  in  years,  one  that  has  long  been  in  au- 
thority, so  that  it  is  become  as  it  were  natural  for  the  people 
to  pay  him  deference,  to  reverence  him,  to  be  influenced  and 
governed  by  him,  and  to  submit  to  his  authority;  and  add  to 
this,  his  being  extensively  known,  and  much  honoured  and  re- 
garded abroad  ;  his  being  one  of  a  good  presence,  majesty  of 
countenance,  decency  of  behaviour,  becoming  one  in  authority; 
of  forcible  speech,  &c.     These  things  add  to  his  strength,  and 
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increase  bis  MUty  and  advantage  to  serve  his  generation  iB^ 
place  of  a  ruler,  and  therefore  serve  to  render  him  one  tMt 
the  Bi'^e  fitly  and  eminently   called  a  "strong  rod," — I  now 
proceed, 

li.  To  show  that  when  such  strong  rods  are  broken  and 
withti-ed  by  death,  it  is  an  awful  judgment  of  God  on  the  peo- 
ple who  are  deprived  of  thuok,  and  worthy  of  great  lamen.ation. 
— And  that  on  two  accounts. 

I.  By  reason  of  ihe  many  positive  benefits  and  blessings 
to  a  people  thai  such  rulers  are  the  instruments  of. 

Almost  all  the  prosperity  of  a  public  society  and  civil  com- 
munity does,  under  God.  depend  on  their  rulers-  They  are 
like  the  main  springs  or  wheels  in  a  machine,  that  keep  every 
part  in  its  due  motion,  and  arc  in  the  body  polilic,  as  the  vitals  in 
Ihe  body  natural,  and  as  Ihe  pillars  and  foundation  in  a  building. 
Civil  rulers  are  called  "  the  foundations  of  the  earth."  Psalm 
lixxit.  a.  and  xi.  3. 

The  prosperity  of  a  people  depends  more  on  their  rulers 
than  is  commonly  imagined.  As  they  have  the  public  eocietjf 
under  their  care  and  power,  so  they  have  advantage  to  pro- 
mote the  public  interest  every  way  ;  and  if  they  are  such  rulers 
as  have  been  described,  they  are  some  of  the  greatest  blessings 
to  the  public.  Their  influence  has  a  tendency  to  promote 
wealth,  and  cause  temporal  possessions  and  blessings  to  abound  ; 
and  to  promote  virtue  amongst  them,  and  so  to  unite  them  one 
to  another  in  peace  and  mutual  benevolence,  and  make  them 
happy  in  society,  each  one  the  instrument  of  his  neighbour's 
quietneis,  comfort,  and  prosperity  ;  and  by  these  means  to  ad- 
vance their  reputation  and  honour  in  the  world  ;  and  which  is 
much  more,  to  promote  their  spiritual  and  eternal  happinecE. 
Therefore,  the  wise  man  says,  Eccies.  x.  17,  "  Blessed  art  tbow, 

0  land,  when  thy  king  is  the  son  of  nobles." 

We  have  a  remarkable  instance  and  evidence  of  the  bap- 
py  and  great  influence  of  such  a  strong  rod  as  has  been  de- 
scribed, to  promote  the  universal  prosperity  of  a  people,  in 
the  history  of  the  reign  of  Solomon,  though  many  of  the  peo- 
ple were  uneasy  under  his  goverment,  and  (bought  him  loo 
rigorous  in  his administralions :  see  1  Kmgs  xii.  4.  '^.ludah  and 
Israel  dwelt  safely,  every  man  under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig- 
iree,  from  Dan  even  to  Beersheba,  all  the  days  of  Solomon," 

1  Kings  iv.  25.  "And  he  made  silver  to  be  among  'hem  «» 
stones  for  abundance,''  chap.  x.  37.  "And  Judah  and  Israel 
were  many,  eating  and  drinking  and  making  merry."  The 
<[ueen  of  Sheba  admired,  and  was  greatly  alfccled  with  the 
happiness  of  the  people,  under  the  government  of  such  a 
strong  rod.  J  Kings  s.  8,  9.  "Happy  are  thj  men,  (soys  sbc^ 
happy  are  these  ihy  servants  which  stand  continually  before  I 
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and  that  hear  thy  wisdom.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God, 
which  delighteth  in  thee,  to  set  thee  on  the  throne  of  Israel ; 
because  the  Lord  loved  Israel  for  ever,  therefore  made  he  Ihee 
king,  to  do  judgment  and  justice.'^ 

The  flourishing  state  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  while  they 
had  strong  rods  for  the  sceptres  of  them  that  bare  rule,  is  taken 
notice  of  m  our  context ;  ''  her  stature  was  exalted  among  the 
thick  branches,  and  she  appeared  in  her  height  with  the  multi- 
tude of  her  branches/' 

Such  rulers  are  eminently  the  ministers  of  God  to  his  peo- 
ple for  good  ;  they  are  great  gifts  of  the  Most  High  to  a  people, 
blessed  tokens  of  his  favour,  and  vehicles  of  his  goodness  to 
thi&m ;  and  therein  are  images  of  bis  own  Son,  the  grand  me- 
dium of  all  God^s  goodness  to  fallen  mankind ;  and,  therefore, 
all  of  them  are  called*  sons  of  the  Most  High.  All  civil  rulers, 
if  they  are  as  they  ought  to  be,  such  strong  rods  as  have  been 
described,  will  be  Jike  the  Son  of  the  Most  High,  vehicles  of 
good  to  mankind,  and,  like  him,  will  be  as  the  light  of  the 
morning,  when  the  sun  riseth,  even  a  morning  without  clouds, 
as  the  tender  grass  springing  out  of  the  earth,  by  clear  shining 
after  rain.  And,  therefore)  when  a  people  are  bereaved  of 
them,  they  sustain  an  unspeakable  loss,  and  are  the  subjects  of 
a  judgment  of  God,  that  is  greatly  to  be  lamented. 

2.  On  account  of  the  great  calamities  such  rulers  are  a 
defence  from.  Innumerable  are  the  grievous  and  fatal  calami- 
tics  which  public  societies  are  exposed  to  in  this  evil  world, 
from  which  they  can  have  no  defence  without  order  and  autho- 
rity. If  a  people  are  without  government,  they  are  like  a  city 
broken  down,  and  without  walls,  encompassed  on  every  side  by 
enemies^  and  become  unavoidably  subject  to  all  manner  of  con- 
fusion and  misery. 

Govefnment  is  necessary  to  defend  communities  from  mi- 
series from  within  themselves  ;  from  the  prevalence  of  intestine 
discord,  mutual  injustice,  and  violence ;  the  members  of  the 
society  continually  making  a  prey  one  of  another,  without  any 
defence  from  each  other.  Rulers  are  the  heads  of  union  in 
public  societies,  that  hold  the  parts  together ;  without  which, 
nothing  else  is  to  be  expected  than  that  the  members  of  the 
society  will  be  continually  divided  against  themselves,  every 
one  acting  the  part  of  an  enemy  to  his  neighbour,  every  one^s 
hand  against  every  man,  and  every  man^s  hand  against  him ; 
going  on  in  remediless  and  endless  broils  and  jarring,  until  the 
socidtj  be  otlerly  dissolved  and  broken  in  piece*,  and  life  itself, 
in  the  neig^iboarbood  of  our  fellow-creatures,  becomes  misera- 
ble and  intolenble. 

^  We  may  see  the  need  of  government  in  societies  by  what 
is  raMe  in  (amiliea,  those  lesser  societies,  of  which  all  public 
societies  ate  constitnted.      How  miserable  would  these  little 
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societies  be,  if  alt  were  left  lo  themselvcB,  without  any  autho- 
rity or  superiority  in  one  above  another,  or  any  head  of  UDim 
and  influence  among  them  ?  We  may  be  convinced  by  what 
we  see  of  the  lamentable  consequences  of  the  want  of  a  proper 
exercise  of  authoritj  and  maintenance  of  government  in  fami- 
lies, which  yet  are  not  absolutely  without  all  authority.  No  less 
need  is  there  of  government  in  public  societies,  but  much  more 
as  they  are  larger;  a  very  few  may  possibly,  without  any  go- 
vernment, act  by  concert,  ao  as  to  concur  in  what  shall  be  for 
Ihe  welfare  of  the  whole;  but  this  is  not  to  be  expected  among 
a  multitud.-,  constituted  of  many  thousands,  of  a  great  variety 
of  tempers,  and  different  interests. 

As  government  i»  absolutely  necessary,  so  there  is  a  ne- 
cessity of  strong  rods  Jn  order  to  it :  the  business  being  snch  B8 
requires  persons  so  qualified:  no  other  being  sufficient  for,  or 
well  capable  of  the  government  of  public  societies :  and,  there- 
fore, those  public  societies  are  miserable  that  have  not  such 
strong  rods  for  sceptres  to  rule,  Eccles.  %.  16.  "  Wo  to  thee, 
O  land,  when  thy  king  is  a  child." 

As  government,  and  strong  rods  for  the  exercise  of  it,  are 
necessarji  to  preserve  public  societies  from  dreadful  and  fiatal 
calamities  arising  from  among  themselves,  so  no  less  requisite 
are  they  to  defend  Ihe  community  from  foreign  enemies.  Aa 
they  are  like  the  pillars  of  a  building,  so  they  are  also  like  the 
walla  and  bulwarks  of  a  city  :  they  are,  under  God,  the  main 
strength  of  a  people  in  the  time  of  war,  and  the  chief  instru- 
ments of  their  preservation,  safely,  and  rest.  This  is  signified 
in  a  very  lively  manner  in  the  words  that  are  used  by  the  Jewish 
community  in  her  lamentuiions,  lo  express  (he  expectations 
she  had  from  her  princes,  Lam.  iv.  20.  "  The  breath  of  our 
nostrils,  Ihe  anointed  of  Ibc  Lord,  was  taken  m  their  pita,  of 
whom  we  said,  under  his  shadow  we  shall  live  among  the  hea- 
then.'' hi  tills  respect,  also,  such  strong  rods  are  sons  of  the 
Most  High,  and  images,  or  resemblances  of  Ihe  Son  of  God, 
Di>.  as  they  are  their  satiours  from  their  enemies;  as  th< 
judges  that  God  raised  up  of  old  in  Israel  are  called.  Neh.  ix.  37. 
"Therefore  ihou  deliveredst  them  into  the  hand  of  their  ene- 
mies, who  vexed  ihem ;  and  in  Ihe  time  of  their  trouble,  when 
they  cried  unto  thee,  thou  heardest  them  from  heaven ;  and, 
acconling  to  thy  manifold  mercies,  thou  gavest  them  saviottn, 
who  saved  ihem  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies." 

Thus  both  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  a  people  under  God, 
depend  on  such  rulers  as  are  strong  rods.  While  they  enjoy 
such  blessings,  they  arc  wont  to  be  like  a  vine  nlnnled  in  a  frait* 
fill  soil,  with  her  stature  exalted  among  llic  thick  branchen,  ap- 
pearing  in  her  height  with  the  mtillilude  of  her  branches ;  but 
when  they  h»vc  no  strong  rod  to  be  a  sceptre  to  rule,  ihcy  »n 
like  a  vine  planted  in  a  wilderness  that  is  exposed  to  be  placked 
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up,  and  cast  down  to  the  ground,  to  have  her  fruit  dried  up 
with  the  east  wind,  and  to  have  fire  coming  out  of  her  own 
branches  to  devour  her  fruit. 

On  these  accounts,  when  a  peopIe^s  strong  rods  are  broken 
and  withered,  it  is  an  awful  judgment  of  God  on  that  people, 
and  worthy  of  great  lamentation :  as  when  King  Josiah  (who 
was  doubtless  one  of  the  great  rods  referred  to  in  the  text)  was 
dead,  the  people  made  great  lamentation  for  him,  2  Chron. 
XXXV.  34,  35.  *^  And  they  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  ho 
died,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the  sepulchres  of  his  fathers  : 
and  all  Judah  and  Jerusalem  mourned  for  Josiah.  And  Jere- 
miah lamented  for  Josiah,  and  all  the  singing-men  and  the  sing- 
ing-women spake  of  Josiah  in  their  lamentations  to  this  day, 
and  made  them  an  ordinance  in  Israel,  and  behold,  they  arc  writ- 
ten in  the  Lamentations.'^ 


APPLICATION. 

I  come  now  to  apply  these  things  to  our  own  case,  under 
(he  late  awful  frown  of  divine  Provicknce  upon  us,  in  removing 
by  death  that  honourable  person  in  public  rule  and  authority, 
an  inhabitant  of  this  town,  and  belonging  to  this  congregation 
and  church,  who  died  at  Boston  the  last  Lord's  day. 

He  was  eminently  a  strong  rod  in  the  fore-mentioned  rc^ 
spects.  As  to  his  natural  abilities,  strength  of  reason,  great- 
ness and  clearness  of  discerning,  and  depth  of  penetration,  he 
was  one  of  the  first  rank.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  he  has 
left  his  superior  in  these  respects  in  these  parts  of  the  world. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  truly  great  genius,  and  his  genius  was  pecu- 
liarly fitted  for  the  understanding  and  managing  of  public 
aflairs. 

And  as  his  natural  capacity  was  great,  so  was  the  know- 
ledge that  he  had  accoutred  ;  his  understending  being  greatly  im- 
proved by  close  application  of  mind  to  those  things  he  was  call- 
ed to  be  concerned  in,  and  by  a  very  exact  observation  of  them, 
and  long  experience  in  them.  He  had  indeed  a  great  insight 
into  the  nature  of  public  societies,  the  mysteries  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  affairs  of  peace  and  war.  He  had  a  discernment 
that  very  few  have  of  those  things  wherein  the  public  weal  con- 
sists, and  what  those  things  are,  that  expose  public  societies ; 
and  of  the  proper  means  to  avoid  the  latter,  and  promote  the 
former.  He  was  quick  in  his  discerning,  in  that  in  most  cases, 
eipecially  such  as  belonged  to  his  proper  business,  he  at  first 
sight  would  see  farther  than  most  men  when  they  had  done  their 
best ;  but  yet  he  had  a  wonderful  faculty  of  improving  his  own 
thoughts  by  meditation,  and  carrying  his  views  a  greater  and 
greater  length  by  long  and  close  application  of  mind.    He  had 
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an  extraordinary  ability  to  disttnguiah  right  and  wrong,  in  I 
midst  of  intricacies  and  circumstaDces  that  tended  to  perplex 
and  darken  the  cage.  He  was  able  to  weigh  things  as  it  were 
in  a  balance,  and  to  distinguish  those  things  that  were  solid  and 
weighty  from  those  that  had  only  a  fair  show  without  substance ; 
which  he  evidently  discovered  in  his  accurate,  clear,  and  plain 
way  of  stating  and  committing  causes  to  a  jury,  from  the  bench, 
as  by  others  have  been  observed.  He  wonderfully  distinguished 
truth  from  falsehood,  and  the  most  laboured  cases  seemed  al- 
ways lo  lie  clear  in  his  mind,  his  ideas  being  properly  ranged  ; 
and  he  had  a  talent  of  communicating  them  to  every  one's 
understanding,  beyond  almost  any  one  ;  and  if  any  were  otis- 
guided,  it  was  not  because  truth  and  falsehood,  right  and  wrong, 
were  not  well  distinguished- 
He  was  probably  one  of  the  ablest  politicians  that  ever 
New  England  bred.  He  Lad  a  very  uncommon  insight  into  hu- 
man nature,  and  a  marvellous  abihty  to  penetrate  into  the  par- 
ticular tempers  and  dispositions  of  such  as  he  had  to  deal  with, 
and  to  discern  the  (iltest  way  of  treating  them,  so  as  most  ef- 
fectually to  influence  them  to  any  good  and  wise  purpose. 

And  never  perhaps  was  there  a  person  that  had  a  more 
extensive  and  thorough  knowledge  of  ihe  state  of  this  land,  and 
its  public  affairs,  and  of  persons  that  were  jointly  concerned 
with  him  in  them.  He  knew  this  people,  and  their  circuni' 
stances,  and  what  their  circumstances  required.  He  discerned 
the  diseases  of  this  body,  and  what  were  the  proper  remedies, 
as  an  able  and  masterly  physician.  He  had  a  great  acquain- 
tance with  the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  also  the  nations  on 
this  continent,  with  whom  we  are  concerned  in  our  public 
affairs.  He  had  a  far  greater  knowledge  than  any  other  person 
in  the  land,  of  the  several  nations  of  Indians  in  these  nortbem 
parts  of  America,  their  tempers,  manners,  and  the  proper  way 
of  treating  them;  and  was  more  extensively  knows  by  Ibem 
than  any  other  person  in  the  country.  And  no  other  person  in 
authority  in  this  province  had  such  an  acquaintance  with  (hv 
people  and  country  ot  C'anada,  the  land  of  our  enemies,  as  be 
had. 

He  was  exceeding  fur  from  a  disposition  to  forwardnets 
to  intermeddle  with  other  people's  business  ;  but  as  to  what  be- 
longed to  his  proper  business,  in  the  offices  he  sustained,  and 
ihe  important  affairs  of  which  he  had  the  care,  he  had  a  great 
understanding  of  what  belonged  to  them.  I  have  often  been 
surprised  at  the  length  of  his  reach,  and  what  I  have  seen  of  his 
ability  to  foresee  and  determine  the  consequences  of  things, 
even  at  a  great  distance,  and  auite  beyond  the  sight  of  other 
men.  He  was  not  wavering  ana  unsteady  In  his  opinion.  Ht( 
manner  wauiever  to  pass  a  judgment  rashly,  but  was  wont  first 
ihoroughly  to  deliberate  and  weigh  an  affair ;  and  in  this,  not- 
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withstanding  his  great  abilities,  he  was  glad  to  improve  by  the 
help  of  conversation  and  discourse  with  others,  (and  often  spake 
of  the  great  advantage  he  found  by  it ;)  but  when,  on  mature 
consideration,  he  had  settled  his  judgment,  he  was  not  easily 
turned  from  it  by  false  colours,  and  plausible  pretences  and  ap- 
pearances. 

And  besides  his  knowledge  of  things  belonging  to  his  par- 
ticular calling  as  a  ruler,  he  had  also  a  great  degree  of  under- 
standing in  things  belonging  to  his  general  calling  as  a  Christian. 
He  was  no  inconsiderable  divine.  He  was  a  wise  casuist,  as  I 
know  by  the  great  help  1  have  found  from  time  to  time  by  his 
judgment  and  advice  in  cases  of  conscienee,  wherein  I  have 
consulted  him*  And  indeed  I  scarce  knew  the  divine  that  I 
ever  found  more  able  to  help  and  enlighten  the  mind  in  such 
cases  than  he.  And  he  had  no  small  degree  of  knowledge  in 
things  pertaining  to  experimental  religion ;  but  was  wont  to  dis- 
course on  such  subjects,  not  only  with  accurate  doctrinal  distinc- 
tions, but  as  one  intimately  and  feelingly  acquainted  witti  these 
things. 

He  was  not  only  great  in  speculative  knowledge,  but  his 
knowledge  was  practical ;  such  as  tended  to  a  wise  conduct  in 
the  afiairs,  business,  and  duties  of  life ;  so  as  properly  to  have 
the  denomination  of  wisdom,  and  so  as  properly  and  eminently 
to  invest  him  with  the  character  of  a  wise  man.  And  he  was 
not  only  eminently  wise  and  prudent  in  his  own  conduct,  but 
was  one  of  the  ablest  and  wisest  counsellors  of  others  in  any 
difficult  afiair. 

The  greatness  and  honourableness  of  his  disposition  was 
answerable  to  the  largeness  of  his  understanding.  He  was  na- 
turally of  a  great  mind ;  in  this  respect  he  was  truly  the  son  of 
nobles.  He  greatly  abhorred  things  which  were  mean  and 
sordid,  and  seemed  to  be  incapable  of  a  compliance  with  them* 
How  far  was  he  from  trifling  and  impertinence  in  his  conver- 
sation  ?  How  hr  from  a  busy,  meddUng  disposition  ?  How  far  from 
any  sly  and  clandestine  management  to  fill  his  pockets  with 
what  was  fraudulently  withheld,  or  violently  squeezed  from  the 
labourer,  soldier,  or  inferior  officer  ?  How  far  from  taking  ad- 
vantage from  his  commission  or  authority,  or  any  superior  pow- 
er he  bad  in  his  hands;  or  the  ignorance,  dependence,  or  neces- 
sities of  others,  to  add  to  his  own  gains,  with  what  properly 
belonged  to  them,  and  with  what  they  mipht  justly  expect  as  a 
proper  reward  for  any  of  their  services  ?  How  far  was  he  from 
secretly  taking  bribes  offered  to  induce  him  to  favour  any  man 
in  his  cause,  or  by  his  power  or  interest  to  promote  his  being 
advanced  to  any  place  of  public  trust,  honour,  or  profit  ?  How 
greatly  did  be  abhor  lying  and  prevarication  ?  And  how  immove- 
ably  steadfast  was  ne  to  exact  truth  ?  His  hatred  of  Iho^e 
things  that  were  mean  and  sordid  was  so  apparent,  and  well 
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known,  ttiat  it  was  evident  that  men  dreaded  to  appear  iol 
thing  of  Ihut  nature  in  bis  presence. 

He  was  a  man  ofa  remarkably  public  spirit,  a  true  lover 
of  his  country,  and  who  greatly  abhorred  sacrificing  t]ie  pnblic 
welfare  to  private  interest-  He  was  very  eminently  endowed 
with  a  spirit  of  government.  The  God  of  nature  seemed  i« 
have  fonned  him  for  government,  as  though  he  had  been  made 
on  purpose,  and  cast  into  a  mould,  by  which  be  should  be  every 
way  htted  for  the  business  of  a  man  in  public  authority.  Such 
a  behaviour  and  conduct  was  natural  to  him,  as  tended  to  maiD- 
lain  bis  authority,  and  possess  others  with  awe  and  reverence, 
and  to  enforce  and  render  elTcctual  what  he  said  and  did  in  the 
dcercise  of  his  authority.  He  did  not  bear  the  sword  in  vain. 
He  was  truly  a  terror  to  evil-doers.  What  1  saw  in  him  often  put 
me  in  mind  of  that  saying  of  the  wise  man,  Prov.  x\.  8.  "  The 
king  that  siticlh  in  the  throne  of  judgment  scattereth  away  all 
evil  with  his  eyes."  He  was  one  that  was  not  afraid  of  the 
faces  of  men  :  and  every  one  knew  that  it  was  in  vain  to  at- 
tempt  to  deter  him  from  doing  what,  on  mature  consideration, 
he  had  determined  he  ought  to  do. — Every  thing  in  him  was 
great,  and  becoming  a  man  in  his  public  station.  Perhaps 
never  was  there  a  man  that  appeared  in  New  England,  to  whom 
the  denomination  of  a  great  ntan  did  more  properly  belong. 

But  though  he  was  one  that  was  great  among  men,  ex- 
alted abovo  others  in  abilities  and  greatness  of  mind,  and  in  the 
place  of  rule,  and  feared  not  the  faces  of  men,  yet  he  feared 
God.  He  was  strictly  conscientious  in  bis  conduct,  both  ill 
public  and  private.  I  never  knew  the  man  that  Beemcd  more 
steadfastly  and  immoveahly  to  act  by  principle,  and  according 
to  rules  and  maxims,  established  and  settled  in  his  mind  by  the 
dictates  of  his  judgment  and  conscience.  He  was  a  man  o( 
strict  justice  and  lidelity.  Faithfulness  was  eminently  hb 
character.  Some  of  his  greatest  opponents  that  have  been  of 
the  contrary  party  to  him  in  public  allhirs,  yet  have  openly  ac- 
knowledged tliis  of  him.  That  he  was  a  faithful  man.  He  was 
remarkably  faithful  in  his  public  trusts.  He  would  not  basely 
betray  his  trust,  from  fear  or  favour.  It  was  in  vain  to  expect 
it;  however  men  might  oppose  him  or  neglect  him,  and  now 
great  soever  tliey  were.  Nor  would  he  neglect  the  public  inte- 
rest committed  to  him,  for  the  sakcof  his  own  case,  but  diligent- 
ly and  laboriously  watched  and  laboured  for  it  night  and  day. 
And  he  was  faithful  in  private  alfairs  as  well  as  public.  He  wss 
a  most  faithful  friend  ;  faithful  to  any  one  that  in  any  case  asked 
Ilia  counsel ;  and  his  fidelity  might  be  depended  upon  in  what- 
ever alTair  he  undertook  for  any  of  his  neighbours. 

He  was  a  noted  instance  of  the  virtue  of  temperance,  unal- 
terable in  it,  in  all  places,  in  all  companies,  and  in  the  midi' 
all  temptations.     Though  he  wa?  n  mnu  of  a  ^rwX  spirit, ; 
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had  a  remarkable  government  of  his  spirit ;  and  excelled  in  the 
government  of  his  tongue.  In  the  midst  of  all  provocations 
from  multitudes  he  had  to  deal  with,  and  the  great  multiplicity 
of  perplexing  affairs  in  which  he  was  concerned,  and  all  the 
opposition  and  reproaches  of  which  he  was  at  any  time  the  sub- 
ject ;  yet  what  was  there  that  ever  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth 
that  his  enemies  could  lay  hold  of?  No  profane  language,  no 
vain,  rash,  unseemly,  and  unchristian  speecnes.  If  at  any  time 
lie  expressed  himself  with  great  warmth  and  vigour,  it  seemed  to 
be  from  principle  and  determination  of  judgment,  rather  than 
from  passion.  When  he  expressed  himself  strongly,  and  with 
vehemence,  those  that  were  ac(|uainted  with  him,  and  well  ob- 
served him  from  time  to  time,  might  evidently  see  it  was  done 
in  consequence  of  thought  and  judgment,  weighing  the  circum- 
stances and  consequences  of  things. 

The  calmness  and  steadiness  of  his  behaviour  in  private, 
particularly  in  his  family,  appeared  remarkable  and  exemplary 
to  those  who  had  most  opportunity  to  observe.  He  was  tho- 
roughly established  in  those  religious  principles  and  doctrines  of 
the  first  fathers  of  New  England,  usually  called  the  doctrines  of 
graccj  and  had  a  great  detestation  of  the  opposite  errors  of  the 
present  fashionable  divinity,  as  very  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God,  and  the  experience  of  every  true  Christian.  And  as  he 
was  a  friend  to  truth,  so  he  was  a  friend  to  vital  piety  and  the 
power  of  godliness,  and  ever  countenanced  and  favoured  it  on 
all  occasions. 

He  abhorred  profaneness,  and  was  a  person  of  a  serious 
and  decent  spirit,  and  ever  treated  sacred  things  with  reverence. 
He  was  exemplary  for  his  decent  attendance  on  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God.  Who  ever  saw  him  irreverently  and  indecently 
lolling,  and  laying  down  his  head  to  sleep,  or  gazing  about  the 
meeting-bouse  in  time  of  divine  service  ?  And  as  be  was  able 
(as  was  before  observed)  to  discourse  very  understandingly  of 
experimental  religion,  so  to  some  persons  with  whom  he  was 
very  intimate,  be  gave  intimations  sufficiently  plain,  while  con- 
versing of  these  things,  that  they  were  matters  of  his  own  expo; 
rience.  And  some  serious  persons  in  civil  authority,  who  have 
ordinarily  differed  from  him  in  matters  of  government,  yet  on 
some  occasional  close  conversation  with  him  on  things  of  religion, 
have  manifested  a  high  opinion  of  him  as  to  real  experimental 
piety. 

As  he  was  known  to  be  a  serious  person,  and  an  enemy  to 
a  pro&ne  or  vain  conversation,  so  be  was  feared  on  that  account 
by  great  and  small.  When  he  was  in  the  room,  only  his  pre- 
sence was  sufficient  to  maintain  decency ;  though  many  were 
there  accoanted  great  men,  who  otherwise  were  disposed  to 
take  a  much  greater  freedom  in  their  talk  and  behaviour,  than 
{hey  dared  to  do  in  bis  pres^ence^     He  was  not  unmindful  of 
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death)  nor  unmiadful  of  fats  own  frailty,  nor  Hd  death  comc 
unexpected  to  him.  For  some  years  paat,  he  has  spoken  much 
(o  some  persons  of  dying,  and  going  into  the  eternal  world,  sig- 
niiying'that  he  did  not  expect  to  continue  long  here. 

Added  to  all  these  things,  to  render  him  eminently  a  strong 
rod,  he  was  attended  with  many  circumstances  which  tended  lo 
give  him  advantage  for  the  exerting  of  his  strengtli  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  He  was  honourably  descended,  was  a  man  of  consi- 
derable Eubstance,  had  been  long  in  authority,  was  extensively 
known  and  honoured  abroad,  was  high  in  the  esteem  of  the 
many  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  British  colo- 
nies, and  so  had  great  influence  upou  them,  above  any  other 
man  in  New  England.  God  had  endowed  him  with  a  comely 
presence,  and  majesty  of  countenance,  becoming  the  great  quali- 
ties of  his  mind,  and  the  place  in  which  God  had  set  him. 

In  the  exercise  of  these  quahtiea  and  endowmeols,  under 
these  advantages,  he  has  been,  as  it  were,  a  father  (o  this  part 
of  the  land,  on  whom  the  whole  country  had,  under  God,  its  de- 
pendence in  all  its  public  afTairs,  and  especially  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  war.  How  much  the  weight  of  all  the  war- 
like concerns  of  the  country  (which  above  any  part  of  the  land 
lies  exposed  to  the  enemy)  has  lain  on  his  shouiderBi  and  how  he 
has  been  the  spring  of  all  motion,  and  the  doer  of  every  thing 
that  has  been  done,  and  how  wisely  and  faithfully  he  has  con- 
ducted these  affairs,  I  need  not  inform  this  congregation.  You 
well  know  that  he  took  care  of  (he  county  as  a  ^Iher  of  a  family 
of  children,  not  neglecting  men's  lives,  and  making  light  of  (heir 
blood ;  but  with  great  diligence,  vigilance,  and  prudence,  apply- 
ing himself  continually  to  the  proper  means  of  our  safety  and 
welfare-  And  especially  has  this  bis  native  town,  where  he  has 
dwelt  from  his  infancy,  reaped  the  benefit  of  his  happy  influence. 
His  wisdom  has  been,  under  God,  very  much  our  guide,  and  bis 
authority  our  support  and  strengtli,  and  he  has  been  a  great 
honour  to  Northampton,  and  ornament  to  our  church.  He  con- 
tinued in  full  capacity  of  usefulness  while  he  lived;  he  was  in- 
deed considerably  advanced  in  years,  but  his  powers  of  mind 
were  not  sensibly  abated,  and  his  strength  of  body  was  not  to 
impaired,  but  that  he  was  able  to  go  long  journeys,  in  extreme 
heat  and  cold<  and  in  a  short  time- 
But  now  this  "strong  rod  is  broken  and  withered,"  and 
surely  the  judgment  of  God  therein  is  very  awful,  and  the  dis- 
pensation that  which  may  well  be  for  a  lamentation.  Probably 
we  shall  be  more  sensible  of  the  worth  and  importance  of  such 
a  strong  rod  by  the  want  of  it.  The  awful  voice  of  God  in  this 
providence  is  worthy  to  be  attended  to  by  this  whole  province, 
and  especially  by  the  people  of  (his  county,  but  in  a  more  pecu- 
liar manner  by  us  of  this  town.  We  have  now  this  testimooj 
h  cf  the  divine  displeasure,  added  to  all  the  other  dark  clouds  God 
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has  lately  broaght  over  us,  and  his  awful  frowns  upon  us*  It  is 
a  dispensation,  on  many  accounts,  greatly  calling  for  our  humi- 
liation and  fear  before  God ;  an  awful  manifestation  of  his  su- 
preme, universal,  and  absolute  dominion,  calling  us  to  adore  ttie 
divine  soverei^y,  and  tremble  at  the  presence  of  this  great 
God.  And  it  is  a  lively  instance  of  human  frailtv  und  mortality. 
We  see  how  that  none  are  outof  the  reach  of  death,  that  no 
greatness,  no  authority,  no  wisdom  and  sagacity,  no  honourable* 
ness  of  person  or  station  na  degree  of  valuableness  and  impor-^ 
tance,  exempts  from  the  stroke  of  death.  This  is  therefore  ft 
loud  and  solemn  warning  to  all  sorts  to  prepare  for  their  depar- 
ture hence. 

And  the  memory  of  this  person  who  is  now  gone,  who  was 
made  so  great  a  blessing  while  he  lived,  should  engage  us  to 
show  respect  and  kindness  to  his  family.  This  we jhould  do 
both  out  of  respect  to  him  and  to  his  father,  your  former  emi- 
nent pastor,  who  in  his  day  was  in  a  remarkable  manner  a  fa- 
ther to  this  part  of  the  land  in  spirituals,  and  especiallv  to  this 
town,  as  this  his  son  has  been  in  temporals. — God  greatly  resen- 
ted it,  when  the  children  of  Israel  did  not  show  kindness  to  the 
house  of  Jerubbaal  that  had  been  made  an  instrument  of  so 
muqh  good  to  them.  Judges  viii.  35.  '^Neither  showed  they 
kindness  to  the  house  of  Jerubbaal,  according  to  all  the  good 
which  he  had  showed  unto  Israel. ^^ 


SERMON  XX« 


TRUE   GRACE   DISTINGUISHED   FBOJH   THE   EXPERIENCE 

OF  DEVILS. 


James  ii«  ID* 

Thou  believest  that  there  is  one  God  ;  thou  dost  well :  the  devils 

also  believe^  and  tremble' 


Observe  id  these  words, — i.  Something  that  some  depen- 
ded on,  as  an  evidence  of  their  good  estate  and  acceptance,  as 
the  objects  of  God^s  favour,  viz*  a  speculative  faith,  or  belief  of 
the  doctrines  of  religion.  The  great  doctrine  of  the  existence 
of  one  only  God  is  particularly  mentioned ;  probably,  because 
this  was  a  doctrine  wherein,  especially,  there  was  a  visible  and 
noted  distinction  between  professing  Christians  and  the  heathens, 
amongst  whom  the  Christians  in  those  days  were  dispersed. 
And  therefore,  this  was  what  many  trusted  in,  as  what  recom- 
mended them  to,  or  at  least  was  an  evidence  of  their  interest 
in  the  great  spiritual  and  eternal  privileges,  in  which  real 
Christians  were  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 

3.  Flow  much  is  allowed  concerning  this  faith,  viz.  That 
it  is  a  good  attainment ;  ^'  Thou  dost  well.^'  It  was  good,  as  it 
was  necessary.  This  doctrine  was  one  of  the  fundamental  doc* 
trines  of  Christianity ;  and,  in  some  respects,  above  all  others 
fundamental.  It  was  necessary  to  be  believed,  in  order  to  sal- 
vation. To  be  without  the  belief  of  this  doctrine,  especially  in 
those  that  had  such  advantage  to  know  as  they  had  to  whom 
the  apostle  wrote,  would  be  a  great  sin,  and  what  would  vastly 
aggravate  their  damnation.  This  belief  was  also  good,  as  it  had 
a  good  tendency  in  many  respects. 

♦  Preached  before  the  Synod  of  New  YorHr,  rciivrnr*!  :a  .\e>vark.  iii  Xe^ 
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3.  What  is  implicitly  denied  concerning  it,  viz.  That  it  is 
any  evidence  of  a  person's  being  in  a  state  of  salvation.  The 
whole  context  shows  this  to  be  me  design  of  the  aposUe  in  the 
words.  And  it  is  particularly  manifest,  by  the  conclusion  of  the 
verse;  which  is, 

4.  The  thing  observable  in  the  words,  viz*  The  argument 
by  which  the  apostle  proves,  that  this  is  no  sign  of  a  state  of 
grace,  viz*  that  it  is  found  in  the  devils.  They  bdieve  that 
there  is  one  God,  and  that  he  is  a  holy,  sin-hating  God ;  and 
that  he  is  a  God  of  truth,  and  will  fulfil  his  threatenings,  by 
which  he  has  denounced  future  judgments,  and  a  great  increase 
of  misery  on  them ;  and  that  he  is  an  almighty  God,  and  able 
to  execute  his  threatened  vengeance  upon  them. 

Therefore,  the  doctrine  I  infer  from  the  words  to  make  the 
subject  of  my  present  discourse,  is  this,  viz*  Nothing  in  the 
mind  of  man,  that  is  of  the  same  nature  with  what  the  devils 
experience,  or  are  the  subjects  of,  is  any  sure  sign  of  saving 
grace. 

If  there  be  any  thing  that  the  devils  have,  or  find  in  them* 
selves,  which  is  an  evidence  of  the  saving  grace  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  then  the  apostle^s  argument  is  not  good :  which  is  plain- 
ly this  :  *^  That  which  is  in  the  devils,  or  which  they  do,  is  no 
certain  evidence  of  grace.  But  the  devils  believe  that  there  is 
one  God.  Therefore,  thy  believing  that  there  is  one  God,  is  no 
sure  evidence  that  thou  art  gracious. ^^  So  that  the  whole 
foundation  of  the  apostle^s  argument  lies  in  that  proposition : — 
**  That  which  is  in  the  devils,  is  no  certain  sign  of  grace.**' — 
Nevertheless,  I  shall  mention  two  or  three  farther  reasons,  or 
ailments  of  the  truth  of  this  doctrine. 

1.  The  devils  have  no  degree  of  holiness  :  and,  therefore, 
those  things  which  are  nothing  beyond  what  they  are  the  sub- 
jects of,  cannot  be  holy  experiences. 

The  devil  once  was  holy ;  but  when  he  fell,  he  lost  all  his 
holiness,  and  became  perfectly  wicked.  He  is  the  greatest 
sinner,  and,  in  some  sense,  the  father  of  all  sin*  John  viii.  44. 
'^  Ye  are  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father 
ye  will  do  :  He  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  and  abode 
Bot  in  the  truth,  because  there  was  no  truth  in  him.  When 
he  speaketh  a  lie,  he  speaketh  of  his  own  :  for  he  is  a  liar,  and 
the  father  of  it.*'  1  John  iii.  8.  ^^  He  that  committeth  sin,  is 
df  the  devil ;  for  the  devil  sinneth  from  the  beginning.''  He 
is  often  spoken  of,  by  way  of  eminence,  as  ''  the  wicked  one.'* 
So,  Matt.  xiii.  19.  '^Then  cometh  the  wicked  one,  and 
c^itcheth  away  that  which  was  sown  in  hia  hearL"  Verse  38. 
'^  The  tares  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  €nmJ*  i  John  ii» 
13.    ^M  write  ante  you,  jroang  meo,  becaw  veitome 
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(he  wicked  one.^'  Chap.  iii.  12.  "Not  as  Cain,  trliov 
that  wicked  one."  Chap.  v.  18.  "  WhosoeverisboraofGod,  ' 
keepeth  himBclf,  aod  that  wicked  one  toucheth  him  not."  So 
the  devils  are  called  evil  spirits,  unclean  spirits,  powers  of  dark* 
ness,  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  and  wickedness  itAclf. 
Eph.  vi.  13.  "  For  we  wrestle  not  against  0esb  and  blood,  but 
against  principalilies,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the 
darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places." 

Therefore,  surely,  those  things  which  the  minds  of  devils 
arc  the  subjects  of,  can  have  nothing  of  the  nature  of  true  ho- 
liness in  them.  The  knowledge  and  understanding  which  tbey 
have  of  the  Ihiugs  of  God  and  religion,  cannot  be  of  the  nature 
of  divine  and  holy  light,  nor  any  knowledge  that  is  merely  of 
the  same  kind.  No  impressions  made  on  thdr  hearts,  can  be 
of  a  spiritual  nature.  That  kind  of  sense  which  they  bare  of 
divine  things,  however  great,  cannot  be  a  holy  sense.  Such 
affections  as  move  their  hearts,  however  powerful,  cannot  be 
holy  affections.  If  there  be  no  holiness  in  them,  as  they  are  in 
the  devil,  there  can  be  no  holiness  in  them  as  they  are  in  man  -, 
unless  something  be  added  to  them,  beyond  what  is  in  the  devil. 
And  if  any  thing  be  added  to  them,  then  they  are  not  the  same 
things ;  but  are  something  beyond  what  devils  are  the  subjects 
of;  which  is  contrary  to  the  supposition;  for  the  proposition 
which  I  am  upon  is,  that  those  things  which  are  of  the  lame 
nature,  and  nothing  beyond  what  devils  are  the  subjects  of, 
cannot  be  holy  experiences.  It  is  not  the  subject  that  makes 
the  affection,  or  experience,  or  quality  holy  ;  but  it  is  the 
quality  that  makes  the  subject  holy. 

And  if  those  qualities  and  experiences  which  the  devtlt 
are  the  subjects  of,  have  nothing  of  the  nature  of  holiness  in 
them,  then  they  can  be  no  certain  signs,  that  persons  whidi 
have  them  are  holy  or  gracious.  There  is  no  certain  sign  of 
true  grace,  but  those  things  which  are  spiritual  and  gracioui. 
It  is  God's  image  that  is  his  seal  and  mark,  the  stamp  by  whicli 
those  that  are  his,  are  known.  But  that  which  has  nnthing  of 
(he  nature  of  holiness,  has  nothing  of  this  image.  That  which 
IS  a  sure  sign  of  grace,  must  either  be  something  which  has  the 
nature  and  essence  of  grace,  or  flows  from,  or  some  way  be- 
longs to  its  essence:  For-that  which  distinguishes  things  ooc 
from  another,  is  the  essence,  or  something  appertaining  to  tbcir 
essence.  And,  therefore,  that  which  is  sometimes  found  wholhr 
without  the  essence  of  holiness,  or  grace,  can  be  no  esienliai, 
sure,  or  distinguishing  mark  of  grace. 

II.  The  devils  are  not  only  absolutely  without  all  tnie 
holiness,  but  they  are  not  so  much  as  the  subjects  of  »ny  Com- 
mon grace. 


SCR.  XX.  True  Grace  distinguished,  ^fc.  235 

If  anj  should  imagine,  that  some  things  may  be  signs  ol 
grace  which  are  not  grace  itself,  or  which  have  nothing  of  the 
nature  and  essence  ofgrace  and  holiness  in  them  ;  yet,  certainly 
they  will  allow,  that  the  qualifications  which  are  sure  evidences 
of  grace,  must  be  things  that  are  near  akin  to  grace,  or  having 
some  remarkably  affinity  with  it.  But  the  devils  are  not  only 
wholly  destitute  of  anv  true  holiness,  but  they  are  at  the  greatest 
distance  from  it,  and  have  nothing  in  them  in  any  wise  akin  to  it. 

There  are  many  in  this  world  who  are  wholly  destitute  of 
saving  grace,  who  yet  have  commob  grace.  They  have  no  true 
holiness,  but  nevertheless  have  something  of  that  which  is  call- 
ed moral  virtue ;  and  are  the  subjects  of  some  d^ree  of  the 
common  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  is  so  with  those  in 
general  that  live  under  the  light  of  the  gospel  and  are  not  given 
up  to  judicial  blindness  and  hardness.  Yea,  those  that  are  thus 
given  up,  yet  have  some  d^ree  of  restraining  grace  while  they 
live  in  fliis  world ;  without  which  the  earth  could  not  bear 
them,  and  they  would  in  no  measure  be  tolerable  members  of 
human  society.  But  when  any  are  damned,  or  cast  into  hell,  as 
the  devils  are,  God  wholly  withdraws  his  restraining  grace,  and 
all  merciful  influences  of  his  Spirit  whatsoever.  They  have 
neither  saving  grace  nor  common  grace ;  neither  the  grace  of 
the  Spirit,  nor  any  of  the  common  gifts  of  the  Spirit ;  neither 
true  holiness,  nor  moral  virtue  of  any  kind.  Hence  arises  the 
vast  increase  of  the  exercise  of  wickedness  in  the  hearts  of  men 
when  fbey  are  damned.  And  herein  is  the  chief  difference  be- 
tween the  damned  in  hell,  and  unregenerate  and  graceless  men 
in  this  worid.  Not  that  wicked  men  in  this  world  have  any 
more  holiness  or  true  virtue  than  the  damned,  or  have  wicked 
men,  when  they  leave  this  world  any  principles  of  wickedness, 
infused  into  them  :  but  when  men  arc  cast  mto  hell,  God  per- 
fectly takes  away  his  Spirit  from  them,  as  to  all  its  merciful 
common  influences,  and  entirely  withdraws  from  them  all  re- 
straints of  his  Spirit  and  good  providence. 

III.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  a  person's  being  in 
any  rewect  as  the  devil  is,  should  be  a  certain  sign  that  he  is 
very  unlike  and  opposite  to  him,  and  hereafter  shall  not  have  his 
part  with  him.  lYue  saints  are  extremely  unlike  and  contrary 
to  the  devil,  both  relatively  and  really.  They  are  so  relatively/. 
The  devil  is  the  grand  rebel ;  the  chief  enemy  of  God  and 
Christ;  the  object  of  God^s  greatest  wrath;  a  condemned  male- 
factor, atteriy  rejected  and  cast  off  by  him ;  for  ever  shut  out  of 
his  presence  ;  the  prisoner  of  his  justice  ;  an  everlasting  inha- 
bitant of  the  infernal  world.  The  saints,  on  the  contrary,  arc 
the  citisens  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  ;  memben  of  the  family 
of  the  gtorioos  King  of  heaven ;  the  children  of  God ;  the  bre- 
thren and  spouse  of  his  dear  Son ;  heirs  of  God  ;  joint  heir« 
with  Christ  :  kings  and  priests  unto  God.     And  they  ^re  c»- 
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tremely  difleicnt  really.  The  devil,  on  account  of  hit  htk 
nature,  and  those  accursed  dispositions  which  reign  in  hira,  is 
called  Satan,  the  advereary,  Abaddon  and  Apollyon,  the  great 
destroyer,  the  wolf,  the  roaring  lion,  the  great  dragon,  the  old 
serpent.  The  saints  are  represented  as  God's  holy  ones,  his 
anointed  ones,  the  excellent  of  the  earth ;  the  meek  of  the  earth ; 
lamhs  and  doves;  Christ's  little  children;  having  the limage  of 
God,  pure  in  heart;  God's  jewels;  lilies  in  Christ's  ga^en; 
plants  of  paradise ;  stars  of  heaven  ;  temples  of  the  hving  God. 
The  saints,  so  far  as  they  are  saints,  are  as  diverse  from  the  de- 
vil,  as  heaven  '\s  from  hell ;  and  much  more  contrary  than  light 
IB  to  darkness :  and  the  eternal  state  that  they  are  appointed  to, 
is  answerably  diverse  and  contrary. 

Now,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  being  in  any 
respect  as  Satan  is,  or  heing  the  subject  of  any  of  the  same 
properties,  qualifications,  affections,  or  actions,  that  are  in  hinir 
is  any  certain  evidence  that  persons  are  thus  exceeding  di^rcnt 
from  him,  and  in  circumstances  so  diverse,  and  appointed  to  an 
eternal  stale  go  eslrcmely  contrary  in  all  respects.  Wicked 
men  are  in  scripture  called  the  children  of  the  devil.  Now  is 
it  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  men's  being  in  any  respect  as  the 
devil  is,  can  be  a  certain  sign  that  they  are  not  his  children,  but 
the  children  of  (he  inlinilely  holy  and  blessed  God?  We  ara 
informed,  that  wicked  men  shall  hercaller  have  their  part  with 
devils ;  shall  be  sentenced  to  the  same  everlasting  fire  which  b 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  Now,  can  a  man's>beiog 
like  the  devil  in  any  respect  be  a  sure  token  that  he  shall  not 
have  his  part  with  him,  but  with  glorious  angels,  and  wilh  Jesus 
Christ,  dwelling  with  him,  where  he  is,  that  he  may  behold  aad 
partake  of  his  glory  ? 

IMPROVEMENT. 

'The  first  use  may  he  in  several  inferences,  for  our  I'w.- 
struQtian. 

f.  From  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  inferred,  bj  parity 
of  reason,  that  nothing  that  damned  men  do,  or  ever  will  ex^<> 
ritnct,  can  be  any  sure  sign  of  grace. 

Damned  men  are  like  the  devils,  arc  conformed  to  them 
in  nature  and  slate.  They  have  nothing  better  in  them  than 
the  devils,  have  no  higher  principles  in  their  hearts ;  experience 
nothing,  and  do  nothing  of  a  more  excellent  kind;  as  they  are 
the  children  and  servants  of  the  devil ;  and  as  such,  shall  aweU 
with  him,  and  be  partakers  with  him  of  the  same  misery.  Ai 
Christ  says,  concerning  the  saints  in  their  future  state,  Malt.  xtii. 
13.  "  That  they  shall  be  as  the  angets  of  God  in  heaven  :"»o  it 
may  he  said  concerning  ungodly  men  in  their  future  state,  tbaL 
(hey  shall  be  as  the  fallen,  wicked  angels  in  heU. 
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Each  of  the  foremcDtioucd  reasons,  given  lo  show  the 
trath  of  the  doctrine  with  respect  to  devils,  holds  good  with  re- 
apect  to  damned  men.  Damned  men  have  no  degree  of  holi- 
ness ;  and  therefore  those  things  which  are  nothing  beyond  what 
thej  halre,  cannot  be  holy  experiences*  Damned  men  are  not 
only  abtolutely  destitute  of  all  true  holiness,  but  they  have  not  so 
much  as  any  common  grace*  And  lastly,  it  is  unreasonable  to 
suppose,  that  a  person'^s  bein^  in  any  respect  as  the  damned  in 
hell  are,  should  be  a  certain  sign  that  they  are  very  unlike  and 
opposite  to  them,  and  hereafter  shall  not  have  their  portion 
with  them. 

11*  We  may  hence  infer,  that  no  degree  of  speculative  know* 
ledge  of  things  of  religion  is  any  certain  sign  of  saving  grace. 
Tt^  devil,  before  his  f^l,  was  among  those  bright  and  glorious 
angels  of  heaven,  which  are  represented  as  morning-starp,  and 
flames  of  fire,  that  excel  in  strength  and  wisdom*  And  thouj^ 
he  be  now  become  sinful,  yet  his  sin  has  not  abolished  the  fa- 
culties of  the  angelic  nature  ;  as  when  man  fell,  he  did  not  lose 
the  faculties  of  ue  human  nature* — Sin  destroys  spiritual  prin- 
ciples, but  not  the  natural  faculties*  It  is  true,  sin,  when  in  full 
dominion,  entirely  prevents  the  exercise  of  the  natural  faculties 
in  holy  and  spiritual  understanding ;  and  lavs  many  impediments 
in  the  way  of  their  proper  exercises  in  omer  respects.  It  lays 
the  natural  faculty  of  reason  under  great  disadvantages,  by  many 
and  strong  prejudices ;  and  in  &llen  men,  the  faculties  of  the 
soul  are,  doubtless,  greatly  impeded  in  their  exercise,  through 
that  great  weakness  and  disorder  of  the  corporeal  oi^n  to  which 
it  is  strictly  united,  and  which  is  the  consequence  of  sin* — But 
there  seems  to  be  nothing  in  the  nature  of  sin,  or  moral  corrup- 
tion, that  has  any  tendency  to  destroy  the  natural  capacity,  or 
even  to  diminish  it,  properly  speaking.  If  sin  were  of  such  a 
nature  as  necessarily  to  have  that  tendency  and  efiect ;  then  it 
might  be  expected,  that  wicked  men,  in  a  future  state,  where 
they  are  given  up  entirely  to  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  their 
corruptions  and  lusts,  and  sin  is  in  all  respects  brought  to  its 
greatest  perfection  in  them,  would  have  the  capacity  of  their 
souls  greatly  diminished*  This  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  ; 
but  rather,  on  the  contrary,  that  their  capacities  are  greatly  enlar- 
ged, and  that  their  actual  knowledge  is  vastly  increased ;  and  that 
even  with  respect  to  the  Divine  Being,  and  the  things  of  religion, 
and  the  great  concerns  of  the  immortal  souls  of  men,  the  eves 
of  wick^  men  are  opened,  when  they  go  into  another  world* 

The  greatness  of  the  abilities  of  devils  may  be  argued, 
from  the  representation  in  Eph*  vi.  12.  '^  We  wrestle  not  aeainst 
flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principaUties,  against  powers,'^  &c. 
The  same  may  also  be  argued  from  what  the  scnpture  says  of 
Satan's  snbtiltv*    Gen*  iii*  1.  2  Cor*  xi.  3.  Acts  xiii*  10.    And 
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as  the  devil  hag  a  faculty  of  anderstanding  of  lai^e  capacityv  i  . 
he  is  capable  of  a  great  speculative  knowledge  of  the  things  of 
God,  aod  the  invisible  and  eternal  world,  as  well  as  other  things ; 
and  must  needs  actually  have  a  great  understanding  of  these 
things ;  as  these  have  always  been  chiefly  in  his  view  ;  and  as 
his  circumstances,  from  his  first  esistence,  have  been  such  as 
have  tended  chiefly  to  engage  hini  to  attend  to  these  things. 
Before  his  fall,  he  was  ooe  of  those  angels  who  continually  be- 
held the  face  of  the  Father  in  heaven ;  and  sin  has  no  tendency 
to  destroy  the  memory,  and  therefore  has  no  tendency  to  blot 
out  of  it  any  speculative  knowledge  that  was  formerly  there. 

As  the  devil's  subtiKy  shows  his  great  capacity  ;  so  the 
way  in  which  his  subtilty  is  exercised  and  manifested — which  is 
principally  in  his  artful  management  with  respect  to  thingi  of 
religion,  his  exceeding  subtle  representations,  insinuations,  rea- 
soniop,  and  temptations,  concerning  these  things — demonstrates 
his  great  actual  understanding  of  them ;  as,  in  order  to  be  a  very 
artful  disputant  in  any  science,  though  it  be  only  to  confound 
and  deceive  such  as  are  conversant  in  it,  a  person  had  need  lo 
have  a  great  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  things  which 
pertain  to  that  science. 

Thus  the  devil  has  undoubtedly  a  great  degree  of  specu- 
lative knowledge  in  divinity;  having  been,  as  it  were,  edu- 
cated in  the  best  divinity  school  in  the  universe,  vii,  the 
heaven  of  heavens.  He  must  needs  have  such  an  extensive 
and  accurate  knowledge  concerning  the  nature  and  attributes 
of  God,  as  we,  worms  of  the  dust,  in  our  present  state,  are 
not  capable  of.  And  he  must  have  a  far  more  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  works  of  God,  as  of  the  work  of  creation 
in  particular;  for  he  was  a  spectator  of  the  creation  of  this 
visible  world  ;  he  was  one  of  those  moming-slars  (Job  xxxviii. 
A — 7.)  "who  sang  together,  and  of  those  sons  of  God,  that 
shonted  for  joy,  when  God  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 
and  laid  the  measures  thereof,  and  stretched  the  line  upon  it.'' 
And  so  he  must  have  a  very  great  knowledge  of  God's  works 
of  providence.  He  has  been  a  spectator  of  the  series  of  these 
works  from  the  beginning ;  he  has  seen  bow  God  has  governed 
the  world  in  all  ages ;  and  he  has  seen  the  whole  train  of  God's 
wonderful  successive  dispensations  of  Providence  towards  his 
church  from  generation  to  generation.  And  he  has  not  been 
an  indifferent  spectator;  but  the  great  opposition  between  God 
and  him,  in  the  whole  course  of  those  dispensations,  has  neces- 
sarily engaged  his  attention  in  the  strictest  observation  of  them. 
He  must  have  a  great  degree  of  knowledge  concerning  Jcsiis 
Christ,  as  the  Saviour  of  men,  and  the  nature  and  method  of 
the  work  of  redemption,  and  the  wonderful  wisdom  of  God  in 
(bis  contrivance.  It  is  that  woric  of  God  wherein,  above  all 
others.  God  hns  acted  in  opposition  to  him.  and  in  which'  he 
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has  chiefly  set  hiniBelf  in  opposition  to  God.  It  is  with  reta- 
tioB  to  this  affair,  that  the  mighty  warfare  has  been  maintained, 
whi<ih  has  been  carried  on  between  Michael  and  his  angels,  and 
the  devil  and  his  angels,  through  all  ages,  from  the  l^noiaff 
of  the  world,  and  especially  since  Christ  appeared.  The  devu 
has  had  enough  to  engage  his  attention  to  the  steps  of  divine 
wisdom  in  this  work ;  tor  it  is  to  that  wisdom  he  nas  opposed 
his  sufotilty ;  and  he  has  seen  find  found,  to  his  great  aisap- 
pointment,  and  unspeakable  torment,  how  divine  wisdom,  as 
exercised  in  that  work,  has  baffled  and  confounded  his  devices* 
He  has  a  great  knowledge  of  the  thiqgs  of  another  world ;  for 
the  things  of  that  world  are  in  his  immediate  view.  He  has  a 
great  knowledge  of  heaven,  for  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of 
that  world  of  glory  :  and  he  has  a  great  knowledge  of  hell,  and 
the  nature  of  its  misery  ;  for  he  is  the  first  inhabitant  of  bell ; 
and  above  all  the  other  inhabitants,  has  experience  of  its  tor- 
ment, and  has  felt  them  constantly,  for  more  than  fiftv-seven 
hundred  years.  He  must  have  a  great  knowledge  of  the  holy 
scriptures ;  for  it  is  evident,  he  is  not  hindered  from  knowing 
what  is  written  there,  by  the  use  he  made  of  the  words  of  scrip- 
ture in  his  temptation  of  our  Saviour.  And  if  he  can  know, 
he  has  much  opportunity  to  know,  and  must  needs  have  a  dis- 
position to  know,  with  the  greatest  exactness ;  that  he  may,  to 
greater  effect,  pervert  and  wrest  the  scripture,  and  prevent  such 
an  effect  of  the  word  of  God  on  the  hearts  of  men,  as  shall 
tend  to  overthrow  his  kingdom.  He  must  have  a  great  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  mankind,  their  capacity,  tl^r  disposi- 
tions, and  the  corruptions  of  their  hearts ;  for  he  has  bad  long 
and  great  observation  and  experience.  The  heart  of  man  is 
what  he  had  chiefly  to  do  with,  in  his  subtle  deviceSf  mighty 
efforts,  restless  and  indefatigable  operations  and  exertions  of 
himself^  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  And  it  is  evident, 
that  he  has  a  great  speculative  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  ex- 
perimental religion,  by  his  being  able  to  imitate  it  so  artfully, 
and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  transform  himself  into  an  angel  of 
light. 

Therefore,  it  is  manifest,  from  my  text  and  doctrine,  that 
no  degree  of  speculative  knowledge  of  religion,  is  any  certain 
sign  of  true  piety.  Whatever  clear  notions  a  man  mav  have 
of  the  attributes  of  God,  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  tlie  na- 
ture of  the  two  covenants,  the  economy  of  the  persons  of  the 
Trinity,  and  the  part  which  each  person  has  in  the  aflSiir  of 
man^s  redemption ;  if  he  can  discourse  never  so  excellently  of 
the  oflkes  of  Christ,  and  the  waj  of  salvation  by  Mm,  and  the 
admirable  methods  of  divine  wisdom,  and  the  harmony  of  the 
TaiHMH  attribnles  of  God  in  that  way ;  if  he  can  talk  never  so 
clearly  md  exactly,  of  the  method  of  the  justification  of  a 
fintier.  and  of  the  nature  of  conversion,  and  the  operations  oi 
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Uie  Spirit  of  God,  in  applying  the  redeinption  of  ) 
giriDg  good  distiDctionB,  happily  solving  difficulties,  ai 
Ewering  objections,  in  a  manner  tending  greatly  to  enlij 
the  ignorant,  to  the  edification  of  the  church  of  God, 
conviction  of  gainsayers,  and  the  great  increase  of  1 
the  world  :  If  he  has  more  knowledge  of  this  sort  than  hun- 
dreds of  true  saints,  of  an  ordinary  education,  and  most  di- 
vines ;  yet,  all  is  no  certain  evidence  of  any  degree  of  saving 
grace  in  the  heart> 

It  is  true,  the  scripture  often  speaks  of  knowledge  of  di- 
vine things,  as  what  is  peculiar  to  true  saints ;  as  in  John  xrit. 
3.  "  This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesua  Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent."  Matthew 
xi.  37.  "  No  man  knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father;  neither 
knoweth  any  man  the  Father,  save  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom* 
soever  the  Son  will  reveal  him."  Psal.  is.  10.  "They  that 
know  thy  name,  will  put  their  trust  in  thee."  Philip,  iii.  8. 
"I  count  all  things  but  loss,  for  the  excellency  of  the  know- 
ledge of  Christ  Jeans  my  Lord."  But  then  we  must  under- 
stand it  of  a  different  kind  of  knowledge  from  that  speculative 
understanding  which  the  devil  has  to  so  great  a  degree.  It  will 
he  also  allowed,  that  'he  spiritual  saving  knowledge  of  God  and 
divine  things,  greatly  promotes  speculative  knowledge,  as  it  en- 
gages the  mind  in  its  search  into  things  of  this  kind,  and  much 
Assists  to  a  distinct  understanding  of  them  ;  so  that,  other  things 
being  eijual,  they  who  have  spiritual  knowledge,  are  much  more 
likely  Ihan  others  to  have  a  good  doctrinal  aci|uaintance  with 
things  of  religion;  but  yet  such  acquaintance  may  bo  no  dis- 
tinguidiing  characteristic  of  true  saints. 

III.  It  may,  also,  be  inferred,  from  what  has  been  observed, 
that  for  persons  merely  to  yield  a  sptcnlative  assent  to  the 
doctrines  of  religion,  as  true,  is  no  certain  evidence  of  a  state 
of  grace.  My  text  tells  us,  that  the  devils  believe;  and,  as 
tliey  believe  that  there  is  one  God,  so  they  believe  the  truth  of 
the  doctrines  of  religion  in  general.  The  devil  is  orthodox  in 
his  faith;  he  believes  the  true  scheme  of  doctrine;  he  is  no 
Deist,  Socinian,  Arian,  Pelagian,  or  Antinomian;  the  articles 
of  his  faith  are  all  sound,  and  in  them  he  is  thoroughly  esta- 
blished. 

Therefore,  for  a  person  to  believe  the  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity, merely  from  the  force  of  aigumenta,  as  discerned  only 
'  hy  speculation,  is  no  evidence  of  grace. 

It  is  probably  a  very  rare  thing  for  unregeneratc  men  to 
have  a  strong  persuasion  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  of  reh- 
gion,  especially  such  of  them  as  are  very  mysterious,  and  much 
above  the  comprehension  of  reason.  Yet,  if  he  be  very  co 
dent  of  the  truth  of  Christianity  and  its  doctrines,  and  is  a 
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to  argue  most  strongly  for  the  proof  of  them,  in  tliis  he  goes 
nothing  beyond  the  devil ;  who,  doubtless,  has  a  great  know- 
ledge of  the  rational  arguments  by  which  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  religion  and  its  several  principles  are  evinced. 

And,  therefore,  when  the  scripture  speaks  of  believing  that 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  Godj  as  a  sure  evidence  of  grace,  as  in  1 
John  V.  1.  and  other  places,  it  must  be  understood,  not  of  a 
mere  speculative  assent,  but  of  another  kind  and  manner  of 
believing,  which  is  called  the  faith  of  God^s  elect,  Titus  i.  1. 
There  is  a  spiritual  conviction  of  the  truth,  which  is  a  believing 
with  the  whole  heart,  peculiar  to  true  saints ;  of  which  I  shall 
speak  more  particularly. 

IV.  It  may  be  inferred  from  the  doctrine  which  has  been 
insisted  on,  that  it  is  no  certain  sign  of  persons  being  savingly 
converted,  that  they  have  been  subjects  of  very  great  distress 
and  terrors  of  mind,  through  apprehensions  of  God^s  wrath, 
and  fears  of  damnation. 

That  the  devils  are  the  subjects  of  great  terrors,  through 
apprehensions  of  God's  wrath,  and  fears  of  its  future  effects,  is 
implied  in  my  text ;  which  speaks  not  only  of  their  believing, 
but  trefnbling.  It  must  be  no  small  degree  of  terror  which 
should  make  those  principalities  and  powers,  those  mighty, 
proud,  and  sturdy  beings,  to  tremble* 

There  are  many  terrors  that  some  persons  who  are  con- 
cerned for  their  salvation,  are  the  subjects  of,  which  are  not 
from  any  proper  awakenings  of  conscience,  or  apprehensions 
of  truth,  but  from  melancholy  or  frightful  impressions  on  their 
imagination ;  or  some  groundless  apprehensions,  and  the  delu- 
sions and  false  suggestions  of  Satan.  But  if  they  have  had 
never  so  great  and  long-continued  terrors  from  real  awaken- 
ings, and  convictions  of  truth,  and  views  of  things  as  they  are, 
this  is  no  more  than  what  is  in  the  devils,  and  will  he  in  all 
wicked  men  in  another  world.  However  stupid  and  senseless 
most  ungodly  men  are  now,  all  will  be  effectually  awakened 
at  last.  There  will  be  no  such  thing  as  slumbering  in  hell. 
There  are  many  that  cannot  be  awakened  by  the  most  solemn 
warnings  and  awful  threatenings  of  the  word  of  God — ^the  most 
alarmins  discourses  from  the  pulpit,  and  the  most  awakening 
and  awful  providences — but  all  will  be  thoroughly  awakened 
by  the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet,  and  the  appearance  of  Christ 
to  judgment.  All  sorts  will  then  be  filled  with  most  amazing 
terrors,  from  apprehensions  of  truth,  and  seeing  things  as  they 
are;  when  ^'  the  kings  of  the  earthy  and  the  great  men,  and  the 
rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men,  (such 
as  were  the  most  lofty  and  stout-hearted,  most  ready  to  treat 
the  things  of  religion  with  contempt,)  shall  hide  themselves  in 
the  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains ;  and  say  to  the 
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,  and  bide  us  from  the  £ 


^ 
^ 


^ 


mountains  and  rocks,  Full  o 
Him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lanab^ 
lor  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come  -,  and  who  shall  be  able 
to  stand  ?"  Rev.  vi.  16 — 17.  Therefore,  if  persons  have  been 
first  awakened,  and  afterwards  have  had  comfort  and  ji  ,  ^ 
DO  certain  sign  that  their  comforts  are  of  the  right  kin^ 
cause  tliey  were  preceded  by  very  great  terrors. 

V.  It  may  be  furtJier  inferred  from  the  doctrine,  That  I 
work  of  tile  law  on  men's  hearts,  in  conviction  of  guilt,  and  jiwt 
desert  of  punishment,  is  a  sure  argiin>ent  that  a  person  has  beea 
savingly  converted. 

Not  only  are  no  awakenings  and  terrors  any  certain  evi- 
dence  of  this,  but  no  mere  legal  work  whatsoever,  though  car- 
ried to  the  utmost  extent.  Nothing  wherein  there  is  no  grace 
or  spiritual  light,  but  only  the  mere  conviction  of  natural  coo- 
science,  and  those  acts  and  operations  of  the  mind,  which  are 
the  result  of  this — and  so  are,  as  it  were,  merely  forced  by  Ibe 
clear  light  of  conscience,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  heart 
and  inclination  with  that  light — is  any  certain  sign  of  the  saviug 
grace  of  God,  or  that  a  person  was  ever  savingly  converted. 

The  evidence  of  this,  from  my  text  and  doctrine,  is  demon- 
strative ;  because  the  devils  arc  the  subjects  of  these  things ;  and 
all  wicked  men  that  shall  6nally  perish,  will  be  the  subjects 
of  the  eamc.  Natural  conscience  is  not  estinguished  in  the 
damned  in  hell ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  remains  there  in  it! 
greatest  strength,  and  is  brought  to  its  most  perfect  exercise ; 
most  fully  to  do  its  proper  office  as  God's  vicegerent  in  the 
soul,  to  condemn  those  rebels  against  the  King  of  heaven  and 
earth,  and  manifest  God's  just  wrath  and  vengeance,  and  by  that 
means  to  torment  them,  and  be  as  a  nevet-dying  worm  within 
them.  Wretched  men  find  means  in  this  world  to  Wind  die 
eyes  and  stop  the  mouth  of  this  vicegerent  of  a  sin-revenging 
God  ;  but  they  shall  not  be  able  to  do  it  always.  In  another 
world,  the  eyes  and  mouth  of  conscience  will  bo  fully  opened- 
God  will  hereafter  make  wicked  men  to  see  and  know  thcie 
things  from  which  now  they  industriously  hide  their  eyes,  Isa. 
xxvi.  10,  II.  "  Let  favour  be  showed  to  the  wicked,  yet  will 
he  not  loarn  righteuusness  :  in  the  land  of  uprightness  will  be 
deal  unjustly,  and  will  not  behold  the  majesty  of  the  Lord. 
Lord,  when  thy  hand  is  lilted  up,  they  will  not  see :  but  they 
shall  see,  and  be  ashamed  for  their  envy  at  the  people,  yea,  Ihic 
lire  of  thine  enemies  shall  devour  them."  We  have  this  ex- 
pression often  annexed  to  God's  thiealcnings  of  wrttli  to  bb 
enemies;  "And  they  shall  know  that  1  am  the  Lord:"  this 
tshall  be  accomplished  by  their  woful  experience  and  cloar 
lisfat  in  their  consciences,  whereby  tliey  shall  be  made  to  knmr, 
wTiclhcr  they  will  or  not,  how  great  and  terrible,  holy  and  ligl 
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teous  a  God  Jehovah  is,  whose  authority  they  have  despised  ; 
and  they  shall  know  that  he  is  righteous  and  holy  in  their  de- 
struction. This  is  all  the  ungodly  will  be  convinced  of  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  b^  the  bringing  to  light  of  all  their  wickedness 
of  heart  and  practice ;  and  setting  ^11  their  3ins,  with  all  their 
a^ravations,  in  order,  not  only  in  the  view  of  others,  even  of 
the  whole  world,  but  in  the  view  of  their  own  consciences. 
This  is  threatened.  Psalm  I.  21.  ^^  These  things  thou  hast  done, 
and  I  kept  silence  :  thou  tho^ghtest  that  I  was  altogether  such 
an  one  as  thyself;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  them  in  order 
before  thine  eyes.'^  Compare  this  with  the  four  first  verses  of 
the  psalm.  The  design  of  the  day  of  judgment  is  not  to  find 
out  what  is  just,  as  it  is  with  humanjudgments ;  but  it  is  to  mant- 
fesi  what  is  just ;  to  make  known  God^s  justice  in  the  judgment 
which  he  will  execute,  to  men's  own  consciences,  and  to  the 
world.  And  therefore  that  day  is  called  ''  the  day  of  wrath,  and 
revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,^'  Rom.  ii.  6.  Now 
sinners  often  cavil  against  the  justice  of  God^s  dispensations,  and 
particularly  the  punishment  which  he  threatens  for  their  sins ; 
excusing  themselves  and  condemning  him :  but  when  God  comes 
to  manifest  their  wickedness  in  the  light  of  that  day,  and  to  call 
them  to  an  account,  they  will  be  speechless ;  Matt.  xxii.  11, 
12.  ^'  And  when  the  king  came  in  to  see  the  guests,  he  saw 
there  a  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding-garment :  and  he  saith 
unto  him,  Friend,  how  camest  thou  in  hither,  not  having  a  wed- 
ding-garment? And  he  was  speechless.^^  When  the  King  of 
heaven  and  earth  comes  to  judgment,  their  consciences  will 
be  so  perfectly  enlightened  and  convinced  by  the  all-searching 
Light  they  shall  then  stand  in,  that  their  mouths  will  be  effec- 
tually stopped,  as  to  all  excuses  for  themselves,  all  pleading  of 
their  own  righteousness  to  excuse  or  justify  them,  and  all  objec- 
tions against  the  justice  of  their  Judge,  that  their  conscience  will 
condemn  them  only,  and  not  God. 

Therefore  it  follows  from  the  doctrine,  that  it  can  be  no  cer- 
tain sign  of  grace,  that  persons  have  had  great  convictions  of 
sin.  Suppose  they  have  had  their  sins  of  life,  with  their  aggra- 
vations, remarkably  set  before  them,  so  as  greatly  to  affect  and 
terrify  them  ;  and  withal,  have  had  a  great  sight  of  the  wicked- 
ness of  their  hearts,  the  greatness  of  the  sin  of  unbelief,  and  of 
the  unexcusableness  and  heinousness  of  their  most  secret  spi- 
ritual iniquities.  Perhaps  they  have  been  convinced  of  the 
utter  insumciericy  of  their  own  righteousness,  and  they  despair 
of  being  recommended  to  God  by  it ;  have  been  convinced  that 
they  are  wholly  without  excuse  before  God,  and  deserve  damna- 
tion ;  and  that  God  would  be  just  in  executing  the  threatened 
punishment  upon  them,  though  it  be  so  dr^dfuh  All  these 
things  will  be  m  die  ungodly  at  the  day  of  judgment,  when  they 
diall  stand  with  devils,  at  the  left  hand,  and  shall  be  doomed  as 
accursed  to  everlasting  fire  with  them. 
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Indeed  fhere  will  be  no  submUsion  in  them.  Thel 
scieDce  will  be  convinced  that  God  is  juet  in  their  c 
lion ;  but  yet  their  wills  will  not  be  bowed  lo  God'a  justice. 
There  will  be  no  acquiescence  of  mind  in  that  divine  attribute ; 
no  fielding  of  the  soul  to  God's  sovereignty,  but  the  highest  de- 
gree of  enmity  and  opposition.  A  (rue  submission  of  the  heart 
and  will  to  the  justice  and  sovereignty  of  God,  is  therefore  al- 
lowed to  be  something  peculiar  to  true  converts,  being  something 
which  the  devils  and  damned  souls  are  and  ever  will  be  far  from ; 
and  to  which  a  mere  work  of  the  law,  and  convictions  of  con- 
science, however  great  and  clear,  will  never  bring  men. 

When  sinners  are  the  subjects  of  great  convictions  of  con- 
science, and  a  remarkable  work  of  the  law,  it  is  only  tranaacling 
the  business  of  the  day  of  judgment  in  the  conscience  before- 
hand. God  sits  enthroned  in  the  conscience,  as  at  the  last  day 
he  will  sit  enthroned  in  the  clouds  of  heaven ;  the  sinner  is  ar- 
raigned as  it  were  at  God's  bar:  and  God  appears  in  his  awful 
greatness,  as  a  just  and  holy,  sin-hating,  and  sin-revenging  God, 
as  he  will  then.  The  sinner's  iniquities  are  brought  to  light ; 
his  gins  set  in  order  before  him  :  the  bidden  things  of  darkness, 
and  the  counsels  of  the  heart  are  made  manifest,  as  it  will  be  IheD. 
Many  witnesses  do,  as  it  were,  rise  up  against  the  sinner  under 
convictions  of  conscience,  as  they  will  against  the  wicked  at  the 
day  of  judgment ;  and  the  books  arc  opened,  particularly  the 
boffU  of  God's  strict  and  holy  law  is  opened  ia  the  conscience, 
and  its  rules  applied  for  the  condemnation  of  the  sinner :  which 
is  the  book  that  will  be  opened  at  the  day  of  judgment,  as  the 
grand  rule  to  all  such  wicked  men  as  have  lived  under  it.  And 
(he  sentence  of  the  law  is  pronounced  against  the  sinner,  and  the 
fustice  of  the  sentence  made  manifest,  as  it  will  be  at  the  day  of 
judgment.  The  conviction  of  a  sinner  at  the  day  of  judgment 
willbc  a  work  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the  conviction  of  conscience 
in  this  world :  and  the  work  of  the  law  (if  the  work  be  merely 
legal)  is  never  carried  farther  in  the  consciences  of  sinners  now 
than  it  will  be  at  that  day,  when  its  work  will  be  perfect  in  tho- 
roughly stopping  the  sinner's  mouth  ;  Rom.  iii.  19.  "  Now  wo 
know  that  what  things  soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith  to  them  who 
are  under  the  law;  that  every  mouth  may  be  stopped,  and  all 
(he  world  may  become  guilty  before  God."  Every  mouth  shall 
be  stopped  by  the  law,  either  now  or  hereafter}  and  all  the  world 
shall  become  sensibly  guilty  before  God,  guilty  of  death,  de- 
serving of  damnation. — And  therefore,  if  sinners  have  been  the 
subjects  of  a  great  work  of  the  law,  and  have  thus  become 
guilty,  and  their  mouths  have  been  stopped  ;  it  ii  no  certain 
sign  that  ever  they  have  been  converted. 

Indeed  the  want  of  a  thorough  sense  of  guilt,  and  deaarl  of 
punishment,  and  conviction  of  the  justice  of  God,  in  tbreftbHl- 
Qg  damoatiou,  is  a  sign  that  a  person  never  was  converted,  and 
ruly  brought,  with  the  whole  soul,  to  embrace  Christ  as  a  Sa- 
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viour  from  this  punishment :  for  it  is  easily  demonstrable,  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  entirely  and  cordially  accepting  an  offer 
of  a  Saviour  from  a  punishment  which  we  think  we  do  not  de- 
serve. But  having  such  a  conviction  is  no  certain  sign  that  per» 
sons  have  true  faiu,  or  have  ever  truly  received  Christ  as  their 
Saviour.  And  if  persons  have  great  comfort,  joy,  and  confi- 
dence suddenly  let  into  their  minds,  aAer  great  convictions,  it  is 
no  infallible  evidence  that  their  comforts  are  built  on  a  good 
foundation. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  too  much  stress  has  been  laid 
by  many  persons,  on  a  great  work  of  the  law  preceding  their 
comforts ;  who  seem  not  only  to  have  looked  on  such  a  work  of 
the  law  as  necessary  to  precede  faith,  but  also  to  have  esteemed 
it  as  the  chief  evidence  of  the  truth  and  genuineness  of  suc- 
ceeding faith  and  comforts.  By  this  means  it  is  to  be  feared 
very  many  have  been  deceived,  and  established  in  a  false  hope. 
And  what  is  to  be  seen  in  the  event  of  things,  in  multitudes  of 
instances,  confirms  this.  It  may  be  safely  allowed  that  it  is  not 
so  usual  for  great  convictions  of  conscience  to  prove  abortive, 
and  fail  of  a  good  issue,  as  for  lesser  convictions ;  and  that  more 
generally  when  the  Spirit  of  God  proceeds  so  far  with  sinners, 
in  the  work  of  the  law,  as  to  give  them  a  great  sight  of  their 
hearts,  and  of  the  heinousness  of  their  spiritual  iniquities ;  and 
to  convince  them  that  they  are  without  excuse ; — and  that  all 
their  righteousness  can  do  nothing  to  merit  God's  favours;  but 
they  lie  justhr  exposed  to  God's  eternal  vengeance  without  mercy 
— a  woric  of  saving  conversion  follows.  But  we  can  have  no 
warrant  to  say  it  is  universally  so,  or  to  lay  it  down  as  an  infalli- 
ble rule,  that  when  convictions  of  conscience  have  gone  thus 
far,  saving  faith  and  repentance  will  surely  follow.  If  any  should 
think  they  have  ground  for  such  a  determination,  because  they 
cannot  conceive  what  end  God  should  have  in  carrying  a  work 
of  conviction  to  such  a  length,  and  so  preparing  the  heart  for 
faith,  and  after  all,  never  giving  saving  iaith  to  the  soul ;  I  desire 
it  may  be  considered,  where  will  be  the  end  of  our  doubts  and 
difficulties,  ifwe  think  ourselves  sufficient  to  determine  so  posi- 
tively and  particularly  concerning  God^s  ends  and  designs  in 
what  he  does.  It  may  be  asked  such  an  objector,  what  is  God's 
end  in  giving  a  sinner  any  degree  of  the  strivings  of  his  Spirit, 
and  conviction  of  conscience,  when  he  afterwards  sufiers  it  to 
come  to  nothing  ? 

If  he  may  give  some  d^ree  that  may  finally  be  in  vain,  who 
shaU  set  the  bounds,  and  say  how  great  the  degree  shall  be  ? 
Who  can,  on  sure  grounds,  determine,  that  when  a  sinner  has  so 
much  of  that  .conviction  which  the  devils  and  damned  in  hell 
have,  tme  &ith  and  eternal  salvation  will  be  the.  certain  conse- 

auence  ?    Ttut  we  may  certainly  determine,  that,  if  the  apos- 
e's  argument  in  tiie  text  be  good,  not  any  thing  whatsoever 
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that  the  devils  have  is  certainly  connected  with  sucti  n  coi 
quence.  Seeing  sinnera,  while  such,  are  capable  of  the  mon 
perfect  cunvictions,  and  will  have  them  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
and  in  heit ;  who  shall  say  (hat  God  never  shall  cause  reprobates 
to  anticipate  the  future  judgment  and  damnation  in  that  respect  ? 
And  if  he  does  so,  who  shall  say  to  him,  what  doest  thou  '!  Or 
call  him  to  account  concerning  his  ends  in  so  doing  1  Not  but 
that  many  possible  wise  ends  might  be  thought  of,  and  men- 
tioned, if  it  were  needful,  or  I  had  now  room  (or  it, — The  Spi- 
lit  of  God  is  often  quenched  by  the  exercise  of  the  wickedness 
of  men's  hearts,  after  he  has  gone  far  in  a  work  of  conviction, 
BO  that  their  convictions  never  have  a  good  issue.  And  who 
can  say  that  sinners,  by  the  exercise  of  their  opposition  and  cu- 
tnity  against  God,  which  is  not  at  all  mortified  by  the  greatest 
legal  convictions,  neither  in  the  damned  in  hell,  nor  sinners  on 
earth,  may  not  provoke  God  to  take  his  Spirit  from  them,  even 
after  he  has  proceeded  the  greatest  length  in  a  work  of  convic- 
tion ?  Who  can  saj  ihat  God  never  is  provoked  to  destroy 
some,  af\er  he  has  brought  them,  as  it  were,  through  the  wilder- 
ness, even  to  the  edge  of  the  land  of  rest  ?  As  he  slew  some  of 
the  Israelites,  even  in  the  plains  of  Moab. 

And  let  it  be  considered,  where  is  our  wnrrant  in  scripture 
to  make  use  of  any  legal  convictions,  or  any  method  or  order  of 
successive  events  in  a  work  of  the  law,  and  consequent  com- 
forts, as  a  sure  sign  of  regeneration.  The  scripture  is  abundant 
in  expressly  mentioning  evidences  of  grace,  and  of  a  stale  of 
fevour  with  God,  as  characteristics  of  true  saints.  But  where 
do  we  ever  tind  such  things  as  these  amongst  those  evidences  ^ 
Or  where  do  we  find  any  other  signs  insisted  on.  besides  grace 
itself,  its  nature,  exercises,  and  fruits  ?  These  were  the  evi- 
dences that  Job  relied  upon  :  these  were  the  things  that  the 
Psalmist  every  where  insists  upon  as  evidences  of  hia  sincerity, 
and  parlicularly  in  the  1 19lh  Psalm,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  :  these  were  the  signs  that  Hezekiah  trusted  to  in  his  sic^^ 
i]ess. 

These  were  the  characteristics  of  those  that  arc  i 
happy,  given  by  our  Saviour  in  the  beginning  of  his  sermon  t 
(he  Mount.  These  are  Ihe  things  that  Christ  mentions,  as  the 
true  evidences  of  being  his  real  disciples,  in  his  last  and  dying 
discourse  to  his  disciples,  in  the  Uth,  Mlh,  and  IBth  chapten 
of  John,  and  in  his  intercessary  prayer,  chap.  xvii.  These  4 
the  things  which  the  apostle  Paul  often  speaks  of  as  eviden( 
of  his  sincerity,  and  sure  title  to  a  crown  of  glory.  And  thL 
are  the  things  he  often  mentions  to  others,  in  his  epistles,^  _ 
,  th<5  proper  evidences  of  real  Christianity,  a  justified  state,  anj' 
I  a  title  to  glory.  He  insists  on  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  love, 
joyi  peace,  long  suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekna 
temperance,   as  the   proper  evidences  of  being  Christ's,   i 
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living  in  the  Spirit :  Gal.  v^  22 — ^25'.  It  is  that  charity,  or 
divine  love,  which  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  in- 
treated,  full  of  mercy,  &c.  that  he  insists  on,  as  the  most  es- 
sential evidence  of  true  godliness ;  without  which,  all  other 
things  are  nothing.  Such  are  the  signs  which  the  apostle 
James  insists  9n,  as  the  proper  evidence  of  a  truly  wise  and 
good  man  :  James  iii.  17.  ^^  The  wisdom  that  is  from  above, 
is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  intreated, 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without 
hypocrisy."  And  such  are  the  signs  of  true  Christianity, 
which  the  apostle  John  igsists  on  throughout  his  epistles.  And 
we  never  have,  any  where  in  the  Bible,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  it,  any  other  signs  of  godliness  given,  than  such  as 
these.  If  persons  have  such  things  as  these  apparently  in  them, 
it  ought  to  be  determined  that  they  are  truly  converted,  with- 
out its  being  first  known  what  method  the  Spirit  of  God  took 
to  introduce  these  things  into  the  soul,  which  oftentimes  is  al- 
together untraceable.  All  the  works  of  God  are,  in  some  re- 
spects, unsearchable:  but  the  scripture  often  represents  the 
works  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  peculiarly  so;  Isaiah  xl.  13. 
''  Who  hath  directed  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  or  being  his  coun- 
sellor, hath  taught  him  ?^'  Eccles.  xi.  5.  ^^  As  thou  knowest 
not  what  is  the  way  of  the  Spirit,  nor  how  the  bones  do  grow 
in  the  womb  of  her  that  is  with  child  :  so  thou  knowest  not  the 
works  of  God,  who  maketh  all."  John  iii.  8.  ^'  The  wind 
bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof, 
but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth  :  so  is 
every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit.^^ 

VI.  It  follows  from  my  text,  and  doctrine.  That  it  is  no 
certain  sign  of  grace,  that  persons  have  earnest  desires  and 
longings  after  salvation. 

The  devils,  doubtless,  long  for  deliverance  from  the  misery 
they  suffer,  and  from  that  greater  misery  which  they  expect. 
If  they  tremble  through  fear  of  it,  they  must,  necessarily,  ear- 
nestly desire  to  be  delivered  from  it  Wicked  men  are,  in  scrip- 
ture, represented  as  longing  for  the  privileges  of  the  righteous, 
when  the  door  is  shut,  and  they  are  shut  out  from  among  them  : 
They  come  to  the  door,  and  cry,  Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us. 
Therefore,  we  are  not  to  look  on  all  desires  that  are  very 
earnest  and  vehement,  as  certain  evidences  of  a  pious  heart. 
There  are  earnest  desires  of  a  religious  nature,  which  the  saints 
have,  that  are  the  proper  breathings  of  a  new  nature,  and  dis- 
tinguishing qualities  of  true  saints :  but  there  are,  also,  longings, 
which  unreeenerate  men  may  have,  which  are  often  mistaken 
for  marks  of  godliness.  They  think  they  hunger  and  thirst 
after  rigbteoosness,  and  have  earnest  desires  after  God  and 
Christ,  and  long  for  heaven  ;  when,  indeed,  all  is  to  be  resolved 
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iDto  self-love ;  and  so  is  a  longing  wfaich  arises  from  do  big) 
principles  than  the  earnest  desires  of  deviU. 

VIL  It  may  be  toferred,    from  what  has  been  obseni 
That  pnraons  who  have  no  grace,  may  have  a  great  apprehe) 
sioa  of  an  external  glory  in  things,  heavenly  and  divine,  and  of 
nhatsoever  is  external  pertaining  to  religion. 

If  persons  have  impressed  strongly  on  their  minds  ideas 
obtained  by  the  external  senses,  whether  by  the  ear,  as  anj 
kind  of  sound,  pleasant  music,  or  words  spoken  of  excellent 
signitication  ;  words  of  scripture,  suitable  to  their  case,  or 
adapted  to  the  sul^ect  of  their  meditations :  or  ideas  obtained 
by  the  eye,  as  of  a  visible  beauty  and  glory,  a  shining  light, 
golden  streets,  gates  of  precious  stone,  a  most  magnificent 
throne,  surrounded  by  angels  and  saints,  in  shining  ranks :  or, 
any  thing  external  belonging  to  Jesus  Christ,  either  in  his  hum- 
bled state,  as  hanging  on  the  cross,  with  his  crown  of  thorns, 
his  wounds  open,  and  blood  trickling  down  ;  or  in  his  glorified 
state,  with  awful  majesty,  or  ravishing  beauty,  and  sweetness 
in  his  countenance ;  his  face  shining  above  the  brightness  of  the 
sun,  and  the  like :  these  things  are  no  certain  signs  of  grace. 

Multitudes  that  are  now  in  hell,  will  have  ideas  of  the 
external  glory  that  pertains  to  things  heavenly,  far  beyond 
whatever  any  have  in  this  world.  They  will  see  all  that  ex- 
teroal  glory  and  beauty,  in  which  Christ  will  appear  at  the  day 
of  judgment,  when  the  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness  before^ 
him;  which,  doubtless,  will  be  ten  thousand  times  greater 
than  ever  was  impressed  on  the  imagination  of  either  saints  or 
sinners  in  this  present  state,  or  ever  was  conceived  by  any  mor- 
tal man. 

VIII.  It  may  be  inferred  from  the  doctrine,  That  penoni 
who  have  no  grace  may  have  a  very  great  and  affecting  sense 
of  many  divine  things  on  their  hearts. 

The  devil  has  not  only  great  speculative  knowledge,  but 
he  has  a  sense  of  many  divine  things,  which  deeply  afTecIs  biin, 
and  is  most  strongly  impressed  on  his  heart.     As, 

I.  The  devils  and  damned  souls  have  a  great  sense  of  the 
vast  importance  of  the  things  of  another  world.  They  are  iii 
the  invisible  world,  and  they  see  and  know  how  great  the  things 
of  that  worid  are :  their  experience  teaches  them  in  the  most 
affecting  manner.  They  have  a  great  sense  of  the  worth  of 
salvation,  and  the  worth  of  immortal  souls,  and  the  vast  impor- 
tance of  those  thinga  that  concern  men's  eternal  welfare.  The 
parable  in  the  latter  end  of  the  leth  chapter  of  Luke  teaches 
this,  in  representing  (he  rich  man  in  hell,  as  entreating  that  La- 
zarus might  be  sent  to  his  five  brothers,  lo  testily  unto  tbem,  lest 
they  should  come  to  that  place  of  torment.     They  who  endure 
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the  torments  of  hell  have  doubtleBs  a  most  lively  and  affecting 
sense  of  the  Tastness  of  an  endiesB.ctcrnitj,  and  of  the  compara- 
tive  momentariaesB  of  thia  life,  and  the  vanity  of  tlie  concerns 
and  enjoyments  of  time. — They  are  convinced  effectually,  that 
all  the  things  of  thia  world,  even  those  that  appear  greatest  and 
moat  important  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  are  despicable 
trifles,  in  comparison  of  the  things  of  the  eternal  world.  They 
have  a  great  sense  of  the  preciousness  of  time,  and  of  the  means 
of  grace,  and  the  inestimable  value  of  the  privileges  which  they 
enjoy  which  live  under  the  gospel.  They  are  fully  sensible  of 
the  folly  of  those  that  go  on  in  sin ;  neglect  their  opportunities  j 
make  light  of  the  counsels  and  warnings  of  God ;  and  bitterly 
lament  their  exceeding  folly  in  their  own  sins,  by  which  they 
have  brought  on  themselves  so  great  and  remediless  misery. 
When  sinners,  by  woful  experience,  know  the  dreadful  issue  of 
their  evil  way,  they  will  mourn  at  the  last,  saying,  how  have  I 
baled  instruction,  and  my  heart  despised  reproof,  and  have  not 
obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers,  nor  inclined  mine  ear  to  them 
that  instructed  me !  Prov.  iv.  II,  13,  13. 

Tberefore,  however  true  godliness  is  now  attended  with  a  great 
sense  of  the  importance  of  divine  things — and  it  is  rare  that 
men  who  have  no  grace  maintain  such  a  sense  in  any  steady  and 
persevering  manner — yet  it  is  manifest  those  thioga  are  no  cer- 
tain evidences  of  grace.  Unregencratc  men  may  have  a  sens^ 
of  the  importance  of  eternity,  and  the  vanity  of  time  ;  the  worth 
of  immortal  souls ;  the  preciousnesa  of  time  and  the  means  of 
grace,  and  the  folly  of  the  way  of  allowed  sin.  They  may  have 
such  a  sense  of  those  things,  as  may  deeply  aB*ect  them,  and 
cause  them  to  moarn  for  their  own  sins,  and  be  much  concerned 
for  others ;  though  it  be  true,  they  have  not  these  things  in  the 
same  manner,  and  in  all  respects  from  the  same  principles  aitd 
views  as  godly  men  have  them. 

2.  Devils  and  damned  men  hax'e  a  strong  and  most  aBect- 
ing  sense  of  the  awful  greatness  and  majesty  of  God.  This  is 
greatly  made  manifest  in  the  execution  of  divine  vengeance  on 
hia  enemies.  Rom.  itc.  22.  "  What  if  God,  willing  to  show  his 
wrath,  and  to  make  hia  power  known,  endured  with  much  long- 
suffering  the  vessels  of  wrath  fitted  to  destruction  ?"  The  de- 
vils tremble  before  this  great  and  terrible  God,  and  under  a 
strong  sense  of  his  awful  majesty.  It  is  greatly  manifested  to 
them  and  damned  souls  now ;  but  shall  be  manifested  in  a  further 
degree,  in  that  day  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from 
heaven  in  flaming  fire,  to  take  vengeance  upon  them  ;  and  when 
they  shall  earnestly  desire  to  fly,  and  be  hid  from  the  face  of 
him  that  sits  on  the  throne,  (which  shall  be,  "because  of  the 
glory  of  his  majesty,'^  laa.  ii.  10,)  and  when  they  s^all  be  pu- 
niahed  with  everlasting  destruction,  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power.    When  Christ  comes  af 
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tbe  last  day,  in  the  glory  of  Us  Father,  every  eye  sh:         

in  that  glory,  (in  this  respect,  that  they  shall  see  his  terrible  n 
jesty,)  and  they  also  that  pierced  him,  Rev.  i.  7.  Both  tbi 
devils  and  wicked  men,  which  tormented  and  insulted  him  when 
be  appeared  in  meanness  and  ignominy,  shall  then  see  him  in 
the  glory  of  his  Father. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  a  sense  of  God's  terrible  ma- 
jesty is  no  certain  evidence  of  saving  grace :  for  we  see  thatwicked 
men  and  devils  are  capable  of  it ;  yea,  many  wicked  men  in  this 
world  have  actually  had  it.  This  is  a  manifestation  which  God  - 
made  of  himself  in  the  sight  of  that  wicked  congregation  at 
Mount  Sinai,  which  they  saw,  and  with  which  Ihey  were  deeply  . 
afiected,  so  that  all  the  people  in  the  camp  trembled.  i 

5.  Devils  and  damned  men  have  some  kind  of  convicttOD 
and  sense  of  all  attributes  of  God,  both  natural  and  moral,  that 
18  strong  and  very  alfecting. 

The   devils    know  God's   almighty  power:     they  saw  a 
great  manifestation  of  it,  when   they  saw  God  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  the  earth,  &c.,  and  were  much  affected  with  it. — 
They  have  seen  innumerable   other  great  demonBtrattotis  of  ' 
bis   power;     as   in  the  universal  deluge,   the  destruction  of   ' 
Sodom,  the  wonders  in  Egypt,  at  the  Red  Sea,  and  id  (be 
wilderness ;    causing  the  sun  to  stand  still  in  Joshua's  tlme^ 
and  many  olhere.     And  they  had  a  very  alTecting  manifestattoB 
of  God's  mighty  power  on  themselves,  in  casting  all  their  hosts    i 
down  from  heaven  into  hell ;     and  have  continual  aficctiog 
experience  of  it,  in  God's  reserving  them  in  strong  chains  of 
darkness,  and  in  the  strong  pains  they  feel.     They  will  here- 
after have   far  more  aJTecting  experience  of    it,  when   they    '. 
shall  be  punished  from  the  glory  of   God'a  power,  will)  tliat    ' 
mighty  destruction,  in  expectation  of  which,  they  now  tremble. 
So  the  devils  have  a  great  knowledge  of  the  Toisdom  of  God  : 
they  have  had  unspeakably  more  opportunity  and  occasion  to    , 
observe  it  in  the  work  of  creation,  and  also  in  the   worka  of 
Providence,  than  any  mortal  man  has  ever  had  ;  and  have  b«e&    ' 
tlieroselves  the  subjects  of  innumerable  affecting  manifestations 
of  it,   in  God'a   disappointing   and  confounding  them  in  tbeir 
most  subtle  devices,  in  so  wonderful  and  amazing  a  manner. 
So  (hey  see  and  bnd  the  infinite  purity  and  kolinest  of  the  di- 
vine nature,  in  the  most  affecting  manner,  as  this  appears  in  his  ■ 
intinite  hatred  of  sin,  in  what  they  feel  of  the  dreadful  effects  of 
that  hatred.     They  know  already,  by  what  they  suffer,  and  will 
know  hereafter   to   a  greater  degree,   and  far  more  afTecttng 
manner,  (hat  such  is  (he  opposition  of  God's  nature  (o  sin,  that 
it  it  like  3  consuming  fire,  which  bums  with  infinite  vehemence 
against  it.      They,  also,  will  see  the  holiness  of  God,  as  exor- 
cised in  his  love  to  righteousness  and  holiness,  in  the  glory  ^^ 
Cbrist  and  his  church ;  which,  also,  will  be  very  affecting  to 
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devils  and  wicked  men.  Aod  the  exact  justice  of  God  will  be 
inaDifested  to  them  in  the  clearest  and  strongest,  most  convin- 
cing, and  moat  affecting  light,  at  the  day  of  judgment;  when 
tbey  will  also  sec  great  and  affecting  demonstrations  of  the 
ricnei  of  his  grace,  in  the  marvellous  fruits  of  his  love  to  the 
vessels  of  jwrctf ,-  when  they  shall  see  them  at  the  right  band 
of  Christ,  shining  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father, 
and  shall  hear  the  blessed  sentence  pronounced  upon  them; 
and  will  be  deeply  aSccted  with  it,  as  seems  naturally  implied 
in  Luke  xiii.  38,  29.  The  devils  know  God's  truth,  and, 
therefore,  they  believe  his  thrcatenings,  and  tremble  in  ex- 
pectation of  their  accomplishment.  And  wicked  men,  that 
now  doubt  his  truth,  and  dare  not  trust  his  word,  will,  hereaf- 
ter, in  the  most  convincing,  affecting  manner,  find  his  word  to 
be  true  in  all  that  he  has  threatened,  and  will  see  that  he 
is  faithful  to  his  promises  in  the  rewards  of  his  saints.  Devils 
and  damned  men  know  that  God  is  eternal  and  unchangeable ; 
and,  therefore,  they  despair  of  there  ever  being  an  end  to  their 
mise^.  Therefore,  it  is  manifest,  that  merely  persons  having 
an  affecting  sense  of  some,  or  even  of  all  God's  attributes,  is 
CO  certain  sign  that  they  have  the  true  grace  of  God  in  their 
bearta. 

Object.  Here,  possibly,  some  may  object  against  the 
force  of  the  foregoing  reasoning.  That  ungodly  men  in  this 
world  are  in  exceeding  different  circumstances  from  those  in 
which  the  devils  are,  and  from  those  which  wicked  men  will  be 
in  at  the  day  of  judgment.  Those  things  which  arc  visible  and 
present  to  these,  are  now  future  and  invisible  to  the  other ;  and 
wicked  men  in  this  world  are  in  the  body,  that  clogs  and  Iiin- 
ders  the  soul,  and  are  encompassed  with  objecte  that  blind  and 
stapify  them.  Therefore,  it  docs  not  follow,  that  because  the 
wicked  in  another  world  have  a  great  apprehension  and  lively 
sense  of  such  things,  without  grace,  ungodly  men  in  their  pre- 
ecnt  state  mav  have  the  same- 

Ans.  To  this  1  answer:  It  is  not  supposed,  that  ever 
men  in  this  life  have  all  those  things  which  have  been  men- 
tioned, to  the  same  degree  that  the  devils  and  damned  have 
them.— None  suppose,  that  ever  any  in  this  life  have  terrors  of 
conscience  to  an  equal  degree  with  them.  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  any  mortal  man,  whether  godly  or  ungodly,  has  an 
equal  degree  of  speculative  knowledge  with  the  devil.  And. 
a>  vras  just  now  observed,  the  wicked,  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
wilt  have  a  vastly  greater  idea  of  the  external  glory  of  Christ, 
than  ever  any  have  in  the  present  state.  So,  doubtless,  tlicy 
will  have  a  ^r  greater  sense  of  God's  awful  greatness  and  terri- 
ble majesty,  than  any  could  subsist  under  in  this  frail  state.  Sn 
we  may  well  conclude,  that  the  devils  and  wicked  men  in  hell, 
have  a  greater  and  more  affecting  sense  of  the  vastness  of  etrr 
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1    2ti   uxiss  '1  uxaiticr 'vcctiL  -.zaz,  izj  here  ^i^^f  .  uxd  dtof 

tuiJic^    II  "iitt  ^satifi  k^rd  w»;li  fkrvzls  ^nd  danined   sua:    tfi» 

uie*juan».  thf:  -t^rrif;  »f;ri3e  of  tb:nzs?  the  same  kirc  os 
:iuiis  on  th^  mir:d.  ^tA  ori  th«;  he^rt.  Tne  obiecoon  u 
:iie  coGcIij.Vivfir.fr^it  of  th^t  rea-ofiicf  which  U  the  aposde^s^  more 
properij  than  rr*iiie.  77i^  sipo&ile  Judged  i:  a  conclusive  arga- 
neiit  at^irist  such  %a  Uiougbt  their  beliering  there  waa  one  God, 
an  erid^nce  of  their  being  i^ciou£.  that  the  devils  be&ered  ifae 
fame.  So  the  argument  is  ezactJj  the  same  againU  waA  as 
think  (hej  have  grace,  because  they  believe  God  b  a  ho^  God. 
or  because  they  have  a  sense  of  the  awful  majestj  of 
The  same  maj  be  observed  of  other  things  that  have  bBBc 
tiooed.  Mj  text  has  reference,  not  only  to  the  act  of  litt 
derstandin^  of  devils  in  believing,  but  to  that  aflectiaL  di. 
hearts  which  accompanies  the  views  they  have ;  aa 
is  an  effect  of  the  affection  of  the  heart.  Which  sbowsb  ikst  it 
men  have  both  the  same  views  of  understanding,  and.  abo,  the 
same  affections  of  heart  that  the  devils  have,  it  is  no  s^  of 
grace. 

And  as  to  the  particular  degree  (o  which  these  things  may 
he  carried  in  men  in  this  world  without  grace,  it  apppears  not 
safe  to  make  use  of  it  as  an  infallible  rule  to  determine  men*s 
state*  I  know  not  where  we  have  any  rule  to  go  by.  to  fix  the 
precise  degree  in  which  God  by  his  providence,  or  his  common 
influences  on  the  mind,  will  excite  in  wicked  men  in  this  world, 
the  same  views  and  affections  which  the  wicked  have  in 
another  world  ;  which,  it  is  manifest,  the  former  are  capable  of 
as  well  as  the  latter,  having  the  same  faculties  and  principles  of 
soul ;  and  which  views  and  affections,  it  is  evident,  they  often 
are  actually  the  subjects  of  in  some  degree,  some  in  a  greater, 
and  some  in  a  less  degree.  The  infallible  evidences  of  grace 
which  are  laid  down  in  scripture  are  of  another  kind  :  they  are 
all  of  a  holy  and  spiritual  nature ;  and  therefore  things  of  that 
kind  which  a  heart  that  is  wholly  carnal  and  corrupt  cannot  re- 
ceive or  experience,  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  I  might  also  here  add,  that 
observation  and  experience,  in  very  many  instances,  seem  to 
4'onfinn  what  scripture  and  reason  teaches  in  these  things. 

The  second  use  may  be  of  self-examination. 

Let  the  things  which  have  been  observed  put  all  on  exami- 
ning themselves,  and  inquiring,  whether  they  have  any  better 
oviuences  of  snyinc;  grace,  than  such  as  have  been  mentioned. 
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We  see  how  the  infallible  Spirit  of  God,  in  the  text,  plainly 
represents  the  things  of  which  the  devils  are  the  subjects,  as  no 
sure  sign  of  grace.  And  we  have  now,  in  some  instances,  ob- 
served how  far  the  devils  and  damned  men  go,  and  will  go  in 
their  experience,  their  knowledge  of  divine  things,  their  belief 
of  truth,  their  awakenings  and  terrors  of  conscietice,  their  con- 
viction of  guilt,  and  of  the  justice  of  God  in  their  eternal  dread- 
ful damnation,  their  longings  after  salvation,  their  sight  of  the 
external  glory  of  Christ  and  heavenly  things,  their  sense  of  the 
vast  importance  of  the  things  of  religion,  and  another  world ; 
their  sense  of  the  awful  greatness  and  terrible  majesty  of  God, 
yea,  of  all  God^s  attributes.  These  things  may  well  put  us  on 
serious  self-examination,  whether  we  have  any  thing  to  evidence 
our  good  estate,  beyond  what  the  devils  have.  Christ  said  to 
his  disciples,  *^  Except  your  righteousness  exceed  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  f '  so  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  in  his  apostle 
James,  does  in  effect  say,  in  my  text.  Except  what  you  experi- 
ence in  your  souls  go  beyond  the  experiences  of  devils,  ye  shall 
in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Here,  it  may  be,  some  will  be  ready  to  say,  I  have  some- 
thing besides  all  these  things  ;  what  the  devils  have  not,  even 
love  and  joy. 

I  answer,  You  may  have  something  besides  the  experiences 
of  devils,  and  yet  nothing  beyond  them.  Though  the  experi- 
ence be  diflerent,  yet  it  may  not  be  owing  to  any  difierent  prin- 
cipley  but  only  the  different  circumstances  under  which  these 
principles  are  exercised.  The  principles  from  whence  the 
fore-mentioned  things  in  devils  and  damned  men  arise,  are  these 
two,  natural  understanding  and  self-love.  It  is  from  these  prin- 
ciples of  natural  understanding  and  self-love,  as  exercised  about 
their  own  dispositions  and  actions,  and  God  as  their  judge,  that 
they  have  natural  conscience,  and  have  such  convictions  of  con- 
science as  have  been  spoken  of.  It  is  from  these  principles  that 
they  have  such  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  things  of  reli- 

f^on,  and  the  eternal  world,  and  such  longings  after  salvation, 
t  is  from  the  joint  exercise  of  these  two  principles  that  they  are 
so  sensible  of  the  awful  majesty  of  God,  and  of  all  the  attributes  of 
the  divine  nature,  and  so  greatly  affected  with  them.  And  it 
is  from  these  principles,  joined  with  external  sense,  the  wicked, 
at  the  day  of  judgment,  will  have  so  great  an  apprehension  of, 
and  will  be  so  greatly  affected  by  the  external  glory  of  Christ 
and  his  saints.  And  that  you  have  a  kind  of  love,  or  gratitude 
and  joy,  which  devils  and  damned  men  have  not,  may  possibly 
not  arise  from  any  other  principles  in  your  heart  different  from 
these  two,  but  only  from  these  principles  as  exercised  in  diffe- 
rent circumstances.  As  for  instance,  your  being  a  subject  of 
the  restraining  grace  of  God,  and  under  circumstances  of  hope. 
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The  natural  understanding  and  sclf-loTG  of  devils  possibly  mi^U 
affect  (bem  in  Ihe  same  manner,  if  they  were  in  Ihe  same  fitr- 
cumstanccs.  If  your  love  to  God  has  its  first  source  from  no- 
thing else  than  a  supposed  immediate  divine  witnees,  oruij 
other  supposed  evidence,  that  Christ  died  for  you  in  particular, 
and  that  God  loves  you  ;  it  springs  from  no  higher  principles 
than  self-love  ;  which  is  a  principle  that  reigns  in  the  hearts  of 
devils.  Self-love  is  sufficient,  without  grace,  to  cause  men  (o 
love  those  that  love  them,  or  that  they  imagine  love  them,  and 
make  much  of  them;  Luke  vi.  32.  "  For  if  ye  love  them 
which  love  you,  what  thank  have  you?  For  sinners  also  love 
those  that  love  them."  And  would  not  the  hearts  of  devils  be 
filled  with  great  joy,  if  they,  by  any  means,  should  take  up  a 
confident  persuasion  that  God  pardoned  them,  and  was  become 
Iheir  friend,  and  that  they  should  he  dehvcred  from  that  wrath 
of  which  they  now  are  in  trembling  expectation.  If  the  devils 
go  BO  far  as  you  have  heard,  even  in  their  circumstances,  being 
totally  cast  off,  and  given  up  to  unrestrained  wickedness,  being 
without  hope,  knowing  that  God  is,  and  ever  will  be  their  ene- 
my, they  sufTering  his  wrath  without  mercy  :  how  far  may  we 
reasonably  suppose  they  might  go,  in  imitation  of  grace  and  pi- 
ous experience,  if  they  had  the  same  degree  of  knowledge,  as 
clear  views,  and  as  strong  conviction,  under  circumstances  of 
hope,  and  offers  of  mercy  ;  and  being  the  subjects  of  common 
grace,  rcstrainiug  their  corruptions,  and  assisting  and  exciting 
tiie  natural  principles  of  reason,  conscience,  &ic.  ?  Such  things, 
or  any  thing  like  them,  in  the  heart  of  a  sinner  in  this  world  ;  at 
the  same  time  that  be,  from  some  strong  impression  on  his  ima- 
gination, has  suddenly,  after  great  terrors,  imbibed  a  confidence, 
that  now  this  great  God  is  his  Friend  and  Father,  has  released 
him  from  all  the  misery  he  feared,  and  has  promised  him  eternal 
happiness:  I  say,  such  things  would,  doubtless,  vastly  bei^ten 
his  ecstacy  of  joy,  and  raise  the  exercise  of  natural  gratitude, 
(that  principle  from  whence  sinners  love  those  that  love  tbem,). 
and  would  occasion  a  great  imitation  of  many  graces  in  strong 
exercises.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  multitudes  under  such  • 
sort  of  affection  are  deceived  ?  Especially  when  they  have  de. 
vils  to  help  forward  the  delusion,  whose  great  subtilty  nas  chief- 
ly been  onercised  in  deceiving  mankind  through  all  past  gene- 
rations. 

Ifjq.  Here  possibly  some  may  be  ready  to  iniiuire,  IfJ 
he  so  many  things  which  men  may  experience  from  no  ML 
principles  Itian  are  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  devils ;  whatT.,^ 
those  exercises  and  aflcclions  that  arc  of  a  higher  nature,  wbim    ' 
I  must  find  in  my  heart,  and  which  1   may  justly  look  Hpoo  as 
•ore  signs  of  the  saving  grace  of  God's  Spirit  ?  ~ 
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Ans.  I  answer,  those  exercises  and  afiections  which  are 
good  evidences  of  grace,  differ  from  all  that  the  devils  have,  and 
all  that  can  arise  from  such  principles  as  are  in  their  hearts,  in 
two  things,  viz.  Hbeir  foitndalion  and  their  tendencym 

1.  They  differ  in  their  ^ounda/ton,  or  in  that  belonging  to 
tbem  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  rest  that  pertains  to 
them,  viz.  an  apprehension  or  sense  of  the  supreme  holy  beauty 
and  comeliness  of  divine  things,  as  they  are  in  themselves,  or  in 
their  own  nature. 

Of  this  the  devils  and  damned  in  hell  are,  and  for  ever  will 
be,  entirely  destitute.  This  the  devib  once  had,  while  they 
stood  in  their  integrity ;  but  they  wholly  lost  it  when  they  fell. 
And  this  is  the  only  thing  that  can  be  mentioned  pertaining  to 
the  deviPs  apprehension  and  sense  of  the  divine  Being,  that  he 
did  lose.  Nothing  else  belonging  to  the  knowledge  of  God  can 
be  devised,  of  which  he  is  destitute.  It  has  been  observed  that 
there  is  no  one  attribuie  of  the  divine  nature,  but  what  he  knows, 
with  a  strong  and  very  affecting  conviction.  This  I  think  is  evi- 
dent  and  undeniable.  But  to  the  supreme  beauty  of  the  divine 
nature  he  is  altogether  blind.  He  sees  no  more  of  it,  than  a 
man  born  perfectly  blind  does  of  colours.  The  great  sight  he 
has  of  the  attributes  of  God  gives  him  an  idea  and  strong  sense 
of  his  awful  majesty,  but  no  idea  of  his  beauty  and  comeliness. 
Though  he  has  seen  so  much  of  God^s  wonderful  works  of  power, 
wisdom,  holiness,  justice,  and  truth,  and  his  wonderful  works  of 
grace  to  mankind,  for  so  many  thousand  years,  and  has  had  occa- 
sion to  observe  them  with  the  strongest  attention ;  yet  all  serves 
not  to  give  him  the  least  sense  of  his  divine  beauty.  And  though 
the  devils  should  continue  to  exercise  their  mighty  powers  of 
mind  with  the  strongest  intention  ;  and  should  take  things  in  all 
■possible  views,  in  every  order  and  arrangement ;  yet  they  never 
will  see  this.  So  little  akin  is  the  knowledge  they  have  to  this, 
that  the  great  degrees  of  that  knowledge  bring  them  no  nearer 
to  it.  Yet  the  more  knowledge  they  have  of  God  of  that  kind, 
the  more  do  they  hate  God.  That  wherein  the  beauty  of  the 
divine  nature  does  most  essentially  consist,  viz.  his  holiness,  or 
moral  excellency,  appears  in  their  eyes  farthest  from  beauty* 
It  is  on  that  very  account  chiefly  that  he  appears  hateful  to  them. 
The  more  holiness  they  see  in  him,  the  more  hateful  he  appears  : 
the  greater  their  sight  is  of  his  holiness,  the  higher  is  their  hatred 
of  him  raised.  And  because  of  their  hatred  of  his  holiness,  they 
hate  him  the  more,  the  more  they  see  of  his  other  attributes. 
They  would  hate  a  holy  Being,  whatever  his  other  attributes 
were ;  but  they  hate  such  a  holy  Being  the  worse,  for  his  being 
infinitely  wise,  and  infinitely  powerful,  &c.  more  than  they  would 
do,  if  they  saw  in  him  less  power  and  less  wisdom. 

The  wicked,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  will  sec  every  thing 
else  in  Christ  but  his  beauty  and  amiableness.     There  is  no  one 
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quality  or  property  of  his  person  that  can  be  thought  of,  but 
what  will  be  set  before  them  in  the  strongest  light  at  that  daVy 
but  only  such  as  consist  in  this.  They  will  see  him  comine  m 
the  clouds  of  heaven,  '^  in  power,  and  great  glory,  in  the  gbiy 
of  his  Father.^^  They  will  have  that  view  of  his  external  ^nr^ 
which  is  vastly  beyond  what  we  can  imagine ;  and  they  w^Il 
have  the  strongest  and  most  convincing  demonstrations  of  all 
liis  attributes  and  perfections.  They  will  have  a  sense  of  his 
great  majesty,  that  will  be,  as  it  were,  infinitely  aficctingto  them. 
They  shall  be  made  to  know  efiectually,  '^  that  he  is  tm  Lord.'' 
They  shall  see  what  he  is,  and  what  he  does ;  his  nature  and 
works  shall  appear  in  the  strongest  view  :  but  his  infinite  beautj 
and  amiableness,  which  is  all  in  all,  and  without  which  every 
other  property  is  nothing,  and  worse  than  nothing,  they  will  not  ' 
see. 

Therefore  in  a  sight  or  sense  of  this,  fundamentally  consists 
the  difierence  between  the  saving  grace  of  God's  Spirit  and  the 
experiences  of  devils  and  damned  souls.     This  is  the  foundation 
of  every  thing  else  that  is  distinguishing  in  true  Chriitian  expe^ 
rience.     This  is  the  foundation  of  the  faith  of  God's  elect. 
This  gives  the  mind  a  saving  belief  of  the  truth  of  divine 
things.     It  is  a  view  of  the  excellency  of  the  gospel,  or  sense 
of  the  divine  beauty  and  amiableness  of  (he  scheme  of  doc- 
trine there  exhibited,  that  savingly  convinces  the  mind  that 
it  is  indeed  divine  or  of  God.     Ihis  account  of  the  matter  is 
plainly  implied  ;  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4.     "  But  if  our  gospel  beliid,  it 
is  hid  to  Ihcm  that  arc  lost,  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath 
blinded  the  minds  of  llicm  that  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  the 
glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine 
into  lliem."     And,  verse  G,  "  For  God,  who  commanded  the 
light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jesus  Christ."     It  is  very  evident  that  a  saving  belief  of  the  * 
gospel  is  here  spoken  of  by  the  apostle,  as  arising  from  a  view 
of  the  divine  glory  or  beauty  of  the  things  it  exhibits.     It  is 
by  this  view  that  the  soul  of  a  true  convert  is  enabled  savingly 
to  see  the  suflicicncy  of  Christ  for  his  salvntion.     He  that  has 
his  eyes  opened  to  behold  the  divine  superlative  beauty  and  love- 
liness of  Jesus  Christ,  is  convinced  of  his  snfliciency  to  stand  as 
a  Mediator  between  him,  a  guilty  hell-deserving  wretch,  and  an 
infinitely  holy  (iod,  in  an  exceeding  dilfi  ronl  manner  than  ever 
he  can  be  convinced  by  llio  arguments  of  authors  or  preachers, 
however  excclicnf. 

When  ho  once  comes  to  see  Christ's  divine  loveliness,  he 
wonders  no  more  that  he  is  thought  worthy  by  (iod  the  Father, 
to  be  .icceptcd  for  the  vilest  siniirr.  Now  it  is  not  difiicult  for 
him  to  con<*eive  how  the  blood  of  Christ  should  be  esteemed  b^- 
tJod  so  precious  a*!  io  be  wortiiy  to  be  accepted  as?  a  compensa- 
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iion  for  the  greatest  sins.  Tlic  ediiI  now  properly  sees  (he  pre- 
ciousnesfl  of  Christ,  and  so  does  properly  see  and  underEland  tlir 
very  ground  and  reason  o(  his  acceptablencss  to  God,  and  tlin 
value  God  sets  on  his  blood,  obedience,  and  intercession.  This 
satisfies  ttie  poor  guilty  sool,  and  gives  it  rest,  when  the  finest 
and  most  elaborate  disconrsea  about  the  sufficiency  of  Christ  and 
suitableness  of  the  way  of  salvatioD,  would  not  do  it.  1\1ivn  u 
man  comes  to  see  the  proper  foundation  of  faith  and  afTiancc 
irith  his  own  eyes,  then  he  believes  savingly.  "  He  that  sceth 
the  Son,  and  beuercth  on  him,  hath  everlasting  life  ;"  John  vi. 
40.  When  Christ  thus  manifeets  God's  name  lo  men,  then  llicv 
believe  that  a)l  things  whatsoever  God  has  given  (o  phrist  arc 
of  bim,  and  believe  that  Christ  was  sent  of  God  ;  John  xvii.  <>. 
7,  &.  And  "  they  that  thus  know  Christ's  name  will  trust  ii> 
him;"  Psalm  ix.  10.  In  order  to  true  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God  is  revealed  in  men,  Gal.  i.  15,  16.  And  it  is  tlii^ 
sight  of  the  divine  beauty  of  Christ,  that  bows  the  wills,  and 
draws  the  hearts  of  men.  A  sight  of  the  greatness  of  God  in 
his  attributes  may  overwhelm  men,  and  be  more  than  they  can 
endure ;  but  the  enmity  and  opposition  of  the  heart  may  remain 
in  its  full  strength,  and  the  will  remain  inllcxible.  Wheren^ 
one  glimpse  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  glory  of  God,  and  Uic  su- 
preme amiableness  of  Jesus  Christ  shining  into  the  heart,  over 
comes  and  abolishes  this  opposition,  and  inclines  the  soul  t« 
Christ,  as  it  were,  by  an  omnipotent  power.  So  that  now,  not 
onlv  the  understanding,  but  the  will  and  the  whole  soul  receive? 
nnd  embraces  the  Saviour.  This  is  most  certainly  the  discovery, 
which  is  the  first  intemal  foundation  of  a  saving  faith  in  Christ 
in  the  soul  of  the  true  convert,  nud  not  any  immediate  outward 
or  inward  witness  that  Christ  loves  him,  or  that  he  died  for  bim 
in  particular,  and  is  his  Saviour;  so  begetting  confideiico  and 
joyy  and  a  seeming  love  lo  Christ,  because  he  loves  him.  By 
such  faith  and  conversion,  (demonstrably  vain  and  counterfeit,) 
multitudes  have  been  deluded.  The  sight  of  the  glory  of  God. 
in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  works  true  supreme  love  to  God. 
'J'his  is  a  sight  of  the  proper  foundation  of  supreme  love  lo  God, 
viz.  tht  ntprtme  loi:eliness  of  hii  nature  ;  and  a  love  lo  him  on 
ihis  ground  is  truly  above  any  thing  that  can  come  from  a  mere 
principle  of  self-love,  which  is  in  the  hearts  of  devils  as  well  as 
men.  And  this  begets  true  spiritual  and  holy  joy  in  (he  soul. 
which  is  indeed  joy  in  God,  and  glorying  in  him,  and  not  rejoicing 
In  ourselves. 

This  sight  of  the  beauty  of  divine  things,  will  excite  triK 
desires  and  longings  of  soul  after  thoFc  llimgs  ;  not  like  Hi" 
longings  of  devils,  but  natural,  free  desires;  (he  desires  of  a[> 
petite,  the  thirstinga  of  a  new  nature,  as  a  new-born  babe  d<r 
fires  the  mother's  breasl :  and  as  a  hungry  man  longs  for  som'' 
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pleasant  food  he  thinks  of;   or,  as  the  thirsty  hart  pants  after 
the  cool  and  clear  stream. 

Tiiis  sense  of  divine  heauh/  is  tlie  first  thing  in  the  actaal 
change  made  in  the  soul  in  true  conversion,  and  is  the  founda- 
tion of  every  thing  else  helonging  to  that  change;  as  is  evident 
by  those  words  of  the  apostle,  2  Cor.  iii.  1 8.  ^'  Bat  we  all  witti 
open  Aicc,  beholding  as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are 
changed  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 

2.  Truly  gracious  affections  and  exercises  of  mind  differ 
from  such  as  arc  counterfeit,  which  arise  from  no  higher  prin<* 
ciples  than  arc  in  the  hearts  of  devils,  in  their  tendency  ;  and 
that  in  these  two  respects. 

( 1 .)  They  are  of  a  tendency  and  influence  very  contnnn^  to 
that  which  was  especially  the  deviPs  sin,  even  pride.  That 
pride  was  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  deviPs  sin,  is  manifest  from 
1  Tim.  iii.  6.  ^'  Not  a  novice,  lest,  being  lifted  up  with  pride, 
he  fall  into  the  condemnation  of  the  devil.^'  False  and  delu- 
sive experiences  evermore  tend  to  this,  though  oftentimes 
under  the  disguise  of  great  and  extraordinary  humility.  Spirit- 
ual pride  is  the  prevailing  temper  and  general  character  of 
hypocrites,  deluded  with  false  discoveries  and  affections^— - 
They  arc,  in  general,  of  a  disposition  directly  contrary  to  those 
two  things  belonging  to  the  Christian  temper,  directed  to  by 
the  apostle;  the  one  in  llom.  xii.  16.  ^'  Be  not  wise  in  your 
own  conceit  ;^'  and  the  other  in  Phil.  ii.  3.  ^'  Let  each  esteem 
others  better  than  themselves.'^  False  experience  is  conceited 
of  itself,  and  affected  with  itself.  Thus  he  that  has  false  humi- 
lity, is  much  affected  to  think  how  he  is  abased  bcfbre  God*-— 
lie  that  has  false  love,  is  affected,  when  he  thinks  of  the  great- 
ness of  his  love.  The  very  food  and  nourishment  of  false  ex- 
perience, is  to  view  itself,  and  take  much  notice  of  itself;  and, 
its  very  breath  and  life  is  to  be  some  way  showing  itself- — 
Whereas,  truly  gracious  views  and  affections,  arc  of  a  auitc 
contrary  tendency.  They  nourish  no  self-conceit ;  no  exalting 
notion  of  the  man's  own  righteousness,  experience,  or  privi- 
leges ;  no  high  conceit  of  his  humiliations.  They  incline  to  no 
ostentation,  nor  self-exaltation,  under  any  disguise  whatsoever. 
IJiit  that  sense  of  the  supreme,  holy  beauty,  and  glory  of  God 
and  Christ,  which  is  the  foundation  of  them,  mortifies  pride, 
and  truly  hinnbles  the  soul.  It  not  only  cuts  off  some  of  the 
outermost  branches,  but  i(  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  pride; 
il  alturs  the  very  nature  and  di'^position  of  the  heart.  The 
lii-lit  of  (;od's  beauty,  and  that  alone,  truly  shows  the  soul  its 
own  dt^formily.  and  "ircctuallv  inclines  it  to  exalt (iod  and  abase 
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(3.)  These  gracious  exercises  and  ntfvctions  dilfcr  iVom  l)i>i 
other  in  their  tendency  to  dcslroj-  Satan's  iitloii-:'t ;  and  that  in 
two  respects : 

First,  in  the  person  himxil/.  Tlicy  rauso  Ihi'  smil  to  h;.;.' 
every  evil  and  false  way,  and  to  produce  ur.ivci-:ial  holiness  til' 
heart  and  life,  disposing  hiin  to  make  llic  service  of  (iod,  tlic 
promotion  ofliis  glory,  and  (he  zood  of  inaiikUul.  Ilievery  hu»i- 
□CSB  of  hislilc;  whereas  those  lube  discoveries  and  afrcclioi)!> 
have  not  this  ellect.  There  may.  indeed,  be  great  zeal,  and  il 
great  deal  of  what  h  called  rchgion  \  but  i(  is  not  a  truly  Chris- 
tian zeal;  it  is  not  being  /ealoitsof  good  work!.  Their  leliijioii 
is  not  the  Hcnice  of  (lod  ;  it  is  not  .scckin.;  mid  i-erving  tJud  ; 
but,  indeed,  seekinir  and  i^crvin^  thcm^dvi-g.  Though  ther<^ 
may  be  a  change  of  life,  it  is  not  a  chaiigp  iVom  every  wicked 
way  to  a  uniform  ChriElian  hfu  and  practice,  hut  only  turning 
the  stream  of  corruption  from  one  channel  to  another.  Thus 
the  apostle  James  diiiingnishes,  in  our  context,  a  true  faith 
from  the  faith  of  dcvilf ;  James  ii.  10.  CO.  '^Tliou  helicvc:-! 
that  there  is  one  God.  The  devils  also  believe,  and  (rembl.-. 
But  wilt  (hou  know,  O  vain  man.  tliat  failh  v.ithoiit  works  ir 
dead  7''  And  thus  the  apostle  John  dislingiiisiic)'  trnn  commu- 
nion with  God ;  1  John  i.  €.,  7.  "  If  we  say  tlmt  wc  have  tW- 
lowship  witli  him,  and  walk  in  darknesf,  we  lie,  and  du  not  lie 
truth :  But  if  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  wc  hav-' 
fellowship  one  witli  another,  and  the  blg(-d  <if  Cliri-t  cleanscili 
us  from  all  sin.'-  By  this  he  disliiiKuishes  (rue  s|iinlnal  know  ■ 
ledge, chap.  ii.  3,  4.  "Hereby  we  do  know  that  wu  know  him 
if  we  keep  his  commandments.  Jh:  that  aaith.  I  know  hin.. 
andkecpeth  not  his  commandtnonts,  ia  a  liar,  and  the  tnilh  is  m.: 
in  him."  And  hereby  the  same  apostle  di^jtingui^hes  true  lovi.'. 
chap.  iii.  IG,  19,  "Let  us  not  iovc  in  word,  neither  in  tongU'-. 
bat  in  deed  (in  viorfr,  as  the  word  signifies)  and  in  truth.  Aini 
hereby  we  know  that  we  arc  of  the  trntli,  and  ah;tll  assure  m-.v 
hearts  before  him.'' 

3.  Truly  gracious  cxpcrieiices  have  :i  leiulency  to  doblii'V 
Satan's  interest  in  Ike  world. 

When  false  rcli^on,  consisting  in  the  coimUrlVils  uf  tin- 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  in  high  pretences  and  greit^ 
appearances  of  inward  experimental  religion,  prevails  among  a 
people — though  for  the  present  it  may  surprise  many,  and  may 
be  the  occasion  of  alarming  and  awakening  some  !>iiiner:>—  i; 
tends  greatly  to  wound  and  weaken  the  cause  of  vital  religion, 
and  to  strengthen  the  interest  of  Satan,  desperately  to  hariini 
the  hearts  of  sinners,  exceedingly  to  till  the  world  with  preiu- 
dice  against  the  power  of  godliness,  to  |iromolu  infiilclily  ami 
licentious  principles  and  practices,  to  huitd  up  and  nmkc  slroitu 
the  dcvirs  kingdom  in  (he  world,  mftr*'  than  open  vi'-f  and  pf 
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riinencss,  or  professed  Atheism,  or  public  persecution,  and,  per- 
haps, more  than  any  thing  else  whatsoever. 

But  it  is  not  so  with  true  religion,  in  its  genuine  beauty ^ — 
That,  if  it  prevails  in  great  power,  will,  doubtless,  excite  the 
rage  of  the  devil,  and  many  other  enemies  of  religion.  How- 
ever, it  gives  great  advantage  to  its  friends,  and  exceedingly 
strengthens  their  cause,  and  tends  to  convince  or  confound 
enemies.  True  religion  is  a  divine  light  in  the  souls  of  the 
saints ;  and,  as  it  shines  out  in  the  conversation  before  men,. 
it  tends  to  induce  others  to  glorify  God.  There  is  nothing  like 
it  (as  to  means)  to  awaken  the  consciences  of  men,  to  convince 
infidels,  and  to  stop  the  mouths  of  gainsayers. — Though  men 
naturally  hate  the  power  of  godliness,  yet  when  they  see  the 
fruits  of  it,  there  is  a  witness  m  their  consciences  in  its  favour. 
*-  He  that  serveth  Christ  in  righteousness,  and  peace,  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  acceptable  to  God,  and  approved  of  men,^' 
Jlom.  xiv.  17, 18.  The  prevailing  of  true  religion,  ever  tends. 
to  its  honour  in  the  world,  though  it  commonly  is  the  occasionu 
uf  great  persecution.  It  is  a  sure  thing,  the  more  It  appears,; 
and  is  exemplified  in  the  view  of  the  world,  the  more  will  it^ 
iionour,  and  the  honour  of  its  author,  be  advanced.  Phil.  i.  ll« 
'*  Being  lilled  with  the  fruits  of  righteousness,,  which  arc  by 
.Icsus  Christ  unto  the  glory  and  praise  of  God.^^ 

The  third  use  may  be  of  txhorlaiion^  to  seek  those  distin- 
^{ui&hing  qualifications  and  affections  of  soul,  which  neither  the 
'Icvil,  nor  any  unholy  being,  has,  or  can  have. 

How  excellent  is  that  inward  virtue  and  religion  which 
consists  in  those!  Herein  consists  the  most  excellent  expe- 
riences of  saints  and  angels  in  heaven.  Herein  consists  the 
best  experience  of  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  whether  in  his  hum- 
bled or  glorified  state.  Herein  consists  the  image  of  God. — 
Vea,  this  is  spoken  of  in  scripture  as  a  communication  of  some- 
thing of  God^s  own  beauty  and  excellency.  A  participation 
of  the  divine  nature,  2  Peter  i.  4.  A  partaking  of  his  holiness. 
Ileb.  xii.  10.  A  partaking  of  Christ's  fulness,  John  i.  16. 
Hereby  tlie  saints  arc  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God,  Eph. 
iii.  18,  19.  Hereby  they  have  fellowship  with  both  the  Father 
Hnd  the  Son,  1  John  i.  3  ;  that  is,  they  communicate  with  them 
in  their  happiness.  Yea,  by  means  of  this  divine  virtue,  there 
is  a  mutual  indwelling  of  God  and  the  saints ;  1  John  iv.  IC. 
•  God  is  love ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwcllcth  in  God 
-aul  God  in  him."* 

This  qualification  must  render  the  ponson  that  has  it,  ox 
•  client  and  happy  indeed,  and  doubtless  is  the  highest  dignity 
and  blessedness  of  any  creature.  This  is  the  peculiar  gift  ol' 
(lod,  which  lie  bostows  only  on  his  special  favourites.  As  to 
•ilver,  gold,  and  diamonds,  earthly  crowns  .and  kingdoms.  Im 
oOr»n  thn>w«  ilvMn  o«it  tr»  tho^o  whom  he  rstcom**  as  docs  and 
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airine ;  but  this  ia  the  peculiar  blessing  of  his  dear  chtldfeo. — 
This  is  what  flesh  aaa  blood  cannot  impart.  God  alone  can 
bestow  it.  This  was  the  special  benefit  which  Christ  died  to 
procure  for  his  elect,  the  most  excellent  token  of  his  everlast- 
ing  lore ;  the  chief  fruit  of  his  great  labours,  and  the  most  pre- 
cious purchaie  of  his  blood. 

By  this,  abore  all  other  things,  do  men  glorify  God.  By 
this,  above  all  other  things,  do  the  saints  shine  as  lights  in  the 
world,  and  are  blessings  to  mankind.  And  this,  above  all  thii^, 
tends  to  their  own  comfort ;  from  hence  arises  that  "peace 
which  passelh  all  understanding,"  and  that  "joy  which  u  un- 
speakable and  full  of  ^ory.^'  And  this  is  that  which  will  most 
certainly  issue  in  the  eternal  salvation  of  those  who  have  it. 
It  is  impossible  that  the  soul  possessing  it,  should  sink  and  perish. 
It  is  an  immortal  seed ;  it  is  eternal  life  begun  ;  and,  therefore, 
they  that  hare  it,  can  never  die.  It  is  the  dawning  of  the  light 
of  glory.  It  is  the  day-star  risen  in  the  heart,  that  is  a  sure 
foferunoer  of  that  sun's  rising  which  will  bring  on  an  everlast- 
ing day.  This  is  that  water  which  Christ  gives ;  which  is  in 
him  that  drinks  it,  "a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlast- 
ii^  life  ;'*  John  iv.  14.  It  ia  something  from  heaven,  of  a  hea- 
venly nature,  and  tends  to  heaven.  And  those  that  have  it, 
however  they  may  now  wander  in  a  wilderness,  or  be  tossed  to 
and  fro  on  a  tempestuous  ocean,  ahal)  certainly  arrive  in  hea- 
ven at  last,  where  this  heavenly  spark  shall  be  increased  and 
E effected,  and  the  souls  of  the  saints  all  be  transformed  into  a 
ri^t  and  pure  flame,  and  they  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in 
the  kii^dom  of  their  Father.    Am^n. 
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Hebbxws  v.  13. 


For  niun  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be  teachers,  ye  have  tued  that 
one  teach  you  again,  which  be  the  fint  principles  of  the  oracles 
of  God ;  arid  are  become  such  a»  have  need  of  milk,  and  not 
of  stroi^  meal. 

Thesk  words  are  a  complaint  which  the  apostle  makes 
against  the  Christiaa  Hebrews,  for  their  want  of  such  pro&cieocy 
ID  the  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  and  mysteries  of  religion, 
as  might  have  been  expected  of  them.  The  apostle  complains, 
tfaat  they  had  not  made  that  prepress  in  dieir  acquaintance 
with  the  things  taught  in  the  oracles  of  God  which  they  ouriit 
to  hare  made.  And  he  means  to  reprove  them,  not  merelj  for 
their  deficiency  in  spiritual  and  experimental  knowledge  of  di- 
vine things,  but  for  their  deficiency  in  a  doctrinal  acquaintance 
with  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  truths  of  Christian  divi- 
nity ;  81  ii  evident  by  the  manner  in  which  the  apostle  intro- 
duces this  reproof.  The  occasion  of  his  introducing  it  is  this :  id 
the  next  verse  but  one  preceding,  he  mentions  Christ  as  being 
"  called  of  God  an  high  priest  after  the  order  of  Melchizedec.'' 
Id  the  Old  Testament,  the  oracles  of  God,  Melcbizedec  was 
held  forth  as  an  eminent  type  of  Christ ;  and  the  accoant  we 
there  have  of  him  contains  many  gospel  mysteries.  Tbese  mys- 
teries the  apostle  was  willing  to  point  out  to  the  Christian  He- 
brews ;  but  he  apprehended,  that  through  their  weakness  in 
knowledge,  they  would  not  understand  him :  and  therefore 
breaks  on  for  the  present  from  saying  any  thing  about  Melcbi- 
zedec, (bus,  (ver.  1 1.)  "  Of  whom  we  have  many  things  to  say, 
aodbard  to  be  uttered;  seeing  ye  are  all  dull  of  beariw;*'  i.  e. 
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there  are  many  things  concerning  Melchizedec  which  contain 
vonderful  gospel  mjEteries,  and  which  1  would  take  notice  of 
to  you,  were  it  not  that  1  am  afraid,  that  through  your  dalness, 
and  backwardness  in  understanding  these  things,  you  would 
only  be  puzzled  and  confounded  by  my  discourse,  and  so  receive 
no  benefit :  and  that  it  would  be  too  hard  for  you,  as  meat  that 
is  too  strong. 

Then  come  in  the  words  of  the  text:  "For  when  for  the 
time  yc  ought  to  be  teachers,  yc  have  need  that  one  teach  joii 
again  which  be  the  6rst  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God-,  and 
arc  become  such  as  need  of  milk,  and  not  of  strong  meat:'' 
As  much  as  to  say,  indeed  it  might  have  been  expected  of  jou, 
that  you  should  have  known  enough  of  the  holy  Gcriplures,  lo 
be  able  to  understand  and  digeet  such  mysteries :  but  it  ia  not 
so  with  you.  The  apostle  speaks  of  their  proficiency  in  such 
knowledge  as  is  conveyed  by  hvman,  leaching:  as  appears' by 
that  expression,  "  When  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be  teacliers'  ;*' 
which  includes  not  only  a  practical  and  experimental,  but 
also  a  doctrinal  knowledge  of  the  truths  and  mysteries  of  religion. 
Again,  the  apostle  speaks  of  such  knowledge,  whereby 
Christians  are  enabled  to  understand  things  in  divinity  which 
ate  more  abstruse  and  didicult  to  be  understood,  and  which  re- 
quire great  skill  in  things  of  this  nature.  This  is  more  fully  ex- 
pressed in  the  t  no  next  verses:  "Foreveryone  that  useth  milk,  U 
unskilful  in  the  word  of  righteousness :  for  he  is  a  babe-  But 
strong  meat  bclongclh  to  them  that  are  of  full  age,  even  those 
who,  by  reason  of  use,  have  their  senses  exercised  to  discern 
both  good  and  evil."  It  is  such  knowledge,  that  proficiency  ia 
it  shall  carry  persons  beyond  the  first  principles  of  religion. 
As  here,  "  Ve  have  need  that  one  teach  you  again  which  be  the 
first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God."  Therefore  the  apostle, 
in  the  begmning  of  the  next  chapter  advises  (hem,  '^  to  leave 
the  first  principles  of  (he  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  to  go  on  unto 
perfection." 

We  may  observe  that  (he  fault  of  this  defect  appears,  in  tlul 
(hey  had  not  made  proficiency  according  to  their  (imo-— For 
the  lime,  they  ought  to  have  been  teachers.  As  they  were 
Christians,  their  business  was  to  learn  and  ^in  Christian  know- 
ledge. They  were  scholars  in  the  school  ol  Christ  -,  and  if  ibey 
had  improved  their  time  in  learning  as  they  ought  to  have  doDC, 
they  might  by  the  lime  when  the  apostle  wrote,  have  beeo  fit  to 
be  teachers  in  this  school.  To  whatever  business  any  one  ii 
devoted,  it  may  be  expected  that  his  perfection  in  it  shall  be 
answerable  to  the  time  he  has  had  to  learn  and  perfect  himself* — 
Christians  should  not  always  remain  babes,  but  should  grow  in 
Christian  knowledge ;  and  leaving  the  food  of  babes,  they  Ghal) 
learn  to  digest  strong  meat. 
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Doctrine.  Every  Christian  should  make  a  business  of 
endeavouring  to  grow  in  knowledge  in  divinity. — This  is  indeed 
esteemed  the  business  of  divines  and  ministers ;  it  is  commonly 
thought  to  be  their  work,  by  the  study  of  the  scriptures,  and 
other  instructive  books,  to  gain  knowledge,  and  most  seem  to 
think  that  it  may  be  left  to  them,  as  what  belongeth  not  to  others. 
But  if  the  apostle  had  entertained  this  notion,  he  would  never 
have  blamed  the  Christian  Hebrews  for  not  having  acquired 
knowledge  enough  to  be  teachers.  Or  if  he  had  thought,  that 
this  concerned  Christians  in  general  only  as  a  thing  by  the  bye. 
and  that  their  time  should  not  in  a  considerable  measure  be 
taken  up  with  this  business ;  he  never  would  have  so  much 
blamed  them,  that  their  proficiency  in  knowledge  had  not  been 
answerable  to  the  time  which  they  had  had  to  learn. 

In  handling  this  subject,  I  shall  show — ^what  is  intended 
by  divinity — ^what  kind  of  knowledge  in  divinity  is  intended — 
why  knowledge  in  divinity  is  necessary. 

And  why  all^  Christians  should  make  a  business  of  endea- 
vouring to  grow  in  this  knowledge* 


SECT.  I. 

JMiat   is   intended    by   Divinity,    as   the    Object    of  Christian 

Knowledge. 

Various  definitions  have  been  given  of  this  subject  by 
those  who  have  treated  on  it.  J  shall  not  now  stand  to  inquire 
which,  according  to  the  rules  of  art,  is  the  most  accurate  de- 
finition ;  but  shall  so  define  or  describe  it,  as  I  think  has  the 
greatest  tendency  to  convey  a  proper  notion  of  it.  It  is  that 
fcience  or  doctrine  which  comprehends  all  those  truths  and 
rules  which  concern  the  great  business  of  religion. 

There  are  various  kinds  of  arts  and  sciences  taughtand  learn- 
ed in  the  schools,  which  are  conversant  about  various  objects ; 
about  the  works  of  nature  in  general,  as  philosophy ;  or  the 
visible  heavens,  as  astronomy;  of  the  sea,  as  navigation; 
of  the  earth,  as  geography :  of  the  body  of  man,  as  physic  and 
anatomy ;  of  the  soul  of  man,  with  regard  to  its  natural  pow- 
ers and  qualities,  as  logic  and  pneumatology ;  or  about  hun^an 
government,  as  politics  and  jurisprudence.  But  one  science 
or  kind  of  knowledge  and  doctrine,  is  above  all  ibe  rest }  as  it 
treats  concerning  God  and  the  great  business  of  religion.  Di" 
vinity  is  not  learned,  as  other  sciences,  merely  by  the  improve* 
ment  of  man's  natural  reason,  but  is  taught  by  God  hhji^lf 
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in  a  book  full  of  iDstruction,  which  he  hatb  given  us  for  that 
end.  This  is  the  rule  which  God  hath  given  to  the  world 
to  be  their  guide  in  searching  after  this  kind  of  knowledge, 
and  is  a  summary  of  all  things  of  this  nature  needful  for  ui 
to  know.  Upon  this  account  divinity  is  rather  called  a  doc- 
trine, than  an  art  or  science. 

Indeed  there  is  what  is  called  natural  religion*  There 
are  many  truths  concerning  God,  and  our  duty  to  him, 
which  are  evident  by  the  light  of  nature.  But  Christian 
divinii^f  properly  so  called,  is  not  evident  by  the  light  of 
nature ;  it  depends  on  revelation.  Such  are  our  circom- 
stances  now  in  our  fallen  state,  that  nothing  which  it  is  needfiil 
for  us  to  know  concerning  God,  is  manifest  by  the  light 
of  nature,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
know  it.  For  the  knowledge  of  no  truth  in  divinity  is  of 
significance  to  us,  any  otherwise  than  as  it  some  way  or  other 
belongs  to  the  gospel  scheme,  or  as  it  relates  to  a  Mediator. 
But  the  light  of  nature  teaches  us  no  truth  in  Om  outtter, 
therefore  it  cannot  be  said,  that  we  conie  to  the  knowledge 
of  any  part  of  Christian  truth  by  the  light  of  nature.  It  is  omy 
the  word  of  God,  contained  in  the  Uld  and  New  Testament, 
which  teaches  us  Christian  divinity. 

This  comprehends  all  that  is  taught  in  the  scriptures, 
and  so  all  that  we  need  know,  or  is  to  be  known,  concerning 
God  and  Jesus  Christ,  concerning  our  duty  to  God,  and  our 
happiness  in  God.  Divinity  is  commonly  defined,  the  doctrine 
of  living  to  G(fd :  and  by  some  who  seem  to  be  more  accurate, 
the  doctrine  of  living  to  God  hy  Christ,  It  comprehends  all 
Christian  doctrines  as  they  are  in  Jesus,  and  all  Christian 
rules  directing  us  in  living  to  God  by  Christ.  There  is  no 
one  doctrine,  no  promise,  no  rule^  but  what  some  way  or  other 
relates  to  the  Christian  and  divine  life,  or  our  living  to  God  by 
Christ.  They  all  relate  to  this,  in  two  respects,  viz.  as 
they  tend  to  promote  our  living  to  God  here  in  this  world,  in  a 
life  of  faith  and  holiness,  and  also  as  they  tend  to  bring  oi 
to  a  life  of  perfect  holiness  and  happiness,  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  God  hereafter. 


SECT.  II. 

What   Kind    of   Knowledge    in    Divinity    is  intended  in  the 

Doctrine* 

There  are  two  kinds  of  knowledge  of  divine  trntfa,  viz. 
speculative  and  practical^  or  in  other  terms,  natural  and  <p* 
ritual.    The  former  remains  only  in  the  head.     No  otnei 
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faculty  but  the  understanding  is  concerned  in  it.  It  consists  of 
having  a  natural  or  rational  knowledge  of  the  things  of  religion* 
or  such  a  knowledge  as  is  to  be  obtained  by  the  natural  exer- 
cise of  our  own  faculties,  without  any  special  illumination  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  The  latter  rests  not  entirely  in  tfie  head, 
or  in  the  speculative  ideas  of  things,  but  the  heart  is  concerned 
in  it :  it  principally  consists  in  the  sense  of  the  heart.  The 
mere  intellect,  without  the  will  or  the  inclination,  is  not  the 
seat  of  it.  And  it  may  not  only  be  called  seeing,  but  feeling  or 
tasting.  Thus  there  is  a  diflTerence  between  having  a  right  spe* 
culative  notion  of  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  having  a  due  sense  of  them  in  ttie  heart.  In  the  former 
consists  the  speculative  or  natural  knowledge;  in  the  latter, 
consists  the  spiritual  or  practical  knowledge  of  them. 

Neither  of  these  is  intended  in  the  doctrine  ekclcisively  of 
the  other :  but  it  is  intended  that  we  should  seek  the  former  m 
wrder  to  the  latter.  The  latter,  or  the  spiritual  and  practical, 
is  of  the  greatest  importance ;  for  a  speculative,  without  a  spi- 
ritual knowledge,  is  to  no  purpose,  but  to  make  our  condemna- 
tion the  greater.  Yet  a  speculative  knowledge  is,  also,  of  infi- 
nite importance  in  this  respect,  ttiat  wi&out  it  we  can  have  no 
spiritoal  or  practical  knowledge. 

I  have  already  shown,  ttiat  the  apostle  speaks  not  only  of 
a  spiritual  knowledge,  but  of  such  as  can  be  acquired,  and  com- 
municated from  one  to  another.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  thought, 
that  he  means  this  exclusively  of  the  other.  But  be  would 
have  the  Christian  Hebrews  seek  the  one,  in  order  to  the  other. 
Therefore,  the  former  is  first  and  most  directly  intended ;  it  is 
intended,  that  Christians  should,  by  reading,  and  other  proper 
means,  seek  a  good  rational  krumledge  of  the  things  of  divinity  : 
while  the  latter  is  more  indirectly  mtended,  since  it  is  to  be 
sou^t  by  the  other.    But  1  proceed  to 


SECT.  III. 

The  Usefulness  and  NecessUy  of  the  Knowledge  of  Divine 

Truths. 

There  is  no  other  way  by  which  any  means  of  grace 
whatsoever  can  be  of  any  benefit,  but  by  knowledge.  All 
teadiing  is  in  vain,  without  learning.  Therefore,  the  preaching 
of  the  gesnel  would  be  wholly  to  no  purpose^  if  it  conveyed 
ne  hnowleoge  to  the  mind.  There  is  an  ordefr  of  men  wluch 
Christ  has  appointed,  on  purpose  to  be  teachers  in  his  church ; 
but  thev  teach  in  vain,  if  no  knowlectee  in  these  thinfls  is 
gained  Djrthbir  teaching.     It  is  impoesiMe  that  their  teacning 
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and  preaching  should  be  a  mean  of  grace,  or  of  any  good  in  the 
hearts  of  their  hearers,  any  otherwise  than  by  knowledge  im- 
parted to  the  undcralanding.  Otherwise  it  would  be  of  as 
much  bcneGt  to  the  auditory,  if  the  minister  should  preach  in 
some  unknown  tongue.  All  the  difference  is,  that  preaching 
in  a  known  tongue,  conveys  samelhing  to  the  understanding, 
which  preaching,  in  an  unknown  tongue,  does  not.  On  tliia 
account,  such  preaching  must  be  unprofitable,  tn  such  things, 
men  receive  nothing,  when  they  understand  nothing  ;  and  are  not 
at  all  edilied,  unless  some  knowledge  be  conveyed ;  agreeable 
to  the  apostle's  arguing.     1  Cor.  xiv.  2 — 6. 

No  speech  can  be  a  mean  of  grace,  but  by  conveying 
knowledge.  OUicrwise  the  speech  is  as  much  lost  as  if  there 
had  been  no  man  there,  and  if  he  that  spoke,  had  spoken  only 
into  the  air;  as  it  follows  in  the  passage  just  quoted,  vcrC — 10. 
God  deals  with  man  as  with  a  rational  creature;  and  wIigd 
faith  is  in  exercise,  it  is  not  about  something  he  knows  not 
wbaL  Therefore,  hearing  is  absolutely  necessary  to  faith ; 
because  hearing  is  necessary  to  understanding.  Rom.  x.  14. 
"  How  shall  Ihcy  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not 
heard  7"  In  tike  manner,  there  can  be  no  love  without  know- 
ledge. It  is  not  according  to  the  nature  of  the  human  soul,  to 
love  an  object  which  is  entirely  unknown.  The  heart  cannot 
be  set  upon  an  object  of  which  Uierc  is  no  idea  in  the  under- 
standing. The  reasons  which  induce  the  soul  to  love,  must 
first  be  understood,  before  they  can  have  a  reasonable  influence 
on  the  heart. 

God  hath  given  us  the  Bible,  which  is  a  book  of  inslruc* 
tions.  But  this  book  can  be  of  no  manner  of  profit  to  UB,  any 
otherwise  than  as  it  conveys  some  knowledge  to  the  mind  :  it 
can  profit  us  no  more  than  if  it  were  written  in  the  Chinese  or 
Tartarian  language,  of  which  we  know  not  one  word.  So  the 
sacraments  of  the  gospel  can  have  a  proper  effect  no  other  way, 
than  by  conveying  some  knowledge.  They  represent  certain 
things  by  visible  signs.  And  what  is  the  end  of  signs,  but  to 
convey  some  knowledge  of  the  things  signified  ?  Such  is  the 
nature  of  man,  that  no  object  can  come  at  the  heart  but  throt^h 
the  door  of  the  understanding :  and  there  can  be  no  spiritual 
knowledge  of  that  of  which  there  is  not  first  a  rational  know- 
ledge. It  is  impossible  that  any  one  should  see  the  truth  or 
excellency  of  any  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  who  knows  not  what 
that  doctrine  is.  A  man  cannot  see  the  wonderful  excellency 
and  love  of  Christ,  in  doing  such  and  such  things  for  sinncrf, 
I  unless  his  understanding  be  first  informed  how  those  things 
k<verc  done.  Hi:  cannot  have  a  tasto  of  the  sweetness  and  ex- 
M^IIency  of  divine  truth,  unless  he  first  have  a  notion  that  there 
|a  BHch  a  thing. 

Without  knowledge  in  divinttr.  none  would  differ  from 
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the  most  ignorant  and  barbarous  Heathens.  The  Heathens  re- 
main in  gross  darkness,  because  they  are  not  instructed,  and 
have  not  obtained  the  knowledge  of  divine  truths* 

.If  men  have  no  knowledge  of  these  things,  the  faculty  of 
reason  in  them  will  be  wholly  in  vain.  The  faculty  of  reason 
and  understanding  was  given  /or  actual  understanding  and  know- 
led^.  If  a  man  have  no  actual  knowledge,  the  faculty  or  ca- 
pacity of  knowing  is  of  no  use  to  him.  And  if  he  have  actual 
knowledge,  yet  if  he  be  destitute  of  the  knowledge  of  those 
things  which  are  the  last  end  of  his  being,  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  knowledge  of  which  he  had  more  understanding  given  him 
than  the  beasts  ;  then  still  his  faculty  of  reason  is  in  vain ;  he 
might  as  well  have  been  a  beast  as  a  man.  But  divine  subjects 
are  the  things,  to  know  which  we  had  the  faculty  of  reasop 
given  us.  They  are  the  things  which  appertain  to  the  end  of 
our  being,  and  to  the  great  business  for  which  we  are  made. 
Therefore  a  man  cannot  have  his  faculty  of  understanding  to 
any  good  purpose,  further  than  he  hath  knowledge  of  divine 
truth. 

So  that  this  kind  of  knowledge  is  absolutely  necessary. — 
Other  kinds  of  knowledge  may  be  very  useful.  Some,  other 
sciences,  such  as  astronomy,  natural  philosophy,  and  geography, 
may  be  very  excellent  in  their  kind.  But  the  knowledge  of 
this  divine  science  is  infinitely  more  useful  and  important  than 
that  of  all  other  sciences  whatever. 

SECT.  IV. 

» 

Why  ail  Christians  should  make  a  Business  of  endeavouring  to 

grow  m  the  Knowledge  of  Divinity. 

Christians  ought  not  to  content  themselves  with  such 
degrees  of  knowledge  of  divinity  as  they  have  already  obtained* 
It  should  not  satisfy  them,  as  they  know  as  much  as  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  salvation,  but  they  should  seek  to  make  progress. 

This  endeavour  to  make  progress  in  such  knowledge  ought 
not  to  be  attended  to  as  a  thing  by  th^  bye,  but  all  Christians 
should  make  a  business  of  it.  They  should  look  upon  it  as  a 
part  of  their  daily  business,  and  no  small  part  of  it  neither.  It 
should  be  attended  to  as  a  considerable  part  of  the  work  of  their 
high  calling. — For, 

].  Our  business  should  doubtless  much  consist  in  em- 
ploying those  faculties,  by  which  we  are  distinguished  from 
the  beasts,  about  those  things  which  are  the  main  end  of  those 
faculties.  The  reason  why  we  have  faculties  superior  to  those 
of  the  brutes  given  us,  is,  that  we  are  indeed  designed  for  a 
superior  employment.     That   which    the    Creator   intijnded 
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Eiliould  be  our  main  employment,  is  somelhiiig  above  what  be 
intended  tbe  beast  for,  and  Ifaerefore  hath  given  us  superior 
powers.  Tliercfore,  without  doubt,  it  EhouM  be  a  con- 
siderable part  of  our  business  to  improve  those  superior  facul- 
ties. But  the  faculty  by  which  we  are  chiefly  distinguished 
from  the  brutes,  is  the  faculty  of  understanding.  It  follows 
then,  that  we  should  make  it  our  chief  business  to  improve  this 
faculty,  and  should  by  no  means  prosecute  it  as  a  business  by 
the  bye.  For  us  to  make  the  improvement  of  this  faculty  a 
business  by  the  bye,  is  in  effect  for  us  to  make  the  faculty  of 
understanding  itself  a  by  faculty,  if  I  may  so  speak,  a  faculty 
of  less  importance  than  otliers :  whereas  indeed  it  is  the  highest 
faculty  we  have. 

But  we  cannot  make  a  business  of  the  improvement  of  our 
intellectual  faculty,  any  otherwise  than  by  making  a  business  of 
improving  ourselves  in  actual  knowledge.  So  that  those  who 
make  not  this  very  much  their  business;  but  instead  of  impro- 
ving their  understanding  to  acquire  knowledge,  are  cbiefiy  de- 
voted to  their  inferior  power — to  please  their  senses,  and  gra- 
tify their  animal  appetites — not  only  behave  themselvea  in  a 
manner  not  becoming  Christians,  but  also  act  as  if  they  had 
forgotten  that  they  are  men,  and  that  God  hath  set  them  above 
the  brutes,  by  giving  them  understanding. 

God  hath  given  to  man  some  things  in  common  with  the 
brutes,  qs  his  outward  senses,  his  bodily  appetites,  a  capacity 
of  bodily  pleasure  and  pain,  and  other  animal  faculties:  and 
some  things  he  hath  given  him  superior  to  the  brutes,  the  chief 
of  which  is  a  faculty  of  understanding  and  reason.  Now  God 
never  gave  man  these  faculties  to  be  subject  to  those  which  be 
hath  in  common  with  the  brutes.  This  would  be  great  con- 
fusion, and  equivalent  to  making  man  to  be  a  servant  to  the 
beasts.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  given  those  inferior  powers 
to  be  employed  in  subserviency  lo  man''s  understanding;  and 
therefore  it  must  be  a  great  part  of  man's  principal  business  to 
improve  his  understanding  by  acquiring  knowledge.  If  so, 
then  it  will  follow,  that  it  should  be  a  main  part  of  hia  business 
to  improve  his  understanding  in  acquiring  dh'mc  knowledge,  or 
the  knowledge  of  tho  things  of  divinity  :  for  the  knowledge  of 
these  things  is  the  principal  end  of  this  faculty.  God  gave 
man  the  faculty  of  understanding,  chiefly,  that  he  might  under- 
stand divine  things. 

The  wiser  Heathens  were  sensible  that  the  main  business 
of  man  was  the  improvement  and  exercise  of  his  understandiag. 
But  they  knew  not  the  object  about  which  the  understanding 
should  chiefly  bo  employed.  That  science  which  many  of 
them  thought  should  cbiedy  employ  the  understanding,  waa 
philosophy;  and  accordingly  they  made  it  Ibcir  chief  bueineH 
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to  study  it.  But  we  who  enjoy  the  light  of  the  gospel  are  more 
happy  ;  we  are  not  left,  as  to  this  particular,  in  the  dark.  God 
hath  told  us  about  what  things  we  should  chiefly  employ  our 
understandings,  having  given  us  a  book  full  of  divine  instructions, 
holding  forth  many  glorious  objects  about  which  all  rational  crea- 
tures should  chiefly  employ  their  understandings.  These  in- 
structions are  accommodated  to  persons  of  all  capacities  and  con- 
dition's ;  and  proper  to  be  studied,  not  only  by  men  of  learning, 
but  by  persons  of  every  character,  learned  and  unlearned, 
young  and  old,  men  and  women.  Therefore  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge  in  these  things  should  be  a  main  business  of  all  those 
who  have  the  advantage  of  enjoying  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

2.  The  truths  of  divinity  are  of  superlative  excellency^ 
and  are  worthy  that  all  should  make  a  business  of  endeavouring 
to  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  them.  They  are  as  much  above 
those  things  which  are  treated  of  in  other  sciences,  as  heaven  is 
above  the  earth.  GU)d  himself,  the  eternal  Three  in  One,  is 
the  chief  object  of  this  science ;  and  next  Jesus  Christ,  as  God- 
man  and  Mediator,  and  the  glorious  work  of  redemption,  the 
most  glorious  work  that  ever  was  wrought :  then  the  great  things 
of  the  heavenly  world,  the  glorious  and  eternal  inheritance  pur- 
chased by  Christ,  and  promised  in  the  gospel ;  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  on  the  hearts  of  men ;  our  duty  to  God,  and 
the  way  in  which  we  ourselves  may  become  like  angels,  and  like 
God  himself  in  our  measure.  All  these  are  objects  of  this 
science. 

Such  things  as  these  have  been  the  main  subject  of  the 
study  of  the  holy  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles,  and  the  most 
excellent  men  that  ever  existed ;  and  they  are  also  the  subjects 
of  study  to  the  angels  in  heaven ;  1  Pet.  i.  10 — 12. — They  are 
so  excellent  and  worthy  to  be  known,  that  the  knowledge  of 
them  will  richly  pay  for  all  the  pains  and  labour  of  an  earnest 
seeking  of  it.  If  there  were  a  great  treasure  of  gold  and  pearls 
accidentally  found,  and  opened  with  such  circumstances  that  all 
might  have  as  much  as  they  could  gather ;  would  not  every  one 
think  it  worth  his  while  to  make  a  business  of  gathering  while 
it  should  last  ?  But  that  treasure  of  divine  knowledge,  which  is 
contained  in  the  Scriptures,  and  is  provided  for  every  one  to 
gather  to  himself  as  much  of  it  as  he  can,  is  far  more  rich  than 
any  one  of  gold  and  pearls.  How  busy  are  all  sorts  of  men,  all 
over  the  world,  in  getting  riches?  But  this  knowledge  is  a  far 
better  kind  of  riches,  than  that  after  which  they  so  diligently 
and  laboriously  pursue. 

3.  Divine  truths  not  only  concern  ministers,  but  are  of  in- 
finite importance  to  all  Christians.  It  is  not  with  the  doctrines 
of  divinity  as  it  is  with  the  doctrines  of  philosophy  and  other 
sciences.  These  last  are  generally  speculative  points^  which 
are  of  little  concern  in  human  life ;  and  it  very  little  alters  the 
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case  as  to  oui-  lemporal  or  apiritual  interests,  whether  we  It 

them  or  not.  Philosophers  differ  about  them,  some  beiDg-i_ 
one  opinion,  and  others  of  another.  Aud  while  they  are  enga- 
ged in  warm  disputes  about  them,  others  may  well  leave  them 
to  dispute  among  themselves,  without  troubling  their  heads  nmcb 
about  them  ;  it  being  of  little  concern  to  them  whether  the  one 
or  the  other  be  in  the  right. — But  it  is  not  tlius  in  matters  of  di- 
^  inity.  The  doctrines  of  this  nearly  concern  every  one.  They 
are  about  those  things  which  relate  to  every  man's  eternal  sal- 
v»tion  and  happiness.  The  common  people  cannot  say.  Let  us 
leave  these  matters  to  ministers  and  divines;  let  them  dispute 
them  out  among  themselves  as  they  can ;  they  concern  not  us : 
For  they  are  of  inGnite  importance  to  every  man.  Those  doc- 
trines which  relate  to  the  essence,  attributes,  and  subsistences  of 
God,  concern  all ;  as  it  is  of  infinite  importance  to  commoo  peo- 
ple, as  well  as  to  ministers,  to  know  what  kind  of  being  God  is. 
For  he  is  the  Being  who  hath  made  us  all,  "  in  whom  we  tive, 
and  move,  and  have  our  being ;  who  is  the  Lord  of  all ;  the  Be- 
ing to  whom  we  are  all  accountable ;  is  the  last  end  of  our  being, 
and  the  only  fountain  of  our  happiness. 

The  doctrines  also  which  relate  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  his 
mediation,  his  incarnation,  his  life  and  death,  his  resurrection 
and  a.<censioD,  his  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  his 
satisfaction  and  intercession,  infinitely  concern  common  people 
as  well  as  divines.  They  aland  in  as  much  need  of  this  Saviour, 
and  of  an  interest  in  his  person  and  o£Gces,  and  tlie  things  which 
he  hath  done  and  suffered,  as  ministers  and  divines. — The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  doctrines  which  relate  to  the  manner  of  a 
siimer^s  justitication,  or  the  way  in  which  he  becomes  interested 
in  the  mediation  of  Christ.  They  equally  concern  all ;  lor  all 
stand  in  equal  necessity  of  justification  before  God.  That  eter- 
nal condemnation,  to  which  we  are  all  naturally  exposed,  is 
equally  dreadful.  So  with  respect  to  those  doctrines  which  re- 
late to  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  on  the  heart,  in  the  applt- 
caliOQ  of  redemption  in  our  efTectual  calling  and  sane  titicatioo, 
all  are  equally  concerned  in  them.  There  is  no  doctrine  of  di. 
vinily  whatever,  which  doth  not  some  way  or  other  concern  the 
eternal  interest  of  every  Christian. 

■4.  We  may  argue  in  favour  of  the  same  position,  from 
the  great  things  which  Got)  hath  dooe  in  order  to  give  us 
instruction  in  these  things.  As  to  other  sciences,  he  hath  lell  os 
to  ourselves,  to  the  light  of  our  own  reason.  But  divine  thingB 
being  of  infinitely  greater  importance  to  us,  he  hath  not  leflua  to 
an  uncertain  guide;  but  he  hath  himself  given  us  a  revelation  of 
the  truth  in  these  matters,  and  hath  done  very  great  things  lo 
convey  and  confirm  it  to  us  ;  raising  up  many  prophets  in  diffe- 
rent ages,  immediately  inspiring  them  with  his  Holy  I 
nfirming  their  doctrine  with  inmimerable  miraclce  o 
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ful  works  out  of  the  established  course  of  nature.     Yea,  he 
raised  up  a  succession  of  prophets,  which  was  upheld  for  scve- 
ralages. 

It  was  very  much  for  this  end  that  God  separated  tlie  peo- 
ple of  Israel,  in  so  wonderful  a  manner,  from  all  other  neople, 
and  kept  them  separate ;  that  to  them  he  might  commit  the  ora- 
cles of  God,  ajid  that  from  them  they  might  be  communicated  to 
the  world.  He  hath  also  often  sent  angels  to  bring  divine  in-' 
structions  to  men  ;  and  hath  often  himself  appeared  in  miracu- 
lous symbols  or  representations  of  his  presence ;  and  now  in  these 
last  days  hath  sent  his  own  Son  into  the  world,  to  be  his  great 
prophet,  to  teach  us  divine  truth,  Heb.  i.  1,  &c.  God  hath 
given  us  a  book  of  divine  instructions,  which  contains  the  sum 
of  divinity.  Now,  these  things  hath  God  done,  not  only  for  the 
instruction  of  ministers  and  men  of  learning ;  but  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  all  men,  of  all  sorts,  learned  and  unlearned  men,  wo- 
men,  and  children.  And  certainly  if  God  doth  such  great 
things  to  teach  us,  we  ought  to  do  something  to  learn. 

God  giving  instructions  to  men  in  these  things,  is  not  a  busi- 
ness by  the  bye  ;  but  what  he  hath  undertaken  and  prosecuted 
in  a  course  of  great  and  wonderful  dispensations,  as  an  affair  in 
which  his  heart  hath  been  greatly  engaged  :  which  is  sometimes 
in  Scripture  signified  by  the  expression  of  God's  rising  early  to 
teach  us,  and  to  send  us  prophets  and  teachers.  Jer.  vii.  25. 
^'  Since  that  day  that  your  fathers  came  forth  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  unto  this  day,  I  have  even  sent  unto  you  all  my  servantft 
the  prophets,  daily  rising  up  early,  and  sending  them.'^  And 
vcr.  13.  ^M  spake  unto  you,  rising  up  early  and  speaking/^ 
This  is  a  figurative  speech,  signifying  that  God  bath  done  this  as 
a  business  of  great  importance,  in  which  be  took  great  care,  and 
bad  his  heart  much  engaged ;  because  persons  are  wont  to  rise 
early  to  prosecute  such  business  as  they  arc  earnestly  engaged 
in. — If  God  hath  been  so  engaged  in  teaching,  certainly  we  should 
not  be  negligent  in  learning;  but  should  make  growing  in  know- 
ledge a  great  part  of  the  business  of  our  lives. 

5.  It  may  be  argued  from  the  abundance  of  the  instructions 
which  God  bath  given  us,  from  the  largeness  of  that  book  which 
God  hath  given  to  teach  us  divinity,  and  from  the  great  variety 
that  is  therein  contained.  Much  was  taught  by  Moses  of  old, 
which  we  have  transmitted  down  to  us ;  after  that,  other  books 
were  from  time  to  time  added ;  much  is  taught  us  by  David  and 
Solomon ;  and  many  and  excellent  are  the  instructions  commu- 
nicated by  the  prophets ;  yet  God  did  not  think  all  this  enough, 
but  aftepthis  sent  Christ  and  his  apostles,  by  whom  there  is  ad- 
ded a  great  and  excellent  treasure  to  that  holy  book,  which  is  to 
be  our  rale  in  the  ttady  of  this  important  sabject. 

This  hock  was  written  for  the  use  of  all ;  all  are  directed  to 
learch  the  scriptaret,  John  y.  39.    ^^  Search  the  scriptures,  for 


in  them  jc  tbink  yc  Iiave  eternal  life  ;  and  they  arc  t! 
testify  of  me  ;"  and  Isa.  xxxiv.  16.  "Seek  ye  out  of  the  boolr 
of  the  Lord,  and  read."  They  that  read  and  understand  arc 
pronounced  blessed,  Rev.  i.  3.  "Blessed  is  he  that  readeth, 
and  they  that  understand  the  worda  of  this  prophecy."  If  this 
be  true  of  that  particular  hook  of  the  Revdation,  much  more  is 
it  true  of  the  Bible  iu  general.  Nor  is  it  to  be  bcheved  that 
God  wculd  have  given  instructions  in  such  abundanre,  if  he  had 
intended  that  receiving  InBtruction  should  be  only  a  bye  concern 
with  UB. 

It  is  to  be  considered,  (hat  all  those  abundant  instruclioDs 
which  are  contained  in  the  scriptures  were  written  that  ibey 
might  be  understood  ;  otherwise  they  are  not  instructions.  That 
which  JB  not  given  that  the  learner  may  understand  it,  ia  not 
given  for  the  learner's  instruction ;  and  unless  we  endeavour  to 
grow  in  the  knowledge  of  divinity,  a  very  great  part  of  those 
instructions  will  to  us  be  in  vain  ;  for  we  can  receive  benefit  hy 
no  more  of  the  ecnpturea  than  we  understand.  We  have  rea- 
son  to  bless  God  that  he  hath  given  us  such  various  and  plenti- 
ful instruction  in  his  word  ;  hut  wc  shall  be  hypocritical  in  so 
doing,  if  we,  after  all,  content  ourselves  with  hut  little  of  this  in- 
struction. 

When  God  hath  opened  a  very  lai^e  treasure  before  us,  for 
the  supply  of  our  wants,  and  we  thank  him  that  he  hath  givca 
us  so  much  ;  if  at  the  same  time  wc  be  willing  to  remain  desti- 
tute of  the  greatest  part  of  it,  because  we  are  too  lazy  to  gather 
it,  this  will  not  show  the  sincerity  of  our  thankfulness.  We  are 
now  under  much  greater  advantages  to  acquire  knowledge  in 
divinity,  than  the  people  of  God  were  of  old  ;  hecaueo  since  that 
lime,  the  canon  of  scripture  is  much  increased.  But  if  wc  bo 
negligent  of  our  advantages,  we  may  be  never  the  better  for  them, 
and  may  remain  with  as  little  knowledge  as  they. 

6.  However  diligently  wc  apply  ourselves,  there  is  room 
enough  to  increase  our  knowledge  in  divine  truth.  None  hflve 
this  excuse  to  make  for  not  diligently  applying  themselves  t« 
gain  knowledge  in  divinity,  that  they  already  know  all ;  nor  can 
they  make  this  excuse,  that  they  have  no  need  diligently  to  spplj 
themselves,  in  order  to  know  all  that  is  to  be  known.  None 
can  excuse  themselves  for  want  of  business  in  which  to  employ 
themselves.  There  is  room  enough  to  employ  ourselves  for 
ever  in  this  divine  science,  with  the  utmost  application.  Those 
who  have  appUed  themselves  most  closely,  have  studied  tbe 
longest,  and  have  made  the  greatest  attainments  in  this  know- 
ledge, know  but  little  of  what  is  to  be  known.  The  subject  a 
inexhaustible.  That  Divine  Being,  who  in  the  main  sub)ect  of 
this  science,  ia  infinite,  and  there  is  no  end  to  the  glory  of  hi« 
perfections.  His  works  at  the  same  lime  are  womlcrful,  and 
cannot  be  found  out  to  perfection;  especially  tbe  work  <rf  t» 
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demption,  about  which  the  science  of  divinity  is  chiefly  conver* 
sant,  is  full  of  unsearchable  wonders. 

The  word  of  God,  which  is  given  for  our  instruction  in 
divinity,  contains  enough  in  it  to  employ  us  to  the  end  of  our 
lives,  and  then  we  shall  leave  enough  uninvestigated  to  employ 
the  heads  of  the  ablest  divines  to  the  end  of  the  world.  The 
Psalmist  found  an  end  to  the  thmgs  that  are  human;  but  he 
could  never  find  an  end  to  what  is  contained  in  the  word  of 
God :  Psal.  cxix.  96.  ^'  i  have  seen  an  end  to  all  perfection ; 
but  thy  command  is  exceeding  broad.''  There  is  enough  in 
this  divine  science  to  employ  the  understandings  of  saints  and 
angels  to  all  eternity. 

7.  It  doubtless  concerns  every  one  to  endeavouc  to  excel 
in  the  knowledge  of  things  which  pertain  to  his  profession,  or 
principal  calling.  If  it  concerns  men  to  excel  in  any  thing,  or 
in  any  wisdom  or  knowledge  at  all,  it  certainly  concerns  them 
to  excel  in  the  affairs  of  their  main  profession  and  work.  But 
the  calling  and  work  of  every  Christian  is  to  live  to  God. 
This  is  said  to  be  his  high  callings  Phil.  iii.  14.  This  is  the 
business,  and,  if  I  may  so  speak,  the  trade  of  a  Christian,  his 
main  work,  and,  indeed,  should  be  his  only  work.  No  business 
should  be  done  by  a  Christian,  but  as  it  is  some  way  or  other  a 
part  of  this.  Therefore,  certainly,  the  Christian  should  endea« 
vour  to  be  well  acquainted  with  those  things  which  belong  to 
this  work,  that  he  may  fulfil  it,  and  be  thoroughly  furnished  to  it. 

It  becomes  one,  who  is  called  to  be  a  soldier,  to  excel  in 
the  art  of  war.  It  becomes  a  mariner  to  excel  in  the  art  of  na- 
vigation. It  becomes  a  physician  to  excel  in  the  knowledge  of 
those  things  which  pertain  to  the  art  of  physic.  So  it  becomes 
all  such  as  profess  to  be  Christians,  and  to  devote  themselves  to 
the  practice  of  Christianity,  to  endeavour  to  excel  in  the  know- 
ledge of  divinity. 

8.  It  may  be  argued  hence,  that  God  hath  appointed  an 
order  of  men  for  this  end,  to  assist  persons  in  gaining  know- 
ledge in  these  things.  He  hath  appointed  them  to  be  teachers, 
1  Cor.  xii.  28 ;  and  God  hath  set  some  in  the  church ;  first, 
apostles ;  secondarily,  prophets  ;  thirdly,  teachers :  Eph.  iv. 
11,12.  ''  He  gave  some,  apostles ;  some,  prophets ;  some,  evan- 
gelists ;  some,  pastors  and  teachers ;  for  the  perfecting  of  the 
saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body 
of  Christ.^  If  God  hath  set  them  to  be  teachers,  making  that 
their  business,  then  he  hath  made  it  their  business  to  impart 
knowledge.  But  what  kind  of  knowledge  ?  not  the  knowledge 
of  philosophy,  or  of  human  laws,  or  of  mechanical  arts,  but  of 
divinihr. 

If  God  hare  made  it  the  business  of  some  to  be  teachers, 
it  will  follow,  ttiat.he  bath  made  it  the  business  of  others  to  be 
learners ;  for  teachers  and  learners  are  correlates,  one  of  which 
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was  never  iDlended  to  be  without  the  other.  God  bath  never 
made  it  the  duty  of  some  to  take  pains  to  teach  those  who  are 
not  obliged  to  take  pains  to  learn.  He  hath  not  commanded 
ministers  to  spend  themselves,  in  order  to  impart  knowledge  to 
those  who  are  not  obliged  to  apply  themselves  to  receive  it. 

The  name  by  which  Christians  are  commonly  called  in  the 
New  Testament,  is  disciples ;  the  signification  of  which  word,  is 
scholars  or  learners.  All  Cliristians  are  put  into  the  school  of 
Christ,  where  their  business  is  to  learn,  or  receive  knowledge- 
from  Christ,  their  common  master  and  teacher,  and  from  those 
inferior  teachers  appointed  by  him  to  instruct  in  his  name. 

9.  God  hath  in  the  scriptures  plainly  revealed  it  to  be  bis 
will,  that  all  Christians  should  diligently  endeavour  to  excel  in 
the  knowledge  of  divine  things.  It  is  the  revealed  will  of  God, 
that  Christians  should  not  only  have  some  knowledge  of  things 
of  this  nature,  but  that  they  should  be  enriched  with  all  knaw" 
ledge :  1  Cor.  i.  4,  5.  ''  1  thank  my  God  always  on  your  be- 
half, for  the  grace  of  God  that  is  given  you  by  Jesus  Christ, 
that  in  every  thing  ye  are  enriched  by  him,  in  all  utterance,  and 
in  all  knowledge.^'^  So  the  apostle  earnestly  prayed,  that  the 
Christian  Philippians  might  abound  more  and  more,  not  only  in 
love,  but  in  Christian  knowledge  ;  Phil.  i.  9.  ^'  And  this  I  pray, 
that  your  love  may  abound  yet  more  and  more  in  knowledge^ 
and  in  all  judgmenU^^  So  the  apostle  Peter  advises  to  ^^give 
all  diligence  to  add  to  faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue  ftnowledge,^^  2 
Pet.  i.  5 ;  and  the  apostle  Paul,  in  the  next  chapter  to  that 
wherein -is  the  text,  counsels  the  Christian  Hebrews'  leaving  the 
first  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  to  go  on  to  perfection. 
He  would  by  no  means  have  them  always  to  rest  only  in  those 
fundamental  doctrines  of  repentance,  and  faith,  and  the  resur- 
rection from  the  dead,  and  the  eternal  judgment,  in  which  they 
were  instructed  when  baptized,  at  their  first  initiation  in  Chris* 
tianity.     (See  Heb.  vi.  &c.) 

SECT.  V. 

An  Exhortation  thai  all  may  diligently  endeavour  to  gain  Chris" 

tian  Knowledge. 

Consider  yourselves  as  scholars  or  disciples,  put  into  the 
school  of  Christ ;  and,  therefore,  be  diligent  to  make  proficiency 
in  Christian  knowledge.  Content  not  yourselves  with  this,  that 
you  have  been  taught  your  catechism  in  your  childhood,  and 
that  you  know  as  much  of  the  principles  of  religion  as  is  neces- 
sary to  salvation;  else  you  will  be  guilty  of  what  the  apostle 
warns  against,  viz.  going  no  further  than  laying  the  foundation 
of  repentance  from  dead  works,  &c. 
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thing  worse,  is  a  sinful  way  of  spending  time,  and  tends  to  po- 
vertj  of  soul  at  least,  if  not  to  outward  poverty:  Prov.  xiv.  23* 
<'  In  all  labour,  there  is  profit ;  but  the  talk  of  the  lips  tendeth 
only  to  penuryy  Besides,  when  persons  for  so  much  of  their 
time  have  nothing  else  to  do,  but  to  sit,  and  talk,  and  chat,  there 
is  great  danger  of  falling  into  foolish  and  sinful  conversatioDi 
venting  their  corrupt  dispositions,  in  talking  against  others,  ex- 
pressing their  jealousies,  and  evil  surmises  concerning  their 
neighbours ;  not  considering  what  Christ  hath  said.  Matt.  xii. 
36.  ^^  Of  every  idle  word  that  men  shall  speak,  shall  they  give 
account  in  the  day  of  judgment/' 

If  you  would  comply  with  what  you  have  heard  from  this 
doctrine,  you  would  find  something  else  to  employ  your  time 
besides  contention,  or  talking  about  those  public  affairs  which 
tend  to  contention.  Young  people  might  find  something  else 
to  do,  besides  spending  their  time  in  vain  company;  something 
that  would  be  much  more  profitable  to  themselves,  as  it  would 
really  turn  to  some  good  account ;  something,  in  doing  which, 
they  would  both  be  more  out  of  the  way  of  temptation,  and  be 
more  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  of  a  divine  blessing.  And  even 
aged  people  would  have  something  to  employ  themselves  in, 
atler  they  are  "become  incapable  of  bodily  labour.  Their  time, 
as  is  now  often  the  case,  would  not  lie  heavy  upon  their  handsi 
as  they  would  with  both  profit  a- id  pleasure  be  engaged  in  search- 
ing the  scriptures,  and  in  comparing  and  meditating  upon  the 
various  truths  which  they  should  find  there. 

2.  This  would  be  a  noble  way  of  spending  your  time.— 
The  Holy  Spirit  gives  the  Bereans  this  epithet,  because  they 
diligently  employed  themselves  in  this  business :  Acts  xvii. 
11.  ''  These  were  more  noble  than  those  of  Thessalonica,  in 
that  they  received  the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mind,  and 
searched  the  scriptures  daily,  whether  those  things  were  so.^' 
Similar  to  this,  is  very  much  the  employment  of  heaven.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  world  spend  much  of  their  time  in  searching 
into  the  great  things  of  divinity,  and  endeavouring  to  acquire 
knowledge  in  them,  as  we  are  told  of  the  angels,  1  Pet.  i.  13. 
*'  Which  things  the  angels  desire  to  look  into.^'  This  will  be 
very  agreeable  to  what  you  hope  will  be  your  business  to  all 
eternity,  as  you  doubtless  hope  to  join  in  the  same  employment 
with  the  angel?  of  light.  Solomon  says,  Prov.  xxv.  2,  "  it  ia 
the  honour  of  kings  to  search  out  a  matter;"  and  certainly, 
above  all  others,  to  search  out  divine  matters.  Now,  if  this  be 
the  honour  even  of  kings,  is  it  not  equally,  if  not  much  more 
your  honour? 

3.  This  is  a  pleasant  way  of  improving  time.  Knowledge 
is  pleasant  and  delightful  to  intelligent  creatures,  and  above  all 
the  knowledge  of  divine  things;  for  in  them  are  the  roost 
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excellent  truths,  and  the  most  beautiful  and  amiable  objects  held 
forth  to  view.  However  tedious  the  labour  necessarily  attend- 
ing this  business  may  be^  yet  the  knowledge  once  obtained  will 
richly  requite  the  pains  taken  to  obtain  it.  '^  When  wisdom  en- 
tereth  the  heart,  knowledge  is  pleasant  to  the  soul  ;^'  Proy^ 
11.  10. 

4.  This  knowledge  is  exceeding  useful  in  Christian  prac- 
tice. Such  as  have  much  knowledge  in  divinity  have  great 
means  and  advantages  for  spiritual  and  saving  knowledge ;  for 
no  means  of  grace  have  a  saving  effect,  otherwise  than  by  the 
knowledge  they  imparts  The  more  you  have  of  a  rational 
knowledge  of  divine  things,  the  more  opportunity  will  there  be^ 
when  the.  Spirit  shall  be  breathed  into  your  heart,  to  see  the  ex- 
cellency of  these  things,  and  to  taste  the  sweetness  of  them^ 
The  Heathens,  who  have  no  rational  knowledge  of  the  things 
of  the  gospel,  have  no  opportunity  to  see  the  excellency  of  them ; 
and  therefore  the  more  rational  knowledge  of  these  things  you 
have,  the  more  opportunity  and  advantage  you  have  to  see  the 
divine  excellency  and  glory  of  them. 

Again,  The  more  knowledge  you  have  of  divine  things,  the 
better  will  you  know  your  duty ;  your  knowledge  will  be  of 

freat  use  to  direct  you  as  to  your  duty  in  particular  cases, 
f'ou  will  also  be  the  better  furnished  against  the  temptations  of 
the  devil.  For  the  devil  also  takes  advantage  of  persons^  igno- 
rance to  ply  them  with  temptations,  which  otherwise  would  have 
no  hold  of  them.  By  having  much  knowledge,  you  will  be  un- 
der greater  advantages  to  conduct  yourselves  whli  prudence  and 
discretion  in  your  Christian  course,  and  so  to  live  much  more  to 
the  honour  of  God  and  religion.  Many  who  mean  well,  and 
are  full  of  a  good  spirit,  yet  for  want  of  prudence,  conduct 
themselves  so  as  to  wound  religion.  Many  have  a  zeal  of  God, 
which  does  more  hurt  than  good,  because  it  is  not  according  to 
knowledge,  Rom.  x.  2.  The  reason  why  many  good  men  be- 
have no  better  in  many  instances,  is  not  so  much  that  they  want 
grace,  as  that  they  want  knowledge.  Beside,  an  increase  of 
knowledge  would  be  a  great  help  to  profitable  conversation.  It 
would  supply  you  with  matter  for  conversation  when  you  come 
together,  or  when  you  visit  your  neighbours  ;  and  so  you  would 
have  less  temptation  to  spend  the  time  in  such  conversation  as 
tends  to  your  own  and.  others*  hurt^ 

5.  Consider  the  advantages  you  are  under  to  grow  in  the 
knowledge  of  divinity.  We  are  under  far  greater  advantages 
to  gain  much  of  this  knowledge  now,  than  God's  people  under 
the  Old  Testament,  both  because  the  canon  of  scripture  is  so 
much  enlarged  since  that  time,  and  also,  because  evangelical 
truths  are  now  so  much  more  plainly  revealed.  So  that  com- 
mon men  are  now  in  some  respects  under  advantages  to  know 
more,  than  the  greatest  prophets  were  then.     Thus  that  saying 
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ofClirisl  is  inaseuse  applicable  to  ua,  Luke  x.  23,  Q4.  "  Bless- 
ed arc  the  eyes  which  sec  the  IhingG  which  ye  ecc.  For  I  tell 
you,  Uiat  many  prophets  and  Lings  have  desired  to  see  those 
things  which  ye  see,  and  have  not  seen  them  ;  and  to  hear  Ihase 
things  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not  heard  them.''  We  are  in 
some  respects  under  far  greater  advantages  for  gaining  know- 
ledge, now  in  these  latter  ages  of  the  church,  than  Christians 
were  formerly ;  especially  by  reason  of  the  art  of  prinfing  j  of 
which  God  hath  given  us  the  benefit,  whereby  Bibles  and  other 
books  of  divinity  are  exceedingly  multiplied,  and  persons  may 
now  be  furnished  with  helps  for  the  obtaining  of  Christian  bnaw- 
ledgc,  at  a  much  easier  and  cheaper  rate  than  they  formerly' 
could. 

C.  We  know  not  what  opposition  we  may  meet  with  in  Ibe 
religious  principles  which  we  hold.  We  know  that  there  arc 
many  adversaries  to  the  gospel  and  its  truths.  If  thcreforu  we 
i-mbrace  those  truths,  wc  must  expect  to  be  attacked  by  the  said 
adversaries;  and  unless  we  be  welt  informed  concerning  divine 
things,  how  shall  we  able  to  defend  ourselves  ?  Beside,  the 
fipostle  Peter  enjoins  it  upon  ns,  always  to  be  ready  to  give  aiii 
answer  to  every  man  who  askcth  us  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is 
in  us.  But  this  we  cannot  expect  to  do  without  consideniM" 
knowledge  in  divine  things. 
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Directions  for  the  Acquisition  of  Christian  Knomltigi 

1.  Be  assiduous  in  reading  the  holy  scriptures, 
the  fountain  whence  all  knowledge  in  divinity  must  be  derived. 
Therefore  let  not  this  treasure  lie  by  you  neglected-  Every 
man  of  common  understanding  who  can  read,  may,  if  he  please, 
become  well  acquainted  with  the  scriptures.  And  what  an  ex- 
cellent attainment  would  this  be ! 

2.  Content  not  yourselves  with  only  a  cursory  reading, 
without  regarding  the  sense.  This  is  an  ill  way  of  reading,  to 
which,  however,  many  accustom  themselves  all  their  dayt. 
When  you  read,  observe  what  you  read.  Obsen'e  how  Ihii^ 
come  rn.  Take  notice  of  the  drift  of  the  discourse,  and  com- 
pare one  scripture  with  another.  For  the  scripture,  by  the  Imr- 
mony  of  its  diflerent  parts,  casts  great  light  upon  itself. — We 
arc  expressly  directed  by  Christ,  to  search  the  scriptures,  which 
evidently  intends  something  more  than  a  mere  cursory  reading. 
And  use  means  to  find  out  tne  meaning  of  I  lie  scripture.  WheB 
you  have  it  explained  in  IbejpreachU^-of  the  word,  take  notice 
of  it ;  and  if  at  any  time  a  scripture  that  you  did  not  understand 
'  e  cleared  up  to  your  satisfaction,  mark  i(,  lay  i 
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3.  Procure,  and  diligently  use  other  books  which  may  help 
you  to  grow  in  this  knowledge.  There  are  many  excellent 
books  extant,  which  might  greatly  forward  you  in  this  knowledge, 
and  afford  you  a  very  profitable  and  pleasant  entertainment  in 
your  leisure  hours.  There  is  doubtless  a  great  defect  in  many, 
that  through  a  lothness  to  be  at  a  little  expense,  they  furnish 
themselves  with  no  more  helps  of  this  nature.  They  have  a 
few  books  indeed,  which  now  and  then  on  Sabbath  days  they 
read ;  but  they  have  had  them  so  long,  and  read  them  so  oilen, 
that  they  are  weary  of  them,  and  it  is  now  become  a  dull 
story,  a  mere  task  to  read  them. 

4.  Improve  conversation  with  others  to  tliis  end.  How 
much  might  persons  promote  each  other^s  knowledge  in  divine 
things,  if  they  would  improve  conversation  as  they  might ;  if  men 
that  are  ignorant  were  no.  ashamed  to  show  their  ignorance,  and 
were  willing  to  learn  of  others ;  if  those  that  have  knowledge 
would  communicate  it,  without  pride  and  ostentation ;  and  if  all 
were  more  disponed  to  enter  on  such  conversation  as  would  be 
for  their  mutual  edification  and  instruction. 

5.  Seek  not  to  grow  in  knowledge  chiefly  for  the  sake  of 
applause,  and  to  enable  you  to  dispute  with  others ;  but  seek  it 
for  the  benefit  of  your  souls,  and  in  order  to  practice. — If  ap- 
plause be  your  end,  you  will  not  be  so  likely  to  be  led  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  but  may  justly,  as  often  is  the  case  of 
those  who  are  proud  of  their  knowledge,  be  led  into  error  to 
your  own  perdition.  This  being  your  end,  if  you  should  obtain 
much  rational  knowledge,  it  would  not  be  likely  to  be  of  any 
benefit  to  you,  but  would  puff* you  up  with  pride  :  1  Cor.  viii.  1. 
^'Knowledge  puffeth  up.^' 

6.  Seek  to  God,  that  he  would  direct  you,  and  bless  you, 
in  this  pursuit  after  knowledge.  This  is  the  apostle's  direction, 
James  i.  5.  '^  If  any  man  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  it  of  God, 
who  giveth  to  all  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not.'*  God  is  the 
fountain  of  all  divine  knowledge:  Prov.  ii.  6.  ''The  Lord 
giveth  wisdom :  out  of  his  mouth  cometh  knowledge  and  under- 
standing.'*  Labour  to  be  sensible  of  your  own  blindness  and 
ignorance,  and  your  need  of  the  help  of  Gody  lest  you  be  led 
into  error,  instead  of  true  knowledge  :  1  Cor.  iii.  18.  "  If  any 
man  would  be  wise,  let  him  become  a  fool,  that  he  may  be  wise/' 

7.  Practise  according  to  what  knowledge  you  have.  This 
will  be  the  way  to  know  more.  The  Psalmist  warmly  recom- 
mends this  way  of  seeking  knowledge  in  divine  truth,  from  his 
own  experience  :  Psal.  cxix.  100.  ^M  understand  more  than 
the  ancients,  because  1  keep  thy  precepts.''  Christ  also  re- 
commends the  same:  John  vii.  17.  'Mf  any  man  will  do  his 
will,  he  shril  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or 
whether  I  speak  of  mjrself. 


JSERMON  U.* 


GOD  THE   BEST  PORTION   OF  THE   CHRISTIAN* 


Psalm  lxxiii.  25. 

Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 

that  I  desire  besides  thee. 

In  this  psalm,  the  psalmist  (Asaph,)  relates  the  great  difficolty 
which  existed  in  his  own  mind,  from  the  consideration  of  the 
wicked.  He  observes,  (ver.  2,  3.)  "As  for  me,  my  feet  were 
almost  gone ;  my  steps  had  well  nigh  sHpt.  For  I  was  envious  at 
the  foolish,  when  I  saw  the  prosperity  of  the  wicked.''  In  the  4th 
and  following  verses,  he  informs  us,  what  in  the  wicked  was  bis 
temptation.  In  the  first  place,  he  observed,  that  they  were  proS' 
per(m5,  and  all  things  went  well  with  them.  He  then  observed  their 
behaviour  in  their  prosperity,  and  the  use  which  they  made  of 
it  I  and  that  God,  notwithstanding  such  abuse,  continued  their 
prosperity.  Then  he  tells  us  by  what  means  he  was  helped 
out  of  this  difficulty,  viz.  by  going  into  the  sanctuary ^  verses  16, 
17;  and  proceeds  to  inform  us  what  considerations  they  were 
which  helped  him,  viz.  (1.)  The  consideration  of  the  misera- 
ble  end  of  wicked  men.     However  they  prosper  for  the  present, 

;et  they  come  to  a  woful  end  at  last,  Verses  18 — 20.  (2t) 
'Hie  consideration  of  the  blessed  end  of  the  saints.  Although  the 
paints,  while  they  live,  may  be  afflicted,  yet  they  come  to  a  hap- 
py end  at  last,  verses  21 — 24.  (3.)  The  consideration,  that  the 
godly  have  a  much  better  portion  than  the  wicked,  even  thouf^ 
they  have  no  other  portion  but  God ;  as  in  the  text  and  following 
verse.  Though  the  wicked  are  in  prosperity,  and  are  not  in  trou- 
ble as  other  men  -,  yet  the  godly,  though  m  affliction,  are  in  a 

*  Dated  April,  1736. 
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state  infiDiteIr  betterT  bceanoc  die*  have  God  iar  tlieirpwriMi. 
They  need  Aeun  nothing  ehe :  be  tfaoc  huh  Gai.  hath.  M. 
Thus  the  puhnut  prottmea  the  wnae  and  agprehBiwHi  ^^neh 
he  had  of  thine :  ffhum  host  t  ex  Aemm  Aftf  1;^  '  tnd  'Jurv  '* 
none  i^tfn  cam  (Aaf  /  deriri  it^itUa  Ate. 

Id  the  rene  immediatel*  precediaer  tbe  psftlmin  iskis  uw- 
tice  bow  the  laiots  are  bappr  in  God.  both  when  cfae^  ire  m  rfaic 
world,  and  abo  when  they  are  takes  to  anodKr.  The*  wc 
blessed  io  God  in  this  world,  ia  dot  be  ciaAj  cAom  ^  iu  ^.-hm- 
tel;  and  when  be  takes  them  oat  of  it.  the*  are  tail  hafvf-  n 
that  then  tie  rteehei  them  la  gttry.  This  pn^abfi  M  noi  n 
the  text  to  declare  that  he  desired  »»  vA/r  pi^rmsm  eidker  ia 
this  world  or  in  that  to  come,  either  in  bea*en  or  «p«a  e^r^. — 
Whence  we  leam,  That  it  ir  Iht  tpint  ;f  *  tnJy  ?^>  m«l  m 
prefer  God  before  all  other  thiuri,  either  in  hevztn  »r  '.m  ta'^k. 

I.  A  godly  man  prefers  God  before  anr  thing  eke  n  kea- 

1.  He  preTen  God  before  anj  thine  el»e  that  actuolU  ti  in 
heaven.  Every  fodly  nun  halh  hi^  heart  in  heaTen  :  hit  »S*K' 
tioQS  are  mainly  set  oo  what  is  to  be  had  there.  Heaven  a  fait 
chosen  country  and  inheritance.  He  hath  respect  tobesveti,  at 
a  traveller,  who  is  in  a  distant  land,  hath  to  his  own  country. 
The  traveller  can  content  binuelf  to  be  in  a  ctranee  laud  for  a 
while,  but  his  own  native  land  i«  pnelerred  by  turn  to  all  ^bnt: 
Heb.  xi.  13,  Sic.  "  These  all  died  in  foith.  not  harii^  fyr*aitA 
the  promises,  but  were  pervuaded  o(  ihem.  arid  *Mthri'jhi  ttjew. 
and  confessed  that  they  were  strangers  aod  [Ml^mi  <«  tbt 
earth.  For  they  that  say  such  ihiogf.  declare  pbinl*  tbtl  tticy 
seek  a  country.  And  truly  if  they  had  beeri  nundfol  '>f  that 
country  from  whence  the)  came  out.  they  mtjdtf  tuve  htvS  **y^tt- 
tunit^  to  have  returned :  frjl  now  tb«7  dewre  a  %*^m  'j^tfrj. 
that  IS,  an  lieavenly.'^ — The  respect  whi^h  a  ^'AS^  frrvA  kfjit  V. 
heaven  may  be  compared  to  im-  re«^,i  wtM^.li  %  '  *»'4.  wi«t«  «■•. 
is  abroad,  hath  to  bis  &tfaer'*  Ik#<«*.  11^  '.»/<  %f  'ff^.^^tMA 
abrx>ad  for  a  liule  while  -,  but  die  fAvA  V,  wtitui.  It:  A*^t-,  u, 
return,  and  in  which  to  dwell,  i*  b>»  •'Wf'  tcy«Mt.  |f*st*«i  h 
the  true  saint's  Father's  house:  hAiti  %if.  7.  "  l>>  n.-j  ^*-U#'i 
house  are  many  mansions."  John  it.  17.  ~  I  %>*A.tA  '/,  mj  C». 
ther  and  your  Father." 

Now  the  main  reawii  wbv  the  i^r^ly  nma  Wtt  Im  h>**^ 
thus  to  heaven,  in  because  i'fA  h  ^mni  ((«(  m  *IUt  y*>^A  'A 
the  Host  Hi^.  Il  i*  the  plare  wlMf:  OrM  it  ifimi*fmij  ^*»*9^ 
where  his  love  is  gloriously  mkUiU»ifA.  wlMfc  ctM;  ipwMy  ma/  V 
with  him,  see  him  as  be  is,  artd  Xo**-.,  umm,  prm*.,  »*A  '■**/'y 
him  perfectly.  If  God  and  Cbri*t  w«r<:  w^  i«  tM«v<«.  h#  mW^ 
not  be  so  earnest  in  seeking  it,  wtt  wimW  tw  IsJm  V/  Uff  If  w«m 
in  a  laborioQs  travel  through  this  mWAtawm,  w»   m'^sh  IM 
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:onsideration  thai  lie  is  going  to  heaven  when  he  dies,  be  i 
a  comfort  to  him  under  toils  and  afflictioos.  The  martyrs  would' 
not  undergo  cruel  suOerings  from  their  persecutors,  with  a 
cheerful  prospect  of  going  to  heaven,  did  Ihcj  not  ex]iect  to  be 
with  Christ,  and  to  enjoy  God  there.  They  would  not  with 
that  cheerfulneas  forsake  all  their  earthly  possessions,  arid  all 
their  earthly  friends,  as  miin)  thousands  of  them  havu  done,  and 
wander  about  in  poverty  and  banishment,  being  destitute,  afflict- 
ed, tormented,  in  hopce  of  exchan^ng  Ibeir  earthly  for  a  hea- 
venly inheritance,  were  it  not  thai  they  hope  to  be  wilh  Iheir 
glorious  Redeemer  and  heavenly  Father.  The  believer's  heart 
is  in  heaven,  because  his  treasure  is  there. 

2.  A  godij  man  prefers  God  before  any  thing  else  that 
might  be  ill  heaven.  Not  only  is  ihere  nothing  actnatlif  la 
heaven,  which  is  in  his  esteem  equal  with  God  ;  but  neither  is 
there  any  thing  of  which  he  c;in  ronceive  a^ puaUhlt  to  be  there, 
which  by  him  is  esteemed  .<nd  desired  equally  wilh  God.  Some 
suppose  quite  ditlerent  enjoyments  to  be  in  heaven,  from  I  hose 
which  the  scriptures  teach  ua.  The  Mahometans,  for  instance, 
suppose,  that  in  heaven  are  to  be  enjoyed  all  manner  of  sen- 
sual delights  and  pleasures.  Many  things  which  Mahomet  has 
feigned,  are,  to  the  lusts  and  carnal  appetites  of  men  the  most 
agreeable  that  he  could  devise,  and  wilh  Ihem  he  flattered  his 
followers.  But  the  true  saint  could  not  contrive  one  tnorC 
agreeable  to  his  inclination  and  desires,  than  such  as  is  revealed 
in  the  word  of  God  ;  a  heaven  of  enjoying  the  glorious  God, 
and  the  Lord  Jesua  Christ.  There  he  shall  have  all  sin  takea 
away,  and  shall  be  perfectly  conformed  to  God,  and  shall  spend 
an  elcroily  in  exalted  exercises  of  love  to  him,  and  in  the  en- 
joyment of  his  love.  If  God  were  not  to  he  enjoyed  in  hea- 
ven, but  only  vast  wealth,  immense  treasures  of  stiver  and 
gold,  great  honour  of  such  kind  as  men  obtain  in  this  world, 
and  a  fulness  of  the  greatest  sensual  delights  and  pleasures  ;  aJl 
these  things  would  not  make  up  fur  the  want  of  God  and  Christ, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  them  there.  If  it  wore  empty  of  God,  i( 
would  indeed  be  an  empty  melanchoty  place. — The  godly 
have  been  made  sensible,  as  lo  all  creature-enjoy  men  Is,  (bat 
they  cannot  satisfy  the  soul ;  and,  therefore,  nothing  will  con- 
tent them  but  God.  Otfcr  a  saint  what  you  will,  if  you  deny 
him  God,  he  will  esteem  himself  miserable.  God  is  tnc  cetitro 
of  his  desires  ;  and,  as  long  as  you  keep  Ins  soul  from  it«  prober 
centre,  it  will  not  be  at  rest. 

n.  It  is  the  temper  of  a  godly  man  to  prefer  God  before 
all  other  things  on  the  eariji. 

I,  The  saint  prefers  that  enjoyment  of  God,  for  which  ho 
hopts  hcrcaDer,  to  any  thing  in  this  world.      lie  lookelh  nQ|' 
much  at  Ihe  things  which  are  seen,  and  temporal,  as  atfT 
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which  are  unseen  and  eternal,  1  Cor.  iv.  18.  It  is  hut  a  little' 
of  God  that  the  saint  enjoys  in  this  world  ;  he  hath  but  a  little 
acquaintance  with  God,  and  enjoys  but  a  little  of  the  mani- 
festations of  the  divine  glory  and  love.  But  God  hath  pro- 
mised to  give  him  himself  hereafter  in  a  full  enjoyment.  And 
these  promises  are  more  precious  to  the  saint,  than  the  most 
precious  earthly  jewels.  The  gospel  contains  greater  trea- 
sures, in  his  esteem,  than  the  cabinets  of  princes,  or  the  mines 
of  the  Indies. 

2.  The  saints  prefer  what  of  God  may  be  obtained  in  this 
life  before  all  things  in  the  world.  There  is  a  great  difference 
in  the  present  spiritual  attainments  of  the  saints.  Some  attain 
to  much  greater  acquaintance  and  communion  with  God,  and 
conformity  to  him,  than  others.  But  the  highest  attainments 
are  very  small  in  comparison  with  what  is  future.  The  saints 
are  capable  of  making  progress  in  spiritual  attainments,  and 
they  earnestly  desire  such  further  attainments.  Not  contented 
with  those  degrees  to  which  they  have  already  attained,  they 
hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  and,  as  new-born  babes, 
desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may  grow  there- 
by. It  is  their  desire  to  know  more  of  God,  to  have  more  of 
his  image,  and  to  be  enabled  more  to  imitate  God  and  Christ 
in  their  walk  and  conversation.  Psalm  xxvii.  4.  ^^  One  thing 
have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after,  that  I  may 
dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  be- 
hold the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple.^' 
Psalm  xlii.  1,3.  ''  A4  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water-brooks, 
so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  O  God.  My  soul  thirsteth  for 
God,'  for  the  living  God  :  when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before 
God?''  Psalm  Ixiii.  1,  2.  "O  God,  thou  art  my  God;  early 
will  I  seek  thee  :  my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  longeth 
for  thee  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is ;  to  see 
thy  power  and  thy  ^lory,  so  as  I  have  seen  thee  in  the  sanctua- 
ry.'^  See,  also,  rsalm  Ixxxiv.  1,  2,  3,  and  Psalm  cxxx.  '*  My 
soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord,  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the 
morning ;  I  say,  more  than«they  that  watch  for  the  morning.'' 

Though  every  saint  has  not  this  longing  desire  after  God 
to  the  same  degree  that  the  Psalmist  had,  yet  they  are  all  of 
the  same  spirit;  they  earnestly  desire  to  have  more  of  his  pre- 
sence in  their  hearts.  That  this  is  the  temper  of  the  godly,  in 
feneraK  and  not  of  some  particular  saints  only,  appears  from 
saiah  xxvi.  8,  9 ;  where,  not  any  particular  saint,  but  the 
church,  in  general,  speaks  thus :  ^'  Yea,  In  the  way  of  thy 
judgments,  O  Lord,  have  we  waited  for  thee  ;  the  desire  of 
our  soul  is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee. 
With  my  soul  have  I  desired  the^  in  the  night,  and  with  my 
spirit  within  me  will  I  leek  thee  early.''  See,  also,  Cant.  iii. 
1,2.  V.  6,  8. 


The  saints  are  not  always  in  the  lively 
it  such  a        '     ■       ' 
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t  they  have,  and  aometimes  they  have  the  a 
ble  exercise  of  it.  They  desire  God  and  divine  attninments, 
more  than  all  earthly  things ;  and  seek  lo  be  rich  in  grace,  more 
than  the)  do  lo  get  earthly  riches.  They  desire  the  honour 
which  is  of  God,  more  ihan  thai  which  is  of  men.  (John  v.  '14,) 
and  communion  with  him,  more  than  any  earthly  [ileasurea. 
They  are  of  the  same  Bpiril  which  the  apostle  expresses,  Phil, 
iii.  8.  "  Vea.  doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss,  for  the 
escellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jenus,  my  Lord  ;  and  do 
count  them  hut  dung,  ihal  I  may  win  Christ." 

.1.  The  eaint  prefers  what  he  hath  alrrady  of  Ood  before 
&ay  thing  in  this  world.  That  which  was  infused  into  his  heart 
at  his  conversion,  is  more  precious  to  him  than  any  thing  which 
the  world  can  aJford.  The  views  which  are  sometimes  given 
him  of  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  God.  are  more  precious  to 
him  than  all  the  treasures  of  the  wicked.  The  relation  of  a 
child  in  which  he  stands  to  God,  the  union  which  there  ia  be- 
tween his  soul  and  Jesus  Christ,  he  values  more  than  the  greatest 
earthly  dignity.  That  image  of  God  which  is  instamped  on  bis 
soul,  he  values  more  than  any  earthly  ornaments.  It  is,  in  hi* 
esteem,  better  to  be  adorned  with  the  graces  of  God's  Holj 
Spirit.  Ihun  to  be  made  to  shine  in  jewels  of  gold,  and  llie  most 
costly  pearU.  or  lo  be  admired  for  the  greatest  external  b«auty. 
He  values  the  robe  of  Christ's  righteousness,  which  he  bath  on 
his  soul,  more  than  the  robes  of  princes.  The  spiritual  plea- 
sures and  delights  which  he  sometimes  has  in  God,  he  prefers 
far  before  all  the  pleasures  of  sin.  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  10.  "  A  day 
in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thousand  :  1  had  rather  be  s  door- 
keeper in  the  house  of  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wick- 
edness.'' 

A  saint  thus  prefersGod  before  all  other  things  in  this  worid. 
■^1.  As  he  prefers  God  before  any  thing  else  thai  he  pottesm 
in  the  world.  Whatever  temponil  enjojtnents  he  has,  lie  pre- 
fers God  to  them  all.  Psalm  xvi.  5.  6.  "  The  Lord  is  the  por- 
tion of  mine  inheritance,  and  of  my  cup  :  thou  maintainesi  ray 
lot.  The  lines  are  fallen  lo  me  in  pleasant  places  ;  yea.  I  bare 
a  goodly  herilai|e."  If  he  be  nrh,  he  chiefly  sets  his  heart  OD 
his  heavenly  riches.  He  prefers  God  before  any  earthl)  friend, 
and  the  divine  favour  before  imv  respect  shown  h'm  by  his  fd- 
low-crealures.  Allhnugh  inadvertently  iht-ce  have  room  in  his 
heart,  nnd  loo  mnch  room  ;  ycl  he  reserves  ihe  throne  of  God  ; 
Lake  xiv.  26.  "  If  any  man  come  to  me.  and  hale  nol  his  father 
and  mother,  and  wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and  aislon, 
yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  he  cannot  l>c  mj  disciple" 

3.  Fie  prefers  God  before  any  earlhly  enjoyment  of  which 
he  hath  a  prnspecl.  The  children  of  men  commonly  set  tbeir 
hearts  more  on  some  earthly  happiness  for  which  tbey  kept,  «nd 
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after  wliich  they  are  seeking,  than  on  what  thef  have  in  present 
possession.  But  a  godlj  man  prefers  God  to  any  thing  which 
he  has  in  prospect  in  this  world.  He  may,  indeed,  through  the 
prevalence  of  corruption,  be  for  a  season  curried  away  with  some 
enjoyment ;  however,  he  will  again  come  to  himself;  this  is  not 
the  temper  of  the  man ;  he  is  of  another  spirit. 

3.  It  is  the  spirit  of  a  godly  man  to  |>refer  God  to  any  earthly 
enjoyments  of  which  he  can  conceive.  He  not  only  prefers  him 
to  any  thing  which  he  now  possesses  ;  but  he  sees  nothing  pos- 
sessed by  any  of  his  fellow -creatures,  so  estimable.  Could  he 
have  as  much  woridly  prosperity  as  he  would;  could  he  have 
earthly  things  just  to  his  mind,  and  agreeable  to  his  incltnation ; 
he  values  the  portion  which  he  has  in  God,  incomparably  more- 
He  prefers  Christ  to  earthly  kingdoms. 

APPLICATION. 

1.  Hence  wc  may  learn,  that  whatever  changes  a  godly 
man  passes  through,  be  is  happy ;  because  God,  who  is  unchange- 
able, is  his  chosen  portion.  Though  he  meet  with  temporal 
losses,  and  be  deprived  of  many,  yea.  of  all  his  temporal  enjoy- 
ments ;  yet  God  whom  he  prefers  before  nil,  still  remains,  and 
cannot  be  lost.  While  he  stays  in  this  changeable,  troublesome 
world,  he  is  happy  ;  because  his  chosen  portion,  on  which  he 
builds  as  his  main  foundation  for  happiness,  is  above  the  world, 
and  above  all  changes.  And  when  he  goes  into  another  world, 
still  he  ta  happy,  because  that  portion  yet  remains.  Whatever 
he  be  deprived  of,  he  cannot  be  deprived  of  his  chief  portion  ; 
his  inheritance  remains  sure  to  him. — Could  worldly-minded 
men  find  out  a  way  to  secure  to  themselves  those  earthly  enjoy- 
ments on  which  they  mainly  set  their  hearts,  so  that  they  could 
not  be  lost  nor  impaired  while  they  live,  bow  great  would  they 
account  the  privil^e,  though  other  things  which  they  esteem  in 
a  less  degree,  were  liable  to  the  same  uncertainty  as  they  now 
are !  Whereas  now,  those  earthly  enjoyments,  on  which  men 
chiefly  set  their  hearts,  are  often  most  fading.  But  how  great  is 
the  happiness  of  those  who  have  chosen  the  Fountain  of  all  good, 
who  prefer  him  before  all  things  in  heaven  or  on  cartli ;  and  who 
can  never  be  deprived  of  him  to  all  eternity  ! 

2.  Let  all  by  these  things  examine  and  try  themselves, 
whether  they  be  saints  or  not.  As  this  which  hath  been  exhi- 
bited is  the  spirit  of  the  saints,  so  it  is  peculiar  to  them  :  none 
can  use  the  language  of  the  text,  and  say.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven 
hut  thee?  there  is  none  i^on  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee,  but 
the  sninta.  A  man's  choice  is  that  which  determines  his  state. 
He  that  chooses  God  for  his  portion,  and  prefers  him  to  all  other 
things,  is  a  godly  man,  for  he  chooses  and  worships  him  as  God. 
To  respect  him  as  God,  is  to  respect  him  above  all  other  things ; 
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and  if  any  mao  respect  him  as  his  God,  his  God  he  is ;  tlw 
an  union  aud  covenant  relation  between  that  man  and  the  G 
Ood. — Every  man  is  as  his  God  is.  If  you  would  Icnow  wliat 
a  man  is,  whether  he  be  a  godly  man  or  not,  you  must  inquire 
what  his  God  is?  If  the  true  God  be  he  to  whom  he  hath  a 
supreme  respect,  whom  he  regards  above  all;  he  is  doubtless  a 
servant  of  the  true  God.  But  if  the  man  have  something  else, 
to  which  be  pays  a  greater  respect  than  to.  Jehovah,  be  is  not  a 
^odly  man. 

Inquire,  therefore,  how  it  is  with  you  ; — whether  you  pre- 
fer God  before  all  other  things.  It  may  sometimes  be  a  dlfli- 
culty  for  persons  to  determine  this  to  their  satisfaction ;  the 
ungodly  may  be  deluded  with  false  affectiona:  the  godly  in  doll 
frames  may  be  at  a  loss  about  it.  Therefore  you  may  try  your- 
selves, as  to  this  matter,  several  ways ;  if  you  cannot  speale 
fully  to  one  thing,  yet  you  may  perhaps  to  others. 

I .  What  is  it  which  chiefly  makes  you  desire  to  go  to  heaven 
when  you  die?  Indeed  some  have  no  great  desire  to  go  to 
heaven.  They  do  not  care  to  go  to  hell ;  but  if  they  could  be 
safe  from  that,  they  would  not  much  concern  themselves  about 
heaven.  If  it  lie  not  so  with  you,  but  you  hnd  that  you  have  a 
desire  afler  Leaven,  then  inquire  what  it  is  for,  is  the  maiD 
reasou,  that  you  may  be  with  God,  have  commiinioa  with  bam, 
and  be  conformed  to  him  ;  that  you  may  sec  God  and  CDJoy  liim 
there  ?  Is  this  the  consideration  which  keeps  your  hearts  and 
your  desires,  and  your  expectations  towards  heaven  ' 

".  If  you  could  avoid  death,  and  might  have  your  free 
choice,  would  you  choose  to  live  always  in  this  world  without 
God,  rather  than  in  his  lime  to  leave  the  world,  in  order  to  be 
with  him  ?  If  you  might  live  here  in  earthly  prosperity  to  all 
eternity,  but  destitute  of  the  presence  of  God  and  communiou 
with  him — having  no  spiritual  intercourse  between  him  and  yo«r 
souls,  God  and  you  being  strangers  to  each  other  for  evor— 
would  you  choose  this  rather  than  to  leave  the  world,  in  order 
*.o  dwell  in  heaven,  as  the  children  of  God,  there  to  enjoy  the 
glorious  privileges  of  children,  in  a  holy  and  perfect  love  (o 
God,  and  enjoyment  of  him  to  all  eternity  ? 

S.  Do  you  prefer  Christ  to  all  others  as  the  tcay  to  lieavno  ? 
He  who  truly  chooses  God,  prefers  him  in  each  person  of  Oto 
Trinity;  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost:  the  Father,  ai  his 
Father ;  the  Son,  as  his  Saviour ;  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  bis  Sftnc- 
tifier.  Inquire,  therefore,  not  only  whether  you  choose  the  en- 
joyment of  God  in  heaven  as  your  highest  portion  and  happi- 
ness,  but  also,  whcthcryouchoosc  Jesus  Christ  before  nllotben, 
as  your  way  to  heaven;  and  that  in  a  sense  of  the  excellency  of 
Christ,  and  of  the  way  of  salvaltun  by  him,  as  being  that  wtucb 
:>  tft  iUj.  oinp^^rr'h.-i.t  .,■.,>  gf  sovereign  grace,  w  the  wuqC. 
righteousnesfl  of  th 
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glorious  Redeemor,  the  most  excellent  way  to  life  ia  your  es- 
teem T  Doth  it  add  a  raluc  to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  tbat  it 
is  conferred  in  this  way  ?  Is  this  far  better  to  you  than  to  be 
saved  by  your  own  righteousness,  by  any  of  your  own  perform- 
ancea,  or  by  any  other  mediator  7 

4.  If  you  might  go  to  heaven  in  what  course  you  please, 
would  you  prefer  to  allothere  thewayof  a  ttrict  tsa/«  with  God? 
They  who  prefer  God  as  hath  been  represented,  choose  him,  not 
only  in  the  end,  but  in  the  way.  They  had  rather  be  with  God 
than  with  any  other,  not  only  when  they  come  to  the  end  of  their 
journey ;  but  also  while  they  are  in  their  pilgrimage.  They 
choose  the  way  of  walking  with  God,  though  it  be  a  way  of  la- 
bour, and  care,  and  self-denial,  rather  than  a  way  of  dn,  though 
it  be  a  way  of  sloth,  and  of  gratifying  their  lusts. 

5.  Were  you  to  spend  your  eternity  in  this  world,  would 
you  choose  rather  to  live  in  mean  and  low  circumstances  with 
the  gracious  presence  of  God,  than  to  live  for  ever  in  earthly 

firosperity  without  him.  Would  you  rather  spend  it  in  holy 
iriog,  and  serving  and  walking  with  God,  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  privileges  of  his  children  f  God  odcn  manifesting  him- 
self to  you  as  your  Father,  discovering  to  you  his  gtoiy,  and 
manifesting  his  love,  lifting  the  li^t  of  his  countenance  upon 
you !  Would  you  rather  choose  these  things,  though  in  poverty, 
than  to  abound  in  worldly  things,  and  to  live  in  ease  and  pros- 
perity, at  the  same  time  being  an  alien  from  the  commonwealth 
of  Israel  T  Could  you  be  content  to  stand  in  no  child-like  rela- 
tion to  God,  enjoying  no  gracious  intercourse  with  him,  having 
no  right  to  be  acltnowledged  by  him  as  his  children  ?  Or  would 
such  a  life  as  this,  though  in  ever  so  great  earthly  prosperity,  be 
esteemed  by  you  a  miserable  life  ? 

if,  after  all,  there  remain  with  you  doubts,  and  a  difficulty 
to  determine  concerning  yourselves,  whether  you  do  truly  and 
sincerely  prefer  God  to  all  other  things,  I  would  mention  two 
things  which  are  the  surest  ways  to  be  determined  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  which  seem  to  be  the  best  grounds  of  snlisfaction  in  it. 
1.  The  feehng  of  some  particular,  strong,  and  lively  extr- 
cite  of  such  a  spirit.  A  person  may  have  such  a  spirit  as  is 
.  spoken  of  in  the  doctrine,  and  may  have  the  exercise  of  it  in  a 
low  degree,  and  yet  remain  in  doubt  whether  he  have  it  or  not, 
and  be  unable  to  come  to  a  satisfying  determination.  But  God 
ia  pleased,  sometimes,  to  give  such  discoveries  of  his  glory,  and 
of  the  excellency  of  Christ,  as  do  so  draw  forth  the  heart,  that 
tbey  know,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  they  feel  such  a  spirit  as 
Paul  apike  of,  when  he  said,  "  He  counted  all  tfiiogs  but  loss 
for  tbe  ezceUency  of  Christ  Jesus  his  Lord  ;'*  and  they  can 
boldly  say,  as  in  the  text,  "Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee? 
aod  ttiere  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee.'"  At 
•iQch  times,  tin  people  of  God  do  not  need  any  help  of  minis- 
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tcrs  to  satisfy  them  whether  they  have  the  true  love  of 
they  plainly  see  and  feel  it ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  then  « 
nesBelh  with  Ibeir  spifila,  that  they  are  (be  cliildren  of  God.— 
Therefore,  if  you  would  be  satisfied  upon  this  point,  cameslly 
seek  eucb  attainments  ;  seek,  that  you  may  have  such  clear  aod 
lively  exercises  of  this  spirit.  To  this  end,  you  must  labour 
to  grow  in  grace.  Though  you  have  had  such  esperienccs  in 
limes  paEt,  and  they  satisfied  you  then,  yet  you  may  again  doubt. 
Vou  should,  therefore,  seek,  that  you  may  have  them  more  fre- 
(jucntly  ;  and  the  way  to  that  ii,  earnestly  to  prcBs  forward, that 
you  may  bave  more  acquaintance  with  God,  and  have  theprin- 
oiples  of  grace  strengthened.  This  is  the  way  to  have  the  ex- 
ercises of  grace  stronger,  more  lively,  and  more  frequent,  aod 
so  to  be  satisfied  that  you  have  a  spirit  of  supreme  love  to  God. 
2.  The  other  way  is,  to  inquire,  whether  you  prefer  God 
to  all  other  things  in  practice ;  i.  e.  when  you  have  occaaion  to 
manifeBt  by  your  practice  which  you  prefer — when  you  must 
cither  cleave  to  one  or  the  other,  and  must  cither  forsake  other 
ihtngE,  or  forsake  God — whether  then  it  be  your  manner  practi- 
cally to  prefer  God  to  all  other  things  whatt-ver,  even  to  those 
earthly  things  to  which  your  hearts  are  most  wedded.  Are 
your  lives  those  of  adherence  to  God,  and  of  serving  him  in  this 


He  who  sincerely  prefers  God  to  all  other  things  in  Ws 
heart,  will  do  it  in  hia  practice.  For,  when  God,  aod  all  other 
things,  come  to  stand  in  competition,  that  is  the  proper  trial 
wliataman  chooses;  and  the  manner  of  acting  in  such  cases 
must  certainly  determine  what  the  choice  is  in  all  free  agenti, 
or  those  who  act  on  choice-  Therefore,  there  is  no  sign  of 
sincerity  so  much  insisted  on  in  the  Bible  as  this,  that  we  deny 
oui'selves.  sell  all,  forsake  the  world,  take  up  the  cross,  and  fol- 
low Christ  whithersoever  he  goeth.  Therefore,  so  run,  not  as 
uncertainly ;  so  fight,  not  as  those  that  beat  the  air ;  but  keep 
under  your  bodica,  and  bring  them  into  subjection.  Act  not  sa 
though  you  counted  yourselves  to  have  apprehended  ;  but  this 
one  thing  do,  "  foi^ctting  those  things  which  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before,  press  toward 
the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  ChrisI 
Jesus."  3  Pet.  i.  5,  &c.  "  And,  besides  this,  giving  diligeoce, 
add  to  your  faith,  virtue;  and  to  virtue,  knowledge;  and  to 
knowledge,  temperance ;  and  (o  temperance,  patience;  and  to 
patience,  godliness;  and  to  godliness,  brotherlv  kindness ;  and 
to  brotherly  kindness,  charity.  For.  if  these  things  be  in  yon, 
and  abound,  they  make  you,  that  yc  shall  neither  be  barren  Q 
imfruitfiil  in  (he  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 


SERiHON    III.^ 


THE     SOLE    CONSIDERATION,    THAT    GOD    IS    GOD,   SUF- 
FICIENT TO  STILL  ALL  OBJECTIONS 
TO  HIS  SOVEREIGNTY. 

Psalm  xlvi.   10. 
Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God. 

This  psalm  seems  to  be  a  song  of  the  church  in  a  time  of 
great  revolutions  and  desolations  in  tiie  world.  Therefore  the 
church  glories  in  God  as  her  refuge,  and  strength,  and  present 
help,  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  troubles  and  overtumings, 
ver.  1 — 3.  ^'  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help 
in  trouble.  Therefore  will  we  not  fear,  though  the  earth  be  re- 
moved, and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of 
die  sea  ;  though  the  wat.ers  thereof  roar  and  be  -trebled,  though 
the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling  thereof.''  The  church 
makes  her  boast  of  God,  not  only  as  being  her  help,  by  defend- 
ing her  from  the  desolations  and  calamities  in  which  the  rest  of 
the  world  were  involved,  but  also  by  supplying  her,  as  a  never- 
&iling  river,  with  refreshment,  comfort  and  joy,  in  the  times  of 
public  calamities.  See  ver.  4,  5,  ''*'  There  is  a  river,  the  streams 
whereof  shall  make  glad  the  city  of  God,  the  holy  place  of  the 
tabernacles  of  the  Most  High.  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her,  she 
shall  not  be  moved;  God  shall  help  her,  and  that  right  early.'' 

In  the  6th  and  8th  verses  are  set  forth  the  terrible  changes 
and  calamities  which  were  in  the  world  :  ^^  The  Heathen  raged, 
the  kingdoms  were  moved:  he  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth  melt- 
ed. Come,  behold  the  works  of  God,  what  desolation  he  hath 
made  in  the  earth."  In  the  verse  preceding  the  text,  is  elegant- 

*  Dated  June,  1735. 
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ly  Get  forth  ttic  manner  in  which  God  dcUt'ers  the  church  j 
these  calamilies,  and  especially  from  the  desolations  of  war, 
the  rage  of  their  enemies  :  "  He  makclh  wars  to  cease  unto  tbci 
end  of  the  eurth;  he  breakelh  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the  spear  in 
sunder;  he  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  6re;"  i.e.  he  makeib 
war»  to  ccaae  when  the}'  are  against  his  people ;  he  breakelh 
the  bow  when  bent  agniuat  his  saints. 

Then  f'lllow  the  words  of  Ihe  text :  "  Be  still,  and  know 
that  I  am  God."  The  great  works  of  God,  wherein  his  sove- 
reignty appeared,  had  been  described  in  the  foregoing  verses, 
]q  the  awful  desolations  that  he  made,  and  by  delivering  tib 
people  by  terrible  things,  he  showed  his  greatness  and  domiuioo. 
Herein  he  manifested  his  power  and  sovereignly,  and  so  com- 
mands all  to  be  stUt.  and  know  that  he  in  God,  For  says  he,  "  1 
will  be  exalted  among  the  heathen;  I  will  be  exalted  in  (he 
earth." 

In  the  words  may  be  observed, 

1.  A  duty  described  to  be  still  before  God,  and  under  the 
dispensations  of  his  providence ;  which  implies  thai  we  must  be 
still  as  to  words  ;  not  speaking  against  the  sovereign  dispensa- 
tions of  Providence,  or  complaining  of  them;  not  darkening 
counsel  by  words  without  knowledge,  or  justifying  ourselves, 
and  speaking  great  swelling  words  of  vanity,  Wc  must  be  atill 
us  to  actions  and  outward  biibaviotir,  so  as  not  to  oppose  God 
in  his  dispensations  ;  and  as  to  iht  imoard  frame  of  our  ktartt, 
cultivating  a  calm  and  quiet  submission  of  soul  to  the  sovereign 
pleasure  of  God.  whatever  it  be. 

2.  We  may  observe  the  ground  of  this  duty,  vir..  Ihe  ifin- 
nity  of  God.  His  being  God  is  a  sufficient  reason  why  we  should 
be  still  befopu  him,  in  no  wise  murmuring,  or  objecting,  or  Op- 
posing, but  calmly  and  humbly  submitting  to  him. 

3.  How  we  must  fullil  this  duty,  of  being  still  before  God, 
viz,  with  a  *eu8e  of  his  divinity,  as  seeing  the  ground  of  this 
duty,  in  that  we  know  him  to  bu  God.  Our  submission  is  to  be 
such  as  becomes  rational  creatures.  God  doth  not  require  us 
to  submit  contrary  to  reason,  but  to  submit  as  seeing  IJie  rea- 
son and  ground  of  submission. — Hence  the  bare  consideration 
that  God  is  God,  may  well  be  sufficient  to  still  all  objecti«at 
and  opposition  against  the  divine  sovereign  dispensations. 

This  may  appear  by  the  following  things  : 

I.  In  that  he  is  God.  he  is  an  absolutely  and  infinitely 
perfect  being)  and  it  is  impossible  that  he  should  do  amiite.  As 
he  ie  eternal,  and  receives  not  bis  existence  from  any  other,  be 
cannot  be  limited  in  his  being,  or  any  otiributo,  (o  any  certain 
determinate  i^uantity.    If  any  thing  have  hounds  fixed  to  it.  there 
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must  be  some  cause  or  reason  why  those  bounds  are  fixed  just 
where  they  are.  Whence  it  will  follow,  that  every  limited  thing 
most  have  some  cause ;  and  therefore  that  being  which  has  no 
cause  must  be  unlimited. 

It  is  most  evident  by  the  works  of  God,  that  his  under- 
standing and  power  are  infinite ;  for  he  that  hath  made  all  things 
out  of  nothing,  and  upholds,  and  governs,  and  manages  all  things 
every  moment,  in  all  ages,  without  growing  weary,  must  be  of 
infinite  power.  He  must  also  be  of  infinite  knowledge;  for  if 
he  made  all  things,  and  upholds  and  governs  all  things  continu- 
ally, it  will  follow,  that  he  knows  and  perfectly  sees  all  things, 
great  and  small,  in  heaven  and  earth,  contiiiualiy  at  one  view  ; 
which  cannot  be  without  infinite  understanding. 

Being  thus  infinite  in  understanding  and  power,  he  must 
also  be  perfectly  holy ;  for  unholiness  always  argues  some  defect, 
some  blindness.  Where  there  is  no  darkness  or  delusion,  there 
can  be  no  unholiness.  It  is  impossible  that  wickedness  should 
consist  with  infinite  light.  Grod  being  infinite  in  power  and 
knowledge,  he  must  be  self-sufficient  and  all-sufficient ;  there- 
fore it  is  impossible  that  he  should  be  under  any  temptation  to 
do  any  thing  amiss ;  for  he  can  have  no  end  in  doing  it*  When 
any  are  tempted  to  do  amiss,  it  is  for  selfish  ends.  But  how 
can  an  all-sufficient  Being,  who  wants  nothing,  be  tempted  to  do 
evil  for  selfish  ends  ?  So  that  God  is  essentially  holy,  and  no- 
thing is  more  impossible  than  that  God  should  do  amiss. 

3.  As  he  is  God,  he  is  so  greats  that  he  is  infinitely  above 
all  comprehension ;  and  therefore  it  is  unreasonable  in  us  to 
quarrel  with  his  dispensations,  because  they  are  mysterious.  If 
he  were  a  being  that  we  could  comprehend,  he  would  not  be 
God.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  any  other,  than  that 
there  should  be  many  things  in  the  nature  of  God,  and  in  his 
works  and  government,  to  us  mysterious,  and  which  we 
never  can  fully  find  out. 

What  are  we  ?  and  what  do  we  make  of  ourselves,  when 
we  expect  that  God  and  his  wa^s  should  be  upon  a  level  with 
our  understandings  ?  We  are  infinitely  unequal  to  any  such 
thing,  as  comprehending  God.  We  may  less  unreasonably  ex- 
pect that  a  nut-shell  should  contain  the  ocean  :  Job  xi.  7,  &c« 
''  Canst  thou  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  canst  thou  find  out  the 
Almighty  unto  perfection  7  It  is  as  high  as  heaven,  what  canst 
thou  do  ?  deeper  than  hell,  what  canst  thou  know  ?  The  mea- 
sure thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  sea.^^ 
If  we  were  sensible  of  the  distance  which  there  is  between  God 
and  us,  we  should  see  the  reasonableness  of  that  interrogation 
of  the  apostle,  Rom.  ix.  20.  ^^  Who  art  thou,  O  man,  that  re- 
pliest  against  God.'^ 

If  we  find  fault  with  God^s  government,  we  virtually  sup- 
pose ourselves  fit  to  be  God^s  counsellors ;  whereas  it  becomes 
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US  rather,  with  great  humilitj  and  adoration,  to  cry  out  with  the 
apostle,  Rom.  ix.  33,  &c.  ''  O  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of 
the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God !  How  unsearchable  are 
his  judgment^,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out !  For  who  hath 
known  the  mind  of  the  Lord  ?  or  who  hath  been  his  couniellor  7 
or  who  hath  iir<t  given  to  him,  and  it  shall  be  recompensed  unto 
him  again  ?  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all 
things:  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever/'  U  little  children  should 
rise  up  and  find  fault  with  the  supreme  legislature  of  a  nation, 
or  quarrel  with  the  mysterious  administrations  of  the  sovereign, 
would  it  not  be  looked  upon  that  they  meddled  with  things  too 
high  for  them?  And  what  are  we  but  babes?  Our  under- 
standings are  infinitely  less  than  those  of  babes,  in  comparison 
with  the  wisdom  of  God.  It  becomes  us  therefore  to  be  sensible 
of  it,  and  to  behave  ourselves  accordingly.  Psalm  cxxxi.  1,  2. 
'^  Lord,  my  heart  is  not  haughty*  nor  mine  eyes  lofty :  neither 
do  I  exercise  myself  in  great  matters,  or  in  things  too  high  for 
me.  Surely  1  have  behaved  and  quieted  myself,  as  a  child.^^ 
This  consideration  alone  of  the  infinite  distance  between  God 
and  us,  and  between  God^s  understanding  and  ours,  should  be 
enough  to  still  and  quiet  us  concerning  all  that  God  does,  how- 
ever mysterious  and  unintelligible  to  us. — Nor  have  we  any  right 
to  expect,  that  God  should  particularly  explain  to  us  the  reason 
of  his  dispensations.  It  is  fit  that  God  should  not  give  any  ac- 
count of  his  matters  to  us.  worms  of  the  dust,  that  we  may  be 
sensible  of  our  distance  from  him,  and  adore  and  submit  to  him 
in  humble  reverence. 

Therefore  we  find,  that  when  Job  was  so  full  of  difficulty 
about  the  divine  dispensations,  God  did  not  answer  him  by  par- 
ticularly explaining  the  reasons  of  his  mysterious  providence ; 
but  by  showing  him  what  a  poor  worm,  what  a  nothing  he  was, 
and  how  much  he  himself  was  above  him.  This  more  became 
God  than  it  would  have  done  to  enter  into  a  particular  debate 
with  him,  or  to  unfold  the  mysterious  difficulties :  it  became 
Job  to  submit  to  God  in  those  things  that  he  could  not  under- 
stand, and  to  this  the  reply  tended  to  bring  him.  It  is  fiit  that 
God  should  dwell  in  thick  darkness,  or  in  light  to  which  no  man 
can  approach,  which  no  man  hath  seen  or  can  sec.  No  wonder 
that  a  God  of  infinite  glory  shines  with  a  brightness  too  strong 
for  mortal  eyes.  For  the  angels  themselves,  those  mighty  spirits, 
arc  represented  as  covering  their  faces  in  this  light;  Isa.  vi. 

3.  As  he  is  God,  all  things  are  his  otzjh,  and  he  hath  a  right 
to  dispose  of  them  according  to  his  own  pleasure.  All  things 
in  this  lower  world  are  his;  Job  xli.  11.  "Whatsoever  is 
under  the  whole  heaven  is  mine.  Yea,  the  whole  universe  is 
God^s;  Deut.  x.  14.  *' Behold,  the  heaven  and  the  heaven  of 
heavens  is  the  Ijord's  ;  the  earth  also,  with  all  that  is  therein.*' 
All  things  arc  his,  because  all  things  nrc  from  him ;  they  arc 
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wholly  from  him,  and  from  him  alone.  Those  things  which  are 
made  by  men  are  not  wholly  from  them.  When  a  man  builds  a 
house,  it  is  not  wholly  from  him ;  nothing  of  which  the  house  is 
made  has  its  being  from  him.  But  all  creatures  are  wholly  and 
entirely  th^  fruits  of  God's  power,  and  therefore  it  is  fit  that  they 
should  be  subject  to,  and  for  his  pleasure,  Prov.  xvi.  4.  And 
as  all  things  are /rom  God,  so  they  are  upheld  in  being  by  him, 
and  would  sink  into  nothing  in  a  moment,  if  he  did  not  uphold 
them.  And  all  things  are  to  him.  Rom.  xi.  36.  '^  For  by  him, 
and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things."  Col.  i.  16,  17. 
*'  For  by  him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and 
that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones 
or  dominions,  principalities  or  powers,  all  things  were  created  bv 
him  and  for  him ;  and  he  is  before  all  things^  and  by  him  all 
things  consbt;'^  All  mankind  are  his  ;  their  lives,  and  breath, 
and  being ;  ^'  for  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.'' 
Our  souls  and  capacities  are  from  him.  Ezek.  xviii.  4.  '^  All 
souls  are  mine :  as  the  soul  of  the  father,  so  also  the  soul  of  the 
son  is  mine." 

4.  In  that  he  is  God,  he  is  worthy  to  he  sovereign  over  all 
tfain^.  Sometimes  men  are  the  owners  of  more  than  they  arc 
woruiy  of.  But  God  is  not  only  the  owner  of  the  whole  world, 
as  all  is  from  and  dependent  on  him ;  but  such  is  his  perfection, 
the  excellency  and  dignity  of  his  nature,  that  he  is  worthy  of 
sovereignty  over  all.  No  man  ought  in  the  temper  of  his  mind 
to  be  opposite  to  God's  exercising  the  sovereignty  of  the  uni- 
verse, as  if  he  were  not  worthy  of  it ;  for  to  be  the  absolute 
sovereign  of  the  universe  is  not  a  glory  or  dignity  too  great  for 
him.  All  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  angels  and  men,  are 
nothing  in  comparison  with  him ;  all  are  as  the  drop  of  the 
bucket,  and  as  the  light  dust  of  the  balance.  It  is  therefore  fit 
that  every  thing  should  be  in  his  hands,  to  be  disposed  of  ac- 
cording to  his  pleasure. — His  will  and  pleasure  are  of  infinitely 
greater  importance  than  the  will  of  creatures.  It  is  fit  that  his 
will  should  take  place,  though  contrary  to  the  will  of  all  other 
beings ;  that  he  should  make  himself  his  own  end ;  and  order  all 
things  for  himself.—- God  is  possessed  of  such  perfections  and 
excellencies  as  to  qualify  him  to  be  the  absolute  sovereign  of 
the  world. — Certainly  it  is  more  fit  that  all  things  be  under  the 
guidance  of  a  perfect  unerring  wisdom,  than  that  they  should  be 
left  to  themselves  to  fall  in  confusion,  or  be  brought  to  pass  by 
blind  causes.  Yea,  it  is  not  fit  that  any  affairs  within  the  go* 
vemment  of  God  should  be  left  without  the  direction  of  his  wise 
providence;  least  of  all,  things  of  the  greatest  importance* 

It  is  dl>8urd  to  suppose  that  God  is  obliged  to  keep  every 
creature  from  sinning  and  exposing  himself  to  an  adequate  pun- 
ishment. For  if  so,  then  it  will  follow  that  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  a  moral  government  of  God  over  reasonable  crea* 
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luies ;  and  it  would  be  an  absurdity  for  God  to  give  ttj 
for  he  himself  would  he  the  paily  bound  to  see  to  the 
jincc,  and  there  could  be  no  use  of  promises  or  threatening^. 
But  if  God  may  leave  a  creature  to  sin,  and  to  expose  himself 
to  punishment,  then  it  is  much  fitter  and  better  that  Ihe  matter 
should  be  ordered  by  wisdom,  who  should  justly  lie  exposed  by 
sin  to  pimishmcnt,  and  who  not;  than  that  it  be  letl  to  come  to 
pass  by  confused  chance.  It  is  unworthy  of  the  governor  of  the 
world  to  leave  things  to  chance  ;  it  belongs  to  him  to  govern  all 
things  by  wisdom. — And  as  God  has  wisdom  to  qualify  him  (o  be 
sovereign,  so  he  has  ^omtj- also  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  de- 
terminations of  wisdom.  And  he  is  essentially  and  invariably 
fioli/  and  righteous,  and  infinitely  good :  whereby  he  is  qualified 
to  govern  the  world  in  the  best  manner. — Therefore,  when  he 
acts  as  sovereign  of  the  world,  it  is  tit  that  we  should  be  Etil), 
and  willingly  submit,  and  in  nowise  oppose  his  having  the  glory 
of  his  sovereignty;  but  should  in  a  sense  of  his  worthiness, 
cheerfully  ascribe  it  to  him,  and  say.  "  Thine  is  the  kingdom, 
and  the  power  und  the  glory,  for  ever ;"  and  say  with  those  in 
Rev.  V.  13.  "  Blessing  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  to 
him  thatsitteth  upon  the  throne." 

5.  In  that  he  is  God,  he  toill  be  sovereign,  and  will  act  as 
such.  He  sits  on  the  throne  of  his  sovereignty,  and  hie  king- 
dom nileth  over  all.  He  will  be  exalted  in  bis  sovereign  power 
and  dominion,  as  lie  himself  declares;  "I  will  be  exalted  among 
the  heathen,  I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth."  He  will  have  ill 
men  to  know,  that  he  is  most  high  over  all  the  eartb.  He  doth 
according  to  his  will  in  the  iirmies  of  heaven  and  amongst  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  none  can  stay  his  hand.  There  is 
no  Huch  thing  as  frustrating,  or  baffling,  or  undermining  his  de- 
signs ;  for  he  is  great  in  counsel,  and  wonderful  in  working. 
(Hs  counsel  shall  stand,  and  he  will  do  all  his  ple&sure.  There 
is  no  wisdom,  nor  understanding,  nor  counsel  against  the  Lord  ; 
whatsoever  (iiod  doll),  it  bIirII  be  for  ever;  nothing  shall  be 
put  to  it,  nor  any  thing  taken  from  it.  He  will  work,  and  who 
shall  let  it  ?  He  is  able  to  dash  in  pieces  the  enemy.  If  men 
Join  hand  in  hand  against  him,  to  hinder  or  oppose  his  designs, 
lie  breaks  tlie  how,  he  cuts  the  spear  in  sunder,  he  bumeth  tbc 
chariot  in  the  fire. — He  kills,  and  be  makes  alive,  he  brings  down 
and  raises  up  just  as  he  pleases.  !sa.  xlv.  6,  7.  "That  they 
may  know  from  the  rising  of  the  sun,  and  from  the  west,  that 
there  is  none  besides  me.  I  am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none 
else  ;  1  form  the  light,  and  create  darkness ;  I  make  peace,  and 
create  evil ;  I  the  Lord  do  all  these  things." 

Great  men,  and  rich  men,  and  wise  men  cannot  binder 
God  from  doing  his  pleasure.  He  leadeth  counaellon  awaj 
spoiled ;  he  acceptoth  not  the  persons  of  princes,  nor  rc^ndWh 
I  Inc  rich  more  than  the  poor.     There  are  many  devicfldC^ 
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man's  heart,  but  the  couusel  of  the  Lord  that  shall  stand,  and 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations* — When  he  gives 
quietness,  who  can  make  trouble?  When  he  hides  his  face, 
who  can  behold  him  ?  He  breaketh  down,  and  it  cannot  be 
built  up  agi^in :  he  shutteth  up  a  man,  and  there  can  be  no 
opening ;  when  he  purposeth,  who  shall  disannul  it  ?  And  when 
his  hand  is  stretched  out,  who  shall  turn  it  back  ? — So  there  is 
no  hindering  God  from  being  sovereign,  and  acting  as  such. — 
^'  He  hath  mercy  on  whom  be  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he 
will  he  hardeneth/^  .  He  hath  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  ; 
he  openeth,  and  no  man  shutteth :  he  shutteth,  and  np  man 
openeth.  This  may  show  us  the  folly  of  opposing  ourselves 
against  the  sovereign  dispensations  of  God;  and  how  much 
more  wisely  they  act  who  quietly  and  sweetl^  submit  to  his  so- 
vereign will. 

6.  In  that  he  is  God,  he  is  able  to  avenge  himself  on  those 
who  oppose  his  sovereignty.  He  is  wise  of  hearty  and  mighty 
in  strength ;  who  hath  hardened  himself  against  God  and  pros- 
pered !  He  that  will  contend  with  God,  must  answer  it.  And 
what  a  poor  creature  is  man  to  fight  against  God !  Is  he  able  to 
make  his  part  good  with  him  ?  Whoever  of  God^s  enemies  deal 
proudly,  he  wul  show  that  he  is  above  them.  They  will  be 
but  as  the  chaff  before  the  whirlwind,  and  shall  be  as  the  fat 
of  lambs ;  they  shall  consume  into  smoke,  they  shall  consume 
away.  '^  Who  would  set  the  briers  and  thorns  against  him  in 
battle?  He  would  go  through  them,  he  would  burn  them  toge- 
ther."   Isa.  xxviu  4. 

APPLICATION. 

A  manifold  improvement  might  be  made  of  this  doctrine, 
which  a  little  reflection  may  surest  to  each  of  us.  But  the 
improvement  which  I  shall  at  this  time  make  of  it,  shall  be  only 
in  an  use  of  reproof  to  such  under  convictions  of  sin,  and  fears 
of  hell,  as  are  not  still,  but  oppose  the  sovereignty  of  God  in 
the  disposals  of  his  grace.  This  doctrine  shows  the  unreason- 
ableness, and  drea^ul  wickedness,  of  your  refusing  heartily  to 
own  the  sovereignty  of  God  in  this  matter.  It  shows  that  you 
know  not  that  God  is  God.  If  you  knew  this,  you  would  be 
inwardly  still  and  quiet ;  you  would  humbly  and  calmly  lie  in 
the  dust  before  a  sovereign  God,  and  would  see  sufficient  reason 
for  it. 

In  objecting  and  quarrelling  about  the  righteousness  of 
God's  laws  and  threatenings,  and  his  sovereign  dispensations 
towarda  you  and  others,  you  oppose  his  divinity^  you  show  your 
ignorance  of  hi&  divine  greatness  and  excellency,  and  that  you 
cannot  bear  that  he  should  have  divine  honour.  It  is  from  low 
mean  thoughts  of  God,  that  you  do  in  your  minds  oppose  hrs  bc>. 


vereigntj',  llmt  you  are  not  eensible  how  dangerous  your  « 
duct  iSt  and  what  an  audacioas  thing  it  is  for  such  a  creature  i 
man  to  strive  with  his  Maker. 

What  poor  creatures  are  you,  that  you  should  set  up  your- 
selves for  judges  over  the  Most  High;  that  you  should  take  it 
upon  you  to  call  God  to  an  account ;  that  you  should  say  to  tbe 
great  Jehovah,  what  dost  thou  T  and  that  you  should  pass  sen- 
tence against  him  !  If  you  knew  that  he  is  God,  you  wouM 
not  act  in  this  manner ;  but  this  knowledge  would  be  sufficient 
to  still  and  calm  you  concerning  all  God's  dispensations,  and 
you  would  say  with  Eli,  in  1  Sam.  iii.  18 — "  It  is  the  Lord,  let 
him  do  what  scemcth  good  in  his  sight." — But  here  1  shall  be 
more  particular  in  several  things. 

1.  It  is  from  mean  thoughts  of  God,  (hat  you  are  not  con- 
vinced that  you  have,  by  your  sins,  deserved  his  eternal  wrath 
and  curse.  If  you  had  any  proper  sense  of  the  infinite  majcs* 
ty,  greatness,  and  holiness  of  God,  you  would  see,  that  to  be 
cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  and  there  to  bare  no 
rest,  day  nor  night,  is  not  a  punishment  more  than  equal  to  the 
demerit  of  sin, — You  would  not  have  so  good  a  thought  of 
yourselves  ;  you  would  not  be  so  clean  and  pure  in  your  own 
eyes  J  you  would  sec  what  vi!c,  unworthy,  hell-deserving  crea- 
tures you  arc.  If  you  had  not  little  thoughts  of  God,  and  were 
to  consider  how  you  have  set  yourselves  against  him — how 
you  have  slighted  him,  his  commandments,  and  threalenii^, 
and  despised  his  goodness  and  mercy ;  how  often  you  have 
disobeyed;  how  obstinate  you  have  been;  how  your  whole 
lives  have  been  filled  up  with  sin  against  God — you  would  not 
wonder  that  God  threatens  to  destroy  you  for  ever,  but  would 
wonder  that  he  bath  not  actually  done  it  before  now. 

If  you  had  not  mean  thoughts  of  God,  you  would  not  find 
fault  with  him  for  not  setting  his  love  on  you  who  never  exer- 
cised any  love  to  him-  You  would  not  think  it  unjust  in  God 
not  to  seek  your  interest  and  eternal  welfare,  who  never  would 
be  persuaded  at  all  to  seek  his  glory ;  you  would  not  think  it  un- 
just in  him  to  slight  and  disregard  you,  who  have  so  oDen  and  ao 
long  made  light  of  God-  If  you  had  not  mean  thoughts  of  God, 
you  never  would  think  him  obliged  to  bestow  eternal  ealration 
upon  you,  who  have  never  been  truly  thankful  for  one  nwrcy 
which  you  have  already  received  of  him, — What  do  you  ihinlE 
of  yourselves  ?  what  great  ideas  have  you  of  yourselves?  and 
what  thoughts  have  you  of  God.  that  you  think  he  is  obliged  to 
do  so  mucn  for  you,  though  you  treat  him  ever  so  ungratefullr 
for  the  kindness  which  he  hath  already  bestowed  upon  you  all 
the  days  of  your  lives  ?  It  must  be  from  little  thoughts  of  God, 
that  you  think  it  unjust  in  him  not  to  regard  you  when  you  call 
upon  him;  when  he  hath  earnestly  called  to  you,  bo  loni;  twA 
iflen,  and  yoo  would  not  be  persuaded  to  hearken 
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What  thoughts  have  you  of  God,  that  you  think  he  is  more 
obKged  to  hear  what  you  say  to  him,  than  you  are  to  regard 
what  he  says  to  you  ? 

It  is  from  diminutive  thoughts  of  God,  that  you  think  he 
is  obliged  to  show  mercy  to  you  when  you  seek  it,  thou(^ 
you  have  been  for  a  long  time  wilfully  sinning  against  him, 
provoking  him  to  anger,  and  presuming  that  he  would  show 

{ou  mercy  when  you  should  seek  it.  What  kind  of  thoughts 
ave  you  of  God,  that  you  think  he  is  obliged,  as  it  were,  to 
yield  himself  up  to  be  abused  by  men,  so  that  when  they 
have  done,  his  mercy  and  pardoning  grace  shall  not  be  in  his 
own  power,  but  he  must  be  obliged  to  dispense  them  at  their 
call! 

3.  It  is  from  little  thoughts  of  God,  that  you  quarrel 
against  his  justice  in  the  condemnation  of  sinners,  from  the 
doctrine  of  original  sin*  It  must  be  because  you  do  not 
know  him  to  be  God,  and  will  not  allow  him  to  be  sovereign. 
It  is  for  want  of  a  sense  how  much  God  is  above  you,  that 
those  things  in  him  which  are  above  your  comprehension, 
are  such  difficulties  and  stumbling-blocks  to  you ;  it  is  for 
want  of  a  sense  how  much  the  wisdom  and  understanding  of 
God  are  above  yours,  and  what  poor  short-sighted,  blind  crea- 
tures you  are  in  comparison  with  him.  If  you  were  sensible 
what  God  is,  you  would  see  it  most  reasonable  to  expect  that 
his  ways  should  be  far  above  the  reason  of  man,  and  that  he 
dwelk  in  light  which  no  man  can  approach  unto,  which  no 
man  hath  seen,  nor  can  see. — If  men  were  sensible  how  ex- 
cellent and  perfect  a  Being  he  is,  they  would  not  be  so  apt 
to  be  jealous  of  him,  and  to  suspect  him  in  things  which  lie 
beyond  their  understandings.  It  would  be  no  difficulty  with 
them  to  trust  God  out  of  sight.  What  horrid  arrogance  in 
worms  of  the  dust,  that  they  should  think  they  have  wisdom 
enougti  to  examine  and  determine  concerning  what  God  dotli| 
and  to  pass  sentence  on  it  as  unjust  ?  If  you  were  sensible 
how  great  and  glorious  a  being  God  is,  it  would  not  be  such 
a  difficulty  with  you  to  allow  him  the  dignity  of  such  absolute 
Bovereimty,  as  that  he  should  order  as  he  pleases,  whether 
every  single  man  should  stand  for  himself,  or  whether  a  com- 
mon Father  should  stand  for  alh 

3.  It  is  from  mean  thoughts  of  God,  that  you  trust  in  your 
02Dn  righteousness,  and  think  that  God  ought  to  respect  you 
for  it*  If  you  knew  how  great  a  Being  he  is,  if  you  saw  that 
he  is  God  indeed,  you  would  see  how  unworthy,  how  miser- 
able a  present  it  is  to  be  offered  to  such  a  Being.  It  is  be- 
cause yon  are  blind,  and  know  not  what  a  being  he  is  with 
whom  yoQ  have  to  do,  that  you  make  so  much  of  your  own  righte- 
ousness.  if  yon  bad  your  eyes  open  to  see  that  he  is  God  in- 
deed, yoa  woaM  wonder  bow  you  could  think  to  commend 
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yourselves  to  so  great  a  Being  by  your  gilts,  by  such  i 
aiTectiona,  such  broken  prayers,  wherein  is  so  much  hypocrugs 
and  90  much  selfishness. — If  you  had  not  very  mean  thoughts 
of  God,  you  would  wonder  that  ever  jou  could  think  of  pur- 
chasing the  favour  and  love  of  so  great  a  God  by  your  services. 
You  would  see  ihat  it  would  be  unworthy  of  God  to  bestow 
such  a  mercj  upon  you,  as  peace  with  him,  and  his  everlasting 
love,  and  the  enjoyment  of  himself,  for  such  a  price  as  you 
have  to  offer :  and  that  he  would  exceedingly  dishonour  himself 
in  so  doing. — If  you  saw  what  God  is,  you  would  exclaim,  as 
Job  did,  Job  lii.  5,  6.  "  Now  mine-e^e  sceth  thee  ;  wherefore 
1  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes."  And  as  Uaiah 
did,  chap.  vi.  5.  "  Wo  is  me,  for  1  am  undone,  because  I  am  a 
roan  of  unclean  lips ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  tbe  King,  the 
Lord  of  hosts." 

4.  It  is  from  mean  thoughts  of  God,  that  you  contead  with 
him,  because  ho  bestows  grace  on  some,  and  not  on  others. 
,  Thus  God  doth :  he  hath  mercy  on  whom  be  will  have  mercy  ; 
he  takes  one,  and  leaves  another,  of  those  who  are  in  like  cir- 
cumstances-, as  it  is  said  of  Jacob  and  Esau,  while  (hey  were 
not  yet  born,  and  had  done  neither  good  nor  evil,  Rom.  ix. 
10 — 13.  With  this  sinners  often  quarrel;  but  they  who  upon 
this  ground  quarrel  with  God,  suppose  him  to  be  bound  to  bestow 
his  grace  on  sinners.  For  if  he  be  bound  to  none,  then  he  may 
take  his  choice,  and  bestow  it  on  whom  he  pleases;  and  his 
bestowing  it  on  some,  brings  no  obligation  on  him  to  bestow 
it  on  others.  Has  God  no  right  to  his  own  grace?  is  it  not  at 
bis  own  disposal '!  and  is  God  incapable  of  making  a  gift  or 
present  of  it  to  any  man  ?  for  a  person  cannot  make  a  present 
of  that  which  is  not  bis  own,  or  in  his  uwn  right.  It  is  im- 
pOBsiblc  to  give  a  debt. 

But  what  a  low  thought  of  God  does  this  argue  !  Consider 
what  it  is  you  would  make  of  God.  Must  he  be  «o  tied  up,  that 
he  cannot  use  his  own  pleasure  in  bestowing  his  own  gifts  1  Is 
he  obliged  to  bestow  Ihem  on  one.  because  it  is  his  pleasure  to 
hcstow  them  on  another  ?  Is  not  God  worthy  to  have  the  same 
right  to  dispose  of  his  gifts,  as  a  man  has  of  his  money  ?  or  is  it 
because  God  is  not  so  great,  and  therefore  should  be  more  sub- 
)ect,  more  under  bounds,  than  men?  Is  not  God  worthy  to 
have  as  absolute  a  propriety  in  his  goods  as  man  bus  in  his  '■ 
At  this  rate,  God  cannot  make  a  present  of  any  thing ;  ho  has 
nothing  of  his  own  to  bestow.  Ifhehavc  a  mind  to  show  a  pe- 
culiar favour  to  some,  to  lay  some  under  specini  obligations,  be 
cannot  do  it,  on  tbe  supposition,  because  his  fuvour  ii  not  at  hit 
owu  disposal !  The  truth  is,  men  have  low  thoughts  of  Ood,  or 
else  they  would  willingly  ascribe  sovereignty  to  htm  in  this  mat- 
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God  is  pleased  to  show  mercy  to  his  enemies,  according  to 
his  own  sovereign  pleasure.  And  surely  it  is  fit  he  should.  How 
unreasonable  is  it  to  think  that  God  stands  bound  to  his  enemies ! 
Therefore  consider  what  you  do  in  quarrelling  with  God,  and 
opposing  his  sovereignty.  Consider  with  whom  it  is  you  con- 
tend. Let  all  who  are  sensible  of  their  misery,  and  afraid  of 
the  wrath  of  God,  consider  these  things.  Those  of  you  who 
have  been  long  seeking  salvation,  but  are  in  great  terrors 
through  fear  that  God  will  destroy  you,  consider  what  you  have 
Iieard,  bt  stilly  ayid  know  that  he  is  God.  When  God  seems  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  your  cries  ;  when  he  seems  to  frown  upon 
you  ;  when  he  shows  mercy  to  others,  your  equals,  or  those  who 
are  worse,  and  who  have  been  seeking  a  less  time  than  you  ;— - 
be  still.  Consider  who  he  is  that  disposes  and  orders  these 
things.  You  shall  consider  it ;  you  shall  know  it :  he  will  make 
all  men  to  know  that  he  is  God.  You  shall  either  know  it  for 
your  good  here,  by  submission,  or  to  your  cost  hereafter. 


SERMON  IV.- 


GREAT   GUILT    HO    OBSTACLE    TO   THE    PARDOJt  j 
OF    TU£    RETTFRNinG   SINNER. 


PSALU  XXV.    II. 

For  thy  name's  sake,  Q  Lord, pardon  mine  intquiiy  ;/or  if  isg 

It  is  evident  by  some  paasages  in  this  psalm,  that  when  it 
was  penned,  it  was  a  lime  of  affliction  and  danger  with  David. 
This  appears  particularly  by  the  15th  and  followiog  venes: 
"  Mine  eyes  are  ever  towards  the  Lord  ;  for  he  shall  pluck  mv 
feet  out  of  the  net,"  &.c.  His  distress  makes  him  think  of  hiB 
sins,  and  leads  him  to  confess  them,  and  to  cry  to  God  for  par- 
don, as  is  suitable  in  a  time  of  affliction.  See  verse  7.  "  Ke- 
member  not  the  sins  of  my  youth,  nor  my  ti-ansgressioos ;"  and 
verse  18.  "Look  upon  mine  affliction,  and  my  p&in,  and  for- 
give all  my  sins," 

II  is  observable  in  the  text,  what  aif  uments  the  psalmist 
makes  use  of  in  pleading  for  pardon. 

1.  He  pleads  for  pardon  /or  God's  name's  sake.  He  hts 
no  expectation  of  pardon  for  the  sake  of  any  righteousness  or 
worthmess  of  his  for  any  good  deeds  he  had  done,  or  any  com- 
pensation he  had  made  for  his  -ins ;  though  if  man's  ri^leoui- 
ness  could  be  a  just  plea.  David  would  have  had  as  much  to  plead 
as  most.  But  he  begs  that  God  would  do  it  for  his  own  name's 
sake,  for  his  own  glory,  for  the  glory  of  his  own  free  grace,  and 
for  the  honour  of  his  own  covenant-faithfulness. 


thoT  dited  tiu  Sonaoiu. 
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3.  The  psalmist  pleads  the  greattuss  of  his  sins  as  an  argu- 
ment  for  mercy.  He  not  only  doth  not  plead  his  own  ng^teoos- 
ness,  or  the  smallness  of  his  sins ;  he  not  only  doth  not  iay. 
Pardon  mine  iniquity,  for  I  hare  dooe  much  good  to  coaatem- 
lance  it ;  or,  Pardoo  mine  iniquity^  for  it  is  small,  and  thou  hast 
no  great  reason  to  be  angry  with  me ;  mine  iniquity  is  not  so 
great  that  thou  hast  any  just  cause  to  remember  it  against  me ; 
mine  odence  is  not  such  but  that  thou  mayest  well  enough  OTer- 
look  it;  but  on  the  contrary  he  says.  Pardon  mine  iniquity^/or  it 
is  great :  he  pleads  the  greatness  of  his  sin,  and  not  the^  small- 
ness of  it ;  he  enforces  his  prayer  with  this  consideration,  that 
his  sins  are  very  heinous. 

But  how  could  he  make  this  a  plea  for  pardon  ?  I  answer. 
Because  the  greater  his  iniquity  was,  the  more  need  he  had  of 
pardon*  It  is  as  much  as  if  he  had  said,  Pardon  mine  iniquity, 
for  it  is  80  great  that  I  cannot  bear  the  punishment ;  my  sin  is  so 
great  that  I  am  in  necessity  of  pardon ;  my  case  will  be  exceed- 
ingly miserable,  unless  thou  be  pleased  to  pardon  me.  He 
makes  use  of  the  greatness  of  his  sin  to  enforce  his  plea  forpar* 
don,  as  a  man  would  make  use  of  the  greatness  of  calamity,  in 
beting  for  relief.  When  a  beggar  begs  for  bread,  he  will  plead 
the  greatness  of  his  poverty  and  necessity.  When  a  man  in  dis- 
tress cries  for  pity,  what  more  suitable  plea  can  be  urged  than 
the  extremity  of  his  case  ? — And  God  allows  such  a  plea  as  this : 
for  he  is  moved  to  mercy  towards  us  by  nothing  in  us  but  the 
miserableness  of  our  case.  He  doth  not  pit^  smners  because 
they  are  worthy,  but  because  they  need  his  pity. 

Doctrine,  /^xoe  truly  come  to  God  for  merq/j  the  great* 
ness  of  our  sin  will  be  no  impediment  to  pardon* — If  it  were  am 
impediment,  David  would  never  have  used  it  as  a  plea  for  par- 
don, as  we  find  he  does  in  the  text.-— The  following  things  are 
needful  in  order  that  we  truly  come  to  God  for  mercy : 

I.  That  we  should  see  our  misery j  and  be  sensible  of  our 
need  of  mercy.  They  who  are  not  sensible  of  their  misery 
cannot  truly  look  to  God  for  mercy ;  for  it  is  the  very  notion  of 
divine  mercy,  that  it  is  the  goodness  and  grace  of  Uod  to  the 
miserable.  Without  misery  in  the  object,  there  can  be  no  as* 
ercise  of  mercy«  To  suppose  mercy  without  supposing  misery^ 
or  pity  without  calamity,  u  a  contradiction:  ther^ore  men  can- 
not look  upon  themselves  as  proper  objects  of  mercy,  unlesf 
they  first  know  themselves  to  be  miserable ;  and  so  unless  thit 
be  the  case,  it  is  impossible  that  they  should  come  to  God  for 
mercy.  They  must  be  sensible  that  they  are  the  children  of 
wrath ;  that  the  law  is  against  them,  and  that  they  are  exposed 
to  the  curse  of  it ;  that  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  them ;  and 
that  he  is  angry  with  them  every  day  while  ffaey  are  under  the 

Vol.  VF.  3I> 


w 


I 

I 


guilt  of  sin. — Thej  must  be  sensible  that  it  is  a  rerj  dreadlul 
■  ■  _  to  be  Ihe  object  of  the  wrath  of  God ;  that  it  is  a  jery 
awful  thing  to  have  him  for  their  enemy;  and  that  tbej  caoitot 
bear  his  wrath.  They  mDst  be  sensible  that  the  guilt  of  stn 
makes  them  miserable  creatures,  whatever  lein()oralenjoynaent3 
thej  have;  that  they  can  be  no  other  than  mt^rable.  undone 
creatures,  so  long  as  God  is  angry  with  them  ;  that  they  are 
witbout  strength,  and  nuii't  perish,  and  that  eternally,  unless  God 
help  them-  They  must  see  that  their  case  is  utterly  desperate, 
for  any  thing  that  any  one  else  can  do  for  them ;  that  they  bai^ 
over  the  pit  of  eternal  misery ;  and  that  they  must  necessarily 
drop  into  it,  if  God  have  not  mercy  on  them. 

II.  Tlicy  must  be  sensible  that  they  are  rtot  worthy  tbal 
God  should  have  mercy  on  them.  They  who  truly  come  to 
God  for  mercy,  come  as  be^ara,  and  not  as  creditors:  thejf 
come  for  mere  mercy,  for  sovereign  grace,  and  not  for  any  (liing 
that  is  due.  Therefore,  they  must  see  that  the  misery  under 
which  they  He  is  justly  brought  upon  Ihcm,  and  that  the  wrath 
to  which  Iheyare  exposed  is  juhIt/  threatened  against  them ;  and 
that  they  have  deserved  that  God  should  be  Iheir  enemy,  and 
sbould  continue  to  be  their  enemy.  They  must  be  Eensible  that 
it  would  be  just  with  God  to  do  as  he  hath  threatened  in  his  holy 
law,  viz.  make  them  the  objects  of  his  wrath  and  curse  in  bell 
to  all  eternity. — They  who  come  to  God, for  mercy  in  a  rtgbl 
manner,  are  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  his  severity;  but 
they  come  in  a  sense  of  their  own  utter  unworthiness.  as  with 
ropea  about  their  necks,  and  lying  in  the  dust  at  the  foot  oi 
mercy. 

III.  They  must  come  to  God  for  mercy  in  and  ihrougK 
Jesus  Christ  alone.  All  their  hope  of  mercy  must  be  from  UJ« 
consideration  of  what  he  is,  what  he  hath  done,  and  what  he 
hath  sutTered ;  and  that  there  is  no  other  name  given  onder 
heaven,  among  men,  whereby  we  can  be  saved,  but  thai  of 
Christ;  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  saviour  of  the  world; 
that  his  blood  cleanses  from  all  sin,  and  that  he  is  so  nortbyt 
that  all  sinners  who  are  in  him  may  well  be  pardoned  and  ac- 
cepted.— It  is  impossible  that  any  should  come  (o  God  for  mer- 
cy, and  at  the  same  time  have  no  hope  of  mercy.  Their  com- 
ing [o  God  for  it,  implies  that  they  have  some  hope  of  obtHin- 
ing,  otherwise  they  would  not  think  it  worth  the  while  to  come. 
But  they  that  come  in  a  right  manner  have  all  their  hope 
through  Christ,  or  from  the  consideration  of  his  redemption,  ami 
the  sufficiency  of  it.^lf  persons  thus  come  to  God  tor  merest 
the  greatness  of  their  sins  will  be  no  impediment  to  pardon. 
Let  their  sins  be  ever  so  many,  and  great,   and  aggravate  '  *" 
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will  not  make  God  Id  the  least  degree  more  backward  to  par- 
don them.  This  may  be  made  evident  by  the  following  con- 
siderations : 

1.  TTie  mercy  of  God  is  as  sufficient  for  the  pardon  of  the 
greatest  sins,  as  for  the  least ;  and  that  because  his  mercy  is 
infinite.  That  which  is  infinite,  is  as  much  above  what  is 
great,  as  it  is  above  what  is  smalK  Thus  God  being  infinitely 
great,  he  is  as  much  above  kings,  as  he  is  above  beggars ;  he  is 
as  much  above  the  highest  angel,  as  he  is  above  the  meanest 
worm.  One  infinite  measure  doth  not  come  any  nearer  to  the 
extent  of  what  is  infinite,  than  another.  So  the  mercy  of  God 
being  infinite,  it  must  be  as  sufficient  for  the  pardon  of  all  sin, 
as  of  one.  If  one  of  the  least  sins  be  not  beyond  the  mercy 
of  God,  so  neither  are  the  greatest,  or  ten  thousand  of  them. — 
However,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  this  alone  doth  not 
prove  the  doctrine.  For,  though  the  mercy  of  God  may  be  as 
sufficient  for  the  pardon  of  great  sins  as  others,  yet  there  may 
be  other  obstacles,  besides  the  want  of  mercy.  The  mercy  of 
God  may  be  sufficient,  and  yet  the  other  attributes  may  oppose 
the  dispensation  of  mercy  in  these  caeoe. — Therefore,  1  observe, 

2.  That  the  satisfaction  of  Christ  is  as  sufficient  for  the 
removal  of  the  greatest  guilt,  as  the  least :  1  John  i.  7.  ^'  The 
blood  of  Christ  cleanseth  from  all  sin.^'  Acts  xiii.  39.  '^  By 
him  all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all  things,  from  which 
ye  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of  Moses."  All  the  sins 
of  those  who  truly  come  to  God  for  mercy,  let  them  be  what 
they  will,  are  satisfied  for,  if  God  be  true  who  tells  us  so  ;  and 
if  they  be  satisfied  for,  surely  it  is  not  incredible  that  God 
should  be  ready  to  pardon  them.  So  that  Christ,  having  fully 
satisfied  for  all  sin,  or  having  wrought  out  a  satisfaction  that  is 
sufficient  for  all,  it  is  now  no  way  inconsistent  with  the  glory  of 
the  divine  attributes,  to  pardon  the  greatest  sins  of  those  who 
in  a  right  manner  come  unto  him  for  it.  God  may  now  pardon 
the  greatest  sinners^  without  any  prejudice  to  the  honour  of  his 
holiness.  The  holiness  of  God  will  not  suffer  him  to  give  the 
least  countenance  to  sin,  but  inclines  him  to  give  proper  testi- 
monies of  his  hatred  of  it.  But  Christ  having  satisfied  for  sin, 
God  can  now  love  the  sinner,  and  give  no  countenance  at  all 
to  sin,  however  great  a  sinner  he  may  have  been.  It  was  a 
sufficient  testimony  of  God's  abhorrence  of  sin,  that  he  poured 
out  his  wrath  on  his  own  dear  Son,  when  he  took  the  guilt  of  it 
upon  himself.  Nothing  can  more  show  God^s  abhorrence  of 
sin  than  this.  If  all  mankind  had  been  eternally  damned,  it 
would  not  have  been  so  great  a  testimony  of  it. 

God  may,  through  Christ,  pardon  the  greatest  sinner,  with- 
out any  prejudice  to  the  honour  of  his  majesty.  The  Jionour 
of  the  divine  majesty,  indeed^  requires  satisfaction  j  but  the  suf- 
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lerin^  ol'  Christ  fiiHj  repair  Ihe  injury.  Let  the  conWm^. 
ever  so  great,  yet  if  solionoumble  a  person  as  Christ  uih 
takes  to  be  a  Mediator  for  the  offender,  and  suffers  so  much  for 
him,  it  fully  repairs  the  injury  done  to  the  Maifestj  of  hcaveo 
and  earth.  The  suRerings  of  Christ  fully  sali&lj'  justice.  The 
justice  of  God,  as  the  supreme  Governor  and  Judge  of  ibo 
world,  requires  the  punishment  of  sin.  The  supreme  Judge 
must  judge  the  world  according  to  a  rule  of  justice.  God  dotb 
not  show  mercy  as  a  judge,  but  as  a  sovereign;  therefore  bis 
exercise  of  mercy  as  a  sovereign,  and  his  justice  as  a  judge, 
must  be  made  consistent  one  with  another ;  and  this  is  done  by 
the  sufferings  of  Christ,  in  which  sin  is  punished  fully,  aod 
justice  answered.  Rom.  iii.  '25,  26.  ''Whom  God  hath  set 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
his  righteousness  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past,  through 
the  forbearance  of  God;  to  declare,  I  any,  at  this  time  nil 
righteousness;  that  he  might  be  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him 
which  believeth  in  Jesus."  The  law  is  no  impediment  in  the 
way  of  the  pardon  of  the  greatest  Bin,  if  men  do  but  truly  come 
to  God  (or  mercy.  For  Christ  hath  fulfilled  the  law  ;  he  halb 
borne  the  curse  of  it,  in  bis  sufienngs ;  Gal.  iii.  1 3.  "  Christ 
hath  redeemed  ua  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse 
for  us;  for  it  is  written,  Cursed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a 
tree." 

;1,  Christ  milt  not  refuse  to  save  the  greatest  sinner?,  wbQ, 
in  a  right  manner,  come  to  God  for  mercy ;  for  this  is  his  work. 
It  is  his  business  to  be  a  Saviour  of  sinners ;  it  is  the  work  upon 
which  he  came  into  the  world ;  and,  therefore,  be  will  not  object 
to  it.  He  did  not  come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  re- 
pentance, Matt.  is.  1 3.  Sin  is  the  very  evil  which  he  came  JDto 
the  world  to  remedy ;  therefore  he  will  not  object  to  any  mui, 
that  he  is  very  sinful.  The  more  sinful  he  is,  the  more  need  of 
Christ.  The  sinfulness  of  man  was  the  reason  of  Christ's 
coming  into  the  world ;  this  is  the  very  misery  from  which  be 
came  to  deliver  men.  The  more  they  have  of  it,  the  more 
need  they  have  of  being  delivered:  "They  that  are  whole. 
Deed  not  a  physician;  but  they  that  are  sick;"  Matt.  is.  IS. 
The  physician  will  not  make  it  an  objection  against  hesliiw  ft 
man  who  applies  to  him.  that  he  stand*  in  great  need  of  hit 
help.  If  a  physician  of  compassion  comes  among  the  lick  Ktid 
wounded,  surely  he  will  not  refuse  to  heal  thos-e  ihnt  stand  in 
most  need  of  healing,  if  he  be  able  (o  heal  them. 

4.  Herein  doth  the  glory  of  grace,  by  the  redemption  of 
Christ  much  consist,  vit.  in  its  sufficiency  for  the  pardon  of  the 
greatest  sinners.  The  whole  contrivance  of  Ihe  way  of  »al?»- 
tion  is  for  this  end,  to  glorify  the  free  grace  of  God.  God  bad  it 
ou  his  heart,  from  all  eternity,  to  glorify  tbia  fttlribute;  attd 
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therefore  it  is,  that  the  device  of  saving  sinners  hy  Christ  was 
conceived*  The  greatness  of  divine  grace  appears  very  much 
in  this,  that  God  by  Christ  saves  the  greatest  offenders.  The 
greater  the  guilt  of  any  sinner  is,  the  more  glorious  and  won- 
derful is  the  grace  manifested  in  his  pardon  :  Rom.  v.  30* 
"Where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound. ^^  The 
apostle,  when  telling  how  great  a  sinner  he  had  been,  takes  no- 
tice of  the  abounding  of  grace  in  his  pardon,  of  which  his 
great  guilt  was  the  occasion  :  1  Tim.  i.  1 3.  ^'  Who  was  be- 
fore a  blasphemer,  and  a  persecutor,  and  injurious.  But  I 
obtained  mercy ;  and  the  grace  of  our  Lord  was  exceeding 
abundant,  with  faith  and  love  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. '^  The 
Redeemer  is  glorified,  in  that  he  proves  sufficient  to  redeem 
those  who  are  exceeding  sinful,  in  that  his  blood  proves  suffi- 
cient to  wash  away  the  greatest  guilt,  in  that  he  is  able  to  save 
men  to  the  uttermost,  and  in  that  he  redeems  even  from  the 
greatest  misery.  It  is  the  honour  of  Christ  to  save  the  great- 
est sinners,  when  they  come  to  him,  as  it  is  the  honour  of  a 
physician  that  he  cures  the  most  desperate  diseases  or  wounds. 
Therefore,  no  doubt,  Christ  will  be  willing  to  «ave  the  greatest 
fiinners,  if  they  come  to  him ;  for  he  will  not  be  backward  to 
glorify  himself,  and  to  commend  the  value  and  virtue  of  his 
own  blood.  Seeing  he  hath  so  laid  out  himself  to  redeem  sin- 
ners, he  will  not  be  unwilling  to  show  that  he  is  able  to  redeem, 
to  the  uttermost. 

5.  Pardon  is  as  much  offered  and  promised  to  the  greatest 
sinners  as  any,  if  they  will  come  aright  to  God  for  mercy.  The 
invitations  of  the  gospel  are  always  in  universal  terms  :  as.  Ho, 
every  one  that  thirsteth ;  come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and 
are  heavy  laden;  and  whosoever  will,  let  him  come.  And  the 
voice  of  Wisdom  is  to  men  in  general :  Prov.  viii.  4.  ^^  Unto 
you,  O  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  sons  of  men.^^  Not 
to  moral  men,  or  religious  men,  but  to  you,  O  men.  So 
Christ  promises,  John  vi.  37.  "  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I 
will  in  no  wise  cast  out.^^  This  is  the  direction  of  Christ  to 
his  apostles,  after  his  resurrection,  Mark  xvi.  15,  16.  ''Go 
ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature  i 
he  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved  :^'  which 
is  agreeable  to  what  the  apostle  saith,  that  ''  the  gospel  was 
preached  to  every  creature  which  is  under  heaven,''  Col.  i.  33« 

APPLICATION. 

The  jproper  use  of  this  subject  is,  to  encourage  sinners 
whose  consciences  are  burdened  with  a  sense  of  |ailt,  immedi- 
ately to  go  to  God,  through  Christ,  for  mercy.  If  you  go  in  the 
manner  we  have  described,  the  arms  of  mercy  are  open  to  em- 
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brace  you.  You  need  not  be  at  all  the  more  fearful  of  coming 
because  of  your  sins,  lei  ihem  be  ever  so  black.  If  you  bad  as 
mucb  ^uill  lying  on  each  of  your  eouIs  as  all  ibe  wicked  men  in 
the  world,  nud  all  tbe  damned  souls  in  hell  ;  yet  if  )oi)  come  lo 
God  for  mcrc),seiii'ib[e  of  your  own  vilcness,  and  seeking  par- 
don only  through  the  free  mercj  of  God  in  (Christ,  you  would 
not  need  to  be  afraid  ;  the  greatness  of  your  sins  would  be  no 
impediment  to  your  pardon.  Therefore  if  your  souls  be  bur- 
dened, and  you  are  dielresited  for  fear  of  hell,  you  need  not  bear 
that  t)urdeii  and  distress  a(i\  longer.  Ifjou  are  hut  teilling, 
you  may  freely  rome  and  unload  yourselvos,  and  cast  all  your 
burdens  on  Christ,  and  rest  in  him- 

But  here  I  shall  speak  to  some  Objections  which  some 
awakened  ^inncra  may  be  ready  to  make  against  what  I  now  ex- 
hort them  to. 

1.  Some  may  be  ready  to  object,  1  have  spent  my  youth 
and  all  tbe  best  of  my  life  in  sin,  and  I  am  afraid  God  will  not 
accept  of  me  when  I  otfer  him  only  mine  old  age.  To  this  I 
would  answer, — I.  Hath  God  said  any  where,  that  he  will  not 
accept  of  old  sinners  who  come  lo  him  ?  God  hath  often  made 
offers  and  promises  in  universal  terms  ;  and  is  there  any  such 
exception  put  in  T  Doth  Christ  say,  all  that  thirst,  let  them 
come  to  me  and  drink,  txctpl  old  thinners  ?  Come  to  me,  all  ye 
that  labour  and  arc  heavy  laden,  except  old  Einners,  and  1  niU 
give  you  rest  ?  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out.  if  he  be  not  an  old  sinner  ?  Did  you  ever  read  any  such 
exception  any  where  in  the  Bible  ?  And  why  f^bould  you  give 
way  to  esceplions  which  yofi  make  out  of  your  own  heads,  or 
rather  which  the  devil  puts  into  }our  heads,  and  which  have  no 
foundation  in  the  word  of  God  .' — Indeed  it  is  more  rare  that 
old  Monera  are  willing  to  come,  than  others;  but  if  they  do 
come,  ihey  are  as  readily  accepted  as  any  whatever. 

2.  When  God  acrejits  of  young  persons,  it  is  not  for  Uie 
sake  of  the  service  which  they  are  like  to  do  him  af(ei-ward«,  or 
because  youth  is  better  worth  accepting  than  old  age.  You 
seem  entirely  to  mistake  the  matter,  in  thinking  that  God  trill 
not  accept  of  you  because  you  arc  old  ;  as  though  he  readil; 
accepted  nf  pcmuns  in  Ibt-irjoulh:  because  their  youth  is  beUer 
wortli  his  acceptance  ;  whereas  it  is  only  for  the  sake  of  Jetai 
Christ,  that  God  is  willing  to  acrept  of  any. 

Vou  say  your  life  is  almost  spent,  and  you  are  afraid  that 
Ihe  best  time  for  serving  God  is  past  ;  and  that  Iberelore  God 
will  not  now  accept  of  jou  ;  as  if  it  were  for  the  sake  of  ibe 
service  which  persons  nre  like  to  do  him.  after  they  arc  con- 
Terted.  thai  he  accepts  of  them.  Gut  a  self-nghicous  Hpirit  u 
at  the  bottom  of  such  objections.  Men  cannot  get  off  from  ibe 
notion,  that  it  is  for  some  goodness  or  service  of  their  own. 
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either  done  or  expected  to  be  done,  that  God  accepts  of  persons, 
and  receives  them  into  favour. — hideed  they  who  deny  God 
their  youth,  the  best  part  of  their  Jive:*,  and  spend  it  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Satan,  dreadfully  sin,  and  provoke  God  ;  and  he  very 
often  leaves  them  to  hardiiec«s  of  heart,  when  the)  are  grown  old. 
But  if  they  are  willing  to  accept  of  Chris^t  when  old,  he  is  as 
ready  to  receive  them  as  any  other*^ ;  for  in  that  matter  God  hath 
respect  only  to  Christ  and  his  worthiness. 

II.  But  I  am  afraid  that  I  have  cotnmitted  sins  that  are  pe- 
culiar to  reprobates.  I  have  sinned  agajnst  light,  and  strong 
convictions  of  conscience ;  I  have  sinned  presumptuously  ;  and 
have  so  resisted  the  strivings  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  I  am 
afraid  I  have  committed  such  sins  as  none  of  God^s  elect  ever 
commit.  I  cannot  think  that  God  will  ever  leave  one  whom  he 
intends  to  save,  to  go  on  and  commit  sins  against  so  much  light 
and  conviction,  and  with  such  horrid  presumption. — Others 
may  say,  I  have  had  risings  of  heart  against  God  ;  blasphemous 
thoughts,  a  spiteful  and  malicious  spirit ;  and  have  abused  mercy 
and  the  strivings  of  the  Spirit,  trampled  upon  the  Saviour,  and 
my  sins  are  such  as  are  peculiar  to  those  who  are  reprobated 
to  eternal  damnation.     To  all  this  I  would  answer, 

I .  There  is  no  sin  peculiar  to  reprobates,  but  the  sin  against 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Do  you  read  of  any  other  in  the  word  of  God  ? 
And  if  you  do  not  read  of  any  there,  what  ground  have  you  to 
think  .any  such  thing?  What  other  rule  have  we,  bv  which  to 
judge  of  such  matters,  but  the  divine  word  ?  If  we  venture  to 
go  beyond  that,  we  shall  be  miserably  in  :he  dark.  When  we 
pret<'nd  to  go  farther  in  our  determinations  than  the  word  of 
God,  Satan  takes  us  up,  and  leads  us.  It  seems  to  you  that  such 
sins  are  peculiar  to  the  reprobate,  and  such  as  God  never  for- 
gives. But  what  reason  can  you  give  for  it,  if  you  have  no 
word  of  God  to  reveal  it  ?  Is  it  because  you  cannot  ^ee  how 
the  mercy  of  God  is  sufficient  to  pardon,  or  the  blood  of  Christ 
to  cleanse  from  such  presumptuous  sins  ?  If  so,  it  is  because 
you  never  yet  saw  how  great  the  merc3r  of  God  is ;  you  never 
saw  the  sufficiency  of  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  you  know  not 
how  far  the  virtue  of  it  extends.  Some  elect  persons  have  been 
guilty  of  all  manner  of  sins,  except  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  and  unless  you  have  been  guilty  of  this,  you  have  not 
been  guilty  of  any  that  are  peculiar  to  reprobates. 

3.  Men  may  be  less  likely  to  believe,  for  sins  which  they 
have  committed,  and  not  the  less  readily  pardoned  when  they 
do  believe.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  some  sinners  are  in 
more  danger  of  hell  than  others.  Though  all  are  in  great  dan- 
ger, some  are  less  likely  to  be  saved.  Some  are  less  likely  ever 
to  be  converted  and  to  come  to  Christ ;  bat  all  who  do  come  to 
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him  are  alike  readily  accepted  ;  and  there  is  aa  much  encoaH^ 
ment  for  one  man  to  come  lo  Christ  as  another. — Such  sinft'ii 
you  mention  are  indeed  exceeding  heinous  a  d  provoking  to 
God,  and  do  in  an  ts)>ecial  manner  brin^^  the  soul  into  danger 
of  damnation,  and  into  danger  of  being  given  to  final  hardiieu 
ofheurt:  Htid  God  more  commonly  gives  men  up  to  the  judg- 
ment of  fiial  hardness  for  surh  sins,  than  for  others.  Yet  they 
are  nut  peculiiir  lo  re|)rob;ttes ;  there  is  but  one  sin  that  ia  so, 
viz.  thai  s^ai  .at  the  Hol>  Ghost.  \nd  notwiihslaiidint;  the  sins 
whiih  you  have  coinmilied.  if  you  can  6nd  it  in  )our  henrts  to 
come  to  Christ,  and  flose  with  him,  you  wih  be  accepted  not  at 
all  the  le«s  readily  because  you  have  committed  such  bids. — 
Though  God  doth  more  rarely  cause  Bome  sorts  of  einnen  to 
come  to  Christ  than  others  ;  it  is  not  because  his  mercy  or  the 
redemption  of  Christ  is  not  as  sufficient  for  them  as  others,  but 
because  in  wisdom  he  sees  fit  so  (o  dispense  bis  grace  fora  restraint 
upon  the  wickedness  of  men  ;  and  because  it  is  bis  will  (o  git^e 
converting  grace  in  the  use  of  means,  among  which  this  is  one, 
vii,  to  lead  a  moral  and  religious  life,  and  agreeable  to  our  light, 
and  the  conviction!'  of  our  consciences.  But  when  once  any 
sinner  is  willing  to  come  to  Christ,  merry  is  as  ready  for  him  d> 
for  any.  There  is  no  consideration  at  all  had  of  his  sine  ;  let 
him  have  been  ever  so  sinful,  his  sins  are  not  remembered  ;  Cod 
doth  not  upbraid  him  with  them. 

III.  But  had  i  not  better  slay  till  I  shall  have  made  myself 
better,  before  I  presume  to  come  lo  Christ.  1  have  been,  aud 
see  myself  lo  be  very  wicked  now  ;  but  am  in  hopCB  of  mending 
myxelf.  and  rendering  myself  at  least  not  so  wicked  :  then  I  shall 
have  morecourage  tocome  to  God  for  mercy,     in  answer  to  this, 

1.  Consider  how  unrea«>onably  you  act.  You  are  stinving 
to  set  up  yourselves  for  your  own  saviours  ;  you  are  striving  to 
get  something  of  your  own,  on  the  account  of  which  you  may 
the  more  readily  be  accepted.  So  that  by  this  it  appears  that 
you  do  not  seek  to  he  accepted  only  mi  Christ's  accoanl. 
And  is  not  this  to  rob  Christ  of  the  glory  of  being  your  ooty 
Saviour  ?  Yet  this  is  the  way  in  which  you  ai^  hoping  to  moke 
Christ  wiUine  to  save  you. 

2.  You  can  never  come  to  Christ  at  alt,  unlene  you  fimi 
see  that  he  will  not  accent  of  jou  the  more  readily  for  any 
thing  that  jon  can  do.  You  must  first  see  that  it  is  utterW 
in  vain  for  you  to  try  to  make  yourselves  better  on  any  sticn 
tccount.  You  must  see  that  you  can  never  make  yoarselvet 
onv  more  worthy,  or  less  unworthy,  by  any  thing  which  you  cu 
perform. 

3.  If  ever  you  truly  come  to  Christ,  you  must  see  that 
there  ts  enough  in  bim  for  your  pardon,  thoiigh  you  be  q 
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ter  than  you  arc.  If  you  see  not  the  sufficiency  of  Christ  to 
pardon  you,  without  any  righteousness  of  your  own  to  recom- 
mend you,  you  never  will  come  so  as  to  be  accepted  of  him. 
The  way  to  be  accepted  is  to  come — not  on  any  such  en- 
couragement, that  now  you  have  made  yourselves  better,  and 
more  worthy,  or  not  so  unworthy,  but — on  the  mere  encourage- 
ment of  Christ^s  worthiness,  and  God^s  mercy. 

4.  If  ever  you  truly  come  to  Christ,  you  must  come  to 
him  to  make  you  better.  You  must  come  as  a  patient  comes 
to  his  physician,  with  his  diseases  or  wounds  to  be  cured. 
Spread  all  your  wickedness  before  him,  and  do  not  plead  your 
goodness  ;  but  plead  your  badness,  and  your  necessity  on  that 
account ;  and  say,  as  the  psalmist  in  the  text,  not  pardon  mine 
iniquity,  for  it  is  not  so  great  as  it  was  :  but,  '^  Pardon  mine  ini- 
quity, for  it  is  great/* 
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him  are  alike  readily  accepted  ;  and  there  is  as  much  eoGoarige- 
ment  for  one  man  to  come  to  Christ  as  another. — Such  sins  m 
you  mention  are  indeed  exceeding  heinous  a  d  provoking  to 
God,  and  do  in  an  especial  manner  brin^  the  soul  into  danger 
of  damnation,  and  into  danger  of  being  given  to  final  hardness 
of  heart :  and  God  more  commonly  gives  men  up  to  the  judg- 
ment of  final  hardness  for  such  sins,  than  for  others.  Yctth^ 
are  not  pecnliar  to  reprobates  ;  there  is  but  one  sin  that  is  so, 
viz.  that  a^avist  the  Hol>  Ghost.  And  notwithstanding  the  siot 
which  you  have  committed,  if  you  can  find  it  in  your  hearts  to 
come  to  Christ,  and  xlot^e  with  him,  you  will  be  accepted  not  at 
all  the  less  readily  because  you  have  committed  such  sina*^' 
Though  God  doth  more  rarely  cause  some  sorts  of  sinners  to 
come  to  Christ  than  others ;  it  is  not  because  his  mercy  or  the 
redemption  of  Christ  is  not  as  sufficient  for  them  as  others,  but 
because  in  wisdom  he  sees  fit  so  to  dispense  his  grace  for  a  restraint 
upon  the  wickedness  of  men  ;  and  because  it  is  his  will  to  give 
converting  grace  in  the  use  of  means,  among  which  this  is  one, 
viz.  to  lead  a  moral  and  religious  life,  and  agreeable  to  our  li^it, 
and  the  convictions  of  our  consciences.  But  when  once  any 
sinner  is  willing  to  come  to  Christ,  merry  is  as  ready  for  him  as 
for  an}'.  There  is  no  consideration  at  all  had  of  his  sins;  let 
him  have  been  ever  so  sinful,  his  sins  are  not  remembered  ;  God 
doth  not  upbraid  him  with  them. 

in.  But  had  I  not  better  stay  till  I  shall  have  made  njrself 
better,  before  I  presume  to  come  to  Christ.  I  have  been,  and 
see  myself  to  be  very  wicked  now  :  but  am  in  hopes  of  mending 
myself,  and  rendering  myself  at  least  not  so  wicked :  then  I  sbaU 
have  more  courage  to  come  to  God  for  mercy.    In  answer  to  this, 

1.  Consider  how  unreasonably  you  act.  You  are  striving 
to  set  up  yourselves  for  your  own  saviours  ;  you  are  striving  to 
get  something  of  your  own,  on  the  account  of  which  you  may 
the  more  readily  be  accepted.  So  that  by  this  it  appeare  that 
you  do  not  seek  to  be  accepted  only  on  Christ^s  account. 
And  is  not  this  to  rob  Christ  of  the  glory  of  being  your  only 
Saviour  ?  Yet  this  is  the  way  in  which  you  are  hoping  to  UMke 
Christ  willing  to  save  you. 

2.  You  can  never  come  to  Christ  at  all,  unless  you  first 
see  that  he  will  not  accept  of  you  the  more  readily  for  any 
thing  that  you  can  do.  You  must  first  see  that  it  is  utterlv 
in  vain  for  you  to  try  to  make  yourselves  better  on  any  such 
account.  You  must  see  that  you  can  never  make  yourselves 
any  more  worthy,  or  less  unworthy,  by  any  thing  which  you  can 
perform. 

3.  If  ever  you  tnily  come  to  Christ,  you  must  see  that 
there  is  enou^  in  him  for  your  pardon,  thotigh  you  be  no  bet- 
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ter  than  you  are.  If  you  see  not  the  sufficiency  of  Christ  to 
pardon  you,  without  any  righteousness  of  your  own  to  recom- 
mend you,  you  never  will  come  so  as  to  be  accepted  of  him. 
The  way  to  be  accepted  is  to  come — not  on  any  such  en- 
couragement, that  now  you  have  made  yourselves  better,  and 
more  worthy,  or  not  so  unworthy,  but— on  the  mere  encourage- 
ment of  Christ^s  worthiness,  and  God's  mercy. 

4.  If  ever  you  truly  come  to  Christ,  you  must  come  to 
him  to  make  you  better.  You  must  come  as  a  patient  comes 
to  his  physician,  with  his  diseases  or  wounds  to  be  cured. 
Spread  all  your  wickedness  before  him,  and  do  not  plead  your 
goodness ;  but  plead  your  badness,  and  your  necessity  on  that 
account;  and  say,  as  the  psalmist  in  the  text,  not  pardon  mine 
iniquity,  for  it  is  not  so  great  as  it  was :  but,  ^'  Pardon  mine  ini- 
quity, for  it  is  great." 
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THE   MOST    HIGH  A  PRAYER-HEARING   GOD. 


Psalm  xlv.  i'. 
O  thou  that  hearest  Prayer. 

This  psalm  seems  to  be  written,  either  as  a  psalm  of  praise 
to  God  for  some  remarkable  answer  of  prayer,  in  the  bestow- 
ment  of  some  public  mercy ;  or  else,  on  occasion  of  some  spe- 
cial faith  and  confidence  which  David  had  that  his  prayer  would 
be  answered.  It  is  probable  that  this  mercy  bestowed,  or  ex- 
pected to  be  bestowed,  was  some  great  public  mercy,  for  which 
David  had  been  very  earnest  and  importunate,  and  had  annexed 
a  vow  to  his  prayer  ;  and  that  he  had  vowed  to  God,  that  if  he 
would  grant  him  his  request,  he  would  render  him  praise  and 
glory.  This  seems  to  be  the  reason  why  he  expresses  himself 
as  he  does  in  the  first  verse  of  the  psalm  :  ^^  Praise  waitetfa  for 
thee,  O  God,  in  Sion ;  and  unto  thee  shiill  the  vow  be  per- 
formed ;^'  u  e.  that  praise  which  I  have  vowed  to  give  thee,  od 
the  answer  of  my  prayer,  waiteth  for  thee,  to  be  given  thee  as 
soon  as  thou  shall  have  answered  my  prayer ;  and  the  vow 
which  I  made  to  thee  shall  be  performed.- 

In  the  verse  of  the  text,  there  is  a  prophecy  of  the  glorious 
times  of  the  gospel,  when  "  all  flesh  shall  come"  to  the  true 
God,  as  to  the  God  who  heareth  prayer ;  which  is  here  mentioned 
as  what  distinguishes  the  true  God  from  the  gods  to  whom  the 
nations  prayed  and  sought,  those  gods  who  cannot  hear,  and 
cannot  answer  their  prayer*     The  time  was  coming  when  all 

"^  Dated  J&nuary  8, 1735—6.    Preached  on  a  fast  appointed  on  the  account 
'^X  an  epidemical  sickoesB,  at  the  eastward  (of  Boston  ) 
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flesh  should  come  to  that  God  who  doth  hear  prayer. — Hence 
we  gather  this  doctrine,  that  it  is  the  character  of  the  Most  High^ 
that  he  is  a  God  who  hears  prayer, 

1  shall  handle  this  point  in  the  following  method  : 

1  •  Show  that  the  Most  High  is  a  God  that  hears  prayer, 

2.  That  he  is  eminently  such  a  God. 

3.  That  herein  he  is  aistinguished  from  all  false  gods. 

4.  Give  the  reasons  of  the  doctrine. 

1.  The  Moat  High  is  a  God  that  hears  prayer.  Though  he  is 
infinitely  above  all,  and  stands  in  no  need  of  creatures ;  yet  he 
is  graciously  pleased  to  take  a  merciful  notice  of  poor  worms  of 
the  dust.  He  manifests  and  presents  himself  as  the  object  of 
prayer,  appears  as  sitting  on  a  mercy-seat,  that  men  may  come 
to  him  by  prayer.  When  they  stand  in  need  of  any  thing,  he 
allows  them  to  come,  and  ask  it  of  him;  and  he  is  wont 
to  hear  their  prayers.  God  in  his  word  hath  given  many 
promises  that  ne  will  hear  their  prayers ;  the  scripture  is 
full  of  such  examples ;  and  in  his  dispensations  towards  his 
church,  manifests  himself  to  be  a  God  that   hears  prayer. 

Here  it  may  be  inquired.  What  is  meant  by  God^s  hearing 
prayer  ?     There  are  two  things  implied  in  it. 

1 .  His  accepting  the  supplications  of  those  who  pray  to  him. 
Their  address  to  him  is  well  taken,  he  is  well  pleased  with  it. 
He  approves  of  their  asking  such  mercies  as  they  request  of  him, 
and  approves  of  their  manner  of  doing  it.  He  accepts  of  their 
prayers  as  an  offering  to  him ;  he  accepts  the  honour  they  do 
him  in  prayer. 

2.  He  acts  agreeably  to  his  acceptance.  He  sometimes 
manifests  his  acceptance  of  their  prayers,  by  special  discoveries 
of  his  mercy  and  sufficiency  which  he  makes  to  them  in  prayer, 
or  immediately  after.  While  they  are  praying,  he  gives  them 
sweet  views  of  his  glorious  grace,  purity,  sufficiency,  and  sove- 
reignty ;  and  enables  them,  with  great  quietness  to  rest  in  him, 
to  leave  themselves  and  their  prayers  with  him,  submitting  to 
his  will,  and  trusting  in  his  grace  and  faithfulness.  Such  a  ma- 
nifestation God  seems  to  have  made  of  himself  in  prayer  to 
Hannah^  which  quieted  and  composed  her  mind,  and  took  away 
her  sadness.  We  read  (1  Sam.  i.)  how  earnest  she  was,  and 
how  exercised  in  her  mind,  and  that  she  was  a  woman  of  a  sor- 
rowful spirit*  But  she  came  and  poured  out  her  soul  before 
God,  and  spake  out  of  the  abundance  of  her  complaint  and 
grief :  then  we  read,  that  she  went  away,  and  did  eat,  and 
her  countenance  was  no  more  sad,  verse  13;  which  seems 
to  have  been  from  some  refreshing  discoveries  which  God 
had  made  of  himself  to  her,  to  enable  her  quietly  to  submit 
to  his  will,  and  trust  in  his  mercy,  whereby  God  manifested 
his  acceptance  of  ber.'^— Not  that  I  conclude  persons  can  hence 
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argue,  tliat  (be  particular  thing  which  they  ask  trill  certain 
given  them,  or  (hat  they  can  particularly  foretel  rrom  it  i 
God  will  do  in  answer  to  (heir  prayers,  any  further  than  he  has 
promised  in  his  word ;  yet  God  may,  and  doubtless  does,  thus 
testify  his  acceptance  of  their  prayers,  and  from  hence  (hey  may 
confldeutly  rest  in  his  providence,  in  his  merciful  ordering  anil  ■ 
disposing,  with  respect  to  the  thing  that  they  ai^k.  A^in.  God 
manifests  his  acceptance  of  tbeir  prayers,  by  doing  for  ihem  agree- 
ably to  their  needs  and  supplications.  He  not  only  inwardly 
nod  spiritually  discovers  his  mercy  to  their  souls  by  his  Spirit, 
but  outwardly  by  dealing  mercifully  wiih  them  in  his  providence, 
ID  consequence  of  their  prayers,  and  by  causing  an  agreeable* 

ness  between  his  providence  and  their  prayers. 1   proceed 

now, 

II.  To  show  that  the  Most  High  is  eminenll}/  a  God  llinl 
hears  prayer.     This  appears  in  several  things. 

1.  In  his  giving  such  free  access  to  him  by  prayer.  God 
in  his  word  manifests  himself  ready  at  all  times  to  allow  us  this 
privilege.  He  sits  on  a  throne  of  grace;  and  there  ia  no  veil  to 
hide  this  throne,  and  keep  us  from  it.  The  veil  is  rent  from  (be 
top  to  the  bottom  ;  the  way  is  open  at  nit  times,  and  we  may  go 
to  God  as  often  as  we  please.  Although  God  be  infinitely  above 
ua,  yet  we  may  come  with  boldness:  Heb.  iv.  14,  16.  "Let 
us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  aaj 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."  How 
wonderful  is  it  (hat  such  worms  as  we  should  be  allowed  to  eome 
boldly  at  all  times  to  so  great  a  God !  Thus  God  indulges  «U 
kinds  of  persons,  of  all  nations.  1  Cor.  i.  2,  3.  **  Unto  nil  that 
in  every  place  call  on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  both 
theirs  and  ours ;  grace  be  unto  you,*'  &c.  Yea.  God  allows 
the  most  vile  and  unworthy  ;  the  greatest  sinners  are  allowed  to 
come  through  Christ.  And  he  not  only  allows,  but  encour^cs, 
and  frequently  invites  them ;  yea,  manifests  himself  as  deligfaU 
ing  in  being  sought  to  by  prayer :  I'rov.  xi.  8.  "  The  prayer  of 
the  upright  is  his  delight ;"  and  in  Cant.  ii.  I  ■!.  we  have  Christ 
saying  to  his  spouse,  "  O  m;  dove,  let  me  hear  thy  voice ; 
for  sweet  is  thy  voice-"  The  voice  of  the  saints  in  prayer  is 
sweet  unto  Christ ;  he  delights  to  hear  it.  He  allows  tfaem  Co 
be  earnest  and  importunate ;  yea,  to  the  degree  as  to  lake  no  <le- 
nial,  and  as  it  were  to  give  him  no  rest,  and  even  encDurvgtDg 
them  to  do  so  :  Isa.  Iviii.  6,  7.  "  Ye  that  make  mention  oflbc 
Lord,  keep  not  silence  and  give  him  no  rest."  Thus  Chriat 
encourages  us,  in  the  parable  of  (lie  importunate  widow  and  tl 
unjust  judge,  Luke  xviii.  So,  in  the  parable  of  the  man,^ 
went  to  his  friend  at  midnight,  Luke  xi.  5,  &c. 

Thus  God  allowed  Jacob  to  wrestle  with  him,  y 
resolute  in  it ;  "I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  b 
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It  is  noticed  with  approbation,  when  men  are  violent  for  the 
kingdom  of  beaveo,  and  take  it  by  force.  Thus  Christ  suffered 
the  blind  man  to  be  most  importunate  and  unceasing  in  his  cries 
to  him,  Luke  xviii.  38,  39.  He  continued  cr)  ing,  ^*  Jesus, 
thou  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me.'^  Oth^s  who  were 
present  rebuked  him,  that  he  should  hold  his  peace,  looking 
upon  it  as  too  great  a  boldness,  and  an  indecent  behaviour  to* 
wards  Christ,  thus  to  cry  after  him  as  he  passed  by.  But  Christ 
did  not  rebuke  him,  but  stood,  and  commanded  him  to  be  brought 
unto  him,  saying,  ''  What  wilt  thou  (hat  I  should  do  to  thee  ?^' 
And  when  the  blind  man  had  toid  him,  Christ  graciously  granted 
his  request*  The  freedom  of  access  that  God  gives,  appears  also 
in  allowing  us  to  come  to  him  by  prayer  for  every  thing  we  need, 
both  temporal  and  spiritual ;  whatever  evil  we  need  to  be  deli- 
vered from,  or  good  we  would  obtain  :  Phil.  iv.  6.  '^Be  care- 
ful for  nothing,  but  in  every  thing  by  prater  and  supplication, 
with  thanksgiving,  let  your  requests  be  made  known  to  God/^ 

2.  That  God  is  eminently  of  this  character^  appears  in  his 
hearing  prayer  so  readily.  He  often  manifests  his  readiness  to 
bear  prayer,  by  giving  an  answer  so  speedily,  sometimes  while 
they  are  yet  speaking,  and  sometimes  before  they  pray,  when 
they  only  have  a  design  of  praying.  So  ready  is  God  to  hear 
prayer,  that  he  takes  notice  of  the  6rst  purpose  of  praying,  and 
sometimes  bestows  mercy  thereupon:  Isa.  Ixv.  24.  ^^And  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  that  before  they  call,  I  will  answer ;  and 
while  they  are  yet  speaking,  !  will  hear.^'  We  read,  that  when 
Daniel  was  making  humble  and  earnest  supplication,  God  sent 
an  angel  to  comfort  him,  and  to  assure  him  of  an  answer,  Dan. 
ix.  20 — 24.  When  God  defers  for  the  present  to  answer  the 
prayer  of  faith,  it  is  not  from  any  backwardness  to  answer,  but 
lor  the  good  of  his  people  sometimes,  that  they  may  be  better 
prepared  for  the  mercy  before  they  receive  it,  or  because  ano- 
ther time  would  be  the  best  and  filtest  on  some  other  account ; 
and  even  then,  when  God  seems  to  delay  an  answer,  the  answer 
is,  indeed,  hastened,  as  in  Luke  xviii.  ?#  8.  ^^And  shall  not 
God  avenge  his  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him, 
though  he  bear  long  with  them  ?  1  tell  you,  that  he  will  avenge 
them  speedily.^^  Sometimes,  when  the  blessing  seems  to  tarry, 
God  is  even  then  at  work  to  bring  it  about  in  the  best  time  and 
the  best  manner :  Hab.  ii.  3.  *^  Though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it ; 
it  will  come,  it  will  not  tarry. ^^ 

3.  That  the  Most  High  it  eminently  one  that  hears  prayer, 
appears  by  his  giving  so  liberally  in  answer  to  prayer :  Jam.  i. 
5,  6.  ^*  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  who 
giveth  to  all  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not."  Men  often  show 
their  backwardness  to  give,  both  by  the  scantiness  of  their  gifts, 
and  by  upbraiding  those  who  ask  of  them.  They  will  be  sure 
to  put  them  io  mind  of  some  faults,  when  they  give  them  anv 
thing;   but,  on  the  contrary,  God  gives  liberally,  and  upbraids 
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US  not  with  our  undeservings.  He  is  plenteous  and  rich  t 
communications  to  those  who  call  upon  him  :  Psal.  lxxxVtJl_ 
"  For  thou  art  good,  aud  ready  to  for^ve,  and  plenteous  in  mercjr 
unto  nil  that  call  iipO[i  lliee;"  and  Rum.  X.  |3.  "  For  (liere  t>  do 
dillcrenctbelwecullie.lewaiid  iheGieeU;  for  ihe  saint' Lord  over 
all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him."  Sometimes,  God  notooly 
gives  the  ihini;  a^ked.  bul  he  give?  them  more  than  is  asked. — 
So  he  did  lo  Suloihuii,  I  Kuigs  lii.  IJ,  13.  "  Behold,  1  hnve 
done  according  lo  thy  wordt  :  lo.  I  have  given  ihee  a  wiie  Hud 
an  underntaiidiiLt:  heart;  so  thai  (here  was  none  like  thee  be- 
fore rhee,  neilher  afttr  thee  shall  anj  ariee  like  unlo  thee, — 
And  I  have  also  given  (hee  that  which  Ihou  hasl  not  asked, 
both  richeti  and  honour;  so  that  there  «hull  not  be  an;  among 
the  kings  like  unto  Ihee,  all  thj  days."  Yea,  God  will  give 
more  lo  his  people  than  they  can  either  ask  or  think,  as  is  im* 
plied  ill  Ephes.  iii.  20.  "  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  ^- 
ceedtng  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  ihink." 

4.  That  God  is  eminently  of  this  character,  appears  by 
the  greatness  of  Ihe  things  which  he  halb  often  done  m  answer 
to  prayer.  Thus,  when  Esau  was  coming  out  against  his  bro. 
Iher  Jacob,  with  four  hundred  men,  without  doubt  fully  resolr- 
ed  lo  cut  him  ofi*,  Jacob  prayed,  aud  God  turned  the  heart  of 
Esau,  so  that  he  met  Jacob  to  a  very  friendly  manner;  Geo. 
XKxit.  So  in  Egypt,  at  the  prayer  of  Moses,  God  brought  those 
dreadful  plagiice,  and,  at  his  prayer,  removed  ihcm  again- — 
When  Samson  was  ready  to  perish  with  thirst,  he  prayed  lo 
God.  and  he  brought  water  out  of  a  dry  jaw-bone,  for  his  sap- 
ply,  Judg.  Kv,  18,  19.  And  when  he  prayed,  after  his  strength 
wa-  departed  from  him.  God  strengthened  him.  so  as  lo  pall 
down  Ihe  temple  uf  Dagon  on  the  Philistines  ;  so  that  [hose 
whom  he  slew  at  his  death,  were  more  than  all  tho^e  whom  he 
slew  in  his  life. — Joshua  prayed  lo  God,  and  said,  "Sun. stand 
thou  gtill  upon  Giheon;  and  thou,  Moon,  in  iht  valley  of  Aja- 
lon  ;  and  Gnd  heard  his  prayer,  and  caused  Ihe  sun  and  moon 
to  stand  still  accordingly.  The  prophet  "  Elijah  was  n  man  of 
like  passion^'  with  us  ;  "  and  he  prayed  earnestly  thai  it  might 
not  rain  ;  and  i  rained  not  on  ihc  earth  by  the  space  uf  three 
years  and  six  monlhs.  And  he  prayed  again,  and  Ihe  heaven 
gave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought  forlh  her  fruil ;"  as  the  apos- 
tle James  observes,  Jam.  v.  17,  18.  So  God  confounded  the 
army  of  Kerah  the  F.lhtopian,  of  a  thousand  thousand,  in  an- 
swer to  the  prayer  of  Asa.  2  Chron.  xiv.  9,  &c.  And  God 
sen!  an  angel,  and  slew  in  one  night  an  hundred  and  eighty-fire 
thousand  men  of  Sennacherib's  army,  in  answer  to  Hczekiab's 
prayer,  2  Kings  %ix.  14 — 16.  19,  35. 

6.  Thi"  irnih  appears,  in  that  God  is,  as  if  were,  or (rcome 
by  pniyer.  When  God  ii-  displeased  by  sin,  he  manifest*  fait 
dinpleasure,  comrs  out  against  us  in  bis  providence,  and  secim 
to  opuosc  ^twLraist  us  ;    in  such  cases,  God  is,  speaking  after 
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the  manner  of  men,  overcome  by  humble  and  fervent  prayer. 
'*  The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth 
much,"  Jam.  v.  16.  It  has  a  great  power  in  it ;  such  a  prayer- 
hearing  God  is  the  Most  High,  that  he  graciously  manifests  him- 
self as  conquered  by  it.  Thus  God  appeared  to  oppose  Jacob 
in  what  he  sought  of  him ;  yet  Jacob  was  resolute  and  over- 
came. Therefore  God  changed  his  name  from  Jacob  to  Israel ; 
''for,''  says  he,  ''as  a  prince  thou  hast  power  with  God  and 
with  men,  and  hast  prevailed.^'  Gen.  xxxii.  28.  A  mighty 
prince  indeed !  Hos.  xii.  4.  "  Yea,  he  had  power  over  the 
angel,  and  prevailed :  he  wept  and  made  supplication  unto 
him.'^— -When  his  anger  was  provoked  against  Israel,  and  he 
appeared  to  be  ready  to  consume  them  in  his  hot  displeasure, 
Moses  stood  in  the  gap,  and  by  his  humble  and  earnest  prayer 
and  su  pplication,  averted  the  stroke  of  divine  vengeance.  Exod. 
xxxii*  9,  &c.  and  Numb.  xiv.  11,  &c. 

in.  Herein  the  Most  High  God  is  distinguished  from  false 
go.ds.  The  true  God  is  the  only  one  of  this  character,  there  is 
no  other  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  that  he  heareth  prayer. 

Many  of  those  things  that  are  worshipped  as  gods  are  idols 
made  by  their  worshippers  ;  mere  stocks  and  stones  that  know 
nothing.  They  are  indeed  made  with  ears;  but  they  hear  not 
the  prayers  of  them  that  cry  to  thnm.  They  have  eyes,  but  they 
see  not,  &c.  Psal.  cxv.  5,  6. — Others,  though  not  the  work  of 
men^s  hands,  yet  are  things  without  life.  Thus,  many  worship 
the  sun,  moon  and  stars,  which  though  glorious  creatures,  }et 
are  not  capable  of  knowing  any  thing  of  the  wants  and  desires  of 
those  who  pray  to  them. — Som^  worship  certain  kinds  of  ani- 
mals^ as  the  Egyptians  were  wont  to  worship  bulls,  which, 
though  not  without  life,  yet  are  destitute  of  that  reason  whereby 
they  would  be  capable  of  knowing  the  requests  of  their  wor- 
shippers. Others  worship  devils  instead  of  the  true  God : 
1  Cor.  X.  20.  ^'But  I  say,  that  the  things  which  the  Gentiles 
sacrifice,  they  sacrifice  to  devils."  These,  though  beings  of 
great  powers,  )iave  not  knowledge  necessary  to  capacitate  them 
fully  to  understand  the  state,  circumstances,  nece9sities,  and  ^- 
sires  of  those  who  pray  to  them.  But  the  true  God  /»<jrlectly 
knows  the  circumstances  of  every  one  that  prays  t^  '**'"  through- 
out the  world.  Though  millions  pray  to  h»-'  *'  once,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  it  is  no  more  iUSCuMior  him  who  h  in- 
finite in  knowledge,  to  take  notice  of  all  than  of  one  alone.  God 
is  80  perfect  in  knowledge,  that  he  doth  Mi  need  to  be  informed 
by  us,  in  order  to  a  knowledge  of  pur  wants;  for  he  knows 
what  things  we  need  before  we  a*"^."""-  The  worshippers  of 
false  gods  were  wont  to  lift  the-  voices  and  cry  aloud,  lest  their 
gods  should  fail  of  hearing,**^"™'  ^i*  ^^'J^^  tauntingly  bade  the 
worshippers  of  Baal  do,  ^^^^&  ^^ni.  27.     But  the  true  God 


^ 


hears  llie  silent  petitions  of  his  people.  He  needs  not  t 
should  cry  aloud  j  yea,  he  knows  and  perfectly  unilci 
when  we  only  oray  in  our  hearts,  as  Hannah  did.  t  Sam.  i.  13< 
Idols  are  out  vaiiilie«  and  lies ;  in  them  is  no  help.  As  (o 
power  or  knowleii^e,  they  are  nothing ;  as  ihe  apostle  sayi, 
I  Cor.  viii-  4,  "An  idol  is  iiolhiiig  in  the  world.''  As  lo 
imager,  they  are  so  far  from  having  power  to  answer  prayer, 
that  they  arc  not  able  to  act:  '"  They  hate  hands,  and  handle 
not;  feet  have  they,  but  they  walk  not;  neither  speak  they 
through  their  throat."  They,  therefore,  that  make  Ihem  and 
pray  to  them,  are  senseless  and  sottish,  and  m^ike  themselves  as 
It  were  slocks  and  stones, Mke  unto  Ihem:  Psal.  cxv.  7,  8.  and 
Jer.  X.  5.  '*  They  are  upright  as  the  palm  tree,  but  speak  not ; 
they  must  needs  be  borne,  because  they  cannot  go.  Be  not 
afraid  of  them ;  for  they  cannot  do  evil ;  neither  also  ri  it  in 
them  lo  do  good,"  As  to  the  hosts  of  hearen,  the  sun,  moon, 
and  stars,  allhough  mat-kind  receive  benefit  by  them,  yet  they 
act  only  by  necessity  of  nature  ;  therefore  they  have  do  power 
to  do  any  thing  in  answer  to  prayers.  And  devils,  tbou^ 
worshipped  as  gods,  are  not  able,  if  they  had  disposition,  tu 
make  those  happy  who  worship  Ihem,  and  can  do  nothing  at  all 
but  by  divine  permission,  and  as  subject  to  the  disposal  of  tX' 
vine  providence. — When  the  children  of  Israel  departed  from 
the  true  God  to  idols,  and  yet  cried  lo  him  in  their  distress,  he 
rpproied  them  for  their  folly,  by  bidding  them  cry  lo  the  gods 
whom  they  had  served,  for  deliverance  in  the  time  of  tbcir 
tribulation.  Josh.  x.  14.  So  God  challenges  those  gods  them- 
selves, Isa.  xli.  23,  24.  "Show  the  things  that  are  to  come 
hereafter,  that  we  may  know  that  ye  are  gods ;  yea,  do  good  or 
do  evil,  that  we  may  be  dismayed,  and  behold  it  together.  Be- 
hold, ye  are  of  nothing,  aud  your  work  of  nought ;  an  ahomiiia- 
lion  is  he  thai  cbooBelh  yoo.'' — These  false  gods,  instead  of 
helping  those  who  pray  lo  them,  cannot  help  themselves.  The 
devils  are  miserable  tormented  spirits ;  they  are  bound  in  cbaiiu 
of  darkness  for  their  rebellion  against  the  true  God,  and  c»n- 
not  deliver  themselves.  Nor  have  they  any  more  dispositioa 
*"  Vj't.  •"''"'''"tl,  than  a  parcel  of  hungry  wolves  or  lioni 
would  ha».  ,0  protect  and  help  a  fiock  of  lamhs.  And  those 
that  worship  ai.j  o,.^y  ,o  ,hem,  get  not  their  good-will  by  ser- 
ving Ihem  :  all 'he  .„vardtha(  Satan  will  give  Ihem  for  the 
service  which  they  do  hn,v  is  ,o  devour  them— I  proceed  now, 
IV.  To  give  Ihe  7ta»on3  of  ihe  doctrine ;  which  I  woald 
do  lu  answer  to  Ihes^e  tv^  i„quiries :  first.  Why  God  requires 
prayer  in  order  to  the  he»t-^n,ent  of  mercies?  and  secondly, 
Why  God  IS  so  ready  lo  hear  t..  prayers  of  men  T 

!N<i.  I.  Why  doth  God  req^re  prayer  in  order  to  fl» 
bpstowmeiit  of  mercies?  ^ 
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It  is  not  in  order  that  God  may  be  informed  of  our  wants 
or  desires.  He  is  omniscient,  and  with  respect  to  his  knowledge 
unchangeable.  God  never  gains  an j  knowledge  by  information. 
He  knows  what  we  want,  a  thousand  times  more  perfectly  than 
we  do  ourselves,  before  we  ask  him.  For  though,  speaking  after 
the  manner  of  men,  God  is  sometimes  represented  as  if  he  were 
moved  and  persuaded  by  the  prayers  of  his  people  ;  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  thought  that  God  is  properly  moved  or  made  willing 
by  our  prayers ;  for  it  is  no  more  possible  that  there  should  be 
any  new  inclination  or  will  in  God,  than  new  knowledge* 
The  mercy  of  God  is  not  moved  or  drawn  by  any  thing  in  the 
creature  ;  but  the  spring  of  God^s  beneficence  is  within  himself 
only ;  he  is  self-moved ;  and  whatsoever  mercy  he  bestows,  the 
reason  and  ground  of  it  is  not  to  be  sought  for  in  the  creature^ 
but  in  God's  own  good  pleasure.  It  is  the  will  of  Grod  to  bestow 
mercy  in  this  way,  viz.  in  answer  to  prayer,  when  he  designs 
beforehand  to  bestow  mercy,  yea,  when  he  has  promised 
it ;  as  Ezek.  xxrvi.  36,  37.  ''  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it,  and 
will  do  it.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  vet  for  this  be  inquired 
of  by  the  house  of  Israel,  to  do  it  for  them.^'  God  has  been 
pleased  to  constitute  prayer  to  be  an  antecedent  to  the  bestow- 
ment  of  mercy ;  and  he  is  pleased  to  bestow  mercy  in  conse- 
quence of  prayer,  as  though  he  were  prevailed  on  by  prayer.—^ 
When  the  people  of  God  are  stirred  up  to  prayer,  it  is  the  effect 
of  his  intention  to  show  mercy  ;  therefore  he  pours  out  the  spi- 
rit of  grace  and  supplication. 

There  may  be  two  reasons  given  why  God  requires  prayer  * 
in  order  to  the  bestowment  of  mercy ;  one  especially  respects 
God,  and  the  other  respects  ourselves. 

1.  With  respect  to  God^  prayer  is  but  a  sensible  acknow- 
ledgment of  our  dependence  on  lum  to  his  glorv.  As  he  hatb 
made  all  things  for  his  own  glory,  so  he  will  ne  glorified  and 
acknowledged  by  his  creatures  ;  and  it  is  fit  that  he  should  re- 
quire this  of  those  who  would  be  the  subjects  of  his  mercy< 
That  we,  when  we  desire  to  receive  any  mercy  from  him,  should 
humbly  supplicate  the  Divine  Being  for  the  bestowment  of  that 
mercy,  is  but  a  suitable  acknowledgment  of  our  dependence  on 
the  power  and  mercy  of  God,  for  tnat  which  we  need,  and  but  a 
suitable  honour  paid  to  the  great  Author  and  Fountain  of  all  good. 

2.  With  respect  to  ourselves^  God  requires  prayer  of  us  in 
order  to  the  bestowment  of  mercy,  because  it  tends  to  prepare 
us  for  its  reception.  Fervent  prayer  many  ways  tends  to  pre- 
pare the  heart.  Hereby  is  excited  a  sense  of  our  need  and  of 
the  value  of  the  mercy  which  we  seek,  and  at  the  same  time 
earnest  desires  for  it ;  whereby  the  mind  is  more  prepared  to 
prize  ity  to  rejoice  in  it  when  bestowed,  and  to  be  thankful  for 
it.  Prayer,  with  suitable  confession,  may  excite  a  sense  of  our 
unworthiness  of  the  mercy  we  seek  ;  and  the  placing  of  ourselves 
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ID  the  ttumeiJiatfi  presence  of  God,  maj  make  Ds  Eensible  of  bit 
majesty,  and  in  a  sense  fit  to  receive  mcrcj'  of  bim.  Our  prayer 
(oGod  may  excite  in  ub  a  suitable  sense  and  consideration  of  our 
dependence  on  God  for  the  mercy  we  ask,  and  a  suitaMe  ex- 
crcise  of  faith  in  God'a  sufficiency,  that  so  we  may  be  prepared 
to  glorify  hia  name  when  the  mercy  ia  received. 

Inq.  II.  Why  is  God  so  ready  to  hear  the  prayers  of  men  7 
—To  this  I  answer, 

1,  Because  he  is  a  God  of  infinite  grace  and  mercy.  Uu 
indeed  a  very  wonderful  thing,  that  eo  great  a  God  should  be  so 
ready  to  hear  our  prayers,  though  we  are  so  despicable  and  on- 
worthy  :  that  he  should  give  free  access  at  all  timea  to  every  ODe; 
should  allow  us  to  be  importunate,  without  esteeming  it  an  in* 
decent  boldness  ;  should  be  so  rich  in  mercy  to  them  that  call 
upon  him ;  that  worms  of  the  dust  should  have  such  power  with 
God  by  prayer ;  that  he  should  do  such  great  things  in  answer 
to  their  prayers,  and  should  show  him»<clf,  as  it  were,  overcoine 
by  them.  This  is  very  wonderful,  when  wc  consider  the  dis- 
tance between  God  and  us.  and  how  we  have  provoked  him  by 
our  sins,  and  how  unworthy  we  are  of  the  least  gracious  notice. 
It  cannot  be  from  any  need  thut  God  stands  in  of  us ;  for  our 
goodness  estendeth  not  to  him.  Neither  can  it  be  from  any  thing 
in  us  to  incline  the  heart  of  God  to  us ;  it  cannot  be  from  any 
worthiness  in  our  prayers,  which  are  in  themselves  polluted 
things.  But  it  is  because  God  delights  in  mercy  and  conde- 
scension.     He  is  herein  infinitely  di8tingui=.hed  from  all  other 

fods :  be  is  the  great  fountain  of  all  good,  from  whom  goodness 
ows  as  light  from  the  sun. 

2.  We  have  a  glorious  Mediator,  who  has  prepared  the  way, 
that  our  prayers  may  be  heard  consiMently  with  the  honour  of 
God's  justice  and  majesty.  Nor  only  has  God  in  himself  mercy 
sufficient  for  all  this,  but  the  Mediator  has  provided  that  this 
mercy  may  be  exercised  consifilenlly  with  the  divine  honour. 
Through  him  we  may  come  to  God  for  mercy  ;  he  is  the  way, 
the  truth,  and  the  life  ;  no  man  can  come  to  the  Father  but  by 
bim.  This  Mediator  hath  done  three  things  to  make  way  for 
the  hearing  of  our  prayers. 

(I.)  He  hath  by  his  blood  made  atonemmi  for  sin;-so 
that  our  guilt  need  not  stand  in  the  way,  as  a  separating  wall 
between  God  and  us,  and  that  our  sins  might  not  be  a  clood 
through  which  our  prayers  cannot  pass.  By  his  atonement  ho 
hath  made  the  way  to  the  throne  of  grace  open.  God  would 
have  been  infinitely  gracious  if  there  had  been  no  Mediator; 
but  the  way  to  the  mercy-seat  would  ha^e  been  blocked  up. 
But  Christ  hath  removed  whatever  stood  In  the  way.  The 
veil  which  was  before  the  mercy  seat  "is  rent  from  the  top 
to  (he  bottom,"  by   the  death  of  Christ.     If  it  had  not  been 
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for  this,  our  guilt  would  have  remained  as  a  wall  of  brass  to 
hinder  Our  approach.  But  all  is  removed  by  his  blood,  Heb. 
X.  17,  &c. 

(2.)  Christy  by  his  obedience,  has  purchased  this  privi- 
lege, viz.  that  the  prayers  of  those  who  believe  in  him  should 
be  heard ;  he  has  not  only  removed  the  obstacles  to  our  pray- 
ers, but  has  merited  a  hearing  of  them.  His  merits  arc  the 
incense  that  is  offered  with  the  prayers  of „  the  saints,  which 
renders  them  a  sweet  savour  to  God,  and  acceptable  in  his 
sight.  Hence  the  prayers  of  the  saints  have  such  power  with 
G^d ;  hence  at  the  prayer  of  a  poor  worm  of  the  dust,  God 
stopped  the  sun  in  his  course  for  about  the  space  of  a  whole 
day ;  hence  Jacob  as  a  prince  had  power  with  God,  and  pre- 
vailed. Our  prayers  would  be  of  no  account,  and  of  no 
avail  with  God,  were  it  not  for  the  merits  of  Christ. 

(3.)  Christ  enforces  the  prayers  of  his  people,  by  his 
intercession  at  the  right  hand  of  God  in  heaven.  He  hath 
entered  for  us  into  the  holy  of  holies,  with  the  incense  which 
he  hath  provided,  and  there  he  makes  continual  intercession 
for  all  that  .come  to  God  in  his  name ;  so  that  their  prayers 
come  to  God  the  Father  through  his  hands,  if  I  may  so  say ; 
which  is  represented  in  Rev.  viii.  3,  4.  *'  And  another  angel 
came  and  stood  at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  censer ;  and 
there  was  given  unto  him  much  incense,  that  he  should  offer 
it  with  the  prayers  of  all  the  saints  upon  the  golden  altar, 
which  is  before  the  throne.  And  the  smoke  of  the  incense 
which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the  saints,  ascended  up  be- 
fore God,  out  of  the  angeP;)  hand/'  This  was  typified  of  old 
by  the  priest^s  offering  incense  in  the  temple,  at  the  time  when 
the  people  were  offering  up  their  prayers  to  God;  as  Luke 
7.  10.  *^And  the  whole  multitude  of  the  people  were  praying 
without  at  the  time  of  incense*'' 

APPLICATION. 

Hence  we  may  learn  how  highly  we  are  privil^ed,  in 
that  we  have  the  Most  High  revealed  to  us,  who  is  a  God  that 
hcareth  prayer.  The  greater  part  of  mankind  are  destitute  of 
this  privilege.  Whatever  their  necessities  are,  whatever  their 
calamities  or  sorrows,  they  have  no  prayer-hearing  God  to 
whom  they  may  go.  If  they  go  to  the  gods  whom  they  worship, 
and  cry  to  them  ever  so  earnestly,  it  will  be  in  vain.  They 
worship  either  lifeless  things,  that  can  neither  help  them ;  nor 
know  that  they  need  help ;  or  wicked  cruel  spirits,  who  arc 
their  enemies,  and  wish  nothing  but  their  misery ;  and  who^ 
instead  of  helping  diem,  are  from  day  to  day  working  their  ruin, 
and  watching  over  tbeoi,  as  an  hungry  lion  watcl^s  over  his 
prey. 


How  are  we  distinguished  from  fliem,  in  that  we  havo 
llie  true  God  made  knowD  to  us ;  a  God  of  infinite  grace  and 
mercy;  a  God  fuHof  compassion  to  the  miserable,  who  is  ready 
to  pit>  as  under  all  our  troubles  and  sorrows,  to  hear  our  rries, 
and  to  give  us  all  the  rehef  which  we  need;  a  God  who  de- 
lights in  mercy,  and  is  rich  unto  all  (hat  call  upon  him  !  How 
highly  privileged  are  we,  in  that  we  have  the  holy  word  of  this 
same  God,  to  direct  us  how  to  seek  for  mercy!  and  wtiat> 
ever  difficulties  or  distress  we  are  in,  we  may  go  to  him  with 
confidence  and  great  encouragement.  What  a  comfort  may 
this  be  to  us !  and  what  reason  have  we  to  rejoice  in  our  pri- 
vileges, to  prize  them  so  highly,  and  to  bless  God  that  he 
hath  been  so  merciful  to  us,  as  to  give  ua  his  word  and  reveal 
himself  to  us ;  and  that  he  hath  not  left  us  to  cry  for  help  to 
stocks  and  stones,  and  devils,  as  he  has  left  many  thousands 
others. 


.nds^    J 

m 


Objection.  I  have  often  prayed  to  God  for  certaiafl 
cics,  and  he  has  not  heard  my  prayers. — To  this  I  answer^ 

1.  It  is  no  ai^umcnt,  that  God  is  not  a  prayer-hearing  God^  ! 
if  he  give  not  to  men  what  Ihty  ask  of  him,  to  consume  upon 
their  lusts.  Oftentimes  when  men  pray  for  temporal  good 
things,  they  desire  them  for  no  good  end,  but  only  to  gratify 
their  pride  or  sensuality.  If  they  pray  for  worldly  good  tbinci 
chiefly  from  a  worldly  spirit;  and  make  an  idol  of  the  world; 

it  is  no  wonder  that  God  doth  not  hear  their  prayers ;  Jam.  iv. 
3.  "  Ye  ask,  and  receive  not,  because  ye  ask  amiss,  to  consume 
it  upon  your  lusts."  If  you  request  him  to  give  you  something 
of  which  you  will  make  an  idol,  and  set  up  in  opposition  to  him 
— or  will  use  as  weapons  of  warfare  against  him,  or  as  instru- 
ments to  serve  his  enemies — no  wonder  that  God  will  not  hear 
you.  If  God  should  hear  such  prayers,  he  would  act  as  his  own 
enemy,  inasmuch  as  he  would  bestow  them  to  serve  his  enemies. 

2.  It  is  no  argument,  that  God  is  not  a  prayer-hearing 
God,  that  he  heareth  not  insincere  and  wtbclicTtng  prayers. 
How  can  we  expect  that  he  should  have  any  respect  to  that 
which  has  no  sincerity  in  it?  God  lookcth  not  at  words,  but 
at  the  heart;  and  it  is  fit  that  he  should  do  so.  If  men  pr»y 
only  in  words,  and  not  in  heart,  what  are  their  prayers  good 
for  ?  and  why  should  that  God  who  searcheB  the  heart,  and  Iriei 
the  reins,  have  any  respect  to  them  ? — Sometimes,  men  do  do- 
thing  hut  dissemble  in  their  prayers  j  and  when  they  do  so,  it 
is  no  ailment  that  God  is  the  less  a  prayer-hearingGod,  that 
he  doth  not  hear  such  prayers;  for  it  is  no  argumcnl  of  WHDtof 
mercy.  Sometimes,  they  pray  for  that  in  words  which  they 
really  desire  not  in  their  hearts ;  as  that  he  would  purge  them 
from  sin,  when,  at  the  same  time,  they  show,  by  their  practice, 
that  they  do  not  desire  to  be  pui^ed  from  sin,  while  tlicy  love 
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and  choose  it,  and  are  utterly  averse  to  parting  with  it.  In 
like  manner  they  often  dissemble  in  pretence  and  show,  which 
they  make  in  their  prayers,  of  dependence  on  God  for  mercies, 
and  of  a  sense  of  his  sufficiency  to  supply  them,  in  our  coming 
to  God,  and  praying  to  him  for  such  and  such  things,  there  it 
a  show  that  we  are  sensible  we  are  dependent  on  him  for 
them,  and  that  he  is  sufficient  to  give  them  to  us.  But  men 
sometimes  seem  to  pray,  while  not  sensible  of  their  dependence 
on  G.od,  nor  do  they  think  him  sufficient  to  nupply  them  ;  for  all 
the  while  they  trust  in  themselves,  and  have  no  contidence  in 
God.  They  show,  in  words,  as  though  they  were  beggars ;  but 
in  heart  they  come  as  creditors,  and  look  on  God  as  their  debtor* 
In  words,  they  seem  to  ask  for  things  as  the  fruit  of  free  grace ; 
but  in  heart  they  account  it  would  be  hard,  uniust,  and  cruel,  if 
God  should  deny  them.  In  words,  they  seem  humble  and  sub* 
missive,  but  in  heart  they  are  proud  and  contentious  ;  there  is 
no  prayer  but  in  their  words. 

It  doth  not  render  God  at  all  the  less  a  prayer-hearing 
God,  that  he  distinguishes,  as  an  all-seeing  God,  between  real 
prayers  and  pretended  ones.  Such  prayers  as  those  which  I 
have  just  now  been  mentioning,  are  not  worthy  of  the  name  in 
the  eyes  of  him  who  searches  the  heart,  and  sees  things  as  they 
are.  That  prayer  which  is  not  of  faith,  is  insincere ;  lor  prayer 
is  a  show,  or  manifestation  of  dependence  on  God,  and  trust  in 
his  sufficiency  and  mercy.  Therefore,  where  this  trust  or  faith 
is  wanting,  there  is  no  prayer  in  the  sight  of  God.  And,  how- 
ever God  is  sometimes  pleased  to  grant  the  requests  of  those 
who  have  no  faith,  vet  he  has  not  obliged  himself  so  to  do ;  nor 
is  it  an  argument  of  his  not  being  a  prayer-hearing  God,  when 
he  hears  them  not. 

3.  It  is  no  argument  that  he  is  not  a  prayer-hearing  God, 
that  he  exercises  his  own  wisdom  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
answering  prayer.  Some  of  God^s  people  are  sometimes  ready 
to  think,  that  he  doth  not  hear  their  prayers,  because  he  doth 
not  answer  them  at  the  times  when  they  expected ;  when,  in- 
deed, God  doth  hear  them,  and  will  answer  them,  in  the  time 
and  way  to  which  his  own  wisdom  directs.  The  business  of 
prayer  is  not  to  direct  God,  who  is  in6nitely  wise*  and  needs 
not  any  of  our  directions  ;  who  knows  what  is  best  for  us  ten 
thousand  times  better  than  we,  and  knows  what  time  and  what 
way  are  best.  It  is  fit  that  be  should  answer  prayer,  and,  as  an 
infinitely  wise  God,  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  wisdom,  and  not 
ours.  God  will  deal  as  a  father  with  us,  in  answering  our  re- 
quests. But  a  child  is  not  to  expect  that  the  fatherV  wi^^dom  be 
subject  to  bis;  nor  ought  he  to  desire  it,  but  «»hould  esteem  it  a 
privil^e,  that  the  parent  will  provide  for  him  according  to  bis 
own  wisdom. 
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As  to  particular  temporal  blessings,  rarnhicli  we  pray,  it 
IB  no  argument  that  he  ia  not  a  prayer- hearing  God,  becaase 
be  bestows  them  not  upon  us  :  for  it  may  be  that  God  sees  the 
things  for  which  we  pray  not  to  be  best  for  os.  If  so,  it  woold 
be  no  mercy  in  him  to  beston  them  upon  us,  but  a  judgment. 
Such  thingti.  therefore,  ought  always  to  be  asked  with  submis- 
eiou  to  the  ditirie  will.  God  ran  ani^wer  pra)er.  though  he  be- 
stow not  the  very  thing  for  which  we  pray.  He  caii  some- 
tiines  heller  answer  the  lawful  de^res  and  good  end  we  have  in 
prayer  another  way.  If  our  end  be  our  own  good  and  happi- 
oe^s,  God  can.  pcrha^is,  better  answer  that  end  in  bestowing 
eometbiiig  else  than  in  the  be^towment  of  that  very  thing  which 
we  a*k.  And  if  ihe  main  good  we  aim  at  in  our  praver  be 
attained,  our  prayer  is  answered,  though  nut  in  the  be^towmeat 
of  the  individual  thin;;  which  we  conghl.  And  so  that  may  still 
be  true  which  was  before  asserted,  Ihal  God  always  krara  ihe 
praifrr  or  f^ith.  God  never  once  failed  of  hearing  a  sincere 
and  believing  prayer;  and  those  promises  for  ever  hold  good, 
"Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive;  sieek,  and  ye  shall  find-,  knock, 
and  it  shall  be  opened  to  you  ;  for  every  one  that  asketh,  re- 
ceivelh ;  and  he  that  seeketh,  findeth  ;  and  to  him  that  knock- 
eth,  it  shall  be  opened." 

Another  use  of  this  doctrine  may  be,  of  reproof  to  those 
that  neglect  the  duty  of  jirayer.  If  we  enjoy  so  great  a  pri«i- 
lege  as  lo  ha>e  the  prayer- hearing  God  revealed  to  us,  how 
great  will  be  our  folly  and  incKcusableness,  if  we  neglect  (he 
privilege,  or  make  no  use  of  it,  and  deprive  ourselves  of  Ifie 
advantage  by  not  !<eektng  this  God  by  prayer.  They  are  hereby 
re -roved  who  nei^lect  the  great  duly  of  secrel  prayer,  which  is 
more  expresslj  required  in  the  word  of  God  than  any  other 
kind.  What  account  can  those  persons  give  of  themselves, 
who  neglect  so  known  a  duly  ?  It  is  impossible  thai  any  among 
us  should  he  ignorant  of  this  command  of  God.  How  daring, 
therefore,  is  their  wickedness,  who  live  in  the  neglect  of  this 
duty  !  and  what  can  they  answer  to  their  Judge,  when  he  shftll 
call  them  to  an  account  for  it? 

Here  I  shall  briefly  say  something  to  an  e^icusE  which  some 
may  be  ready  to  make  for  Ihem^elves.  .  Some  may  be  ready  (o 
Bay,  If  f  do  pray,  mi/ prai/rr  mil  no!  be  tkr  prayrr  of  failk,  ht' 
caiist  I  am  in  «  naltii-al  condition,  and  hnve  no  faith. 

Thiii  excuses  not  from  obedience  to  a  plain  command  of 
God.  The  command  is  to  all  to  whom  the  command  shall 
come.  God  not  only  directs  godly  persons  to  pray,  but  other* 
also.  In  the  beginning  of  the  second  chapter  of  Proverb*, 
God  directs  all  persons  lo  cry  afler  wisdom,  and  to  lift  up  ihcir 
voices  for  understanding,  in  order  lo  iheirobtainiiig  the  fear  and 
knowledge  of  God  ;  and  in  Jam.  i.  3,  the  apostle  says,  "  If  any 
man    lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask   of  God;  and  Peter  directed 
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Simon  Magu8  to  repent,  and  pray  to  God,  if  perhaps  the  thought 
of  his  heart  might  be  forgiven  him,  Acts  viii.  22.  Therefore, 
when  Ood  says,  do  thus  or  thus,  it  is  not  for  us  to  make  excuses, 
but  we  xxiM^i  do  the  thing  required.     Besides, 

God  is  pleased  sometimes  to  answer  the  prayers  of  unbe- 
lieverti.  Indeed  he  hears  not  their  prayers  for  their  goodness  or 
acceptableness,  or  because  of  any  true  respect  to  him  mani- 
fested in  them,  for  there  is  none  ;  nor  has  he  obliged  himself  to 
answer  such  prayers  ;  yet  he  is  pleased  sometimes,  of  his  sove- 
reign mercy,  to  pity  wicked  men,  and  hear  their  cries.  Thus 
he  heard  the  cries  of  the  Ninevites,  Jonah  iii.  and  the  prayer  of 
Ahab,  1  Kings  xxi.  27,  28.  Though  there  be  no  regard  to  God 
in  their  prayers,  yet  he,  of  his  infinite  grace,  is  pleased  to  have 
respect  to  their  desires  of  their  own  happiness,  and  to  grant 
their  requests.  He  may,  and  sometimes  does,  hear  the  cries  of 
wicked  men,  as  he  hears  the  hungry  ravens,  when  they  cry,  Psal* 
cxivii.  9,  and  as  he  opens  his  bountiful  hand,  and  satisfies  the 
de^ires  of  every  living  thing,  Psal.  cxiv.  16.  Besides,  the 
prayers  of  sinners,  though  they  have  no  goodness  in  them,  yet 
are  made  a  means  of  a  preparation  for  mercy. 

Finally,  seeing  we  have  such  a  prayer-hearing  God  as  we 
have  heard,  let  us  be  much  employed  in  the  duty  of  prayer : 
let  us  pray  with  all  prayer  and  supplication  :  let  us  live  prayer- 
ful lives,  continuing  instant  m  prayer,  watching  thereunto  with 
all  perseverance;  praying  always,  without  ceasing,  earnestly, 
and  not  fainting. 


SERMON    VI.* 

CHRISTIAN  CAUTIONS,  OR  THE  NECESSITY  Ot 

SELF-EXAMINATION. 


Psalm  cxzxix.  23,  24. 

Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart ;  try  me,  and  Imam  my 
thoughts ;  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  ana 
lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting. 


INTRODUCTION. 

This  psalm  is  a  meditation  on  the  omniscience  of  Gody  or 
upon  his  perfect  view  and  knowledge  of  every  thine,  which  the 
Psalmist  represents  by  that  perfect  knowledge  which  God  had  of 
all  his  actions,  his  downsitting  and  his  uprising;  and  of  hit 
thoughts,  so  that  he  knew  his  thoughts  afar  off;  and  of  his  wordi, 
'*  There  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue,^'  says  the  Psalmist,  *^  hot 
thou  knowest  it  altogether.*^  Then  he  represents  it  by  the  im- 
possibility of  fleeing  from  the  divine  presence,  or  of  hidioe 
from  him ;  so  that  if  he  should  go  into  heaven,  or  hide  himseff 
in  helK  or  fly  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea  ;  yet  he  would 
not  be  hid  from  God :  or  if  he  should  endeavour  to  hide  him- 
self in  darkness,  yet  that  would  not  cover  him ;  but  the  dark- 
ness and  light  are  both  alike  to  him.  Then  he  represents  it  hj 
the  knowledge  which  God  had  of  him  while  in  hit  mother^s 
womb,  ver.  15,  16.  ^' My  substance  was  not  hid  firom  thee, 
when  I  was  made  in  secret ;  thine  eyes  did  see  my  labstaoce, 
yet  being  imperfect;  and  in  thy  book  all  my  members  were 
written." 

After  this  the  Psalmist  observes  what  must  be  inferred  as 
a  necessary  consequence  of  this  omniscience  of  God,  viz.  that 
he  will  slay  the  wicked,  since  he  seeth  all  their  wickedness,  and 
nothing  of  it  is  hid  from  him.  And  last  of  all,  the  Psalmist  im- 
proves this  meditation  upon  God^s  all-seeing  eye,  in  begging 

*  Thii  Tract  contains  Uie  substance  of  four  posthumous  discoOTBes,  oa  tlie 
text  Prefixed,  first  printed  at  Edinb.  1788. 
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of  God  that  be  would  search  and  try  him,  to  see  if  there  were 
any  wicked  way  in  him,  and  lead  him  in  the  way  everlasting. 

Three  things  may  be  noted  in  the  words. 

!•  The  act  of  mercy  which  the  Psalmist  implores  of  God 
towards  himself,  that  God  would  search  him.  '^Search  me,  O 
God,  and  know  my  heart;  try  me,  and  know   my  thoughts/' 

3.  In  what  respect  he  desires  to  be  searched,  viz.  '^  to  see 
if  there  were  any  wicked  way  in  him."  We  are  not  to  under- 
stand by  it,  that  the  Psalmist  means  that  God  should  search  him 
for  his  own  information.  What  be  had  said  before,  of  God^s 
knowing  all  things,  implies  that  he  hath  no  need  of  that.  The 
Psalmist  had  said,  in  the  second  verse,  that  God  understood  his 
thought  afar  off;  i.  e.  it  was  all  plain  before  him,  he  saw  it  with- 
out difficulty,  or  without  being  forced  to  come  nigh,  and  dili- 
gently to  observe.  That  which  is  plain  to  be  seen,  may  be  seen 
at  a  distance* 

Therefore,  when  the  Psalmist  prays  that  God  would  search 
him^  to  see  if  there  were  any  wicked  way  in  him,  be  cannot 
mean  that  he  should  search  that  he  himself  might  see  or  be  in- 
fonned,  but  that  the  Psalmist  might  see  and  be  informed.     He 

Erays  that  God  would  search  him  by  his  discovering  light ;  that 
e  would  lead  him  thoroughly  to  discern  himself,  and  see  whe- 
ther there  were  any  wicked  way  in  him*  Such  figurative  ex- 
pressions are  often  used  in  scripture.  The  word  of  God  is  said 
to  be  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.  Not 
that  the  word  itself  discerns,  but  it  searches  and  opens  our 
hearts  to  view ;  so  that  it  enables  us  to  discern  the  temper  and 
desires  of  our  hearts*  So  God  is  ofl^en  said  to  try  men.  He 
doth  not  try  them  for  his  own  information,  but  for  the  disco- 
very and  manifestation  of  them  to  themselves  or  others* 

3*  Observe  to  what  end  be  thus  desires  God  to  search  him, 
viz*  '^  That  he  might  be  led  in  the  way  everlasting:^^  i.  e*  not 
only  in  a  wa^  which  may  have  a  specious  show,  and  appear 
right  to  him  for  a  while,  and  in  which  he  may  have  peace  and 
quietness  for  the  present;  but  in  the  way  which  will  hold, 
which  will  stand  the  test,  which  he  may  confidently  abide  by  for 
ever,  and  always  approve  of  as  good  and  right,  and  in  which  he 
may  always  have  peace  and  joy.  It  is  said,  that  "  the  way  of 
the  ungodly  shall  perish,"  Psal*  i.  6.  In  opposition  to  this,  the 
way  of  the  righteous  is  in  the  text  said  to  last  for  ever. 

SECT.  I. 

M  men  should  be  mtich  concerned  to  know  whether  they  do 

not  live  in  some  way  of  sin* 

David  was  much  concerned  to  know  this  concerning  him- 
self; be  searched  himself,  be  examined  bis  own  heart  and  ways  ; 
Vol.  VI.  42 
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but  he  did  not  trust  to  that ;  he  was  still  afraid  lest  there  i 

be  some  nicked  nay  in  him,  nhich  bad  escaped  his  noticvr 
therefore  he  cries  lo  God  to  search  blm.  And  his  eameslness 
appears  in  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  Eame  request  in  different 
words  ;  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart ;  try  me  and  knim 
my  thoughts.  He  was  very  earnest  to  know  whelner  there  were 
not  some  evil  way  or  other  in  him,  in  which  ho  went  on,  and 
did  not  take  notice  of. 

1.  We  ought  to  be  much  concerned  to  know  whether 
we  do  not  hve  in  a  slate  of  sin.  All  unregencrate  men  live  in 
sin.  We  are  born  under  the  power  and  dominion  of  sin,  are 
sold  under  sin  ;  every  unconverted  sinner  is  a  devoted  servant 
to  sin  and  Satan.  We  should  look  upon  it  as  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  ub,  .to  know  in  what  state  we  are,  whether  wc 
ever  had  any  change  made  in  our  hearts  from  sin  to  holiness,  ot 
whether  wc  be  not  still  in  the  gall  of  bitternegs  and  bond  of  ini-    i 

3uity;  whether  ever  sin  were  truly  mortified  in  us;  whether  we 
o  not  live  in  the  sin  of  unbelief,  and  in  the  rejection  of  the 
Saviour.  This  is  what  the  apostle  insists  upon  with  tlie  Corin- 
thians, 2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  "  Examine  yourselves,  mkether  ye  be  in  Ihc  i 
faith  ;  prove  your  ohjm  selves  ;  know  ye  not  your  own  selves,  Hon 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates?''''  Those 
who  entertain  the  opinion  and  hope  of  themselves,  that  they  arc 
godly,  should  take  great  care  to  see  that  their  foundation  be 
right.  Those  that  are  in  doubt  should  not  give  themselves  lett 
till  the  matter  be  resolved. 

Every  unconverted  person  lives  in  a  sinful  nay.  He  not 
only  lives  in  a  particular  evil  practice,  but  the  whole  course  of 
tiis  life  is  sinful.  The  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
is  only  evil  continually.  He  not  only  dolh  evil,  but  he  dotli  no 
good,  Psal.  xiv.  3.  They  are  allogether  become  fUhy  ;  there  i> 
none  that  doeih  good,  no  not  one.  Sin  is  an  unconverted  maoH 
trade ;  it  is  the  work  and  business  of  his  life  ;  for  he  is  (he  ser-  ( 
vantofsin.  And  ordinarily  hypocrites,  or  those  who  are  wicked 
men,  and  yet  think  themselves  godly,  and  make  a  profession  ac- 
cordingly, arc  especially  odious  and  abominable  to  God. 

2.  We  ought  to  be  much  concerned  to  know  whether  wc  , 
do  not  live  in  some  particular  way  which  is  ofl'ensive  and  dis- 
pleasing to  God:  this  is  what  I  principally  intend.  We  ought 
to  be  much  concerned  to  know  whether  we  do  not  live  in  the 
gratification  of  some  lust,  cither  in  practice  or  in  our  thonghU: 
whether  we  do  not  live  in  the  omission  of  some  duty.mmn  thing  ' 
ivhich  God  expects  we  should  do ;  whether  we  do  not  go  into 
some  practice  or  manuerof  behaviour,  which  is  not  marrantai^c. 
We  should  inquire  whether  wc  do  not  live  in  some  practice  whidi 
is  against  our  light,  and  whether  we  do  not  allow  ounelret  hi 
htotpn  sjjn. 


I 

SER«  VI*         Tkc  necessity  of  l^elf-Examhiation,  331 

We  should  be  strict  to  inquire  whether  or  no  we  have  not 
hitherto  allowed  ourselves  in  some  or  other  sinful  way,  through 
wrong  principles  and  mistaken  notions  of  our  duty ;  whether  we 
have  not  lived  in  the  practice  of  some  things  offensive  to  God, 
through  want  of  care,  and  watchfulness,  and  observation  of  our- 
selves. We  should  be  concerned  to  know  whether  we  live  not 
in  some  way  which  doth  'not  become  the  prof ession  we  make ; 
and  whether  our  practice  in  some  things  be  not  unbecoming 
Christians^  contrary  to  Christian  rules,  not  suitable  for  the  dis- 
ciples and  followers  of  the  Holy  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God.  We 
ought  to  be  concerned  to  know  this,  because, 

(1.)  God  requires  of  us,  that  we  exercise  the  utmost  watch' 
fulness  and  diligence  in  his  service.  Reason  teaches  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  exercise  the  utmost  care,  that  we  may  know  the 
mind  and  will  of  God,  and  our  duty  in  all  the  branches  of  it, 
and  to  use  our  utmost  diligence  in  every  thing  to  do  it ;  because 
the  service  of  God  is  the  great  business  of  our  lives ;  it  is  that 
work  which  is  the  end  of  our  beings ;  and  God  is  worthy  that 
we  should  serve  him  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  in  all  things. 
This  is  what  God  often  expressly  requires  of  us ;  Deut.  iv.  9. 
Take  heed  to  thyself  and  keep  thy  soul  diligently,  lest  thou  forget 
the  things  that  thine  eyes  have  seen^  and  lest  they  depart  from  thy 
heart  all  the  days  of  thy  life.  And  v.  15,  16.  fake  ye  therefore 
good  heed  to  yourselves^  lest  ye  corrupt  yourselves.  And  Deut. 
vi.  17.  You  shall  diligently  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
your  God^  and  his  testimonies,  and  his  statutes  which  he  hath 
commanded  thee.  And  Prov.  iv.  33.  Keep  thy  heart  with  all 
diligence  ;  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life.  So  we  are  com- 
manded by  Christ  to  watch  and  pray  ;  Matt.  xxvi.  41,  and  Luke 
xxi.  34,  36.  Take  heed  to  yourselves^  lest  at  any  time  your  hearts 
be  overcharged  with  surfeiting ,  and  drunkennessj  and  the  cares  of 
this  life.  Eph.  v.  15.  See  that  ye  walk  circumspectly.  So  that 
if  we  be  found  in  any  evil  way  whatsoever,  it  will  not  excuse  us, 
that  it  was  through  madvertence,  or  that  wc  were  not  aware  of 
it ;  as  long  as  it  is  through  want  of  that  care  and  watchfulness  in 
us,  which  we  ought  to  tmve  maintained. 

(2.)  If  we  live  in  any  way  of  sin,  we  live  in  a  way  whereby 
God  is  dishonoured;  but  the  honour  of  God  ought  to  be  su- 
premely r^arded  by  all.  If  every  one  would  mwe  it  his  great 
care  in  all  things  to  obey  God,  to  live  justly  and  holily,  to  walk 
in  every  thing  according  to  Christian  rules ;  and  would  main- 
tain a  strict,  watchful,  and  scrutinous  eye  over  himself,  to  see 
if  there  were  no  wicked  way  in  him ;  would  give  diligence  to 
amend  whatsoever  is  amiss;  would  avoid  every  unholy,  an- 
cbristian,  and  sinful  way ;  and  if  the  practice  of  all  were  oni- 
versally  as  becometh  Ohristians,  how  greatly  would  this  be  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ !  How  greatly  would  it 
be  to  the  credit  and  honour  of  religion !    How  would  it  tend  to 


,1 

I 

1 


excite  a  higii  cstpc-m  of  religion  in  apectalorf,  autl  to  recotii- 
niend  a  holy  life  !  How  would  it  atop  the  mouths  of  objectors 
and  opposera !  How  beautiful  and  amiable  would  religion  then 
appear,  when  exemplified  in  tlic  lives  of  Chriatiane,  not  maimed 
:ind  mutilated,  but  whole  and  entire,  as  it  were  in  its  true  shape, 
having  all  its  parts  and  ils  proper  beautj' !  Religion  would  tnen 
nppear  to  be  an  amiable  thing  indeed. 

If  those  who  call  themselves  Christians,  thus  walked  io  all 
the  paths  of  virtue  and  holiness,  it  would  tend  more  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  the  world,  the  coQTictioD 
of  sinners,  and  the  propagation  of  religion  among  unbelievers, 
than  all  the  sermons  in  the  world,  so  long  as  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  called  Christians,  continue  as  thej  arc  now.  For  want 
of  this  concern  and  watchfulness  in  the  degree  in  which  it  ought 
to  take  place,  many  truly  godly  persons  adorn  not  their  profes- 
sion as  they  ought  to  do,  and,  on  the  contrary,  in  some  things 
dishonour  it.  For  want  of  being  so  much  concerned  as  Ihey 
ODght  to  be,  to  know  whether  they  do  not  walk  in  some  way 
that  is  unbecoming  a  Christian,  and  offensive  to  God ;  Iheir  be- 
haviour in  some  things  is  very  unlovely,  and  such  ne  is  an 
offence  and  stumbling-block  to  otheni,  and  gives  occasion  to  ihc 
enemy  to  blaspheme. 

(3.)  We  should  be  much  concerned  to  know  whether  wo 
da  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin,  as  we  would  regard  our  own  m- 
/cresl.  If  we  live  in  any  way  of  sin,  it  will  be  esceedinglv  to 
our  hurt.  Sin,  as  it  is  the  most  hateful  evil,  is  that  which  U 
moat  prejudicial  to  our  interest,  and  tends  most  to  our  hurt  of 
any  thing  in  the  world.  If  we  live  in  any  way  thatia  displeasing 
to  God,  it  may  be  the  ruin  of  our  souls.  Though  meo  reform 
all  other  wicked  practices,  yet  if  they  live  in  but  one  einfal 
way,  which  they  do  not  forsake,  it  may  prove  their  evertaBtii^ 
undoing. 

If  we  live  in  any  way  of  sin,  we  shall  thereby  j>roroA:<  Qoi 
to  anger,  and  bring  guill  upon  our  own  souls.  Neither  will  it 
excuse  us,  that  we  were  not  sensible  how  evil  that  way  wm  in 
which  we  walked  ;  that  we  did  not  consider  it ;  that  we  were 
blind  aa  to  any  evil  in  it.  Wo  contract  guilt  not  only  by  Jiving 
in  those  ways  which  we  know,  but  in  those  which  we  might 
know  to  be  sinful,  if  wo  were  but  sufficiently  concerned  Io  know 
what  is  sinful  and  what  not,  and  to  examine  ourselves,  and  search 
our  own  hcorls  and  ways.  If  wc  walk  in  some  evil  way.  sod 
know  it  not  for  want  of  watchfulness  and  consideration,  lliat  will 
not  excuse  us ;  for  wc  ought  to  have  watched  and  considered, 
and  made  the  most  diligent  inquiry. 

If  wc  walk  in  some  evil  way.  it  will  be  a  great  prejudicoto 

in  this  ivorld.     We  shall  thereby  be  deprived  of  Ihal  comfort 

which  wc  otherwise  might  enjoy,  and  shall  expose  ourselvci  to 

a  RFcat  deal  of  soul  trouble,  and  sorrow,  and  darkness,  nUcb 
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otherwise  we  might  have  been  free  from.  A  wicked  way  is  the 
original  way  of  pain  or  grief.  In  it  we  shall  expose  ourselves  to 
the  judgments  of  Gody  even  in  this  world  ;  and  we  shall  be  great 
losers  by  it,  in  respect  to  our  eternal  interest ;  and  that  though 
we  may  not  live  in  a  way  of  sin  wilfully,  and  with  a  deliber^ 
resolution,  but  carelessly,  and  through  the  deceitfulness  of  our 
corruptions.  However  we  shall  ofiend  God,  and  prevent  the 
flourishing  of  grace  in  our  hearts,  if  not  the  very  being  of  it. 

Many  are  very  careful  that  they  do  not  proceed  in  mistakes^ 
where  their  temporal  interest  is  concerned.  They  will  be 
strictly  careful  that  they  be  not  led  on  blindfold  in  the  bargains 
which  they  make;- in  their  traffic  one  with  another,  they  are 
careful  to  have  their  eyes  about  them,  and  to  see  that  they  go 
safely  in  these  cases ;  and  why  not,  where  the  interest  of  tiieir 
souls  is  concerned  ? 

(4.)  We  should  be  much  concerned  to  know  whether  we 
do  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin,  because  we  are  eiceedingly  prone 
to  walk  in  some  such  way. — The  heart  of  man  is  naturally  prone 
to  sin ;  the  weight  of  the  soul  is  naturally  that  way,  as  the  stone 
by  its  weight  tendeth  downwards.  And  there  is  very  much  of  a 
remaining  proneness  to  sin  in  the  saints.  Though  sin  be  morti* 
fied  in  them,  yet  there  is  a  body  of  sin  and  death  remaining ; 
there  are  all  manner  of  lusts  and  corrupt  inclinations.  We  are 
exceeding  apt  to  get  into  some  ill  path  or  other.  Man  is  so  prone 
to  sinful  ways,  that  without  maintaining  a  constant  strict  watch 
over  himself,  no  other  can  be  expected,  than  that  he  will  walk  in 
some  way  of  sin. 

Our  hearts  are  so  full  of  sin,  that  they  are  ready  to  betray 
us.  That  to  which  men  are  prone,  they  are  apt  to  get  into  be- 
fore they  are  aware.  Sin  is  apt  to  steal  in  upon  us  unawares. 
Besides  this,  we  live  in  a  world  where  we  continually  meet  with 
temptations ;  we  walk  in  the  midst  of  snares ;  and  the  devil,  a 
aabtle  adversary,  is  continually  watching  over  us,  endeavouring, 
by  all  manner  of  wiles  and  devices,  to  lead  us  astray  into  bv- 
paths.  3  Cor.  xi.  3,  3.  /  an^  jealous  over  you.  I  fear  ^  lest  hy 
any  m«afu,  as  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve  through  his  subtle^  ;  so 
your  minds  should  be  corrupted  from  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ* 
1  Pet.  V.  8.  Be  sober;  be  vigilanl ;  because  your  adversary  the 
devil^  as  a  roaring  lion^  waikoih  about^  seeking  whom  he  may 
clerour.— -These  things  should  make  us  the  more  jealous  of  our- 
selves. 

(5.)  We  ought  to  be  concerned  to  know  whether  we  do  not 
live  m  some  way  of  sin ;  because  there  are  many  who  live  in 
such  ways,  and  do  not  consider  it,  or  are  not  sensible  of  it.  It 
is  a  thing  of  great  importance  that  we  should  know  it,  and  yet 
the  knowledge  is  not  to  be  acquired  without  difficulty.  Many 
live  in  wajrs  which  are  offensive  to  God,  who  are  not  sensible  of 
it.  They  are  strangely  blinded  in  this  case.   Psal.  xix.  13«  fVho 
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practised  by  those  who  are  accounted  godly  men,  men  oi  expe- 
rience in  religion,  this  tends  greatly  to  harden  the  heart,  and 
blind  the  mind  with  respect  to  any  evil  practice. 

5.  Persons  are  in  great  danger  of  living  in  ways  of  sin  and 
not  being  sensible  of  it,  for  want  of  duly  regarding  and  consi- 
dering their  duty  in  ihe  full  extent  of  it.  There  are  some  who 
hear  of  the  necessity  of  reforming  from  all  sins,  and  attending 
all  duties,  and  will  set  themselves  to  perform  some  particular 
duties,  at  the  same  time  neglecting  others.  Perhaps  their 
thoughts  will  be  wholly  taken  up  about  religious  duties,  such  as 
prayer  in  secret,  reading  the  scriptures,  and  other  good  books^ 
goinc  to  public  worship,  and  giving  diligent  attention,  keeping 
the  Sabbath,  and  serious  meditation.  They  seem  to  regard 
these  things,  as  though  they  comprised  their  duty  in  its  full  ex- 
tent, and  as  if  this  were  their  whole  work  ;  and  moral  duties 
towards  their  neighbours,  their  duties  in  the  relations  in  which 
they  stand,  their  duties  as  husbands  or  wives,  as  brethren  or 
sisters,  or  their  duties  as  neighbours,  seem  not  to  be  considered 
by  them. 

They  consider  not  the  necessity  of  those  things :  and  when 
they  hear  of  earnestly  seeking  salvation  in  a  way  of  diligent  at^ 
tendance  on  all  duties,  they  seem  to  leave  those  out  of  their 
thoughts,  as  if  they  were  not  meant ;  nor  any  other  duties, 
except  reading  and  praying,  and  keeping  the  Sabbath,  and  the 
like.  Or,  if  they  do  regard  some  parts  of  their  moral  duty,  it 
may  be  other  branches  of  it  are  not  considered.  Thus,  if  they 
be  just  in  their  dealings,  yet,  perhaps,  they  neglect  deeds  of 
charity.  They  know  they  must  not  defraud  their  neighbour ; 
they  must  not  lie ;  they  must  not  commit  uncleanness  ;  but 
seem  not  to  consider  what  an  evil  it  is  to  talk  against  others 
lightly,  or  to  take  up  a  reproach  against  them,  or  to  contend 
and  quarrel  with  them,  or  to  live  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
gospel  in  their  family  relations,  or  not  to  instruct  their  children 
or  servants. 

Many  men  seem  to  be  very  conscientious  in  some  thing?, 
in  some  branches  of  their  duty  on  which  they  keep  their  eye, 
whenother  important  branches  are  entirely  neglected,  and  seem 
not  to  be  noticed  by  them.     They  regard  not  their  duty  in  the 

full  extent  of  it. 

■ 

SECT.  III. 

What  method  V3C  ought  to  take^  in  order  to  find  out  whether  ice 

do  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin* 

This,  as  hath  been  observed,  is  a  difficult  thing  to  be 
known  ;  but  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much  difficulty,  but  that,  if 
persons  were  sufficiently  concerned  about  it.  and  strict  and 

Vol.  VI.  t3 
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can  underttatid  his  errors  ?  Cleanu  thou  me  frotti  secrtt  fauUt. 
By  secret  faults,  the   PBalmist  means  those  which  are  aeofCt 
to  himself,  those  sins  which  were  in  him,  or  which  be  was  gujUj  '  . 
of,  aiid  yet  was  not  aware  of. 
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Why  many  live  in  Hn,  andyd  not  knovi  it. 

That  (he  knowing  whether  we  do  not  live  in  some  way  of 
Ein  is  attended  with  difficulty,  is  iioi  because  the  rules  of  judging 
in  such  a  case  are  nut  plain  or  plentiful.  God  hath  ahuodaoUy 
taught  us  what  we  ought,  and  what  we  ought  not  to  do ;  end 
the  rules  b)  which  we  are  to  walk  are  often  set  before  us  in  the 
preaching  of  the  word.  So  ihat  the  difficulty  of  knowing  whe- 
ther there  be  any  wicked  way  in  us,  is  not  for  waot  of  ex- 
ternal light,  or  for  want  of  God's  having  toUl  us  plainly  and 
abuodantly  what  are  wicked  nays.  But  that  many  penoiift  live 
in  ways  which  are  displeasing  to  God.  and  yet  are  not  sensible 
of  it,  may  arise  fr'>m  the  following  things. 

].  From  the  blinding  decritful  nature  of  sin.  The  heart  of 
man  is  full  of  sin  and  corruption,  and  that  corruption  is  of  an 
exceedingly  darkening,  blinding  nature.  Sin  always  carries  a 
degree  of  darkness  with  it ;  and  the  more  it  prevails,  the  mOK 
it  darkens  and  deludes  the  mind. — It  is  from  hence  (hat  the 
knowing  whether  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  us  is  a  diffieolt 
thing.  The  difficulty  is  not  at  all  for  want  of  light  without  m, 
not  at  all  because  the  word  of  God  is  not  plain,  or  the  rules  not 
clear;  but  it  is  because  of  the  darkness  within  us.  The  light 
shines  cteur  enough  around  us,  but  the  fault  is  in  our  eyes; 
they  are  darkened  and  blinded  by  a  pernicious  distemper. 

Sin  is  of  a  deceitful  nature,  because,  so  far  aa  it  prevails, 
so  far  it  gains  the  inclination  and  will,  und  that  sways  and  bia»e3 
the  judgment.  So  far  as  any  lust  jirevails,  so  far  it  biases  Ihc 
mind  to  approve  of  it.  So  far  as  any  sin  sways  the  incli- 
nation or  will,  so  far  that  sin  seems  pleasing  and  good  to  the 
man  :  and  Ihat  which  is  pleasing,  the  mind  is  prejudiced  to  think 
is  right. — Hence  when  any  lust  hath  so  gained  upon  a  mai>,  as 
to  get  him  into  a  sinful  way  or  practice  ;  it  having  gained  his 
will,  also  prejudices  his  understanding.  And  the  more  irregu- 
larly a  man  walks,  the  more  will  his  mind  probably  be  darkened 
and  blinded  ;  because  by  so  much  the  more  doth  ain  prevail. 

Hence  mwny  men  who  live  in  ways  which  are  not  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  God's  woid.  yet  are  not  stnsitU  of  it  j  and 
it  is  a  dilGcult  thing  to  make  them  so  ;  because  the  same  Inst 
that  leads  ihcni  into  that  evil  way,  blinds  them  in  it.—  "^ 
if  a  man  live  in  a  way  of  malice  or  envy,  the  more  n 
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envy  prevails,  the  more  will  it  blind  his  understanding  to  ap- 
prove of  it.  The  more  a  man  hates  his  neighbour,  the  more 
will  he  be  disposed  to  think,  that  he  has  just  cause  to  hate  him, 
and  that  his  neighbour  is  hateful,  and  deserves  to  be  hated,  and 
that  it  is  not  his  duty  to  love  him.  So  if  a  man  live  in  any  way 
of  lasciviousness,  the  more  his  impure  lust  prevails,  the  more 
sweet  and  pleasant  will  it  make  the  sin  appear,  and  so  the  more 
will  he  be  disposed  and  prejudiced  to  think  there  is  no  evil  in  it. 
So  the  more  a  man  lives  in  a  way  of  covetousness,  or  the 
more  inordinately  he  desires  the  profits  of  the  world,  the  more 
will  he  think  himself  excusable  in  so  doing,  and  the  more  will 
he  think  that  he  has  a  necessity  of  those  things,  and  cannot  do 
without  them.  And  if  they  be  necessary,  then  he  is  excusable 
for  eagerly  desiring  them.  The  same  might  be  shown  of  all  the 
lusts  which  are  in  men^s  hearts.  By  how  much  the  more  they 
prevail,  by  so  much  the  more  do  they  blind  the  mind,  and  dis- 

f)Ose  the  judgment  to  approve  of  them.  All  lusts  are  deceitful 
usts.  Eph.  iv.  22.  TTiat  ye  put  offy  concerning  the  former  con^ 
versation^  the  old  man  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful 
lusts.  And  even  godly  men  may  for  a  time  be  blinded  and  de- 
luded by  a  lust,  so  far  as  to  live  in  a  way  which  is  displeasing 
to  God. 

The  lusts  of  men^s  hearts — prejudicing  them  in  favour  of 
sinful  practices,  to  which  those  lusts  tend,  and  in  which  they  de- 
light— stir  up  carnal  reason^  and  put  men,  with  all  the  subtlety 
of  which  they  are  capable,  to  invent  pleas  and  ailments  to 
justify  such  practices.  When  men  are  very  strongly  inclined 
and  tempted  to  any  wicked  practice*  and  conscience  troubles 
them  about  it,  they  will  rack  their  brains  to  6nd  out  arguments 
to  stop  the  mouth  of  conscience,  and  to  make  themselves  be- 
lieve that  they  may  lawfully  proceed  in  that  practice. 

When  men  have  entered  upon  an  ill  practice,  and  proceeded 
in  it,  then  their  self  love  prejudices  them  to  approve  of  it.  Men 
do  not  love  to  condemn  themselves ;  they  are  prejudiced  in  their 
own  favour,  and  in  favourof  whatever  is  found  in  themselves. 
Hence  they  will  find  out  good  names,  by  which  to  call  their  evil 
dispositions  and  practices ;  they  will  make  them  virtuous,  or  at 
least  will  make  them  innocent.  Their  covetousness  they  will 
call  prudence  and  diligence  in  business.  If  they  rejoice  at 
another^s  calamity,  they  pretend  it  is  because  they  hope  it  will  do 
him  good,  and  will  bumble  him.  If  they  indulge  in  excessive 
drinking,  it  is  because  their  constitutions  require  it.  If  they  talk 
against  and  backbite  their  neighbour,  they  call  it  zeal  against 
sin  ;  it  is  because  they  would  bear  a  testimony  against  such 
wickedness.  If  they  set  up  their  wills  to  oppose  others  in  pub- 
lic afiairs,  then  they  call  their  wilfulness  conscience,  or  respect 
to  the  public  good— Thus  they  find  good  names  for  all  their  evil 
ways. 
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Men  are  very  apt  to  bring  their  principles  to  their  | 
ticea.  and  not  their  practices  to  their  principles,  aa  they  o 
to  do.  They,  in  their  practice,  comply  not  with  their  i 
sciences ;  but  all  Iheir  Blrife  is  to  bring  their  consciences  to 
comply  with  iheir  practice- 
On  the  accouDl  of  this  deceilfulness  of  sin,  and  because 
we  have  so  much  sin  dwelling  in  our  hearts,  it  is  a  difBcalt 
thing  to  pass  a  true  judgment  on  our  own  ways  and  practirea. 
On  this  account  we  should  make  diligent  search,  and  he  taucfa 
concerned  to  know  whclht^r  there  be  not  some  wicked  way  in 
UB.  Heb.  ill.  12,  13.  Take  hted.  brtthren,  leal  ihtre  be  in  at^  of 
you  an  evil  heart  o/wUielief  «t  departing  from  the  living  <jW. 
But  exhort  one  anolker  daily,  white  it  is  called  tO'dat/^  Iret  atttf  i(f 
tfou  he  hardened  through  the  deceitfulneea  of  sin. 

Men  can  more  easily  sec  faults  in  others  then  they  caD  itt 
themselves.  When  they  see  others  out  of  the  way,  they  will 
presently  condemn  ihem,  when  perhaps  they  do,  or  have  done 
tlie  same,  or  the  like  themselves,  and  in  themselves  jusliiy  it. 
Men  can  discern  moles  in  others^  eyes,  better  than  they  caa 
beams  in  their  own.  Prov.  xxi.  2,  Every  viay  of  man  i>  nght  m 
his  onin  eyes.  The  heart  in  this  matter  is  exceedingly  deceitfol. 
Jer.  xvii.  9.  The  heart  is  dtctitfvi  above  all  things,  ami  dtsptntt- 
ly  -micked :  Who  can  know  it  ?  We  ou^t  not  therefore  to  tnut 
in  our  own  hearts  in  this  matter,  but  to  keep  a  jealous  eye  on 
ourHelves.  to  pry  into  our  own  hearts  and  ways,  and  to  cry  to  God 
that  he  would  search  us,  Prov,  SKviii.  26.  Ht  that  truittth  his  own 
heart  is  a  fool. 

2.  Satan  also  sets  in  with  our  deceitful  lusts,  and  labonre 
to  blind  us  in  this  matter.  He  is  continually  eudcavuuring  to 
lead  us  into  sinful  ways,  and  sets  in  with  carnal  reason  to  flatter 
us  in  such  ways,  and  to  blind  the  conscience.  He  is  the  prioc« 
of  darkness;  he  labours  to  blind  and  deceive;  it  hath  been  bit 
work  ever  since  he  began  it  with  our  tirst  parents. 

3.  Sometimes  men  are  not  sensible,  because  they  arc 
stvpified  through  custom.  Custom  in  an  evil  practice  thqnfit* 
the  mind,  so  that  it  mikes  any  way  of  sin,  which  at  first  wu 
oilensive  to  conscience,  aAer  a  while,  to  seem  harmless. 

4.  Sometimes  persons  live  in  ways  of  sin,  and  are  not  seo- 
Bible  of  it,  because  they  are  &/ii«Je(i  by  common  cuclom,  ood 
the  examples  of  others.  There  are  so  many  who  go  into  the 
practice,  and  it  is  so  common  a  custom,  that  it  is  esteemed  lilUe 
or  no  discredit  to  a  man  ;  it  is  little  testified  against.  Thu 
causes  somethings  to  appear  innocent,  which  are  »ery  di«ple«»- 
ing  to  God,  and  abominable  in  his  sight.  Perhnps  we  see  them 
practised  by  those  of  whom  we  have  a  high  esteem,  by  our 
superiors,  and  those  who  are  accounted  wise  men.  Thlf 
greatly  preposnesses  the  mind  in  favour  of  them,  and  take*  off 
the  sense  of  their  evil.    Or  if  they  be  observed  to  be  comtnonly 
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practised  by  those  who  are  accounted  godly  men,  men  of  expe- 
rience in  religion,  this  tends  greatly  to  harden  the  heart,  and 
blind  the  mind  with  respect  to  any  evil  practice. 

5.  Persons  are  in  great  danger  of  living  in  ways  of  sin  and 
not  being  sensible  of  it,  for  want  of  duly  regarding  and  consi- 
dering their  duty  in  the  full  extent  of  it.  There  are  some  who 
hear  of  the  necessity  of  reforming  from  all  sins,  and  attending 
all  duties,  and  will  set  themselves  to  perform  some  particular 
duties,  at  the  same  time  neglecting  others.  Perhaps  their 
thoughts  will  be  wholly  taken  up  about  religious  duties,  such  as 
prayer  in  secret,  reading  the  scriptures,  and  other  good  books^ 
going  to  public  worship,  and  giving  diligent  attention,  keeping 
the  Sabbath,  and  serious  mentation.  They  seem  to  regard 
these  things,  as  though  they  comprised  their  duty  in  its  full  ex- 
tent, and  as  if  this  were  their  whole  work  ;  and  moral  duties 
towards  their  neighbours,  their  duties  in  the  relations  in  which 
they  stand,  their  duties  as  husbands  or  wives,  as  brethren  or 
sisters,  or  their  duties  as  neighbours,  seem  not  to  be  considered 
by  them. 

They  consider  not  the  necessity  of  those  things :  and  when 
they  hear  of  earnestly  seeking  salvation  in  a  way  of  diligent  at- 
tendance on  all  duties,  they  seem  to  leave  those  out  of  their 
thoughts,  as  if  they  were  not  meant ;  nor  any  other  duties, 
except  reading  and  praying,  and  keeping  the  Sabbath,  and  the 
like.  Or,  if  they  do  regard  some  parts  of  their  moral  duty,  it 
may  be  other  branches  of  it  are  not  considered.  Thus,  if  they 
be  just  in  their  dealings,  yet,  perhaps,  they  neglect  deeds  of 
charity.  They  know  they  must  not  defraud  their  neighbour ; 
they  must  not  lie  ;  they  must  not  commit  uncleanness  ;  but 
seem  not  to  consider  what  an  evil  it  is  to  talk  against  others 
lightly,  or  to  take  up  a  reproach  against  them,  or  to  contend 
and  quarrel  with  them,  or  to  live  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
gospel  in  their  family  relations,  or  not  to  instruct  their  children 
or  servants. 

Many  men  seem  to  be  very  conscientious  in  some  things, 
in  some  branches  of  their  duty  on  which  they  keep  their  eye, 
when  other  important  branches  are  entirely  neglected,  and  seem 
not  to  be  noticed  by  them.  They  regard  not  their  duty  in  the 
full  extent  of  \U 

m 

SECT.  in. 

What  method  we  ought  to  take^  in  order  to  find  out  w/uther  we 

do  not  live  in  some  nay  of  $in» 

This,  as  hath  been  observed,  is  a  difficult  thing  to  be 
known  ;  but  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much  difficulty,  but  that,  if 
persons  were  sufficiently  concerned  about  it.  and  strict  and 
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ihorougb  ill  inquiring  and  searching,  it  miglit,  tor  the  i  _ 
part,  be  discovered;  men  might  know  whether  (hey  livs>i_ 
any  way  of  sin,  or  not.  Persons  who  are  deeply  concerned  t» 
please  and  obey  God,  need  not,  undrr  ihe  light  we  enjoy,  go  on 
in  the  wajB  of  sin  through  ignorance. 

It  is  true,  that  our  hearts  are  exceedingly  deceitful ;  bat 
(iod,  in  his  holy  word,  hath  given  Itiat  light  with  respect  to  oor 
duty,  which  is  accommodated  to  the  stale  of  darkness  in  nhicb 
we  are.  So  that,  by  thorough  care  and  inquiry,  we  may  know 
our  duty,  and  know  whether  or  no  we  live  in  any  sinful  way. 
And  every  one  who  hath  any  true  love  to  God  and  his  duty^ 
vriil  be  glad  of  assistance  in  this  inquiry.  It  is  with  such  per- 
sons a  concern  which  lies  with  much  weight  upon  their  spirita, 
in  all  things  to  walk  as  God  would  have  themt  and  so  as  to  plensc 
und  honour  him.  If  they  live  in  any  way  which  is  offensive  (O 
God,  they  will  be  glad  to  know  it,  and  do  by  no  means  choose 
10  hfivc  it  concealed  from  them. 

All  those,  also,  who,  in  good  earnest,  make  the  inquiry, 
JVliat  shall  I  do  lo  be  saved  ?  will  be  glad  to  know  whether 
Iheydonot  live  in  some  sinful  way  of  behaviour.  For,  if  tbey 
lite  in  any  such  way,  it  is  a  great  disadvantage  to  them  with  re- 
spect to  that  great  concern.  It  behoves  every  one  who  is  seek- 
ing  salvation,  to  know  and  avoid  every  sinfnl  way  in  which  be 
lives.  The  means  by  which  we  must  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  this,  are  two  ;  viz.  the  knowledge  of  the  rule,  and  the  ktioW' 
ledge  of  ourselves. 

ls(.  If  we  would  know  whether  we  do  not  live  in  sone 
.  way  of  sin,  we  should  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  be  tbo- 
roughly  aeqtiaintetl  tcUk  the  mh. — God  hath  given  us  a  true 
and  perfect  rule  by  which  we  ought  to  walk.  And  that  we 
might  be  able,  notwithstanding  our  darkneris,  and  the  dissdvio- 
tages  which  attend  ub,  to  know  onr  duty  ;  he  hath  lutd  Ihe  rule 
before  us  abundantly.  What  a  full  and  abundant  revelation  of 
the  mind  of  God  have  we  in  Ihe  scriptures !  And  how  plain  is 
it  in  what  relates  to  practice  !  How  often  are  rules  repealed! 
in  how  many  various  forms  are  they  revealed,  that  wo  ought 
the  more  fully  understand  them  ! 

Bui  to  what  purpose  will  all  thisi  care  of  God  to  inrumi  as 
be,  if  we  neglect  the  rtvelalion  which  God  hath  mad*  of  his 
mind,  and  lake  no  care  to  betome  ncquainled  with  it  t  It  is 
impossible  that  we  should  know  whether  we  do  not  live  in  a  way 
I  of  sin,  unless  we  know  the  rule  by  whirh  we  arc  to  walk.  The 
'  sinfuhieaa  of  any  way  consists  in  its  disagreement  from  the  nile; 
and  we  cannoi  know  whelher  it  agree  wtlh  the  rule  or  not,  on- 
leas  we  be  acquainted  with  the  rule.  Horn.  iii.  -JO.  %  Iht  taw 
;,  thf  knoKl'dgt  of  tin. 

Therefore,  lest  we  go  in  ways  displeasing  toGod.  we  oogbl 
with  the  greatest  diligence  to  study  the  rules  which  God  baUi 
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given  us.  We  ought  to  read  and  search  the  Holy  Scriptures 
much,  and  do  it  with  the  design  to  know  the  whole  of  our  duty, 
and  in  order  that  Ihe  word  of  God  may  be  a  lamp  unto  our 
feet  and  a  light  unto  our  paths*  Psal.  cxix.  105.  Everyone 
ought  to  strive  to  get  ktiowledge  in  divine*  things,  and  to  grow 
in  such  knowledge,  to  the  end  that  he  may  know  his  duty,  and 
know  what  God  would  have  him  to  do. 

These  things  heingso,  are  not  the  greater  part  of  men  very 
much  to  blame  in  that  they  take  no  more  pains  or  care  to  ac- 
quire the  knowledge  of  divine  things?  in  that  they  no  more 
study  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  other  books  which  might  inform 
them  1  as  if  it  were  the  work  of  ministers  only,  to  take  pains  to 
acquire  this  knowledge..  But  why  is  it  so  much  a  minister's 
work  to  strive  after  knowledge,  unless  it  be,  that  others  may 
acquire  knowledge  by  him  ? — Will  not  many  be  found  inexcusa- 
ble in  the  sinful  ways  in  which  they  live  through  ignorance  and 
mistake,  because  their  ignorance  is  a  wilful,  allowed  ignorance  ? 
They  are  ignorant  of  their  duty,  but  it  is  their  own  fault  the} 
are  so ;  they  have  advantages  enough  to  know,  and  may  know 
it  if  they  will :  but  they  take  pains  to  acquire  knowledge, 
and  to  be  well  skilled  in  their  outward  affairs,  upon  which  their 
temporal  interest  depends ;  but  will  not  take  pains  to  know 
their  duty. 

We  ought  to  take  great  pains  to  be  well  informed,  espe* 
cially  in  those  things  which  immediately  concern  us,  or  which 
relate  to  our  particular  cases. 

2c{/y,  The  other  mean  is  the  knowledge  of  ourselves^  as 
subject  to  the  rule. — If  we  would  know  whether  we  do  not  live 
in  some  way  of  sin,  we  should  take  the  utmost  care  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  ourselves,  as  well  as  with  the  rule,  that  wc 
may  be  able  to  compare  ourselves  with  the  rule.  When  we 
have  found  what  the  rule  is,  then  we  should  be  strict  in  exa- 
mining ourselves,  whether  or  no  we  be  conformed  to  the  rule. 
This  is  the  direct  way  in  which  our  characters  are  to  be  disco<- 
vered.  It  is  one  thing  wherein  man  differs  from  brute  crea^ 
tures,  that  he  is  capable  of  self-reflection,  or  of  reflecting  upon 
his  own  actions,  and  what  passes  in  his  own  mind,  and  consi- 
dering the  nature  and  quality  of  them.  And  doubtless  it  was 
partly  for  this  end  that  God  gave  us  this  power,  which  is  denied 
to  other  creatures,  that  we  might  know  ourselves,  and  consider 
our  own  ways. 

We  should  examine  our  hearts  and  ways,  until  we  have 
satisfactorily  discovered  either  their  agreement  or  disagree- 
ment with  the  rule*}  of  scripture.  This  is  a  matter  that  re- 
quires the  utmost  diligence,  lest  we  overlook  our  own  irregula- 
rities, lest  some  evil  way  in  us  should  lie  hid  under  disguise, 
and  pass  unobserved.     One  would  think  we  are  under  greater 


#_• 


p 


udvnnlages  lu  be  acquainlcd  with  ourBelvey,  Ihan  n-ith  imv 
thJDg  else  ;  lor  we  arc  always  present  with  ouraelves,  and  have 
an  immediate  consciousness  of  our  own  acltona;  all  that  pus- 
eth  in  us,  or  is  done  by  us,  is  immediately  under  our  eye.  Vet 
really  in  some  respects  the  knowledge  of  nothing  is  so  difficult 
to  be  obtained,  as  the  knowledge  of  ourselves.  We  sboold 
Iberefore  use  great  diligence  in  prying  into  Ihe  secreis  of  our 
hearts,  and  in  examining  all  our  ivays  and  practices.  That  you 
may  the  more  successfully  use  those  means  to  know  whether 
you  do  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin  ;  be  advised, 

1.  Evermore  to  join  self-rejteclion  with  reading  and  hear- 
ing the  word  of  God.  When  you  read  or  hear,  reflect  oo 
yourselves  as  you  go  along,  comparing  yourselves  and  your  own 
ways  with  what  you  read  or  hear.  Reflect  and  consider  what 
agreement  or  disagreement  there  is  between  the  word  and  yoBt 
ways.  The  Scriptures  testify  against  all  manner  of  sin,  and 
contain  directions  for  every  duty;  as  the  aposlte  saith,  3  Tim. 
iri.  16.  ^nd  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  far  corrtc- 
iion,  for  instrtiction  in  righteousntsn.  Therefore  when  you 
there  read  the  rules  given  us  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  reflect 
and  consider,  each  one  of  you  with  himself.  Do  I  live  ac- 
cording to  this  rule?     Ordollive  in  any  respect  contrary  to  it- 

When  you  read  in  the  historical  parts  of  Scripture  an  »c- 
count  of  the  sins  of  which  others  have  been  guilty,  reflect  on 
yourselves  as  you  go  along,  and  inquire  whether  you  do  not  in 
some  degree  live  in  the  same  or  like  practices.  When  you 
there  read  accounts  how  God  reproved  the  sins  of  other*,  and 
executed  judgments  upon  them  for  their  sins,  examine  whether 
jou  be  not  guilty  of  things  of  the  same  nature.  When  yoo 
read  the  examples  of  Christ,  and  of  the  saints  recorded  in 
scripture,  inquire  whether  you  do  not  live  in  ways  contrary  to 
those  examples.  When  you  read  there  how  God  commended 
and  rewarded  any  persons  for  their  virtues  and  good  deeds,  in- 
qittre  whether  you  perform  those  duties  for  which  they  were 
commended  and  rewarded,  or  whether  you  do  not  hve  in  the 
contrary  sins  or  vices.  Let  me  further  direct  you,  particolarly 
to  read  the  scriptures  to  these  ends,  that  you  may  compare  and 
rxaminc  yourselves  in  the  manner  now  mentioned. 

So  if  you  would  know  whether  you  do  not  live  in  lomc  way 
of  sin,  whenever  you  hear  any  sin  testified  against,  or  any  duly 
urged,  in  the  preaching  of  the  word,  be  careful  to  look  back 
upon  yourselves,  to  compare  yourselves  and  your  own  ways 
with  what  you  hear,  and  strictly  examine  yourselves,  whether 
you  live  in  this  or  the  other  sinful  way  which  you  hear  testified 
against:  and  whether  you  do  this  duty  which  you  hear  urged. 
Make  use  of  the  word  as  a  glass,  wherein  you  may  behold  your- 
sflvcs. 
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How  few  arc  there  who  do  this  as  they  ought  to  do  !  who, 
while  the  minister  is  testifying  against  sin^  are  bus}  with  them- 
selves in  examining  their  own  hearts  and  ways  !  The  generality 
rather  think  of  others,  how  this  or  that  person  lives  in  a  manner 
contrary  to  what  is  preached ;  so  that  there  may  be  hundreds  of 
things  delivered  in  the  preaching  of  the  word,  which  properly 
belong  to  them,  and  are  well  suited  to  their  cases  ;  yet  it  never 
so  much  as  comes  into  their  minds,  that  what  is  delivered  any 
way  concerns  them.  Their  minds  readily  fix  upon  others,  and 
they  can  charge  them,  but  never  think  whether  or  no  they  them- 
selves be  the  persons. 

2.  If  you  live  in  any  ways  which  are  generally  condemned 
by  the  better^  and  more  sober  sort  ofmen^  be  especially  careful 
to  inquire  concerning  these,  whether  they  be  not  ways  of  sin. 
Perhaps  you  have  argued  with  yourselves,  that  such  or  such  a 
practice  is  lawful ;  you  cannot  see  any  evil  in  it.  However,  if 
it  be  generally  condemned  by  godly  ministers,  and  the  better 
and  more  pious  sort  of  people,  it  certainly  looks  suspicious, 
whether  or  no  there  be  not  some  evil  in  it ;  so  that  you  may  well 
be  put  upon  inquiring  with  the  utmost  strictness,  whether  it  be 
not  sinful.  The  practice  being  so  generally  disapproved  of  by 
those  who  in  such  cases  are  most  likely  to  be  in  the  right,  may 
reasonably  put  you  upon  more  than  ordinarily  nice  and  diligent 
inquiry  concerning  the  lawfulness  or  unlawfulness  of  it. 

3.  Examine  yourselves,  whether  all  the  ways  in  which  you 
live  are  likely  to  be  pleasant  to  think  of  upon  a  death-bed^  Per- 
sons often  in  health  allow  and  plead  for  those  things  which  they 
would  not  dare  to  do,  if  they  looked  upon  themselves  as  shortly 
about  to  go  out  of  the  world.  They  in  a  great  measure  still 
their  consciences,  as  to  ways  in  which  they  walk,  and  keep  them 
pretty  easy,  while  death  is  thought  of  as  at  a  dihtance  :  yet  re- 
flections on  these  same  ways  are  very  uncomfortable  when  they 
are  going  out  of  the  world.  Conscience  is  not  so  easily  blinded 
and  muffled  then  as  at  other  times. 

Consider  therefore,  and  inquire  diligently,  whether  or  no 
you  do  not  live  in  some  practice  or  other,  as  to  the  lawfulness 
of  which,  when  it  shall  come  into  your  minds  upon  your  death- 
bed, you  will  choose  to  have  some  farther  satisfaction,  and  some 
better  argument  than  you  now  have,  to  prove  that  it  is  not  sin- 
ful, in  order  to  your  beint;  easy  about  it.  Think  over  your  par- 
ticular ways,  and  try  yourselves,  with  the  awful  expectation  of 
soon  going  out  of  the  world  into  eternity  ;  and  earnestly  endea- 
vour impartially  to  judge  what  ways  you  will  on  a  death-bed 
approve  of  and  rejoice  in,  and  what  you  will  disapprove  of,  and 
wish  you  bad  let  alone. 

4.  Be  advised  to  consider  what  others  say  ofyou^  and  im- 
prove it  to  this  end,  to  know  whether  you  do  not  live  in  some 
way  of  sin.     Although  men  are  blind  to  their  own  faults,  yot 
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they  easily  discover  the  faults  of  others,  and  are  apt  enough  to 
speak  of  them.  Sometimes  persons  live  in  ways  which  do  not 
at  all  become  them,  yet  are  blind  to  it  themselves,  not  seeing  the 
deformity  of  their  own  ways,  while  it  is  most  plain  and  evident 
to  others.  They  themselves  cannot  see  it,  yet  others  canDot 
shut  their  eyes  against  it,  cannot  avoid  seeing  it. 

For  instance.  Some  persons  are  of  a  \eryprottd  behaviour, 
and  are  not  sensible  of  it ;  but  it  appears  notorious  to  others. 
Some  are  of  a  very  worldly  spirit ;  they  are  set  after  the  world, 
so  as  to  be  noted  for  it,  so  as  to  have  a  name  for  it ;  yet  they 
seem  not  to  be  sen-^ible  of  it  themselves.  Some  are  of  a  very 
malicious  and  envious  spirit ;  and  others  see  it,  and  to  them  it  ap* 
pears  very  hateful;  yet  they  themselves  do  not  reflect  upon  it. 
Therefore  since  there  is  no  trusting  to  our  own  hearts  and  our 
own  eyes  in  such  ca^es,  we  should  make  our  improvement  of  what 
others  say  of  us,  observe  what  they  cha  ge  us  with,  and  what 
fault  they  find  with  us,  and  strictly  examine  whether  there  be 
not  foundation  for  it. 

If  others  charge  us  with  being  proud ;  or  worldly,  close, 
and  niggardly  ;  or  spiteful  and  malicious ;  or  with  any  other  ill 
temper  or  practice  ;  we  should  improve  it  in  self- reflection,  to 
inquire  whether  it  be  not  so.  And  though  the  imputation  onay 
seem  to  us  to  be  very  groundless,  and  we  think  that  they,  in 
charging  us  so  and  so,  are  influenced  by  no  good  spirit ;  yet  if  we 
act  prudently,  we  shall  lake  so  much  notice  of  it  as  to  make  it 
an  occasion  of  examining  ourselves. 

Thus  we  should  improve  what  our  friends  say  to  us  and  of 
us,  when  they  from  friendship  tell  us  of  any  thing  which  they 
observe  amiss  in  us.  It  is  most  im|>r;jdent,  as  well  as  most  un- 
christian, to  take  it  ami-^s,  and  resent  it,  when  we  are  thus  told 
of  our  faults;  we  should  rather  rejoice  iu  it,  that  we  are  shown 
our  spots.  Th'is  also  we  should  improve  what  our  enemies  say 
of  us.  If  they  from  an  ill  spirit  reproach  and  revile  us  to  our 
faces,  we  should  consider  it,  so  far  as  to  reflect  inward  upon  our- 
selves, and  inquire  whether  it  be  not  so,  as  they  charge  us.  For 
though  what  is  said,  be  said  in  a  reproachful,  reviling  manner ; 
yet  there  may  be  too  much  truth  in  it.  When  men  revile  others, 
even  from  an  ill  spirit  towards  them,  yet  they  are  likely  to  fix 
upon  real  faults ;  they  are  likely  to  fall  upon  us  where  we  are 
weakest  and  most  defective,  and  where  we  have  given  them  most 
occasion.  An  enemy  will  soonest  attack  us  where  we  can  least 
defend  ourselves ;  and  a  man  that  reviles  us,  thouii;h  he  do  it  from 
an  unchristian  spirit,  and  in  an  unchristian  manner,  yet  will  be 
mo'Jt  likely  to  speak  of  that  for  which  we  are  really  most  to 
blame,  and  are  mo-»t  blamed  b\  others. 

So  when  wc  hear  of  others  talking  against  us  behind  our 
backs,  though  they  do  very  ill  in  so  doing,  yet  the  right  improve- 
ment of  it  will  be,  to  reflect  upon  ourselves^  and  consider  who- 
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ther  we  indeed  have  not  those  faults  which  they  lay  to  our  charge. 
This  will  -be  a  more  Christian  and  a  more  wise  improvement  of 
it,  than  to  be  in  a  rage,  to  revile  again,  and  to  entertain  an  iU 
will  towards  them  for  their  evil-speaking-  This  is  t  .e  most  wise 
and  prudent  improvement  of  such  things.  Hereby  we  may  get 
good  out  of  evil ;  and  this  is  the  surest  way  to  defe  t  the  designs 
of  our  enemies  in  reviling  and  backbiting  us.  They  do  it  from 
ill  will,  and  to  do  us  an  injury  ;  but  in  this  way  we  may  turn  it  to 
our  own  good. 

5.  Be  advised,  when  you  see  others^  faults^  to  examine  whe- 
ther there  be  not  the  same  in  yourselves.  This  is  not  done  by 
many,  as  is  evident  from  this,  that  they  are  so  ready  to  speak  of 
others*  faults  and  aggravate  them,  when  they  have  the  very  same 
themselves.  Thus,  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  proud  men 
to  accuse  others  of  pride,«and  to  declaim  against  them  upon  that 
account.  So  it  is  common  for  dishonest  m^n  to  complain  of 
being  wronged  by  others.  When  a  person  seeth  ill  dispositions 
and  practices  in  others,  he  is  not  under  the  same  disadvantage 
in  seeing  their  odiousness  and  deformity,  as  when  he  looks  upon 
any  ill  disposition  or  practice  in  himself.  He  can  see  how  odious 
these  and  those  things  are  in  others  ;  he  can  easily  see  what  a 
hateful  thing  pride  is  in  another;  and  so  of  malice,  and  other 
evil  dispositions  or  practices.  In  others  he  can  easily  see  their 
deformity ;  for  he  doth  not  look  through  such  a  deceitful  glass* 
as  when  he  sees  the  same  things  in  himself. 

Therefore,  when  you  see  others'  faults  ;  when  you  take  no- 
tice how  such  an  one  acts  amiss,  what  an  ill  spirit  he  shows,  and 
bow  unsuitable  his  behaviour  is;  when  you  hear  others  speak  of 
it,  and  when  you  yourselves  find  fault  with  others  in  their  deal- 
ings with  you,  or  in  things  wherein  you  are  any  way  concerned 
with  them  ;  then  reflect,  and  consider,  whether  there  be  nothing 
of  the  same  nature  in  yourselves.  Consider  that  these  things, 
are  just  as  deformed  and  hateful  in  you  as  they  are  in  others.. 
Pride,  a  haughty  spirit  and  carnage,  areas  odious  in  you  dm  thev 
are  in  your  neighbour.  Your  malicious  and  revengeful  spint 
towards  your  neighbour,  is  just  as  hateful  as  a  malicious  and  re- 
vengeful spirit  in  him  towards  you.  It  is  as  unreasonable  for 
you  to  wrong,  and  to  be  dishonest  with  your  neighbour,  as  it  i^ 
for  him  to  wrong,  and  be  dishonest  with  you.  It  is  as  injurious 
and  unchristian  for  you  to  talk  against  others  behind  their  backs, 
as  it  is  for  others  to  do  the  same  with  respect  to  you. 

6.  Consider  the  ways  in  which  others  are  blinded  as  to  the 
sins  in  which  they  live^  and  strictly  inquire  whether  you  be  not 
blinded  in  the  same  ways.  You  are  sensible  that  others  are 
blinded  by  their  lusts  ;  consider  whether  the  prevalence  of  some 
carnal  appetite  or  lust  of  the  mind  have  not  blinded  yoa.  you 
see  how  others  are  blinded  by  their  temporal  interest ;  inquire 
whether  your  temporal  interests  do  not  blind  you  also  in  some 
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tbiogs,  SO  as  lo  make  you  allow  yourselves  in  Ibiop  whid 
not  right.     Vou  are  as  liable  to  be  blinded  Ihrougn  incliaaQ,, 
and  interest,  and  have  the  same  deceitful  and  wicked  hearts  aa 
other  men  :  Prov.  xxvii.  1 9.  Jls  in  mater  face  anszoeret/i  lo/a^tj 
go  the  heart  of  man  lo  man. 

SECT.  IV. 

Particular   suhjecls    of    Self-examination — The    Lord^s   < 
God's  hmue. 

I  deaire  all  those  would  etrictly  examine  Ihemeelves  in  the 
following  particulars,  who  are  concerned  not  to  live  in  any 
way  of  ajn,  as  I  hope  there  are  a  considerable  ntinnber  of  such 
now  present;  and  this  certainly  will  be  the  case  with  all  who 
are  godly,  and  alt  who  are  duly  concerned  for  their  own  salva- 
tion. 

I.  Es^mine  yourselves  with  respect  to  the  Saliliath-day, 
whether  y  on  do  not  live  in  some  way  of  breaking  or  profaning 
God's  holy  Sabbath.  Do  you  strictly  in  all  things  keep  this 
day,  as  sacred  to  God,  in  governing  your  thoughts,  word*,  and 
actions,  as  the  word  of  God  requires  on  this  holy  day  ?  Inquire 
whether  you  do  not  only  fail  in  particulars,  but  whether  you  do 
not  live  in  some  mai/  whereby  this  day  is  profaned;  and  parti- 
cularly inquire  concerning  three  things. 

(I.)  Whether  it  be  not  a  frequent  thing  with  you  to  en- 
croach upon  the  Sabbath  at  itt  beginning  *  and  after  the  Sab- 
bath is  begun,  to  be  out  at  your  work,  or  following  that  woi4dI» 
business  which  is  proper  to  be  done  only  in  our  own  time*  If 
this  be  a  thing  in  which  you  allow  yourselves,  you  live  in  a  way 
of  sin  ;  for  it  is  a  thing  which  can  by  no  means  be  justified. — 
You  have  no  more  warrant  to  be  out  with  your  team,  or  to  be 
cutting  wood,  or  doing  any  other  worldly  business,  immediately 
alter  the  Sabbath  is  begun,  than  you  have  lo  do  it  iu  the  middle 
of  the  day.  The  time  is  as  holy  near  the  beginning  of  the 
Sabbath  as  it  is  in  the  middle ;  it  is  the  whole  that  we  arc  to 
rest,  and  to  keep  holy,  and  devote  to  God ;  we  have  DO  licence 
to  take  any  part  of  it  to  ourselves. 

When  men  often  thus  encroach  upon  the  Sabbath,  it  cannot 
be  from  any  necessity  which  can  justify  them  :  it  can  only  be 
for  want  of  due  care,  and  due  regard  to  holy  lime.  They  cao, 
wi^  due  care,  get  their  work  finished,  so  that  they  can  Icavd  it 
by  a  certain  hour-  This  is  evident,  for  when  they  arc  under  a 
natural  necessity  of  fiuishing  their  work  by  a  certain  time,  then 

*  ll  may  b«  iiccaiury  hero  tc 
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they  do  take  that  care  as  to  have  done  before  that  time  comes : 
As,  for  instance,  when  they  are  aware  that  at  such  a  time  it  will 
be  dark,  and  they  will  not  be  able  to  follow  their  work  any 
longer,  bu.  will  be  under  a  natural  necessity  of  leaving  off; 
why,  then,  they  will  and  do  take  care  ordinarily  to  have  finished 
their  work  before  that  time;  and  this,  although  the  darkness 
sometimes  begins  sooner,  and  sometimes  later. 

This  show,  that,  with  due  care,  men  can,  ordinarily,  have 
done  their  work  by  a  limited  time.  If  proper  care  will  finish 
their  work  by  a  liifiitcd  time  when  they  are  under  a  natural 
necessity  of  it,  the  same  care  would  as  well  finish  it  by  a  cer- 
tain time  when  we  are  only  under  a  moral  necessity.  If  men 
knew  that  as  soon  as  ever  the  Sabbath  should  begiu^  it  would  be 
perfectly  dark,  so  that  they  would  be  under  a  natural  necessity 
of  leaving  off  their  work  abroad  by  that  time,  then  we  should 
see  that  they  would  generally  have  their  work  done  before  the 
time.  This  shows,  that  it  is  only  for  want  of  care,  and  of  regard 
to  the  holy  command  of  God,  that  men  so  frequently  have  some 
of  their  work  abroad  to  do  after  the  Sabbath  is  begun. 

Nehemiah  took  great  care  that  no  burden  should  be  borne 
after  the  beginning  of  the  Sabbath,  Nehem.  xiii.  19.  And  it 
came  to  pass^  that  zohn  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  began  to  be  dark 
before  the  Sabbaths  i.  e.  began  to  be  darkened  by  the  shade  of 
the  mountains  before  sun-set,  /  commanded  that  the  gates  should 
be  shut^  and  charged  that  they  should  not  be  opened  till  after  the 
Sabbath  ;  and  some  of  my  servants  set  I  at  the  gates^  that  there 
should  be  no  burden  brought  in  on  the  Sabbath-day* 

(2.)  Examine  whether  it  be  not  your  manner  to  talk  on  the 
Sabbath  of  things  unsuitable  for  holy  time.  If  you  do  not  move 
such  talk  yourselves,  yet  when  you  fall  into  company  that  sets 
you  the  example,  are  you  not  ^ont  to  join  in  divertmg  talk,  or 
in  talk  of  worldly  affairs,  quite  wide  from  any  relation  to  the 
business  of  the  day  ?  There  is  as  much  reason  that  you  should 
keep  the  Sabbath  holy  with  your  tongues,  as  with  your  hands. 
If  it  be  unsuitable  for  you  to  employ  your  hands  about  common 
and  worldly  things,  why  is  it  not  as  unsuitable  for  you  to  employ 
your  tongues  about  them  ? 

(3.)  Inquire  whether  it  be  not  your  manner  to  Mter  away 
the  time  of  the  Sabbath,  and  to  spend  it  in  a  great  measure  in 
idleness,  in  doing  nothing.  Do  you  not  spend  more  time  on 
Sabbath-day,  than  on  otl^r  days,  on  your  beds,  or  otherwise 
idling  away  the  time,  not  improving  it  as  a  "precious  opportuni- 
ty of  seeking  God,  and  your  own  salvation  ? 

^2.  Examine  yourselves,  whether  you  do  not  live  in  some 
way  of  sin,  with  respect  to  the  institutions  of  God's  house*  Here 
I  shall  mention  several  instances. 

(1.)  Do  you  not  wholly  neglect  some  of  those  institution^^ 
as  particularly  the  sacrament  of  the  Lories  Supper  ?  'Perbap? 
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you  pretend  scruples  of  conscience,  that  jou  are  not  I    

come  to  that  ordinance,  and  qiieatioii  wheiticr  you  be  con* 
mdcd  to  conQc.  But  are  your  scru]ile»  llie  result  of  a  E^rioits 
careful  inquiry  ?  Are  they  not  ralhera  cloak  for  your  own 
negligence,  indolence,  and  thougliLlessnc^s  cuncerniag  your 
duty?  Arc  you  satiBlied,  have  you  thoroughly  inquired  anii 
looked  into  this  matter  ?  If  not,  do  you  not  live  in  sin,  in  Ibat 
you  do  not  more  thoroughly  inquire?  Are  you  excusable  in 
nei^lccling  a  positive  ingtitution,  when  you  are  scrupulous  about 
your  duty,  and  yet  do  not  rhorougbly  inquire  nhat  it  is  ? 

But  be  it  so,  that  you  are  vnprep/irtd;  is  not  this  your 
own  sin,  your  own  fault  ?  and  can  sin  excuse  you  from  attend- 
ing on  a  positive  institution  of  Christ  t  When  persons  are  like 
to  have  children  to  be  baptised,  they  can  be  convinced  that  it 
Is  their  duty  to  come.  If  it  be  only  conscience  that  detained 
tbem,  why  doth  it  not  detain  Ihem  as  well  now  as  heretofore  ? 
or,  if  they  now  be  more  thorough  in  their  inquiries  concerning 
their  duty,  ought  they  not  to  have  been  thorough  in  their  in- 
quiries before  as  well  as  now  ? 

(2.)  Do  you  not  live  in  sin,  in  living  in  the  neglect  of 
singing  God's  praises?  !f  singing  praise  to  God,  be  an  ordi- 
nance of  God's  public  worship,  as  doubtless  it  is,  then  it  ought 
to  be  performed  by  the  whole  worshipping  assembly.  If  it  b«  a 
command  that  we  should  worship  God  in  this  way.  then  all 
ought  to  obey  this  command,  not  only  by  joining  with  olhera 
in  singing,  but  in  singing  themselves.  For  if  we  suppose  it  an- 
swers the  command  of  God  for  us  only  to  join  in  our  hearts 
with  others,  it  will  run  us  into  Ibis  absurdity,  ihat  all  may  do 
so ;  and  then  there  would  be  none  to  sing,  none  for  others  lo 
join  with. 

If  it  be  an  appointment  of  God.  ihat  Christian  congrega- 
tions should  sing  praises  to  him,  ihcn,  doubtless,  it  is  the  duty 
of  all;  if  there  be  no  exception  in  the  rule,  then  all  ought  lo 
comply  with  it,  unless  they  be  incapable  of  it,  or  iinleaB  it 
would  be  an  hinderancc  to  the  other  work  of  God's  house,  aa 
the  case  may  be  with  ministers,  who,  sometimes,  may  be  io 
great  need  of  that  respite  and  intermission  aj^er  public  prayers, 
to  recover  their  breath  and  strength,  so  thai  they  may  be  fit  lo 
speak  the  word.  But  if  persons  be  now  not  capable,  because 
they  know  not  how  to  sing,  that  doth  not  excuse  them,  unlets 
they  have  been  incapable  of  learning.  As  it  is  the  command 
of  God,  thai  all  should  sing,  so  all  should  make  conscience  of 
learning  to  sing,  as  it  is  a  thing  which  cannot  be  decently  per- 
formed at  all  without  learning.  Those,  therefore,  who  neglect 
to  learn  to  sing,  live  in  sin,  as  they  neglect  what  is  necessarr  in 
order  to  their  attending  one  of  the  ordinances  of  God's  worsliip. 
Not  only  should  persons  make  conscience  of  learning  to  a 
themselves,  but  parents  should  conscientiously  see  (o  it,' 
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their  children  are  taught  this  among  other  things,  as  their  edu- 
cation and  instruction  belongs  to  them. 

(3.)  Are  you  not  guilty  of  allowing  yourselves  in  sin,  in 
neglecting  to  do  your  part  to  wards'  the  removal  of  scandals  from 
among  us  ?  All  persons  that  are  in  the  church,  and  the  child- 
ren of  the  church,  are  under  the  watch  of  the  church ;  and  it 
is  one  of  those  duties  to  which  we  are  bound  by  the  covenant 
which  we  either  actually  or  virtually  make,  in  uniting  ourselves 
to  a  particular  church,  that  we  will  watch  over  our  brethren, 
and  do  our  part  to  uphold  the  ordinances  of  God  in  their  purity. 
This  is  the  end  of  the  institution  of  particular  churches,  viz. 
the  maintaining  of  the  ordinances  of  divine  worship  there,  in 
the  manner  which  God  hath  appointed. 

E]Lamine  whether  you  have  not  allowed  yourselves  in  sin 
with  respect  to  this  matter,  through  fear  of  offending  your 
neighbours.  Have  you  not  allowedly  neglected  the  proper 
steps  for  removing  scandals,  when  you  have  seen  them  ;  the 
steps  of  reproving  them  privately,  where  the  case  would  allow 
of  it,  and  of  telling  them  to  the  church,  where  the  case  re- 
quired it  ?  Instead  of  watching  over  your  brother,  have  you 
not  rather  hid  yourselves,  that  ye  might  not  be  witnesses  against 
him  ?  and  when  you  have  seen  scandal  in  him,  have  you  not 
avoided  the  taking  of  proper  steps  according  to  the  case  ? 

(4.)  Art  not  thou  one  whose  manner  it  is,  to  come  late  to 
the  public  worship  of  God^  and  especially  in  reinter,  when  the 
weather  is  cold  ?  and  dost  thou  not  live  in  sin  in  so  doing  ? 
Consider  whether  it  be  a  way  which  can  be  justified ;  whether 
it  be  a  practice  which  doth  honour  to  God  and  religion  ;  whe- 
ther it  have  not  the  appearance  of  setting  light  by  the  public 
worship  and  ordinances  of  God's  house.  Doth  it  not  show, 
that  thou  dost  not  prize  such  opportunities,  and  that  thou  art 
willing  to  have  as  little  of  them  as  thou  canst  ?  Is  it  not  a 
disorderly  practice?  and  if  all  should  do  as  thou  dost,  what 
confusion  would  it  occasion  ? 

(5.)  Art  thou  not  one  whose  manner  it  commonly  is  to 
sleep  in  the  time  of  public  service  ?  and  is  not  this  to  live  in  a 
way  of  sin  X  Consider  the  matter  rationally  ;  is  it  a  thing  to  be 
justified,  for  thee  to  lay  thyself  down  to  sleep,  while  thou  art 
present  in  the  time  of  divine  service,  and  pretendest  to  be  one  of 
the  worshipping  assembly,  and  to  be  hearing  a  message  from 
God  ?  Would  it  not  be  looked  upon  as  an  high  affront,  an  odi* 
ous  behaviour,  if  thou  shouldst  do  so  in  the  presence  of  a  king, 
while  a  message  was  delivering  to  thee,  in  his  name,  by  one  of 
his  servants  7  Canst  thou  put  a  greater  contempt  on  the  mes- 
sage which  the  King  of  kings  sendeth  to  thee,  concerning  things 
of  the  greatest  importance,  than  from  time  to  time  to  lay  thyself 
down,  and  compose  thyself  to  sleep,  while  the  messenger  is  de- 
livering his  message  to  thee  ? 


{&.)  Art  Uioti  nnt  one  who  is  not  careful  to  kttp  Aw  J_ 

inttnt  apon  what  is  said  and  done  in  public  worship?     Doatti 

■  not,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  solemn  acts  of  worship,  saSer  Ihy 

thoughts  to  rove  after  worldly  objects,  worldly  cares  and  i 

cerng,  or  perhaps  the  objects  of  thy  wicked  liiets  and  de<' 

i  dost  thou  not  herein  live  in  a  way  of  sin  ^ 
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!  shall  now  propose  to  you  to  examine  yourseUest  wheltie^ 
you  do  not  live  iivsome  secret  sin  ;  whether  you  do  not  tire  in 
the  neglect  of  some  secret  duty,  or  secretly  live  in  Miine  prac- 
tice which  is  offensive  to  the  pure  and  all-seeing  eye  of  God. 
Here  you  should  examine  yourselves  concerning  all  secret  du- 
ties, as  reading,  meditation,  secret  prayer ;  whether  you  attend 
those  at  all,  or  if  you  do,  whether  you  do  not  attend  ihetn  in  en 
unsteady  and  careless  manner.  You  should  also  examine  your- 
eelves  concerning  all  secret  sins.  Strictly  inquire  what  your 
behaviour  is,  when  you  are  hid  from  the  eye  of  the  world,  when 
you  are  under  no  other  restraints  than  those  of  conscience,  wbcii 
you  arc  not  afraid  of  the  eye  of  man,  and  have  nothing  to  fear 
but  the  all-seeing  eye  of  God. — Here,  among  many  other  things 
which  might  be  mentioned,  I  shall  particularly  mention  two. 

(1.)  Inquire  whether  you  do  not  live  in  the  neglect  of  the 
duty  of  reading  iht  holy  scriplurn.  The  holy  scriptures  were 
surely  written  to  be  read  ;  and  unless  we  be  Popish  in  our  prin- 
ciples, we  shall  maintain,  that  they  were  not  only  given  to  be 
read  by  ministers,  but  by  the  people  loo.  ft  dolh  not  answer 
the  design  for  which  thej  were  given,  that  we  have  once  read 
them,  and  that  we  once  in  a  great  while  read  something  in  then. 
They  were  given  to  be  always  with  us,  to  be  conltnually  con- 
verged with,  as  a  rule  of  life.  As  the  artificer  must  always  have 
his  rule  with  him  in  his  work;  and  the  blind  man  that  walks 
must  always  have  his  guide  by  him  ;  and  he  that  walks  in  dark- 
ness must  have  his  light  wilh  him  ;  so  the  scriptures  were  given 
to  be  a  lamp  to  onr/eel,  and  a  light  to  our  path. 

That  we  may  continually  use  the  scriptures  as  our  m\e  of 
life,  we  should  make  them  our  daily  companion,  and  keep  (hi-m 
with  us  continually ;  Josh.  i.  8.  This  book  of  the  hm  shaU  not 
depart  out  of  thj  movlk,  but  thou  shalt  miditate  ihtrtm  day  and 
night.  Sec  also  Deut.  vi.  G — 9.  So  Christ  commands  na  Id 
search  the  scriptures.  John  v.  39.  These  arc  the  mines  wherein 
we  arc  to  dig  for  wisdom  as  for  hidden  trea*  uree.  Inoiiire,  th«r«>  , 
fore,  whether  you  do  not  live  in  the  neglect  of  thin  auly,  i 
gleet  it  so  far,  that  you  mny  be  said  to  live  in  a  way  of  sin 
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(2.)  Inquire  whether  you  do  not  live  in  some  way  of  secretly 
gratifying  some  sensual  lust.  There  are  many  ways  and  de- 
grees, wherein  a  carnal  lust  may  be  indulged  ;  but  every  way  is 
provoking  to  a  holy  God.  Consider  whether,  although  you  re- 
strain yourselves  from  more  gross  indulgences,  you  do  not,  in 
some  way  or  other,  and  in  some  degree  or  other,  secretly  from 
time  to  time  gratify  your  lusts,  and  allow  yourselves  to  taste  the 
sweets  of  unlawful  delight. 

Persons  may  greatly  provoke  God,  by  only  allowedly  grati- 
fying their  lusts  in  their  thoughts  and  imaginations.  They 
may  also  greatly  provoke  God  by  excess  and  intemperance  in 
gratifying  their  animal  appetites  in  those  things  which  are  in 
themselves  lawful.  Inquire,  therefore,  whether  you  do  not  live 
in  some  sinful  way  or  other,  in  secretly  gratifying  a  sinful  appe- 
tite. 

SECT.  VI. 

Self-examination  concerning  our  temper  of  mind  towards  our 
Neighbours — and  our  dealings  with  them* 

I  would  propose  to  you  to  examine  yourselves,  whether  you 
do  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin, — 1.  In  the  spirit  and  temper  of 
mind  which  you  allow  towards  your  neighbour. 

(1.)  Do  you  not  allow  and  indul^^e  a  passionate^  furious  dis- 
position ?  If  your  natural  temper  be  hasty  and  passionate,  do 
you  truly  strive  against  such  a  temper,  and  labour  to  govern 
your  spirit  ?  Do  you  lament  it,  and  watch  over  yourselves  to 
prevent  it  ?  or  do  you  allow  yourselves  in  a  fiery  temper  ?  Such 
a  disposition  doth  not  become  a  Christian,  or  a  man.  It  doth 
not  become  a  man,  because  it  unmans  him  ;  it  turns  a  man  from 
a  rational  creature,  to  be  like  a  wild  beast.  When  men  are  un- 
der the  prevalency  of  a  furious  passion,  they  have  not  much  of 
the  exercise  of  reason.  We  are  warned  to  avoid  such  men,  as 
being  dangerous  creatures,  Prov.  xxii.  24,  25.  Make  no  friend^ 
ship  with  an  angry  man  ;  and  with  a  furious  ^nan  thou  shall  not 
gOy  lest  thou  learn  his  ways,  and  get  a  snare  to  thy  soul. 

(2.)  Do  not  you  live  in  hatred  towards  some  or  other  of 
your  neighbours  ?  Do  you  not  hate  him  for  real  or  supposed 
injuries  that  you  have  received  from  him  ?  Do  you  not  hate 
him,  because  he  is  not  friendly  towards  you,  and  because  you 
judge  that  he  hath  an  ill  spirit  against  you,  and  hates  you,  and 
because  he  opposes  you,  avid  doth  not  show  you  that  respect 
which  you  think  belongs  to  you,  or  doth  not  show  himself  for- 
ward to  promote  your  interest  or  honour  7  Do  you  not  hate 
him,  because  you  think  he  despises  you,  has  mean  thoughts  of 
you,  and  takes  occasion  to  show  it  ?    Do  you  not  hate  him,  be- 
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I  cause  he  i;  of  Ihc  opposite  party  to  that  which  is  m  your  iiile- 
^  rest,  and  because  he  hax  considerable  influence  in  that  parly. 

DoiibtlesH  you  will  he  loth  lo  call  it  by  do  horsh  a  name  as 
halnd ;  but  iniimre  serionHly  and  imparltnlly.  whether  it  bt-  any 
thing  better.  Do  you  feel  ill  towards  him  ?  Do  you  not  feel  a 
prevailing  dispocitiwn  wirhiti  you  to  be  ))lea»ed  when  you  hear 
him  lalked  :igainst  and  nui  d<)wn,  and  to  be  glad  when  you  hear 
of  any  dishonour  pnl  upon  him,  or  of  any  digappoinlmeiilH  which 
happen  to  him  1  Would  jou  not  be  Ljlad  of  an  opportunity  to 
bo  -ven  with  him  for  llie  injuries  which  he  halh  done  you  ? 
And  wherein  dolh  hatred  work  but  in  such  wajsas  lhe»e  ? 

(3.)  Inquire  whether  you  do  not  liie  in  envy  towards  ^ome 
I  one  at  least  of  your  neighbours,  h  not  his  prosperity,  bis 
riches,  or  his  advancement  in  honourt  uncomfortable  to  yoat 
Have  you  not,  therefore,  an  ill  will,  or  al  lea^t  less  good  mil  to 
him,  because  you  look  npon  him  as  standing  in  your  way,  yott 
look  upon  yourself  as  depressed  by  his  advancement  ?  And 
would  it  nut  be  pleasing  to  you  now,  if  he  should  be  deprived  of 
his  richer,  or  of  his  honour?,  not  from  pure  respect  to  the  pub- 
he  good,  but  because  you  reckon  he  stands  in  your  way  1  Is  it 
not  merely  from  a  seltitih  spirit  that  you  are  so  uneasy  at  his 
prosperity  ? 

3.  I  shall  propose  to  your  consideration,  whether  you  tlo 
not  live  in  some  way  of  sin,  and  wrong  in  your  dealings  atlh 
your  miefibours. 

().)  Inquire  whether  you  do  not  from  time  to  time  injure 
and  defraud  those  with  whom  you  deal.  Are  your  ways  with 
your  neighbour  altogether  jn^t,  such  as  will  bear  a  trial  by  the 
strict  rules  of  the  word  of  God,  or  6uch  as  you  can  ju»ti^  be- 
fore God  ?  Are  you  a  faithful  person  ?  may  your  neighbours 
depend  on  your  word?  Are  you  strictly  and  lirmly  true  to 
your  trust,  or  any  thing  with  which  you  are  betrusted,  and  which 
you  undertake?  Or  do  you  not  by  your  conduct  plainly  ' 
that  you  are  not  cohsncntious  in  such  things? 

Do  you  not  live  in  a  careless,  sinful  neglect  of  pavingi 
debts?  Do  you  not,  to  the  detriment  of  your  neighbour^ 
fully  withhold  that  which  is  not  )our  own,  but  his?  Are 
not  wont  to  oppress  your  neighbour  ?  When  you  see  anotfacr  ii 
necessity,  do  you  not  ihence  take  advantage  to  screw  npon  him  T 
■When  you  see  a  person  ignorant,  and  perceive  that  you  ba\e  ao 
opportunity  to  make  your  gains  of  it,  are  you  not  wont  to  I«ke 
such  an  op(iortuniiy  ?  Will  you  not  deceive  in  buying  and  sell* 
I  inj;.  and  labour  to  blind  the  eyes  of  him  of  whom  you  buy,  or  to 
'  whom  you  veil,  wllh  deceitful  words.  Iiidiiit,  the  faults  ofwliat 
you  sell,  and  denying  the  good  qualities  of  what  you  buy,  anU  iiol 
Strictly  keeping  lo  the  truth,  when  you  see  that  falsehood  will  bo 
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an  advantage  to  you  in  your  bargain  ? 


(2.)  Do  you  not  Ii 


e  wrong  nhkh  you  have/on 
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done  your  neighbour,  without  repairing  it  ?  Are  you  not  con- 
scious that  ^ou  have  formerly,  at  8ome  time  or  other,  wronged 
your  nei);hbour,  and  yet  you  live  in  it,  have  never  repaired  the 
injury  which  you  have  done  him  ?     If  bO,  you  hve  in  a  way  of  sin* 

SECT-  VIL 

Self-examination  respecting  charity  towards  our  Neighbours^  and 

conversation  with  them. 

I  desire  you  wodld  examine  yourselves,  1.  Whether  you  do 
not  live  in  the  neglect  of  the  duties  of  charity  towards  your  neigh- 
bour. You  may  live  in  sin  towards  your  neighbour,  (hough  you 
cannot  charge  yourselves  with  living  in  any  injustice  in  your 
dealings.     Here  also  I  would  mention  two  things. 

(I.)  Whether  you  are  guilty  of  sinfully  with- holding  from 
your  neighbour  who  is  in  want.  Giving  to  the  poor,  and  giving 
liberally  and  bountifully,  is  a  duty  absolutely  required  of  us.  It 
is  not  a  thing  left  to  persons'  choice  to  do  as  they  please ;  nor  is 
it  merely  a  thing  commendable  in  persons  to  be  liberal  to  others 
in  want ;  but  it  is  a  duty  as  strictly  and  absolutely  required  and 
commanded,  as  any  other  duty  whatsoever ;  a  duty  from  which 
God  will  not  acquit  us ;  as  you  may  see  in  Deut.  xv.  7,  8,  Sic. ; 
and  the  neglect  of  this  duty  is  very  provokins  to  God,  Prov. 
xxi.  1 3.  Whoso  stoppeth  his  tars  at  the  cry  of  the  poor^  he  also 
himself  shall  cry  ^  and  not  be  heard. 

Inquire,  therefore,  whether  you  have  not  lived  in  a  way  of 
sin  in  this  regard.  Do  you  not  see  your  neighbour  suffer,  and 
pinched  with  wanti  and  you,  although  sensible  of  it,  harden  yoor 
hearts  against  him*  and  are  careless  about  it  ?  Do  you  not  in 
such  a  case  neglect  to  inquire  into  his  necessities,  and  to  do 
something  for  his  relief?  Is  it  not  your  manner  to  hide  your 
eyes  in  such  cases,  and  to  be  so  far  from  devising  liberal  things, 
and  endeavouring  to  find  out  the  proper  objects  and  occasions  of 
charity,  that  you  rather  contrive  to  avoid  the  knowledge  of 
them  f  Are  you  not  apt  to  make  objections  to  such  duties,  and 
to  excuse  yourselves  ?  and  are  you  not  sorr}'  for  such  occasions, 
on  which  you  are  forced  to  give  something,  or  expose  your  repu- 
tation ? — Are  not  such  thing!»  grievous  to  you  ?  If  these  things 
be  so,  surely  you  live  in  sin,  and  in  great  sin,  and  have  need  to 
inquire,  whether  your  spovt  be  not  sueb  as  is  not  the  spoit  of 
God^s  children  7 

(2.)  Do  you  not  live  in  the  neglect  of  reproving  your  neigh- 
1)0ur,  when  you  see  him  going  on  in  a  way  of  pin  ?  This  is  re- 
quired of  us  by  the  command  of  God,  as  a  duty  of  love  and 
charity  which  we  owe  our  neighbour :  Lev.  xix.  1 7-  Thou 
shall  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  heart ;  thou  shalt  in  any  wise 
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rebuke  thy  ntigkhour,  and  not  suffer  stit  upon  him.  WhCl 
see  our  neighbour  going  on  in  ein,  ne  ought  logo,  and  in  aChru< 
lian  way  deal  wuh  him  about  il.  Nor  will  ll  excuse  us,  that  we 
fear  il  will  h»vv  no  good  elTect;  we  cannot  certainly  tell  what 
effect  il  will  hnve.  This  is  past  doubt,  that  if  ChrigtiaoB  gene- 
rally [lerforitied  this  duty  a;!  they  nughl  to  do.  it  nould  prevent 
abundance  of  fin  and  wickedness,  and  ivnuld  deliver  many  a 
soul  from  the  ways  of  death. 

If  a  man  ^uing  on  in  the  ways  of  sin,  saw  that  it  was  gene- 
rally disliked  and  discountenanced,  and  lestilied  against  by  others, 
it  would  have  a  strong  tendency  lo  reform  him.  His  regard  for 
bis  own  reputation  would  strongly  persuade  him  to  reforna ;  for 
bereby  he  would  see  that  the  way  in  which  he  lives  makes  him 
odious  in  the  eyes  of  others.  When  personi  go  on  in  sin,  and 
no  one  saitb  any  thing  to  them  in  testimony  against  it,  Ihey  know 
not  but  (hat  their  ways  are  approved,  and  are  not  sensible  that 
it  is  much  to  their  dishonour  to  do  as  they  do.  The  approba- 
tion of  others  tends  to  blind  men's  eyes,  and  harden  their  heart* 
in  sin  ;  whereas,  if  Ibey  saw  that  others  utterly  disapprove  of 
their  ways,  it  would  tend  to  open  theireyes  and  convince  lbein> 

If  others  neglect  their  duty  in  this  respect,  and  our  reproof 
alone  will  not  be  so  likely  to  be  effectual ;  yet  that  doth  not  ex- 
cuse us:  for  if  one  eingly  may  be  excused,  then  every  one  nay 
be  excused,  and  so  we  shall  make  it  no  duty  at  all. 

Persons  often  need  the  reproofs  and  admonitions  of  othan. 
Lo  makeibera  sensible  that  the  ways  in  which  we  live  are  sio/ul: 
for,  as  hath  been  already  observed,  men  arc  often  blinded  bs  to 
their  own  sins. 

2.  t'.xamine  yourselves,  whether  you  do  not  live  in  >om« 
way  of  sin  in  your  convfrsalion  with  your  neighbours.  Men 
commit  abundance  of  sin,  not  only  in  the  business  and  dealinp 
which  they  have  with  their  neighbours,  but  in  their  talk  and 
converse  with  them. 

(1.)  hiquire  whether  you  do  not  keep  company  with  per- 
sons of  a  Ifvid  and  immoral  behaviour,  with  persona  wbo  do  Dot 
make  conscience  of  their  ways,  are  not  of  sober  live*,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  are  profane  and  extravagant,  and  unclean  in  Iheir 
communication.  This  is  what  the  word  of  God  forbidi,  nnd 
testifies  against:  Prov.  xiv.  7,  Go  from  the  prrarnct  a/ a  foolish 
mnn,  when  thou  perctivesi  not  in  him  the  lips  of  knotvlrdgr  ;" 
Prov.  xiii.  20.  Jl  companion  of  fooh  shall  be  destnyed.  The 
INatmist  professes  hims^'lf  clear  of  this  sin,  P!<al.  xxvi.  4.  5.  / 
have  not  gat  with  vain  permms;  neither  viHt  t  go  viith  Ai*»tm- 
biers ;  I  have  hittrd  the  congregation  of  evil  doers,  and  mil  not 

sit  with  the  Toickrd. 

Do  you  not  live  in  this  sin  7     Do  you  not  keep  company 

with  such  persons  ?    and   have  you  not  found  Ihcm  a  snare  lo 

L  your  souls  ?    If  you  have  any  serious  thoughts  about  the  great 
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concerns  of  your  souls,  have  you  not  found  this  a  great  hin- 
derance  to  you  ?  Have  you  not  found  that  it  hath  been  a  great 
temptation  to  you  ?  Have  you  not  been  from  time  to  time  led 
into  sin  thereby  ?  Perhaps  it  may  seem  difficult  wholly  to  for^ 
sake  your  old  wicked  companions.  You  are  afraid  they  will 
deride  you,  and  make  a  game  of  you  ;  therefore,  you  have  not 
courage  enough  Co  do  it.  But  whether  it  be  difficult  or  not, 
yet  know  this,  that  if  you  continue  in  such  connexions,  you 
live  in  a  way  of  sin,  and,  as  the  scripture  saith,  you  shall  b6 
destroyed.  You  must  either  cut  off  your  right  hands,  and 
pluck  out  your  right  eyes,  or  else  even  go  with  them  into  the 
fire  that  never  shall  be  quenched. 

(2)  Consider  whether,  in  your  conversation  with  otfaerSf 
you  do  not  accustom  yourselves  to  evil  speaking.  How  common 
is  it  for  persons,  when  they  meet  together,  to  sit  and  spend  theic 
time  in  talking  against  others,  judging  this  or  that  of  themi 
spreading  ill  and  uncertain  reports  which  they  have  heard  of 
them,  running  down  one  and  another,  and  ridiculing  their  in-* 
firmities  !  How  much  is  such  sort  of  talk  as  this  the  entertain- 
ment of  companies,  when  they  meet  together !  and  what  talk 
is  there  which  seems  to  be  more  entertaining,  to  which  persons 
will  more  listen,  and  in  which  they  will  seem  to  be  more  enga- 
ged, than  such  talk !     You  cannot  but  know  how  common  this  is^ 

Therefore,  examine  whether  you  be  not  guilty  of  this.-*^ 
And  can  you  justify  it  ?  Do  you  not  know  it  to  be  a  way  of 
sin,  a  way  which  is  condemned  by  many  rules  in  the  word  of 
God  ? '  Are  you  not  guihy  of  eagerly  taking  up  any  ill  report 
which  you  hear  of  your  neighbour,  seeming  to  be  glad  that 
you  have  some  news  to  talk  of,  with  which  you  think  others 
will  be  entertained  7  Do  you  not  often  spread  ill  reports  which 
you  hear  of  others,  before  you  know  what  ground  there  is  for 
them  ?  Do  you  not  take  a  pleasure  in  being  the  reporter  of 
such  news  ?  Are  you  not  wont  to  pass  a  judgment  concerning 
others,  or  their  behaviour,  without  talking  ta  them,  and  hear- 
ing what  they  have  to  say  for  themselves?  Doth  not  that  folly 
and  shame  belong  to  yon  which  is  spoken  of  in  Prov.  xviiL  13< 
He  that  answereth  a  matter  before  he  heareth  it,  it  is  folly  and 
shame  unto  him. 

This  is  utterly  an  iniquity,  a  very  unchristian  practice, 
which  commonly  prevails,  that  men,  when  they  bear  or  know 
of  any  ill  of  others,  will  not  do  a  Christian  part,  in  going  to 
talk  with  them  about  it,  to  reprove  them  for  it,  but  will  get  be- 
hind their  backs  before  they  open  their  mouths,  and  there  are 
very  forward  to  speak,  and  to  judge,  to  the  hurt  of  their  neigh- 
bourns  good  name.  Consider  whether  you  be  not  guilty  of  thid. 
Consider,  also,  how  apt  you  are  to  be  displeased  when  you  bear 
that  others  have  been  talking  against  you  !  bow  forward  sire 
vou  to  apply  the  rales,  and  to  think  and  tell  how  they  ought 
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first  to  have  come  and  talked  with  you  about  it,  and  not  to  have 
gone  and  spread  an  ill  report  of  you,  before  they  knew  what 
you  had  to  say  in  your  vindication  !  How  ready  are  persons  to 
resent  it,  wheu  others  meddle  with  their  private  atfairs,  and  busy 
themselves,  and  jud^e,  and  find  faull,  and  declaim  against  tbom! 
How  ready  are  they  to  saj,  it  is  do  business  of  theirs !  Yet,  are 
you  not  guilty  of  the  same? 

(3.)  la  it  not  your  manner  to  seem  to  countenance  adAJoU 
in  uitlt  the  talk  of  iht  company  in  which  you  are,  in  that  which 
is  evil?  When  the  company  is  vain  in  its  talk,  and  falls  into 
lewd  discourse,  or  vain  Jesting,  is  it  not  your  manner,  in  such 
a  case,  to  comply  and  fall  in  with  the  company,  to  seem  pleased 
with  its  talk,  if  not  to  join  with  it,  and  help  to  carry  on  such 
discourse,  out  of  compliance  with  your  company,  though  indeed 
you  disapprove  of  it  in  your  hearts?  So  inquire,  whether  it 
be  not  your  manner  to  fall  in  with  your  companions,  when  tbey 
are  talking  against  others.  Do  you  not  help  forward  the  dis- 
course, or,  at  least,  seem  to  fall  in  with  their  censures,  the  as- 
persions they  cast  on  others,  and  the  rejections  Ibey  make  upoD 
Iheir  neighbours'  characters  ? 

There  are  some  persons,  who,  in  case  of  diSerence  betweeo 
persons  or  parties,  are  double-tongued,  will  seem  to  fall  in  with 
both  parties.  When  they  are  with  those  on  one  side,  they  will 
seem  to  be  on  their  side,  and  to  fall  in  with  them  in  their  talk 
against  their  antagouisls.  At  another  time,  when  they  are  with 
those  of  the  other  side,  tbey  will  seem  to  comply  with  them, 
and  will  condemn  the  other  party;  which  is  a  very  vile  and 
deceitful  practice.  Seeming  to  be  friendly  to  both  Mfore  tfaeir 
faces,  they  are  enemies  to  both  behind  their  backs;  and  Ifaat 
upon  so  mean  a  motive  as  the  pleasing  of  the  party  with  which 
tbey  are  in  company.  They  injure  both  parlies,  and  do  what 
in  them  ties  to  establish  the  diiferencc  between  them.  Inquire 
whether  or  no  this  be  your  manner. 

(4.)  Is  it  not  your  manner,  not  to  coniine  yourselves  to 
strict  trtitk  in  your  conversation  with  your  neighbours  t  Lying 
is  accounted  ignominious  and  reproachful  among  men:  ana 
they  take  it  in  high  disdain  to  be  called  liars ;  yet  how  muiy 
ure  there  that  do  not  so  govern  their  tongues,  asstricUy  to  coo- 
tine  them  to  the  truth !  There  are  various  degrees  of  trani- 
grossing  in  this  kind.  Some,  who  may  be  cautious  of  tnnt- 
gressing  in  one  degree,  may  allow  themselves  in  another.  Some, 
who  commonly  avoid  speaking  directly  and  wholly  contrary  to 
trulli,  in  a  plain  matter  of  fact;  yet  perhaps  are  not  strictly 
true  in  sptiahing  of  their  own  thoughts,  desires,  affectioos, 
and  designs,  and  are  not  exact  in  Ihe  Irutli,  in  the  relaliotu 
which  they  give  of  Ihings  in  conversation;  scruple  not  to  vary 
in  circumstances,  to  add  some  things,  to  make  their  story  the 
more  entertaining  :   will  mngnify  nnd  enlarge  IhtDgs,  lo  make 
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their  relation  the  more  wonderful;  and  in  things  wherein  their 
interest  or  credit  is  concerned,  will  make  false  representations 
of  thines  ;  will  be  guilty  of  an  unwarrantable  equivocation,  and 
a  guileful  way  of  speaking,  wherein  they  are  chargeable  with  a 
great  abuse  of  language.  In  order  to  save  their  veracity,  words 
and  sentences  must  be  wrested  to  a  meaning  quite  beside  their 
natural  and  established  signification.  Whatever  interpretation 
such  men  put  on  their  own  words  they  do  not  save  themselves 
from  the  guilt  of  lying  in  the  sight  of  God.  Inquire  whether 
you  be  not  guilty  of  living  in  sin  m  this  particular. 


SECT.  VIII. 

Self-examination  respecting  the  families  to  which  vse  belong. 

Examine  yourselves,  whether  you  do  not  live  in  some  way 
of  sin  in  the  families  to  which  you  belong.  There  are  many 
persons  who  appear  well  among  their  neighbours,  and  seem  to 
be  of  an  honest,  civil  behaviour  in  their  dealings  and  conver- 
sation abroad  ;  yet  if  you  follow  them  to  their  own  houses,  and 
to  the  families  to  which  tliey  belong,  there  you  will  find  them 
very  perverse  in  their  ways ;  there  they  live  in  ways  which  arc 
very  displeasing  to  the  pure  all-searching  eyes  of  God.  You 
have  already  been  directed  to  examine  your  conversation  abroad; 
you  have  been  directed  to  search  the  house  of  God,  and  to  see  if 
you  have  brought  no  defilement  into  it;  you  have  been  directed 
to  search  your  closets,  to  see  if  there  be  no  pollution  or  provo- 
cation there ;  be  advised  now  to  search  your  houses^  examine 
your  behaviour  in  the  families  to  which  you  belong,  and  see 
what  your  ways  and  manners  are  there. 

The  houses  to  which  we  belong  are  the  places  where  the 
generality  of  us  spend  the  greater  part  of  our  time.  If  we  re- 
spect the  world  as  a  man^s  sphere  of  action,  a  man's  own  house 
is  the  greater  part  of  the  world  to  him  ;  i.  e.  the  greater  part  of 
his  actions  and  behaviour  in  the  world  is  limited  within  this 
sphere.  We  should  therefore  be  very  critical  in  examining  our 
behaviour,  not  only  abroad  but  at  home.  A  great  proportion 
of  the  wickedness  of  which  men  are  guilty,  and  that  will  be 
brought  out  at  the  day  of  iudgment,  will  be  the  sin  which  they 
shall  have  committed  in  the  families  to  which  they  belong. 

Therefore  inquire  how    you  behave  yourselves   m  the 

family  relations  in  which  you  stand.     As  those  relative  duties 

which  we  owe  towards  the  members  of  the  same  &mily  belong 

to  the  second  table  of  the  law,  so  love  is  the  general  duty  which 

comprises  them  all.     Therefore, 

(1.)  Examine  yourselves,  whether  you  do  not  live  in  some 
way  which  is  contrary  to  that  love  which  is  due  to  those  who 
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belong  to  tlie  same  family.  Love,  implying  a  hearty  good  will, 
and  a  behaviour  agreeable  to  it,  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  all 
mankind.  We  owe  it  to  our  neighbours,  to  whom  we  are  no 
otherwise  related  than  as  they  arc  our  neighbours  ;  yea,  we  owe 
it  to  those  who  stand  in  no  relation  to  us;  except  that  they  are 
of  mankind,  are  reasonable  creatures,  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
Adam*  It  is  a  duty  that  we  owe  to  our  enemies ;  how  much 
more  then  do  we  owe  it  to  those  who  stand  in  so  near  a 
relation  to  us  as  a  husband  or  wife,  parents  or  children,  brethren 
or  sisters! 

There  are  the  same  obligations  on  us  to  love  such  relatives 
as  to  love  the  rest  of  mankind.  We  arc  to  love  them  as  men  ; 
we  are  to  love  them  as  our  neighbours ;  we  are  to  love  them  as 
belonging  to  the  same  Christian  church ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
here  is  an  additional  obligation,  arising  from  that  near  relation  in 
which  they  stand  to  us.  This  is  over  and  above  the  other. 
The  nearer  the  relation,  the  greater  is  the  obligation  to  love. 
To  live  in  hatred,  or  in  a  way  that  is  contrary  to  love,  towards 
any  man,  is  very  displeasing  to  God  ;  but  how  much  more  to- 
wards one  of  the  same  family!  Love  is  the  uniting  band  of 
all  societies;  Col.  iii.  14.  And  above  all  these  things^  put  an 
charity^  which  is  the  bond  ofperfectness* 

The  union  in  love  in  our  own  family  should  be  so  much 
the  stronger,  as  that  society  is  more  peculiarly  our  own,  and 
is  more  appropriated  to  ourselves,  or  is  a  society  in  which  we 
are  more  especially  interested.  Christ  saith,  Matt.  vii.  33. 
/  saj/  unto  youj  mhosoever  is  angry  with  his  brother  voithout  a 
eause^  shall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment ;  ajid  whosoever  shall 
say  to  his  brother ^  Raca^  shall  be  in  danger  of  the  council ;  and 
whosoever  shall  say^  Thou  fool^  shall  be  in  danger  of  hell  fire. 
If  this  be  true  concerning  those  who  are  our  brethren  only  as 
men,  or  professing  Christians,  how  much  more  concerning  those 
who  are  of  the  same  family  ?  If  contention  be  so  evil  a  thing 
in  a  town  among  neighbours,  how  much  more  hateful  is  it  be- 
tween members  of  the  same  family  ?  If  hatred,  envy,  or  re- 
venge, be  so  displeasing  to  God,  towards  those  viho  are  only  our 
fellow-creatures,  how  much  more  provoking  must  it  be  between 
those  that  are  our  natural  brothers  and  sisters,  and  are  one 
bone  and  flesh  ?  If  only  being  angry  with  a  neighbour  without 
a  cause  be  so  evil,  how  much  sin  must  needs  be  committed 
in  those  broils  and  quarrels  between  the  nearest  relations  on 
earth  ? 

Let  every  one  inquire  how  it  is  with  himself.  Do  you 
not  in  this  respect  allow  yourselves  in  some  way  of  sin  ?  Arc 
you  not  often  jarring  and  contending  with  those  who  dwell 
under  the  same  roof?  Is  not  your  spirit  often  ruffled  with 
anger  towards  some  of  the  same  family  ?  Do  you  not  often  go 
so  far  as  to  wish  evil  to  them  in  your  hearts,  wish  that  some 
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calamity  would  befall  them  ?  Are  you  not  guilty  of  reproach- 
ful language  towards  them«  if  not  of  revengeful  acts  ?  Do  you 
not  neglect  and  refuse  those  offices  of  kindness  and  mutual  help- 
fulness which  become  those  who  are  of  one  family  ?  Yea,  are 
there  not  some  who  really  go  so  far,  as  in  some  degree  to  en- 
tertain a  settled  hatred  or  malice  against  some  of  their  nearest 
relations? — But  here  I  would  particularly  apply  myself. 

(1.)  To  husbands  and  wives.  Inquire  whether  you  do  not 
live  in  some  way  of  sin  in  this  relation.  Do  you  make  con- 
science of  performing  all  those  duties  which  God  in  his  word 
requires  of  persons  in  this  relation?  or  do  you  allow  yourselves 
in  some  ways  which  are  directly  opposite  thereto  ?  Do  you 
not  live  in  ways  that  are  contrary  to  the  obligations  into  which 
you  entered  in  your  marriage-covenant?  The  promises  which 
you  then  made  are  not  only  binding  as  promises  which  are  or- 
dinarily made  between  man  and  man,  but  they  have  the  nature 
of  vows  or  promissory  oaths  ?  they  are  made  in  the  presence  of 
God,  because  they  respect  him  as  a  witness  to  them  ;  and  there- 
fore the  marriage  covenant  is  called  the  covenant  of  God;  Prov* 
iii.  17.  which  forsakeih  the  guide  of  her  youths  and  forgetteth 
the  covenant  of  her  God.  When  you  have  vowed  that  you  will 
behave  towards  those  to  whom  vou  are  thus  united,  as  the 
word  of  God  directs  in  such  a  relation,  are  you  careless  about 
it,  no  more  thinking  What  you  have  promised  and  vowed,  re- 
gardless how  you  perform  those  vows  ? 

Particularly,  are  you  not  commonly  guilty  of  bitterness  of 
spirit  towards  one  another,  and  of  unkindness  in  your  language 
and  behaviour?  If  wrath,  and  contention,  and  unkind  and  re- 
proachful language,  be  provoking  to  God,  when  only  between 
neighbours ;  what  is  it  then  between  those  whom  God  hath 
joined  together  to  be  one  flesh,  and  between  whom  he  hath 
commanded  so  great  and  dear  a  friendship  to  be  maintained? 
Eph.  v.  28,  29.  So  ought  men  to  love  their  wives^  as  their  own 
bodies.  He  that  loveth  his  wife^  loveth  himself.  For  no  man 
ever  yet  hdted  his  own  flesh  ;  but  nourisheth  and  cherisheth  t/,  even 
as  the  Lord  the  church.  Eph.  v.  25.  Husbands  love  your 
wives,  even  as  Christ  also  loved  the  churchy  and  gave  himself 
for  it. 

It  is  no  excuse  at  all  for  either  party  to  indulge  bitterness 
and  contention  in  this  relation,  that  the  other  party  is  to  blame  ; 
for  when  was  there  ever  one  of  fallen  mankind  to  be  found  who 
had  no  faults  ?  When  God  commanded  such  an  entire  friend- 
ship between  man  and  wife,  he  knew  that  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  would  havp  faults;  yet  he  made  no  exception.  And 
if  you  think  your  voke-fellows  have  fa«ilt«,  y^i  •*ho'i!d  consider 
whether  you  yourselves  h^ve  not  some  too  There  never  will 
be  any  such  thing  as  persons  living  in  peace  one  with  another, 
in  this  relation,  if  this  be  esteemed  a  sufficient  and  justifiable 
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cause  of  the  contrary.  It  becomes  good  friends  to  covi 
another's  faults;  Love  covfn  a  multitude  of /avid :  Prov,  z. 
Haired  giirnth  up  strift  ;  but  lovt  coverelh  all  sin).*'  Bnt  arc 
not  you  rather  quick  to  apy  faults,  and  ready  to  make  the  most 
of  them.  Are  not  very  iiltle  things  often  the  occasion  of  coa- 
tenlion  between  you?  Will  not  a  little  thing  often  ruffle  yocii 
spirits  towards  your  companions?  and  when  anj  migundeC' 
standing  is  begun,  are  you  not  guilty  of  exasperating  one  ano- 
ther's spirits  by  unkind  language,  until  you  blow  up  a  spark  into 
a  flame  ? 

Do  you  endeavour  to  accommodate  yourselves  to  eacli 
other^s  tempers  '!  Do  you  study  to  suit  each  other  ?  or  do  yo« 
set  up  your  own  wills,  to  have  your  own  ways,  in  opposition  to 
each  other,  in  the  management  of  your  family-concerDs?  Do 
you  make  it  your  study  to  render  each  other's  lives  comrorta- 
blet  or  is  there  not,  on  the  contrary,  very  often  aubsialing 
between  you  a  spirit  of  ill  will,  a  disposition  to  vex  and  cross 
one  another  ? 

Husbands  do  sometimes  greatly  sin  against  God,  ia  beiog 
of  an  unkind  imperious  behaviour  towards  their  wives,  treating 
tbem  as  if  they  were  servants ;  (and  to  mention  one  instance  of 
such  treatment  in  particular)  laying  them  under  unjust  and 
unreasonable  restraints  in  {he  use  and  disposal  of  their  common 
property  ;  forbidding  them  so  much  as  to  dispose  of  any  thing 
in  charity,  as  of  their  own  judgment  and  prudence.  This  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  where  it  is  said  of  the 
virtuous  wife,  Prov.  xxxi,  20,  that  she  strelcheth  out  h*r  Aaul 
to  the  poor;  yea,  ske  reackcth  forth  her  hands  to  the  needt/.  If 
God  hath  made  this  her  duty,  then  he  hath  given  ber  this  right 
and  power,  because  the  duty  supposes  the  right.  It  cannot  l>0 
the  duty  of  her  who  bath  no  ri(^hL  to  dispose  of  any  thing,  lo 
stretch  forth  her  hand  to  the  poor,  and  to  reach  forth  her  hands 
to  the  needy. 

On  the  other  hand,  are  not  the  commands  of  God  the  nkt 
of  bis  word,  and  the  solemn  vows  of  the  marriage-covenant, 
with  respect  to  the  subordination  which  there  ought  lo  be  in 
this  relation,  made  light  of  by  mamy  ?  Eph.  v.  22.  Wivei  avAmil 
yoursehrs  to  your  own  husbands,  as  unto  the  Lord ;  So  Col.  iii. 
1 8.  What  is  commanded  by  God,  and  what  hath  been  solemnlr 
vowed  and  sworn  in  bis  presence,  certainly  ought  ool  to  be 
mode  a  jest  of;  and  the  person  who  lightly  violates  these  obli- 
gations, will  doubtless  be  treated  as  one  who  slights  tbe  authority 
of  God,  and  liikes  his  name  in  vain. 

(2.)  I  shall  apply  myself  to  ;)ar«»(s  and  heads  of  famiiiti. 
Inquire  whether  you  do  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin  with  respect 
to  your  children,  or  others  committed  to  your  care  ;  and  parti- 
cularly to  inquire. 
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1 .  Whether  you  do  not  live  in  sin,  by  living  in  the  neglect 
of  instfiicting  them.  Do  you  not  wholly  neglect  the  duty  of 
instructing  your  children  and  servants  ?  or  if  }Ou  do  not  wholly 
neglect  it,  yet  do  you  not  afford  them  so  little  instruction,  and 
are  you  not  so  unsteady,  and  do  you  not  take  so  little  pains  in 
it,  that  you  live  in  a  sinful  neglect?  Do  you  take  pains  in  any 
measure  proportionate  to  the  importance  of  the  matter  7  You 
cannot  but  own  that  it  is  a  matter  of  vast  importance,  that  your 
children  be  fitted  for  death,  and  saved  from  hell ;  and  that  all 
possible  care  be  taken  that  it  be  done  speedily  ;  for  you  know 
not  bow  soon  your  children  may  die.  Are  you  as  careful  about 
the  welfare  of  their  souls  as  you  are  of  their  bodies  ?  Do  you 
labour  as  much  that  they  may  have  eternal  life,  as  you  do  to 
provide  estates  for  them  to  live  on  in  this  world  ? 

Let  every  parent  inquire,  whether  he  do  not  live  in  a  way 
of  sin  in  this  respect :  and  let  masters  inquire,  whether  they  do 
not  live  in  a  way  of  sin,  in  neglecting  the  poor  souls  of  their 
servants  ;  whether  their  only  care  be  not  to  make  their  servants 
subservient  to  their  worldly  interest,  without  any  concern  what 
becomes  of  them  to  all  eternity. 

2.  Do  you  not  live  in  a  sinful  neglect  of  the  government 
of  your  families  ?  Do  you  not  live  in  the  sin  of  Eli  ?  who  in- 
deed counselled  and  reproved  his  children,  but  did  not  exercise 
government  over  them.  He  reproved  them  very  solemnly,  as 
1  Sam.  ii.  23,  24,  25. ;  but  he  did  not  restrain  them ;  by  which 
be  greatly  provoked  God,  and  brought  an  everlasting  curse 
upon  bis  house  ;  1  Sam.  iii.  12.  In  that  day  I  will  perform 
against  Eli  all  things  which  I  have  spoken  concerning  his  house^ 
When  I  begin  f  I  will  also  make  an  end,     I  will  judge  his  hotise 

for  ever  ^  becaiue  his  sons  made  themselves  viUj  and  he  re* 
strained  them  not. 

If  you  say  you  cannot  restrain  your  children,  this  is  no 
excuse  ;  for  it  is  a  sign  that  you  have  brought  up  your  children 
without  government,  that  your  children  regard  not  your  autho* 
rity.  When  parents  lose  their  government  over  their  children, 
their  reproofs  and  counsel  signify  but  little.  How  many  parents 
are  there  who  are  exceedingly  faulty  on  this  account !  How 
few  are  there  who  are  thorough  in  maintaining  order  and 
government  in  their  families !  How  is  family  government  in  a 
great  measure  vanished  !  and  how  many  are  likely  to  bring  a 
curse  upon  their  families,  as  Eli !  This  is  one  principal  ground 
of  the  corruptions  which  prevail  in  the  land.  This  is  the  foun- 
dation of  so  much  debauchery,  and  of  such  corrupt  practices 
among  young  people :  family-government  is  in  a  great  measure 
extinct.  By  neglect  in  this  particular,  parents  bring  the  guilt 
of  their  children's  sins  upon  their  own  souls,  and  the  bloc^  of 
their  children  will  be  required  at  their  hands. 
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Parents  sometimes  weaken  one  another^s  hands  in  this 
work ;  one  parent  disapproving  what  the  other  doth ;  one 
smiling  upon  a  child,  while  the  other  frowns ;  one  protecting, 
while  the  other  corrects.  When  things  in  a  family  are  thus, 
children  are  like  to  be  undone.  Therefore  let  ever}  one  ex- 
amine whethei  he  do  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin  with  respect 
to  this  matter. 

(3.)  I  shall  now  apply  myself  to  children.  Let  themexa^ 
mine  themselves,  whether  they  do  not  live  in  some  way  of  sin 
towards  their  parents.  Are  you  not  guilty  of  some  andutiful^ 
ness  towards  them,  in  which  you  allow  yourselves?  Are  you 
not  guilty  of  despising  your  parents  for  infirmities  which  you 
see  in  them?  Undutiful  children  are  ready  to  contemn  their 
parents  for  their  infirmities.  Are  not  you  sons  of  Ham,  who 
saw  and  made  derision  of  his  father^s  nakedness,  whereby  be 
entailed  a  curse  on  himself,  and  his  posterity  to  this  day ;  and 
not  the  sons  of  Shem  and  Japheth,  who  covered  the  nakedness 
of  their  father?  Are  you  not  guilty  of  dishonouring  and  de* 
spising  your  parents  for  natural  infirmities,  or  those  of  old  age  7 
Prov.  xxiii.  22.  Despise  not  thy  mother  when  she  isold*  Doth 
not  that  curse  belong  to  you,  in  Deut.  xxvii.  16.  Cursed  be  he 
that  setteth  light  by  his  father  or  his  mother  ? 

Are  you  not  wont  to  despise  the  counsels  and  reprooft  of 
your  parents  ?  When  they  warn  you  against  any  sin,  and  re- 
prove you  for  any  misconduct,  are  you  not  wont  to  set  light  by 
it,  and  to  be  impatient  under  it  ?  Do  you  honour  your  parents 
for  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  do  you  not  receive  it  with  resentmeoti 
proudly  rejecting  it?  Doth  it  not  stir  up  corruption,  and  a 
stubborn  and  perverse  spirit  in  you,  and  rather  make  you  to 
have  an  ill-wrll  to  your  parents,  than  to  love  and  honour  them? 
Are  you  not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  fools  mentioned,  Pror. 
XV.  5.  A  fool  despiseth  his  father'* s  instruction  ?  and  doth  not 
that  curse  belong  to  you  ?  Prov.  xxx.  1 7.  The  eye  that  mocketh 
at  his  father,  and  despiseth  to  obey  his  mother^  the  ravens  of  the 
valley  shall  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  it  f 

Do  yon  not  allow  a  fretful  disposition  towards  your  pft* 
rents,  when  they  cross  you  in  any  thing  ?  Are  you  not  apt  to 
find  fault  with  your  parents,  and  to  be  out  of  temper  with  them  ? 

Consider,  that  if  you  live  in  such  ways  as  these,  yon  not 
only  live  in  sin,  but  in  that  sin,  than  which  there  is  scarcely  any 
one  oflener  threatened  with  a  curse  in  the  word  of  God. 
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SECT.  IX. 

Awakening  considerations  for  self-examination* 

We  come  now  to  mention  some  things^  in  order  to  cock 
vince  those  who,  upon  examination,  find  that  they  do  live  in 
some  way  of  sin,  of  the  importance  of  their  knowing  and 
amending  their  manner  of  life.  You  have  had  directions  laid 
before  you,  how  to  find  oat  whether  you  do  live  in  any  way  of 
sin  or  not ;  and  you  have  heard  many  particulars  mentioned  as 
proper  subjects  for  your  examination  of  yourselves.  How,  then^ 
do  you  find  things  ?  Do  you  find  yourselves  clear  of  living  id 
any  way  of  sin  r  I  mean  not  whether  you  find  yourself  cTeai' 
of  sin ;  that  is  not  expected  of  any  of  you ;  for  there  is  not  fi 
man  upon  earth  that  doeth  good,  and  sinnetb  not ;  1  Kings/ 
viii.  46.  But  is  there  not  some  way  of  sin  in  which  you  live, 
which  is  your  stated  way  of  practice  ?  There  are,  doubtless^ 
some,  who  are  clear  in  this  matter,  some  who  are  undefiled  in 
the  way^  and  do^  no  iniquity  ;  Psal.  cxix.  1,  2,  3. 

Let  your  own  consciences  answer  how  you  find  with  re- 
spect to  yourselves,  by  those  things  which  have  been  proposed 
to  you.     Do  you  not  find  that  you  are  guilty?  that  you  live  m 
a  way  of  sin^  and  have  allowed  yourselves  tn  it  ? — If  thitf  ber 
*the  case,  then  consider  the  following  things. 

If  you  have  been  long  seeking  salvation^  and  have  not  yef 
succeeded,  it  nftay  be  this  hath  been  the  cause.  You  have/ 
perhaps,  wondered  what  hath  been  the  matter,  that  you  havcf 
been  so  long  a  time  under  concern  about  your  salvation^  that 
you  have  taken  so  much  pains,  and  all  seems  to  be  to  no  pur- 
pose. You  have  many  a  time  cried  earnestly  to  God,  yet  he 
doth  not  regard  you.  Others  obtain  comfort,  but  you  are  (eft 
in  darkness.  But  is  it  any  wonder  at  all,  if  you  have  lived  in 
some  way  of  sin  all  this  while  ?  If  you  have  lived  in  any  sin-' 
ful  way,  this  is  a  sufficient  reason  wbjr  all  your  prayers  and  all 
your  pains  have  been  blasted. 

If,  all  this  while,  you  have  lived  in  some  sinful  way,  so  fai^ 
you  have  failed  of  seeking  salvation  in  the  right  way«  The 
right  way  of  seeking  salvation  is,  to  seek  it  in  the  diligent  per« 
formance  of  all  duties^  and  in  the  denial  of  all  ungodliness^ 
If  there  be  any  one  member  that  is  corrupt,  and  you  cat  it  not 
ofi*,  there  is  danger  that  it  will  carry  you  to  hell,  (Matt,  v^ 
29,  30.) 

2.  If  grace  have  not  been  flourishing,  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
in  langidshitig  circttmstdnces  in  your  souls ^  perhaps  this  is  the 
cause.  The  way  to  grow  in  grace,  is  to  walk  in  the  way  of 
obedience  to  all  the  commands  of  God,  to  be  very  thorough  inf 
the  practice  of  religion.     Grace  will  flourish  in  the  hearts  of 

Vol.  Vr.  46 
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those  who  live  in  this  manner ;  but  if  you  live  in  some  war  of 
sin,  that  will  be  like  some  secret  disease  at  your  vitals,  which 
will  keep  you  poor,  weak,  and  languishing. 

One  way  of  sin  lived  in  will  wonderfully  keep  you  dowD 
in  your  spiritual  prosperity,  and  in  the  growth  and  strength  of 
grace  in  your  hearts.  It  will  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and 
will  in  a  great  measure  banish  him  from  you  :  this  will  prevent 
the  good  influence  of  the  word  and  ordinances  of  God  to  the 
causing  of  grace  to  flourish  in  you.  It  will  be  a  great  obstacle 
to  their  good  efiect.  It  will  be  like  an  ulcer  within  a  roan, 
which  while  it  remains,  will  keep  him  weak  and  lean,  though 
you  feed  him  with  ever  so  wholesome  food,  or  feast  him  evcF 
so  daintily. 

3.  If  you  have  been  led  iofall  into  great  sin^  perhaps  this 
was  the  occasion  of  it.  If  you  have  been  left  greatly  to  woond 
your  own  soulsi  perhaps  this  was  what  made  way  for  it,  that 
you  allowed  yourselves  in  some  way  of  sin.  A  man  who  doth 
not  avoid  every  sin,  and  is  not  universally  obedient,  cannot  be 
well  guarded  against  great  sins.  The  sin  in  which  he  lives  will 
be  always  an  inlet,  an  open  door,  by  which  Satan  from  time  to 
time  will  find  entrance.  It  is  like  a  breach  in  your  fortress, 
through  which  the  enemy  may  get  in,  and  find  his  way  to  yoi> 
greatly  to  hurt  and  wound  you. 

If  there  be  any  way  of  sin  which  is  retained  as  an  outlet  to 
corruption,  it  will  be  like  a  breach  in  a  dam,  which,  if  it  be  let 
alone,  and  be  not  stopped  will  grow  bigger  and  wider,  and  will 
endanger  the  whole.     If  any  way  of  sin  be  lived  in,  it  will  be 
like  Gxdtort?s  Ephod^  which  was  a  snare  to  him  and  his  house. 
4.  If  you  live  very  much  ii>  spiritual  darkness^  and  with- 
out  the  comfortable  presence  of  God,  it  may  be  this  is  the  cause. 
If  you  complain  that  you  have  but  little  sweet  communion  with 
God,  that  you  seem  to  be  left  and  deserted  of  God,  that  God 
seems  to  hide  his  face  from  you,  and  but  seldom  gives  you  the 
sweet  views  of  his  glory  and  grace,  that  you  seem  to  be  left 
very  much  to  grope  in  darkness,  and  to  wander  in  a  wilderness ; 
perhaps  you  have  wondered  what  is  the  matter ;  you  have  cried 
to  God  often,  that  you  might  have  the  light  of  his  coantenaDce, 
but  heareth  you  not ;  and  you  have  sorrowful  days  and  nights 
upon  this  account.     But  if  you  have  found,  by  what  hath  been 
said,  that  you  live  in  some  way  of  sin,  it  is  very  probable  thai 
is  the  cause,  that  is  the  root  of  your  mischief,  that  is  the  Achan^ 
the  troubler  that  offends  God,  and  causes  him  to  withdraw,  and 
brings  so  many  clouds  of  darkness  upon  your  souls*     You  grieve 
the  Holy  Spirit  by  the  way  in  which  you  live  :  and  that  is  the 
reason  that  you  have  no  more  comfort  from  him. 

Christ  hath  promised,  that  he  will  manifest  himself  to  his 
disciples  ;  but  it  is  upon  the  condition,  that  they  keep  his  com- 
mands: John  xiv.   21.  f/ie  tJiat  hath  my  commandment s^  mul 
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keepeth  them^  he  it  is  that  loveth  me  ;  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall 
be  loved  of  my  father  ^  and  I  will  love  him,  and  xoill  manifest 
myself  to  him.  But  if  you  habitually  live  in  disobedience  to  any 
of  the  coiTKnandineuts  of  Christ,  then  it  is  no  vronder  that  he  doth 
not  give  you  the  comfortable  manifestations  of  himself*  The 
way  to  receive  the  special  favours  of  God,  and  to  enjoy  com- 
fortable communion  with  him,  is  to  walk  closely  with  him. 

5.  If  you  have  been  long  doubling  about  your  condition, 
perhaps  this  is  the  cause.  If  persons  be  converted,  the  most 
likely  way  to  have  the  evidences  of  it  clear,  and  to  have  the 
Spirit  of  God  witnessing  with  our  spirits,  that  we  are  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  is  to  walk  closely  with  God.  This,  as  we  have 
observed  already,  is  the  way  to  have  grace  in  a  flourishing  state 
in  the  soul ;  it  is  the  way  to  have  the  habits  of  grace  strength- 
ened, and  the  exercises  of  it  lively.  And  the  more  lively  the 
exercises  of  grace  are  the  more  likely  will  they  be  to  be  seen. 
Besides  this  is  the  way  to  have  God  manifesting  himself  to  us^ 
as  our  father  and  our  friends,  to  have  the  manifestations  and  in- 
ward testimonies  of  his  love  and  favour. 

But  if  you  live  in  some  way  of  sin,  it  is  no  wonder  if  that 
greatly,  darke/is  your  evidences,  as  it  keeps  down  the  exercises 
of  grace,  and  hides  the  light  of  God^s  countenance.  And  it  may 
be  that  you  never  will  come  to  a  Comfortable  resolution  of  that 
point,  whether  you  be  converted  or  not,  until  you  shall  have 
wholly  forsaken  the  way  of  sin  in  which  you  live. 

6.  If  you  have  met  with  the  frowns  of  Providence,  perhaps 
this  hath  been  the  cause.  When  you  have  met  with  very  sore 
rebukes  and  chastisements,  that  way  of  sin  hath  probably  been 
your  troubler.  Sometimes  God  is  exceedingly  awful  in  his  deal- 
ings with  his  own  people  in  this  world,  for  their  sins.  Moses 
and  Aaron  were  not  suflfered  to  enter  into  Canaan,  because  they 
believed  not  God,  and  spake  unadvisedly  with  their  lips,  at  the 
waters  of  Meribah.  And  how  terrible  was  God  in  his  dealings 
with  David!  what  affliction  in  his  family  did  he  send  upon  him! 
one  of  his  sons  ravishing  his  sister;  another  murdering  his  bro- 
ther, and  having  expelled  his  father  out  of  hh  kingdom,  openly 
in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  and  in  the  sight  of  the  sun,  defiling  bis 
father^s  concubines  on  the  top  of  the  house^and  at  last  coming 
to  a  miserable  end  ?  Immediately  afler  this  followed  the  rebel- 
lion of  Sbeba  ;  and  he  had  this  uncomfortable  circumstance  at- 
tending the  end  of  his  life,  that  he  saw  another  of  bis  sons  usur- 
ping the  crown. 

How  awfully  did  God  deal  with  Eli,  for  living  in  the  sin  of 
not  restraining  his  children  from  wickedness !  He  killed  his  two 
sons  in  one  day  ;  brought  a  violent  death  upon  Eli  himself;  took 
the  ark  from  him,  and  sent  it  into  captivity  ;  cursed  his  house 
for  ever ;  and  sware  that  the  iniquity  of  his  house  should  not  be 
purged  with  sacrifice  and  ofiering  for  ever ;  that  the  priesthood 
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'  should  be  taken  trom  him.  and  given  (o  another  t'amil)' ;  am 
there  should  nerer  be  on  old  man  in  his  familj. 

Is  not  some  way  of  ein  in  which  you  live,  the  occasion  of 
(he  frowns  and  rebukes  of  Providence  which  jou  have  met  with  T 
True,  it  is  not  ihe  proper  business  of  your  neighbours  to  judge 
JOU  with  respect  to  events  of  Providence  ;  but  you  yourselves 
ought  to  inquire,  therefore  God  is  contending  with  you.  Job. 
ix.  10. 

7.  If  dtath  be  terrible  to  you,  perhaps  this  is  the  fouDdatioD 
of  it.  When  you  think  of  dying,  you  find  you  shrink  back  at 
the  thought.  When  you  have  any  illness,  or  when  there  is  any 
thing  which  seems  any  way  to  threaten  life,  you  find  you  are 
afTrighted  by  it ;  the  thoughts  of  dying,  and  going  into  eternity, 
are  awful  to  you  ;  and  that  although  you  entertain  a  hope  that 
you  are  converted.  If  you  live  in  some  way  of  sin,  probably 
this  is  very  much  the  foundation  of  il.  This  keeps  your  roiiids 
senEual  and  worldly,  and  hinders  a  lively  sense  of  heaven  and 
heavenly  enjoyments.  This  keeps  grace  low,  and  prevents  that 
relish  of  heavenly  enjoyments  which  otherwise  you  would  have. 
This  prevents  your  having  the  comfortable  sense  of  the  divine 
favour  and  presence ;  and  without  that,  no  wonder  you  canoot 
look  death  in  the  face  without  terror. 

The  way  to  have  the  prospect  of  death  comfortable,  and 
to  have  undisturbed  peace  and  quiet  when  we  encounter  death, 
is,  to  walk  closely  with  God,  and  to  be  undetiled  in  Ihe  nay  of 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  God ;  and  that  it  is  otherwise 
lometimeswilh  truly  godly  persons,  is  doubtless  frequently  owing 
to  their  living  in  ways  displeasing  to  God. 

8.  If  you  find  by  these  things  which  have  been  proposed  to 
you,  that  you  have  lived  in  a  way  of  sin,  coni^ider  that  if  you 
henceforward  live  in  the  same  way,  you  will  live  in  known  bid* 
Whether  in  time  past,  il  have  been  known  sin  or  iml,  though  yoa 
may  have  hitherlo  lived  in  it  through  ignorance  or  inadvertence ; 
yet  if  now  you  be  sensible  of  it,  henceforward,  if  you  continue 
in  it  still,  it  will  not  be  a  sin  of  isnorance,  but  you  will  be  proved 
to  be  of  that  class  of  men  who  live  in  wags  of  hnoxen  nin. 


SERHON  VII.* 

A  WARNING  TO  PROFESSORS  OF  RELI6IO  N  :  OR  THE 
GREAT  GUILT  OF  THOSE  WHO  ATTEND  ON  THE  ORDI- 
NANCES OF  DIVIiVE  WORSHIP,  AND  YET  ALLOW  THEM- 
SELVES IN  ANY   KNOWN  WICKEDNESS. 


EzEK.  xxiii.  37,  38,  39. 

That  they  have  committed  adultery^  and  blood  is  in  their  hands  ; 
,4nd  with  their  idols  have  they  committed  adultery^  and  have 
also  caused  their  sons  whom  they  bare  unto  me,  to  pass  for 
them  through  the  fire  to  devour  them*  Moreover^  this  they  have 
done  unto  me :  they  hive  defiled  my  sanctuary  in  the  same  day, 
and  have  profaned  my  Sabbaths.  For  when  they  had  slain  their 
children  to  their  idols^  then  they  came  the  same  day  into  my 
sauctuary  to  profane  it ;  and^  lo !  thus  have  they  done  in  the 
midst  of  mine  house. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Samaria  and  Jerasalem,  or  Israel  and  Judah,  are  here  re- 
presented by  two  women,  Aholah  and  Aholibah  ;  and  their  idola- 
try and  treachery  towards  their  covenant  God  is  represented  by 
the  adultery  of  these  women.  They  forsook  God,  who  was 
their  husband,  and  the  guide  of  their  youth,  and  prostituted 
themselves  to  others*  The  baseness  of.  Aholah  and  Aholibah 
towards  God,  their  husband*  is  here  pointed  out  by  two  things, 
viz.  adultery  and  bloodshed :  7%ey  have  committed  adultery^ 
and  blood  is  in  their  hands. 

1.  They  committed  adultery  with  other  lovers,  viz.  with 
their  idols  :   fVith  their  idols  have  they  committed  adultery, 

2.  They  not  only  committed  adultery,  but  they  took  their 
children,  that  they  bore  to  God,  and  killed  them  for  their  lovers. 
Their  hearts  were  quite  alienated  from  God,  their  husband,  and 

"^  This  Tract  it  the  sabstanee  of  two  postbamova  difcoones  on  thia  text, 
first  printed  at  Edinb.,  1788. 
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God  the  Father  hath  appointed  them,  and  that  by  liii  otto 
They  are  of  Christ's  own  a;)pointiDenI ;  and  he  appointed,  M 
he  hdd  receivi-d  of  the  Father:  John  xii.  49.  "  /  kavt  not 
spoken  of  mynrlf,  hut  thr  Falhtr  lekkh  sent  me.  he  gave  me  com- 
mandiient  what  I  should  my  and  what  I  should  s/)*aAr."  And 
the  Fither  and  Son  more  fully  revealed  and  ratified  thcai  bj 
the  Spiril;  and  they  are  commitled  to  writing  by  the  inspira- 
tion of  Ihc   Holy  Spirit. 

They  are  h'>ly.  in  (hat  God  hath  hallowed  them,  or  conse- 
crated Ihein.  They  are  conversant  about  holy  things  ;  and  God 
ordaijied  ihem,  thiil  in  tliem  we  might  be  conversant  about  bolj 
things.  They  are  for  a  holy  use  ;  and  it  is  God  who,  by  bis  own 
immediate  authorily,  ordained  them  for  that  holy  use;  which 
renders  them  much  more  sacred  than  otherwise  they  would 
have  been. 

4.  They  are  attended  in  Ike  name  of  God,  Thus  we  are 
commanded  to  do  all  that  we  do,  in  word  or  deed,  in  the  name 
of  Chriiit.  Cot.  iii.  I  7. :  which  i->  to  be  understood  especially  of 
our  attendance  on  urtlinaiices.  Ordinances  are  administered  tD 
the  name  of  God,  When  the  word  is  preached  by  authorized 
ministers,  they  speak  in  GodV  name,  as  Christ's  ambaosadors, 
as  co-workers  to!j;ether  with  Christ  :  2  Cor.  v.  20.  J^om  are  »« 
ambassadors  for  Christ;  chap.  vi.  1.  ffe  are  workers  together 
with  him.  When  a  true  minister  preaches,  he  speaks  as  the 
oracle!!  of  Gnd,  I  Pet.  iv.  1 1  ;  and  he  is  to  be  heard  as  one  re- 
preseMlin);  Christ. 

So  in  ndit'iinistering  the  sacraments,  (he  minister  represents 
the  person  of  Christ ;  he  baptises  in  his  name,  and  in  the  Lord'* 
Supper  BtMiids  ill  his  stead-  In  adminiAterinif  church  censures, 
be  »till  acts,  as  the  a|iostle  expresses  it,  in  the  person  of  Christ, 
2  Cor.  ii.  10,  On  the  olher  hand,  the  congregation,  in  their 
addressee  to  Gad  in  ordmances,  as  prayer  and  praise,  act  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  the  Mediator,  as  having  bim  to  represent 
and  as  coming  to  God  by  him. 


Gori's   Ordinances  are  dreadfully/  profaned  by  those  who  attend 
on  them,  and  yet  allow  themselves  in  ways  of  mickedmis. 

Persons  who  come  lo  the  house  of  God,  into  the  holy  npe- 
gence  of  God,  allendint:  (he  duties  and  nrdinances  of  his  public 
worship,  pretending  with  others,  according  to  divine  institution, 
to  call  on  the  name  of  God,  to  praise  him,  lo  hear  hts  word, 
and  commemorate  Christ's  death,  and  who  yet,  at  the  sanM 
time,  are  wittingly  and  iillowedly  going  on  in  wicked  coun 
'  I  any  practice  contrary  lo  the  plain  rules  of  the  v 
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the  midst  of  mine  house,^'  saith  God.     This  doctrine  seems  to 
contain  two  propositions. 


SECT,  L 
The  Ordinances  of  God  are  holy. 

Divine  ordinances  are  holy  in  the  following  respects  : 

1*  They  are  conversant  wholly  and  immediately  aboat 
God,  and  things  divine.  When  we  are  in  the  attendance  on 
the  ordinances  of  divine  worship,  we  are  in  the  special  presence 
of  God.  When  persons  come  and  attend  on  the  ordina  ces  of 
God,  they  are  said  to  come  before  God,  and  to  come  into  his 
presence  :  Jer.  vii.  10.  Come  and  stand  before  me,  in  this  house 
which  is  called  by  my  name  ;  Psal.  c.  2.  Come  into  his  presence  with 
singing* 

In  divine  ordinainces,  persons  have  immediate  intercourse 
with  God,  either  in  applying  to  him,  as  in  prayer  and  singing 
praises,  or  in  receiving  from  him,  waiting  solemnly  and  imme- 
diately on  him  for  spiritual  good,  as  in  hearing  the  word  ;  or  in 
both  applying  to  God  and  receiving  from  him,  as  in  the  sacra- 
ments. They  were  appointed  on  purpose  that  in  them  men 
might  converse  and  hold  communion  with  God.  'We  are  poor, 
ignorant,  blind  worms  of  the  dust ;  and  God  did  not  see  it  meet 
that  our  way  of  intercourse  with  God  should  be  left  to  ourselves  ; 
but  God  hath  given  us  his  ordinances,  as  ways  and  means  of 
conversing  with  him. 

In  these  ordinances,  holy  and  divine  things  are  exhibited 
and  represented.  In  the  preachini^  of  the  word,  holy  doctrines 
and  the  divine  will  are  exhibited  ;  in  the  sacraments,  Christ 
Jesus  and  his  benefits  are  represented  ;  in  prayer  and  praise, 
and  in  the  attendance  on  the  word  and  sacraments,  are  repre- 
sented our  faith,  love  and  obedience. 

2.  The  end  of  God^s  ordinances  is  holy.  The  immediate 
end  is  to  glorify  God.  They  are  instituted  to  direct  us  in  the 
holy  exercises  of  faith  and  love,  divine  fear  and  reverence,  sub- 
mission, thankfulness,  holy  joy  and  sorrow,  holy  desires,  rci^olu- 
tions,  and  hopes.  True  worship  consists  in  these  holy  and  spi- 
ritual exercises ;  and  as  these  divine  ordinances  are  the  ordi- 
nances of  worship,  they  are  to  help  us,  and  to  direct  us  in  such 
a  worship  as  this. 

3.  They  have  the  sanction  of  divine  authority.  They  are 
not  only  conversant  about  a  divine  and  holy  object,  and  designed 
to  direct  and  help  us  in  divine  and  holy  exercises,  but  they 
have  a  divine  and  holy  author.  The  infinitely  great  and  holy 
God  hath  appointed  them,  the  eternal  Three  in  One.  Each 
person  in  the  Trinity  hath  been  concerned  in  their  Institution. 


filth  which  God  infinitely  hates,  aod  so  frequently  to  com^^^H 
the  presence  of  God  !  ^HH^ 

2.  By  making  a  shovr  of  respect  to  God  in  ordinances,  ^dT  1 
then  acting  the  contrary  in  their  lives,  they  do  but  mock  God. 
in  attending  ortliiiances,  Ihey  muke  a  show  of  respect  lo  God. 
By  joining  in  prayer,  in  pubhc  adorations, confeseions,  petitions, 
and  thanksgivings,  they  make  a  show  of  high  thoughts  of  God, 
and  of  humbhng  themselves  before  htm;  of  sorrow  for  their 
sins ;  of  thankfulness  for  mercies,  and  of  a  desire  of  grace  and 
assistance  to  obey  and  serie  God.  By  attending  upon  the 
hearing  of  the  word,  they  make  a  show  of  a  teachable  spirit, 
and  of  a  readiness  to  practise  according  to  the  instructions 
given.  By  attending  on  the  sacraments,  they  make  a  show  of 
faith  in  Christ,  of  choosing  him  for  their  portion,  and  of  spirit- 
ually feeding  upon  him. 

But,  by  their  actions,  they  all  the  while  declare  the  con- 
trary. They  declare  that  they  have  no  high  esleem  of  God, 
but  that  they  despise  him  in  their  hearts.  They  declare,  that 
they  are  so  far  from  repenting  of,  that  Ihey  iiitend  to  continue 
in  their  sins.  They  declare,  that  they  have  no  desire  of  that 
grace  and  assistance  to  live  in  a  holy  manner  for  which  they 
prayed,  and  that  Ihey  had  rather  live  wickedly :  this  is  what 
they  choose,  and,  for  the  present,  are  resolved  upon.  They 
declare,  by  their  actions,  that  there  is  no  truth  in  what  thejr 
pretend  in  hearing  the  word  preached  ;  that  they  had  a  desire 
to  know  what  the  will  of  God  is,  that  they  might  be  direcU'd  in 
their  duty ;  for  they  declare  by  their  actions,  that  they  desire 
not  to  do  the  will  of  God.  and  (hat  they  do  not  intend  any  such 
thing;  but  intend,  on  (he  contrary,  to  disobey  him;  and  (bat 
they  prefer  their  carnal  interests  before  his  authority  and  glory- 

They  declare  by  their  actions,  that  (here  is  no  truth  in 
what  they  pretend  in  their  attendance  on  the  sacraments,  tlitt 
they  desire  to  be  fed  with  spiritual  nourishment,  and  to  be  coo- 
formed  and  assimilated  to  Christ,  and  to  have  communion  with 
him.  They  show  by  their  practices,  that  they  have  no  rerard 
to  Christ;  and  that  they  had  rather  have  their  lustt  gratibed, 
than  to  be  fed  with  his  spiritual  food :  They  show,  thai  Ibey 
desire  not  any  assimilation  to  Christ,  hut  to  he  ditferent  from 
him,  and  of  an  opposite  character  to  him :  They  show,  that 
instead  of  desiring  communion  with  Christ,  they  are  hU  re- 
solved and  allowed  enemies,  wilfully  acting  the  part  of  enemies 
to  Christ,  dishonouring  him,  and  promoting  (he  interest  of  Salto 
against  him. 

Now,  what  can  this  be  else  but  mockery,  to  make  n  show  o^ 
great  respect,  reverence,  love,  and  obedience,  and  at  the  Mine 
time  wilfully  to  declare  the  reverse  in  actions.  If  a  rchcl  or 
traitor  should  send  addresses  to  his  king,  making  a  show  of  great 
loyally  and  fidelity,  and  should  all  the  while  openlv.  and  ift"'"  ' 
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king's  sight,  carry  on  designs  of  dethroning  him,  how  could  his 
addresses  be  considered  as  any  other  than  mockery  ?  If  a  man 
should  how  and  kneel  before  his  superior,  and  use  many  respect- 
ful terms  to  him,  but  at  the  same  time  should  strike  him,  or 
spit  in  his  face,  would  his  bowing  and  his  respectful  terms  be 
looked  upon  in  any  other  light  than  as  done  in  mockery  ?  When 
the  Jews  kneeled  before  Christ,  and  said,  Hail^  King  of  the 
Jewsy  but  at  the  same  time  spit  in  his  face,  and  smote  him  upon 
the  head  with  a  reed  ;  could  their  kneeling  and  salutations  be 
considered  as  any  other  than  mockery  ? 

Men  who  attend  ordinances,  and  yet  willingly  live  in  wick- 
ed practices,  treat  Christ  in  the  same  manner  that  these  Jews 
did.  They  come  to  public  worship,  and  pretend  to  pray  to 
him,  to  sing  his  praises,  to  sit  and  hear  his  word ;  they  come  to 
the  sacrament,  pretending  to  commemorate  his  death.  Thus 
they  kneel  before  him,  and  say,  HaiL  King  of  the  Jezcs  ;  yet  at 
the  same  time  they  live  in  ways  of  wickedness,  which  they 
know  Christ  hath  forbidden,  of  which  he  hath  declared  the 
greatest  hatred,  and  which  are  exceedingly  to  his  dishonour. 
Thus  they  buffet  him,  and  spit  in  his  face.  They  do  as  Judas 
did,  who  came  to  Christ  saying,  Hail^  Master,  and  kissed  him ; 
at  the  same  time  betraying  him  into  the  bands  of  those  who 
sought  his  life. 

How  can  it  be  interpreted  in  any  other  light,  when  men 
come  to  public  worship,  and  attend  ordinances,  and  yet  will  be 
drunkards  and  profane  swearers,  will  live  in  lasciviousness,  in- 
justice, or  some  other  known  wickedness?  If  a  man  should 
pray  to  God  to  keep  him  from  drunkenness,  and  at  the  same 
time  should  put  the  bottle  to  his  own  mouth,  and  drink  himself 
drunk ;  the  absurdity  and  horrid  wickedness  of  his  conduct 
would  be  manifest  to  every  man.  But  the  very  same  thing 
though  not  so  visible  to  us,  is  done  by  those  who  make  profes- 
sion of  great  respect  to  God,  and  pray  God  from  time  to  time  to 
keep  them  from  sin ;  yet  at  the  same  time  have  no  design  to 
forsake  their  known  sins,  but  intend  the  contrary. 

God  sees  men^s  designs  and  resolutions  more  plainly  than 
we  can  see  their  outward  actions ;  therefore  for  a  man  to  pray 
to  God  to  be  kept  from  sin,  and  at  the  same  time  to  intend  to 
sin,  is  mockery  as  visible  to  God  as  if  he  prayed  to  be  kept  from 
some  particular  sin,  which  he  was  at  the  same  time  willingly  and 
allowedly  committing. 

These  persons  are  guilty  of  a  horrid  profanation  of  God's 
ordinances  ;  for  they  make  them  occasions  of  a  greater  affront 
to  God,  the  occasions  of  showing  their  impudence  and  presump- 
tion ;  for  be  who  lives  in  wilful  wickedness,  and  doth  not  enjoy 
the  ordinances  of  God,  is  not  guilty  of  so  great  presumption,  as 
be  who  attends  these  ordinances,  and  yet  allows  himself  in 
wickedness.     This  latter   acts  as  though  he  .came   into   the 
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presence  of  God  on  purpose  to  affront  him-  He  comes  from 
time  to  time  to  hear  the  will  of  God,  and  all  the  while  designs 
disobedience,  and  goes  away  and  acts  directly  contrary  to  it. 

A  servant  would  affront  his  master  by  wilfully  disobeying 
his  commands  in  any  wise.  But  he  would  affront  him  much 
more,  if  he  should  on  every  occasion  come  to  him  to  inquire 
his  will,  as  though  he  were  ready  to  do  whatever  his  master 
would  have  him  do,  and  then  should  immediately  go  away  and 
do  the  contrary, 

3.  They  put  the  ordinances  of  God  to  a  profane  use.  The 
ordinances  of  God  are  holy,  as  they  are  set  apart  of  God  to  an 
holy  use  and  purpose.  They  are  the  worship  of  God,  instituted 
for  the  ends  of  giving  honour  and  glory  to  him,  and  to  be  means 
of  grace  and  spiritual  good  to  us.  But  those  persons  who  at- 
tend these  ordinances,  and  yet  live  in  allowed  wickedness,  aim 
at  neither  of  these  ends :  they,  in  their  attendance  on  ordinances 
neither  aim  to  give  honour  to  God,  or  to  express  any  love,  or  es- 
teem, or  thankfulness;  nor  do  they  sincerely  seek  the  good  of 
their  own  souls.  It  is  not  truly  the  aim  of  any  such  persons 
to  obtain  grace,  or  to  be  made  holy ;  their  actions  plainly  show 
that  this  is  not  their  desire;  they  choose  to  be  wicked,  and  in- 
tend it. 

It  is  not  therefore  to  these  purposes  that  they  improve  the 
holy  ordinances  of  God;  but  they  put  them  to  another  and 
profane  use.  They  attend  ordinances  to  avoid  that  discredit 
which  a  voluntarily  and  habitual  absence  from  them  would 
cause  among  those  with  whom  they  live,  to  avoid  the  punish- 
ment of  human  laws,  or  for  their  worldly  advantage;  to  make 
up  for  other  wickedness,  or  for  some  other  carnal  purposes. 
Thus  they  profane  the  ordinances  of  God,  by  perverting  them  to 
profane  purposes. 

4.  When  persons  thus  treat  God's  holy  ordinances,  it 
tends  to  beget  contempt  of  them  in  others.  When  others  see 
sacred  things  commonly  used  so  irreverently,  and  attended  with 
such  carelessness  and  contempt,  and  treated  without  any  sacred 
regard ;  when  they  see  persons  are  bold  with  them,  treat  them 
without  any  solemnity  of  spirit ;  when  they  see  them  thus  com- 
monly profaned,  it  tends  to  diminish  their  sense  of  their  sacred- 
ness,  and  to  make  them  seem  no  very  awful  things.  In  short, 
it  tends  to  embolden  them  to  do  the  like. 

The  holy  vessels  and  utensils  of  the  temple  and  tabernacle 
were  never  to  be  put  to  a  common  use^  nor  to  be  handled  with- 
out the  greatest  care  and  reverence :  for  if  it  had  been  com- 
monly otherwise,  the  reverence  of  them  could  not  have  been 
maintained ;  they  would  have  seemed  no  more  sacred  than  any 
thing  else.     So  it  is  in  the  ordinances  of  Christian  worship. 
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SECT.  III. 
A  call  to  self' examination. 

Let  this  doctrine  put  all  upon  examining  themselves,  whe* 
ther  they  do  not  allow  themselves  in  known  wickedne^^s.  You 
are  such  as  do  enjoy  the  ordinances  of  divine  worship.  You 
come  into  the  holy  presence  of  God,  attending  on  those  ordi- 
nances, which  God,  by  sacred  authority,  bath  hallowed  and  set 
apart,  that  in  them  we  mi^bt  have  immediate  intercourse  with 
himself;  that  we  might  worship  and  adore  him,  and  express  to 
him  a  humble,  holy,  supreme  respect ;  and  that  in  them  we 
might  receive  immediate  communications  from  him. 

Here  you  come  and  speak  to  God,  pretending  to  express 
your  sense  how  glorious  he  is,  and  how  worthy  that  you  should 
fear  and  love  him,  bumble  yourselves  before  him,  devote  your- 
selves to  him,  obey  him,  and  have  a  greater  respect  to  his  com- 
mands and  to  his  honour,  than  to  any  temporal  interest,  ease,  or 
pleasure  of  your  own.  Here  you  pretend  before  God,  that  you 
are  sensible  how  unworthily  you  have  done  by  sins  committed 
in  times  past,  and  that  you  have  a  great  desire  not  to  do  the 
like  in  time  to  come*  You  pretend  to  confess  your  sins,  and  to 
humble  yourselves  for  them.  Here  you  pray  that  God  would 
give  you  his  spirit  to  assist  you  against  sin,  to  keep  you  from 
the  commission  of  it,  enable  you  to  overcome  temptations,  and 
help  you  to  walk  holily  in  all  your  conversation,  as  though  you 
really  had  a  great  desire  to  avoid  such  sins  as  you  have  been 
guilty  of  in  time  past.  And  the  like  pretences  you  have  made 
in  your  attendance  upon  the  other  ordinances,  as  in  hearing  the 
word,  in  singing  praise,  &c. 

But  consider  whether  you  do  not  horribly  defile  and  pro- 
fane the  public  prayers  and  other  ordinances.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  your  pretences,  and  what  you  seem  to  hold  forth  by 
your  attendance  on  them,  do  you  not  all  the  while  live  in  known 
wickedness  against  God  ?  For  all  your  pretences  of  respect  to 
God,  of  humiliation  for  sin,  and  desires  to  avoid  it,  have  you  not 
come  directly  from  the  allowed  practice  of  known  sin  to  God^s 
ordinances,  and  did  not  at  all  repent  of  what  you  had  done,  nor 
at  all  sorry  for  it  at  the  very  time  when  you  stood  before  God, 
making  these  pretences ;  and  even  had  no  design  of  reformation, 
but  intended  to  return  to  the  same  practice  a^in  after  your  de- 
parture from  the  presence  of  God  ?  I  say.  Hath  not  this,  on 
many  occasions,  been  your  manner  of  coming  and  attending  on 
the  ordinances  of  divine  worship  ?  Not  only  so,  but,  is  it  not 
still  your  manner,  your  common  way  of  attending  upon  these 
ordinances, -even  to  this  very  day  7  Do  you  not  lie  to  God  with 
your  tongues,  when  you  pretend,  that  be  is  a  great  God,  and  that 
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you  are  poor,  guilty  unworthy  creatures,  deserving  his  wrath  by 
the  sins  of  which  you  have  been  guilty  ?  and  when  you  pretend, 
that  >ou  enriiestly  desire  he  would  keep  you  from  the  like  for 
time  to  come?  Are  you  not  guilty  of  horrid  mockery  of  God 
in  it,  when  at  the  same  time  you  design  no  such  thing,  but  the 
contrar}  ? 

Do  you  not  even  the  same  day  that  }0u  come  into  God^fl 
house,  and  to  his  ordinances  allow  yourselves  in  known  sins? 
Do  you  not  with  consent  and  approbation  think  of  the  sinful 
practices,  in  which  you  allow  }0ur^elveA,  and  in  which  you  have 
been  exercising  yourselves  in  the  week  past?  Do  ^ou  not  the 
very  day  in  which  you  altend  ordinances,  allowedly  please  and 
gratify  a  wicked  imat^ination  ?  And  are  you  not  then  perpetra- 
ting wickedness  in  your  thoughts,  and  contriving  the  further 
fulfilment  of  }our  wickedness  ?  Yea,  are  you  not  guilty  of  these 
things  sometimes  even  in  the  very  time  of  your' attendance  on 
ordinances,  when  you  are  in  the  immediate  presence  of  God! 
And  while  others  have  immediate  intercourse  with  God^  and  you 
likewise  pretend  to  the  same  ?  Do  you  not  even  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, allow  yourselves  in  wicked  thoughts  and  imagi- 
nations, voluntarily  wallowing  in  known  wickedness? 

Are  not  some  of  you  guilty  of  allowedly  breaking  God's 
Hol\  Sabbath,  in  maintaining  no  government  of  ^ our  thoughts, 
thinking  indifferently  about  any  thing  that  comes  next  to  mind ; 
and  not  only  thinking,  but  talking  too  about  common,  worldly 
affairs^  And  sometimes  talking  in  such  a  manner,  as  is  not 
suitable  even  oti  other  days  ;  talking  prof  nely,  or  in  an  unclean 
manner,  sporting  and  diverting  yourselves  in  such  conversation 
on  God's  holy  day  ?  Yea,  it  is  well  if  some  have  not  been  thus 
guilty  in  the  very  time  of  attendance  on  the  ordinances  of 
worship. 

Examine  yourselves,  how  it  hath  been  with  you.  You  all 
attend  many  of  the  oroinances  of  divine  worship.  You  come  to 
the  house  of  God,  attend  public  prayers,  smging,  and  preaching 
of  the  word  ;  and  many  of  you  come  to  the  Lord^s  suppert  that 
holy  ordinance,  instituted  for  the  special  commemoratioo  of  the 
greatest  and  most  wonderful  of  all  divine  acts  towards  mankind ; 
for  the  special  and  visible  representation  of  the  most  glorious 
and  wonderful  things  of  our  religion ;  for  the  most  solemn  pro- 
fession and  renewal  of  our  engagement  to  God  ;  and  for  special 
communion  with  Jcmus  Christ.  Let  such  examine  themselves 
whether  the>  do  not  allow  themselves  in  known  sin,  to  the  hor- 
rid profanation  and  pollution  of  thi^  most  sacred  ordinance. 

Examine  and  see  whether  you  do  not  allow  yourselves  in 
some  wa\  of  dealing  with  your  fellow-men,  which  you  have  suf- 
ficient lii;ht  to  know  to  be  evil ;  or  whether  you  do  not  allow 
yourselves  in  a  known  evil  behaviour  towards  some  persoD  or 
persons  of  the  families  to  which  you  respectively  belong,  as  to* 
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wards  your  husbands,  your  wives,  your  children  or  servants  ;  or 
your  neighbours,  in  your  spirit  and  beliaviour  toward>  them,  or 
in  your  talk  of  (hem. 

Examine  whether  you  do  not  some  way  willingly  indulge  an 
unclean  appetite,  in  less  or  grosser  acts  of  uncleanness,  or  in  your 
discourse,  or  in  your  imagination.  Or  do  you  not  give  way  to 
a  lust  afler  strong  drink,  or  indulge  yourselves  in  some  vicious 
excess  in  gratifying  some  sensual  appetite  in  meat  oi  drink  or 
otherwise  ?  Are  you  not  willingly  guilty  of  vanity,  and  extra- 
vagance in  your  conversation. 

Do  you  not,  for  all  your  attendance  on  ordinances,  con- 
tinue in  the  allowed  n^lect  of  your  precious  souls,  neglecting 
secret  prayer  or  some  known  duty  of  private  religion  ?  Or  do 
you  not  allow  yourselves  in  sabbath-breaking? — In  all  these 
ways  are  the  ordinances  of  God^s  sacred  worship  polluted  and 
profaned. 

Men  are  apt  to  act  very  treacherously  and  perversely  in 
the  matter  of  self-examination.  When  they  are  put  upon  ex- 
amining themselves,  the>  very  often  decline  it,  and  will  not  enter 
into  any  serious  examination  of  themselves  at  all.  They  hear 
uses  of  examination  insisted  on,  but  put  them  off  to  others,  and 
never  seriously  apply  them  to  themselves. — And  if  they  do  ex- 
amine themselves,  when  they  are  put  upon  it,  they  are  exceed- 
ingly partial  to  themselves;  they  spare  themselves;  they  do  not 
search,  and  look,  and  pass  a  judgment  according  to  truth :  but 
so  as  unreasonably  to  favour  and  justify  ihemnelveti. — If  they 
can  be  brought  to  examine  themselves  at  all,  whether  they  do 
not  allow  themselves  in  known  wickedness,  although  they  attend 
on  divine  ordinances,  they  will  not  do  it  impartially.  Their 
endeavour  will  not  be  indeed  to  know  the  truth  of  their  rase, 
and  to  give  a  true  answer  to  their  consciences ;  but  to  blind 
themselves,  to  persuade  and  flatter  themselves  that  they  do  not 
allow  themselves  in  known  sin,  whether  it  be  true  or  not. 
There  are  two  thinfi^  especially  wherein  persons  often  act  very 
perversely  and  falsely  in  this  matter. 

1.  Persons  very  often  deal  very  perversely  in  pretending, 
that  the  sins  in  which  they  live  are  not  known  sins.  Nothing 
is  more  common  surely,  than  for  persons  to  flatter  themt^elves 
with  this  concerning  the  wickedness  in  which  they  live.  Let 
that  wickedness  be  almost  what  it  may,  they  will  plead  to  their 
consciences  and  endeavour  to  still  them,  that  there  is  no  evil  in  it, 
or  that  they  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  evil  in  it.  Men^s  own 
consciences  can  best  tell  how  they  are  wont  to  do  in  this  matter. 
— >There  if^  hardly  any  kind  of  wickedness  that  n>en  commit,  but 
they  will  plead  thus  in  excuse  for  it.  They  will  plead  thus 
about  their  cheating  and  injustice,  about  their  hatred  of  their 
neighbours,  about  their  evil  speaking,  about  their  revengeful  spi- 
rit, about  their  excessive  drinkinur,  about  their  Iving,  their  ne- 
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gleet  of  secret  prayer,  their  lasciviousness,  their  unclean  dalli- 
ances ;  yea,  they  will  plead  excuses  for  very  gross  acts  of  ud- 
cleanness,  as  fornication,  adultery  and  what  not.  They  have 
their  vain  excuses  and  carnal  reasonings  in  favour  of  all  their 
evil  actions.  They  will  say,  What  harm,  what  evil  is  there  ia 
such  and  such  an  action  ?  And  if  there  he  a  plain  rule  against 
it,  yet  the}  will  plead  that  their  circumstances  are  peculiar,  and 
that  they  are  excepted  from  the  general  rule ;  that  their  temp- 
tation is  so  great,  that  they  are  excusable ;  or  some  thing  will 
they  find  to  plead. 

If  it  be  some  thing  upon  which  their  lusts  are  much  set, 
and  about  which  they  feel  remorse  of  conscience,  they  will 
never  leave  studying  and  contriving  with  all  the  art  and  subtilty 
of  which  they  are  masters,  till  they  shall  have  found  out  some 
reason,  some  excuse,  with  which  they  shall  be  able  in  some 
measure  to  quiet  their  consciences.  And  whether  after  all  they 
shall  have  made  it  out  to  blind  conscience  or  not,  yet  thej  will 
plead  that  their  argument  is  good,  and  it  is  no  sin  ;  or  if  it  be  a 
sin  it  is  only  a  sin  of  ignorance. — So  men  will  plead  for  the 
wickedness  which  they  do  in  the  dark.  So  without  doubt  some 
very  gross  sinners  plead  to  their  consciences ;  as  would  ap- 
pear, if  we  could  but  look  into  their  hearts  ;  when  indeed  the 
strongest  argument  they  have,  that  in  such  a  thing  there  is  no 
evil^  is  the  strongest  lust  they  have  to  it,  the  inordinate  desire 
they  have  to  commit  it. 

It  was  the  saying  of  one,  Licitis  perimus  wanes  ;  that  is^ 
we  all  perish  by  lawful  things  /  which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  men 
commonly  live  wickedly  and  go  to  hell,  in  those  ways  which 
they  flatter  themselves  to  be  lawful.  Or  at  least  they  flatter 
themselves,  that  they  are  sins  of  ignorance;  they  do  not  know 
them  to  be  unlawful. — Thus,  I  make  no  doubt,  some  will  be 
apt  to  do,  in  applying  to  themselves  this  use  of  examination,  if 
they  can  be  persuaded  to  apply  it  to  themselves  at  all.  Whe- 
ther these  things  be  true  of  you,  let  your  own  consciences  speak, 
you  that  neglect  secret  p  ayer ;  you  that  live  in  secret,  ancleaOi 
lascivious  actions;  you  that  indulge  an  inordinate  appetite  for 
strong  drink;  you  that  defraud  or  oppress  others;  you  that  in- 
dulge a  spirit  of  revenge  and  hatred  towards  your  neighbour.^ 
Here  I  desire  you  to  consider  two  or  three  things. 

(1.)  Not  all  sins,  which  one  knows  not  with  a  certain  know- 
lege  to  be  sinful,  are  justly  called  sins  of  ignorance.  Men  often 
will  excuse  themselves  for  venturing  upon  a  sinful  action  or 
practice,  with  this,  that  they  know  not  that  it  is  sinful ;  which  is 
at  most  true  no  otherwise,  than  as  they  do  not  know  it  to  be 
sinful  with  a  certain  knowledge,  or  with  the  evidence  of  abso- 
lute-demonstration ;  although  at  the  same  time  it  is  a  sin  against 
their  light,  and  against  great  light.  They  have  been  so  taught, 
that  they  have  had  light  enough  to  make  them  sensible  that  it 
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is  displeasing  to  God,  and  not  warranted  or  allowed  by  him. 
And  they  do  in  their  consciences  think  it  to  be  sinful ;  they  are 
secretly  convinced  of  it,  however  they  may  pretend  the  con- 
trary, and  labour  to  deceive  thetnselves  and  to  persuade  them" 
selves  that  they  do  not  thuik  there  is  any  evil  in  it. 

Those  sins  which  are  contrary  to  sutBcient  information  and 
instruction,  and  contrary  to  the  real  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences, or  to  the  judgment  of  their  own  minds ;  whether  there 
be  certain  or  demonstrative  knowledge  or  no  ;  these  are  what  I 
would  be  understood  to  mean,  when  1  speak  of  known  sins^ 
Such  light  as  this,  whether  there  be  absolutely  certain  know-* 
ledge  or  no,  is  sufficient  to  render  the  action  utterly  inexcusable** 
and  to  render  it,  when  allowed,  a  horrible  profanation  and 
pollution  of  the  holy  ordinances  of  God. 

(2.)  It  is  in  vain  for  persons  to  pretend  that  those  are  sins 
of  ignorance,  which  they  have  oilen  and  clearly  heard  testified 
against  from  the  word  of  God>  It  will  be  found  to  be  so  at  last  ^ 
it  will  be  found  to  be  a  vain  thing  for  persons  who  have  lived 
under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  where  all  manner  of  ini(]|uity 
is  testified  against,  if  they  live  in  immoral  and  vicious  practices, 
to  pretend  that  they  are  sins  of  ignorance ;  unless  the  case  be 
very  peculiar  and  extraordinary. 

(3.)  It  is  in  vain  for  you  to  pretend  that  those  are  sins  of  ig-r 
norance,  of  which  you  would  not  dare  to  proceed  in  the  prac-^ 
tice,  if  you  knew  that  your  soul  was  to  be  required  of  you  tbi» 
night.  Persons  do  many  things,  for  which  they  plead,  and  pre-r 
tend  they  think  there  is  no  evil  in  them,  who  yet  would  as  bood 
eat  fire,  as  do  the  same,  if  they  knew  that  they  were  to  stand  be-' 
fore  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ  within  four  and  twenty  hours^r 
This  shows  that  persons  do  but  prevaricate,  when  they  pretend 
that  their  sins  are  sins  of  ignorance. 

2.  Another  way  wherein  men  deal  falsely  and  perversely  in 
this  matter,  is,  in  pretending  that  they  do  not  allow  themselves 
in  those  sins  which  they  practise.  They  either  pretend  thai 
they  know  them  not  to  be  sins,  or  if  they  cannot  but  own  that, 
then  they  will  say,  they  do  not  allow  themselves  in  them ;  and 
so  they  hope  God  is  not  very  much  provoked  by  them.  They 
pretend  this,  though  they  make  a  trade  of  them.  They  go  on 
repeating  one  act  after  another,  without  ever  seriously  repent- 
ing of  the  past,  or  resolving  against  future  acts.  But  take  heed 
that  you  do  not  deceive  yourselves  in  this  matter ;  for  such  pre-" 
tences,  however  they  do  something  towards  stilling  your  con- 
sciences now,  will  do  nothing  when  you  come  to  stand  before 
your  righteous  and  holy  Judge. 
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SECT.  IV. 


Address  to  such  as  attend  ordinances^  and  yet  allow  themselves 

in  known  sin. 

Consider  how  holy  and  sacred  the  ordinances  of  God  are : 
what  mockery  yoa  are  guilty  of  in  making  such  a  show,  and 
'Such  pretences  in  attending  ordinances,  and  yet  Toluntarily  act- 
ing  the  reverse  of  what  you  pretend.  Consider  that  there  is  no 
sort  of  sinners  with  whom  God  is  so  provoked,  and  who  stand 
so  guilty  before  him,  as  the  profaners  of  his  ordinances.  The 
fire  of  God^s  wrath  is  kindled  by  none  so  much  as  by  the  pol- 
luters of  holy  things.  They  are  represented  as  those  who  are 
especially  guilty  before  God,  in  the  third  commandment :  T%e 
Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  veAu 
Why  is  this  annexed  to  this  command,  rather  than  to  any  other 
of  the  ten,  but  because  the  breach  of  it  especially  renders  a  man 
guilty  in  the  sight  of  God  ? 

The  taking  of  God's  name  in  vain  includes  the  proiana- 
tion  and  pollution  of  ordinances  and  holy  things.  They  do  in 
a  very  dreadful  manner  take  God's  name  in  vain,  who  attend 
on  his  ordinances,  and  yet  live  in  known  sin ;  for,  as  we  have 
shown,  they  manifest  the  greatest  irreverence  for  him,  and  con- 
tempt of  divine  things.  They  manifest  a  contempt  of  bis  aa- 
thority,  a  contempt  of  the  business  and  design  of  bis  ordinances, 
and  a  most  careless  and  irreverent  spirit  in  things  wherein  they 
have  immediate  converse  with  God.  Ordinances,  as  we  have 
shown,  are  attended  in  the  name  of  God;  and  therefore,  by 
such  an  attendance  on  them,  the  name  of  God  is  greatlv  pro- 
faned. You  that  attend  ordinances  in  such  a  manner,  take  the 
name  of  God  so  much  in  vain,  that  you  use  it  only  in  mockery, 
and  so  as  to  expose  it  to  contempt.  Such  a  way  of  attendii^ 
ordinances  is  a  trampling  of  all  that  is  sacred  under  fooL 

We  have  in  scripture  scarce  any  such  awful  instances  of 
the  immediate  and  miraculous  vengeance  of  God,  as  on  the  pro- 
faners of  holy  things.  How  did  God  consume  Nadab  and  Abihu 
for  offering  strange  fire  before  him !  How  did  he  break  forth 
upon  Uzza,  for  handling  the  ark  with  too  much  irreverence! 
2  Sam.  vi.  6,  7.  And  how  did  he  break  forth  on  (Ae  children  of 
Israel  at  Bethshemesh^  for  profaning  the  ark!  He  smote  of  the 
people  fifty  thousand  three  score  and  ten  men^  as  in  1  Sam.  vi.  19. 

And  God  hath  threatened  in  the  New  Testament,  that  if 
any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy ;  for 
the  temple  of  God  is  holy^  1  Cor.  iii.  1 7.  There  is  an  emphasis 
in  the  expression.  God  will  destroy  all  sinners,  let  it  be 
what  sin  it  will,  which  they  commit,  and  in  which  they  continue ; 
and  yet  it  is  said.   If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  Godn  him 
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aliall  God  destroy^  as  if  it  had  been  said,  there  is  somelhing  pe- 
culiar in  the  case,  and  God  is  especially  provoked  to  destro}* 
such  and  consume  them  in  the  fire  of  his  wrath ;  and  he  will 
indeed  destroy  them  with  a  destruction  especially  dreadful. 

So  God  hath  declared.  Gal.  vi.  7.  that  he  will  not  be 
mocked;  i.  e.  if  any  presume  to  mock  him,  they  will  find  him, 
by  experience,  to  be  no  contemptible  being.  God  will  vindi- 
cate his  holy  majesty  from  the  contempt  of  those  who  dare  to 
mock  him,  and  he  will  do  it  elfectually:  they  shall  fully  find 
how  dreadful  a  being  he  is,  whose  name  they  have  daringly 
profaned  and  polluted.  Defilers  and  profaners  of  ordinances, 
by  known  and  allowed  wickedness,  provoked  God  more  than  the 
Heathen,  who  have  no  ordinances.  Thus  the  wickedness  of 
Judah  and  Jerusalem  is  said  to  be  far  worse  than  that  of  Sodom, 
though  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  were,  as  we  have  reason  to 
think,  some  of  the  worst  of  the  Heathens.  See  Ezek.  xvi.  46, 
47,  &c.  The  sin  of  Sodom  is  here  spoken  of  as  a  light  thing 
ID  comparison  with  the  sins  of  Judah.  And  what  should  be 
the  reasoDybut  that  Judah  enjoyed  holy  things  which  they  pro- 
faned and  polluted,  which  Sodom  had  no  opportunity  to  do  ?  for 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  Judah  otherwise  arrived  to  the 
same  pass  that  Sodom  had. 

Consider  therefore,  ye  who  allow  yourselves  in  known 
wickedness,  and  live  in  it,  who  yet  come  to  the  house  of  God, 
and  to  his  ordinances  from  time  to  time,  without  any  serious 
design  of  forsaking  your  sins,  but,  on  the  contrary,  with  an  in- 
tention of  continuing  in  them,  and  who  frequently  so  from  the 
house  of  God  to  your  wicked  practices ;  consider  now  guilty 
you  have  made  yourselves  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  how  dread- 
fully God  is  provoked  by  you.  It  is  a  wonder  of  God^s  pa- 
tience, that  he  doth  not  break  forth  upon  you,  and  strike  you 
dead  in  a  moment ;  for  you  profane  holy  things  in  a  more  dread- 
ful maner  than  Uzza  did,  when  yet  God  struck  him  dead  for 
his  error.  And  whereas  he  was  struck  dead  for  only  one  of- 
fence ;  you  are  guilty  of  the  same  sin  from  week  to  week,  and 
from  day  to  day. 

It  is  a  wonder,  that  God  suffers  you  to  live  upon  earth ; 
that  he  bath  not,  with  a  thunderbolt  of  his  wrath,  struck  you 
down  to  the  bottomless  pit  lone  ago.  Yoo  that  are  allowedly 
and  voluntarily  livine  io  sin,  who  have  gone  on  hitherto  in  iio, 
are  still  going  on,  and  do  not  design  any  other  than  to  go  on  yet ; 
it  is  a  wonder  that  the  Almighty's  thunder  lies  still,  luid  sufiers 
yoQ  to  sit  in  his  bouse,  or  to  live  upon  earth.  It  is  a  wonder 
that  the  earth  will  bear  you,  and  that  hell  doth  not  swallow  you 
up.  it  if  a  wonder  that  fire  doth  not  come  down  from  heaven, 
or  come  op  from  bell,  and  devoor  joo  ;  that  bell'flames  do  not 
enlarge  tbemadTes  to  wtmcb  j€fa^  and  that  the  bottomleM  pit 
hath  not  swallowed  jros  op. 
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However,  that  you  are  as  yet  borne  with,  is  no  argument 
that  your  damnation  slumbers.  The  anger  of  God  is  not  like 
the  passions  of  men,  that  it  should  be  in  haste.  There  is  a  day 
of  vengeance  and  recompense  appointed  for  the  vessels  of 
wrath;  and  when  the  day  shall  have  come,  and  the  iniquity 
shall  be  full,  none  shall  deliver  out  of  God^s  hand.  Then  will 
he  recompense,  even  recompense  into  your  bosoms. 


SERMON  YIII. 


THE  FINAL  JUDGMENT,  OR  THE  WORLD  JUDGED 
RIGHTEOUSLY  Ac.  B\  JESUS  CHRIST. 


Acts  xvii.  31. 

Because  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he  will  judge  the 
world  in  righteousness ^  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained, 

INTRODUCTION. 

These  words  are  a  part  of  the  speech  which  Paul  made 
ID  Mars-Hill,  a  place  of  concourse  ot  the  judges  and  learned 
men  of  Athens.  Athens  was  the  principal  city  of  that  part  of 
Greece  which  was  formerly  a  commonwealth  by  itself,  and  was 
the  most  noted  place  in  the  whole  world  for  learning,  philosophy, 
and  human  wisdom  ;  and  it  continued  so  for  many  age{^ ;  till  at 
length  the  Romans  havmg  conquered  Greece,  its  renown  from 
that  time  began  to  diminish ;  and  Rome  having  borrowed  learning 
of  it,  began  to  rival  it  in  science,  and  in  the  polite  and  civil  arts. 
However,  it  was  still  very  famous  in  the  days  of  Christ  and  the 
apostles,  and  was  a  place  of  concourse  for  wise  and  learned 
men. 

Therefore,  when  Paul  came  thither,  and  began  to  preach 
concerning  Jesus  Christ,  a  man  who  had  lately  been  crucified 
at  Jerusalem,  (as  in  the  18th  verse,)  the  philosophers  thronged 
about  him,  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say.  The  strangeness  of  his 
doctrine  excited  their  curiosity ;  for  they  spent  their  time  in 
endeavouring  to  find  out  new  things,  and  valued  themselves 
greatly  upon  their  being  the  authors  of  new  discoveries,  as  we 
are  informed  in  ver.  21.  They  despised  his  doctrine  in  their 
hearts,  and  esteemed  it  very  ridiculous,  calling  the  apo^tle  a 
babbler  ;  for  the  preaching  of  Christ  crucified  was  to  the  Greeks 
foolishness,  1  Cor.  i.  23.  yet  the  Epicurean  and  Stoic  p'hiloso- 
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phers,  tvfo  different  sects,  had  a  mind  to  hear  what  the  babbler 
had  to  say. 

Upon  this  Paul  rises  ap  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  makes  a 
speech  ;  and  as  he  speaks  to  philosophers  and  men  of  leamingi 
he  speaks  quite  differeiitlj  from  his  common  mode  of  address. 
There  is  evidently,  in  his  discourse,  a  greater  depth  of  thought, 
more  philosophical  reasoning,  and  a  more  elevated  style,  than 
are  to  be  found  in  his  ordinary  discourses  to  common  men. 
His  speech  is  such  as  was  likely  to  draw  the  attention,  and 
gain  the  assent  of  philosophers.  He  shows  himself  to  be  no 
babbler,  but  a  man  who  could  offer  such  reason,  as  they,  however 
they  valued  themselves  upon  their  wisdom,  were  not  able  to 
gainsay.  His  practice  here  is  agreeable  to  what  he  saith  of  him- 
self, 1  Cor.  \tC.  22.  "  that  he  became  all  things  to  all  men,  that 
he  might  by  all  means  save  some."'  He  not  only  to  the  weak 
became  as  weak,  that  he  might  gain  the  weak ;  but  to  the  wise 
he  became  as  wise,  that  he  might  gain  the  wise. 

In  the  first  place,  he  reasons  with  them  concerning  their 
worship  of  idols.  He  declares  to  them  the  true  God,  and  points 
out  how  unreasonable  it  is  to  suppose,  that  he  delights  in  such 
superstitious  worship.  Fie  begins  with  this,  because  they  were 
most  likely  to  hearken  to  it,  as  being  so  evidently  agreeable  to 
the  natural  light  of  human  reason,  and  also  agreeable  to  what 
some  of  their  own  poets  and  philosophers  had  said,  (yer.  28.) 
He  beeins  not  immediately  to  tell  them  about  Jesus  Christ,  his 
dying  for  sinners,  and  his  resurrection  from  the  dead ;  but  fint 
draws  their  attention  with  that  to  which  they  were  more  likely 
to  hearken ;  and  then,  havingthus  introduced  himself,  he  proceeds 
to  speak  concerning  Jesus  Christ. 

He  tells  them,  the  times  of  this  ignorance  concerning  the 
true  God,  in  which  they  had  hitherto  been,  God  winked  at ;  he 
suffered  the  world  to  lie  in  heathenish  darkness ;  but  now  the 
appointed  time  was  come,  when  he  expected  men  should  every 
where  repent;  ^^ because  he  had  appointed  a  day,  in  the  which 
he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness,  by  that  man  whom  he 
hath  ordained.^^  As  an  enforcement  to  the  duty  of  turning  to 
God  from  their  ignorance,  superstition,  and  idolatry,  the  apostle 
brings  in  this,  that  God  had  appointed  such  a  day  of  judgment. 
And  as  a  proof  of  this,  he  brin^  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from 
the  dead. 

Concerning  the  words  of  the  text,  we  may  observe, 
That  in  them  the  apostle  speaks  of  the  general  judgment : 
He  will  judge  the  world. — The  time  when  this  shall  be,  on  the 
appointed  day  :  He  hath  appointed  a  day, — How  the  world  is 
to  be  judged  :  In  righteousness. — The  man  by  whom  it  is  to  be 
judged :  Christ  Jesxis^  whom  God  raised  from  the  dead. 
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Doctrine.  There  is  a  day  comiog,  in  which  there  will 
be  a  geDeral  righteous  judgment  of  the  whole  world,  by 
Jesus  Christ. 

In  speaking  upon  this  subject,  I  shall  show,  That  God  is  the 
supreme  judge  of  the  world.  That  there  is  a  time  coming, 
when  God  will,  in  the  most  pubhc  and  solemn  manner,  judge 
the  whole  world.  That  the  person  by  whom  he  will  judge  it, 
is  Jesus  Christ.  That  the  transactions  of  that  day,  will  be 
greatly  interesting,  and  truly  awful.  That  all  shall  be  done  in 
righteousness.  And,  finally,  I  shall  take  notice  of  those  things 
which  shall  be  immediately  consequent  upon  the  judgment. 

SECT.  I. 

God  is  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World, 

1 .  God  is  so  by  right.  He  is,  by  right,  the  supreme  and 
absolute  ruler  and  disposer  of  all  things,  both  in  the  natural 
and  moral  world.  The  rational,  understanding  part  of  the 
creation,  is,  indeed,  subject  to  a  diflerent  sort  of  government 
from  that  to  which  irrational  creatures  are  subject.  God  go- 
verns the  sun,  moon,  and  stars ;  he  governs  even  the  motes  of 
dust  which  fly  in  the  air.  Not  a  hair  of  our  heads  falleth  to 
the  ground  without  our  heavenly  Father.  God,  also,  governs 
the  brute  creatures ;  by  his  providence,  he  orders,  according  to 
his  own  decrees,  all  events  concerning  those  creatures.  And 
rational  creatures  are  subject  to  the  same  sort  of  government; 
all  their  actions,*  and  all  events  relating  to  them,  being  ordered 
by  superior  providence,  according  to  absolute  decrees  ;  so  that 
no  event  that  relates  to  them,  ever  happens  without  the  dispo- 
sal of  God,  according  to  his  own  decrees.  The  rule  of  this 
government,  is  God^s  wise  decree,  and  nothing  else. 

But  rational  creatures,  because  they  are  intelligent  and  vo- 
luntary agents,  are  the  subjects  of  another  kind  of  government. 
They  are  so  only  with  respect  to  those  of  their  actions,  in  which 
they  are  causes  hy  counsel^  or  with  respect  to  their  voluntary 
actions.  The  government  of  which  I  now  speak,  is  called 
moral  government,  and  consists  in  two  things — in  giving  laws, 
and  in  judging. 

God  is,  with  respect  to  this  sort  of  government,  by  right 
the  sovereign  ruler  of  the  world.  He  is  possessed  of  this  right 
by  reason  of  his  infinite  greatness  and  excellency,  by  which  he 
merits,  and  is  perfectly  and  solely  fit  for,  the  office  of  supreme 
ruler.  He  that  is  so  excellent  as  to  be  infinitely  worthy  of  the 
highest  respect  of  the  creature,  hath,  therebyi  a  right  to  that 

*  Ezoept  u  the  J  are  tinfid;  for  the  tinfuhusi  of  aetioos  iB  not  included  in 
the  decreet  of  God,  who  is  pure  act  from  eternity  to  eternity. 


l-KACTICAL    SKKMOKS. 

respect ;  he  deserves  it  by  a  merit  of  condignitjr ;  so  thatJ 
t  iDJiistice  to  lietiy  it  to  him.  And  he  that  is  perfectly  wi»d 
p  true,  mill  i"  i"ily  f"J  rcgardeii,  halh  a  right  in  evtrj  thing  to  be  r^^ 
r gariluil,  Hi'd  ti>  have  hit  deleimiiiHliotiB  altended  Id  and  obeyed. 
Gnd  halh.  also,  a  right  lo  the  charaoier  o(  su|>re[tie  ruler, 
b)  reason  of  the  lih-olnte  dependence  of  every  creature  on  hiro. 
All  crenliireB,  and  rational  crealtiieB  no  less  than  others,  are 
wholly  derived  fmni  him,  and  every  moment  are  wholly  de- 
pendent ujion  him  fgr  bein^,  and  for  all  good  :  so  thai  they  are 
properly  his  possession.  And  as,  by  virtue  of  this,  he  hath  & 
right  to  give  his  creatures  whatever  rules  of  conduct  he  pleases, 
or  whatever  rules  are  agreeable  lo  his  own  wisdom;  so  the 
mind  and  will  of  the  creature  ought  to  be  entirely  conformed 
I  to  the  nature  and  will  of  the  Creator,  and  to  the  rules  he  gives 

that  lire  expressive  of  it. 
I  For  the  same  reason,  he  bath  a  right  to  jvdgt  tlieir  actions 

t   and  conduct,  and  lo  fulfil  the  sanction  of  his  law.     He  who  halb 
r  an  absolute  and  independent  right  to  gi^e  laws,  hath,  evermore, 
the  same  right  lo  judge  those  to  whom  the  laws  are  given.      It 
is  ab'oliilely  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  judjje  of  reason-, 
able  creatures  ;  and  sanctions,  or  rewards  and  punishmeoU,  an- 
nexed to  rule»  of  conduct,  are  necessary  to  the  being  of  laws. 
A  person  may  instruct  another  without  sanclions.  but  Dot  ^va 
laws.       However,  ihese  Kanctions  themselves  are  vain,  are  si 
good  as  none,    without   a  judge  to  determine  the  execution  of 
them.     As  God  halh  a  right  (o   be  Judge,  so  ha'h  he  a  right  to 
be  the   suprrme  judge  ;    and  none  halh  a   right  to  reverse  his 
I  judgmetits,  lo  receive  appeals  from  him,  or  to  say  to  him,  Why 
>  judgest  thou  thus  ? 

2.  God  is  in  /act  the  supreme  judge  of  the  world.      He 
hath  power  sufficient  to  vindicate  his  own  right.      As  he  hatha 
I    right  which  cannot  be  disputed,  so  he  halh  power  which  can- 
not be  rontrolled.     He  is  possessed  of  omnipotence,  wherewith 
to  maintain  his  dominion  over  the  world  ;  and  he  doih  main- 
tain his  dominion  in  the  moral  art  well  as  the  natural  norld. 
Mi-n  may    refuse  subjection  to  God  as  a    lawgiver:  titej    may 
shake  olf  the  yoke  of  his   laws  by    rebellion;  yet  they  cannot 
withdraw  them-dves  from  his  judgment.      Although  they   will 
,    not  hiive  God  for  their  lawgiver,  yet  they  shall  have  him  for 
.    their  judge.     The  strongest  of  creatures  ran  do  nolhing  to  con- 
L  (rol  God.  or  to  avoid  him  while  acting  in  his  judicial  capacity. 
I   He  is  ablelo  bring  I  hem  to  his  judgment-seat,  and  is  also  ablo  to 
I  execute  Ihe  sentence  which  he  shall  pronounce. 

T^ierc  was  once  n  notable  attempt  made  by  oppositioD  o( 
power  entirely  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  moral  governmciit 
of  God.  hfilh  as  lawgiver,  and  as  judge.  This  attempt  was 
mtide  by  llic  angels,  the  most  mighty  of  creatures;  but  Hiqjr 
miserably  failed  in  it:  God  notwithstanding  acted  as  (heirjt^^ 
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ia  casting  those  proud  spirits  out  of  heaven,  and  binding  them 
in  chains  of  darkness  unto  a  further  judgment,  and  a  further 
execution*  God  is  wise  in  heart  and  mighty  in  strength  ;  who 
hath  hardened  himself  against  him^and  hath  prospered?  Job 
ix.  4.  Wherein  the  enemies  of  God  deal  proudly,  he  is  above 
them.  He  ever  hath  acted  as  judge  in  bestowing  what  rewards, 
and  inflicting  what  punishments  he  pleased  on  the  children  of 
men.  And  so  he  doth  still ;  he  is  daily  fulfllling  the  promises 
and  threatenings  of  the  law,  in  disposing  of  the  souls  of  the 
children  of  men,  and  so  he  evermore  will  act. 

God  acteth  as  judge  towards  the  children  of  men  more 
especially. 

(1.)  In  man^s  particular  judgment  at  deaths  Then  the 
sentence  is  executed,  and  the  reward  bestowed  in  part;  which 
is  not  done  without  a  judgment.  The  soul,  when  it  departs 
from  the  body,  appears  before  God  to  be  disposed  of  by  him, 
according  to  his  law.  But  by  this  appearing  before  God,  to  be 
judged  at  death,  we  need  understand  no  more  than  this,  that  the 
soul  is  made  immediately  sensible  of  the  presence  of  God ;  God 
manifesting  himself  immediately  to  the  soul,  with  the  glory  and 
majesty  of  a  judge  ;  that  the  sins  of  the  wicked,  and  the  right- 
eousness  of  the  saints,  are  brought  by  God  to  the  view  of  theif 
consciences,  so  that  they  know  the  reason  of  the  sentence  given^ 
and  their  consciences  are  made  to  testify  to  the  justice  of  it; 
and  that  thus  the  will  of  God  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  law,  in 
their  reward  or  punishment,  is  made  known  to  them  and  exe- 
cuted.    This  is  undoubtedly  done  at  every  man^s  death. 

(2)  In  the  great  and  general  judgment,  when  all  men  shall 
together  appear  before  the  judgment-seat  to  be  judged :  which 
judgment  will  be  much  more  solemn,  and  the  sanctions  of  the 
law  will  to  a  further  degree  be  fulfilled. — But  this  brings  me  to 
another  branch  of  tbe  subject. 

SECT.  II. 

Thai  there  is  a  time  coming  when  God  will,  in  the  most  public 
and  solemn  manner,  juage  the  whole  world  of  mankind. 

The  doctrine  of  a  seneral  judgment  is  not  sufficiently  dis- 
coverable by  the  light  of  nature.  Indeed  some  of  the  heathens 
had  some  obscure  notions  concerning  a  future  judgment.  But 
the  light  of  nature,  or  mere  unassisted  reason,  was  not  sufficient 
to  instruct  the  world  of  fallen  men  in  this  doctrine.  It  is  one 
of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  revelation,  a  doctrine  of  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  There  were  indeed  some  hints  of  it  in  the 
Old  Testament,  as  in  Psal.  xcvi.  13.  The  Lord  cometh  to  judge 
the  world  with  righteousness^  and  his  people  with  his  truth.  And 
Eccl.  xii.  14.     For  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judgment, 
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werld  hath  Satan  usurped  the  dominiou,  and  set  up  himself 
of  God,  in  opposition  to  the  true  God  ? 

Now,  how  agreeable  to  reason  is  it,  that  God,  in  the  winding 
up  of  things,  when  the  present  state  of  mankind  shall  come  to  a 
conclusion,  should  in  the  most  open  and  public  manner,  manifest 
his  dominion  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  by  bringing  them 
all,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  kings  and  subjects,  together 
before  him  to  be  judged  with  respect  to  all  that  they  ever  did 
in  the  world :  that  he  should  thus  openly  discover  his  dominion 
in  this  world,  where  his  authority  hath  been  so  much  questioned, 
denied,  and  proudly  opposed  ?  That  those  very  persons,  who 
have  thus  denied  and  opposed  the  authority  of  God,  should  be 
themselves,  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  brought  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  God?  That  however  God  be. not  now  visibly  pre- 
sent upon  earth,  disposing  and  judging  in  that  visible  manner 
that  earthly  kings  do  ;  yet  at  the  conclusion  of  the  world  he 
should  make  his  dominion  visible  to  all*  and  with  respect  to  all 
mankind,  so  that  every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  even  they  who 
have  denied  him,  shall  find,  that  God  is  supreme  Lord  of  them, 
and  of  the  whole  world  ? 

2.  The  end  of  judgment  will  be  more  fully  answered  by  a  pub* 
lie  and  general,  than  only  by  a  particular  and  private  judgment. 
The  end  for  which  there  is  any  judgment  at  all  is  to  display 
and  glorify  the  righteousness  of  God  ;  which  end  is  more  fully 
accomplished  by  calling  men  to  an  account,  bringing  their  actions 
to  the  trial,  and  determining  their  state  according  to  them,  the 
whole  world,  both  angels  and  men,  being  present  to  behold, 
than  if  the  same  things  should  be  done  in  a  more  private  way. 
At  the  day  of  judgment  there  will  be  the  most  glorious  display 
of  the  justice  of  God  that  ever  was  made.  Then  God  will  ap« 
pear  to  be  entirely  righteous  towards  every  one  :  the  justice  of 
all  his  moral  government  will  on  that  day  be  at  once  discovered. 
Then  all  objections  will  be  removed  ;  the  conscience  of  every 
man  shall  be  satisfied ;  the  blasphemies  of  the  ungodly  will  be 
for  ever  put  to  silence,  and  argument  will  be  given  for  the  saints 
and  angels  to  praise  God  forever:  Rev.  x\x.  1,  2,  Jlnd  after 
these  things  I  heard  a  great  voice  of  much  people  in  heaven^  say* 
ingn  Alleluia;  Salvation,  and  glory  ^  ana  honour ,  and  power  oe 
to  the  Lord  our  God;  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments » 
3.  It  is  very  agreeable  to  reason,  that  the  irr^ularities 
which  are  so  open  and  manifest  in  the  world,  should,  when  the 
world  comes  to  an  end,  be  publicly  rectified  by  the  supreme 
governor.  The  infinitely  wise  God,  who  made  this  world  to  be 
a  habitation  for  men,  and  placed  mankind  to  dwell  here,  and 
hath  appointed  man  his  end  and  work,  must  take  care  of  the 
order  and  good  government  of  the  world  which  he  hath  thus 
made.  He  is  not  regardless  how  things  proceed  here  on  earth : 
it  would  be  a  reproach  to  his  wisdom,  and  to  the  perfect  recti- 


tude  01  his  ri^'.*:rt,  tosapposc  eo.  This  world  is  a  world  oi  con- 
fusion ;  it  hath  been  filled  with  irregalaritj  and  coofauon^  crer 
since  the  fail ;  and  the  irregvjlarities  of  it  are  not  only  priraie, 
relating  to  the  actions  of  particular  persons ;  bat  states,  king- 
doms, nations,  churches,  cities,  and  all  societies  of  men  in  all 
ages,  have  hecn  full  of  public  irregularities.  The  afiairs  of  tbe 
world,  so  far  as  they  are  in  the  hands  of  men,  are  carried  on  in 
the  most  irregular  and  confused  manner. 

Though  justice  sometimes  takes  place,  yet  how  often  do 
injustice,  cruelty  and  oppression  prevail !  How  often  are  the 
rit^tcous  condemned,  and  the  wicked  acquitted  and  rewarded ! 
How  common  is  it  for  the  virtuous  and  pious  to  be  depressed, 
and  the  wicked  to  be  advanced  !  How  many  thousands  of  the 
best  men  have  suffered  intolerable  cruelties  merely  for  their 
virtue  and  ^(?ty,  and  in  this  world  have  had  no  help,  no  refogc 
to  fly  to.  The  world  is  very  much  ruled  by  the  pride,  covet- 
ousncsfl.  and  passions  of  men.  Solomon  takes  much  notice  of" 
such  like  irrcc;ularitie8  in  the  present  state,  (in  his  book  of  Ec- 
clesiastes,)  whereby  he  shows  the  vanity  of  the  world. 

Now,  how  reasonable  is  it  to  suppose,  that  God,  when  he 
shall  come  and  put  an  end  to  the  present  state  of  mankind,  will, 
in  an  open,  public  manner,  the  whole  world  being  present,  rec- 
tify all  these  disorders !  and  that  he  will  bring  all  things  to  a 
trial  by  a  general  judgment,  in  order  that  those  who  have  been 
oppressed,  may  be  delivered  ;  that  the  righteous  canse  nay  be 
pleaded  and  vmdicated,  and  wickedness,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved, honoured,  and  rewarded,  may  receive  its  due  disgrace 
and  punishment ;  that  the  proceedings  of  kings  and  earthly 
judges  may  be  inquired  into  by  him,  whose  eyes  are  as  a  flame 
of  nre ;  and  that  the  public  actions  of  men  may  be  publicly 
examined  and  recompensed,  according  to  their  desert!  How 
agreeable  is  it  to  divine  wisdom  thus  to  order  things,  and  how 
worthy  of  the  supreme  governor  of  the  world ! 

4.  By  a  public  and  general  judgment,  God  more  fblly  ac- 
complishes the  reward  he  designs  for  the  godly,  and  the  pan- 
ishment  he  designs  for  the  wicked.  One  part  of  tfie  reward 
which  God  intends  for  his  saints,  is  the  honour  which  he  intends 
to  bestow  upon  them.  He  will  honour  them  in  the  most  public 
and  open  manner,  before  the  aneels,  before  all  mankind,  and 
before  them  that  hated  them.  And  it  is  most  suitable  diat  it 
should  be  so ;  it  is  suitable  that  those  holy,  humble  souls,  that 
have  been  hated  by  wicked  men,  have  been  cruelly  treated, 
and  put  to  shame  by  them,  and  who  have  been  haughtily  do- 
mineered over,  should  be  openly  acquitted,  commended,  and 
crowned,  before  all  the  world. 

So  one  part  of  the  punishment  of  the  ungodly,  will  be  the 
open  shame  and  disgrace  which  they  shall  suffer.  Althmuli 
many  of  them  have  proudly  lifted  up  their  heads  in  thu  world, 


b£R.  VIII.  (Jod  is  the  St^rtme  Judge.  380 

have  had  a  very  high  thought  of  themselves,  and  have  obtained 
outward  honour  among  men  ;  yet  God  will  put  them  to  open 
shame,  by  showing  all  their  wickedness-  and  moral  filthiness 
before  the  whole  assembly  of  angels  and  men ;  by  manifesting 
his  abhorrence  of  them,  in  placing  them  upon  his  lefl  hand, 
among  devils  and  foul  spiritsj  and  by  turning  them  away  into 
the  most  loathsome,  as  well  as  most  dreadful  pit  of  hell,  to 
dwell  there  for  ever. — Which  ends  ma)  be  much  more  fully 
accomplished  in  a  general,  than  in  a  particular  judgment. 

SECT.  III. 
The  world  will  be  judged  by  Jesus  Christ. 

The  person  by  whom  God  will  judge  the  world,  is  Jesus 
Christ,  God-man.  The  second  person  in  the  Trinity,  that 
same  person  of  whom  we  read  in  our  Bibles,  who  was  bom  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  lived  in  Galilee  and  Judea,  and  was,  at  last, 
crucified  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  will  come  to  judge  the 
world,  both  in  his  divine  and  human  nature ;  in  the  same  human 
body  that  was  crucified,  and  rose  again,  and  ascended  up  into 
heaven  :  Acts  i.  1 1 .  This  same  Jesus  that  is  taken  up  from  you 
into  heaven,  shall  come  in  like  manner,  as  ye  have  seen  him  go 
into  heaven.  It  will  be  his  human  nature  which  will  then  be 
seen  by  the  bodily  eyes  of  men.  However,  his  divine  nature, 
which  is  united  to  the  human,  will  then,  also,  be  present :  and 
it  will  be  by  the  wisdom  of  that  divine  nature,  that  Christ  will 
see  and  judge. 

Here  naturally  arises  an  inquiry,  Why  is  Christ  appointed 
to  judge  the  world,  rather  than  the  Father  or  the  Holy  Ghost  ? 
We  cannot  pretend  to  know  all  the  reasons  of  the  divine  dis* 
pensatioos.  God  is  not  obliged  to  give  us  an  account  of  them. 
But  so  much  may  we  learn  by  divine  revelation,  as  to  discover 
marvellous  wisdom  in  what  he  determines  and  orders  with  re- 
spect to  this  matter.     We  learn, 

1.  That  God  seeth  fit,  that  he  who  is  in  the  human  nature, 
should  be  the  judge  of  those  who  are  of  the  human  nature : 
John  V.  37.  And  hath  given  him  authority  to  execute  judgment 
also,  because  he  is  the  Son  of  man*  Seeing  there  is  one  of  the 
persons  of  the  Trinity  united  to  the  human  nature,  God  chooses, 
in  all  his  transactions  with  mankind,  to  transact  by  liiro.  He 
did  so  of  old,  in  his  discoveries  of  himself  to  the  patriarchs,  in 
giving  the  law,  in  leading  the  children  of  Israel  through  the 
wildemeis.  and  in  the  manifestations  be  made  of  himself,  in  the 
tabernacle  and  temple  :  when«  although  Christ  was  not  actually 
incarnate,  yet  be  was  so  in  design,  it  was  ordained  and  agreed 
ID  the  covenant  of  redemption,  that  be  should  become  incarnate. 
And  since  the  incamation  of  Christ  God  governs  both  the 
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churcli  and  the  world  by  Christ.      So  he  ivill,  also,  at  the  c 
judge  the  world  by  him.     All  men  shall  be  judged  hy  God,  and 
yet  at  the  same  time  by  one  invested  with  their  own  nature. 

God  seeth  fit,  that  those  who  have  bodies,  as  all  mankind 
will  have  at  the  day  of  judgment,  should  see  their  Judge  with 
their  bodily  eyes,  and  hear  him  with  iheir  bodily  ears.  If  one 
of  the  oiher  persons  of  the  Trinily  had  been  appointed  to  be 
judge,  there  must  have  been  some  extraordinary  outward  ap- 
pearance made  on  purpose  lo  be  a  token  of  ihe  divine  presence, 
as  it  was  of  old,  before  Christ  was  incarnate.  But  now  there 
It  no  necessity  of  that :  now,  one  of  (he  persons  of  the  Trinity 
is  actually  incarnate,  so  that  God,  hy  him,  may  appear  to  bodily 
eyes  without  any  miraculous  visionary  appearance. 

2.  Christ  hath  this  honour  of  being  the  judge  of  the  world 
given  him,  as  a  suitable  reward  for  his  sutferings.  This  is  a  part 
of  Christ^B  exaltation.  The  esaltatioo  of  Christ  is  given  bim 
in  reward  for  his  humiliation  and  sufferings.  This  was  stipulated 
in  the  covenant  of  redemption;  and  we  are  expressly  told,  it 
was  given  him  in  reward  for  bis  sufierings,  Phil.  ii.  8 — 12. 
**And  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  Ihe  death  of  the  ci^>s8. 
Wherefore  God,  also,  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him 
a  name  which  is  above  every  name  :  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
every  knee  should  bow,  of  thing*  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth, 
and  things  under  the  earth;  and  that  every  tongue  should  con- 
fess, tbft  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.*' 

God  seeth  meet,  that  he  who  appeared  in  such  a  low  estate 
amongst  mankind,  without  form  or  comeliness,  having  his  divine 
glory  vailed,  should  appear  amongst  men  a  second  time,  in  bii 
own  projier  majesty  and  ^ory.  without  a  vail;  to  the  end  that 
those  who  saw  him  here  al  the  first,  as  a  poor,  frail  man,  not 
having  where  to  lay  his  head,  subject  to  much  hardship  and 
affliction,  may  see  him  (he  second  time  in  power  and  great 
glory,  invested  with  the  glory  and  dignity  of  the  absolute  Lord 
of  heaven  and  earth ;  and  that  he,  who  once  labernarled  wilt 
men.  and  was  despised  and  rejected  of  (hem,  may  bave  the 
honour  of  arraigning  all  men  before  his  throne,  and  judging 
them  with  respect  to  their  eternal  slate:  John  v.  21 — 24. 

God  seeth  meet,  that  he  who  was  once  arraigned  before 
the  judirmenl-seat  of  men,  and  was  there  most  vilely  treated, 
being  mocked,  spitted  upon,  and  condemned,  and  who  was  at 
last  rrucified,  should  be  rewarded,  by  having  those  very  peraoDS 
brouchf  In  his  tribunnl.  that  they  may  see  him  in  glory,  and  be 
confounded  ;  and  that  he  may  have  the  disposal  of  them  for  all 
eternity  ;  as  Christ  said  lo  the  bi^h  priest,  while  arraigned  be- 
fore him,  Mitl.  xxvi,  64.  Hcn-q/icr  je  gbatl  aft  ihe  Son  of  n 
sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  w»  (Ac  elot  ' 
heoTtn. 
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3*  It  is  needful  that  Christ  should  be  the  Judge  of  the 
world,  in  order  that  he  ma)  finish  the  work  of  redemption. 
It  is  the  will  of  God,  that  he  who  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  world, 
should  be  a  complete  Redeemer;  and  that,  therefore,  he  should 
have  the  whole  work  of  redemption  left  in  his  hands.  Now, 
the  redemption  of  fallen  man  consists  not  merely  in  the  impe- 
tration  of  redemption,  by  obeying  the  divine  law,  and  making 
atonement  for  sinners,  or  in  preparing  the  way  for  their  salva- 
tion, but  it  consists,  in  a  great  measure,  and  is  actually  fulBlled, 
in  converting  sinners  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  the  truth, 
in  carrying  them  on  in  the  way  of  grace  and  true  holiness  through 
life,  and  in  finally  raising  their  bodies  to  life,  in  glorifying  them, 
in  pronouncing  the  blessed  sentence  upon  them,  in  crowning 
them  with  honour  and  glory  in  the  sight  of  men  and  angels,  and 
in  completing  and  perfecting  their  reward.  Now,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  Christ  should  do  this,  in  order  to  his  finishing  the 
work  which  he  hath  begun.  Raising  the  saints  from  the  dead, 
judging  them,  and  fulfilling  the  sentence,  is  part  of  their  sal- 
vation ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  necessary  that  Christ  should  be 
appointed  judge  of  the  world,  in  order  that  he  might  finish  his 
work.  (John  vi.  39,  40 :  chap.  v.  25 — '^1 .)  The  redemption 
of  the  bodies  of  the  saints,  is  part  of  the  work  of  redemption  ; 
the  resurrection  to  life  is  called  a  redemption  of  their  bodies, 
(Rom.  viii.  25).) 

It  is  the  will  of  God,  that  Christ  himself  should  have  the 
fulfilling  of  that  for  which  he  died,  and  for  which  he  suffered  so 
much.  Now  the  end  for  which  he  suffered,  and  died,  was  the 
complete  salvation  of  his  people ;  and  this  shall  be  obtained  at 
the  last  judgment,  and  not  before.  Therefore,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  Christ  be  appointed  judge,  in  order  that  he  himself 
misht  fully  accomplish  the  end  for  which  he  had  both  suffered 
and  died.  When  Christ  had  finished  his  appointed  sufferings, 
God  did,  as  it  were,  put  the  purchased  inheritance  into  bis 
hands,  to  be  kept  for  believers,  and  be  bestowed  upon  them  at 
the  day  of  judgment. 

4.  It  was  proper,  that  he^  who  is  appointed  King  of  the 
church,  should  rule  till  be  should  have  put  all  his  enemies  under 
his  feet ;  in  order  to  which,  he  must  be  the  judge  of  his  enemies, 
as  well  as  of  his  people.  One  of  the  ofiices  of  Christ,  as  Re- 
deemer, IS  that  of  a  King;  he  is  appointed  King  of  the  church, 
and  head  over  all  things  to  the  church  ;  and,  in  order  that  his 
kingdom  be  complete,  and  the  design  of  his  reign  be  accom- 
plished, he  must  conquer  all  his  enemies,  and  then  he  will  deli- 
ver up  the  kingdom  to  the  Father  :  1  Con  xv.  34,  25.  Then 
Cometh  the  end,  when  he  shall  have  delivered  up  the  kingdom  to 
Gody  even  the  Father;  when  he  shall  have  put  down  all  rule, 
and  all  authority  and  power*  For  he  must  reign  till  he  hath 
ptd  all  enemies  under  his  feet.      Now,  when  Christ  shall  have 
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brought  his  enemies,  who  had  denied,  opposed,  and  rebelled 
against  him,  to  his  judgment-seat,  and  shall  have  passed  and 
executed  sentence  upon  them,  this  will  be  a  final  ana  complete 
victory  over  them — a  victory  which  shall  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
And  it  is  proper  that  he,  who  at  present  reigns,  and  is  carrving 
on  the  war  against  those  who  are  of  the  opposite  kingdonii 
should  have  the  honour  of  obtaining  the  victory,  and  finishiog 
the  war. 

5.  It  is  for  the  abundant  comfort  of  the  saints  that  Christ  is 
appointed  to  be  their  judge.  The  covenant  of  grace,  with  all 
its  circumstances,  and  all  those  events  to  which  it  hath  relatioD, 
is  every  way  so  contrived  of  God,  as  to  give  strong  consolation 
to  believers  :  for  God  designed  the  gospel  for  a  glorious  inani- 
Testation  of  his  grace  to  them ;  and  therefore  every  thing  in  it 
is  so  ordered,  as  to  manifest  the  most  grace  and  mercy. 

Now,  it  is  for  the  abundant  consolation  of  the  saints,  that 
their  own  redeemer  is  appointed  to  be  their  judge ;  that  the 
same  person  who  spilled  his  blood  for  them  hath  the  detemuna** 
tion  of  their  state  left  with  him  ;  so  that  they  need  not  doubt 
but  that  they  shall  have  what  he  was  at  so  much  coat  to 
procure. 

What  matter  of  joy  to  them  will  it  be  at  the  last  day,  to 
lift  up  their  eyes,  and  behold  the  person  in  whom  they  nave 
trusted  for  salvation,  to  whom  they  have  fled  for  refuge*  opon 
whom  they  have  built  as  their  foundation  for  eternity,  and  whose 
voice  they  have  often  heard,  inviting  them  to  himself  for  pro- 
tection and  safety,  coming  to  judge  them. 

6.  That  Christ  is  appointed  to  be  the  judge  of  the  worid, 
will  be  for  the  more  abundant  conviction  of  the  ungodly.  It  will 
be  for  their  conviction,  that  they  are  judged  and  condenmed  by 
that  very  person  whom  they  have  rejected,  by  whom  they  might 
have  been  saved,  who  shed  his  blood  to  give  them  an  opportunity- 
to  be  saved,  who  was  wont  to  offer  his  righteousness  to  them 
when  they  were  in  their  state  of  trial,  and  who  many  a  time  call- 
ed and  invited  them  to  come  to  him,  that  they  might  be  saved. 
How  Justly  will  they  be  condemned  by  him  whose  salvation 
they  have  rejected,  whose  blood  they  have  despised,  whose 
many  calls  they  have  refused,  and  whom  they  have  pierced  by 
their  sins ! 

How  much  will  it  be  for  their  conviction,  when  they  shall 
hear  the  sentence  of  condemnation  pronounced,  to  reflect  with 
themselves,  how  often  hath  this  same  person,  who  now  passes 
sentence  of  condemnation  upon  me,  called  me,  in  his  word, 
and  by  his  messengers,  to  accept  of  him,  and  to  eive  myself 
to  him  ?  How  often  hath  he  knocked  at  the  door  of  my  heart? 
and  had  it  not  been  for  my  own  folly  and  obstinacy,  how  might 
I  have  had  him  for  my  Saviour^  who  is  now  my  incensed 
Jitdge  f 
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Chrises  comings  the   resurrection,  the  judgment  prepared,  the 
books  opened^  the  sentence  pronounced  and  executed. 

1 .  Christ  Jesus  will,  in  a  most  magnificent  manner,  descend 
from  heaven  with  all  the  holy  angels.  The  man  Christ  Jesu§ 
is  now  in  the  heaven  of  heavens,  or,  as  the  apostle  expresses  li^far 
above  all  heavens,  Eph.  iv.  10.  And  there  he  hath  been  ever 
since  his  ascension,  being  there  enthroned  in  glory,  in  the  midst 
of  millions  of  angels  and  blessed  spirits.  But  when  the  time 
appointed  for  the  day  of  judgment  shall  have  come,  notice  of 
it  will  be  given  in  those  happy  regions,  and  Christ  will  descend 
to  the  earth,  attended  with  all  those  iieavenly  hosts,  in  a  most 
solemn,  awful,  and  glorious  manner.  Christ  will  come  with 
divine  majesty,  he  will  come  in  the  glory  of  the  Father*  Matt, 
xvi.  27.  For  the  Sqn  of  man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father  J  zoith  his  angels. 

We  can  now  conceive  but  little  of  the  holy  and  awful  mag- 
nificence in  which  Christ  will  appear,  as  he  shall  come  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  or  of  the  glory  of  bis  retinue.  How  mean 
and  despicable,  in  comparison  with  it,  is  the  most  splendid  ap« 

fiearance  that  earthly  princes  can  make !  A  glonous  visible 
ight  will  shine  round  about  him,  and  the  earth,  with  all  nature, 
will  tremble  at  his  presence.  How  vdst  and  innumerable  will 
that  host  be  which  will  appear  with  him!  Heaven  will  be  for 
the  time  deserted  of  its  inhabitants. 

We  may  ai^ae  the  glory  of  Christ's  appearance,  from  his^ 
appearance  at  other  times.  When  he  appeared  in  transfigura- 
tion, his  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  was  white 
as  the  light.  The  apostle  Peter  long  after  spake  of  this  appear- 
ance in  magnificent  terms,  3  Pet.  i.  16,  17.  We  were  eye-wit' 
nesses  of  his  majesty  ;  for  he  received  from  God  the  Father 
honour  and  glory,  when  there  came  such  a  voice  to  him  from  the 
excellent  glory.  And  his  appearances  to  St.  Paul  at  his  conver* 
sion,  and  to  St.  John,  as  related  in  Rev.  i.  13,  &c.  were  very 
grand  and  magnificent.  But  we  may  conclude^  that  his  appear* 
ance  at  the  day  of  judgment  will  be  vastly  more  so  than  either 
of  these*  as  the  occasion  will  be  so  much  greater.  We  have 
good  reason  to  think,  that  our  nature,  in  the  present  frail  state,; 
could  not  bear  the  appearance  of  the  majesty  in  which  he  will 
then  be  seen. 

We  mfay  argue  the  glory  of  his  appearance,  from  the  aip- 
pearances  of  some  of  the  angelf  to  men ;  as  of  the  angel  that 
appeared  at  Christ^s  sepulchre,  after  his  resurrection,  Matt^ 
xxviii.  3.  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment 
white  as  snow.  The  angels  will  doubtless  all  of  them  make  as 
Vol.  VI.  50 
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glorious  an  appearance  at  the  day  of  judgment,  as  ever  ^  „ 
them  have  made  on  former  accasiom.  How  glorious  (hen,  mU 
be  the  retinue  of  Christ,  made  up  of  so  many  thousands  of  such 
angels!  and  how  much  more  glorious  will  Christ,  the  jud^ 
himself,  appear,  than  those  his  atiendanls!  Doubtless  their 
God  will  appear  immensely  more  glorious  than  Ihey. 

Christ  will  thus  descend  into  our  air.  to  such  n  distance 
from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  thai  every  one,  when  all  eball  be 
gathered  together,  shall  see  hini,  Rev.  i.  7.  Behold,  kt  eomelh 
ivith  clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  ser  him, 

Christ  will  make  this  appearance  suddenly,  and  to  the 
great  surprise  of  [he  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  It  is  therelbns 
compared  to  a  cry  at  midnight,  by  which  men  are  wakoned  in 
a  great  surprise. 

2.  At  the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet,  the  dead  shall  rise,  and 
the  living  shall  be  changed.  As  soon  as  Christ  is  descended, 
the  last  trumpet  shall  sound,  as  a  notification  to  all  mankind  to 
appear ;  at  which  mighty  sound  shall  the  dead  be  immedialelj 
raised,  and  the  living  changed  :  I  Cor.  kv.  52.  "  For  the  tram- 
pet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  uid 
we  shall  be  changed ;"  Matt.  xxiv.  31.  "andhe  shall  send  his 
angels  with  a  great  sound  of  a  trumpet :"  I  Thess.  iv.  16.  "For 
the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  about,  with 
the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God*'' 
There  will  be  some  great  and  remarkable  signal  given  for  the 
rising  of  the  dead,  which  it  seems  will  be  some  mighty  soiudt 
caused  by  the  angels  of  God  who  shall  attend  on  Clirist. 

Upon  this  all  the  dead  shall  rise  from  their  graves;  all,  both 
small  and  great,  who  shall  have  lived  upon  earth  since  Ibe  haa- 
dation  of  the  world  ;  those  who  died  before  the  flood,  mwl 
those  who  were  drowned  in  the  flood ;  all  that  liRve  died 
since  that  time,  and  that  shall  die,  to  the  end  of  the  nrorld. 
There  will  be  a  great  moving  upon  the  face  of  tbe  earth  tod 
in  the  waters,  in  bringing  bone  to  his  bone,  in  opening  grevct, 
and  bringing  together  all  the  scattered  particles  of  dead  bodies. 
The  earth  shall  give  up  the  dead  that  are  in  it,  and  the  sea  riiall 
give  up  the  dead  that  are  in  it. 

However  the  parts  of  the  bodies  of  many  are  divided  and 
scattered ;  however  many  have  been  burnt,  and  their  bodiu 
have  been  turned  to  ashes  and  smoke,  and  driven  to  tbe  foot 
winds ;  however  many  have  been  eaten  of  wild  beasts,  of  tbc 
fowls  of  heaven,  and  the  fishes  of  the  sea;  however  cnujr 
have  consumed  away  upon  the  face  o(  the  earth,  and  great  part 
of  their  bodies  have  ascended  in  exhalalions;  jet  the  alUwbe 
and  all-[iowerful  God  can  immediately  bring  every  part  to  Ut 
part  again. 

Of  this  vast  multitude  some  shall  rise  to  life,  and  otbei«l» 
condemnation,  John  v.  3S,  39.  "  All  that  arc  in  thcgraTea  abaD 
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hear  his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth,  they  that  have  done  good, 
unto  the  resurrection  of  life  ;  and  thev  that  have  done  evil,  unto 
the  resurrection  of  damnation/^ 

When  the  bodies  are  prepared,  the  departed  souls  shall 
again  enter  into  their  bodies,  and  be  reunited  to  them,  never 
more  to  be  separated.  Thje  souls  of  the  wicked  shall  be 
brought  up  out  of  hell,  thouij^h  not  out  of  misery,  and  shall  very 
unwillingly  enter  into  their  bodies,  which  will  be  but  eternal 
prisons  to  them-  Rev.  xx.  13.  ^'  and  death  and  hell  delivered 
up  the  dead  that  were  in  them."  They  shall  lift  their  eyes  full 
of  the  utmost  amazement  and  horror  to  see  their  awful  Judge. 
And  perhaps  the  bodies  with  which  they  shall  be  raised  will  be 
mo?it  filthy  and  loathsome,  thus  properly  corresponding  to  the 
inward,  moral  turpitude  of  their  souls* 

The  souls  of  the  righteous  shall  descend  from  heaven  to- 
gether with  Christ  and  his  angels:  1  Thess*  iv.  14.  ''Them also 
which  sleep  in  Jesus,  shall  God  bring  with  him.  They  also 
shall  be  re-united  to  their  bodies,  that  they  may  be  glorified 
with  them.  They  shall  receive  their  bodies  prepared  by  God 
to  be  mansions  of  pleasure  to  all  eternity.  They  shall  be  every 
way  fitted  for  the  uses,  the  exercises,  and  delights  of  perfectly 
holy  and  glorified  souls.  They  shall  be  clothed  with  a  super- 
lative beauty,  similar  to  that  of  Christ's  glorious  body :  Phil.  iii. 

51.  ''  Who  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fashioned 
like  unto  his  glorious  body.''  Their  bodies  shall  rise  incor- 
ruptible, no  more  liable  to  pain  or  disease,  and  with  an  extra- 
ordinary vigour  and  viva^city,  like  that  of  those  spirits  that  arc 
as  a  flame  of  fire.  1  Cor.  xv.  43,  44.  ''  It  is  sown  in  dishonour, 
it  is  raised  in  glory  :  it  is  sown  in  weakness,  it  is  raised  in  power: 
it  is  sown  a  natural  body,  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body.''  With 
what  joy  will  the  souls  and  bodies  of  the  saints  meet,  and  witli 
what  joy  will  they  lift  up  their  heads  out  of  their  graves  to  be- 
hold the  glorious  sight  of  the  appearing  of  Christ!  And  it  will 
be  a  glorious  sight  to  see  those  saints  arising  out  of  their  graves, 
putting  off  their  corruption,  and  putting  on  incorruption  and 
glory. 

At  the  same  time,  those  that  shall  then  be  alive  upon  the 
earth  shall  be  changed.  Their  bodies  shall  pass  through  a  great 
change,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  ;  1  Cor.  xv.  51, 

52.  Behold^  1  show  you  a  great  mystery  ;  We  shall  not  all  sleep^ 
but  we  shall  all  be  changed^  in  a  moment^  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eyc^ 
at  the  last  trump.  The  bodies  of  the  wicked  then  living  will  be 
changed  into  such  hideous  things,  as  shall  be  answerable  to  the 
loathsome  souls  that  dwell  in  them,  and  such  as  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  receive  and  ad  muister  eternal  torments  without  disso- 
lution. But  the  bodies  of  the  righteous  shall  be  changed  into  the 
same  glorious  and  immortal  form  in  which  those  that  shall  he 
raised  will  appear* 
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'^^0';  V  •  i:  V-^-^-'^  '■'^^  '^^-^  "?*^^  L-*i^-  IK  wicked  CO  Ae  i 
SU'f.  X 1  -. .  ; I ,  ^ii:.  i  i.  The  "wicke-i.  LoweTer  ijuvuiaEe.  ■ 
t 'f:r  f;.:  '/f  f*-:ir  ar:*!  horror,  «hall  h-s  h-roasL:  or  dri^i 

afi^  ifof  tK;^  p>-rpo*€:  cr^rfrp  if.to  d€D«  ar.d  cavei  of  Ae 
;iri4  fn  to  th<:  mo'intaina  to  ull  on  tbem.  aiid  hide  lixWt  i 
thf;  f^r."  of  hirn  that  «itteth  ofi  the  thro:;^,  aitd  firomfi  zbe  vniA 
of  the  L'tmh ;  J  ct  there  "shall  not  one  e=ca|>e :  to  tbe  j&<tee  iIkj 
mi|t(t  come,  and  •tand  on  the  left  hand  with  devib.  On  cbe 
ronfrar^.  thf  righteous  will  he  joUulU  conducted  to  Jesos 
(yhn^'f,  (jrohahiy  b>  ihe  an^eb.  Their  joy  will,  as  it  vere.  give 
Ihfrn  win^4  to  carry  them  thither*  They  wiii  vith  eulacies  lad 
r^iptiire**  of  deli^ht  meet  their  friend  and  saTiour.  come  inio  bis 
pre^eiic<r,  and  ntand  at  his  right  hand* 

Hcjiide^  the  one  standing  on  tbe  right  hand  and  the  other 
on  the  left,  there  nccma  to  be  this  difierence  belweeo  them. 
th;it  when  the  dead  in  ChriKt  shall  be  raised,  tbej  will  aJJ  be 
caught  up  into  the  air,  where  Christ  shall  be,  andiball  be  there 
at  his  right  hand  during  the  judgment,  never  more  to  let  their 
feel  on  this  earth.  Whereas  the  wicked  shall  be  left  sUnding 
on  the  earth,  there  to  abide  the  judgment.  1  Thess.  it.  16, 17. 
The  (had  in  Christ  shall  rise  first ;  then  we  which  are  alive  and 
rrrnain^  nhall  he  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clonde  to 
rnrrt  ihr.  Lord  in  the  air :  and  so  ahall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lordm 

And  what  n  vnf«t  congregation  will  there  be  of  all  tbe  men, 
women  and  children  that  shall  have  lived  upon  earth  from  the 
beginning  lo  the  end  of  the  world!  Rev.  xx.  12.  And  I  saw 
the  dead,  ^mall  and  grcat^  stand  before  God, 

4.  The  next  thing  will  be,  that  the  books  shall  be  opened : 
Rev.  XX.  1 2.  /  Kuzi)  the  dcad^  great  and  small  stand  before  God  ; 
and  thf  books  were  opened*  Wnich  books  seem  to  be  these  two, 
the  book  of  God^s  remembrance,  and  the  book  of  scripture ; 
the  former  as  the  evidence  of  their  deeds  which  are  to  be  judged, 
the  latter  as  the  rule  of  judgment.  The  works  both  of  the 
righteous  and  of  the  wicked  will  be  brought  forth,  that  they 
may  be  judged  according  to  them,  and  those  works  will  be  tried 
according  to  the  appointed  and  written  rule. 

(1.)  The  works  of  both  righteous  and  wicked  will  be  re- 
hearsed. The  book  of  God's  remembrance  will  be  first  opened. 
The  various  works  of  the  children  of  men  are,  as  it  were,  writ- 
Ihmi  hy  God  in  a  book  of  remembrance,  Mai.  iii.  16.  A  book 
y  •ymemhranr.e  was  written  before  him.  However  ready  un- 
a\HU\  mm  may  be  to  make  light  of  their  own  sins,  and  to  forget 
MV»«mt  vrl  (lod  never  forgetteth  any  of  them :  neither  doth 
\\v^)  ioif^i  (  liny  of  the  good  works  of  the  saints.  If  they  give 
^m  4  I  M|i  of  I  old  wiilfT  with  n  spirit  of  charity,  God  remem- 
\-*«  (t 
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The  e?il  works  of  the  wicked  shall  then  be  brought  forth 
to  light.  They  must  then  hear  of  all  their  profaDeness,  their 
impeoitence,  their  obstinate  unbelief,  their  abuse  of  ordinan- 
ces, and  various  other  sins.  The  various  aggravations  of  their 
sins  will  also  be  brought  to  view,  as  how  this  man  sinned  after 
such  and  such  warnings,  that  after  the  receipt  of  such  and  such 
mercies ;  one  after  being  so  and  so  favoured  with  outward  light, 
another  after  having  been  the  subject  of  inward  conviction,  ex- 
cited  by  the  immediate  agency  of  God.  Concerning  these  sins, 
they  shall  be  called  to  account  to  see  what  answer  they  can 
make  for  themselves :  Matt.  xii.  36.  But  I  sau  unto  you^  that 
every  idle  word  that  men  shall  speak^  they  shall  give  account 
thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Rom.  xiv.  12.  So  then  every 
one  ofus  shall  give  account  of  himself  to  God. 

The  good  works  of  the  saints  will  also  be  brought  forth  as 
evidences  of  their  sincerity,  and  of  their  interest  in  the  righte- 
ousness of  Christ.  As  to  their  evil  works,  they  will  not  be 
brought  forth  against  them  on  that  day  :  for  the  guilt  of  them 
will  not  lie  upon  them,  they  being  clothed  with  the  righteous- 
ness of  Jesus  Christ.  The  Judge  himself  will  have  taken  the 
guilt  of  tbeir^sins  upon  him ;  therefore  their  sins  will  not  stand 
against  them  in  the  book  of  God's  remembrance.  The  account 
of  them  will  appear  to  have  been  cancelled  before  that  time. 
The  account  that  will  be  found  in  God's  book  will  not  be  of 
debt,  but  of  credit.  God  cancels  their  debts,  and  sets  down 
their  good  works,  and  is  pleased,  as  it  were,  to  make  himself  a 
debtor  for  them,  by  his  own  gracious  act. 

Both  good  and  bad  will  be  judged  according  to  their  works ; 
Rev.  XX.  12.  '^  And  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things 
that  were  found  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their  works  ;'' 
and  verse  13.  ^' And  they  were  judged  every  man  according  to 
their  works.^'  Though  the  righteous  are  justified  by  faith,  and 
not  by  their  works,  yet  they  shall  be  judged  according  to  their 
works :  then  works  shall  be  brought  forth  as  the  evidence  of 
their  faith.  Their  faith,  on  that  great  day,  shall  be  tried  by  its 
fruits.  If  the  works  of  any  man  shall  have  been  bad ;  if  his 
life  shall  appear  to  have  been  unchristian,  that  will  condemn 
him,  without  any  further  inquiry.  But  if  his  works,  when  ihev 
shall  be  examined,  prove  good,  and  of  the  right  sort,  he  shall 
surely  be  justified.  They  will  be  declared  as  a  sure  evidence 
of  his  having  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  his  being  clothed 
with  his  righteousness. 

But  by  works,  we  are  to  understand  all  voluntary  exercises 
of  the  (acuities  of  the  soul ;  as,  for  instance,  the  words  and  con- 
versation of  men,  as  well  as  what  is  done  with  their  hands : 
Matt.  xii.  ^^  By  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified,  and  by  thy 
words  thou  shalt  be  condemned/*  Nor  are  we  to  understand 
only  outward  acts,  or  the  thoughts  outwardly  expressed,  but. 
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also,  the  thoughts  themselves,  and  all  the  intvard  workingaB 
heart.  Man  judgeth  according  to  the  outward  appearancen_.._ 
God  judgelh  the  heart:  Rev.  ii.  23.  "  I  am  he  that  searcheth 
the  heart  and  the  reinH.  and  1  will  give  unto  every  one  of  j'ou 
according  to  his  works."  Nur  will  only  positive  siiif^  be  brougbt 
into  judgment,  hut.  also,  omissions  of  duly,  as  Js  mafiirest  oy 
Matt.  XXV.  42.  Alc. — '■  For  )  was  an  hungered,  and  yc  gave  mo 
3  meat ;  i  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drinli,"  &c. 

On  that  day.  secret  and  hidden  lok/ceiincss  will  be  brought 
to  light.  Ail  the  uncleanne^s,  injustice,  and  violence,  of  which 
ve  beert  guilty  in  secret,  shall  be  manifest  both  to  angeU 
n.  Then  it  will  be  made  to  appear,  how  this  and  that 
ve  indulged  them-elves  in  wicked  imaginations,  in  lascU 
vious,  covetous,  malirious,  or  impious  desires  and  wishes ;  and 
how  others  have  harboured  in  their  hearts  enmity  against  Goi 
and  his  law  ;  also,  impenitency  and  unbelief,  notwithstanding  all 
the  means  used  with  them,  and  motives  set  before  them,  to  in- 
duce them  to  repent,  return,  and  live. 

The  good  viorks  of  the  saints,  also,  which  were  done  iu 
secret,  shall  then  be  made  public,  and  even  the  pious  and  beno 
olent  afiections  and  designs  of  their  hearts;  so  that  the  real 
and  secret  characters  of  both  saints  and  sinners,  shall  Ibeo  be 
most  clearly  and  publicly  displayed. 

(2.)  The  book  of  scripture  will  be  opened,  and  the  works 
of  men  wilt  be  tried  by  that  touchiilonc.  Their  works  will  be 
compared  with  the  word  of  God.  That  which  God  gave  men 
for  the  rule  of  their  action,  while  in  this  life,  shall  then  be  made 
the  rule  of  their  judgment.  God  hath  told  us,  beforehand ,  wlnt 
will  be  the  rule  of  judiiment.  We  are  told,  in  the  scriptiirai) 
upon  what  terms  we  shall  be  justified,  and  upon  what  ten 
shall  be  condemned.  That  which  God  hath  given  us  ti  "^ 
rule  in  our  fives,  he  will  make  his  own  rule  in  judgment.^ 
The  rule  of  judgment  will  be  twofold.  The  priman 
of  judgment  will  be  the  law.  The  law  ever  halh  atood 
ever  will  stand  in  force,  as  a  rule  of  judgment,  for  t trace  to 
whom  the  law  was  given:  Matt,  v.  18.  "For  verily  I  «v 
unto  you.  Till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot  or  one  little  sbatl 
in  nowise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fuifilled."  The  law  will 
so  far  be  made  the  rule  of  judgment,  that  not  one  pcrson.at  that 
day,  shall,  by  any  means,  be  juililied  or  condemned,  in  a  way 
inconsistent  wiih  that  which  is  establlBhed  by  the  law.  As  lo 
the  wicked,  the  law  will  be  so  far  the  rule  of  judgment  respect- 
ing them,  ihat  the  sentence  denounced  against  them  Will  be  iT 
sentence  of  the  law.  The  righteous  will  be  so  far  juij(^ 
the  law,  that  although  their  "enfence  will  not  be  the  ftenteij 
tho  law,  yet  it  will  by  no  means  be  such  a  sentence  as  eb 
inconsistent  with  the  law,  but  such  as  it  allows  :  for  il  ». 
by  the  righteousness  of  the  law  that  thev  shall  be  juatificdi 
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It  will  be  inquired  concerning  every  one,  both  righteous 
and  wicked,  whether  the  law  stands  against  him,  or  whether  he 
hath  a  fulfilment  o(  the  law  to  show.  As  to  the  righteous^  they 
will  have  fulfilment  to  show  ;  they  will  have  it  to  plead,  that 
the  judge  himself  hath  fulfilled  the  law  for  them ;  that  ho  hath 
both  satisfied  for  their  sins,  and  fulfilled  the  righteousness  of  the 
law  for  them :  Rom.  x.  4.  "'  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth.''  But  as  to  the 
wicked,  when  it  shall  be  found,  by  the  book  of  God^s  remem- 
brance, that  they  have  broken  the  law,  and  have  no  fulfilment 
of  it  to  plead,  the  sentence  of  the  law  shall  be  pronounced  upon 
them. 

A  secondary  rule  of  judgment  will  be  the  gospel,  or  the 
covenant  of  grace,  wherein  it  is  said,  ^^  He  that  believeth  shall 
be  saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned  ;^^  Rom.  ii. 
16.  *Mn  the  day  when  God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men  by 
Jesus  Christ  according  to  my  gospel.'^  By  the  gospel,  or  cove- 
nant of  grace,  eternal  blessedness  will  be  adjudged  to  believers. 
When  it  shall  be  found  that  the  law  hinders  not,  and  that  the 
curse  and  condemnation  of  the  law  stands  not  against  them,  the 
reward  of  eternal  life  shall  be  given  them,  according  to  the 
glorious  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

5.  The  sentence  will  be  pronounced.  Christ  will  say  to 
the  wicked  on  the  left  hand,  ^'  Depart,  ye  cursed,  into  everlast- 
ing fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels. '^  How  dreadful 
will  these  words  of  the  judge  be  to  the  poor,  miserable,  des- 
pairing wretches  on  the  left  hand !  How  amazing  will  every 
syllable  of  them  be  !  How  will  they  pierce  them  to  the  soul! 
These  words  show  the  greatest  wrath  and  abhorrence.  Christ 
will  bid  them  depart ;  be  will  send  them  away  from  his  presence, 
will  remove  them  forever  far  out  of  hi.«  sight,  into  an  everlasting 
separation  from  God,  as  being  most  loathsome,  and  unfit  to 
dwell  in  his  presence,  and  enjoy  communion  with  him. 

Christ  will  call  them  cursed;  depart,  ye  cursed,  to  whom 
everlasting  wrath  and  ruin  belong;  who  are  by  your  own  wick- 
edness prepared  for  nothing  else,  but  to  be  firebrands  of  hell ; 
who  are  the  fit  objects  and  vessels  of  the  vengeance  and  fury  of 
the  Almighty.  Into  fire  ;  he  will  not  send  them  away  merely 
into  a  loathsome  prison,  the  receptacle  of  the  filth  and  rubbisD 
of  the  universe ;  but  into  a  furnace  of  fire ;  that  must  be  their 
dwelling-place,  there  they  must  be  tormented  with  the  most 
racking  pain  and  anguish.  It  is  everlasting  fire;  there  is  eter- 
nity in  the  sentence,  which  infinitely  aggravates  the  doom,  and 
will  make  every  word  of  it  immensely  more  dreadful,  sinking 
and  amazing  to  the  souls  that  receive  it.  Prepared  for  ike 
devil  and  his  angels;  this  ^ets  forth  the  greatness  and  inten^ie- 
ness  of  the  torments,  as  the  preceding  part  of  the  sentence  does 
the  duration.     It  shows  the  dreadfulnesa  of  that  fire  to  which 
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they  shall  be  condemned,  that  it  is  the  same  tdatt  is  prepared 
for  the  devils,  those  fonl  spirits  and  great  enemies  of  God. 
Their  condition  will  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  devils,  in  many 
respects;  particularly  as  they  must  burn  in  the  fire  for  ever. 

This  sentence  will  doubtless  be  pronounced  in  such  an  aw- 
ful manner  as  shall  be  a  terrible  manifestation  of  the  wrath  of 
the  judge.  There  will  be  divine,  holy,  and  almighty  wrath  mani- 
fested in  the  countenance  and  voice  of  the  judge ;  and  we  know 
not  what  other  manifestations  of  anger  will  accompany  the 
sentence.  Perhaps  it  will  be  accompanied  with  thunders  and 
lightnings  far  more  dreadful  than  were  on  mount  Sinai  at  the 
giving  of  the  law.  Correspondent  to  these  exhibitions  of  divine 
wrath,  will  be  the  appearances  of  terror  and  most  horrible  amaze- 
ment in  the  condemned.  How  will  all  their  faces  look  pale ! 
how  will  death  sit  upon  their  countenances,  when  those  words 
shall  be  heard !  What  dolorous  cries,  shrieks,  and  groans !  What 
trembling,  and  wringing  of  hands,  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  will 
there  then  be ! 

But  with  the  most  benign  aspect,  in  the  most  endearing 
manner,  and  with  the  sweetest  expressions  of  love,  will  Christ 
invite  his  saints  on  his  right  hand  to  glory ;  saying,  ^  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  ^  He  will  not  bid  them  to  go 
from  him,  but  to  came  toith  him  ;  to  go  where  he  goes ;  to  dwell 
where  he  dwells ;  to  enjoy  him,  and  to  partake  with  liim.  He 
will  call  them  blessed^  blessed  of  his  Father^  blessed  by  him 
whose  blessing  is  infinitely  the  most  desirable,  namely  Grop* 
Inherit  the  kingdom :  they  are  not  only  invited  to  go  with  Christ, 
and  to  dwell  with  him,  but  to  inherit  a  kingdom  with  him  ;  to  sit 
down  with  him  on  his  throne,  and  to  receive  the  honour  and 
happiness  of  a  heavenly  kingdom.  Prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world;  this  denotes  the  sovereign  and  eternal 
love  of  God,  as  the  source  of  their  blessedness.  He  puts  them 
in  mind,  that  God  was  pleased  to  set  his  love  upon  them  lone 
before  they  had  a  being,  even  from  eternity  ;  that  therefore  God 
made  heaven  on  purpose  for  them,  and  fitted  it  for  thttr  debg^t 
and  happiness. 

6.  immediately  after  this,  the  sentence  will  be  executed,  asr 
we  are  informed,  Matt.  xxv.  46.  ^'  These  shall  so  away  into 
everiasting  punishment;  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.^' 
When  the  words  of  the  sentence  shall  have  once  proceeded  out 
of  the  mouth  of  the  judge,  then  that  vast  and  innumerable  throng 
of  ungodly  men  shall  go  away,  shall  be  driven  away,  shall  be 
necessitated  to  go  away  with  devils,  and  shall  with  dismal  crier 
and  shrieks  be  cast  into  the  great  furnace  of  fire  prepared  for 
the  punishment  of  devils,  the  perpetual  thunders  and  lightningr 
of  the  wrath  of  God  following  them.  Into  this  fire  they  must  in 
both  soul  and  body  enter,  never  more  to  come  out.    Here  they 
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must  spend  eternal  ages  in  wrestling  with  the  most  excruciating 
torments,  and  in  crying  out  in  the  midst  of  the  most  dreadful 
flames,  and  under  the  mo8t  insupportable  wrath. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  righteous  shall  ascend  to  heaven 
with  their  gloritied  bodies,  in  company  with  Christ,  his  angels, 
and  all  that  host  which  descended  with  him  ;  they  shall  ascend  in 
the  most  joyful  and  triumphant  manner,  and  shall  enter  with 
Christ  into  that  glorious  and  blessed  world,  which  had  for  the 
time  been  empty  of  its  creature  inhabitants.  Christ  having 
given  his  church  that  perfect  beauty,  and  crowned  it  with  that 
glory,  honour,  and  happiness,  which  were  stipulated  in  the  co- 
venant of  redemption  before  the  world  was,  and  which  he  died 
to  procure  for  them,  and  having  made  it  a  truly  glorious  church, 
every  way  complete ;  will  present  it  before  the  Father,  without 
spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing.  Thus  shall  the  Saints  be 
instated  in  everlasting  glory,  to  dwell  there  with  Christ,  whof 
shall  feed  them  and  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of  water,  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  God,  and  to  an  eternity  of  the  most  holy, 
glorious,  and  joyful  employments. 

SECT.  V. 
All  will  he  done  in  righteotisness. 

Christ  will  give  to  every  man  his  due,  according  to  a  most 
righteous  rule.  Those  who  shall  be  condemned,  will  be  most 
justly  condemned ;  will  be  condemned  to  that  punishment  which 
they  shall  most  justly  deserve  ;  and  the  justice  of  God  in  con- 
demning them  will  be  made  most  evident.  Now  the  justice  of 
God  in  punishing  wicked  men,  and  especially  in  the  degree  of 
their  punishment,  is  often  blasphemously  called  in  question. 
But  it  will  be  made  clear  and  apparent  to  all ;  their  own  con- 
sciences will  tell  them  that  the  sentence  is  just,  and  all  cavils 
will  be  put  to  silence. 

So  those  that  shall  be  justified,  shall  be  most  justly  ad- 
judged to  eternal  life.  Although  they  also  were  great  sinners, 
and  deserved  eternal  death;  yet  it  will  not  be  against  justice  or 
the  law,  to  justify  them,  they  will  be  in  Christ.  But  the  ac- 
quitting of  them  will  be  but  giving  the  reward  merited  by  Christ'sr 
righteousness,  Rom.  iii.  26.  "^nat  God  may  be  just  and  the 
juatifier  of  him  that  helieveth  in  Jesus- 

Christ  will  jud^e  the  world  in  righteousness,  particularly 
as  he  will  give  to  every  one  a  due  proportion  either  of  reward 
or  punishment,  according  to  the  vanous  characters  of  those  who 
shall  be  judged.  The  punishments  shall  be  duly  proportioned 
to  the  numl^r  and  aggravations  of  the  sins  of  the  wicked  ;  and 
the  rewards  of  the  ri^teous  shall  be  duly  proportioned  to  the 
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number  of  their  holy  acts  and  affections,  and  also  to  the  4 
of  virtue  implied  in  ihem. — I  would  observe  further, 

! .  That  Christ  cannot  fail  of  being  just  in  judging,  thn>ii|^ 
tnhlake.  He  cannot  lake-  some  to  be  sincere  and  godly,  «bo 
are  not  bo,  nor  others  lo  be  hjpoc riles,  who  are  real!)  sincere. 
His  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire  and  he  searchelh  the  hearts  and 
trieth  the  reins  of  the  childi^n  of  men.  He  can  never  err  la 
determining  what  is  justice  in  particular  cases,  a^  human  judges 
often    do.     Nor  can  he  be  blinded   by  prejudice,   as   hui 


)udges  are  very  liable  to  be.     Deul. 


He  regardtlh  nof 


personn,  nor  lakfth  rtwnrd.  It  is  impossible  he  should  be  de- 
ceived by  the  excusei^,  and  false  colours,  and  pleas  of  ibe 
wicked,  as  human  jud!i;es  very  commonly  are.  It  is  equally 
impossible  that  be  should  err,  in  assigning  to  every  one  hia 
proper  proportion  of  reward  or  punishment,  acrordiog  to  bis 
wickedness  or  good  works.  His  knowledge  being  infinite, 
will  etrectually  guard  him  against  all  these,  and  other  such  errors. 
3.  He  cannot  fail  of  jud^iing  righteously  through  an  unright- 
eous disposition  ;  for  he  is  infitntely  just  and  holv  in  his  nature. 
Deut.  xxxii.  4.  Ht  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  pcr/tct :  for  all  hia 
■ways  art  judgment :  a  God  of  imlh,  and  wilkout  iniquity/,  juit 
and  right  is  he.  It  is  not  possible  that  an  infinitely  powerful, 
self-sufficient  being  should  be  under  any  temptation  to  injustice. 
Nor  is  it  possible  that  an  infinitely  wise  being,  who  knowcUiall 
things,  should  not  cliooge  justice.  For  he  who  peifeclly  Ieciowi 
all  things,  perfectly  knows  how  much  more  amiable  jilt " 
than  injustice ;  and  therefore  must  choose  it. 


SECT.  VI. 


y  knowi  . 


T/iose  things  vihieh  aiU  immfdiale/j/  fttllovj  tht  Say  ofjvdgnuM 

K  After  the  sentence  shall  have  been  prononnced,  and  the 
saints  shall  have  ascended  with  Christ  into  glory,  this  world 
will  be  dissolved  by  fire:  ihe  conftngration  will  immcdialrly 
succeed  the  judgment.  When  an  end  shall  hove  been  put  lo 
the  present  stale  of  mankind,  Ihis  world,  which  was  (he  place 
of  their  hahilalion  during  that  stale,  will  he  destroyed,  (here 
being  no  further  use  for  it.  This  earth  which  had  been  ibe 
stage  upon  which  so  many  scenes  had  been  acted,  upoo  which 
there  had  been  so  man>  greal  and  famous  kingdoms  sod  Urge 
cities;  where  there  had  been  so  many  wars,  so  much  trade  and 
business  carried  on  for  so  many  ages ;  shall  then  be  deitroyed- 
These  continents,  these  islands,  these  seas  and  rivei-s,  lbc»e 
mountains  and  vallics,  shall  be  seen  no  more  at  all :  all  ehall  be 
destroyed  by  devouring  flames.  This  we  are  plaitdy  taught  in 
the  word  of  God.  2  Pel,  iii.  7.  "  But  ihe  heavens  and  the  carib 
which  are  now.  by  the  bame  word  are  kept  in  store,  rwerred  un- 
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to  fire  a^inst  the  day  of  judgment,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men. 
v.  10.  But  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night : 
in  the  which  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and 
the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  also  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  shall  beburnt  up.  v.  12.  Looking  for 
and  hasting  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  wherein  the 
heavens  being  on  fire  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  elements  shall 
melt  with  fervent  heat.'* 

2.  .Both  the  misery  of  the  wirked  and  the  happiness  of 
the  saints  will  be  increased,  beyond  what  shall  be  before  the 
judgment.  The  misery  of  the  wicked  will  be  increased,  as 
they  will  be  tormented  not  only  in  their  souls,  but  also  in  their 
bodies,  which  will  be  prepared  both  to  receive  and  administer 
torment  to  their  souls.  There  will,  d«>ubtless,  then  be  the  like 
connexion  between  soul  and  body,  as  there  is  now;  and,  there- 
fore, the  pains  and  torments  of  the  one  will  aitect  the  other. 
And  why  may  we  not  suppose,  that  their  torments  will  be  in- 
creased as  well  as  those  of  the  devils?  Concerning  them,  we 
are  informed,  (Jam.  ii.  19,)  that  they  believe  there  is  one  God. 
and  tremble  in  the  belief;  expecting,  no  doubt,  that  he  will  in- 
flict upon  them,  in  due  time,  more  severe  torments  than  even 
those  which  they  now  suffer.  We  are  also  informed,  that  they 
are  bound  in  chains  of  darkness,  to  be  reserved  unto  judgment ; 
and  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  ;  (2  Pet.  ii.  4.  and  Jude 
6.)  which  implies,  that  their  full  punishment  is  not  yet  executed 
upon  them,  but  that  they  are  now  reserved  as  prisoners  in  hell, 
to  receive  their  just  recompense  on  the  day  of  judgment* 
Hence  it  was,  that  they  thought  Christ  was  come  to  torment 
them  before  the  time.  Matt.  viii.  29.  Thus  the  punishment, 
Qdither  of  wicked  men,  nor  devils,  will  be  complete,  before  the 
final  judgment. 

No  more  will  the  happiness  of  the  saints  be  complete  be- 
fore that  time.  Therefore,  we  are,  in  the  New  Testament,  so 
often  encouraged  with  promises  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
and  of  the  day  when  Christ  shall  come  the  second  time.  These 
things  are  spoken  of  as  the  great  objects  of  the  expectation  and 
hope  of  Christians.  A  state  of  separation  of  soul  and  body  is 
to  men  an  unnatural  state.  Therefore,  when  the  bodies  of  the 
saints  shall  be  raised  from  the  dead,  and  their  souls  shall  be 
again  united  to  them,  as  their  state  will  be  more  natural,  so, 
doubtless,  it  will  be  more  happy.  Their  bodjes  will  be  glorious 
bodies,  and  prepared  to  administer  as  much  to  their  happiness, 
as  the  bodies  of  the  wicked  will  be  to  administer  to  their  misery. 

We  may,  with  good  reason,  suppose  the  accession  of  hap- 
piness to  the  souls  of  the  saints  will  be  great,  since  the  occasion 
is  represented  as  the  marriage  of  the  church  and  the  Lamb; 
Rev.  xix.  7.  The  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife 
hath  made  herself  ready.     Their  joy  will  then  be  increased. 
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because  ihey  will  have  new  arguments  of  joy.  The  body  oi' 
Christ  will  then  be  perfect,  the  church  will  be  complete :  all 
the  parts  of  it  will  have  come  into  existence,  which  will  not  be 
the  case  before  the  end  of  the  world  :  no  parts  of  it  will  be 
under  sin  or  affliction  :  all  the  members  of  it  will  be  in  a  per« 
feet  state ;  and  they  shall  all  be  together  b^  themselves,  none 
being  mixed  with  ungodly  men.  Then  the  church  will  be  as  a 
bride,  adorned  for  her  husband,  and,  therefore,  she  will  exceed? 
ingly  rejoice. 

Then,  also,  the  Mediator  will  have  fully  accomplished  his 
work.  He  will  then  have  destroyed,  and  will  triumph  over,  all 
his  enemies.  Then  Christ  will  have  fully  obtained  his  reward, 
.and  fully  accomplished  the  design  which  was  in  his  heart  from 
all  eternity.  For  these  reasons,  Christ  himself  will  greatly  re- 
joice, and  his  members  must  needs  proportionably  rejoice  with 
him.  Then  God  will  have  obtained  the  end  of  all  the  great 
works,  which  he  hath  been  doing  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world.  All  the  designs  of  God  will  be  unfolded  in  their  events : 
then  his  marvellous  contrivance  in  his  hidden,  intricate,  and 
inexplicable  works,  will  appear,  the  ends  being  obtained.  Then 
the  works  of  God  being  perfected,  the  divine  glory  will  more 
abundantly  appear.  These  things  will  cause  a  great  accetsion 
of  happiness  to  the  saints,  who  shall  behold  them.  Then  God 
will  have  fully  glorified  himself,  his  Son,  and  his  elect;  then 
he  will  see  that  all  is  very  good,  and  will  entirely  rejoice  in  his 
own  works.  At  the  same  time,  the  saints,  also,  viewing  the 
works  of  God  brought  thus  to  perfection,  will  rejoice  in  the 
view,  and  receive  from  it  a  large  accession  of  happiness. 

Then  God  will  make  more  abundant  manifestations  of  his 
glory,  and  of  the  glory  of  his  Son  ;  then  he  will  more  plentifuUjf 
pour  out  his  spirit,  and  make  answerable  additions  to  the  glo^ 
of  the  saints ;  and,  by  means  of  all  these,  will  so  increase  the 
happiness  of  the  saints,  as  shall  be  suitable  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ultimate  and  most  perfect  state  of  things,  and  to 
9uch  a  joyful  occasion,  the  completion  of  all  things.  In  this 
glory  and  happiness,  will  the  saints  remain  for  ever  and  ever. 

SECT.  VII. 

The  uses  to  which  this  doctrine  is  applicable. 

I.  The  Jirst  use  proper  to  be  made  of  this  doctrine,  is  of 
instruction.  Hence  many  of  the  mysteries  of  Divine  Providence 
may  be  unfolded.  There  are  many  things  in  the  dealings  of 
God  towards  the  children  of  men,  which  appear  very  mysteri« 
ous,  if  we  view  them  without  having  an  eye  to  this  last  judg- 
ment, which,  yet,  if  we  consider  this  judgment,  have  do  diffi- 
culty in  them.    As, 


s^R.  VIII*  The  mes  ef  this  doctrine*  40o 

1  •  That  God  sufiers  the  wicked  to  live  and  prosper  in  the 
world.  The  infinitely  holy  and  wi^e  Creator  and  Governor  of 
the  world,  must  necessarii)  hate  wickedness ;  yet  we  see  many 
wicked  men  spreading  themselves  as  a  green  bay -tree  \  they 
live  with  impunity  ;  things  heem  to  go  well  with  them,  bnd  the 
world  smile:«  upon  them.  Many  who  have  not  been  bi  to  live^ 
who  have  held  God  and  religion  in  the  greatest  contempt,  who 
have  been  open  enemies  to  all  that  is  good ;  who,  b)  their 
wickedness,  have  been  the  pests  of  mankind;  many  cruel  ty- 
rants, whose  barbarities  have  been  such  as  would  even  fill  one 
with  horror  to  hear  or  read  of  them;  yet  have  lived  in  great 
wealth  and  outward  glory  ;  have  reigned  over  great  and  mighty 
kingdoms  and  empires,  and  have  been  honoured  as  a  sort  of 
earthly  gods. 

Now,  it  is  very  mysterious,  that  the  holy  and  righteous  Go- 
vernor of  the  world,  whose  eye  beholds  all  the  children  of  men, 
should  suffer  it  so  to  be,  unless  we  look  forward  to  the  day  of 
judgment;  and  then  the  mystery  is  unravelled.  For,  although 
God,  for  the  present,  keeps  silence,  and  seems  to  let  them  alone, 
yet  then  he  will  give  suitable  manifestations  of  his  displeasure 
against  their  wickedness  ;  they  shall  then  receive  condign  pu- 
Dishment.  The  saints  under  the  Old  Testament  were  much 
stumbled  at  these  dispensations  of  Providence,  %syon  may  see 
in  Job,  ch.  xxi.  and  Psal.  Ixxiii.  and  Jer.  ch.  xii»  The  difficultv 
to  them  was  so  great,  because,  then,  a  future  state,  and  a  day  of 
jud^ment,  were  not  revealed  with  that  clearness  with  which 
they  are  now. 

2.  God  sometimes  sufiers  some  of  the  best  of  men  to  be 
in  great  affliction,  poverty,  and  persecution.  The  wicked  rule, 
while  they  are  subject;  the  wicked  are  the  head,  and  they  are 
the  tail ;  the  wicked  domineer*  while  they  serve,  and  are  op- 
pressed, yea  are  trampled  under  their  feet,  as  the  mire  of  the 
streets.  These  things  are  very  common,  yet  they  seem  to  imply 
great  confusion.  When  the  wicked  are  exalted  to  power  and 
authority,  and  the  godly  are  oppressed  by  them,  things  are  quite 
out  of  joint :  Prov.  xx.  26.  A  righteous  man  falling  down  fte- 
fore  the  wickedy  is  as  a  troubled  fountain,  and  a  corrupt  spring. 
Sometimes,  one  wicked  man  makes  many  hundreds,  yea  thou- 
sands, of  precious  saints,  a  sacrifice  to  his  lust  and  cruelty,  or 
to  his  enmity  against  virtue  and  the  truth,  and  puts  them  to  death 
for  no  other  reason  but  that  for  which  they  are  especially  to  be 
esteemed  and  commended. 

Now,  if  we  look  no  further  than  to  the  present  state,  these 
things  appear  strange  and  unaccountable.  But  we  ought  not  to 
confine  our  views  within  such  narrow  limits.  When  God  shall 
have  put  an  end  to  the  present  state,  these  things  shall  all  be 
brought  to  rights.  Though  God  sufiers  thinp  to  be  so  for  the 
present,  yet  they  shall  not  proceed  in  this  course  alway ;  com- 


406  PRACTICAL    SKRMOX.S. 

paralively  speaking,  the  present  state  of  things  is  hut  for  a  nw* 
ment.  When  all  shall  be  settled  and  fixed  bj  a  divine  judg* 
ment,  the  righteous  shall  be  exalted,  honoured,  and  rewarded, 
and  the  wicked  shall  be  depressed,  and  put  under  their  feet. 
However  the  wicked  now  prevail  against  the  righteous,  jret  the 
righteous  shall,  at  last,  have  the  ascendant.  &>hall  come  od' con- 
querors, and  shall  see  the  just  vengeance  of  God  executed  upon 
those  who  now  hate  and  persecute  ihem* 

3.  It  is  another  mystery  of  providence,  that  God  suffen 
so  much  public  injustice  to  take  place  in  the  world*  There 
arc  not  only  private  wrongs,  which  in  this  state  pass  unsettled, 
but  many  public  wrongs,  wrongs  done  b}  men  acting  in  a  pub- 
lic character,  and  wrongs  which  atf'ect  nations,  kingdoms,  and 
other  public  bodies  of  men.  Many  sutler  by  men  in  public 
offices,  from  whom  there  is  no  refuge,  from  whose  decisions 
there  is  no  appeal.  Now  it  seems  a  mystery,  that  these  things 
are  tolerated,  when  he  that  is  rightfully  the  Supreme  Judge  and 
Governor  of  the  world  is  perfectly  just ;  but,  at  the  final  judg- 
ment, all  these  wrongs  shall  be  adjusted,  as  well  as  those  of  a 
more  private  nature. 

11.  Our  second  use  of  this  subject  shall  be  to  apply  it  to  the 
awakening  of  sinners.  You  that  have  not  the  fear  of^God  before 
your  eyes,  that  are  not  afraid  to  sin  against  him,  consider  serious- 
ly what  you  have  heard  concerning  the  day  of  judgment.  Al- 
though these  things  be  now  future  ai.d  unseen,  yet  they  are  real 
and  certain.  If  you  now  be  left  to  yourselves,  if  God  keep  si- 
lence, and  judgment  be  not  speedily  executed,  it  is  not  because 
God  is  regardless  how  you  live,  and  how  you  behave  yourselves. 
Now  indeed  God  is  invisible  to  }ou,  and  his  wrath  is  invisible; 
but  at  the  day  of  judgment,  you  yourselves  shall  see  him  with 
your  bodily  eyes  :  you  shall  not  then  be  able  to  keep  out  of  his 
sight,  or  to  avoid  seeing  him  :  Rev.  i.  7.  '*  Behold  he  Cometh 
witli  clouds  ;  and  every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  they  also  which 
pierred  him  :  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall  wail  because  of 
him.^'  You  shall  see  him  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  ;  your 
ears  shall  hear  the  last  trumpet,  that  dreadful  sound,  the  voice 
of  the  archangel;  your  eyes  shall  see  your  judge  sitting  on  tAc 
throne,  they  shall  see  those  manifestations  of  wrath  which  there 
will  be  in  his  countenance ;  your  ears  shall  hear  him  pronounce 
the  sentence. 

Seriously  consider,  if  you  live  in  the  ways  of  sin,  and  ap- 
pear ;it  that  day  with  the  guilt  of  it  upon  you,  how  you  will  be 
able  to  e.id«ire  the  sight  or  the  hearing  of  these  things,  and  whe- 
ther h  )rror  and  amazement  will  not  be  likely  to  seize  you,  when 
you  shall  see  the  jud^e  dcicendiiig,  and  hear  the  trump  of  God. 
What  account  will  you  be  able  to  give,  when  it  shall  be  inquired 
of  you,  why  }on  led  such  a  sinful  wirked  life?  What  will  you 
be  able  to  say  for  yourselves,  when  it  shall  be  asked^  why  you 
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neglected  such  and  such  particular  duties,  as  the  duty  of  secret 
prayePf  for  instance  ?  or  why  you  have  habitually  practised  such 
and  such  parlirular  sins  or  lusts  ?  Although  you  be  so  careless 
of  your  conduct  and  manner  of  life^  make  so  li^ht  of  sin,  and 
proceed  in  it  so  freely,  with  little  or  no  dread  or  remorse  ;  }et 
you  must  give  an  account  of  every  sin  that  yon  coinmit,  of  every 
idle  word  that  you  speak,  and  of  every  sinful  thought  of  your 
hearts.  Every  time  you  deviate  from  the  rules  of  justice,  of 
temperance,  or  of  charit}  ;  every  time  you  indulge  any  lust, 
whether  secretly  or  openly,  >ou  must  give  an  account  of  it :  it 
will  never  be  forgotten,  it  stands  written  in  that  book  which 
will  be  opened  on  that  day. 

Consider  the  rule  you  will  be  jud^^ed  by.  It  is  the  perfect 
rule  of  the  divine  law,  which  is  exceeding  strict,  and  exceeding 
broad.  And  how  will  you  ever  be  able  to  answer  the  demands 
of  this  law  ? — Consider  also, 

1.  That  the  judge  will  be  your  svpreme  judge.  You  will 
have  no  opportunity  to  appeal  from  his  decision.  This  is  often 
the  case  in  this  world  ;  when  we  are  dissati^f)ed  with  the  deci- 
sions of  a  judge,  we  oilen  may  appeal  to  a  higher,  a  more  know- 
ing, or  a  more  just  judicatory.  But  no  such  appeal  ran  be  made 
from  our  Divine  Judge ;  no  such  indulgence  will  be  allowed  : 
or  if  it  were  allowed,  there  is  no  superior  jud^e  to  whom  (he  ap- 
peal should  be  made.    By  his  decision,  therefore,  you  must  abide. 

3.  The  judge  will  be  omnipotent*  Were  he  a  mere  man, 
like  yourselves,  however  he  might  judge  and  determine,  you 
might  resist,  and  by  the  help  of  others,  if  not  by  yo^r  own 
strength,  prevent  or  elude  the  execution  of  the  judgment.  But 
the  judge  being  omnipotent,  this  is  utterly  impossible.  In  vain 
is  all  resistance,  either  by  yourselves,  or  by  whatever  help  you 
can  obtain:  ^'Though  hand  join  in  hand,  the  wicked  shall  not 
be  unpunished,''  Prov.  xi.  21.  As  well  might  you  *' set  the 
briers  and  thorns  in  battle  against  God.^'  Isa.  xxvii.  4. 

3.  The  judge  will  be  inexorable.  Human  judges  may  be 
prevailed  upon  to  reverse  their  sentence,  or  at  least  to  remit 
something  of  its  severity.  But  in  vain  will  be  all  your  entreaties, 
all  your  cries  and  tears  to  this  etTect^  with  the  great  Judge  of 
the  world.  Now  indeed  he  inclines  his  ear,  and  is  ready  to  hear 
the  prayers,  cries,  and  entreaties  of  all  mankind ;  but  then  the 
day  of  grace  will  be  past,  and  the  door  of  merc>  be  shut :  then 
although  ye  spread  forth  your  hands,  yet  the  judge  will  hide  his 
eyes  from  you ;  yea,  though  \e  make  many  prayers,  he  will  not 
hear:  Isa.  i.  15.  Then  the  judge  will  deal  in  fury  :  his  eye 
shall  not  spare,  neither  will  he  have  pity :  and  though  ye  cry 
in  his  ears  with  a  loud  voice,  yet  will  he  not  hear  you  :  Ezek^ 
viii.  18.  And  you  will  find  no  place  of  repentance  in  God^ 
though  ye  seek  it  carefully  with  tears. 
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4.  The  Judge  at  that  lime  will  not  mix  mercy  with  j 
The  time  for  mtrcy  tt>  be  shown  to  sitiners  will  then  be  | 
Christ  will  then  appear  in  Bimther  character  than  that  cf 
merciTuI  S^iviour.  Hiiviiig  laid  aside  the  inviting  attribules  of 
grace  and  mercy,  he  will  clothe  himself  with  jiietice  and  ven- 
geance. He  will  not  only,  in  general,  exact  of  sinners  the  de- 
muuds  of  the  bw,  but  he  will  exact  the  whole,  without  vnjr 
abatement :  he  will  eXHCt  the  very  uttermost  farthing,  Matt.  T. 
26.  Then  Christ  will  come  tofulfil  that  in  Rev.  xiv.  10.  "  The 
same  shall  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which  is 
poured  out  without  mixture,  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation." 
The  punishment  threatened  to  ungodly  men  is  mtHwt  atit/  pitw: 
see  Exeh.  v,  11."  Neither  shall  mine  eye  spare;  neither  will  I 
have  any  pily."  Here  all  jiid^ments  have  a  mixture  of  merc^ 
but  the  wrath  of  God  will  be  poured  out  upon  the  wicked  « 
out  mixture,  and  vengeanci'  will  haie  its  full  weight. 

tli.  I  »hall  apply  myself  (AiW/y,  to  several  difer. 
racUrs  of  men. 

I.  T(i  those  who  live  in  secret  wickedness.  Let  1 
consider,  that  for  all  Ihese  things  God  will  bring  them  i 
judgment.  Serrecj  is  your  temptation.  Promising  yourselreff 
this,  you  practise  many  things,  you  indulge  many  lusts,  uiider 
the  covert  of  darknese:,  and  in  secret  corners,  which  you  would 
bo  ashamed  to  do  in  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  before  the  world. 
But  this  temptation  is  entirely  groundless.  All  your  secret 
abominatioiig  are  even  now  perfectly  known  to  God,  and  will 
also  herealler  be  made  known  both  to  angels  and  men .  Lnke 
xii.  2,  3.  '■  For  there  is  nothing  covered,  that  shall  not  hereve*!- 
ed  ;  neither  hid,  that  shall  not  be  known.  Therefore  i 
soever  ye  have  spoken  in  darkness,  shall  be  heard  in  the  |l 
and  ihiit  which  ye  have  spoken  in  the  ear  in  closets,  sb<" 
proclaimed  upon  the  house-tops." 

Before  human  judges  are  brought  only  those  ihins  ■d 
are  known  ;  but  before  this  judge  shall  be  brought  uiel 
kitiiitn  Ihings  of  tlarlcnfss,  and  even  the  counirh  of  tk*  V 
I  Cor.  iv.  5.  All  your  secret  uncleanness,  nil  )oi; 
&nd  injustice,  all  your  lascivious  desires,  wishes,  ana 
all  your  inward  rovolou.sness,  which  is  idol»lry.  all  ya\ 
cious,  envious,  and  revengeful  thoughts  and  t)iir]iot«i.  whether 
brought  forth  into  practice  or  not.  shall  .then  be  made  matiifett, 
and  you  shall  be  judged  according  to  them.  Of  these  tfaingn, 
however  secret,  there  will  be  need  of  no  other  evidence  tban 
the  testimony  of  God  and  of  your  own  conscience*. 

2.  To  such  as  are  not  jiist  and  uprighl  in  thetr  dealinn 
with  Iheii  fellow  men.  Consider  that  all  your  dealings  with 
men  mui't  be  tried,  must  he  brought   forth  into  Judgment,    and 

re  compared  with  the  rules  of  the  word  of  Gc 
actions  must  be  Judged   according  to  those   thin: 
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found  written  in  the  book  of  the  word  of  God.  If  your  ways 
of  deahng  with  men  shall  not  agree  with  those  rules  of  righte- 
ousness, they  will  be  condemned.  Now,  the  word  of  God 
directs  us  to  practise  entire  justice;  That  which  is  altogether 
just  shalt  thou  follow^  Deut.  xvi.  20.  and  to  do  to  others  as  we 
^ould  they  should  do  to  us.  But  how  many  are  there,  whose 
dealings  with  their  fellow-men,  if  strictly  tried  by  these  rules, 
would  not  stand  the  test  ? 

God  hath  in  his  word,  forbidden  all  deceit  and  fraud  in  our 
dealings  one  with  another.  Lev.  xi.  13.  He  hath  forbidden  us 
to  oppress  one  another.  Lev.  xxv.  14.  But  how  frequent  are 
practices  contrary  to  those  rules,  and  which  will  not  bear  to  be 
tried  by  them?  How  common  are  fraud  and  trickishness  in 
trade  ?  How  will  men  endeavour  to  lead  on  those  with  whom 
they  trade  in  the  dark,  that  so  they  may  make  their  advantage  ? 
Yea,  lying  in  trading  is  too  common  a  thing  among  us.  How 
common  are  such  things  as  that  mentioned,  Prov.  xx.  14.  It  is 
nought^  it  is  nought^  saith  the  buyer  ^  but  when  he  is  gone  his  wayi 
then  he  boasteth. 

Many  men  will  take  the*  advantage  of  another's  ignorance 
to  advance  their  own  gain,  to  his  wrong ;  yea,  they  seem  nc^ 
to  scruple  such  practices.  Beside  downright  lying,  men  have 
many  ways  of  blinding  and  deceiving  one  another  in  trade, 
which  are  by  no  means  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  will  ap- 
pear to  be  very  unjust,  when  they  shall  be  tried  by  the  rule  of 
God^s  word  at  the  day  of  judgment.  And  how  common  a 
thin^is  oppression  or  extortion,  in  taking  any  advantage  that 
men  can  by  any  means  obtain,  to  get  the  utmost  possible  of 
their  neighbour  for  what  they  have  to  dispose  of,  and  their 
neighbour  needs! 

Let  such  consider,  that  there  is  a  God  in  heaven,  who  be- 
holds them,  and  sees  how  they  conduct  themselves  in  their 
daily  traffic;  with  one  another;  and  that  he  will  try  their  works 
another  day.  Justice  shall  assuredly  take  place  at  last.  The 
righteous  Governor  of  the  world  will  not  suner  injustice  without 
control ;  he  will  control  and  rectify  it,  by  returning  the  injury 
upon  the  head  of  the  injurer :  Matt.  vii.  2.  With  what  measure 
ye  mete^  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again* 

3.  To  those  who  plead  for  the  lawfulness  of  practices 
generally  condemned  by  God^s  people.  You  who  do  this,  con- 
sider that  your  practices  must  be  tried  at  the  day  of  judgment. 
Consider,  whether  or  no  they  are  likely  to  be  approved  by  the 
most  holy  judge  at  that  day:  Prov.  v.  21.  The  ways  of  man 
are  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  and  he  pondereth  all  his  goings* 
However,  by  your  carnal  reasonings,  you  may  deceive  your  own 
hearts,  yet  you  will  not  be  able  to  deceive  the  Judge,  he  will 
not  hearken  to  your  excuses,  but  will  try  your  ways  by  the'  rule ; 
he  will  know  whether  they  be  straight  or  crooked. 
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When  you  plead  for  these  aod  those  liberties  which  yotf 
take,  let  it  be  considered,  whether  the)  be  likely  to  be  allowed 
of  by  the  Judge  at  the  last  great  day.  Will  they  bear  to  be 
tried  by  his  eyes,  which  arc  purer  than  to  behold  evil,  and  can* 
not  look  on  iniquity  ? 

4.  To  those  who  arc  wont  to  excuse  their  wickedness.-^ 
Will  the  excuses  which  you  make  for  yourselves  be  accepted 
at  the  day  of  judgment  ?     If  you  excuse  yourselves  to  your  own 
consciences,  by  saying,  that  you  were  under  such  and  such 
temptations  which  you  could  not  withstand ;  that  corrupt  na-* 
ture  prevailed,  and  you  could  not  overcome  it ;  that  it  would 
have  been  so  and  so  to  your  damage,  if  you  had  done  otherwise  j 
that  if  you  had  done  such  a  duty,  you  would  have  brought  yoar- 
selves  into  difficulty,  would  have  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
such  and  such  friends,  or  would  have  been  despised  and  laugjh- 
cd  at ;  or,  if  you  say,  you  did  no  more  than  it  was  the  common 
custom  to  do,  no  more  than  many  godly  men  have  done,  no 
more  than  certain  persons  of  good  reputation  now  practice  ; 
that  if  you  had  done  otherwise,  you  would  have  been  singular; 
if  these  be  your  excuses  for  the  sins  which  you  commit^  or  for 
the  duties  which  you  neglect,  let  me  ask  you,  will  tbey  appear 
sufficient  when  they  shall  be  examined  at  the  day  of  judgment  f 

5*  To  those  who  live  in  impenitence  and  unbelief*  There 
are  some  persons  who  live  in  no  open  vice,  and,  perhaps,  con** 
scientiously  avoid  secret  immorality,  who  yet  live  in  impeni- 
tence and  unbelief.  They  are,  indeed,  called  upon  to  repent 
and  believe  the  gospel,  to  forsake  their  evil  ways  and  thoughtSf 
and  to  return  to  God,  that  he  may  have  mercy  on  them ;  to 
come  unto  Christ,  labouring^  and  heavy 'laden  with  sin,  that 
they  may  obtain  rest  of  him ;  and  are  assured,  that  if  tbej  6e- 
lievey  they  shall  be  saved;  and  that  if  they  believe  not^  they  shall 
be  damned ;  and  all  the  most  powerful  motives  are  set  before 
them,  to  induce  them  to  comply  with  these  exhortations,  espe- 
cially those  drawn  from  the  eternal  world  ;  yet  they  persist  in 
sin,  thev  remain  impenitent  and  unhumbled  ;  they  will  not  come 
unto  Christ,  that  they  may  have  life. 

Now,  such  men  shall  be  brought  into  judgment  for  their 
conduct,  as  well  as  more  gross  sinners.  Nor  will  they  be  any 
more  able  to  stand  in  the  judgment  than  the  other.  Fhey  re- 
sist the  most  powerful  means  of  grace ;  go  on  in  sin  against  the 
clear  light  of  the  gospel ;  refuse  to  hearken  to  the  kindest  calb 
and  invitations ;  reject  the  most  amiable  Saviour,  the  Judee 
himself;  and  despise  the  free  offers  of  eternal  life,  glory,  and  fe- 
licity. And  how  will  they  be  able  to  answer  for  these  things  at 
the  tribunal  of  Christ  ? 

IV.  If  there  be  a  day  of  judgment  appointed,  then  let  all 
be  very  strict  in  trying  their  own  sincerity.  God,  on  that  day, 
will  discover  the  secrets  of  all  hearts.     The  judgment  of  that 
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day  will  be  like  the  fire,  which  burns  up  whatsoever  is  noi  (rur 
gold ;  wood,  hay,  stubble,  and  dross,  sliall  be  all  consumed  hy 
the  scorching  fire  of  that  day.  The  judge  will  be  like  a  rcfi- 
ner^s  fire,  and  fuller^s  soap,  which  will  cleanse  away  all  filthi- 
ness,  however  it  may  be  coloured  over  :  Mah  iii.  2.  ^*  Who 
may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming?  and  who  shall  stand  when 
he  appeareth  ?  for  he  is  like  a  refiner^s  fire,  and  like  fuller's 
soapf^  and  chap.  iv.  1 — ^' For  behold  the  day  cometh  that 
shall  burn  as  an  oven,  and  all  the  proud,  yea,  and  all  that  do 
wickedly,  shall  be  stubble,  and  the  day  that  cometh  shall  burn 
them  up,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.'' 

There  are  multitudes  of  men,  that  wear  the  guise  of  saints, 
appear  like  saints,  and  their  state,  both  in  their  own  eyes,  and 
in  the  eyes  of  their  neighbours,  is  good.  They  have  sheepV 
clothing.  But  no  disguise  can  hide  them  from  the  eyes  of  tne 
Judge  of  the  world.  His  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  nre :  they 
search  the  hearts,  and  try  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men. 
He  will  see  whether  they  be  sound  at  heart ;  he  will  sec  from 
what  principles  they  have  acted.  A  fair  show  will,  in  no  de- 
gree, deceive  him,  as  it  doth  men  in  the  present  state.  It  will 
signify  nothing  to  say,  ''  Lord,  we  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy 
presence ;  and  in  thy  name  have  we  cast  out  devils,  and  in  thy 
name  have  done  many  wonderful  works.'^  It  will  signify  nothing 
to  pretend  to  a  great  deal  of  comfort  and  joy,  and  to  the  experi- 
ence of  great  religious  affections,  and  to  your  having  done  many 
things  in  religion  and  morality,  unless  you  have  some  greater 
evidences  of  sincerity. 

Wherefore,  let  every  one  take  heed  that  he  be  not  deceiv- 
ed concerning  himself;  and  that  he  depend  not  on  that  which 
will  not  bear  examination  at  the  day  of  judgment.  Be  not 
contented  with  this,  that  you  have  the  judgment  of  men,  the 
judgment  of  godly  men,  or  that  of  ministers,  in  your  favour. 
Consider,  that  they  are  not  to  be  your  judges  at  last.  Take 
occasion,  frequently,  to  compare  your  hearts  with  the  word  of 
God ;  that  is  the  rule  by  which  you  are  to  be  finally  tried  and 
judged.  And  try  yourselves  by  your  works,  by  which,  also,  you 
must  be  tried  at  last.  Inquire  whether  you  lead  holy  Christian 
lives,  whether  you  perform  universal  and  unconditional  obedi« 
ence  to  all  God^s  commands,  and  whether  you  do  it  from  a  truly 
gracious  respect  to  God. 

Also  frequently  bee  of  God,  the  judge,  that  he  would  search 
you,  try  you  now,  and  discover  you  to  yourselves,  that  vou  may 
see  if  you  be  insincere  in  religion ;  and  that  he  would  lead  you 
in  the  way  everlasting.  Beg  of  God,  that  if  you  be  not  upon  a 
good  foundation,  he  would  unsettle  you,  and  fix  you  upon  the 
sure  foundation.  The  example  of  the  Psalmist  in  this  is  worthy 
of  imitation :  Psal.  xxvi.  1,2.^^  Judge  me,  O  Lord,  examinf: 
me.  and  prove  me :  try  my  reins  and  mine  heart  :^'  and  Psal. 
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cxxxix.  23,  24.  •'  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart :  try 
me,  and  know  my  thoughts*  And  see  if  there  be  any  wicked 
way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting/'  God  will 
search  us  hereafter,  and  discover  what  we  are,  both  to  ourselves 
and  to  all  the  world ;  let  us  pray  that  he  would  search  us,  and 
discover  our  hearts  to  us  now.  We  have  need  of  divine  help 
in  this  matter;  for  the  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things. 

V.  If  God  hath  appointed  a  day  to  judge  the  world,  let  us 
judge  and  condemn  ourselves  for  our  sins.  This  we  must  do,  if 
we  would  not  be  judged  and  condemned  for  them  on  that  day. 
If  wc  would  escape  condemnation,  we  must  see  that  we  justly 
may  be  condemned  ;  we  must  be  so  sensible  of  our  vileness  and 
guilt,  as  to  see  that  we  deserve  all  that  condemnation  and 
punishment  which  arc  threatened  ;  and  that  we  are  in  the  hands 
of  God,  who  is  the  sovereign  disposer  of  us,  and  will  do  with  us 
as  seemeth  to  himself  good.  Let  us  therefore  often  reflect  on 
pur  sins,  confess  them  before  God,  condemn  and  abhor  our- 
selves, be  truly  humbled,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes. 

VI.  If  these  things  be  so,  let  us  by  no  means  be  forward  to 
judge  others.  Some  are  forward  to  judge  others,  to  judge  their 
)iearts  both  in  general  and  upon  particular  occasions,  to  deter- 
mine as  to  the  principles,  motives  and  ends  of  their  actions. 
But  this  is  to  assume  the  province  of  God,  and  to  set  up  our- 
selves as  lords  and  judges.  Rom.  xiv.  4.  '^  Who  art  thou,  that 
thou  judgest  another  man^s  servant?'*  James  iv.  11.  ^^ Speak 
not  evil  one  of  another,  brethren.*'  He  that  speaketh  evil  of  his 
brother  and  judgeth  his  brother,  speaketh  evil  of  the  law, 
and  judgeth  the  law.''  To  be  thus  disposed  to  judge  and  act 
censoriously  towards  others,  is  the  way  to  be  judged  and  con> 
demned  ourselves.  Matt.  vii.  1,2.'^  Judge  not  that  ye  be  not 
judged.  For  with  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged  : 
and  with  what  measure  ye  mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you 
again." 

VII.  This  doctrine  affords  matter  of  great  consolation  to  the 
godly.  This  day  of  judgment,  which  is  so  terrible  to  ungodly 
men,  affords  no  ground  of  terror  to  you,  but  abundant  ground  of 
joy  and  satisfaction.  For  though  you  now  meet  with  more  af- 
fliction and  trouble  than  most  wicked  men,  yet  on  that  day  you 
shall  be  delivered  from  all  afllictions,  and  from  all  trouble.  If 
you  be  unjustly  treated  by  wicked  men,  and  abused  by  thena, 
what  a  comfort  is  it  to  the  injured,  that  they  may  appeal  to  God, 
who  judgeth  righteously.  The  Psalmist  used  often  to  comfort 
himself  with  this. 

Upon  these  accounts  the  saints  have  reason  to  love  the  ap- 
pearing of  Jesus  Christ.  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  ''  Henceforth  there  is 
laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  at  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only, 
but  to  all  those  that  love  his  appearing."    This  is  to  the  saints 
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a  blessed  hope.  Tit.  ii.  13.  ^'  Looking  for  that  blessed  hope, 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ."  This  day  may  well  be  the  object  of  their  eager 
desire,  and  when  they  hear  of  Christ^s  comin^  to  judgment,  they 
may  well  say,  Even  so  come^Lord  Jesus.  Rev.  xxii.  20.  It  will 
be  the  [Qost  glorious  day  that  ever  the  saints  saw  ;  it  will  be  so 
both  to  those  who  shall  die,  and  whose  souls  shall  go  to  heaven, 
and  to  those  who  shall  then  be  found  alive  on  earth  :  it  will  be 
the  wedding-day  of  the  church.  Surely  then  in  the  conside- 
ration of  the  approach  of  this  day,  there  is  ground  of  great  con- 
solation to  the  saints. 


-Ui 


SERMON  IX< 


SELF- FLATTERIES ;— OR,    THE    VAIN    SELF-FLATTERIES 

OF  THE  SINNER. 

PsaK  xjcxvi.  2. 

For  heflattereth  himself  in  his  own  eyts^  until  his  iniquity  be 

found  to  be  hate/uL 

In  the  foregoing  verse,  David  says,  ^'  The  transgre^gion  of 
the  wicked  saith  within  my  heart,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  God 
before  his  eyes  '/^  that  is,  when  he  saw  that  the  wicked  went 
on  in  sin,  in  an  allowed  way  of  wickedness,  it  convinced  him 
that  they  were  not  afraid  of  those  terrible  judgments,  and  of 
that  wrath  with  which  God  hath  threatened  sinners.  If  the 
sinner  were  afraid  of  these,  he  could  never  go  on  so  securely 
in  sin  as  he  doth. 

It  was  a  strange  thing  that  men,  who  enjoyed  such  light 
as  they  did  in  the  land  of  Israel,  who  read  and  heard  those 
many  awful  threatenings  which  were  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law,  should  not  be  afraid  to  go  on  in  sin.  But,  saith  the 
Psalmist,  They  flatter  themselves  in  their  own  eyes :  they  havo 
something  or  other  which  they  make  a  foundation  of  encou- 
ragement, whereby  they  persuade  themselves  that  they  shall 
escape  those  judgments :  and  that  makes  them  put  £ir  away 
the  evil  day. 

In  this  manner  the  sinner  proceeds,  until  his  iniquity  be 

found  to  be  hateful;  that  is,  until  he  finds  by  experience  that 

it  is  a  more  dreadful  thing  to  sin  against  God,  and  break  his 

holy  commands,  than  he  imagined.     He  thinks  sin  to  be  sweet, 

and  bides  it  as  a  sweet  morsel  under  his  tongue ;  he  loves  it 
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and  flatters  himself  in  it,  till  at  length  lie  finds  by  experience, 
that  it  is  bitter  as  gall  and  wormwood.  Though  he  thinks  the 
commission  of  sin  to  be  lovely,  yet  he  will  find  the  fruit  of  it 
to  be  hateful,  and  what  he  cannot  endure.  Prov.  xxiii.  32. 
*'  At  last  it  will  bite  like  a  serpent,  and  sting  like  an  adder.'' 

Here  observe,  the  subject  spoken  of  is  the  wicked  man,^  of 
whom  the  Psalmist  had  been  speaking  in  the  foregoing  verse. 
His  action  in  flattering  himself  in  his  own  eyes  ^  i.  e.  he  makes 
himself  and  his  case  to  appear  to  himself,  or  in  his  own  eyes, 
better  than  it  is. 

How  long  he  continues  so  to  do,  until  his  iniquity  he  found 
to  be  hateful.  Which  may  be  taken  for,  either  his  sin  itself 
as  the  wicked  will  see  how  odious  sin  is  to  God,  when  he  shall 
feel  the  effects  of  his  hatred,  and  how  hateful  to  angels  and 
saints  ;  or  rather,  the  cause  is  here  put  for  the  effect,  the  tree 
for  its  fruit,  and  he  will  find  his  iniquity  to  be  hateful,  as  he 
will  find  the  batefulness  and  feel  the  terribleness  of  the  fruit 
of  his  iniquity.  Hence  it  appears,  that  Wicked  men  generally 
flatter  themselves  with  hopes  of  escaping  punishment^  till  it  aC' 
tually  comes  upon  them. 

There  are  but  few  sinners  who  despair,  who  give  up  the 
cause,  and  conclude  within  themselves,  that  they  shall  go  to 
hell ;  yet  there  are  but  few  who  do  not  go  to  hell.  It  is  to  be 
feared  that  men  go  to  hell  every  day  out  of  this  country  ;  yet 
very  few  of  them  suffer  themselves  to  believe,  that  they  are  in 
any  great  danger  of  that  punishment.  They  go  on  sinning,  and 
thus  travelling  in  the  direct  road  to  the  pit ;  yet  they  persuade 
themselves  that  they  shall  never  fall  into  if. 

SECT.  I. 
Sinners  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  of  impunity. 

We  are  so  taught  in  the  word  of  God,  Deut.  xxix.  18,  1^. 
''  Lest  there  should  be  among  you  man,  or  woman,  or  family, 
or  tribe,  whose  heart  turneth  away  this  day  from  the  Lord  our 
God.  Lest  there  should  be  among  you  a  root  that  beareth 
gall  and  wormwood,  and  it  come  to  pass  when  he  heareth  the 
words  of  this  curse,  that  he  bless  himself  in  his  hearty  saying,  I 
shall  have  peace,  though  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  mine 
hearty  ta  add  drunkenness  to  thirst.'^  Where  it  is  supposed, 
that  they  whose  hearts  turn  away  from  God,  and  are  roots  that 
bear  gall  and  wormwood,  generally  bless  themselves  in  their 
hearts,  saying.  We  shall  have  peace. 

See  also  Psalm  xlrx,  17,  18.  ''  When  he  dieth,  he  shall 
carry  nothing  away:  his  glory  shall  not  descend  after  him, 
though,  whilst  he  lived,  he  blessed  his  souW*  And  Psalm  I.  21 . 
^' These   things  thou  hast   done,    and  I  kept  silence;    thou 
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thoughtest  that  1  was  altogether  such  an  one  as  ihjstif; 
but  I  will  reprove  thee,  aad  set  them  in  order  before  Unite 
eyes." 

It  i»  very  evident,  that  gioneni  flatter  themselves  that 
they  shall  escaiie  punishment,  otherwise  they  would  be  in 
dreadful  and  continual  distress;  they  could  never  live  so  cheer- 
fully as  they  now  do.  Their  lives  would  be  filled  with  sorrow 
and  mourning,  and  they  would  be  in  continual  uneasiness  and 
distress,  as  much  as  those  that  are  exercised  with  some  violent 
pain  of  body.  But  it  is  a|)parent  that  men  are  careless  aad 
secure;  they  are  not  much  concerned  about  future  punish- 
ment, and  they  cheerfully  pursue  their  business  and  recreations. 
Therefore  they  undoubledly  fiatUr  themselves,  that  they  shall 
not  be  elernally  miserable  In  hell,  as  they  arc  threatened  iu  lite 
word  of  God. 

It  is  evident  that  they  Uatter  themselves  with  hopes  thst 
they  §hall  escape  punishment,  otherwise  they  would  certainly 
be  restrained,  at  least  from  many  of  those  sins  in  which  they 
now  live  :  they  would  not  proceed  in  wilful  courses  of  sin. 
The  transgression  of  the  wicked  convinced  the  Psalmist,  and  is 
cnoui^h  to  convince  every  one,  thai  there  is  no  fear  of  God 
before  bis  eye»,  and  that  he  flatters  himself  in  his  own  eyes.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  men  allowedly  to  do  those  very  things 
which  they  know  are  Ihreatened  with  everlasting  destruction,  if 
they  did  not  some  way  encourage  themselves  tbey  sboold 
nevertheless  escape  that  destruction' 

SECT.  II. 


Some  of  the  various  Ways  jeberein  Sinners  fialUr  thttnstlvu 
in  their  own  F.yts. 

1.  Soke  flatter  themselves  with  a  secret  hope,  that  Ihcre 
is  no  such  thing  as  anolhtr  world.  They  hear  a  great  drtt 
of  preaching,  and  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  hell,  and  the 
eternal  jndgment ;  but  those  thingc  do  not  seem  to  then)  to  be 
real.  The)  never  saw  hell,  nor  the  devils  and  danwed  spirits ; 
and  therefore  are  ready  to  saj  within  themselves.  How  do  1 
know  that  there  is  any  such  thing  as  another  world  ?  When 
the  beasts  die,  there  is  an  end  of  them,  and  bow  do  I  know 
but  that  it  will  be  so  with  me!  Perhaps  all  these  things  tit 
nothing  but  the  inventions  of  men,  nothing  hut  cunningly -deriied 
fables. 

Such  thoughts  are  apt  to  rise  in  the  minds  of  sinnen.  mhJ 
the  devil  sets  in  to  enforce  them.  Such  thoughts  arc  an  cue 
to  them;  therefore  Ihey  wiVA  they  wire  true,  and  that  makes 
them  the  more  ready  to  think  that  they  are  so.  So  that  ihcj 
are  hardened  in  the  way  of  sin.  by  infidelity  and  atheislicat 
thoughts.     Psalm   xiv.    I.   "The  fool  hath  said  in  bis   be«t. 
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There  is  no  God.''  Psalm  xciv.  6,  7.  ''  They  slay  the  widow 
and  the  stranger,  and  murder  the  fatherless.  Yet  they  say, 
The  Lord  shall  not  see  ;  neither  shall  the  God  of  Jacob 
regard  it/' 

2.  Some  flatter  themselves,  that  death  is  a  great  way  off, 
and  that  they  shall,  hereafter,  have  much  opportunity  to  seek 
salvation ;  and  they  think,  if  they  earnestly  seek  it,  though  it  be 
a  great  while  hence,  they  shall  obtain.      Although  they  see  no 

y.  reason  to  conclude  that  they  shall  live  long,  and  perhaps  they 
do  not  positively  conclude  that  they  shall,  yet  it  doth  not  come 
into  their  minds,  that  their  lives  are  really  uncertain,  and  that 
it  is  doubtful  whether-  they  will  live  another  year.  Such  a 
thought  as  this  doth  not  take  any  hold  of  them.  And,  although 
they  do  not  absolutely  determine  that  they  shall  live  to  old  age, 
or  to  middle  age,  yet  they  secretly  flatter  themselves  with  such 

-  ,an  imagination.  They  are  disposed  to  believe  so,  they  act  upon 
itf  and  run  the  venture. 

Men  believe,  that  things  will  be  as  they  choose  to  have 
them,  without  reason,  i^nd  sometimes  without  the  appearance 
of  reason,  as  is  most  apparent  in  this  case.  Psalm  xlix.  11. 
'' Their  inward  thought  is,  that  their  houses  shall  continue  for 
ever,  and'  their  dwelling-places  to  all  generations  ;  they  call 
their  lands  after  their  own  names.'^ — The  prepossession  and 
desire  of  mei^to  have  it  so,  is  the  principal  thing  that  makes 
them  so  believe.  However,  there  are  several  other  things 
which  they  use  as  arguments  to  flatter  themselves.      Perhaps 

.  they  think,  that  since  thejr  are  at  present  in  health,  or  in  youth, 
or  that  since  they  are  useful  men,  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and 
both  themselves  and  others  pray  for  the  continuance  of  their 
lives ;  they  are  not  likely  to  be  removed  by  death  very  soon. — 
If  they  live  many  years  in  the  world,  they  think  it  very  proba- 
ble that  they  shall  be  converted  before  they  die :  as  they  expect, 
hereafter,  to  have  much  more  convenient  opportunities  to  be^ 
come  converted,  than  they  have  now.  And,  by  some  means  or 
other,  .they  think  they  shall  get  through  their  work  before  they 
arrive  at  old  aee. 

3.  Some  flatter  themselves,  that  they  lead  moral  and  order- 
ly lives,  and  therefore  think  that  they  shall  not  be  damned. — 
They  think,  within  themselves,  that  they  live  not  in  any  vice, 
that  they  take  care  to  wrong  no  man,  are  just  and  honest  deal- 
ers ;  that  they  are  not  addicted  to  hard  drinking,  or  to  unclean- 
ness,  or  to  bad  language ;  that  they  keep  the  Sabbath  strictly ; 
are  constant  attendants  on  the  public  worship,  and  maintain  the 
worship  of  God  in  their  families.  Therefore,  they  hope,  that 
God  will  not  cast  them  into  hell.  They  see  not  why  God 
•hoald  be  so  angry  with  them  as  that  would  imply,  seeing  they 
•re  so  orderly  and  regular  in  their  walk !  they  see  not  that  they 
have  done  enough  to  anger  him  to  that  degree.     And  if  thcr 
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have  angered  him,  they  imagine  they  have  alao  done  a  great     , 
(leal  to  pacify  him. 

if  they  be  not  as  yet  converted,  and  it  be  neceeaary  llial 
they  should  experience  any  oiher  conversion,  in  order  to  Ibeir 
salvation,  they  hope  that  their  orderly  and  strict  hves  will  move 
God  to  give  them  convertiug  grace.  They  hope,  (hat  Euml/ 
God  will  not  see  those,  that  live  as  they  do,  go  to  hell.  Thas 
they  flatter  themselves,  as  those  (Luke  xviii.  9,)  "that  Irusled 
in  tbemselvCB  that  they  were  righteous." 

4,  Some  make  the  advanlages  under  which  they  IiTe  an 
occasion  of  self-flattery.  They  flatter  themselvcB,  that  they 
live  in  a  place  where  the  gospel  is  powerfully  preached,  and 
among  a  religious  people,  where  many  have  been  converted; 
and  tliey  think  it  will  be  much  easier  for  them  to  be  saved  on  . 
that  account.  Thus  they  abuse  the  grace  of  God  to  their  de- 
struction ;  they  do  that  which  ihe  scriptures  call  despising  Iftt 
riches  of  God's  goodness  ;  Rom.  ii.  4.  "  Or  despisesE  ihoii  the 
riches  of  his  goodness,  and  forbearance,  and  (oRg-su/Tering ; 
not  knowing  that  the  gooduess  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repent- 
ance  ?" 

Some  flatter  themselves,  that  they  are  bom  of  godly  pa- 
rents, who  are  dear  to  God,  who  have  often  and  earnestly 
prayed  for  them,  and  hope  that  Iheir  prayers  will  be  heard; 
and  ihat  encourages  them  to  go  on  in  the  way  of  neglecting 
their  souls.  The  Jews  had  great  dependence  upon  Itiis,  that 
they  were  the  children  of  Abraham  ;  John  viii.  33,  they  make  , 
Ihelr  boast,  "  We  be  Abraham's  seedf"  and  in  verse  39,  "  Abra- 
bsm  is  oar  father." 

5,  Some  flatter  themselves  wilh  their  own  inlenli«n». 
They  intend  to  give  themselves  liberty  for  a  while  longer,  and 
tlun  to  reform.  Tlioiigh  now  they  neglect  their  souls,  and  ire 
going  on  In  sin,  yet  ihey  intend,  ere  long,  to  bestir  themselvci, 
to  leave  off  their  sins,  and  to  set  themselves  to  seek  God. 
They  hear  Ihat  there  is  great  encouragement  for  those  who 
earnestly  seek  God,  that  they  shall  tind  him.  So  they  intend 
to  do ;  they  propose  to  seek  with  a  great  deal  of  earneflness. 
They  are  told,  that  there  are  many  who  seek  to  enter  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  who  shall  not  be  able;  but  they  intend,  not 
only  to  seek,  but  to  strive.  However,  for  the  presCol,  they  al- 
low themselves  in  their  case,  sloth,  and  pleasure,  minding  only 
earthly  things. 

Or,  if  ihcy  should  be  seized  wilh  some  mortal  distemper. 
tind  should  draw  near  to  the  grave,  before  the  lime  which  they 
lay  out  in  their  minds  for  reformation,  Ihey  think  how  earaestly 
they  would  pray  and  cry  to  God  for  mercy :  and,  as  they  bear 
God  is  a  merciful  God,  who  laketh  no  delight  in  the  death  of 
sinners,  they  hence  flatter  Ihemselves  tf  "   ' 

fn  have  pity  on  them. 
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There  are  but  few  sinners,  knowing  themselves  to  be  such, 
who  have  not  intentions  of  future  repentance  and  reformation ; 
bpt  few  who  do  not  flatter  themselves,  that  they  shall  in  good 
earnest  seek  God  some  time  or  other.  Hell  is  full  of  good  tn- 
tenders^  who  never  proved  to  be  true  performers  :  Acts  xxiv. 
25.  ''  Go  thy  way  for  this  time  ;  when  I  have  a  convenient  sea- 
son, I  will  call  for  thee.^^ 

6.  There  are  some  who  flatter  themselves^  that  Ihey  rfo, 
and  have  done,  a  great  deal  for  their  salvation,  and  therefore 
hope  they  shall  obtain  ;  when  indeed  they  neither  do  what  they 
ought  to  do,  nor  what  they  might  do  even  in  their  present  state 
of  unregeneracy ;  nor  are  they  in  any  likely  way  to  be  con- 
verted. They  think  they  are  striving,  when  they  actually  neg- 
lect many  moral  and  some  instituted  duties  ;  nor  do  they  exert 
themselves  as  if  it  were  for  their  lives ;  they  are  not  violent  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

.  There  are  doubtless  many  such  ;  many  are  concerned,  and 
are  seeking,  and  do  many  things^  and  think  that  they  are  in  a 
very  fair  way  to  obtain  the  kingdom  of  God ;  yet  there  is  great 
danger  that  they  will  prove  at  last  to  be  some  of  the  foolish 
virgins,  and  be  found  without  oil  in  their  vessels. 

7.  Some  hope  by  their  strivings  to  obtain  salvation  of 
themselves.  They  have  a  secret  imagination,  that  they  shall 
by  d^rees,  work  in  themselves  sorrow  and  repentance  of  sio, 
and  love  towards  God  and  Jesus  Christ.  Their  striving  is 
not  so  much  an  earnest  seeking  to  God,  as  a  striving  to  do 
themselves  that  which  is  the  work  of  God.  Many  who  are 
now  seeking  have  this  imagination ;  they  labour,  read,  pray, 
hear  sermons,  and  go  to  private  meetings,  with  the  view  of 
making  themselves  holy,  and  of  working  in  themselves  holy 
affections. 

Many  who  only  project  and  design  to  turn  to  God  here- 
after, are  apt  to  think  that  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  be  converted  ; 
that  it  is  a  thing  which  will  be  in  their  own  power  at  any  time, 
when  they  shall  earnestly  set  themselves  to  it. 

8.  Some  sihners  flatter  themselves,  that  they  are  already 
converted.  They  sit  down  and  rest  in  a  false  hope,  persuad- 
ing themselves  that  all  their  sins  are  pardoned :  that  God  loves 
them ;  that  they  shall  go  to  heaven  when  they  die ;  and  that 
they  need  trouble  themselves  no  more  :  Rev.  iii.  17.  ^^  Because 
thou  say  est,  1  am  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and  have  need 
of  nothing:  and  knowest  not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  mi- 
serable, and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.^' 

Sinners  very  generally  go  on  flattering  themselves  in  some 
or  other  of  these  ways,  till  their  punishment  actually  overtakes 
them.     These  are  the  baits  by  which  Satan  catches  souls,  ai*"" 
draws  them  into  his  snare.     They  are  such  self-flattaii 
these  that  keep  men  from  seeing  their  danger,  and  tbi 
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tliem  go   on  accurely,  ''as  the  bird  bastcth  to  tlic  snare,  and 
knowcth  not  that  it  is  for  his  life."  .       • 

Those  that  flatter  themselves  with  hoped  of  living  a  gieat 
while  longer  in  the  world,  very  commonly  continue  to  do  so 
iill  death  comes*  Death  comes  upon  them  when  they  expect 
it  not;  they  look  upon  it  as  a  great  way  off  when  there  ia 
but  a  step  between.  They  thought  not  of  dying  at  that 
time,  nor  at  any  time  near  it.     When  they  were  young  they. 

!>roposed  to  live  a  good  while  longer;  and  if  they  happen  to 
ive  till  middle  age,  they  still  maintain  the  same  thought,  that 
they  are  not  yet  near  death ,  and  so  that  thought  goes  along 
with  them  as  long  as  they  live,  or  till  they  are  just  about 
to  die. 

Men  often  have  a  dependence  on  their  own  righteousnesf, 
and  as  long  as  they  live  are  never  brought  off  from  it*  Mul« 
titudes  uphold  themselves  with  their  own  intentions,  till  aU 
their  prospects  are  dashed  in  pieces  by  death.  They  put  pff 
the  work  which  they  have  to  do  till  such  a  time  ;  and  when  that 
comes,  they  put  it  off  to  another  time ;  until  death,  which  can* ' 
not  be  put  off,  overtakes  them.  There  are  many  also  thai  bold 
a  false  hope^  a  persuasion  that  they  belong  to  God;  and  as  long 
as  they  live,  by  all  the  marks  and  signs  which  are  given,  of  a 
true  convert  they  never  will  be  persuaded  to  let*go  their  hope, 
till  it  is  rent  from  them  by  death. 

Thus  men  commonly  uphold  themselves,  and  make  them- 
selves easy,  till  hell-fire  makes  them  uneasy.  Everlasting  ruin 
comes  upon  them  as  a  snare,  and  all  their,  hopes  are  at  once 
cut  off,  and  turned  into  everlasting  despair :  1  Thess.  v.  i. 
''  When  they  shall  say,  Peace  and  safety ;  then  sudden  des- 
truction Cometh  upon  them,  as  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child  ; 
and  they  shall  not  escape. 


SECT.  III. 

TTic  subject  applied* 

1 .  Hence  we  learn  one  reason  why  there  are  but  few  sa- 
ved, and  why  so  many  perish  from  under  the  gospel.  All  men 
know  that  they  must  die,  and  all  that  sit  under  the  ii^t  of  the 
gospel  have  been  told  many  a  time,  that  after  this  there  is 
another  world;  that  there  are  but  two  states  in  that  other 
world — a  state  of  eternal  happiness,  and  a  state  of  eternal  mise- 
ry—that there  is  but  one  way  of  escaping  the  misery  and  ob- 
taining the  blessedness  of  eternity,  which  is  by  obtainmg  an  in- 
terest in  Christ,  through  faith  in  him  ;  and  that  this  life  is  the 
only  opportunity  of  obtaining  an  interest  in  Christ.  Yet  men 
are  so  much  given  to  flatter  themselves  in  those  ways  which  we 
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liave  mentioned,  that  there  are  but  few  that  seasonably  take  care 
of  their  salvation.  Indeed  they  cannot  but  be  in  some  mea- 
sure concerned  about  their  souls ;  yet  they  flatter  themselves 
with  one  thing  or  other,  so  that  they  are  kept  steadily  and  un- 
interruptedly e;oing  on  in  the  broad  way  to  destruction. 

2.  Hence. we  may  learn  the  reason  why  awakening  truth«of 
scripture,  and  awakening  sermons,  make  no  more  impression 
upon  men.  It  is  in  itself  a  wonderful  and  surprising  thing,  that 
God's  denunciations  of  eternal  misery,  and  threatenings  of 
casting  sinners  into  the  lake  tha,t  burneth  with  fire  and  brim- 
stone for  ever  and  ever,  do  not  affect  them,  do  not  startle  them. 
The  truth  is,  they  flatter  themselves,  by  such  means  as  we 
have  mentioned,  that  this  dreadful  misery  is  not  for  them ;  that 

'  the}/  shall  escape  it,  though  multitudes  of  others  are  involved 
in  it.  They  take  not  these  threatenings  to  themselves ;  they 
seem  to  think  that  they  do  not  belong  to  them. 

How  many  are  there,  who,  for  all  the  awakening  sermons 
they  have  heard,  are  yet  secure  in  sin !  and  who>  altliough  they 
are  sensible  that  they  are  in  a  Christless  condition,  and  are 
still  going  on  in  sin,  yet  intend  to  go  to  heaven,  and  expect 
that  b^  some  means  or  other  they  shall  arrive  there.  They 
are  often  told,  that  God  is  very  angry  with  them :  yet  they 
think  God  is  a  very  merciful  God,  and  they  shall  be  able  to 
pacify  him.  If  they  be  told  how  uncertain  life  is,  that  doth  not 
awaken  them,  because  they  flatter  themselves  with  long  life. 
If  they  be  told  how  dangerous  it  is  to  delay  the  business  of 
religion,  they  promise  themselves,  that  they  will  hereafter  en- 
gage in  it  with  more  earnestness  than  others,  and  so  obtain  the 
end,  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  Others,  when  they  are  told 
that  many  shall  seek  who  shall  not  be  able  to  obtain,  think, 
surely,  that  thetf^  having  done  so  much  for  salvation,  shall  not 
be  denied. 

3.  Let  every  sinner  examine,  whether  he  do  not  flatter 
himself  in  some  of  those  ways  which  have  been  mentioned. 
What  is  it  in  your  own  minds  which  makes  j^ou  think  it  is  safe 
for  you  to  delay  turning  to  God  ?  What  is  it  that  encourages 
you  to  run  such  a  venture  as  you  do,  by  delaying  this  necessary 
work  ?  Is  it  that  you  hope  there  is  no  such  state  as  heaven  or 
bftll,  and  have  a  suspicion  that  there  is  no  God  ?  Is  it  this 
that  makes  you  secure  7  or  is  it  that  you  are  not  much  afraid 
but  that  you  shall  have  opportunity  enough  a  great  while 
hence  to  mind  such  things  ?  Is  it  an  intention  of  a  future  seek- 
ing at  a  more  convenient  season  ?  and  are  you  persuaded  that 
God  will  hearken  to  you  then,  after  you  shall  have  so  long 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  his  commands  and  gracious  invitations  ? 
Are  you  encouraged  to  commit  sini  because  you  hope  to  repent 
of  it  ?    Are  you  encouraged  by  the  mercy  of  God  to  be  his 
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t  eoenaiea  7  and  do  you  resolve  still  to  proroke  him  to  anger,  be- 

'  cause  you  think  he  is  easily  pacified  ? 

Or  do  you  think  that  your  conversion  is  in  your  own 
power,  and  thit  you  can  turn  lo  God  when  jou  please  ?  I> 
it  because  ynu  have  been  born  of  i^odly  parents,  that  you  are 
80  secure?  or  do  }ou  imagine  (hat  you  urc  in  a  fair  nay  to  bo 
converted  T  Do  you  think  thai  what  you  have  done  in  relijpon 
will  engikge  Gnd  to  pit)  you.  and  that  he  never  can  have  tlie 
heart  to  condemn  one  nho  has  lived  in  so  orderly  a  matmcr? 
or  do  you  think  thai  you  are  indeed  converted  already  ?  and 
doth  that  eiicniirasie  you  to  take  a  liberty  in  sinning?  Or  arc 
you  secure,  bccan>e  you  are  no  stupid  a?  to  think  nolhing  about 
these  thin^i  ?  Do  you  let  these  concerns  wholly  alone^aud 
scarcely  ever  think  at  all  how  it  will  be  with  you  afler  you 
are  dead? — Certainly  i I  must  be  one  or  more  of  these  tbings 
which  keeps  yon  in  your  security,  and  encourages  you  to  go 
on  in  sin.  Eitamine,  therefore,  and  see  which  of  tliem  it  is. 
4-  Be  persuaded  to  leave  ofT  thus  llalteriog  yourselrca 
in  your  own  eyes.  You  are  here  informed,  that  those  who 
do  as  you  do,  commonly  continue  so  doing  till  their  punish* 
ment  actually  comes  upon  them.  Tliereby  you  may  be  con* 
viiiced  of  the  vanity  of  all  such  flatleries.  Be  afraid  of  that 
which  )ou  are  sure  is  the  devil's  bait:  "Surely  iti  vaiois  Ihc 
net  spread  in  the  sight  of  any  bird."     Prov.  i.  17. 

You  are  not  only  lold  in  the  scriptures,  that  sinners  an 
generally  thus  allured  lo  hell,  but  your  own  reason  may  con* 
Vtncc  you  that  it  is  so.  For  doubtless  other  sinners  have  as 
much  ground  lo  hope  an  escape  of  punishment  as  yoa  ;  and  it 
is  evident,  that  Ihey  generally  do  hope  to  ei<cape.  Men  under 
the  gospel  almost  universally  think  they  shall  not  go  lo  hclJ; 
if  it  were  otherwise,  they  could  have  no  peace  or  comfarl  in 
the  world.  Yet  what  multitudes  have  we  reason  lo  conclodc 
go  down  from  urjder  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  pit  of 
dcBiruction!  Now,  this  is  surely  enough  to  convince  aiij  sober 
prudent  person,  of  the  folly  of  such  lla'tery,  and  of  the  foiiy  of 
every  one  that  dolh  not  immediately  set  about  this  great  work 
with  his  might.  If  you  could  have  access  to  Ihc  dam- 
ned, you  would  hear  many  of  them  curse  themselves,  forltini 
fluttering  themselves  while  ihey  lived  in  this  world  ;  and  jrou 
would  have  the  same  doctrine  preached  to  you  by  their  wail* 
ings  and  yellin^B  which  is  now  delivered  to  you. 

If  your  temptHtion  to  security  be  unbelief  of  Ihe  fgoda- 
mental  docirines  of  religion,  such  as  the  being  of  God,  of 
another  world,  and  an  eternal  judgment,  you  may  consider, 
th>tt  though  that  make*  you  secure  al  present,  yet  it  will  not  do 
always,  if  will  nut  siimd  by  you  when   you  come  to  die.     The 


fool  often  in  health  sailh,  Thet 


(o  die,  he  cannot  rest 


a  God;  but  when  be 


in  any  such   supposition.     Then  \ 
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eenerallr  so  much  convinced  in  his  own  conscience,  that  there 
IS  a  God,  that  he  is  in  dreadful  amazement  for  fear  of  his  eter- 
nal wrath.  It  is  folly,  therefore,  to  flatter  yourselves  with  any 
supporition  now,  which  you  will  not  then  be  able  to  hold.  If 
you  depend  on  long  life,  consider  how  many  who  have  depend- 
ed on  the  same  thing,  and  had  as  much  reason  to  depend  on  it 
as  you,  have  died  within  your  remembrance. 

Is  it  because  you  are  outwardly  of  an  orderly  life  and  con- 
Tenation,  that  you  think  you  shall  be  saved  ?  How  unreasona- 
ble is  it  to  suppose  that  God  should  be  so  obliged  by  those 
actions,  which  he  knows  are  not  done  from  the  least  respect  or 
regard  to  him,  but  wholly  with  a  private  view !  Is  it  because 
you  are  under  great  advantages  that  you  are  not  much  afraid 
Dut  that  you  shall  some  time  or  other  be  converted,  and  there- 
fore neglect  yourselves  and  your  spiritual  interests  ?  And  were 
not  the  people  of  Bethsaida.  Chorazin,  and  Capernaum,  under 
as  great  advantages  as  you,  when  Christ  himself  preached  the 
Gospel  to  them,  almost  continually,  and  wrought  such  a  multi- 
tude of  miracles  among  them  ?  Yet  he  says,  that  it  shall  be 
more  tolerable  in  the  day  of  judgment  for  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah, than  for  those  cities. 

Do  you  expect  you  shall  be  saved,  however  you  neglect  your- 
selves, because  you  were  born  of  godly  parents  ?  Hear  what 
Christ  saitti.  Matt.  iii.  9.  ^'  Think  not  to  say  within  yourselves, 
We  have  Abraham  to  our  father.^*  Do  you  flatter  your^elves 
that  you  shall  obtain  mercy,  though  others  do  not,  because  you 
inteDd  hereafter  to  seek  it  more  earnestly  than  others  ?  Vet 
you  deceive  yourselves,  if  you  think  that  you  intend  better  than 
many  of  those  others,  or  better  than  many  who  are  now  in  hell 
once  intended. 

If  you  think  jou  are  in  a  way  of  earnest  seeking,  consider 
whether  or  no  you  do  not  mind  other  things  yet  more  ?  If 
yoa  imagine  that  you  have  it  in  your  own  power  to  work  your-* 
selves  up  to  repentance,  consider  that  you  must  assuredly  give 
up  that  imagination,  before  you  can  have  repentance  wrouuht  in 
you.  If  you  think  yourselves  already  converted,  and  that  en- 
courages you  to  give  yourselves  the  greater  liberty  in  sinning, 
this  is  a  certain  sign  that  you  are  not  converted. 

Wherefore  abandon  all  these  ways  of  flattering  yourselves, 
BO  longer  follow  thedeviPs  bait;  and  let  nothinu  encourage  you 
to  goon  in  sin  ;  but  immediately  and  henceforth  seek  God  with 
9SI  your  heart,  and  soul,  and  strength. 
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EzEK.  XV.  2 — 4. 

San  of  man^  What  is  the  vine-tree  more  than  any  tre€\  or  thmi 
a  branch  which  is  among  the  trees  of  the  forests  Shalt  wood 
he  taken  thereof  to  do  any  work?  or  will  mm  take  a  pin 
of  it  to  hang  any  vessel  thereon  ?  Behold^  it  tf  cast  into  the 
fire  for  fiul ;  the  fire  devoureth  both  the  ends  of  tl,  oinid  iht 
midst  of  it  is  burnt ;  is  it  meet  for  any  work  f 

The  visible  church  of  God  is  here  compared  to  the  vine- 
tree,  as  is  evident  by  God's  own  explanation  of  the  allegorVf 
in  ver.  6,  7,  and  8.  ^'  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  At 
the  vine-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  forest,  which  I  have  given 
to  the  fire  for  fuel,  so  will  I  give  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem/^ 
&c.  And  it  may  be  understood  of  mankind  in  general.  So 
Deut  xxxii.  32.  ''Their  vine  is  the  vine  of  Sodom,  and  of  the 
fields  of  Gomorrah :  their  grapes  are  grapes .  of  gall.'*  And 
especially  his  professing  people.  Psalm  Ixxx.  8.  ^^  Thoa  hast 
brought  a  vine  out  of  Egypt  ;'^  ver.  14.  ^Look  down  from 
heaven,  behold,  and  visit  this  vine. ^'  And  Cant  ii.  15.  ^^  The 
foxes  that  spoil  the  vines ;  for  our  vines  have  tender  grapes.'* 
Isa.  V.  '^  My  well-beloved  hath  a  vineyard,  and  he  ptented  it 
with  the  choicest  vine.*'  Jer.  ii.  21.  ^M  had  planted  thee  a  no- 
ble vine/*  Hos.  x.  .1  '*  Israel  is  an  empty  vine.*'  So  in  chap. 
XV.  of  John,  visible  Christians  are  compared  to  the  branches  of 
a  vine, 

Man  is  very  fitly  represented  by  the  vine.  Tlie  weakness 
and  dependence  of  the  vine  on  other  things  which  support  itf 
well  represents  to  us  what  a  poor,  feeble  dependent  creature 

*  Dated  Jalv,  1744. 
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man  is,  and  how,  if  left  to  himself,  he  falls  into  mischief,  and 
cannot  help  himself.  The  visible  people  of  God  are  fitly  com- 
pared to  a  vine,  because  of  the  care  and  cultivation  of  the  hus- 
bandman or  vine-dresser.  The  business  of  husbandmen  in  the 
land  of  Israel  was  very  much  about  vines  ;  and  the  care  they 
exercised  to  fence  them,  to  defend  them,  to  prune  them,  to  prop 
them  up,  and  to  cultivate  them,  well  represented  that  merciful 
care  which  God  exercises  towards  his  visible  people. 

In  the  words  now  read  is  represented,  how  wholly  useless 
and  unprofitable,  even  beyond  other  trees,  a  vine  is,  in  case  of 
unfruitfulness :  "  What  is  a  vine-tree  more  than  any  tree,  or 
than  a  branch  which  is  among  the  trees  of  the  forest?"  i.  e.  if 
it  do  not  bear  fruit.  Men  make  much  more  of  a  vine  than  of 
other  trees  ;  they  take  great  care  of  it,  to  wall  it  in,  to  dig  about 
it,  to  prune  it,  and  the  like.  It  is  much  more  highly  esteemed 
than  one  of  the  trees  of  the  forest ;  they  are  despised  in  com- 
parison with  it.  And  if  it  bear  fruit,  it  is  indeed  much  prefer- 
able to  other  trees  ;  for  the  fruit  of  it  yields  a  noble  liquor;  as 
it  is  said  in  Jotham's  parable,  Judg.  ix.  13.  ^^  And  the  vine  said 
unto  them,  Should  I  leave  my  wine,  which  cheereth  God  and 
man  ?'^ — But  if  it  bear  no  fruit  it  is  more  unprofitable  than  the 
trees  of  the  forest :  for  the  wood  of  them  is  good  for  timber  \ 
but  the  wood  of  the  vine  is  fit  for  no  work ;  as  in  the  text) 
^' Shall  wood  be  taken  thereof  to  do  any  work?  or  will  men 
take  a  pin  of  it  to  hang  any  vessel  thereon  ?'' — The  only  thing 
for  which  a  vine  is  useful,  in  case  of  barrenness,  is  for  fuel :  ''  Be- 
hold it  is  cast  into  the  fire  for  fuel.^^  It  is  wholly  consumed; 
no  part  of  it  is  worth  a  savings  to  make  any  instrument  of  it, 
for  any  work^ 

Doctrine.  If  men  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  God,  they  are 
wholly  useless,  unless  in  their  destruction. 

For  the  proof  of  this  doctrine,  I  shall  show, 

1 .   That  there  can  be  but  two  ways  in  which  man  can  be 

useful,  viz.  either  in  actings  or  in  being  acted  upon. 

3..  That  man  can  no  otherwise  be  useful  actively  than  by 

bringing  forth  fruit  to  God. 

3.  That  if  he  bring  not  forth  fruit  to  God,  there  is  no  other 
way  in  which  he  can  be  passively  useful,  but  in  being  des- 
troyed. 

4.  In  that  way  he  may  be  useful  wKhout  bearing  fruit. 

I.  There  are  but  two  ways  in  which  man  can  be  ascfu^ 
viz.  either  in  actings  or  being  acted  upon.  If  man  be  useful,  he 
must  be  so  either  actively  or  passively ;  there  is  no  mediiini* 
What  can  be  more  plain,  than  that  if  a  man  do  nothii 
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and  nothing  be  done  with  him  or  upon  him  by  any  other,  be 
cannot  be  any  way  al  all  useful  ? — If  man  do  nothing  himself  to 
promote  the  end  of  his  existence;  and  no  other  being  do  »ay 
thing  with  him  to  promule  this  end ;  then  nothing  will  be  done 
to  promote  this  end;  and  so  man  must  be  wholly  useless.  So 
that  there  arc  but  Iwu  waya  in  which  man  can  be  useful  to  any 
purpose,  viz.  either  aclivelj  or  passively,  either  in  doing  some- 
thing himself,  or  in  being  the  subject  of  something  done  to  biED> 

II.  Man  cannot  be  useful  actheli/,  any  otherwise  than  is 
bringing  forth  fniit  to  God  ;  serving  God,  and  living  to  his  gloi;. 
This  is  the  only  way  wherein  he  can  be  useful  in  doing;  and 
that  for  this  reasott,  that  the  glory  of  God  is  the  very  thing  for 
which  man  was  made,  and  to  which  all  other  ends  are  sabordl- 
nate.  Man  is  not  an  indefendent  being,  but  he  derives  his  be- 
ing from  another ;  and  therefore  hath  his  end  assigned  him  by 
that  other:  and  he  who  t^ave  him  his  being,  made  him  for  the 
end  now  mentioned.  This  was  the  very  design  and  aim  of  the 
Author  of  man ;  this  was  the  work  for  which  he  made  him,  ui*. 
to  serve  and  glorify  his  Maker. — Other  creatures,  that  ure  inTe- 
rior,  were  made  for  inferior  purposes.  But  man  is  the  highest, 
and  nearest  to  God,  of  any  in  this  lower  world ;  and,  tberrfore, 
his  business  is  with  God,  although  other  creatures  are  made  for 
lower  ends.  There  may  be  observed  a  kind  of  gradual  ascent 
in  the  order  of  diETercni  creatures,  from  the  tneaneM  clod  of 
earth  to  man,  who  hath  a  rational  and  immortal  soul.  A  plant, 
an  herb,  or  tree,  is  BU|jerior  in  nature  to  a  stone  or  clod,  be- 
cause it  hath  a  vegetable  life.  The  brute  creatures  nre  «  de- 
gree higher  still ;  for  they  have  sensitive  life.  But  mui.  having 
a  rational  soul,  is  the  highest  of  this  lower  creation,  and  is  nest 
to  God  ;  therefore,  his  business  is  with  God. 

Things  without  life,  as  earth,  water,  &c.  are  subservient  to 
things  above  them,  as  the  grass,  herbs,  and  trees.  These  ve- 
getables are  subservient  to  that  order  of  creatures  which  is  next 
above  them,  the  brute  creation ;  they  are  for  food  to  than. 
Brute  creatures,  again,  are  made  for  the  use  and  service  of  the 
order  above  them:  they  are  made  for  the  service  of  mankitMl. 
But  man  being  the  highest  of  this  lower  creation,  the  next  step 
from  him  is  to  God.  He,  therefore,  is  made  for  the  »er»ice  aad 
glory  of  God.  This  is  the  whole  work  and  businest  of  man ;  it 
is  his  highest  end,  to  which  all  other  ends  are  subordinate. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  thi»^  end,  there  never  wouh)  have 
been  any  such  creature  ;  there  would  have  been  no  occasioB 
for  it.  Other  inferior  ends  may  be  answered  as  well,  without 
any  such  creature  as  man.  There  would  have  been  no  sort  of 
occasion  for  makuig  so  noble  a  creature,  and  enduing  him  with 
such  faculties,  only  lo  en|oy  earthly  good,  to  eat  and  to  drink, 
and  lo  enjoy  sensual  things.     Brute-creatures,  without  reaaoo. 


SER.  \.      The  Wicked  useful  in  their  Destruction  onljf.  127 

are  capable  of  these  things,  as  well  as  man  :  yea,  if  no  higher 
end  be  aimed  at  than  to  enjoy  sensitive  good,  reason  is  rather  a 
hindrance  than  a  help.  It  doth  but  render  man  the  more  capa- 
ble of  afflicting  himself,  with  care,  fears  of  death,  and  other  fu- 
ture evils ;  and  of  vexing  himself  with  many  anxieties,  from 
which  brute-creatures  are  wholly  free,  and,  therefore,  can  gra^ 
tify  their  senses  with  less  molestation.  Besides,  reason  doth 
but  make  men  more  capable  of  molesting  and  impeding  one 
another  in  the  gratification  of  their  senses.  If  man  have  no 
other  end  to  seek  but  to  gratify  his  senses,  reason  is  nothing 
but  an  impediment. 

Therefore,  if  man  be  not  made  to  serve  and  glorify  his 
Creator,  it  is  wholly  to  no  purpose  that  such  a  creature  is  made. 
Doubtless,  then,  the  all-wise  God,  who  doth  all  things  in  infinite 
wisdom,  hath  made  man  for  this  end.  And  this  is  agreeable  to 
what  he  hath  taught  us  in  many  places  in  the  scriptures.  This 
18  the  great  end  for  which  man  was  made,  and  for  which  he  was 
made  such  a  creature,  having  bodily  senses  and  rational  powers. 
For  this,  is  he  placed  in  such  circumstances,  and  the  earth  is 
given  him  for  a  possession.  For  this  he  hath  dominion  given 
him  over  the  rest  of  the  terrestrial  creatures.  For  this  the  sun 
shines,  and  the  rain  falls  on  him ;  and  the  moon  and  stars  are 
for  signs  and  seasons  to  him,  and  the  earth  yields  him  her  in- 
crease. All  other  ends  of  man  are  subordinate  to  this.  There 
are,  indeed,  inferior  ends,  for  which  man  was  made.  Men  were 
made  for  one  another ;  for  their  friends  and  neighbours,  and  for 
the  good  of  the  public.  But  all  these  inferior  ends  are  designed 
to  be  subordinate  to  the  higher  end  of  glorifying  God ;  and, 
therefore,  man  cannot  be  actively  useful,  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
tively bringing  forth  fruit  to  God.  Because,  that  is  not  actively 
useful  which  doth  not  actively  answer  its  end  :  that  which  doth 
not  answer  its  end^  is  in  vain ;  for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the 
proposition,  that  any  thing  is  in  vain.  So  that  which  doth  not 
actively  answer  its  end,  is,  as  to  its  own  activity,  in  vain. 

That,  as  to  its  own  activity,  is  altogether  useless,  which  ac- 
tively answers  only  subordinate  ends,  without  answering  the  ul- 
timate end ;  because  the  latter  is  the  end  of  subordinate  ones. 
Subordinate  ends  are  to  no  purpose,  only  as  they  stand  related 
to  the  highest  end.  Therefore,  these  inferior  ends  are  good  for 
nothing,  though  they  be  obtained,  unless  they  also  obtain  their 
end.  Inferior  ends  are  not  aimed  at  for  their  awn  sake,  but 
only  for  the  sake  of  that  which  is  ultimate.  Therefore,  he 
that  fails  of  this,  is  as  much  to  no  purpose,  as  if  he  did  not  ob- 
tain bis  subordinate  end. 

I  will  illustrate  this  by  two  or  three  examples.  The  sub- 
ordinate end  of  the  underpinning  of  a  house,  is  to  support  it, 
and  the  subordinate  end  of  the  windows,  is  to  let  in  the  light. 
But  the  ultimate  end  of  the  whole,  is  the  benefit  of  the  inha- 


.jj;5  PKACTlCATi   SERMON>. 

bitants.  Therefore,  if  the  house  be  never  inhabited,  the  whok* 
is  in  vain.  The  underpinning  is  in  vain,  though  it  be  ever  so 
strong,  and  support  the  building  ever  so  well.  The  windows 
also  are  wholly  in  vain,  though  they  be  ever  so  large  and  clear, 
and  though  they  obtain  the  subordinate  end  of  letting  in  the 
light ;  the>  are  as  much  in  vain,  as  if  they  let  in  no  light. 

So  the  subordinate  end  of  the  husbandman  in  ploughing 
and  sowing,  and  well  manuring  his  field  is,  that  it  may  bring 
forth  a  crop.  But  his  more  ultimate  end  is,  that  food  may  he 
provided  for  him  and  his  family.  Therefore,  though  his  infe- 
rior end  be  obtained,  and  his  field  bring  forth  ever  so  good  a 
crop,  yet  if  after  all  it  be  consumed  b)  fire,  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed, he  ploughed  and  sowed  his  field  as  much  in  vain>  as  if 
the  seed  had  never  sprung  up. — So  if  man  obtain  his  subordi- 
nate ends  ever  so  fully  ;  yet  if  he  altogether  fail  of  his  ultimate 
end,  he  is  wholly  an  useless  creature.  Thus  if  men  be  very 
useful  in  temporal  things  to  their  families,  or  greatly  promote 
the  temporal  interest  of  the  neighbourhood,  or  of  the  public  ; 
yet  if  no  glory  be  brought  to  God  by  it,  they  are  altogether 
useless.  If  men  actively  bring  no  glory  to  God,  they  are  as  to 
their  own  activity,  altogether  useless,  how  much  soever  they 
may  promote  the  benefit  of  one  another.  How  much  soever 
one  part  of  mankind  may  subserve  another  ;  yet  if  the  end  of 
the  whole  be  not  answered,  every  part  is  useless. 

Thus  if  the  parts  of  a  clock  subserve  ever  so  well  one 
another,  mutually  to  assist  each  other  in  their  motions  *,  one 
wheel  moving  another  ever  so  regularly  ;  yet  if  the  motion 
never  reach  the  hand  or  the  hammer,  it  is  altogether  in  vain. 
as  much  as  if  it  stood  still.  So  one  man  was  made  to  be  useful 
to  another,  and  one  part  of  maikkind  to  another;  but  the  use 
of  the  whole  is  to  bring  glory  to  God  the  maker,  or  else  all  is 
in  vain. 

Although  a  wicked  man  may,  by  beinpj  serviceable  to  good 
men,  do  what  will  be  an  advantage  to  them  to  their  bringing 
forth  fruit  to  God ;  yet  that  serviceableiiess  is  not  what  he  aims 
at ;  he  doth  not  look  so  far  for  an  ultimate  end.  And  however 
this  be  obtained,  no  thanks  are  due  to  him  ;  he  is  only  tbe  occa- 
sion, and  not  the  designing  cause  of  it. 

The  usefulness  of  such  a  man,  being  not  designed,  is  not  to 
be  attributed  to  him,  as  though  it  were  his  fruit.  He  is  not 
useful  as  a  ma?i,  or  as  a  rational  creature,  because  he  is  not  so 
designedly.  He  is  useful  as  things  without  life  may  be.  Things 
without  life  may  be  useful  to  put  the  godly  under  advantages 
to  bring  forth  iVuit,  as  the  timber  and  stones  with  which  his 
house  is  built,  the  wool  and  flax  with  which  he  is  clothed;  but 
the  fruit  which  is  brought  forth  to  (iod's  glory,  cann-^t  be  said 
to  be  the  fruit  of  these  lifeless   things,  but  of  the  godly  man 
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who  makes  use  of  them.  So  it  is  when  wicked  men  put  the 
godly  under  advantages  to  glorify  God,  as  Cyrus,  and  Artax- 
erxes,  and  others  have  done. 

III.  If  men  bring  not  forth  fruit  to  God,  there  is  no  other 
way  in  which  they  can  be  useful  passively,  but  in  being  destiroy- 
ed*     They  are  fit  for  nothing  eUe. 

1 .  They  are  not  fit  to  be  suffered  to  continue  always  in 
this  world.  It  is  not  fit  that  this  world  should  be  the  constant 
abode  of  those  who  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  God.  It  is  not  fit 
that  the  barren  tree  should  be  allowed  always  to  stand  in  the 
vineyard.  The  husbandman  lets  it  stand  for  a  while,  till  he 
digs  about  it,  dungs  it,  and  proves  it  to  be  incurable,  or  till  a 
convenient  time  to  cut  it  down  come  ;  but  it  is  not  fit  that  they 
who  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  God,  should  be  suffered  to  live 
always  in  a  world  which  is  so  full  of  the  divine  goodness,  or 
that  his  goodness  should  be  spent  upon  them  for  ever. — This 
world,  though  fallen,  and  under  a  curse,  has  many  streams  of 
divine  goodness.  But  it  is  not  fit  that  those  who  bring  forth 
no  fruit  to  God,  should  always  be  continued  in  partaking  of 
these  streams.  There  are  three  different  states  ;  one,  wherein 
is  nothing  but  good,  which  is  heaven  ;  another  wherein  is  a 
mixture  of  good  and  evil,  which  is  the  earthly  state ;  and  the 
third,  wherein  is  nothing  but  evil,  which  is  the  state  of  eternal 
destruction.  Now  they  that  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  God,  are 
not  fit  for  either  of  the  former. 

It  is  not  fit  that  an  unprofitable,  unfruitful  creature,  who 
will  not  glorify  hi>  Creator,  should  always  live  here  to  con- 
sume the  fruits  of  divine  bounty  :  to  have  the  good  things  of 
this  life  spent  upon  him  in  vain.  While  a  man  lives  here, 
the  other  creatures  are  subjected  to  him.  The  brute  creatures 
serve  him  with  their  labour  and  with  their  lives.  The  sun, 
moon,  and  stars;  the  clouds,  fields  and  trees,  all  serve  him* 
But  why  should  God  always  keep  his  creatures  in  subjection 
to  that  man  who  will  not  be  subject  to  him  ?  Why  should  the 
creation  be  always  kept  in  such  bondage,  as  to  be  subject  to 
wicked  men  ?  The  creatures  indeed  are  made  subject  to 
vanity,  God  hath  subjected  them  to  wicked  men,  and  given 
them  for  their  use.  This  however  he  would  not  have*  done, 
but  as  it  is  only  for  a  little  while ;  and  the  creatures  can  bear 
it  through  the  hope  of  approaching  deliverance ;  otherwise  it 
would  have  been  intolerable.  Rom.  viii.  20.  ^'  For  the  crea- 
ture was  made  subject  to  vanity,  not  willingly,  but  by  reason 
of  him  who  hath  subjected  the  same  in  hope.^'* — The  creature, 
as  it  were,  groans  by  reason  of  this  subjection  to  wicked  men, 
although  it  be  but  for  a  while,  ver.  22.  "  For  we  know  that 
the  whole  creation  groaneth,  and  travaileth  in  vain  together 
until  now.'^    Therefore  surely  it  would  be  no  way  fit  that 
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wicked  men,  who  do  no  good,  and  bring  forth  no  fniit  to  Cvod, 
should  live  here  always,  to  have  the  various  creatures  subser- 
vieiit  to  them,  as  they  are  now.  The  earth  can  scarcely  bear 
wickod  men  durint^  that  short  time  for  which  they  stay  here. 
It  is  no  way  fit,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  forced  to  bear  tbem 
alw8>««. 

Men  who  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  God  are  cumberers  of  the 
ground.  Luke  xiii.  7.  And  it  is  not  meet  that  they  should  be 
suffered  to  cumber  the  ground  always*  God  cannot  be  glorified 
in  this  way  of  disposing  of^  unfruitful  persons.  If  such  men 
should  '  e  suffered  to  live  always  in  such  a  state  as  this,  it 
would  be  so  far  from  being  to  the  glory  of  God,  that  it  would 
be  to  the  disparagement  of  bis  wisdom  to  continue  them  in  a  state 
so  unsuitable  for  them.  It  would  also  be  a  disparagement  to  his 
justice ;  for  this  is  a  world  where  ^*  all  things  come  alike  to 
all,  and  there  is  one  event  to  the  righteous  and  to  the  wicked.'^ 
If  there  were  no  other  state  but  this  for  wicked  men,  justice 
could  not  possibly  take  place.  It  would  also  reflect  upon  the 
holiness  of  God.  For  ever  to  uphold  this  world  for  a  habitation 
of  9uch  persons,  and  for  ever  to  continue  the  communications 
of  his  bounty  and  goodness  to  them,  would  appear  as  though  he 
were  disposed  to  countenance  and  encourage  wickedness. 

2.  If  men  do  not  bring  forth  fruit  to  God,  they  are  not  fit 
to  be  disposed  of  in  heaven.  Heaven,  above  all  ottiers,  is  the 
most  improper  place  for  them.  Every  thing  appertaining  to 
that  state  is  unsuitable  for  them.  The  company  is  most  unsuit- 
able. The  original  inhabitants  of  that  world  are  the  angels* 
But  what  a  disagreeable  union  would  that  be,  to  unite  wicked 
men  and  angels  in  the  same  society  ?  The  employments  of  that 
world  are  unsuitable.  The  employments  are  serving  and  glo- 
rifying God.  How  unequitable  then  would  it  be  to  plant  barren 
trees  in  that  heavenly  paradise,  trees  that  would  bnng  forth  oo 
fruit,  to  the  divine  glory  !  The  enjoyments  of  heaven  are  un- 
suitable. The  enjoyments  are  holy  and  spiritual,  the  happiness 
of  beholding  the  glory  of  God,  and  praising  his  name,  and  the 
like.  But  these  enjoyments  are  as  unsuitable  as  can  be  to  the 
carnal  earthly  minds  of  wicked  men.  They  would  be  no  en- 
joyments to  them ;  but  on  the  contrary  would  be  most  disagree- 
able, and  what  they  cannot  relish,  but  entirely  nauseate.  The 
design  of  heaven  is  unsuitable  to  them.  The  design  of  God  in 
making  heaven  was,  that  it  might  be  a  place  of  holy  habitation, 
for  the  reward  of  the  righteous,  and  not  a  habiUtion  for  the 
wicked.  Ii  would  jjreatly  reflect  on  the  wisdom  of  God  to  dis- 
pose O'  wicked  men  there;  for  it  would  be  the  greatest  con- 
fusion. But  God  IS  not  the  author  of  confusion.  1  Cor.  xiv.  33. 
It  would  be  coritrwry  to  the  holiness  of  God  to  take  wicked  men 
so  near  to  himself,  into  his  glorious  presence,  to  dwell  for  ever 
in  the  part  of  that  creation  which  is,  as  it  were,  his  own  pa- 
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lace,  and  to  sit  at  bis  table.  We  read  in  Psalm  v.  4.  ^^  Thou 
art  not  a  God  tbat  bath  pleasure  in  wickedness,  neither  shMll 
evil  dwell  with  thee.  Therefore  it  would  be  i/npoM»ible  tbat 
the  end  of  the  existence  of  wicked  men  should  be  answered  by 
placing  them  in  heaven. 

ly.  Men  who  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  God  may  yet  in  suf- 
fering destruction  be  useful.  Although  they  be  not  useful  by 
any  thing  they  do ;  yet  they  may  be  useful  in  what  they  may 
suffer ;  just  as  a  barren  tree,  which  is  nu  way  useful  standing  in 
the  vineyardf  may  be  good  fuel.  God  can  find  use  for  the 
most  wicked  men  ;  he  hath  his  use  for  vessels  of  wrath  as  well 
as  for  vessels  of  mercy :  2  Tim.  ii.  20.  '^  In  a  great  house 
there  are  not  only  vessels  of  gold,  and  of  silver,  but  also  of 
wood,  and  of  earth,  and  some  to  honour,  and  some  to  dishonour  :'^ 
Prov.  xvi.  4.  '^  the  Lord  hath  made  all  things  for  himself;  yea, 
even  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil.'^  I  shall  briefly  take  no- 
tice of  some  ends  which  God  accomplishes  by  it. 

1,  Unfruitful  persons  are  of  use  in  their  destruction  for 
the  glory  of  God^s  justice.  The  vindictive  justice  of  God  is  a 
glorious  attribute,  as  well  as  his  mercy ;  and  the  glory  of  this 
attribute  appears  in  the  everlasting  destniction  and  ruin  of  the 
barren  and  unfruitful. — The  glory  of  divine  justice  in  the  per- 
dition of  ungodly  men,  appears  wonderful  and  glorious  in  the 
eyes  of  the  saints  and  angels  in  heaven.  Hence  we  have  an  ac- 
count, that  they  sing  praises  to  God,  and  extol  his  justice  at  the 
sight  of  the  awful  judgments  which  he  inflicts  on  wicked  men  : 
Rev.  xvi.  5,  6.  ^^  Thou  art  righteous,  O  Lord,  which  art,  and 
wast,  and  shalt  be,  because  thou  hast  judged  thus :  for  they  have 
shed  the  blood  of  saints,  and  prophets,  and  thou  hast  given  them' 
blood  to  drink;  for  they  are  worthy*/^  and  Rev.  xix.  1,  3. 
And  after  these  things  I  heard  a  great  voice,  saying.  Alleluia ; 
Salvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  unto  the  Lord  our 
God :  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments ;  for  he  hath 
judged  the  great  whore,  which  did  corrupt  the  earth  with  her  for- 
nication, and  bath  avenged  the  blood  of  his  servants  at  her  hand.^^ 

3.  Unfruitful  persons  in  their  destruction  are  of  use  for 
God  to  glorify  bis  majesty  upon  them.  The  awful  majesty  of 
God  remarkably  appears  m  those  dreadful  and  amazing  punish- 
ments which  he  inflicts  on  those  who  rise  up  against  him.  A 
sense  of  the  majesty  of  an  earthly  prince  is  supported  very 
much  by  a  sense  of  its  being  a  dreadful  thing  to  affront  him. 
God  glorifies  his  own  majesty  in  the  destruction  of  wicked  men ; 
and  herein  he  appears  infinitely  great,  in  that  it  appears  to  be 
an  infinitely  dreadful  thing  to  offend  him.  How  awful  doth  the 
majesty  of  God  appear  in  the  dreadfulness  of  his  anger  ?  This 
we  may  learn  to  be  one  end  of  the  damnation  of  the  wicked, 
from  Rom*  ix«  32.  ^^  What  if  God  willing  to  show  bis  wrath,  and 
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to  make  Ilia  (treat  power  known,  endured  with  much  long-tuf- 
fering  (he  vesseU  of  wrath  fitted  to  deslnirtion  ?"  This  u  a 
part  of  his  maiesj>  and  ^lory.  God  tells  Pharaoh,  thnl  for  tbU 
cauee  he  raised  him  tip,  Ihal  ht;  might  show  his  power  in  him, 
and  that  his  itanie  inii^ht  be  declared  Ihroiigli  all  the  eailh,  in 
his  destniclioii,  E\od.  ix.  15,  16  ;  and  a^ain,  ch^p.  xiv.  17.  "I 
will  get  me  honour  upon  Pharaoh,  and  upon  all  bis  bosl,  upon 
his  cbsriotii,  and  upon  hia  horsemen." 

3.  The  deBtrnction  of  the  unfniitful  is  of  nsc,  (o  give  the 
saints  a  greater  seme  of  their  happiness,  and  of  God's  grace  to 
them.  The  wicked  will  he  destroyed  and  tormented  in  the 
view  of  the  saints,  and  other  inhabitants  of  heaven.  This  we 
are  taught  in  Rev.  xiv.  10.  "The  same  shall  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  wrath  of  God.  which  is  poured  out  without  mixture, 
.into  the  cup  of  his  indignation  ;  and  he  shall  be  tormented  with 
fire  and  brimstone,  in  the  presence  of  his  holy  angels,  aui)  in 
the  presence  of  the  Lamb."  And  in  Isa.  Ixvi.  24.  "And 
they  shall  go  forth,  and  look  upon  the  carcases  of  the  men  that 
have  transgressed  against  me:  for  their  worm  shall  not  die, 
neither  shall  their  fire  be  quenched,  and  the)  shall  be  an  abhor- 
ring unto  all  flesh."  When  the  saints  in  heaven  shall  look  upon 
the  damned  in  hell,  it  will  serve  to  give  them  a  greater  sense  of 
their  own  happiness.  When  they  shall  see  how  dreadful  the 
anger  of  God  is,  it  will  make  ihem  the  more  prize  his  love. 
They  will  rejoice  the  more,  that  they  are  not  the  objects  of 
God's  anger,  bu!  of  his  favour;  that  they  are  not  the  eubjccli 
of  his  dreadful  wrath,  but  are  treated  as  his  children,  to  dwell 
in  the  everlasting  embraces  of  his  love.  The  misery  of  the 
damned,  will  give  them  a  greater  sense  of  the  distinguiihiiq; 
grace  and  love  of  God  to  them,  that  he  should  from  nil  eternity 
set  his  love  on  them,  and  make  so  great  a  difference  between 
them  and  others  who  are  of  the  same  species,  and  have  deserved 
no  worse  of  Gud  than  ihey.  What  a  great  sense  will  this  eire 
them  of  (he  wonderful  grace  of  God  to  ihem !  and  how  will  it 
heighten  their  praises!  with  how  much  greater  ndmiratton  and 
exultation  of  soul,  will  they  sing  of  (he  free  and  sovereign  gnce 
of  God  to  them! 

When  they  shall  look  upon  the  damned,  and  see  their  nu- 
seiry,  how  will  heaven  ring  with  ihe  prai«c»  of  God's  justice 
towards  the  wicked,  and  his  grace  towards  ihe  saints!  And 
with  how  much  greater  enlargement  of  heart  will  they  pnise 
Jesus  Christ,  (hair  Redeemer,  (hat  ever  he  was  pleased  lo  aet 
his  love  upon  them,  his  dying  love  !  and  that  he  should  so  du- 
(inguish  them  as  to  shed  his  blood,  and  make  his  soul  an  oflcr* 
ing  to  redeem  them  from  that  misery,  and  to  bring  them  to  such 
happiness  !  With  what  love  and  ecstacy  will  they  sing  that  sonc 
in  Rev.  v.  9,  lO.  "Thou  art  worthy;  for  thou  wasl  sUinj«J 
hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  hlood,  out  of  every  toi^oflMH 
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kindred,  and  people,  and  nalion  ;  and  hast  made  us  unto  our 
God  kings  and  priests.^ ^  One  cud,  which  the  apostle  mentions, 
why  God  appointed  vessels  of  wrath,  is  the  more  to  make  known 
the  won4enalne8S  of  his  mercy  towards  the  saints.  In  Rom.  ix. 
522,  23,  there  are  two  ends  mentioned  :  ^^  What  if  God,  willing 
to  show  his  wrath,  and  to  make  his  power  known,  endured  with 
much  long-suffering  the  %'essels  of  wrath  fitted  to  destruction?^' 
That  is  one  end ;  another  is  mentioned  immediately  after : — 
'*  And  that  he  might  make  known  the  riches  of  his  glory  on  the 
vessels  of  mercy,  which  he  had  afore  prepared  unto  glory.'' 

APPLICATION. 

1.  Hence  we  may  learn,  how  just  and  righteous  God  is  in 
the  destruction  of  those  who  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  him.  See- 
ing there  is  no  other  way  in  which  the  end  of  their  being  can 
be  obtained,  certainly  it  is  most  just  that  God  should  thus  dis- 
pose of  them.  Why  should  he  be  frustrated  of  his  end  through 
their  perverseness  ?  If  men  will  not  do  the  work  for  which  he 
hath  made  and  fitted  them  ;  if  they,  through  a  spirit  of  opposi- 
tion and  rebellion,  refuse ;  why  should  God  suffer  himself  to  be 
disappointed  of  his  end  in  making  them  ?  It  doth  not  become 
his  infinite  greatness  and  majesty  to  suffer  himself  to  be  frus- 
trated by  the  wickedness  and  perverseness  of  sinful  worms  of 
the  dust.  If  God  should  suffer  this,  it  would  seem  to  argue 
cither  a  want  of  wisdom,  to  fix  upon  a  good  end,  or  a  want  of 
power  to  accomplish  it.  God  made  all  men  that  they  might  be 
useful ;  and,  if  they  will  not  be  useful  in  their  conduct  and  ac- 
tions, how  just  is  it  that  God  should  make  them  useful  in  their 
sufierings !  He  made  all  men  for  his  own  glory  ;  and  if  the} . 
contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of  God,  refuse  to  glorify  him  ac- 
tively and  willingly,  how  just  is  it  that  God  should  glorify  him- 
self upon  them ! 

Men  are  undier  no  natural  necessity  of  being  put  to  this 
use  of  glorifying  God  in  their  sufferings.  God  gives  them  op- 
portunity of  glorifying  him  in  bringing  forth  fruit ;  puts  them 
under  advantages  for  it,  and  uses  many  means  to  bring  them  to 
it.  But  if  they  will  not  be  useful  this  way,  it  is  very  just  that 
God  should  make  them  useful  in  the  only  remaining  way  in 
which  they  can  be  useful,  viz.  in  their  destruction.  God  is  not 
forward  to  put  them  to  this  use.    He  tells  us,  that  he  bath  ''  no 

fdeasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked ;  but  that  the  wicked  turn 
rom  bis  way  and  live  ;''  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  He  represents  the 
destruction  of  sinners  as  a  work  to  which  he  is  backward  ;  yet 
it  is  meet  that  they  should  be  destroyed,  rather  than  that  they 
should  be  suffered  to  frustrate  the  end  of  their  being.  Who 
can  blame  the  husbandman  for  cutting  down  and  burning  a 
barren  tree,  after  he  hath  digged  about  it.  and  dnneed  it.  and 
Vol.  VI.  r,r> 
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used  all  proper  means  to  make  it  fruitful  ?  h&  those  aiiu^^^| 
consider  this,  who  have  lived  all  their  lives,  hitherto,  un^fflnP^ 
biy,  and  never  hare  brought  forth  any  fruit  to  God's  glory,  nd- 
ivithstanding  all  the  means  Ihat  have  been  used  with  Ihetn. — 
Consider  how  just  it  would  be  if  God  should  utlerly  deatroj' 
you,  and  glorify  himself  upon  you  in  that  way ;  and  vrbat  a  'won- 
(Icrful  patience  it  is,  that  God  hath  not  done  it  before  bow* 

II.  This  subject  ought  to  put  you  upon  exatniiiing  jroiir- 
selves,  whether  you  be  not  wholly  useless  creatures.  You  have 
now  heard,  that  those  who  bring  forth  no  fruit  to  God,  are,  as 
(o  any  good  they  do,  wholly  useless.  Inquire,  therefore,  wBe- 
ther  you  have  ever  done  any  thing  from  a  grackius  respect  to 
God,  or  out  of  love  to  him  I  Seeking  only  your  worldly  inte- 
rest, or  for  you  to  come  to  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  to 
pray  in  your  families,  and  other  such  things,  merely  in  complir 
ance  witli  the  general  custom — or  that  you  be  »ober,  moral, 
and  religious,  only  to  be  seen  of  men,  or  out  of  respect  to  j-oar 
own  credit,  aud  honour — is  not  bringing  forlli  fruit  (o  Gotl. 
How  is  that  for  God  which  is  only  for  the  sake  of  custom,  the 
esteem  of  men,  or  merely  from  the  fear  of  hcU  ?  What  thanks 
are  due  to  you  for  not  loving  your  own  misery,  and  for  being 
wilhng  to  lake  some  p&ina  to  escape  burning  in  hell  to  all  eter- 
nity ?  There  is  not  a  devil  m  hell,  but  would  do  the  aamc : 
Hos.  X.  I .  "  Israel  is  an  empt^  vine ;  he  briligetb  forth  fmit 
njito  himself." 

There  is  no  fruit  brought  forth  to  God,  where  there  is  no- 
thing done  from  love,  or  true  respect  to  bim.  God  looketbat 
tile  heart.  He  doth  not  slani  in  need  of  our  services,  neJtllcr 
is  he  benefitted  by  any  thing  that  we  can  do.  He  doth  not  ns 
ceive  any  thing  of  us,  but  only  as  a  suitable  testimony  of  our 
love  and  respect  to  him.  This  is  the  fruit  that  he  seeks.  Hen 
themselves  will  not  accept  of  those  shows  of  friendship,  whicli 
they  think  are  hypocritical,  and  come  not  from  the  heart.  How 
much  less  should  God,  who  searcheth  the  hearts  and  liicth  the 
reins  of  the  children  of  men  !  John  iv.  24.  "  God  ii  a  spirit ; 
and  they  that  worship  him,  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in 
truth."  Inquire,  therefore,  whether  you  ever  did  the  least 
thing  out  of  loye  to  God  ?  Have  you  not  done  all  for  your- 
selves? Zech.  viii.  5,  6.  "When  ye  fasted  and  moaraed  in 
the  fifth  and  seventh  mouth,  even  those  seventy  yetin,  did  ye  at 
all  fast  unto  me,  even  unto  me  ?  And  when  ye  did  eat,  and 
when  ye  did  drink,  did  ve  not  cat  for  yourselves,  and  diink  for 
yourselves?" 

III.  Another  use  of  this  subject  may  be  of  convtcfton  and 
humiliation,  to  those  who  never  have  brought  forth  any  fruit  t» 
God.     If.  upon  p^aminntion,  yen  find  that  you  hnye  never,  in 
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all  your  lives,  done  any  tiling  out  of  a  true  respect  to  God,  then 
it  hath  been  demonstrated,  that,  as  to  any  thing  which  you  do, 
you  are  altogether  useless  creatures.  And  consider  what  a 
shameful  thing  it  is  for  such  rational  beings  as  you  are,  and 
placed  under  such  advantages,  for  usefulness,  yet  to  be  wholly 
useless,  and  to  live  in  the  world  to  no  purpose !  We  esteem  it 
a  very  mean  character  in  any  person,  that  he  is  worthless  and 
insignificant ;  and,  to  be  called  so,  is  takei\  as  a  great  reproach. 
But  consider,  seriously,  whether  you  can  clear  yourselves  of 
this  character.  Set  reason  to  work  ;  can  you  rationally  sup- 
pose, that  you  do,  in  any  measure,  answer  the  end  for  which 
God  gave  you  your  being,  an3  made  you  of  a  nature  superior  to 
the  beasts  ? — But  that  you  maybe  sensible  what  cause  you  have 
to  be  ashamed  of  your  unprontableness,  consider  the  following 
things : 

1.  How  much  God  hath  bestowed  upon  you,  in  the  endow- 
ments of  your  nature.     God  hath  made  you  rational,  intelligent 
creatures ;  hath  endued  you  with  noble  powers — those  endow- 
ments wherein  the  natural  image  of  God  consists.      You  arc 
vastly  exalted  in  your  nature  above  other  kinds  of  creatures 
here  below.     You  arc  capable  of  a  thousand  times  as  much  as 
any  of  the  brute-creatures.     He  hath  given  you  a  power  of  un- 
derstanding, which  is  capable  6(  extending  itself,   of  looking 
back  to  the  beginning  of  time,  and  of  considering  what  was  be- 
fore the  world,  and  of  looking  forward  beyond  the  end  of  time. 
It  is  capable  of  extending  beyond  the  utmost  limits  of  the  uni- 
verse; and  is  a  faculty  whereby  you  are  akin  to  angels,  and  are 
capable  even  of  knowing  and  contemplating  the  divine  Being, 
and  his  glorious  perfections,  manifested  in  his  works  and  in  his 
word.      You  have  souls  capable  of  being  the  habitation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  his  divine  grace.     You  are  capable  of 
the  noble  employments  of  angels.     How  lamentable  and  shame- 
ful is  it,  that  such  a  creature  should  be  altogether  useless,  and 
live  in  vain  !     How  lamentable,  that  such  a  noble  and  excellent 
piece  of  divine  workmanship  should  fail  of  its  end,  and  be  to 
no  purpose!     Was  it  ever  worth  while  for  God  to  make  you 
such  a  creature,  with  such  a  noble  nature,  and  so  much  above 
other  kinds  of  creatures,  only  to  eat,  and  drink,  and  gratify 
your  sensual  appetites  ?     How  lamentable  and  shameful  to  you, 
that  such  a  noble  tree  should  be  more  useless  than  any  tree  of 
the  forest ;  that  man,  whom  God  hath  thus  set  in  honour,  should 
make  himself  more  worthless  than  the  beasts  that  perish ! 

2.  How  much  God  hath  done  for  you  in  the  creation  of 
the  world.  He  mad<?  the  earth,  and  seas,  and  all  their  fulness, 
for  the  use  of  man.  Psalm  cxv.  16.  ''The  earth  hath  he  given 
to  the  children  of  men.'^  He  made  the  vast  variety  of  crea- 
tures for  man's  use  and  service  :  Gen.  i.  28.  "  Have  dominion 
over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air.  and  over 
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every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth/'  For  the  saui^ 
purpose  he  made  all  the  plants,  and  herbs,  and  trees  of  the 
field  :  Gen.  i.  2J),  "  I  have  given  you  every  herb  bearing  seed 
which  is  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth*  and  every  tree,  in  the 
which  19  the  fruit  of  a  tree  yielding  seed ;  to  you  it  shall  be  for 
meat/'  FIc  made  the  sun  in  the  heavens,  that  glorious  lumina- 
ry, that  wonderful  globe  of  light,  to  give  light  to  man,  and  to 
constitute  the  ditlcrence  between  day  and  night.  He  also  made 
the  moon,  and  the  fast  multitude  of  stars  to  be  to  him  sigm 
and  seasons.  What  great  provision  hath  God  made  for  man ! 
What  a  vast  variety  of  good  things  for  food  and  convenience,  to 
put  him  under  advantages  to  be  useful !  How  lamentable  is 
it,  then,  that  after  all  these  things  he  should  be  an  useless 
creature ! 

3.    How  much  is  done  for  you  in  the  course  of  God*9 
i:ommon  providence !    Consider  how  nature  is  continually  la- 
bouring for  you.     The  sun  is,  as  it  were,  in  a  ferment  for  man- 
kind, and  spending  his  rays  upon  man  to  put  him  under  advan- 
tage to  be    useful.     The    winds  and    clouds  arc    continually 
labouring  for  you,  and  the  waters  are  going  in  a  constant  circu- 
lation, ascending  in  the  air  from  the  seas,  descending  in   rain, 
gathering  in  streams  and  rivers,  returning  to  the  sea,  and  again 
ascending  and  descending,  foryou.     The  earth  is  continually 
labouring  to  bring  forth  her  fruit  for  your  support*    The  trees 
of  the  field,  and  many  of  the  poor  brute-creatures,  are  con- 
tinually labouring  and  spending  their  strength  for  you !     How 
much  of  the  fulness  of  the  earth  is  spent  upon  you !     How  ma- 
ny of  God's  creatures  are  devoured  by  you  !     How  many  of  the 
lives  of  the  living  creatures  of  God  arc  destroyed  for  your  sake, 
for  your  support  and  comfort ! — Now,  how  lamentable  will  it  be 
if,  aflcr  all,  you  be  altogether  useless,  and  live  to  no  purpose! 
AVhat  mere  cumberers  of  the  ground  will  you  be !     Luke  xiii. 
7.     Nature,  which  thus  continually   labours  for  you,  will  be 
burdened  with  you.     This  seems  to' be  what  the  apostle  means, 
Horn.  viii.  20 — 22.  where  he  tells  us,  that  the  creation  is  made 
subject  to  vanity,  and  brought  into  the  bondage  of  corruption ; 
and  that  the  whole  creation  groans  and  travails  in  pain,  under 
this  bondage. 

4.  How  much  is  done  for  you  in  the  use  of  the  means  of 
ffracc.  How  much  hath  God  done  to  provide  you  with  suita- 
ble means  and  advantages  for  usefulness  !  How  many  prophets 
hath  he  sent  into  the  world  in  different  ages,  inspiring  them 
with  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  enabling  them  to  work  many  miracles 
to  confirm  their  word,  whereby  you  now  have  Is^written  word 
to  instruct  you  !  How  great  a  thing  hath  God  dS?^  for  you, 
to  give  you  opportunity  and  advantage  to  be  uscilA^>«*  ***»^ 
he  hath  sent  his  own  Son  into  the  world!  He  who  is'*®*"/ 
and  truly  God.  united  himself  to  the  human  nature,  and  bc^*""* 
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man  to  be  a  prophet  and  teacher  to  you  and  other  sinners. 
Yea,  he  laid  down  his  life  to  make  atonement  for  sin,  that  you 
might  have  encouragement  to  serve  God  with  hopes  of  accep- 
tance.— How  many  ordinances  have  been  instituted  for  you ! 
How  much  of  the  labour  of  the  ministers  of  God  hath  been 
spent  upon  you !  Is  not  that  true  concerning  you  which  is  said 
(Isa.  V.)  of  the  vineyard  planted  in  a  very  fruitful  hill,  and 
fenced  and  cultivated  with  peculiar  care  and  pains,  which  yet 
proved  unfruitful  ?  How  much  hath  the  dresser  of  the  vine- 
yard digged  about  the  barren  tree,  and  dunged  it,  and  yet  it 
remains  barren! 

5.  Consider  what  a  shame  it  is  that  you  should  live  in 
vain,  when  all  the  other  creatures^  inferior  to  you,  glorify  their 
Creator,  according  to  their  nature.  You  who  are  so  highly 
exalted  in  the  world,  are  more  useless  than  the  brute  creation ; 
yea,  than  the  meanest  worms,  or  things  without  life,  as  earth 
and  stones :  For  they  all  answer  their  end  ;  none  of  them  fail 
of  it.  They  are  all  useful  in  their  places,  all  render  their  pro- 
per tribute  of  praise  to  their  Creator :  while  you  are  mere . 
nuisances  in  the  creation,  and  burdens  to  the  earth :  as  any  tree 
of  the  forest  is  more  useful  than  the  vine,  if  it  bear  not  fruit. 

IV.  Let  me,  in  a  farther  application  of  this  doctrine, 
exhort  you  by  all  means  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  God.  Let  it 
be  your  constant  endeavour  to  be  in  this  way  actively  useful  in 
the  world. Here  consider  three  things. 

1.  What  an  honour  it  will  be  to  such  poor  creatures  as  yon 
are  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  the  divine  glory.  What  is  such  a 
poor  worm  as  man,  that  he  should  be  enabled  to  bring  forth  any 
fruit  to  God !  It  is  the  greatest  honour  of  his  nature,  that  God 
hath  given  him  a  capacity  of  glorifying  the  great  Creator. 
There  is  no  creature  in  the  visible  world  that  is  capable  of  ac- 
tively glorifying  God,  but  man. 

2.  In  bringing  forth  fruit  to  God,  you  will  be  so  profitable 
to  none  as  to  yourselves*  You  cannot  thereby  be  profitable  to 
God ;  Job  xxii.  2.  ^^Can  a  man  be  profitable  to  God  ?^  And 
though  thereby  you  may  be  profitable  to  your  fellow-creatures  ; 
yet  the  fruit  which  you  bring  forth  to  God  will  be  a  greater  be- 
nefit to  yourselves  than  to  any  one  living. — Although  you  are 
under  a  natural  obligation  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  God,  yet  he 
will  richly  reward  you  for  it.  In  requiring  you  to  bring  forth 
fruit  to  him,  he  doth  but  require  you  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  your 
own  happiness.  You  will  taste  the  sweetness  of  your  own 
fruit.  It  will  be  most  profitable  for  you  in  this  world,  and  the 
pleasure  will  be  beyond  the  labour.  Beside  this.  God  bath 
promised  to  such  a  life,  everlasting  rewards,  unspeakable,  in« 
finite  benefits.  So  that  by  it  you  willinfinitely  advance  your  own 
interest. 
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3.  If  you  remain  thus  unprofitable,  and  be  not  actively  use* 
fill,  surely  God  will  obtain  his  end  of  you,  in  your  desiructiw. 
He  will  say  concerning  the  barren  tree.  "Cut  it  down,  why 
cumbereth  it  the  ground  ?"  Christ  (John  xv.  6.)  tells  us,  "  n 
a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  wi- 
thered ;  and  men  gather  them,  and  cast  them  into  the  6re,  apd 
they  are  bumed.^^  This  is  spoken  of  the  barren  branches,  in 
the  vine.  How  would  you  yourselves  do  in  such  a  case  with  a 
barren  tree  in  an  orchard,  or  with  weeds  and  tares  in  your  fields  ? 
Doubtless  if  it  were  in  your  power,  you  would  utterly  destiOT 
them. — God  will  have  his  end ;  he  will  not  be  frostrated. 
Though  all  men  and  devils  unite  their  endeavours,  they  caoDOt 
frustrate  God  in  any  thing ;  and  "  though  hand  join  in  hand,  the 
wicked  shall  not  be  unpunished  ;^^  Prov.  xi.  31.  GTod  hath 
sworn  by  his  great  name,  that  he  will  have  his  glory  of  men, 
whether  they  will  actively  glorify  him  or  no.  Numb.  xiv.  31, 
22,  33.  '^  But  as  truly  as  1  live,  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with 
the  glory  of  the  Lord.  Because  all  those  men  which  have  see^ 
my  glory,  and  my  miracles  which  I  did  in  Egypt  and  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  have  tempted  me  now  these  ten  times,  and  have 
not  hearkened  tD  my  voice  ;  surely  they  shall  not  see  the  land 
which  1  sware  unto  their  fathers,  neither  shall  any  of  them  that 
provoked  me  see  it,'' — "  The  axe  lieth  at  the  root  of  the  trees  ; 
and  every  tree  that  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down, 
and  cast  into  the  fire  ;'^  Matt.  iii.  10.  The  end  of  those  men 
who  bring  forth  nothing  but  briers  and  thorns,  is  to  be  burned, 
as  in  Heb.  vi.  7,  8.  ^'  For  the  earth  which  drinketh  in  the  rain 
that  Cometh  oft  upon  it,  and  bringeth  forth  herbs  meet  for  them 
by  whom  it  is  dressed,  recciveth  blessing  from  God :  but  that 
which  beareth  thorns  and  briers,  is  rejected,  and  is  nigh  unto 
cursing ;  whose  end  is  to  be  burned.'^  So  we  read  of  the  tares, 
Matt.  xiii.  30.  "  Let  both  grow  together  until  the  harvest ;  and 
in  the  time  of  the  harvest  I  will  say  to  the  reapers.  Gather  ye 
together  first  the  tares,  and  bind  them  in  bundles  to  burn  them  ;^' 
and  in  verses  40,  41,  42.  ^*  As  therefore  the  tares  are  gathered 
and  burned  in  the  fire,  so  shall  it  be  at  the  end  of  the  world. 
The  Son  of  man  shall  send  forth  his  angels,  and  they  shall  ga- 
ther out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them  which 
do  iniquity,  and  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire;  there 
shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.'^ — So  it  is  said  of  the 
chaff.  Matt.  iii.  12.  "  Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will 
thoroughly  purge  his  floor,  and  gather  his  wheat  into  the  gar- 
ner: but  he  will  burn  up  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  fire." 

If  you  continue  not  to  bring  forth  any  fruit  to  the  divine 
glory,  hell  will  be  the  only  fit  place  for  you.  It  is  a  place  pre- 
pared on  purpose  to  be  a  receptacle  of  such  persons.  In  hell 
nature  ceases  to  labour  any  more  for  sinners.  There  they  will 
b.ive  no  opportunity  to  consume  the  fruits  of  divine  goodness 
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on  their  lusts ;  there  they  can  prejudice  or  incumber  nothing, 
upon  which  God  sets  any  value.  There  no  faithful  servants 
and  ministers  of  God  will  any  longer  spend  their  strength  in 
vain  upon  them.  IVhen  the  barren  tree  is  in  the  fire  the  ser- 
vants of  the  husbandman  are  freed  from  any  further  labour 
about  it. — In  hell  the  fruitless  will  no  more  have  opportunity  to 
clog  and  discourage  the  flourishing  of  religion,  and  to  destroy 
much  good,  as  they  often  do  in  this  world ;  they  will  no  more 
have  opi$ortunity  to  corrupt  others  by  their  ill  example ;  they 
will  no  more  have  it  in  their  power  to  offend  the  godlv;  they 
may  hurt  and  torment  one  another ;  but  the  godly  will  be  out 
of  their  reach.  In  hell  there  will  be  no  ordinances,  no  sab- 
baths, no  sacraments,  no  sacred  things,  for  them  to  profane 
and  defile  by  their  careless  and  hypocritical  attendance ;  but 
unceasing  wo  for  their  abuse. 


SERMON  XI.* 


SIlflCKRS   IN   ZION  T£ND£RLT  WARNED  $  OR   THE  FBAR- 
FUIiNESS  WHICH  WILL  HEREAFTER  SURPRISE  SIN- 
NERS IN  2ION,  REPRESENTED  AND  IMPROVED. 

Isaiah  xxxiiu  14. 

The  sinners  in  Zion  are  afraid^  fearfulness  hath  surprised  the 
hypocrites.  Who  among  us  shall  dwell  with  the  devouring 
fire?  Who  amongst  us  shall  dwell  with  everlasting  burnings? 

SECT.  I. 

Showing  who  are  sinners  in  Zion* 

There  are  two  kinds  of  persons  among  God^s  professing 
people ;  the  one,  those  who  are  truly  godly,  spoken  of  in  the 
verse  following  the  text ;  He  that  walketh  righteously^  and 
speaketh  uprightly^  ^c.  The  other  kind  consists  of  sinners  in 
Zion,  or  hypocrites.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  prophet  in 
this  chapter  speaks  interchangeably,  first  to  the  one,  and  then 
to  the  other  of  these  characters  of  men ;  awfully  threatcDiog 
and  denouncing  the  wrath  of  God  against  the  one,  and  com- 
forting the  other  with  gracious  promises.  Thus  you  may  ob- 
serve, in  the  5th  and  6th  verses,  there  are  comfortable  promises 
to  the  godly ;  then  in  the  eight  following  verses,  awful  judg- 
ments are  threatened  against  the  sinners  in  Zion.  Again,  in 
the  two  next  verses  are  blessed  promises  to  the  sincerely  godly, 
and  in  the  former  part  of  ver.  17.  And  then  in  the  latter  part 
of  ver.  17.  and  in  ver.  18,  and  19.  are  terrible  threatenings  to 
sinners  in  Zion  :  then  in  the  verses  that  follow  are  gracious 
promises  to  the  godly. 

Our  text  is  part  of  what  is  said  in  this  chapter  to  sinners 
in  Zion.  In  ver.  10.  it  is  said,  Now  will  I  rise,  saith  the  Lord; 
now  will  I  be  exalted,  now  will  I  lift  up  myself,  i.  e.  Now  will  1 

*  The  substance  of  two  posthumotis  discourse?,  dated  Dec.  1740. 


SKR.  XI.  Who  arc  .^iiuurb-  in  Ziofu  141 

arise  to  execute  wrath  upon  the  ungodly :  I  will  not  let  them 
alone  any  longer.  They  shall  see  that  I  am  not  asleep,  and 
that  I  am  not  regardless  of  mine  own  honour.  Mno  will  I  be 
exalted.  Though  they  have  cast  contempt  upon  me,  yet  I  will 
vindicate  the  honour  of  my  own  majesty  :  I  will  exalt  myself, 
and  show  my  greatness,  and  my  awful  majesty  in  their  destruc- 
tion. Now  will  I  lift  up  myself;  now  I  will  no  longer  have 
mine  honour  trampled  in  the  dust  by  them :  But  my  glory 
shall  be  manifested  in  their  misery. 

In  ver.  11.  the  prophet  proceeds,  Ye  shall  conceive  chaff j 
ye  shall  bring  forth  stubble :  i.  e.  Ye  shall  pursue  happiness 
in  ways  of  wickedness,  but  you  shall  not  obtain  it ;  you  are  as 
ground  which  brings  forth  no  fruit,  as  if  only  chaff  were  sowed 
m  it ;  it  brings  form  nothing  but  stubble,  which  is  fit  for  no- 
thing but  to  be  burned. 

It  seems  to  have  been  the  manner  in  that  land  where  the 
com  grew  verv  rank,  when  they  had  reaped  the  wheat,  and 
gathered  it  off  from  the  ground,  to  set  fire  to  the  stubble ; 
which  is  alluded  to  here;  and  therefore  it  is  added,  Your 
breath  as  fre^  shall  devour  you:  i.  c.  Your  own  wicked 
speeches,  your  wickedness  that  you  commit  with  your 
breath  or  with  your  tongues,  shall  set  fire  to  the  stubble  and 
devour  it. 

Then  it  follows  in  ver.  13.  And  the  people  shall  be  as  the 
burnings  of  lime.  As  they  are  wont  to  burn  lime  in  a  great 
and  exceeding  fierce  fire,  till  stones,  and  bones,  and  other 
things  are  burnt  to  lime ;  so  shall  the  wicked  be  burnt  in  the 
fire  of  God's  wrath.  As  thorns  cut  up  shall  they  be  burnt  in 
the  fire :  as  briers  and  thorns  are  the  incumbrance  and  curse 
of  the  ground  where  they  grow,  and  are  wont  to  be  burnt ;  so 
shall  it  be  with  the  wicked  that  are  among  God^s  people,  and 
grow  in  God's  field.  Heb.  vi.  7,  8.  **  For  the  earth  which 
drinketh  in  the  rain  that  cometh  oft  upon  it,  and  bringeth  forth 
herbs  meet  for  them  by  whom  it  is  dressed,  receiveth  blessing 
from  God :  but  that  which  beareth  thorns  and  briers,  is  reject- 
ed, and  is  nigh  unto  cursing ;  whose  end  is  to  be  burned.'^ 

Then  it  follows  in  ver.  13.  Hear  ye  that  are  far  o/f,  what 
I  have  done ;  and  ye  thai  are  near^  acknowledge  my  might. 
This  implies  that  God  will,  by  the  destruction  of  ungodly  men, 
manifest  his  glory  very  publicly,  even  in  the  sight  of  the  whole 
world,  both  in  the  sight  of  those  that  are  near,  and  of  those  that 
are  far  off.  Acknowledge  my  might.  Which  implies  that  God 
will  execute  wrath  upon  ungodly  men,,  in  sucn  a  manner  as 
extraoidinarily  to  show  forth  his  great  and  mighty  power.  The 
destmctioD  and  misery  of  the  wicked  will  be  so  dreadful,  that 
it  will  be  a  manifestation  of  the  omnipotent  power  of  God,  that 
be  can  execute  such  misery;  agreeably  to  Rom.  ix.  S3.  '\What 
if  God,  willing  to  show  his  wraUi,  and  to  make  his  power  known. 
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'  pndiiiea  n-UIi  much  long  auflering  llie  vessels  of  wrath  litlj 
destruction. 

Next  follow  these  words  ;  The  sinners  In  Zion  are 
fcarfulness  hath  surprised  the  hypocrites :  lo/w  among  i 
'dwell  ivilh  the  devouring  fire  ?  who  amongst  us  shall  tlweU 
everlasting  burnings-'  "the  sense  is,  that  tlie  lime  vrill  cofB^ 
when  fearfulne&9  will  surprise  the  sinners  in  Zion;  because 
Ihey  will  know,  that  they  are  about  to  be  cast  into  a  devour- 
ing fire,  which  they  must  soflcr  for  ever  and  ever,  and  which 
none  can  endure. 

It  may  he  inquired,  who  are  the  sinnera  iu  Zion  ! — ! 
answer,  That  they  are  those  who  are  in  a  oataral  condi^ 
nmong  the  visible  people  of  God.  Ziooi  or  the  city  of  X^ 
of  old,  was  a  type  of  the  church;  and  the  churcli  of  G< 
scripture  is  perhaps  more  frequently  called  by  the  a»a 
Zion  than  by  any  other  name.  And  commonly  by  Zi^ 
meant  the  true  church  of  Christ,  or  the  invisible  church  of 
true  saints.  But  sometimes  by  this  name  is  meant  the  vwblc 
church,  consisting  of  those  who  are  outwardly,  by  profesaion 
and  external  privileges,  the  people  of  God.  This  ia  intended 
by  Zion  in  this  text. 

The  greajer  part  of  the  world  are  sinners.  Christ's  flock 
is,  and  ever  halh  been  but  a  liltlo  flock.  And  the  sinnere  of 
the  world  are  of  two  sorts :  those  who  arc  visibly  of  Sat&o'f 
kingdom,  who  arc  without  the  pale  of  the  visible  churcb ;  atul 
those  who  do  not  profess  the  true  religion,  nor  attend  Ibo 
external  ordinances  of  it.  Besides  these  there  are  llie  einnen 
in  Zioit.  Both  are  the  objects  of  the  displeasure  and  wralh  of 
God;  but  his  wrath  is  more  especially  manifested  ia  scriplaii: 
against  the  latter.  Sinners  in  Zion  will  have  by  far  the  la^"' 
place  in  he!!.  They  arc  exalted  nearest  to  beavea  iH 
world,  and  they  will  be  lowest  in  hell  in  another.  The  J 
is  meant  by  hypocrites.  Sinnera  in  Zion  arc  all  hyp< 
for  they  make  a  profession  of  the  true  religion ;  Uicy  i 
God's  ordinances,  and  make  a  show  of  being  the  w<m  " 
of  God  :  but  all  \*  hypocrisy. 


SECT.  II. 

Hoii)  fearfulntss  mil  hereafter  surprise  sinners  in  Zio^ 

1-  They  will  hereafter  be  afraid.  Now  many  of  them 
seem  to  have  little  or  no  fear.  They  are  qniet  and  ai 
Nothing  will  awaken  them :  the  most  awful  threateaii^ 
the  loudest  warnings  do  not  much  move  them.  Tbe*  ■ 
so  much  moved  with  them,  but  that  they  can  eat,  sod  drii 
sleep,  and  go  about  their  worldly  concerns  without  mw 
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turbancc.  But  the  time  will  come,  when  the  hardest  and  most 
stupid  wretches  will  be  awakened.  Though  now  preaching  will 
not  awaken  them,  and  the  death  of  others  will  not  make  them 
afraid  ;  though  seeing  others  awakened  and  converted  will  not 
much  affect  uiem ;  though  they  can  stand  all  that  is  to  be  heard 
and  seen  in  a  time  of  general  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  Grod, 
without  being  much  moved ;  yet  the  time  will  come,  when  they 
will  be  awakened,  and  fear  will  take  hold  of  them.  They  will 
be  afraid  of  the  wrath  of  God  :  however  senseless  they  be  now. 
they  will  hereafter  be  sensible  of  the  awful  greatness  of  God; 
and  that  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  his  hands. 

3.  They  will  be  surprised  with  fear*  This  seems  to  imply 
two  things ;  viz.  the  greatness  of  their  fear,  and  the  suddenness 
of  it. 

(1.)  The  greatness  of  their  fear.  Surprise  argues  a  high 
degree  of  fear.  Their  fears  will  be  to  the  degree  of  astonish- 
ment. Some  of  the  sinners  in  Zion  are  somewhat  afraid  now  : 
they  now  and  then  have  some  degree  of  fear.  They  are  not 
indeed  convinced  that  there  is  such  a  place  as  hell ;  but  they  are 
afraid  there  is.  They  are  not  thoroughly  awakened ;  neither 
are  they  quite  easy.  They  have  at  certain  times  inward  mo- 
lestations from  their  consciences ;  but  they  have  no  such  de- 
grees of  fear,  as  to  put  them  upon  any  thorough  endeavours  to 
escape  future  wrath. 

However,  hereafter  they  will  have  fear  enough,  as  much, 
and  a  great  deal  more,  than  they  will  be  able  to  stand  under.' 
Their  fear  will  be  to  the  degree  of  horror ;  they  will  be  horribly 
afraid  ;  and  terrors  will  take  bold  on  them  as  waters.  Thus  we 
read  of  their  fear  coming  as  a  desolation^  and  of  distress  and  an- 
guish  coming  upon  them  ;  Prov.  i.  27.  It  is  also  very  emphati- 
cally said  of  the  wicked,  that  trouble  and  anguish  shall  prevail 
against  him,  as  a  King  ready  to  the  battle*  Job  xv.  24. 

The  stouteit  heart  of  them  all  will  then  melt  with  fear. 
The  hearts  of  those  who  are  of  a  sturdy  spirit,  and,  perhaps, 
scorn  to  own  themselves  afraid  of  any  man,  and  are  even  ashamed 
to  own  themselves  afraid  of  the  wrath  of  God,  will  then  become 
as  weak  as  water,  as  weak  as  the  heart  of  a  little  child.  And 
the  most  reserved  of  them  will  not  be  able  to  hide  his  fears. 
Their  faces  will  turn  pale ;  they  will  appear  with  amazement 
in  their  countenances ;  every  joint  in  them  will  tremble ;  all 
their  bones  will  shake ;  and  their  knees  will  smite  one  against 
another :  nor  will  they  be  able  to  refrain  from  crying  out  with 
fear,  and  from  rending  the  air  with  the  most  dismal  shrieks. 

(2.)  They  will  be  suddenly  seized  with  fear.  The  sinners 
in  Zion  often  remain  secure,  till  they  are  surprised,  as  with  a 
cry  at  midnight.  They  will  be,  as  it  were,  awakened  out  of 
their  secure  sleep  in  a  dismal  fright.     They  will  sec  an  unr\- 
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pected  caiamily  coming  upon  them ;  far  more  dreadful  iImo 
they  were  aware  of,  and  coming  at  an  unexpected  season. 

With  respect  to  the  time,  when  the  wicked  shall  be  tbos 
surprised  with  fear ; 

1.  It  is  often  so  on  a  death-bed.  Many  thin^  pass  in  their 
life-time,  which,  one  would  think,  might  well  stnke  terror  into 
their  souls ;  as  when  they  see  others  die,  who  are  as  young  as 
they,  and  of  like  condition  and  circumstances  with  themselves, 
whereby  they  may  see  how  uncertain  their  lives  are,  and  how 
unsafe  their  souls.  It  may  well  surprise  many  sinners,  to  con- 
sider how  old  they  are  grown,  and  are  yet  in  a  Christleas  state ; 
how  much  of  their  opportunity  to  get  an  interest  in  Christ  is  irre- 
coverably gone,  and  how  little  remains ;  also,  how  much  greater 
their  disadvantages  now  are,  than  they  have  been.  But  these 
things  do  not  terrify  them :  as  age  increases,  so  do  tlie  hardness 
and  stupidity  of  their  hearts  grow  upon  them. 

But  when  death  comes,  then  the  sinner  is  often  filled  witli 
astonishment.  It  may  be,  when  he  is  first  taken  sick,  he  has 
great  hope  that  he  shall  recover ;  as  men  are  ready  to  flatter 
themselves  with  hopes,  that  things  will  be  as  they  fain  would 
have  them.  But  when  the  distemper  comes  to  prevail  much 
upon  him,  and  he  sees  that  he  is  going  into  eternijty ;  when  he 
sees  Ihat  all  the  medicines  of  physicians  are  in  vain,  that  all  the 
care  and  endeavours  of  friends  are  to  no  purpose,  that  nothing 
seems  to  help  him,  that  his  strength  is  gone,  that  his  friends 
weep  over  him,  and  look  upon  his  case  as  desperate  ;  when  be 
sees,  by  the  countenance  and  behaviour  of  the  physician,  that 
he  looks  upon  his  case  as  past  hope,  and,  perhaps,  overhears  a 
whispering  in  the  room,  wherein  bis  friends  si^ify  one  to  ano- 
ther, that  they  look  upon  it  that  he  is  struck  with  death,  or 
wherein  they  tell  one  another,  that  his  extreme  parts  grow  cold, 
that  his  countenance  and  manner  of  breathing,  and  his  pulse, 
show  death,  and  that  he  begins  to  be  in  a  cold  death-sweat ;  and 
when,  perhaps,  by  and  by,  some  one  thinks  himself  bound  in 
duty  and  faithfulness  to  let  him  know  the  worst,  and,  therefore, 
comes  and  asks  him  whether  or  no  he  be  sensible  that  he  is  a 
dying  : — then  how  doth  fearfulness  surprise  the  sinner  in  Zion. 
How  doth  his  heart  melt  with  fear !  This  is  the  tMng  which 
he  feared  ever  since  he  was  taken  sick ;  but  till  now,  he  had 
hope  that  he  should  recover.  The  physician  did  not  speak ; 
or,  if  he  despaired,  he  spoke  of  such  and  such  medicines  as 
being  very  proper :  and  he  hoped  that  they  would  be  effisctaal; 
and  when  these  failed,  he  changed  his  medicines,  and  applied 
something  new  :  then  the  sinner  hoped  that  would  be  effectual. 
Thus,  although  he  constantly  grew  worse  and  worse,  still  he 
hoped  to  recover. 

At  the  same  time,  he  cried  to  God  to  spare  him,  and  made 
promises  how  he  would  live,  if  God  would  spare  him  ;  and  be 
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hoped  that  God  would  hear  him.  He  observed,  also,  that  his 
friends,  and  perhaps  the  minister,  seemed  to  pray  earnestly  for 
him ;  and  he  could  not  but  hope,  that  those  prayers  would  be 
answered,  and  he  should  be  restored.  But  now  how  doth  hu 
heart  sink  and  die  within  him !  how  doth  he  look  about  with  a 
frighted  countenance!  how  quick  is  the  motion  of  his  eye, 
through  inward  fear!  and  how  quick  and  sudden  are  all  his 
motions  !  what  a  frightful  hurry  doth  he  seem  to  be  in !  How 
doth  every  thing  look  to  him,  when  he  sees  pale  grim  death 
staring  him  in  the  face,  and  a  vast  eternity  within  a  few  hours  or 
minutes  of  him  I 

It  may  be,  be  still  stru^les  for  a  little  hope ;  he  is  loth  to 
believe  what  is  told  him ;  he  tells  his  informers,  that  he  hopes 
they  are  more  affrighted  than  they  need  be ;  he  hopes  that  those 
symptoms  arise  from  some  other  cause ;  and,  like  a  poor  drown- 
ing man,  he  catches  at  slender  and  brittle  twigs,  and  clinches 
his  hands  about  whatever  he  sees  within  his  reach. 

But  as  death  creeps  more  and  more  on  him,  he  sees  his 
twigs  break,  all  his  hopes  of  life  fail,  and  he  sees  he  must  die. 
O!  there  is  nothing  but  death  before  him!  He  hath  been  ho- 
ping; but  his  hopes  are  all  dashed ;  he  sees  this  world,  and  all 
that  belongs  to  it,  are  gone.  Now  come  the  thoughts  of  hell 
into  his  mind  with  amazement.  O !  how  shall  he  go  out  of  the 
world?  He  knows  he  hath  no  interest  in  Christ ;  his  sins  stare 
him  in  the  face.  O  the  dreadful  gulf  of  eternity !  He  had 
been  crying  to  God,  perhaps  since  he  was  sick,  to  save  him ; 
and  he  bad  some  hope,  if  it  were  his  last  sickness,  that  yet  God 
would  pity  him,  and  give  him  pardoning  grace  before  he  should 
die.  He  begged  and  pleaded,  and  he  hoped  that  God  would 
have  pity  on  his  poor  soul.  At  the  same  time,  be  asked  others 
to  pray  for  him,  and  he  had  been  looking  day  after  day  for  some 
light  to  shine  into  his  soul.  But,  alas !  now  he  is  a  dying,  and 
his  friends  ask  him,  how  death  appears  to  him  ?  whether  any 
light  appear  ?  whether  God  h^ve  not  given  him  some  token  of 
his  favour?  and  he  answers,  no,  with  a  poor,  faltering,  trem- 
bling voice,  if  able  to  speak  at  all :  Or,  if  his  friends  ask  a  sig- 
nal of  hope,  be  can  give  none. 

Now  death  comes  on  him  more  and  more,  and  he  just  on 
the  brink  of  eternity.  Who  can  express  the  fear,  the  misgiv- 
ings, the  hangings  hack,  and  the  horrible  fright  and  amazement, 
of  his  soul  ?  Some  who,  in  such  circumstances,  have  been  able 
to  speak,  have  been  known  to  cry  out,  0/  eternity  f  eternity  ! 
and  some,  O  a  thousand  worlds  for  an  inch  of  time  !  O  !  if  they 
might  hui  live  a  little  while  longer!  But  it  must  not  be;  go 
they  must.  They  feel  the  frame  of  nature  dissolving,  and  per- 
ceive the  soul  is  just  a-going;  for  sometimes  the  exercise  of 
reason  seems  to  hold  to  the  last. 
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What,  in  sucb  a  case,  U  felt  ia  ihc  bouI,  iq  llioae  L 
ments,  when  it  is  jiial  breaking  ila  bands  with  1 
to  fetch  its  lea|).  on  the  edge  of  elernity,  and  llie  very  brink  t>i 
hell,  without  any  Saviour,  or  (he  least  testimony  of  divine  mer- 
cy :  I  Bay,  what  is  somclimes  felt  by  ChrialiesS  soule,  in  ibesc 
momenls,  none  can  tell ;  nor  ia  it  within  the  compBW  of  o 
conception. 

2.  The  mioery  of  ihe  departed  soul  of  a  sinner,  be«des 
what  it  now  feels,  consist!'  in  a  great  part  in  amazinff  fears  of 
what  is  yet  to  com?..  When  the  union  of  the  soul  aad  body  is 
actually  broken,  and  the  body  has  fetched  ils  last  gasp,  Ihe  soul 
forsakes  ils  old  habitation,  and  then  falls  into  the  hands  of 
devils,  who  fly  npon  it,  and  seize  it  more  violently  than  ever 
hungry  lions  new  upon  their  prey.  And  with  what  horror  will 
it  fall  into  those  cruel  hands! 

If  we  imagine  to  ourselves  the  dreadful  fear  with  which  a 
lamb  or  kid  falls  inio  the  paws  of  a  wolf,  wbich  lays  hold  of  U 
with  open  mouth  ;  or.  if  we  imagine  to  ourselves  the  feeling  of 
n  little  child,  that  hath  been  pursued  by  a  lion,  when  it  is  taken 
hold  of,  and  sees  the  terrible  creature  open  his  devoariog  jaws, 
to  tear  it  in  pieces ;  or  the  feeling  of  those  two  and  forty  child- 
ren,  who  had  mocked  Elisha,  when  they  fell  into  the  paws  of 
the  bears  that  tare  (hem  in  pieces :  1  say,  if  we  could  have  a 
perfect  idea  of  that  terror  and  astonishment  which  a  little  child 
has  in  such  a  case,  yet  we  should  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  irhat 
ia  felt  in  the  departing  soul  of  a  sinner,  when  it  faUe  into  Vtt 
bands  of  those  cruel  devils,  those  roaring  lions,  vrbicHfl 
seize  of  il. 

And  when  the  soul  is  carried  to  hell,  and  there  ia  l<n 
cd,  sulfers  (he  wrath  of  the  Almighty,  and  ia  overwhelm 
crushed  with  it,  it  will  also  be  amazed  with  the  appreba 
of  what  shall  t/el  remaiu.      To  think  of  an  eternity  of  (ftf 
ment  remaining,  O  how  will  it  fill,  and  overbear,  and  unl 
the  wretched  soul !    How  will  the  thought  of  the  dun 
this  torment,  without  end,  cause  the  heart  to  melt  l" 
How  will  the  thought  of  it  sink  the  soul  into  tlie 
of  darkness  and  gloominess!     Even  those   proud  i 
spirits,  the  devils,  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  that  grrvler  t 
ment  which  they  are  to  suffer  at  the  day  of  Judgme&U     So  will 
the  poor  damned  souls  of  men.     They  have  already  mon 
they  will  be  able  to  bear  :    how  then  will  Iher  tremble  I 
thouehl  of  having  their  misery  so  vastly  augmented  I 

Persons,  sometimes,  in  tliis  world,  are  afraid  of  the  J 
judgment.     If  there  be  an  earthquake,  or  if  thero  be  n 
common  thunder  and  lightning,  or  if  there  be  some  < 
sight  in  the  heavens,  their  hearts  are  ready  to  tremble  Cat 
that  the  day  of  judgment  is  at  hand.     O  how  then  do  thm 
souls  in  hell  ftar  it.  who  know  so  much  more  about  in 
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know  by  what  they  feel  already,  and  know  certainly ^  that  when- 
ever it  comes,  they  shall  stand  on  the  left  hand  of  the  judge,  to 
receive  the  dreadful  sentence  ;  and  that  then,  in  soul  and  body, 
they  must  enter  into  those  everlasting  burnings  which  are  pre- 
pared for  the  devil  and  his  angels,  and  who  probably  know  that 
their  misery  is  to  be  an  hundred  fold  greater  than  it  is  now. 

3.  Fearfulness  will  surprise  them  at  the  last  judgment. 
When  Christ  shall  appear  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  the  last 
trumpet  shall  sound,  then  will  the  hearts  of  wicked  men  be  sur- 
prised with  fearfulness.  The  poor  damned  soul,  in  expectation 
of  it,  trembles  every  day  and  every  hour,  from  the  time  of  its 
departure  from  the  body.  It  knows  not,  indeed,  when  it  is  to 
be,  but  it  knows  it  is  to  be.  But  when  the  alarm  is  given  in 
hell  that  the  day  is  come,  it  will  be  a  dreadful  alarm  indeed.  It 
will,  as  it  were,  fill  the  caverns  of  hell  with  shrieks ;  and  when 
the  souls  of  the  damned  shall  enter  into  their  bodies,  it  will  be 
with  amazing  horror  of  what  is  coming.  And  when  they  shall 
lift  up  their  heads  out  of  their  graves,  and  shall  see  the  judge ; 
it  will  be  a  most  terrible  sight.  Gladly  would  they  return  into 
their  graves  again,  and  hide  themselves  there,  if  that  might  be ; 
and  gladly  would  they  return  into  hell,  their  former  state  of  mi- 
sery, to  hide  themselves  from  this  awful  sight,  if  that  would  ex- 
cuse them. 

So  those  sinners  in  Zion,  who  shall  then  be  found  alive  on 
the  earth,  when  they  shall  see  this  si{;ht  will  be  surprised  with 
fearfulness.  The  fear  and  horror  which  many  poor  sinners  feel 
when  they  are  dying,  is  great,  and  beyond  all  that  of  which  we 
can  have  any  idea  ;  but  that  is  nothing  to  the  horror  that  will 
seize  them  when  they  shall  come  to  see  this  sight. 

There  will  not  be  a  wicked  man  upon  earth  who  will  be 
able  to  bear  it,  let  him  be  who  he  will ;  let  him  be  rich  or  poor 
old  or  youne,  male  or  female,  servant  or  master,  king  or  sub- 
ject, leameo  or  unlearned  ;  let  him  be  ever  so  proud,  ever  so 
courageous,  and  ever  so  sturdy.  There  is  not  one  who  will  be 
able  at  all  to  support  himself ;  when  he  shall  see  this  sight,  it 
will  immediately  sink  his  spirit ;  it  will  loose  the  joints  of  his 
loins ;  it  will  make  his  countenance  more  ghastly  than  death. 
The  rich  captains  and  valiant  generals  and  princes,  who  now 
scorn  to  show  any  fear  at  the  face  of  an  enemy,  who  scorn  to 
tremble  at  the  roaring  of  cannon*  will  tremble  and  shriek  when 
they  shall  hear  the  last  trumpet,  and  see  the  majesty  of  their 
judge :  it  will  make  their  teeth  to  chatter,  and  make  them  fly 
to  hide  themselves  in  the  caves  and  rocks  of  mountains,  crying 
to  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and  cover  them 
from  the  wrath  of  the  judge. 

Fearfulness  will  surprise  them  when  they  shall  be  dragged 
before  the  judgment-seat.  The  wicked  hang  back  when  they 
are  about  to  meet  death ;  but  in  no  measure  as  thev  will  ^?^ff 
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back  when  they  come  to  meet  their  great  Judge.  Aod  wheir 
they  come  to  staud  before  the  Jadge,  and  are  put  on  his  left 
hand,  fearfulness  and  amazement  will  surprise  them.  The 
majesty  of  the  Judge  will  be  intolerable  to  them.  His  pnre 
and  holy  eye,  which  will  behold  and  search  them,  and  pierce 
them  through,  will  be  more  terrible  to  their  souls  a  thousand 
times  than  flashes  of  lightning  piercing  their  hearts.  There 
will  they  stand  in  a  trembling  expectation,  that  by  and  by  they 
shall  hear  the  word^  of  that  dreadful  sentence  proceed  oat  of 
the  mouth  of  Christ :  they  will  have  an  horrible  expectation  of 
that  sentence  ;  and  what* shall  they  do,  whither  shall  they  fly, 
so  as  to  be  out  of  its  hoaring  ?  They  cannot  shut  their  ears, 
so  as  not  to  hear  it. 

Fearfulness  will  surprise  them  when  the  sentence  fthall 
come  to  be  pronounced.  At  the  close  of  the  judgment,  that 
dreadful  doom  will  be  uttered  by  the  Judge ;  and  it  will  be  the 
most  terrible  voice  that  ever  was  heard.  The  soand  of  the 
last  trumpet,  that  shall  call  men  to  judgment,  will  be  a  more 
terrible  sound  to  wicked  men  than  ever  they  shall  have  heard 
till  that  time  ;  but  the  sound  of  the  last  sentence  will  be  much 
more  terrible  than  that.  There  will  not  be  one  of  all  thoie 
millions  at  the  left  hand,  whether  high  or  low,  king  or  subject 
who  will  be  able  to  support  himself  at  all  under  the  sound  of 
that  sentence ;  but  they  will  all  sink  under  it. 

Lastly,  Fearfulness  will  surprise  them,  when  tbej  shall 
come  to  sec  the  fire  kindle  upon  the  world,  in  which  they  are 
to  be  tormented  for  ever.  When  the  sentence  shall  have  been 
pronounced,  Christ,  with  his  blessed  saints  and  glorious  angels, 
will  leave  this  lower  world,  and  ascend  into  heaven.  Tlien 
will  the  flames  begin  to  kindle,  and  fire  will  probably  be  seen 
coming  down  from  heaven ;  and  soon  will  the  fire  lay  hold  of 
that  accursed  multitude.  Then  will  their  hearts  be  surprised 
with  fearfulness ;  that  fire  will  appear  a  dreadful  fire  indeed. 
O  what  chatterings  of  teeth,  what  shaking  of  loins,  what  dis- 
tortions of  bodv,  will  there  be  at  that  time,  when  they  shall  see, 
and  begin  to  feel,  the  fierceness  of  the  flames !  VlThat  shall 
they  do,  whither  shall  they  go,  to  avoid  those  flames?  Where 
shall  they  hide  themselves  ?  If  they  creep  into  holes,  or  creep 
into  caves  of  the  earth,  yea  if  they  could  creep  down  to  the 
centre  of  the  earth,  it  will  be  in  vain  ;  for  it  will  set  on  fire  the 
bottoms  of  the  mountains,  and  burn  to  the  lowest  hell.  They 
will  see  no  place  to  fly  to,  no  place  to  hide  themselves. 

Then  their  hearts  will  be  filled  with  fearfulness,  and  will 
utteriy  sink  in  despair.  Thus  it  shall  hereafter  be  with  every 
one  that  shall  then  be  found  to  be  a  sinner,  and  especially  with 
sinners  in  Zion. 
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SECT.  IH. 
Why  ainyiers  in  general  will  hereafter  be  surprised  with  fear* 

1.  Fearfulne^s  will  surprise  them,  because  they  will  know" 
that  they  are  to  be  cast  into  devouring  fire.  There  is  nothiDg- 
which  seems  to  give  one  a  more  terrible  idea  of  torment  and 
misery,  thau  to  think  of  being  cast  alive  into  a  great  fire  ;  espe- 
cially if  we  conceive  of  the-  senses  remaining  quick,  and  not 
benumbed  by  the  fire.  The  wicked  will  hereafter  have  that  id 
make  them  afraid,  that  they  are  not  only  to  be  cast  into  ^fire 
but  into  devouring  fire ;  which  implies,  that  it  will  be  a  fire  of 
extraordinary  fierceness  of  heat,  and  before  which  nothing  can 
stand. 

The  fire  into  which  men  are  to  be  cast  is  called  a  furnace 
of  fire*  Furnaces  are  contrived  for  an  extreme  degree  of  heat, 
this  being  necessary  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  de* 
sieiied,  as  the  running  and  refining  of  metals,  and  the  melting 
of  materials  into  glass.  The  fire  of  such  earthlv  furnaces  may 
be  called  devouring  fire^  as  the  heat  of  some  of  them  is  sucb^ 
that  in  them  even  stones  will  presently  be  dissolved.  Now,  if 
a  person  should  be  brought  to  the  mouth  of  such  a  furnace^ 
and  there  should  see  how  the  fire  glows,  so  as  presently  ta 
inake  every  thing  cast  into  it  all  over  white,  and  bright  with 
fire,  and  at  the  same  time  should  know  that  he  was  immediate- 
ly to  be  cast  into  this  furnace,  would  not  fearfulness  surprise 
him  ? 

In  some  heathen  countries,  the  manner  of  disposing  of 
dead  bodies  is  to  dig  a  great  pit,  to  put  in  it  a  great  quantitv  of 
fuel,  to  put  the  dead  bodies  on  the  pile,  and  to  set  it  on  fire«f. 
This  is  some  imag^  of  the  burning  of  dead  souls  in  the  pit  of 
hell.  Now,  if  a  person  were  brought  to  the  edge  of  such  a  pit, 
all  filled  with  glowing  flames,  to  be  immediately  cast  into  it, 
would  it  not  surprise  the  heart  with  fearfulness  ? 

The  flames  of  a  very  great  fire,  as  when  a  house  is  all  oa 
fire,  give  one  some  idea  of  the  fierceness  of  the  wrath  of  God  i 
such  is  the  rage  of  the  flames.  And  we  see  that  fhe  greater  a 
fiire  is,  the  fiercer  is  its  heat  in  eveir  part ;  and  the  reason  isy 
because  one  part  heats  another.  The  heat  in  a  particular' 
place,  besides  the  heat  which  proceeds  out  of  the  fuel  in  that 
place,  is  increased  by  the  additional  heat  of  the  fire  all  around 
it.  Hence  we  may  conceive  something  of  what  fierceness  that 
fire  will  be,  when  this  visible  world  shall  be  turned  into  one; 
great  furnace.  That  will  be  devouring  fire  indeed.  Such  will 
be  the  heat  of  it,  that,  as  the  apostle  says,  the  elements  shall 
melt  with  fervent  heat,  2  Pet.  iii.  10. 
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Men  can  artilicially  raise  such  a  degree  of  heat  witb  bom- 
ing  glasses,  as  will  quickly  mi-It  the  very  stones  and  sand.  And 
it  is  probable  that  the  heat  of  that  great  fire  which  nill  huro 
the  world  will  be  such  as  to  melt  the  rock.",  and  the  ver]' 
ground,  and  turn  them  into  a  kind  of  liquid  gre:  so  that  the 
whole  world  will  probably  be  converted  into  a  iireat  lake,  or 
liquid  globe  of  fire,  a  vast  ocean  of  fire,  in  which  ihc  nicked 
shall  be  overwhelmed.  It  will  be  an  ocean  of  fire,  which  will 
always  be  in  a  tempest,  in  which  the  wicked  shall  be  tossed  (o 
and  fro,  having  no  rest  day  nor  night,  vast  waves  or  billovra  of 
fire  continually  rolling  over  their  heads. 

But  all  this  will  be  only  an  image  of  thai  dreadful  fire  of  the 
wrath  of  God,  which  the  wicked  shall  al  the  same  time  sufller 
in  their  Eou/s.  We  read  in  Rev.  xis.  \  b.  of  tkr  fitrcenrm  and  wrath 
of  Almighty  God.  This  is  an  extraordinary  expreitsion.  carry- 
ing a  terrible  idea  of  the  future  misery  of  the  wicked.  If  it 
had  been  only  said  the  wrath  of  God,  that  would  have  express- 
ed what  K  dreadful.  If  the  wraih  of  a  king  be  as  ih<-  roaring 
of  a  lion,  what  is  the  wrath  of  God  ?  But  it  is  not  only  ^aid  the 
wrath  of  God,  but  tht  Jierctmsa  and  wrath  of  God,  or  the  rage 
of  his  wrath;  and  not  only  so,  but  the  tJerceness  and  wrath  of 
Atmighfy  God.  O  what  is  that!  the  fierceness  and  rage  or 
fury  of  Omnipolence  !  of  a  being  of  infinite  strength !  What 
an  idea  doth  that  give  of  th''  state  of  those  worms  that  siifler 
the  fierceness  and  wralh  of  such  an  Almighty  Being!  And  is 
it  any  wonder  that  iearfutness  surprises  their  hearts,  when  they 
see  this  about  to  be  executed  upon  them  ? 

2.  Another  reason  given  in  the  text,  why  fearfulnes!)  witt 
hereafter  surprise  sinners,  is,  that  they  will  be  sensible  ibis 
devouring  fire  will  be  everlasting.  If  a  man  were  brought  to 
the  mouth  cH*  a  great  furnace  to  be  cast  into  (he  midst  of  it,  if 
at  the  same  lime  he  knew  he  should  suffer  torment  but  fur  (nu 
minute,  yet  ihat  minute  would  be  so  terrible  to  him,  that  fear- 
fulness  would  surprise  and  iistonish  him.  How  much  more,  if 
be  were  to  be  cast  into  a  fire  much  fiercer;  Iht-  fire  in  which 
wicked  men  are  hercafler  to  be  totmenled  !  And  if  the  thought 
of  snfl'eriiig  this  devouring  fire  for  one  minute  would  he  enough 
to  fill  one  with  such  surprising  fearfulness,  what  will  seize 
them,  when  they  shall  know  that  they  are  to  bear  it.  not  for 
one  minute,  nor  for  one  day,  nor  for  one  year,  nor  for  one  age, 
nor  for  a  hundred  ages,  nor  for  a  million  of  ages,  one  after  an- 
other, bnt  for  ever  and  ever ;  without  any  end,  and  never,  never 
be  delivered* 

They  shall  know,  that  the  fire  itself  will  be  tT>erta>ting 
/«;  fire  that  never  shall  he  quenched  :  Mark  ix.  43.  -14.  Togo 
into  kflt,  into  the  firt  that  never  shall  be  quenched  ;  where  tfvir 
jporm  ditlh  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.  And  ihcy  shaft 
know  that  their  torment  in  that  fire  never  will  have  an  cod. 
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Rev.  xiv.  10,  11.  They  shall  know  that  they  shall  for  ever  be 
full  of  quick  sense  within  and  without ;  their  heads,  their  eyes, 
their  tonnes,  their  hafids,  their  feet,  their  loins,  and  their 
vitals,  shall  for  ever  be  full  of  i^lowin^  melting  fire,  fierce 
enough  to  melt  the  very  rocks  and  elements ;  and  also  that 
the>  shall  eternally  be  full  of  the  most  quick  and  lively  sense 
to  feel  the  torment. 

They  shall  know  that  they  shall  never  cease  restlessly  to 
plunge  and  roll  in  that  mighty  ocean  of  fire.  They  shall  know 
that  those  billows  of  fire,  which  are  greater  than  the  greatest 
mountains,  will  never  cease  to  roll  over  them,  following  oile  an- 
other for  ever  and  ever. 

At  the  same  time  they  will  have  a  more  lively  sense  of 
eternity  than  we  ever  can  have  here.  We  can  have  but  a  little 
sense  of  what  an  eternal  duration  is ;  and  indeed  none  can  com* 
prebend  it;  it  swallows  up  all  thought  and  imagination:  if  wc 
set  ourselves  to  think  upon  it,  we  are  presently  lost.  But 
they  will  have  another  and  far  clearer  sense  of  it  than  we  have. 
O  how  vast  will  eternity  appear  to  them,  when  they  think  of 
spending  it  in  such  burnings  ?  This  is  another  reason  that  fear- 
fulness  will  surprise  them.  The  thoughtsof  eternity  will  always 
amaze  them,  and  will  sink  and  depress  them  to  a  bottomless 
depth  of  despair. 

3.  The  third  reason  given  in  the  text,  why  fearfulness  will 
surprise  them  at  the  apprehension  of  this  punishment,  is,  (hat 
that  they  will  know,  they  shall  not  be  able  to  bear  it.  When 
they  shall  see  themselves  going  into  that  devouring  fire,  they 
will  know  that  they  are  not  able  to  bear  it.  They  will  know 
that  they  are  not  able  to  grapple  with  the  fierceness  and 
rage  of  those  flames ;  tor  they  will  see  the  fierceness  of  the 
wrath  of  God  in  them;  they  will  see  an  awful  manifestation  of 
Omnipotence  in  the  fury  of  that  glowing  furnace.  And  in 
those  views  their  hearts  will  utterly  fail  them ;  their  hands  will 
not  be  strong  nor  can  their  hearts  endure.  They  will  see  that 
their  strength  is  weakness  ;  and  that  they  can  do  nothing  in  such 
a  conflict. 

When  they  shall  have  come  to  the  edge  of  the  pit,  and  of 
the  burning  lake,  and  shall  look  into  the  furnace,  then  they  will 
cry  out  with  exclamations  like  these:  O!  what  shall  I  do? 
how  shall  I  bear  the  torments  of  this  fire  ?  how  can  I  endure 
them  ?  Who  can  endure  ?  where  is  the  man  so  stout-hearted, 
where  is  the  giant  of  such  strength  and  such  courage,  that  he 
can  bear  this?  O!  what  shall  I  do?  Must  I  be  cast  in  thi- 
ther ?  I  cannot  bear  it ;  I  can  never  endure  it.  O  that  I  could 
return  to  my  first  nothing !  How  can  I  endure  it  one  moment  7 
how  much  less  can  I  endure  it  for  ever  and  ever  ?  And  must  I 
bear  it  for  ever?  what!  for  ever  and  ever,  without  any  end, 
and  never  find  any  refuge,  never  W  saflered  to  return  to  my 
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first  nothing,  and  be  no  nearer  to  tbc  end  of  Ihese   sufla 
after  millions  of  nges  ?    O  what  dismal  ronlentions  and  shn 
and  eli»king  uf  loins,  und  gnashing  of  te«lh,  will  lliere  be  ibea  I 
No  wonder  that  fearfulness  will  then  surprise  the  wicked. 


^1/  it  mil  be   tspecially  thus  zoUh  sitmere  in  Zion,  wAo  < 
among  Gotfn  visible  people. 

There  will  hereafter  be  a  very  great  diSerenrc  between 
sinners  in  Zion  au6  other  sinners;  a  great  diderenee  between 
the  most  pointed  hypocrite  of  ihem  all,  and  the  drunkards,  the 
adulterers,  the  Sodomites,  the  thieves,  and  murderers  among 
the  heathen,  who  sin  against  only  the  li^ht  of  nature.  Tbc 
fbarfulness  which  will  surprise  them,  although  it  will  be  very 
dreadful,  yet  will  be  in  no  measure  so  amazing  and  horrible,  af 
that  which  will  seize  the  sinners  in  Zion.  That  fierceness  and 
wrath  of  Almighty  God,  which  they  will  t^uflfer,  will  be  mild  and 
moderate  in  comparison  with  that  which  the  sinoerB  in  Zion 
will  suffer. 

The  wrath  of  God  is  in  his  word  manifested  agaiost  tlio 
wicked  Heathens  ;  but  it  is  ten  times  as  much  manilrated 
against  tbo.se  xinnerg  who  make  the  profesgion  and  enjoy  ibo 
privileges  of  (he  people  of  God ;  and  yet  remBin  eneiDtea  to 
God.  Both  the  Old  Testament  and  Ihe  New  are  full  of  terri- 
ble denunciations  against  such.  Read  the  books  of  Moset, 
read  the  prophets,  and  you  will  6nd  them  full  of  drcodfni 
threateninga  against  such.  Read  over  the  hietorj  of  Christ's 
life  and  the  speeches  which  he  made  when  upOD  earth ;  there 
you  will  see  what  woes  and  curses  he  freqiienlly  deiiouiired 
against  such.  How  of>en  did  hv  say.  thai  it  shwild  be  mor« 
tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgmejit,  than 
for  the  cities  in  whirh  mo*l  of  his  mighty  work»  weit-  done! 
Read  over  the  history  of  the  Acts  of  the  Anoxtles.  and  their 
Epistles;  there  you  will  find  the  same.  It  is  the  sinners  in  Zion 
or  hypocrites,  that  are  always  in  scripture  spoken  of  as  the 
people  of  God's  wrath  :  Ua.  n.  G.  I  will  srnd  him  against  an 
hj/pocrilical  nation,  against  the  people  of  my  wrath  will  I  give 
him  a  charge,  to  take  the  spoil. — The  reasons  are  chiefly  these  ; 

I.   That  they   sin  against  so  much  gri-ater  light .' TYns  is 

^  often  spoken  of  in  scripture,  as  an  aggraii atioii  to  the  sin  simL 

1  wickednessof  sinners  in  Zion.     He  that  knows  not  his  Loi 

will,  and  doeth  it  not,  is  declared  not  to  be  wortln  of  so 

stripes,  as  he  who,  being  informed  of  lii'  Lord's  will,  is  ii, 

manner  disobedient.     If  men  be  blind.  Ihcy  have  comparsli'..^— 

-n  ;  but  when  they  see,  when  they  have  light  to  know  Ihw 
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duty,  and  to  know  their  obliq:ation,  then  their  sin  is  great,  John 
ix.  14.  When  the  li^ht  that  is  in  a  man  is  darknes*.,  how  great 
is  that  darkness !  and  when  men  hve  in  wickedness,  in  the 
midst  of  great  light,  that  light  is  like  to  be  the  blackness  of 
darkness  indeed. 

2.  That  they  sin  against  such  professions  and  vows.  The 
Heathens  never  pretended  to  be  the  worj^hippeis  of  the  true 
God.  They  never  pretended  to  be  Christ's*  disciples  ;  they 
never  came  under  any  covenant-oblii^ations  to  be  such.  But 
this  is  not  the  case  with  sinners  in  Zion.  Now,  God  -highly 
resents  falsehood  and  treachery,  Judas,  who  betrayed  Christ 
with  a  kiss,  was  a^ greater  sinner,  and  much  more  the  object  of 
God^s  wrath,  than  Pilate  who  condemned  him  to  be  crucified, 
and  was  his  murderer. 

3.  That  they  sin  against  so  much  greater  mercy.  They 
have  the  infinite  mercy  of  God.  in  giving  his  own  Son,  often  set 
before  them  :  they  have  the  dying  love  of  Christ  represented 
to  them  :  they  have  this  mercy,  this  glorious  Saviour,  his  blood 
and  righteousness,  often  oflered  to  them :  they  have  a  blessed 
opportunity  to  obtain  salvation  for  their  souls ;  a  great  price  is 
put  into  their  hands  to  this  end  :  they  have  that  precious  trea- 
sure, the  holy  scriptures,  aud  enjoy  Sabbaths,  and  sacraments, 
and  the  various  means  of  grace :  but  all  these  means  and  advan^ 
tages,  these  opportunities,  offers,  mercies,  and  invitations,  they 
abuse,  despise,  and  reject. 

But  there  is  no  wrath  like  that  which  arises  from  mercy 
abused  and  rejected.  When  mercy  is  in  this  way  turned  into 
wrath,  this  is  the  fiercest  wrath. — Sinners  in  Zion,  beside  their 
fall  by  the  first  Adam,  have  a  fall  also  bv  the  second  :  he  is  a 
stone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of  otTence.  at  which  they  stumble 
and  fall ;  and  there  is  no  fall  like  this ;  the  fall  by  the  first 
Adam  is  light  in  comparison  with  it. 

On  these  accounts,  whenever  we  see  the  day  of  judgment, 
as  every  one  of  us  shall  see  it,  we  shall  easily  distifiguish  be- 
tween the  sinners  in  Zion  and  other  sinners,  by  their  shriller 
cries,  their  louder,  more  bitter,  and  dolorous  vhrieks,  the 
greater  amazement  of  their  countenances,  and  the  more  dismal 
shaking  of  their  limbs,  and  contortions  of  their  bodies. 


SECT.  V. 

An  earnest  Exhortation  to  sinners  in  Zion^  noio  to  fiy  from  the 
devouring  fire  and  everlasting  burnings. 

You  have  often  been  exhorted  to  fly  from  the  "  wrath  to 
come.^^  This  devouring  fire,  these  everlasting  burnings,  of 
which  we  have  been  speaking,  are  the  wrath  to  come.    You 
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Iiear  of  (his  fire,  of  Ibeee  burnings,  and  of  that  fearfiilm 
will  seize  und  surprise  sinners  in  Zinn  hereafter;  ani 
reason  have  you  of  lhankf<iljies«  (hal  you  oiil^  hear  of  tbcm, 
that  vo«  do  not  »s  yet  feel  ihem,  and  that  Ihey  have  not  al- 
ready taken  hold  of  yoii?  They  are.  as  it  were,  following  joa, 
and  roniiiij;  nearer  and  nearer  every  day.  Those  tiprce  flames 
are  already  kindled  in  the  nralh  uf  God;  yea,  Ihe  tiercer^esd 
and  wrath  uf  Almighty  God  burn  againfl  you  ;  it  is  ready  for 
you;  tliHt  pit  is  prepired  for  you,  with  bre  and  ntiich  wood, 
and  the  wrath  of  the  Lord,  as  a  stream  of  brimstooe,  doth  kin- 
dle it. 

Lot  WHS  with  great  urgency  hastened  out  of  Sodom,  and 
commnnded  lo  m»ke  haste,  and  fly  for  his  hfe,  atid  e^rapc  10 
the  mouiiliiins,  lest  he  should  he  consumed  in  these  flamea 
which  bnnied  up  Sodum  and  Gomorrah.  But  that  burning  was 
a  mere  ^park  lo  thul  devouring  lire,  and  those  everlasting  burn- 
ings of  which  you  are  in  danger.  Therefore  inproire  the  pre* 
Bent  opportunity. 

Now,  Gild  is  plea<ed  again  to  pour  out  his  spirit  upon  us ; 
and  he  is  doint;  i^real  ihuii^s  among  us.  God  is  indeed  come 
again,  the  same  greiil  God  who  so  wonderfully  appeared  among 
US  some  years  ago,  and  who  haih  8i';ce,  'or  our  sins,  deg^nrled 
from  us.  left  us  so  long  in  so  dull  and  dead  a  state,  and  hath  let 
sinners  atone  in  their  sins;  so  that  there  have  been  scarcely 
any  signs  to  be  seen  of  any  sucti  work  as  conversion.  That 
same  God  is  now  come  again;  he  is  really  come  in  like  man- 
ner, and  begins,  as  he  did  before,  gloriously  to  matitfe^l  ha 
mighty  power,  and  the  nehes  of  his  grace.  He  brings  sinners 
out  of  darkne.'S  into  marvellous  light.  He  rescues  p nor  cap* 
tive  souls  out  iif  the  hands  uf  Satan  ;  he  saves  persons  from  the 
devouring  lire  :  he  plucks  one  and  another  as  brands  out  of  th« 
burnings ;  he  opens  the  pri^on-duors,  and  knocks  off  llieif 
chains,  and  brings  out  poor  prisoners ;  he  is  now  working  »al- 
valion  among  us  from  this  very  destruction  of  which  yoa  hare 
now  heard. 

Now,  now,  then,  is  the  time;  now  is  the  blessed  opporla- 
nity  to  escape  those  rverlaT-ting  burnings.  Now  God  hath  again 
set  open  the  same  fountain  among  us,  and  gives  one  more  l>appy 
opportunity  fur  souls  to  escape.  Now  he  hath  set  open  a  wide 
door,  and  he  stands  in  the  door-way,  calling  and  b«-g^ng  with 
a  lond  voice  to  the  sinners  of  Zion  :  Come,  saith  he,  come,  fly 
from  the  wrath  to  come  ;  here  is  a  refuge  for  you ;  fly  bttber 
for  refuse  ;  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before  you. 

A  little  while  ago,  it  was  uncertain  whether  we  should  ever 
see  such  an  opportunity  again.  If  it  had  always  conlinoedu 
it  hath  been  for  some  years  past.*  almost  all  of  you  would  Mttlj 
•  Thi»  wu  writlon  in  J7J0,  five  or  iis  jean  »«ot  tli«  fon«»*r  r*riid  b^ 
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have  gone  to  bell ;  in  a  little  time.  Tearfulness  would  have  sur- 
prised you,  and  you  would  have  been  ca<it  into  (hat  devouring 
ore,  and  those  everlasting  burnings.  B*it  rn  intiniie  mere.)  God 
gives  another  opportunity  ;  and  blessed  are  your  e}es,  that  they 
see  it,  if  you  did  but  know  your  own  opportunity. 

You  have  had  your  life  >pared  through  these  six  ^ears  r>a8tt 
to  this  very  time,  to  another  outpouring  of  the  Spirit.  Wbat 
would  you  have  done,  if  you  had  died  before  it  came  ?  How 
doleful  would  your  case  have  been  !  But  you  have  reason  to 
bless  God  that  it  was  not  so,  and  that  you  are  yet  alive,  and  now 
again  see  a  blessed  day  of  grace.  And  will  you  not  improve 
it !  Have  you  not  so  much  love  to  your  poor  souls,  as  to  im- 
prove such  an  opportunity  as  this  ? 

Some,  there  is  reason  to  think,  have  lately  fled  for  refuge 
to  Christ;  and  will  you  be  willing  to  sta}  behind  ^^(ilK  poor 
miserable  captives,  condemned  to  sutfer  for  ever  in  the  lake  of 
fire  ?  Hereafter,  you  will  see  those  of  your  neighbours  and 
acquaintance,  who  are  converted,  mounting  up  as  with  wings, 
with  songs  of  joy.  to  meet  their  Lord  ;  and  if  vou  remain,  un- 
converted, you,  at  the  same  time,  will  be  sur;)rised  with  fear, 
and  horror  will  take  hold  of  you,  because  of  the  devouring  fire, 
and  the  everlasting  burnings. 

It  is  an  awful  thing  to  think  of,  that  there  are  now  some 
persons  in  this  very  congregation,  here  and  thc^re,  who  will  be 
the  subjects  of  that  very  misery  of  which  we  have  now  heard, 
although  it  be  so  dreadful,  although  it  be  so  intolerable,  and  al- 
though it  be  eternal !  There  ars  probably,  some  now  reading 
or  hearing  this  discourse,  who  shall  be  seen,  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, among  the  devils,  at  the  left  hand  of  the  judge,  with 
frighted,  ghastly  countenances ;  wringing  their  hands,  gnashing 
their  teeth,  shrieking  and  crying  out. 

Now  we  know  not  their  names,  nor  where  to  look  for  them. 
But  God  knoweth  their  names,  and  now  ^eeth  and  knowetb 
wbat  they  think,  and  how  much  they  regard  the  warnin;^s  which 
are  given  them  this  day.  We  have  not  the  least  reason  to  sup- 
pose any  other  than  that  some  of  you  will  hereafter  see  others 
entering  into  glory  with  Christ,  and  saints,  and  angels,  while 
you,  with  dreadful  horror,  shall  ^^ee  the  fire  begin  to  kindle  about 
you.  it  may  be,  that  the  persons  are  now  blessing  themselves 
in  their  own  hearts,  and  each  o  le  saving  with  himself.  Well,  I 
do  not  intend  it  shall  be  I.  Every  one  hopes  to  go  to  hea- 
ven; none  would,  by  any  means,  miss  of  it.  If  any  thought 
they  should  miss  of  it,  they  wo'ild  be  greatly  amazed.  But  all 
will  not  go  thither;  it  will  undoubtedly  he  the  portion  of  some  to 
toss  and  tumble  for  ever  among  the  fiery  billows  of  God's  wrath. 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  but  that  there  are  some  here  who 
will  not  be  in  earnest ;  let  them  have  ever  so  good  an  opportu- 
nity to  obtain  heaven,  they  will  not  thoroughly  improve  it.   Tell 
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them  of  hell  as  often  as  you  will,  and  set  it  out  in  as  lively  c^ 

a-  joii  will,  iIiL'j  will  be  flack  and  sluihful ;  and  the^  trill 
never  be  likely  to  ublaiii  heHven.  while  ihej-  art-  •'leefiiiig,  and 
dreitmiiig.  anil  inleiidiii^.  and  liopiijg.  Tbe  wrath  of  God.  which 
puiaues  llieiii,  will  l»ke  litem  b>  the  lieel? ;  hell,  llinl  rullnira 
after,  will  uvcrtuke  lliem ;  feuiTiiliiesn  will  aurprist-  Iheiu,  and  a 
tem^ieal  will  stt^al  iht^nianay. 

Nor  IB  it  to  he  supposed,  thxt  all  who  are  now  seeking,  will 
holdout;  some  will  bHrkslide  ;  they  will  be  un>(eady.  Ifnoiir 
the^  seem  to  be  |jrelty  much  engaged,  it  will  not  hold.  Times 
will  priib.ibl_v  alter  by  and  by,  and  they  having  not  nbtnined 
grace,  there  will  be  m^ny  lemi'tations  to  backsliding,  with  which 
they  will  cumply.  The  hearts  of  men  are  very  unsleady  ;  they 
are  not  lo  be  trusted.  Men  are  very  »hiirl  winded;  they  can- 
not ti-11  how  lo  have  patience  to  wait  upon  God  ;  they  are  bOOO 
discoura^d.  Some  ihat  are  now  under  cnnviciioiiH,  may  lose 
them.  Perhap!'  tiiey  will  not  leave  oil  seeking  salvation  at 
once  i  but  they  will  rome  to  it  bj  degrees.  Alter  a  while,  they 
will  begin  to  hearken  lo  excii^ef.  noi  lo  be  quite  so  constant  in 
duly;  they  will  begin  to  think  that  ihey  need  not  be  quite  lO 
stnrl;  they  will  ?riy  lo  lliem^eUes,  Ihey  >ce  nolnirl  in  such  and 
9uch  things  ;  ihey  see  not  but  they  may  practi.ne  ihcm  wilhoot 
any  t^rc'it  guilt.  Thus  giving  way  to  tem|ilalioii9,  and  hearkeo- 
ii^  to  eKCii-<e!t,  they  will,  by  degrees,  lo»e  their  convictions,  and 
become  secure  in  sin. 

There  were  some  who  were  guilty  of  baekslidilkg,  (he  last 
time  of  the  revival  of  retitpon  among  us.  While  the  talk  upon 
religious  6ub,ecth  wa*  generally  kept  alive,  they  continued  (» 
seek  ;  but  when  this  began  to  abate,  and  they  law  others  lea* 
zealous  than  ihey  had  been,  and  especially  when  ihey  saw  sMDo 
miscarriages  of  professors,  they  began  to  grow  more  carelca, 
to  seek  less  earnestly. .and  to  plead  the^-e  thinu;*  ««  an  escunc 
And  they    are  left  behind  still  ;  they  are  lo  this  day  in  a  mi>en- 

r.ondemiieil  -tate.  in  danger  of  the  devouring  bra.  and  ot 
cverlaslini;  burning!' ;  in  twice  so  dangernus  a  slate  ns  ihry  were 
in  before  ihey  were  awakened  ;  and  God  only  known  whal  will 
become  of  Ihcm.     And  a>  it  was  then,  so  we  dread  it  will  be  now. 

Some  who  are  now  in  a  natural  condition,  are  donbtleu 
Dear  deaih  ;  they  have  not  long  to  live  in  Ihe  world,  and  if  they 
seek  in  a  dull  way.  or  if,  after  they  have  sought  for  a  while 
they  are  guilty  of  backsliding,  dealh  will  come  Upon  ihem  long 
enough  before  there  will  come  such  another  opporiunily.  When 
they  leave  olf  seeking,  it  will  not  be  without  a  design  of  seeking 
i^in  some  time  or  other ',  but  dealh  will  be  loo  quirk  for  thetn. 
It  is  nol  the  manner  of  dealh  to  wail  upon  men.  while  ihey  take 
time  to  indulge  their  sloth,  and  gratify  iheir  lusts.  When  bit 
appointed  time  comes,  he  will  do  his  work.  Will  you  put  off 
in  hope  of  seeing  another  such  lime  seven  yeara  h«nce  ^     AUis- 
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bow  many  of  those  who  arc  now  in  a  natural  condition  may 
be  in  hell  before  another  seven  years  shall  have  elapsed ! 

Therefore  now  let  every  one  look  to  himself.  It  is  for  your 
own  souls  salvation.  If  you  be  foolish,  and  will  not  hearken  to 
counsel,  will  not  improve  the  opportunity  when  it  is  given  you, 
and  will  not  enter  into  such  an  open  door,  you  alone  must  bear 
it.  If  you  shall  miss  this  opportunity,  and  quench  your  con- 
victions now,  and  there  shall  come  another  time  of  the  outpour- 
ing of  the  spirit,  you  will  be  far  less  likely  to  have  any  profit  by 
it ;  as  we  see  now  God  chiefly  moves  on  the  hearts  of  those  who 
are  very  young,  who  arc  brought  forward  upon  the  stage  of 
action  since  the  last  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  who  were  not  then 
come  to  years  of  so  much  understanding,  and  consequently  not 
so  much  in  the  way  of  the  influence  of  the  Spirit*  As  to  those 
who  were  grown  up,  and  had  convictions  then,  and  quenched 
them,  the  most  of  these  arc  abundantly  more  hardened,  and 
seem  to  be  more  passed  over.  So  it  will  probably  be  with  you 
hereafter,  if  you  miss  this  opportunity,  and  quench  the  convic- 
tions of  the  spirit  which  you  have  now. 

As  to  you  who  had  awakenings  the  last  time  of  the  out- 
pouring of  the  spirit,  and  have  quenched  them,  and  remain  to 
this  day  in  a  natural  condition,  let  me  call  upon  you  also,  now 
that  God  is  giving  you  one  more  such  opportunity.  If  passing 
in  impenitence  through  one  such  opportunity  hath  so  hardened 
youy  and  hath  been  such  a  great  disadvantage  to  you,  how  sad 
will  your  case  be,  if  you  shall  now  miss  another!  Will  you  not 
now  thoroughly  awake  out  of  sleep,  bestir  yourselves  for  your 
salvation,  and  resolve  now  to  begin  again,  and  never  leave  off 
more  ?  Many  fled  for  refuge  from  the  devouring  fire  before, 
and  you  were  left  behind.  Others  have  fled  for  refuge  now, 
and  still  you  are  left  behind ;  and  will  you  always  remain  be- 
hind ?  Consider,  can  you  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  can  you 
dwell  with  everlasting  burnings?  Shall  children,  babes  and 
sucklings,  go  into  the  kingdom  of  God  before  you  ? 

How  will  you  hereafter  bear  to  see  them  coming  and  sitting 
down  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
when  yourselves  are  thrust  out,  and  are  surprised  with  fearful- 
ness  at  the  sight  of  that  devouring  fire,  and  those  everlasting 
burnings,  into  which  you  are  about  to  be  cast  ?  Take  heed  lest 
a  like  threatening  be  fulfilled  upon  you  with  that  which  we  have 
in  Numb*  ziv.  22,  23.  ^'  Because  all  those  men  which  have  seen 
my  glory,  and  my  miracles  which  I  did  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  have  tempted  me  now  these  ten  times,  and  have 
not  hearkened  to  my  voice ;  surely  they  shall  not  see  the  land 
which  I  sware  unto  their  fathers ;  neither  shall  any  of  them  that 
provoked  me  see  it.''  Together  with  ver.  31.  '*6ut  your  little 
ones,  which  ye  said  should  be  a  prey,  them  will  I  bring  in,  and 
they  shall  know  the  land  which  ye  have  despised/' 
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MUIEN    THE     WICKED    SHALL     HAVE    FILLED    VF    THE 

MEASURE  OF  THEIR  SIN9  WRATH   WILL   COKE 

UPON  THEM  TO  THE  UTTERMOST. 

1  Thess.  ii.  16. 

To  Jill  up  their  sifis  alway  ;  for  the  wrath  is  come  upon  ihem  to 

the  uttermostm 

In  verse  14.  the  apostle  commends  theChristiaii  Tbetsa]o- 
nians  that  they  became  the  followers  of  the  charches  of  God 
in  Judea,  both  in  faitb  and  in  sufierines ;  in  faith,  in  that  their 
received  the  word»  not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  it  is  in  troth 
the  word  of  God  :  in  sufferings^  in  that  thej  had  sufiered  like 
things  of  their  own  countrymen,  as  they  had  of  the  Jews. 
Upon  which  the  apostle  sets  forth  the  persecuting,  cruel,  and 

Jerverse  wickedness  of  that  people,  ^^  who  both  killed  the  Lord 
esus  and  their  own  prophets,  and  have,"  says  he,  ^^  persecuted 
us  ;  and  they  please  not  God,  and  are  contrary  to  all  men,  for* 
bidding  us  to  speak  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they  might  be  saved." 
Then  come  in  the  words  of  the  text ;  "  To  fill  up  their  sins 
alway ;  for  the  wrath  is  come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost. 

In  these  words  we  may  observe  two  things  : 
K  To  what  effect  was  the  heinous  wickedness  and  obsti* 
nacy  of  the  Jews,  viz.  to  fill  up  their  sins.  God  litth  set 
bounds  to  every  man's  wickedness ;  he  suffers  men  to  live, 
and  to  go  on  in  sin,  till  they  have  filled  up  their  measure,  and 
then  cuts  them  off.  To  this  effect  was  the  wickedness  and  ob- 
stinacy  of  the  Jews :  they  were  exceedingly  wicked,  and  there- 
by filled   up  the  measure  of  their  sins  a  great  pace.    And 

*  Dated  Miy,  1735s. 
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the  reason  why  they  were  permitted  to  be  so  obstinate  under  the 
preaching  and  miracles  of  Christ,  and  of  the  apostles,  and  under 
all  the  means  used  with  them,  was  that  they  might  fill  up  the 
measure  of  their  sins.  This  is  agreeable  to  what  Christ  said, 
Matt,  xxiii.  31,  32.  "Wherefore  ye  be  witnesses  unto  your- 
selves, that  ye  are  the  children  of  them  which  killed  the  pro- 
phets.    Fill  ye  up  then  the  measure  of  your  fathers.^' 

2.  The  punishment  of  their  wickedness:  "The  wrath  is 
come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost. ^^  There  is  a  connexion 
between  the  measure  of  men^s  sin,  and  the  measure  of  punish* 
ment.  When  they  have  filled  op  the  measure  of  their  sin,  then 
is  filled  up  the  measure  of  God^s  wrath. 

The  degree  of  their  punishment,  is  the  uttermost  degree. 
This  may  respect  both  a  national  and  personal  punishment. 
If  we  take  it  as  a  national  punishment,  a  little  after  the  time 
when  the  epistle  was  written,  wrath  came  upon  the  nation  of 
the  Jews  to  the  uttermost,  in  their  terrible  destruction  by  the 
Romans ;  when,  as  Christ  said,  "  was  great  tribulation,  such 
as  never  was  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  that  time,'* 
Matt.  xxiv.  21.  That  nation  had  before  sufiered  many  of  the 
fruits  of  divine  wrath  for  their  sins ;  but  this  was  beyond  all, 
this  was  their  highest  degree  of  punishment  as  a  nation.  If  we 
take  it  as  a  personal  punishment,  then  it  respects  their  punish- 
ment in  hell.  God  often  punishes  men  very  dreadfully  in  this 
world  ;  but  in  hell  "  wrath  comes  on  them  to  the  uttermost J^'^ 
By  this  expression  is  also  denoted  the  certainty  of  this  punish- 
ment. For  though  the  punishment  was  then  future,  yet  it  is 
spoken  of  as  present:  "  The  wrath  is  come  upon  them  to  the 
uttermost.'^  it  was  as  certain  as  if  it  had  already  taken  place. 
God,  who  knows  all  things,  speaks  of  things  that  are  not  as 
though  they  were ;  for  things  present  and  things  future  arc 
euuaTly  certain  with  him.  It  also  denotes  the  near  approach 
of  it.  The  wrath  is  come  ;  i.  e.  it  is  just  at  hand  ;  it  is  at  the 
door;  as  it  proved  with  respect  to  that  nation;  their  terrible 
destruction  by  the  Romans  was  soon  after  the  apostle  wrote 
this  epistle. 

DocTUUTE.  When  those  thai  continue  in  siu  shall  have 
filled  up  the  measure  of  their  sin,  then  wrath  will  come  upon 
them  to  the  uttermost. 

I.  Prop.  There  is  a  certain  measure  that  God  hath  set  to 
the  sio  of  eveiy  wicked  man.  God  says  concerning  the  sin  of 
man,  as  he  says  to  the  raging  waves  of  the  sea,  Hitherto  shalt 
thou  come,  and  no  further.  The  measure  of  some  is  much 
greater  than  of  others.  Some  reprobates  commit  but  a  little  sin 
in  comparison  with  others,  and  so  are  to  endure  proportionably 
a  smaller  punishment.     Tbore  are  many  vessr^ls  of  wrath  :  hut 
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some  arc  smaller,  and  others  greater  vessels ;  some  will  contaia 
ooniparativcly  but  little  wrath,  others  a  greater  measure  of  it. 
Sometimes,  when  we  sec  men  go  to  dreadful  lengths,  and  be- 
come very  heinously  wicked,  we  are  ready  to  wonder  that  God 
lets  them  alone.  He  sees  them  go  on  in  such  audacious  wicked- 
ness, and  keeps  silence,  nor  does  any  thine  to  interrupt  them,  bat 
they  go  smoothly  on,  and  meet  with  no  hurt.  But  sometimes 
the  reason  why  God  lets  them  alone  is,  because  they  have  not 
filled  up  the  measure  of  their  sins.  When  they  live  in  dread- 
ful wickedness,  they  are  but  filling  up  the  measure  which  God 
hath  limited  for  them.  This  is  sometimes  the  reason  why  God 
suflcrs  very  wicked  men  to  live  so  long ;  because  their  iniquity 
is  not  full :  Gen.  xv.  IG.  ''  The  iniouity  of  the  Amorites  is  not 
yet  full."  For  this  reason  also  God  sometimes  suffers  them  to 
live  in  prosperity.  Their  prosperity  is  a  snare  to  them,  and  an 
occasion  ot  their  sinning  a  great  deal  more.  Wherefore  God 
suffers  them  to  have  such  a  snare,  because  he  suffers  them  to 
till  up  a  larger  measure.  So,  for  this  cause,  he  sometimes  suf- 
fers them  to  live  under  great  light,  and  great  means  and  advan- 
tages, at  the  same  time  to  neglect  and  misimprove  all.  Every 
one  shall  live  till  he  hath  filled  up  his  measure. 

II.  Prop.  While  men  continue  in  sin,  they  are  filling  the 
measure  set  them.  This  is  the  work  in  which  they  spend  their 
whole  lives ;  they  begin  in  their  childhood  ;  and,  if  their  live  to 
grow  old  in  sin,  they  still  go  on  with  this  work.  It  is  the  work 
%?ith  which  every  day  is  filled  up.  They  may  alter  their  busi- 
ness in  other  respects ;  they  may  sometimes  be  about  one  thine, 
and  sometimes  about  another;  but  they  never  change  from  this 
work  of  filling  up  the  measure  of  their  sins.  Wliatever  they 
put  their  hands  to,  they  are  still  employed  in  this  work.  This 
is  the  first  thing  that  they  set  themselves  about  when  they  awake 
in  the  morning,  and  the  last  thing  they  do  at  night.  They  arc 
all  the  while  treasuring  up  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and 
the  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God.  It  is  a  gross 
mistake  of  some  natural  men,  who  think  that  when  they  read 
and  pray,  they  do  not  add  to  their  sins  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
think  they  diminish  their  guilt  by  these  exercises.  They  think, 
that  instead  of  adding  to  their  sins,  they  do  something  to  satisfy 
for  their  past  offences;  but,  instead  of  that,  they  do  bat  add  to 
the  measure  by  their  best  prayers,  and  by  those  services  with 
which  they  themselves  are  most  pleased. 

III.  Prop.  When  once  the  measure  of  their  sins  is  filled 
up,  then  wrath  will  come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost.  God 
will  then  wait  no  longer  upon  them.  Wicked  men  think  that 
God  is  altogether  such  an  one  as  themselves,  because,  when 
they  commit  siirh  wickodnpss.  he  keeps  silence.      "  Because 
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iudgment  against  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  speedily,  there- 
fore the  heart  of  the  children  of  men  is  fully  set  in  them  to  do 
evih'^  But  when  once  they  shall  have  filled  up  the  measure  of 
their  sins,  judgment  will  be  executed  ;  God  will  not  bear  with 
theni  any  longer.  Now  is  the  day  of  grace,  and  the  day  of  pa- 
tience, which  they  spend  in  filling  up  their  sins  ;  but  when  their 
sins  shall  be  full,  then  will  come  the  day  of  wrath,  (he  day  of  the 
fierce  anger  of  God. — God  oilen  executes  his  wrath  on  ungodly 
men,  in  a  less  degree,  in  this  world.  He  sometimes  brings 
afflictions  upon  them,  and  that  in  wrath.  Sometimes  he  ex- 
presses his  wrath  in  very  sore  judgments  ;  sometimes  he  appears 
m  a  terrible  manner,  not  only  outwardly,  but  also  in  the  inward 
expressions  of  it  on  their  consciences.  Some,  before  they  died, 
have  had  the  wrath  of  God  inflicted  on  their  souls  in  degrees 
that  have  been  intolerable.  But  these  things  are  only  forerun- 
ners of  their  punishment,  only  slight  foretastes  of  wrath.  God 
never  stirs  up  all  his  wrath  against  wicked  men  while  in  this 
world ;  but  when  once  wicked  men  shall  have  filled  up  the 
measure  of  their  sins,  then  wrath  will  come  upon  them  to  the 
uttermost ;  and  that  in  the  following  respects  : 

1 .  Wrath  will  come  upon  them  without  any  restraint  or 
moderation  in  the  degree  of  it.  God  doth  always  lay,  as  it 
were,  a  restraint  upon  himself;  he  doth  not  stir  up  his  wrath; 
he  stays  his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  hi^^  east  wind  ;  he  lets  not 
his  arm  light  down  on  wicked  men  with  its  full  weight.  But 
when  sinners  shall  have  filled  up  the  measure  of  their  sins, 
there  will  be  no  caution,  no  restraint.  His  rough  wind  will  not 
be  stayed  nor  moderated.  The  wrath  of  God  will  be  poured 
out  like  fire.  He  will  come  forth,  not  only  in  anger,  but  in  the 
fierceness  of  his  anger ;  he  will  execute  wrath  with  power,  so 
as  to  show  what  his  wrath  is,  and  make  his  power  known. 
There  will  be  nothing  to  alleviate  his  wrath ;  his  heavy  wrath 
will  lie  on  them,  without  any  thing  to  lighten  the  burthen,  or  to 
keep  off,  in  any  measure,  the  full  weight  of  it  from  pressing  the 
soul.  His  eye  will  not  spare,  neither  will  he  regard  the  sinner^s 
cries  and  lamentations,  however  loud  and  bitter.  Then  shall 
wicked  men  know,  that  God  is  the  Lord  ;  they  shall  know  iiow 
great  that  majesty  is  which  they  have  despised,  and  how  dreadful 
that  threatened  wrath  is  which  they  have  so  little  regarded. 
Then  shall  come  on  wicked  men  that  punishment  which  (hey 
deserve.  God  will  exact  of  them  the  uttermost  farthing.  Their 
iniquities  are  marked  before  him ;  they  are  all  written  in  his 
book ;  and.  in  the  future  world,  he  will  reckon  with  them,  and 
they  must  pay  all  the  debt.'  Their  sins  are  laid  up  in  store  with 
God ;  they  are  sealed  up  among  his  treasures ;  and  them  he 
will  recompense,  even  recompense  into  their  bosoms.  The 
consummate  degree  of  punishment  will  not  be  executed  till  the 
day  of  judgment;    but  the  wicked  are  sealed  over  to  this  con* 


r 


fHACTICAL  GERitOKa. 

summate  punishment  immediately  after  death ;  (hey  are  I 
into  hell,  and  there  bound  in  cliaintt  of  darkness  to  Ihejudgni 
of  the  great  day  ;  and  they  know  that  the  highest  dcgrpc  of  pa- 
nishment  is  coming  upon  Ihem.  Final  wrath  will  be  executed 
without  any  mixture;  all  mercy,  all  enjoymeiils  will  be  takca 
away.  God  sometimes  expresses  his  wrath  in  this  world  ;  bat 
here  good  things  and  evil  arc  mixed  together;  in  the  fatore, 
there  will  he  only  evil  things. 

2.  Wrath  will  then  be  executed  without  any  mercijiil 
rircumslanccs.  The  judgments  wliicb  God  executes  on 
ungodly  men  in  this  world,  are  attended  with  many  mercifal 
circumatiinccs.  There  is  much  patience  and  long-tufTering, 
together  with  judgment;  judgments  are  joined  with  contina- 
ancc  of  opportunity  to  seek  mercy.  But  in  hell  there  will  be 
no  more  exercises  of  divine  patience.  The  judgments  which 
God  exercises  on  ungodly  men  in  this  world  are  warnings  (o 
them  to  avoid  greater  punishments;  but  the  wrath  which  will 
come-  upon  them,  when  they  shall  have  hllcd  up  the  measure 
of  their  gin,  will  not  he  of  the  nature  of  warnings.  Indeed 
they  will  be  cirectuallj  awakened,  and  made  thoroughly  sen- 
sible, by  what  they  shall  suffer ;  yet  their  being  awaketied  and 
made  sensible  will  do  ihcm  no  good.  Many  a  wicked  man 
hath  suffered  very  awful  things  from  God  in  (his  world,  which 
have  been  a  means  of  saving  good  ;  but  that  wrath  which 
sinners  shall  HUtTor  after  death  will  be  no  nay  for  their  good. 
God  will  have  no  merciful  design  in  it ;  neither  will  it  be  po5- 
aible  that  they  should  get  any  good  by  that  or  by  anything 
else. 

3.  Wrath  will  so  be  executed,  as  to  perfect  the  work  to 
which  wrath  tends,  viz.  utlerli/  to  tmdo  the  subject  of  it. 
Wrath  is  often  so  executed  in  this  life,  as  greatly  to  dislrvss 
persons,  and  bring  them  into  great  calamity  ;  yet  not  so  ns  to 
complete  the  ruin  of  those  who  suffer  it ;  but  in  another 
world,  it  will  he  so  executed,  as  to  finish  their  dcstractJon, 
and  render  them  utterly  and  perfectly  undone;  it  will  take 
away  all  comfort,  ail  hope,  and  all  support.  The  Bool  will 
be,  as  it  were,  utterly  crushed ;  the  wrath  will  be  wholly 
intolerable.     It  must  sink,  and  will  utterly  sink,  and  will  bare 

:  strength  to   keep  itself  from  sinking,  than  a  worm 
would  have  to  k';e|)  itself  from  being  crushed  under  the  weight 
1  mountiiin.     The  wralh  will  be  so  great,  so  might;  and 
powerful,  as  wholly  to  abolish  all  manner  of  welfare:  Mali, 
xsi.  44.  "  But  on  whomsoever  it  shall  fall,  il  will  grind  bin 
I  to  powder." 

4.  When  persons  shall  have  filled  up  the  measure  of  their 
I  Bin,  that  wralh  will  come  upon  them  which  is  cUmal.  Thou^ 
'  men  may  suiTvr  very  terrible  and  awful  judgments  in  this  worM, 

yet  those  judemeuts  have  an  end.     They  may  he  lonu  continued. 
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yet  they  commonly  admit  of  relief.  Temporal  distresses  and 
sorrows  have  intermissions  and  respite,  and  commonly  by  de- 
grees abate  and  wear  off;  but  the  wrath  that  shall  be  executed, 
when  the  measure  of  sin  shall  have  been  filled  up,  will  have  no 
end.  Thus  it  will  be  to  the.uttermost  as  to  its  duration  ;  it  will 
be  of  so  long  continuance,  that  it  will  be  impossible  it  should  be 
longer.     Nothing  can  be  longer  than  eternity. 

5.  When  persons  shall  have  filled  up  the  measure  of  tlieir 
sin,  then  wrath  will  come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost  of  what 
is  threatened.  Sin  is  an  infinite  evil ;  and  the  punishment 
which  God  hath  threatened  against  it  is  very  dreadful.  The 
threatenings  of  God  against  the  workers  of  iniquity  are  very 
awful ;  but  these  threatenings  are  never  fully  accomplished 
in  this  world.  However  dreadful  things  some  men  may  suffer 
in  this  life,  yet  God  never  fully  executes  his  threatenings 
for  so  much  as  one  sin,  till  they  have  filled  up  the  whole 
measure.  The  threatenings  of  the  law  are  never  answered 
by  any  thing  that  any  man  suffers  here.  The  most  awful 
judgment  in  this  life  doth  not  answer  God's  threatenings,  either 
in  degree,  or  in  circumstances,  or  in  duration.  If  the  greatest 
sufferings  that  ever  are  endured  in  this  life  should  be  eter- 
nal, it  would  not  answer  the  threatening.  Indeed  temporal 
judgments  belong  to  the  threatenings  of  the  law ;  but  these 
are  not  answered  by  them  ;  they  are  but  foretastes  of  the 
punishment.  '^  The  wages  of  sin  is  death.^^  No  expressions 
of  wrath  that  are  suffered  before  men  have  filled  up  the 
measure  of  their  sin,  are  its  full  wages.  But  then,  God  will 
reckon  with  them,  and  will  recompense  into  their  bosoms  the 
full  deserved  sum. 

APPLICATION. 

The  use  I  would  make  of  this  doctrine  is,  of  warning 
to  natural  men,  to  rest  no  longer  in  sin,  and  to  make  haste 
to  flee  from  it.  The  things  which  have  been  said,  under 
this  doctrine,  may  well  be  awakening,  awful  considerations 
to  you.  It  is  awful  to  consider  whose  wrath  it  is  that  abides 
upon  you,  and  of  what  wrath  you  are  in  danger.      It  is  im- 

fiossible  to  express  the  misery  of  a  natural  condition.  It  ift 
ike  being  in  Sodom,  with  a  dreadful  storm  of  fire  and  brimr' 
stone  hanging  over  it,  just  ready  to  break  forth,  and  to  be 
poured  down  upon  it.  The  clouds  of  divine  vengeance  are 
full,  and  just  ready  to  burst.  Here  let  those  who  yet  con- 
tinue in  sin,  in  this  town,  consider  particularly, 

*1.  Under  wrhAt  great  means  and  advantages  you  continue  in 
sin.  God  is  now  favouring  us  with  verv  great  and  extraordina- 
ry means  and  advantages,  in  that  we  have  such  extraordinary 
tokens  of  the  presence  of  God  among  us ;  bis  spirit  is  so  re- 
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inarkably  poured  out,  snd  multitudes  of  all  ages,  &ad  all  eori>. 
»rc  converted  and  brought  home  to  Christ.  God  appean 
among  us  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner,  perhaps,  that  e»cr 
lie  did  in  New  England.  The  children  of  Israel  saw  many 
mighty  works  of  God,  when  he  brought  them  ont  of  Hgypt ;  bat 
we.  at  this  day,  see  works  more  mighty,  and  of  a  more  glorioui 
nature. 

We,  who  live  under  such  Ught,  have  had  loud  calls;  bat 
now,  above  all.  Now  is  a  day  of  salvation.  The  fountain  hatli 
been  set  open  among  us  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  bnth 
stood  open  for  a  considerable  time  :  Vet  you  continue  in  sin, 
and  the  calls  that  you  have  hitherto  had,  have  not  bronght  yoo 
to  be  washed  in  it.  What  extraordinary  advantages  have  J'ou 
lately  enjoyed,  to  slir  you  up!  How  hath  every  tiling  in  the 
town,  of  late,  been  of  that  tendency !  Those  things  which  ti»cd 
to  be  the  greatest  hindcrances,  have  been  removed.  Yoti  have 
not  the  ill  examples  of  immoral  persons  to  be  a  temptation  lo 
you.  There  is  not  now  that  vain  worldly  talk,  and  ill  company, 
to  divert  you.  and  to  be  a  hindcrance  to  you,  which  there  used  to 
be.  Now  you  have  multitudes  of  good  examples  set  before 
you  ;  there  are  many  now  all  around  yon,  who,  instead  of  di- 
verting and  hindering  you,  are  earnestly  desirous  of  your  salva* 
tion,  and  willing  lo  do  all  that  they  can  to  move  you  to  flee  to 
Chrisl :  the}  have  a  thirsting  desire  for  it.  The  chief  talk  in  (he 
town  has  of  late  been  about  tbc  things  of  religion,  and  hu 
been  such  as  hnlh  tended  to  promote,  and  not  to  hindefi  yoar 
souls'  good.  Every  thing  all  around  you  hath  tended  to  lUr 
you  up  ;  and  will  you  yet  continue  in  sin ''. 

Some  of  you  have  continued  in  sin  tUl  you  are  Jar  ad- 
vanced in  life.  You  were  warned  when  you  were  children; 
and  some  of  you  had  awakenings  then  ;  however,  the  time 
went  away.  You  became  men  and  women;  and  then  you 
were  stirred  up  again,  you  had  the  strivings  of  God's  Spirit; 
and  some  of  you  have  fixed  the  times  when  you  would 
make  thorough  work  of  !>eeking  salvation.  Some  of  yoir  per- 
haps determined  to  do  it  when  you  should  be  married  and 
settled  in  the  world  ;   others  when  you   should  have  fmistml 

,  such  a  business,  and  when  your  circumstances  should   be  so 

band  so  altered.     Now  these  times  have  come,  and  arc  past : 

I  yet  you  continue  in  sin. 

y         Many  of  yon  have  had  remarkable  warnings  of  Prori- 
dence.     Some  of  you  have  been  warned  by  the  deaths  of  neai 
etaliom  ;  jou  have  stood  by,  and  seen  others  die  and  go  ia| 
eternity  ;  yet  this  hath  not  been  elTectuBl.     Some  of  ytm  |   " 
been  near  death  i/mtratlvcs,  have  been  brought  nigb  the  1^ 
in  aore  sickness,  and  were  rull  of  your  promises  liow  yoo  « 
behave  yourselves,  if  it  should  please  God  to  snare  yoarl 
Sotne  of  you  have  very  narrowly  escaped  death  by  daoj 
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accidents  ;   but  God  was  pleased  lo  spare  you,  to  give  you  a 
further  space  to  repent;  yet  you  continue  in  sin. 

Some  of  you  baye  seen  times  of  remarkable  out-pourings 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  this  town  in  times  past;  but  it  bad 
no  good  effect  on  you.  You  had  the  strivings  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  too,  as  well  as  others.  God  did  not  pass  so  by  your 
door,  but  that  he  came  and  knocked ;  yet  you  stood  it  out. 
Now  God  hath  come  again  in  a  more  remarkable  manner  than 
ever  before,  and  hath  been  pouring  out  his  Spirit  for  some 
months,  in  its  most  gracious  influence  :  yet  you  remain  in  sin 
until  now.  In  the  beginning  of  this  awakening,  you  were 
warned  to  flee  from  wrath,  and  to  forsake  your  sins.  You 
were  told  what  a  wide  door  there  was  open,  what  an  accepted 
time  it  was,  and  were  urged  to  press  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
And  many  did  press  in ;  they  forsook  their  sins,  and  believed 
in  Christ;  but  you^  when  you  had  seen  it^  repented  not^  that 
you  might  believe  him. 

Then  you  were  warned  again,  and  still  others  liave  been 
pressing  and  thronging  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  Many  have 
fled  for  refuge  and  have  laid  hold  on  Christ :  yet  you  continue 
in  sin  and  unbelief.  You  have  seen  multitudes  of  all  sorts,  of 
all  ages,  young  and  old,  flocking  to  Christ,  and  many  of  about 
your  age  and  your  circumstances ;  but  you  still  arc  in  the 
same  miserable  condition  in  which  you  used  to  be.  You  have 
seen  persons  daily  flocking  to  Christ,  as  doves  to  their  windows. 
God  hath  not  only  poured  out  his  Spirit  on  this  town,  but  also  on 
other  towns  around  us,  and  they  are  flocking  in  there  as  well  as 
here.  This  blessing  spreads  further  and  further;  many,  far 
and  near,  seem  to  be  setting  their  faces  Zion-ward :  yet  you 
who  live  here,  where  this  work  first  began,  continue  behind 
still ;  you  have  no  lot  nor  portion  in  this  matter. 

2.  How  dreadful  the  wrath  of  God  is,  when  it  is  executed 
to  the  uttermost.  To  make  you  in  some  measure  sensible  of  that. 
I  desire  you  to  consider  whose  wrath  it  is.  The  wrath  of  a  king 
is  the  roaring  of  a  lion;  but  this  is  the  wrath  of  Jehovah,  the 
Lord  God  Omnipotent.  Let  us  consider,  what  can  we  ration- 
ally think  of  it?  Flow  dreadful  must  be  the  wrath  of  such  a 
Being,  when  it  comes  upon  a  person  to  the  uttermost,  without 
any  pity,  or  moderation,  or  merciful  circumstances  !  What  must 
be  the  uttermost  of  his  wrath,  who  made  heaven  and  earth  by 
the  word  of  his  power ;  who  spake,  and  it  was  done,  who  com- 
manded, and  it  stood  fast!  What  must  his  wrath  be,  who  com- 
mandeth  the  sun,  and  it  rises  not,  and  sealeth  up  the  stars ! 
What  must  his  wrath  be,  who  shaketh  the  earth  out  of  its 
place.  And  causeth  the  pillars  of  heaven  to  tremble  !  What  must 
his  wrath  be,  who  rebuketh  the  sea,  and  maketh  it  dry,  who 
removeth  the  mountains  out  of  their  places,  and  overtumeth 
them  in  his  anger  ?    What  must  his  wra<h  be.  whose  majesty  i« 
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30  awiul,  that  no  man  could  live  in  the  sight  of  it!   What  mast 

the  wrath  of  such  a  Being  be,  when  it  comes  to  the  uttermost, 

when  he  makes  his   majesty  appear  and  shine  bright  in   the 

misery  of  wicked  men  !  And  what  is  a  worm  of  the  dust  before 

the  fury  and  under  the  weight  of  this  wrath,  which  the  stoutest 

devils  cannot  bear,  but  utterly  sink,  and  are  crushed  under  it. 

Consider  how  dreadful  the  wrath  of  God  is  sometimes  in  this 

world,  only  in  a  little  taste  or  view  of  it.     Sometimes,  when 

God   only  enlightens  conscience^  to   have  some  sense  of  his 

wrath,  it  causes  the  stout-hearted  to  cry  out ;  nature  is  ready  to 

sink  under  it,  when  indeed  it  is  but  a  little  glimpse  of  divine 

wrath  that  is  seen.     This  hath   been  observed  in  many  cases. 

But  if  a  slight  taste  and  apprehension  of  wrath  be  so  dreadful 

and  intolerable,  what  must  it  be  when  it  comes  upon  persons 

to  the  uttermost!    When  a  few  drops  or  a  little  sprinkling  of 

wrath   is    so    distressing    and    overbearing  to  the  soul,   how 

must  it  be  when  God  opens  the  flood-gates,  and  let^  the  mighty 

deluge  of  his  wrath  come  pouring  down  upon  men's  guilty 

heads,  and   brings   in    all   his  waves   and  billows  upon  their 

souls  !  How  little  of  God^s  wrath  will  sink  them  !  Psalm  ii.  12. 

^'  When    his    wrath    is   kindled   but  a   little,  blessed  are  all 

they  that  put  their  trust  in  him." 

3.  Consider,  you  know  not  what  wrath  God  may  be  about 
to  execute  upon  wicked  men  in  this  world.  Wrath  may,  in 
some  sense,  be  coming  upon  them,  in  the  present  life,  to  the 
uttermost,  for  ought  we  know.  When  it  is  said  of  the  Jews, 
"  the  wrath  is  come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost,'^  respect  is 
had,  not  only  to  the  execution  of  divine  wrath  on  that  people 
in  hell,  but  that  terrible  destruction  of  Judea  and  Jerusalem, 
which  was  then  near  approaching,  by  the  Romans.  We  know 
not  but  (he  wrath  is  now  coming,  in  some  peculiarly  awful 
manner,  on  the  wicked  world.  God  seems,  by  the  things 
which  he  is  doing  among  us,  to  be  coming  forth  for  some  great 
thing.  The  work  which  hath  been  lately  wrought  among  us  is 
no  ordinary  thing.  He  doth  not  work  in  his  usuai  way, 
but  in  a  way  very  extraordinary ;  and  it  is  probable  that  it 
is  a  forerunner  of  some  very  great  revolution.  We  must  not 
pretend  to  say  what  is  in  the  womb  of  Providence,  or  what  is 
in  the  book  of  God's  secret  decrees  :  yet  we  may  and  ought  to 
discern  the  signs  of  these  times. 

Though  God  be  now  about  to  do  glorious  things  for  his 
church  and  people,  yet  it  is  probable  that  they  will  be  ac- 
companied with  dreadful  things  to  his  enemies.  It  is  the 
manner  of  God,  when  he  brings  about  any  glorious  revolution 
for  his  people,  at  the  same  time  to  execute  very  awful  judgmcats 
on  his  enemies :  Dent,  xxxii.  43.  "  Rejoice,  O  ye  nations, 
with  his  peoples ;  for  he  will  avenge  the  blood  of  bis  servants, 
ind  will  ronrlrr  vonoreance  to  his  adversaries,  and  will  he  mer- 
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ciful  unto  his  land,  and  to  his  people.'^  Isa.  iii.  10,  11.  ''Say 
ye  to  the  righteous,  it  shall  be  well  with  him :  for  they  shall 
eat  the  fruit  of  their  doings.  Wo  unto  the  wicked,  it  shall  be 
ill  with  him  :  for  the  reward  of  his  hands  shal]  be  given  him.*' 
Isa.  Ixv.  13,  14.  '^  Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Behold, 
my  servants  shall  eat,  but  ye  shall  be  hungry :  behold,  my  ser- 
vants shall  drink,  but  ye  shall  be  thirsty  :  behold,  my  servants 
shall  rejoice,  but  ye  shall  be  aAamed :  behold  my  servants  shall 
sing  for  joy  of  heart,  but  ye  shall  ciy  for  sorrow  of  heart,  and 
shall  howl  for  vexation  of  spirit.'^  We  find  in  scripture,  that 
where  glorious  times  are  prophesied  to  God^s  people,  there  are 
at  the  same  time  awful  judgments  foretold  to  his  enemies. 
What  God  is  now  about  to  do,  we  know  not :  but  this  we  may 
know,  that  there  will  be  no  safety  to  any  but  those  who  are  in 
the  ark. — Therefore  it  behoves  all  to  haste  and  flee  for  their 
lives,  to  get  into  a  safe  condition,  to  get  into  Christ ;  then  they 
need  not  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  the  mountains 
carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea ;  though  the  waters  thereof  roar 
and  be  troubled ;  though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling 
thereof:  for  God  will  be  their  refuge  and  strength  ;  they 
need  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings  ;  their  hearts  may  be  fixed, 
trusting  in  the  Lord. 


^• 
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SERMON  XIII.^ 


TUK  END  OF  THE  WICKED  CONTESfPLATED  BY  THE  RIGHT- 
EOUS ;  OR  THE  TORMENTS  OF  THE  WICKED  IN  HEIX 
NO    OCCASION    OF  GRIEF   TO  THE  SAINTS  IN   HJBAVEN. 

Rev.  xviii.  20. 

Rejoice  over  lier^  thou  heaven^  and  ye  holy  apostlts  and  prophets. 

for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  Aer. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In  this  chapter  we  have  a  very  particular  account  of  the 
fall  of  Babylon,  or  the  anti-christian  church,  and  of  the  ven- 
geance of  God  executed  upon  her.  Here  it  is  proclaimed  that 
Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  and  become  the  habitation  of  devils, 
and  the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  and  a  cage  of  every  unclean 
and  hateful  bird ;  that  her  sins  had  reached  unto  heaven,  and 
that  God  had  remembered  her  iniquity ;  that  God  gave  com- 
mandment to  reward  her,  as  she  had  rewarded  others,  to  double 
unto  her  double  according  to  her  works ;  in  the  cup  she  had 
filled,  to  fill  to  her  double,  and  how  much  she  had  gloritied 
herself,  and  lived  deliciously,  so  much  torment  and  sorrow  to 
give  her.  And  it  is  declared,  that  these  plagues  are  come  upon 
her  in  one  day,  death,  mourning,  and  famine;  and  that  she 
should  be  utterly  burnt  with  tire ;  because  strong  is  the  Lord 
zvho  judgcth  her. 

These  things  have  respect  partly  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
anti-christian  church  in  this  world,  and  partly  to  the  vengeance 
of  God  upon  her  in  the  world  to  come.  There  is  no  necessity 
to  suppose,  that  such  extreme  torments  as  are  here  mentioned 
will  ever  be  executed  upon  Papists,  or  upon  the  anti-christian 
<  hurch  in  this  world.     There  will  indeed  be  a  dreadful  and 

■  'Yho  •iub«tance  of  two  postliumou*  (.liscourses,  dated  March,  1773. 
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visible  overthrow  q(  that  idolatrous  church  in  this  world.  But 
we  are  not  to  understand  the  plagues  here  mentioned  as  exclu- 
sive of  the  vengeance  which  God  will  execute  on  the  wicked 
upholders  and  promoters  of  anti-christianism,  and  on  the  cruel 
auti-christian  persecutors,  in  another  world. 

This  is  evident  by  ver.  3.  of  the  next  chapter,  where,  with 
reference  to  the  same  destruction  of  antichrist  which  is  spoken 
of  in  this  chapter,  it  is  said,  ''  her  smoke  rose  up  for  ever 
and  ever;''  in  which  words  the  eternal  punishment  of  anti« 
Christ  is  evidently  spoken  of.  Antichrist  is  here  represented  as 
being  cast  into  hell,  and  there  remaining  for  ever  after ;  he 
hath  no  place  any  where  else  but  in  hell.  This  is  evident  by 
ver.  20.  of  the  next  chapter,  where,  concerning  the  destruction 
of  antichrist,  it  is  said,  ^^  And  the  beast  was  taken,  and  with  him 
the  false  prophet  that  wrought  miracles  before  him,  with  which 
he  deceived  them  that  received  the  fnark  of  the  beast,  and 
them  that  worshipped  bis  image.  These  both  were  cast  alive 
into  a  lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimstone.'^ 

Not  but  that  the  wicked  anti-christians  have  in  all  ages  gone 
to  hell  as  they  died,  and  not  merely  at  the  fall  of  antichrist ; 
but  then  the  wrath  of  God  against  antichrist,  of  which  damna- 
tion is  the  fruit,  will  be  made  eminently  visible  here  on  earth, 
by  many  remarkable  tokens.  Then  antichrist  will  be  confined 
to  hell,  and  will  have  no  more  place  here  on  earth ;  much  after 
the  same  manner  as  the  devil  is  said  at  the  beginning  of  Christ's 
thousand  years  reign  on  earth,  to  be  cast  into  the  bottomless 
pit,  as  you  may  see  in  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  chapter. 
Not  but  that  he  bad  his  place  in  the  bottomless  pit  before ;  he 
was  cast  down  to  hell  when  he  fell  at  first :  2  Pet.  ii.  4.  Cast 
them  down  to  hell,  and  deliver  them  into  chains  of  darkness. 
But  now,  when  he  shall  be  suflTered  to  deceive  the  nations  no 
more,  his  kingdom  will  be  confined  to  hell. 

In  this  text  is  contained  part  of  what  John  heard  uttered 
upon  this  occasion  ;  and  in  these  words  we  may  observe, 

1.  To  whom  this  voice  is  directed,  viz.  to  the  holy  prophets 
and  apostles^  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly 
world.  When  God  shall  pour  out  his  wrath  upon  the  anti- 
christian  church,  it  will  be  seen,  and  taken  notice  of  by  all  the 
inhabitants  of  heaven,  even  by  holy  prophets  and  apostles. 
Neither  will  they  see  as  unconcerned  spectators. 

2.  What  they  are  called  upon  by  the  voice  to  do,  viz.  to 
rejoice  over  Babylon  now  destroyed,  and  lying  under  the  wrath 
of  God.  They  are  not  directed  to  rejoice  over  her  in  prospe- 
rity but  in  flames,  and  beholding  the  smoke  of  her  burning  as- 
cending up  for  ever  and  ever. 

3.  A  reason  given :  For  God  hath  avenged  you  on  hsr  ; 
i.  e.  God  hath  executed  just  vengeance  upon  her,  for  shedding 
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your  blood,  and  cruelly  persecuting  you.  For  thus  the  matter 
IS  represented,  that  antichrist  had  been  guilty  of  shedding  the 
blood  of  the  holy  prophets  and  apostles,  as  in  chap.  xvi.  6. 
For  they  have  shed  the  blood  of  saints  and  of  prophets •  And  in 
ver.  24.  of  this  context,  In  her  was  found  the  blood  of  pro- 
phets and  of  saints^  and  of  all  them  that  were  slain  on  the  eartkm 
Not  that  antichrist  had  literally  shed  the  blood  of  the  prophets 
and  apostles ;  but  he  had  shed  the  blood  of  those  who  were 
their  followers,  who  were  of  the  same  spirit,  and  of  the  same 
church,  and  same  mystical  body*  The  prophets  and  apostles 
in  heaven  are  nearly  related  and  united  to  the  saints  on  earth  ; 
they  live,  as  it  were,  in  true  Christians  in  all  ages.  So  that  by 
slaying  these,  persecutors  show  that  they  would  slay  the  pro- 
phets and  apostles,  if  they  could ;  and  they  indeed  do  it  as 
much  as  in  them  lies 

On  the  same  account.  Christ  says  of  the  Jews  in  his  time, 
Luke  \i.  50.  ^^  That  the  blocjd  of  all  the  prophets,  which  was 
shed  from  the  foundatio!)  of  the  world,  may  be  required  of  this 
generation ;  froin  the  blood  of  Abel,  unto  the  blood  of  Zacha- 
rias,  which  peri^^hed  betweeii  the  altar  and  the  temple:  verily  I 
say  unto  you,  it  shall  be  required  of  this  generation.*'  So 
Christ  him^^elf  is  said  to  have  been  crucified  in  the  anti-christian 
church,  chap.  xi.  8.  '^  And  their  dead  bodies  shall  lie  in  the  street 
of  the  great  city,  which  spiritually  is  called  Sodom  and  Egypt, 
where  also  our  Lord  was  crucified/^  So  all  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven,  all  the  saints  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  the 
angels  also,  are  called  upon  to  rejoice  over  Babylon,  because  of 
God's  vengeance  upon  her,  wherein  he  avenges  them  ;  they  all 
of  them  had  in  elFect  been  injured  and  persecuted  by  antichrist. 
Indeed  they  are  not  called  upon  to  rejoice  in  having  their  re- 
venge glutted,  but  in  seeing  justice  executed,  and  in  seeing  ihr. 
love  and  tenderness  of  God  towards  them,  manifested  in  his 
severity  towards  their  enemies. 


SECT.  I. 

tVhen  the  aufnin  in  glort/  shall  see  the  roruth  uf  God  exeuUcd  on, 
nngodlf/  mcn^  it  7inll  he  no  occasion  of  grief  to  fhcrn^  hut  of 
rejoicing  • 

It  is  not  only  the  sight  of  God's  wrath  executed  on  thost* 
wicked  men  who  are  of  the  anti-christian  church,  which  will  b*: 
occasion  of  rejoicini^  to  the  saints  in  glory  ;  but  also  the  siglit 
of  the  destruction  of  all  God's  enemies :  whether  they  have 
been  the  followers  of  antichrist  or  not.  that  alters  not  the  case, 
if  they  have  been  the  enemies  of  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ. 
AH  wicked  men  will  at  last  be  destroyed  together,  as  being 
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united  in  the  same  cause  and  interest,  as  being  all  of  Satan ^s 
army.  They  will  all  stand  together  at  the  day  of  judgment^ 
as  being  all  of  the  same  company. 

And  if  we  understand  the  text  to  have  respect  only  to  a 
temporal  execution  of  God^s  wrath  on  his  enemies ;  that  will 
not  alter  the  case.  The  thing  they  are  called  upon  to  rejoice 
at,  is  the  execution  of  GodV  wrath  upon  his  and  their  enemies. 
And  if  it  be  matter  of  rejoicing  to  them  to  see  justice  executed 
in  part  upon  them,  or  to  see  the  beginning  of  the  execution  of 
it  in  this  world;  for  the  same  reason  will  they  rejoice  with 
greater  joy,  in  beholding  it  fully  executed.  For  the  thing  here 
mentioned  as  the  foundation  of  their  joy,  is  the  execution  of 
just  vengeance :  Rejoice^  for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her. 

Prop.   1-  The  glorified  saints  will  see  the  wrath  of  God 
executed  upon  unti;odly  men.     This  the  scriptures  plainly  teach 
us,  that  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  in  the  other  world  see 
each  other^s  state.     Thus  the  rich  man  in  hell,  and  Lazarus 
and  Abraham  in  heaven,  are  represented  as  seeing  each  other^s 
opposite  states,  in  the   16th  chap,  of  Luke.     The  wicked  in 
their  misery  will  see  the  saints  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  Luke 
xiii.  28.  29.    ^^  There  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth, 
when  ye  shall  see  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the 
prophets  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  andjou  yourselves  thrust  out." 
So  the  saints  in  glory  will  see  the  misery  of  the  wicked 
under  the  wrath  of  God.  Isa.   Ixvi.  24.  ^'  And  they  shall  go 
forth  and  look  on  the  carcases  of  the  men  that  have  transgressed 
against  me :  for  their  worm  shall  not  die,  neither  shall  their  fire 
be  quenched.''  And,  Rev.  xiv.  9.  10.  *"  If  any  man  worship  the 
beast  and  his  image,  and  receive  his  mark  in  his  forehead,  or  in 
his  hand,  the  same  shall  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
which  is  poured  out  without  mixture,  into  the  cup  of  his  indigna- 
tion ;  and  he  shall  be  tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone,  in  the 
presence  of  the  holy  angels,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb.'' 
The  saints  are  not  here  mentioned,  being  included  in  Christ, 
as  his  members.     The  church  is  the  fulness  of  Christ,  and  is 
called  Christ,  1  Cor.  xii.  12.     So  in  the  19th  chapter,  ver.  2,  3. 
the  smoke  of  Babylon's  torment  is  reprc^^ented  as  rising  up  for 
ever  and  ever,  in  the  sight  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants. 

At  the  day  of  jtidgment.  the  saints  in  glory  at  Christ's 
right  hand,  will  see  the  wicked  at  the  left  hand  in  their  amaze- 
ment and  horror ;  will  hear  the  Judge  pronounce  sentence 
upon  them,  saving,  "  Depart,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels ;''  and  will  see  them  go 
away  into  everlasting  punishment.  But  the  scripture  seems 
to  hold,  forth  to  us,  that  the  saints  will  not  only  see  the  misery 
of  the  wicked  at  the  day  of  judgment,  but  the  fore-men- 
tioned texts  imply,  that  the  state  of  the  damned  in  hell 
will  be  in  the  view  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants ;  that  the  two 
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worlds  of  happiness  and  misery  will  be  in  view  of  each  other. 
Though  we  know  not  by  what  means,  nor  after  what  manner  it 
will  be;  yet  the  scriptures  certainly  lead  us  to  think,  that  they 
will  some  way  or  other  have  a  direct  and  immediate  apprehen- 
sion of  each  other's  state.  The  saints  in  ^lory  will  see  how 
the  damned  are  tormented  ;  they  will  see  God's  threatenings 
fulfilled,  and  his  wrath  executed  upon  them. 

Prop.  II.  When  they  shall  see  it,  it  will  be  no  occasion  of 
gfief  to  them.  The  miseries  of  the  damned  in  hell  will  be 
inconceivably  great.  When  they  shall  come  to  hear  the  wrath 
of  the  Almighty  poured  out  upon  them  without  mixture,  and 
executed  upon  them  without  pity  or  restraint,  or  any  mitiga- 
tion ;  it  will  doubtless  cause  anguish,  and  horror,  and  amaze- 
ment vastly  beyond  all  the  sufferings  and  torments,  that  ever 
any  man  endured  in  this  world ;  yea,  beyond  all  extent  of  oar 
words  or  thoughts.  For  God  in  executing  wrath  upon  ungodly 
men  will  act  like  an  Almighty  God.  The  scripture  calls  this 
wrath,  God's  fury^  and  the  fierceness  of  his  wrath  ^  and  wc 
are  told  that  this  is  to  show  God^s  wrath,  and  to  make  his 
power  known ;  or  to  make  known  how  dreadful  his  wrath  is, 
and  how  great  his  power. 

The  saints  in  glory  will  see  this,  and  be  far  more  sensible 
of  it  than  now  we  can  possibly  be.  They  will  be  far  more 
sensible  how  dreadful  the  wrath  of  God  is,  and  will  better  un- 
derstand how  terrible  the  suiTerings  of  the  damned  are ;  yet 
this  will  be  no  occasion  of  grief  to  them.  They  will  not  be 
sorry  for  the  danmed  ;  it  will  cause  no  uneasiness  or  dissatis- 
faction to  them ;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  they  have  this 
sight,  it  will  excite  them  to  joyful  praises. — These  two  thii^ 
are  evidences  of  it : 

1.  That  the  seeing  of  the  wroth  of  God  executed  upon 
the  damned,  should  cause  grief  in  the  saints  in  glor>',  is  incon- 
sistent with  that  state  of  perfect  happiness  in  which  they  arc. 
There  can  no  such  thing  as  grief  enter,  to  be  an  allay  to  (ho 
happiness  and  joy  of  that  world  of  blessedness.  Grief  \s  an 
utter  stranger  in  that  world.  God  hath  promised  that  he  will 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  shall  be  no 
more  sorrow.  Rev.  xxi.  4.  and  chap.  vii.  17. 

2.  The  saints  in  heaven  possess  all  things  as  their  own. 
and  therefore  all  things  contribute  to  their  joy  and  happiness. 
The  'scriptures  teach  that  the  saints  in  glory  inherit  all  things. 
This  God  said  in  J()hri\  hearing,  when  ho  had  the  vision  of 
the  New  JerM«;alcm;  Rev.  xxi.  7-  And  the  scriptures  teach 
us  to  tjndersta  »d  thi-;  al)^ohitcly  of  all  the  works  of  creation 
and  !>rovidcnce.  >  Cor.  iii.  21,  «22.  *'  All  things  are  yours,  whe- 
ther Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death, 
or  things  present,  or  things  to  come  ;  all  are  yours.''  Here  the 
apostle  teaches,  that  all  thinirs  in  the  worid  to  come,  or  in  the 
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future  and  eternal  world,  are  the  saints^;  not  only  life  but 
death;  men  and  angels,  and  devils,  heaven  and  hell,  arc 
theirs,  to  contribute  to  their  joy  and  happiness.  Therefore 
the  damned  and  their  misery,  their  sufTerings  and  the  wrath  of 
God  poured  out  upon  them,  will  be  an  occasion  of  joy  to 
them.  If  there  were  any  thing  whatsoever  that  did  not  contri- 
bute to  their  joy,  but  caused  grief,  then  there  would  be  some- 
thing which  would  not  be  theirs. 

That  the  torments  of  the  damned  are  no  matter  of  grief, 
but  of  joy  to  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  is  very  clearly  ex- 
pressed in  several  passages  of  this  book  of  Revelation  ;  parti- 
cularly by  chap.  xvi.  5 — 7.  and  chap.  xix.  at  the  beginning. 


SECT.  II. 

tFhy  the  si^erings  of  the  wicked  zoill  not   be  cause  of  grief  id 

the  righteous^  hmi  the  contrary, 

1.  Negatively  ;  it  will  not  be  because  the  saints  in  heaven 
are  the  subjects  of  any  ill  disposition ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
this  rejoicing  of  theirs  will  be  the  fruit  of  an  amiable  and  ex- 
cellent disposition  ;  it  will  be  the  fruit  of  a  perfect  holiness  and 
conformity  to  Christ,  the  holy  lamb  of  God.  The  devil  delights 
in  the  misery  of  men  from  cruelty,  and  from  envy  and  revenge, 
and  because  he  delights  in  misery,  for  its  own  sake,  from  a  ma- 
licious disposition. 

But  it  will  be  from  exceedingly  different  principles,  and 
for  quite  other  reasons,  that  the  just  damnation  of  the  wicked 
will  be  an  occasion  of  rejoicing  to  the  saints  in  glory.  It  will 
not  be  because  they  delight  in  seeing  the  misery  of  others  abso- 
lutely considered.  The  damned  sunering  divine  vengeance  will 
be  no  occasion  of  joy  to  the  saints  merely  as  it  is  the  misery  of 
others,  or  because  it  is  pleasant  to»them  to  behold  the  misery 
of  others  merely  for  its  own  sake.  The  rejoicing  of  the  saints 
on  this  occasion  is  no  argument,  that  they  are  not  of  a  rtiost 
amiable  and  excellent  spirit,  or  that  there  is  any  defect  on  that 
account,  that  there  is  any  thing  wanting,  which  would  render 
them  of  a  more  amiable  disposition*  It  is  no  argument  that 
they  have  not  a  spirit  of  goodness  and  love  reigning  in  them  in 
absolute  perfection,  or  that  herein  they  do  not  excel  the  great- 
est instances  of  it  on  earth,  as  much  as  the  stars  are  higher  than 
the  earth,  or  the  sun  brighter  than  a  glow-worm. 

And  whereas  th^  heavenly  inhabitants  are  in  the  text  call- 
ed upon  to  rejoice  over  Babylon,  because  God  bad  avenged 
them  on  her ;  it  is  not  to  be  understood,  that  they  are  to  re- 
joice in  having  their  revenge  glutted,  but  to  rejoice  in  seeing 
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the  justice  ol"  God  executed,  and  in  seemg  liia  love  to  tbem  in 
executing  it  on  his  enemies. 

2.  Positively  ;  the  sulTeriiigs  of  the  damned  will  be  no  occs- 
aion  of  grief  to  the  heavenly  inhubilniits,  as  lliej  will  bave  •» 
love  norpiiy  to  the  damned,  as  eiich.  It  will  be  no  urgument  of 
want  of  a  Bpirit  of  love  in  them,  that  they  do  not  love  llic 
damned;  for  the  heavenly  inhabilatits  will  know  that  it  is  not 
fit  that  they  should  love  them,  because  they  will  know  then, 
that  God  has  no  love  to  them,  nor  pity  for  tbem  :  but  that  they  are 
the  objects  of  God's  eternal  hatred.  And  Ihey  will  then  be 
perfectly  conformed  lo  God  in  their  wills  and  ii^ections.  Tbey 
will  love  what  God  loves,  and  that  only.  However  the  saints 
in  heaven  may  have  loved  the  damned  while  here,  especbQy 
those  of  them  who  were  near  and  dear  to  them  in  this  world. 
they  will  have  no  love  to  them  hereafter. 

It  will  be  an  occasion  of  Iheir  rejoicing,  as  tbr  gtory  if 
Go(2  will  appear  in  it.  The  glory  of  God  appears  in  all  hit 
works  ;  and  therefore  there  is  no  work  of  God  which  (he  saints 
in  glory  shall  behold  and  contemplate,  but  what  will  be  an  occa- 
sion of  rejoicing  lo  them.  God  glorifies  himself  in  the  eternal 
damnation  of  ungodly  men.  God  glorifies  himself  in  all  (hat 
he  doth ;  but  he  glorilies  himself  principally  in  his  eternal  dispo* 
sal  of  his  intelligent  creatures,  some  are  appointed  to  everlast- 
ing life,  nnd  others  lel\  to  everlasting  death. 

The  saints  in  heaven  will  he  perfect  in  (heir  lore  (o  God ; 
their  hearts  will  be  all  a  flame  of  love  to  God,  and  iherefbre 
Ihey  will  greatly  value  the  glory  of  God,  and  will  csceediogly 
delight  in  seeing  him  glorified.  The  saints  highly  value  the 
glory  of  God  here  in  this,  but  bow  much  more  will  they  ao  do 
in  the  world  to  come.  They  will  therefore  greatly  rejoice  is 
all  that  contributes  to  that  glory.  The  glory  of  God  will  in 
their  esteem  be  of  greater  conse:juence,  than  tlie  WcJiiirc  of 
thousands  and  millions  of  souls. — Particularly, 

(I.)  They  will  rejoice  jn  seeing  the  jw«(i"c«  of  God  elori&ed 
in  the  EuOei-inge  of  the  damned.  The  misery  of  the  oiinned, 
dreadful  as  it  is,  is  but  what  justice  r^qmrta.  They  in  heaven 
will  sec  and  know  it  much  more  clearly,  than  any  ofun  do  bcrc, 
they  will  see  how  perfectly  ju't  and  righteous  Ihcir  punish- 
ment is,  and  therefore  how  properly  inflicted  by  the  eaprciDe 
Governer  of  the  world.  Thej  will  greatly  rejoice  lo  see  juftliu 
take  place,  to  see  ihal  all  the  sin  and  wickednew  that  have 
been  committed  in  the  world,  is  remembered  of  God,  and 
has  its  due  punishment.  The  sight  of  this  stncl  and  immutatile 
justice  of  God  will  render  him  amiable  and  adorahl«  in  their 
eyes.  They  will  rejoice  when  they  see  him  wbo  is  thflir  Fa- 
ther and  eternal  portion,  so  glorious  in  his  Justice. 

Then  ihR-e  will  be  no  remaining  mfficulties  about  Um 
.lustice  of  God,   about   the  absolute  decrees  of  God.   or  anv 
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thing  pertaining  to  the  dispensations  of  God  towards  men. 
But  divine  justice  in  the  destruction  of  the  wicked  will  then 
appear  as  light  without  darkness,  and  will  shine  as  the  sun 
without  clouds,  and  on  this  account  will  they  sing  joyful  songs 
of  praise  to  God,  as  we  see  the  saints  and  angels  do,  when 
God  pours  the  vials  of  his  wrath  upon  antichrist;  Rev.  xvi. 
5 — 7.  They  sing  joyfully  to  God  on  this  account,  that  true 
and  righteous  are  his  judgments;  Rev.  xix.  1 — 6.  They  see- 
ing God  so  strictly  just,  will  make  them  value  his  love  the 
more.  Mercy  and  grace  are  more  valuable  on  this  account. 
The  more  they  shall  see  of  the  justice  of  God,  the  more  will 
they  prize  and  rejoice  in  his  love. 

(2.)  They  will  rejoice  in  it,  as  it  will  be  a  glorious  mani- 
festation of  the  power  and  majesty  of  God.  God  will  show  his 
own  greatness  in  executing  vengeance  on  ungodly  men.  This 
is  mentioned  as  one  end  of  the  destruction  of  the  ungodly : 
"  What  if  God,  willing  to  show  his  wrath,  and  make  his  power 
known,  endured  with  much  long  sufTering,  the  vessels  of  wrath 
fitted  to  destruction  ?"  God  will  hereby  show  how  much  he  is 
above  his  enemies.  There  are  man)  now  in  the  world,  who 
proudly  lift  up  themselves  against  God.  There  are  many  open 
opposere  of  the  cause  and  interest  of  Christ.  They  set  their 
mouth  against  the  heavens^  and  their  tongue  zoalketh  through  the 
earth.  Then  God  will  show  his  glorious  power  in  destroying 
these  enemies. 

The  power  of  God  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  very  glori- 
ous, as  appearing  in  the  temporal  destruction  of  his  enemies  ; 
Exod.  XV.  6.  "  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in 
power;   thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,   hath  dashed  in  pieces  the 
enemy.*'     But  how  much  more  glorious  will  it  appear  in  his 
triumphing  over,  and  dashing  in  pieces  at  once,  all  his  enemies, 
wicked  men  and  devils  together,  all  his  haughty  foes !     The 
power  of  God   will  gloriously  appear  in  dashing  to  pieces  his 
enemies  as  a  potter's  vessel.      Moses  rejoiced  and  sang  when 
he  saw  God  glorify  his  power  in  the  destruction  of  Pharaoh 
and  his  host  at  the  Red  Sea.     But  how  much  more  will  the 
saints  in  glory  rejoice,   when   they  shall   see  God  gloriously 
triumphing  over  all  his  enemies  in  their  eternal  ruin  !     Then  it 
will  appear  how  dreadful  God  is,  and  how  dreadful  a  thing  it 
is  to  disobey  and  condemn  him.     It  is  often  mentioned  as  a 
part  of  the  glory  of  God,  that  he  is  a  terrible  God.     To  see 
the  majesty,  and  greatness,  and  terribleness  of  God,  appearing 
in  the  destruction  of  his  enemies,  'will    cause  the  saints  to 
rejoice ;  and   when   they  shall  see  how  great  and  terrible  a 
being  God  is,  how  will  they  prize  his  favour!   how  will  they 
rejoice  that  they  are  the  objects  of  his  love !    how  will  they 
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praisjB  him  the  more  joyfully,  that  he  should  choose  them  to  be 
his  children,  and  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  him ! 

It  will  occasion  rejoicing  in  them,  as  they  will  have  the 
greater  sense  of  their  own  happiness^  by  seeing  the  contrary 
misery.  It  is  the  nature  of  pleasure  and  pain,  of  happiness 
and  misery,  greatly  to  heighten  the  sense  of  each  other.  Thus 
the  seeing  of  the  happiness  of  others  tends  to  make  men 
more  sensible  of  their  own  calamities;  and  the  seeing  of  the 
calamities  of  others  tends  to  heighten  the  sense  of  our  own 
enjoyments. 

When  the  saints  in  glory,  therefore,  shall  see  the  doleful 
state  of  the  damned,  how  will  this  heighten  their  sense  of  the 
blessedness  of  their  own  state,  so  exceedingly  diSerent  from 
it !  When  they  shall  see  how  miserable  others  of  their  fellow- 
creatures  are,  who  were  naturally  in  the  eamc  circumstances 
with  themselves ;  when  they  shall  see  the  smoke  bf  their  tor- 
ment, and  the  raging  of  the  flames  of  their  burning,  and  hear 
their  dolorous  shrieks  and  cries,  and  consider  that  they  in  the 
mean-time  are  in  the  most  bUssful  state,  and  shall  surely  be  in 
it  to  all  eternity  ;  how  will  they  rejoice  ! 

This  will  give  them  a  joyful  sense  of  the  grace  and  love  of 
God  to  them,  because  hereby  they  will  see  how  great  a  benefit 
they  have  by  it.  When  they  shall  see  the  dreadful  miseries  of 
the  damned,  and  consider  that  they  deserved  the  same  misery, 
and  that  it  was  sovereign  grace,  and  nothing  else,  which  made 
them  so  much  to  diflFer  from  the  damned,  that,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  that,  they  would  have  been  in  the  same  condition  ; 
but  that  God  from  all  eternity  was  pleased  to  set  his  love  upon 
them,  that  Christ  hath  laid  down  his  life  for  them,  and  bath 
made  them  thus  gloriously  happy  for  ever;  O  how  will  they 
admire  that  dying  love  of  Christ,  which  has  redeemed  them 
from  so  great  a  misery,  and  purchased  for  them  so  great  hap- 
piness, and  has  so  distinguished  them  from  others  of  their 
fellow-creatures  !  How  joyfully  will  they  sing  to  God  and  the 
Lamb,  when  they  behold  this ! 


SECT.  111. 

.hi  Objection  ansxoercd. 

The  objection  is,  ''  If  we  are  apprehensive  of  the  damna- 
tion of  others  now,  it  in  nowise  becomes  us  to  rejoice  at  it,  but 
to  lanient  it.  If  we  see  others  in  imminent  danger  of  going  to 
hell,  it  is  accounted  a  very  sorrowful  thing,  and  it  is  looked 
upon  as  an  argument  of  a  senseless  and  wicked  spirit,  to  look 
upon  it  otherwise.     When  it  is  a  very  dead  time  with  respect 
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to  religion,  and  a  very  degenerate  and  corrupt  time  among 
a  people,  it  is  accounted  a  thing  greatly  to  be  lamented  ;  and  on 
this  account,  that  at  such  times  there  are  but  few  converted  and 
saved,  and  many  perish.  Paul  tells  us,  that  he  had  great  hea 
viness  and  continual  sorrow  in  his  heart,  because  so  man}  of  the 
Jews  were  in  a  perishing  state  ;  Rom.  ix.  I,  2,  3.  ''I  say  the 
truth  in  Christ,  I  lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bearing  me  witness 
in  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  1  have  great  heaviness  and  continual  sor- 
row in  my  heart.  For  1  could  wisih  that  myself  were  accursed 
from  Christ,  for  my  brethren,  my  kinsmen  accordin;^  to  the  flesh." 
And  if  a  neighbour  die,  and  his  death  be  attended  with  circum- 
stances, which  look  darkly  as  to  the  state  of  his  soul,  wc 
account  it  a  sorrowful  thing,  because  he  hath  left  us  no  more 
comfortable  grounds  to  hope  for  his  salvation.  Why  is  it  not 
then  an  unbecoming  thing  in  the  saints  in  glory  to  rejoice  when 
they  see  the  damnation  of  the  ungodly  ? 

Ans.  1.  It  is  now  our  duty  to  love  all  men,  though  they 
are  wicked  ;  but  it  will  not  be  a  duty  to  love  wicked  men  here- 
after. Christ  by  many  precepts  in  his  word,  hath  made  it  our 
duty  to  love  all  men.  We  are  commanded  to  love  wicked  men, 
and  our  enemies  and  persecutors.  But  this  command  doth  not 
extend  to  the  saints  in  glory,  with  respect  to  the  damned  in  bell. 
Nor  is  there  the  same  reason  that  it  should.  We  ought  now  to 
love  all,  and  even  wicked  men ;  we  know  not  but  that  God 
loves  them.  However  wicked  any  man  is,  yet  we  know  not 
but  that  he  is  one  wliom  God  loved  from  eternity ;  we  know 
not  but  that  Christ  loved  him  with  a  dying  love,  had  his  name 
upon  his  heart  before  the  world  was,  and  had  respect  to  him 
when  he  endured  those  bitter  agonies  on  the  cross.  We 
know  not  but  that  he  is  to  be  our  companion  in  glory  to  all 
eternity. 

But  this  is  not  the  case  in  another  world.  The  saints  in 
glory  will  know  concerning  the  damiked  in  hell,  that  God  never 
loved  them,  but  that  he  hates  them,  and  will  be  for  ever  hated 
of  God.  This  hatred  of  God  will  be  fully  declared  to  them  ; 
they  will  see  it,  and  will  see  the  fruits  of  it  in  their  misery. 
Therefore,  when  God  has  thus  declared  his  hatred  of  the 
damned,  and  the  saints  see  it,  it  will  be  no  way  becoming  in  the 
saints  to  love  them,  nor  to  mourn  over  them.  It  becomes  the 
saints  fully  and  perfectly  to  consent  to  what  God  doth,  without 
any  reluctance  or  opposition  of  spirit ;  yea  it  becomes  them  to 
rejoice  in  every  thing  that  God  sees  meet  to  be  done. 

^ns.  2.  We  ought  now  to  seek  and  be  concerned  for  the 
salvation  of  wicked  men,  because  now  they  are  capable  subjects 
of  it.  Wicked  men,  though  they  may  be  very  wicked,  yet  arc  ca- 
pable subjects  of  mercy.  It  is  yet  a  day  of  grace  with  them, 
and  they  have  the  offers  of  salvation.  Christ  is  as  yet  seeking 
their  salvation ;  he  is  calling  upon  them,  inviting  and  wooing 
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them;  he  slands  at  the  door  and  knocks.  He  is  using  manj 
means  with  them,  is  calhng  them,  J^aying,  Turn  yt^  turn  y«, 
why  will  ye.  die  ?  The  dn}  of  his  patience  is  yet  continued  to 
them ;  and  if  Christ  is  ifseeking  their  salvation,  surely  we  ought 
to  seek  it. 

God  is  wont  now  to  make  men  the  means  of  one  another^s 
salvation  ;  yea,  it  is  his  ordinary  way  so  to  do.     He   makes  the 
concern  and  endeavours   of  his  people   the  means  of  bringing 
home  many  to  Christ.     Therefore  the}   ought  to  be   concerned 
for  and  endeavour  it.     But  it  will  not  be  so  in  another  world : 
there  wicked  men  will  be  no  longer  capable  subjects  of  mercy. 
The  saints   will  know,   that  it  is  the   will  of  God  the  wicked 
should  be  miserable  to  all  eternity.     It  will  therefore   cease  to 
be  their  duty  any   more   to  seek  their  salvation,  or  to  be  con- 
cerned about  their  misery.     On  the  other  hand,  it  will  be  their 
duty  to  rejoice  in  the  will  and  glory  of  God.     It  is  not  our  duty 
to  be  sorry  that  God  hath  executed  just  vengeance  oo  the  deviis, 
concerning  whom  the  will  of  God  in  their  eternal  state  is  al- 
ready known  to  us. 

Ans.  3.  Rejoicing  at  the  calamities  of  others  now.  rests  not 
on  the  same  grounds  as  that  of  the  saints  in  glory.  The  evil  of 
rejoicing  a*  others'  calamities  now,  consists  in  our  envy,  or  re- 
venue, or  some  such  disposition  is  gratified  therein  ;  and  not  that 
God  i«3  g^lorified,  that  the  majesty  and  justice  of  God  gloriously 
shine  forth. 

Ans.  4.  The  different  circumstances  of  our  nature  now, 
from  what  will  be  hereafter,  make  that  a  virtue  now  which  will 
be  no  virtue  then.  For  instance,  if  a  man  be  of  a  virtuous  dis- 
position, the  circum-tances  of  our  nature  now  are  such,  that  it 
will  necessarily  show  itself  by  natural  affection,  and  to  be  with- 
out natural  atlection  is  a  very  vicious  disposition  ;  and  is  so 
mentioned  in  Rom.  i.  31.  But  natural  allection  is  no  virtue  in 
the  ^aint8  in  glory.  Their  virtue  will  exercise  itself  in  a  higher 
manner. 

Ans.   5.  The   vengeance  inflicted  on  many  of  the  wicked 

will  be  a  manifestation  of  God's    love  to  the  saints.     One  way 

whereby  God  shows  his  love  to  the  saints,  i>  by  destroying  their 

enemies.     God    hath  said.  He  that  toucheth  you^    touchcth  the 

apple  of  mine  eye.     And  it  is  often  mentioned  in  scripture,  as  an 

instance  of  the  great  love  of  God  to  his  people,  that  his  wrath  is 

so   awakened,    when    they    are    wronged   and   injured.      Thus 

Christ  hath  promised  that  God  will  avenge  his  own  elect,  Luke 

xviii.  7.;  and  hath  ^aid.  that  if  any  man  offend  one  of  his   little 

owc.v,    ?/  wfre  hitter  for  him  that  a  inilLstone   were  hanfred  about 

his  neck,    and    that  he  were  drowned  in   the  depth  of  the    sea. 

Matf.  xviii.  6. 

So  the  saints  in  glory  will  see  the  great   love  of  God  to 
them,  in  the  dreadful  vengeance  which  he  shall  infliot  on  those 
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who  have  injured  and  persecuted  them ;  and  the  view  of  this 
love  of  God  to  them  will  be  just  cause  of  their  rejoicing.  Thus, 
in  the  text,  heaven  and  the  holy  apostles  and  f)ro|)hcts  are  call- 
ed to  reioice  over  their  enemies,  because  God  hath  avenged 
them  of  them. 


SECT.  IV. 
The  ungodly  warned* 

I  shall  apply  this  subject  only  in  one  use,  viz.  of  warning  to 
ungodly  men.     And  in  order  to  this,  1  desire  such  to  consider, 

1.  How  destitute  of  any  comforting  consideration  your  con- 
dition will  be,  if  you  perish  at  last.  You  will  have  none  to  pity 
you.  Look  which  way  you  will,  before  or  behind,  on  the  right 
hand  or  left,  look  up  to  heaven,  or  look  about  you  in  helK  and 
you  will  see  none  to  condole  your  case,  or  to  exercise  any  pity 
towards  you,  in  your  dreadful  condition.  You  muttt  bear  these 
flames,  you  must  bear  that  torment  and  amazement,  day  and 
night,  for  ever,  and  never  have  the  comfort  of  considering^ 
that  there  is  so  much  as  one  that  pities  your  case  ;  there  never 
will  one  tear  be  dropped  for  you. 

(1.)  You  have  now  been  taught  that  you  will  have  no  pity 
from  the  created  inhabitants  of  heaven.  If  you  shall  look  to 
them,  you  will  see  them  all  rejoicing  at  the  sight  of  the  glory 
of  God^s  justice,  power,  and  terrible  maje<«ty,  manifested  in 
your  torment.  You  will  see  them  in  a  blissful  and  glorious 
state;  you  will  see  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  J  icob,  and  all  the 
prophets,  in  the  kingdom  of  God ;  you  will  sec  many  come 
from  the  east,  and  from  the  west,  and  from  the  north,  and  from 
the  south,  and  sit  down  in  that  glorious  kingdom  ;  and  will  see 
them  all  with  one  voice,  and  with  united  joy.  praising  God  for 
glorifying  himself  in  your  destruction.  You  will  wail  and 
gnash  your  teeth  under  your  own  torments,  and  with  envy  of 
their  happiness;  but  they  will  rejoire  and  sing:  Isa.  Ixv.  13, 
1 4.  '^  Therefore  thus  naitb  the  Lord,  Behold,  my  servants  shall  eat, 
but  ye  shall  be  hungry :  behold,  my  servants  shall  drink,  but  ye 
shall  be  thirsty  :  behold,  my  servants  shall  rejoice,  but  ye  shall  be 
ashamed  :  behold,  my  servants  shall  sing  for  joy  of  heart,  but  ye 
shall  cry  for  sorrow  of  heart,  and  shall  howl  for  vexation  of  spirit. 

(2.)  God  will  exercise  no  pity  towards  you.  If  you  might 
have  his  pity  in  any  degree,  that  would  be  of  more  worth  to 
you  than  thousands  of  worlds.  That  would  make  your  case  to 
be  not  without  comfort  and  hope.  But  God  will  exercise  no 
pity  towards  you.  He  hath  often  said  concerning  wicked  men, 
that  his  eye  shall  not  spare,  neither  will  he  have  pit),  (Ezek. 
V.  IL  and  vii.  4,  9.  and  viii.  18.)    He  will  cast  upon  you,  and 
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notfpare;  yoa  will  see  nothing  in  God,  and  receive  nothm| 
from  him.  bul  ))erfect  haired,  and  the  fierceness  of  his  wrntb; 
nothing;  hut  (he  niiy;ht>  falls  or  outpduriiigs  of  wruth  upon  joo. 
everj  iiiunienl  ;  and  no  rries  will  avail  to  moVt-God  to  aiiy  pity 
or  ill  till'  lti)!'t  lo  move  hiin  lo  lit^hleri  In^  liand,  or  assuage  Ibe 
Gerc^iie^!'  mid  nh^te  the    (lower  uf  )oui'  torments. 

Jk^db  CaKi>T,  the  Redeemer,  will  have  no  pity  on  yon. 
Tfaoujjh  he  had  so  nxich  love  to  eiiiiiera,  as  to  be  willing  to  Izj 
down  his  life  for  Ihcm,  and  offers  you  the  henelits  of  his  bJoad, 
while  you  are  in  this  world,  and  often  calls  upon  you  lo  accef)t 
them ;  yet  then  he  will  have  no  pity  upon  you.  V'ou  never  will 
hear  any  more  instructions  from  him  ;  he  will  utterly  refuse  to 
be  your  instructor;  on  the  contrary  he  will  be  your  judge,  to 
I    pronounce  sentence  agarntit  you- 

I  (3.)  You  will  find  none  that  will  pity  you  in  bell.    Thede- 

[    vils  will  not   pitv  you,  but  will  be  ^our  tormentors,  as    roaring 

tiona,  or  hell-hourids,  to  tear  you  in   pieecs  conlinually.      And 

I    other  wicked  men  who  shall  he  there  will  he  like  devjj*  ;  (Jicy  will 

I    liave  no  pity  on  you.  hut  will  hale  and  curse,  and  torment  you. 

And  you  yourselves  will  he  like  devils;  you  will  belike  devilfl 

to  yourselves,  and  will  be  your  own  tormentors. 

"i.  Consider  what  an  aggravation,  what  you  have  beard 
under  thi^  doctrine  will  be  lu  your  misery.  Considerbow  itwill 
be  at  the  day  of  Judgment,  when  ytiu  shall  see  Chriftt  comiug  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven,  when  you  shall  begin  lo  wail  and  cry,  as 
knowing  that  yuu  are  of  those  who  are  to  be  condetnued  -,  aiu) 
perhaps  you  will  be  ready  to  fly  lo  some  of  yoitr^ndly  friends  ; 
hut  you  will  obtain  no  hel;)  from  them :  you  will  see  them  un- 
concerned for  you,  with  joyful  countenances  ascending  lo  meet 
the  Lord,  and  not  the  les'  joyful  for  the  horror  in  wliicb  Ibey  Me 
you.  And  when  you  shall  stand  before  the  tribunal  »(  ibe  left 
hand,  amnn^  devils,  trembling  and  astonished,  and  »ball  have 
(he  dreadful  sentence  passed  upon  you.  you  will  at  llie  same 
time  see  the  blesi^ed  rompany  of  saints  and  angels  at  tbe  right 
hand  rejoicing,  and  shnll  hear  ihem  shoul  forth  the  praiMt  of 
God.  while  they  hear  your  sentence  pronounced.  You  will  then 
sec  those  godly  people,  with  whom  you  shall  have  been  acquaint- 
ed, and  who  shall  have  been  your  neighbours,  and  with  whom 
you  now  often  converge,  rejoicing  at  the  pronunciation  and  exe- 
cution ufyoiir  scntenre- 

Pertiaps  there  ai-e  now  some  godly  people,  to  whom  you 
are  near  and  dear,  who  are  tenderly  concerned  for  yoa,  are 
ready  to  pity  you  under  all  calamities,  and  willing  lo  li'clp  joi 
and  particularly  are  tenderly  concerned  for  ^ourpoor  «oui,  j 
have  put  up  many  fervent  prayers  for  you.      How  will  yoil  Jl 


I   to  hear  these  singini:  for  loy  of  heart,  while 
sorrow  of  heart,  and  howling  for  vexation  of  spirit^  and 
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singing  the  more  joyful  for  the  glorious  justice  of  God  whicli 
they  behold  in  your  eternal  condemnation ! 

You  that  have  godly  parents,  who  in  this  world  have  ten- 
derly loved  you,  who  were  wont  to  look  upon  your  welfare  as 
their  own,  and  were  wont  to  be  grieved  for  you  when  any  thing 
calamitous  befel  you  in  this  world,  and  especially  were  greatly 
concerned  for  the  eood  of  your  souls,  industriously  sought,  and 
earnestly  prayed  for  their  salvation  ;  how  will  you  bear  to  sec 
them  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  crowned  with  glory  ?  Or  how 
will  you  bear  to  see  them  receiving  the  blessed  sentence,  and 
going  up  with  shouts  and  songs,  to  enter  with  Christ  into  the 
kin^om  prepared  for  them  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
while  you  are  amongst  a  company  of  devils,  and  are  turned  away 
with  the  most  bitter  cries,  to  enter  into  everlasting  burnings, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  ?  How  will  you  bear  to 
see  your  parents,  who  in  this  life  had  so  dear  an  affection  for 
you,  now  without  any  love  to  you,  approving  the  sentence  of 
condemnation,  when  Christ  shall  with  indignation  bid  you  de- 
part, wretched,  cursed  creatures,  into  eternal  burnings  ?  How 
will  you  bear  to  see  and  hear  them  praising  the  Judge,  for  his 
justice  exercised  in  pronouncing  this  sentence*  and  hearing  it 
with  a  holy  joy  in  their  countenances,  and  shouting  forth  the 
praises  and  hallelujahs  of  God  and  Christ  on  that  account  ? 

When  they  shall  see  what  manifestations  of  amazement 
there  will  be  in  you,  at  the  hearing  of  this  dreadful  sentence,  and 
that  every  syllable  of  it  pierces  you  like  a  thunderbolt,  and  sinks 
you  into  the  lowest  depths  of  horror  and  despair :  when  they 
shall  behold  you  with  a  frighted,  amazed  countenance,  trem- 
bling and  astonished,  and  shall  hear  you  groan  and  gnash  your 
teeth;  these  things  will  not  move  them  at  all  to  pity  you,  but 
you  will  see  them  with  a  hoi v  joyfulness  in  their  countenances, 
and  with  songs  in  their  mouths.  When  they  shall  see  you  turn- 
ed away  and  banning  to  enter  into  the  great  furnace,  and  shall 
see  how  you  shrink  at  it*  and  hear  how  you  shriek  and  cry  out; 
yet  they  will  not  be  at  all  grieved  for  you,  but  at  the  same  time 
you  will  hear  from  them  renewed  praises  and  hallelujahs  for  the 
true  and  righteous  judgments  of  God,  in  so  dealing  with  you. 

Then  you  will  doubtless  remember  how  those  your  glorified 
parents  seemed  to  be  concerned  for  your  salvation,  while  you 
were  here  in  this  world ;  you  will  remember  how  they  were 
wont  to  counsel  and  warn  you,  and  how  little  you  regarded  their 
counsels,  and  how  they  seemed  to  be  concerned  and  grieved, 
and  there  appeared  no  more  effect  of  their  endeavours  for  the 
good  of  your  souls.  You  will  then  see  them  praising  God  for 
executing  just  vengeance  on  you,  for  setting  so  light  by  their 
counsels  and  reproofii.  However  here  they  loved  you,  and 
were  concerned  for  vou,  now  they  will  rise  up  in  judgment 
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against  you,  ami  will  declare  how  your  sins  are  aggravate 

the  endeavours  which  they  to  no  purpose  usett  with  jrou,  I 
bring  you  to  forsake  sin  and  practise  virtue,  and  to  seek  and 
serve  God  ;  but  you  were  obstinate  under  ail,  and  would  not 
hearken  to  them.  They  will  declare  how  inexcusable  yoa  are 
upon  this  account.  And  when  the  judge  shall  execute  the  more 
terrible  wrath  upon  you  on  this  account,  that  you  have  made  no 
better  improvement  of  your  parents'  instructiona,  they  will 
joyfully  praise  God  for  it.  After  they  shall  have  seen  yon  lie 
in  hell  thousands  of  years  and  your  torment  shall  yet  contintM 
without  any  rest,  day  or  night ;  they  will  not  begin  to  pity  you 
then  ;  they  wilt  praise  God,  that  his  justice  appears  in  the  eter- 
nity of  your  misery. 

You  that  have  godly  husbands,  or  wives,  or  brethren,  or 
sisters,  with  whom  you  have  been  wont  to  dnell  under  the  untc 
roof,  and  to  cat  at  the  same  table,  consider  how  it  will  be  with 
you,  when  you  shall  eome  to  part  with  them  ;  when  Ibey  ihall 
betaken  and  you  left;  Luke  xvii.  34,  35,  36.  "Uellyoo,  in 
that  night,  there  shall  be  two  men  in  one  bed  ;  the  one  shall 
be  taken  and  the  other  left.  Two  women  shall  be  grinding  to- 
gether ;  the  one  shall  be  taken  and  Ihe  other  left.  Two  men 
shall  be  in  the  field ;  the  one  shall  be  taken  and  the  other  left." 
However  you  may  wail  and  lament,  when  you  sec  them  parted 
from  you,  they  being  taken  and  you  left,  you  will  see  tD  tbcmao 
signs  of  sorrow,  that  you  are  not  taken  with  them :  that  too  as- 
cend not  with  them  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  but  are  left  be- 
low to  be  consumed  with  the  world,  which  is  reserved  onto  fire, 
.igainst  the  day  of  the  perdition  of  ungodly  men. 

Those  wicked  men,  who  shall  go  to  hell  from  under  the  la- 
bours of  pious  and  faithful  ministers,  will  see  those  minbtert 
rejoicing  and  praising  God  upon  the  occasion  of  ibeir  deslnic- 
tiou.  Consider  ye  that  have  long  lived  under  Mr.  SHroDt»ABD*« 
ministry,*  and  are  yet  in  a  natural  condition,  how  dreadful  it  will 
be  to  you,  to  see  him  who  was  so  tenderly  concerned  for  Ihe 
good  of  your  souls  while  he  was  here,  and  so  earnestly  songhi 
your  salvation,  to  see  him  rising  up  in  judgment  against  jou, 
declaring  your  inexcusnbleness,  declaring  how  often  lie  waroed 
you  ;  how  plainly  he  set  your  danger  before  you.  and  told  you 
of  the  opportunity  that  yon  had ;  how  fully  be  set  forth  tht  mi- 
aerable  condition  in  which  you  were,  and  the  necessity  ihcre 
was  that  you  should  obtain  an  interest  in  Christ :  how  mo- 
vingly and  earnestly  he  exhorted  you  to  get  into  a  belter  state, 
and  how  regardless  yon  were;  bow  little  you  minded  nil  thst 
he  said  to  you  ;  how  yon  went  on  still  in  your  Irespassca,  haid- 
ened  your  necks,  and  made  your  hearts  as  an  adamant,  and  rf- 
fused  to  return!     How  dreadful  wil"      "  -  -- 
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declaring  how  inexcusable  you  are  upon  these  accouuU !  How 
will  you  be  cut  to  the  heart,  when  you  shall  see  him  approving 
the  sentence  of  condemnation,  which  the  Judge  shall  pronounce 
against  you,  and  judging  and  sentencing  you  with  Christ,  as  an  as- 
sessor in  judgment ;  for  the  saints  shall  judge  the  world,  (1  Cor. 
vi*  2.)  and  when  vou  shall  see  him  rejoicing  in  the  execution  of 
justice  upon  you  for  all  your  unprofitableness  under  his  ministry ! 

3.  Consider  what  a  happy  opportunity  you  have  in  youf 
hands  now.  •  Now  your  case  is  very  different  from  the  case  of 
wicked  men  in  another  world,  of  which  you  have  now  heard  \ 
and  particularly  in  the  following  respects. 

(1«)  God  makes  it  the  duty  of  all  the  godly  now  to  be  con- 
cerned for  your  salvation.  As  to  those  who  are  damned  in  hell, 
the  saints  in  glory  are  not  concerned  for  tlicir  welfare,  and  have 
no  love  nor  pity  towards  them  ;  and  if  you  perish  hereafter,  it 
will  be  an  occasion  of  joy  to  all  the  godly.  But  now  God  makes 
it  the  duty  of  all  the  godly,  to  love  you  with  a  sincere  good- 
will and  earnest  affection.  God  doth  not  excuse  men  from  lov- 
ing you,  for  your  ill  qualities :  though  you  are  wicked  and 
undeserving,  yet  God  makes  it  the  duty  of  all  sincerely  to  wish 
well  to  you  ;  and  it  is  a  heinous  sin  in  the  sight  of  God,  for 
any  to  hate  you.  He  requires  all  to  be  concerned  for  your  sal- 
vation, and  by  all  means  to  seek  it.  It  is  their  duty  now  to 
lament  your  danger,  and  to  pray  for  mercy  to  you,  that  you 
may  be  converted  and  brought  home  to  Christ. 

Now  the  godly  who  know  you,  desire  your  salvation,  and 
are  ready  to  seek,  and  pray  for  it.  If  you  be  now  in  distress 
about  the  condition  of  your  souls,  you  are  not  in  such  a  forsa- 
ken, helpless  condition,  as  those  that  are  damned ;  but  you  may 
find  many  to  pray  for  you,  many  who  are  willing  to  assist  you 
by  their  advice  and  counsels,  and  all  with  a  tender  concern,  and 
with  hearty  wishes  that  your  souls  may  prosper.  Now  some  of 
you  have  godly  friends  who  are  near  and  dear  to  you ;  you  are 
beloved  of  those  who  have  a  great  interest  in  heaven,  and  who 
have  power  with  God  by  their  prayers :  you  have  the  blessing 
of  living  under  the  same  roof  with  them*  Some  of  you  have 
godly  parents  to  pray  for  you,  and  to  counsel  and  instruct  you, 
who  you  may  be  sure  will  do  it  with  sincere  love  and  concern 
for  you.  And  there  is  not  only  the  command  of  God,  Grod 
hatti  not  only  made  it  the  duty  of  others  to  seek  your  salvation, 
but  hath  given  encouragement  to  others  to  seek  it.  He  gives 
encouragement  that  they  may  obtain  help  for  you  by  their 
prayers,  and  that  they  may  be  instrumental  of  your  spiritual 
good.  God  reveals  it  to  be  his  manner,  to  make  our  sincere 
endeavours  a  mean  of  each  other^s  good.  How  difierent  is  the 
case  with  you  from  what  it  is  with  those  that  are  already 
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damned !     And  how  happy  an  opportunity  have  you  m  ; 
Imnds,  if  you  would  but  improve  it! 

(2.)  Now  you  live  where  there  is  a  certain  ordtr  o/"  mtn 
appointed  lo  make  it  the  business  of  their  Hves  to  seek  yoor 
sulvation.  Now  you  have  mioislers,  not  to  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  you  ;  but  in  Christ's  stead,  to  beseech  you  to  be  recoit- 
ciled  toGod  ;  2  Cor.  V.  20.  God  bath  not  only  made  i(  th«  duty  of 
all  to  wish  well  to  your  souls,  and  occasionally  to  codeavonr 
to  promote  your  spiritual  ioterests,  but  he  hath  set  apart  cer- 
tain persons,  to  make  it  their  whole  work,  in  which  they  should 
spend  iheir  days  and  their  strength. 

(3.)  Christ  himself  is  now  seeking  your  salvation.  Hu 
seeks  it  by  the  fore-mentioned  means,  by  appointing  mea  to 
make  it  their  business  to  seek  it;  he  seeks  it  by  tbem ;  they 
are  his  instruments,  and  they  beseech  you  in  Christ's  stead  to 
be  reconciled  to  God.  He  seeks  it,  io  commanding  your 
neighbours  to  seek  it.  Christ  is  represented  in  scripture,  at 
wooing  the  souls  of  sinners.  He  uses  means  to  persuade  ihvm 
to  choose  and  accept  of  their  own  salvation.  He  often  inviles 
them  to  come  to  him  that  Ihcy  may  have  life,  that  they  may 
find  rest  to  Iheir  souls,  to  come  and  take  of  the  wsler  of  bfo 
freely.  He  stands  at  the  door  and  knocks;  and  ceases  aat. 
though  sinners  for  a  long  time  refuse  him.  He  bears  repeated 
repulses  from  them,  and  yet  mercifully  continues  knocking, 
saying,  "  Open  to  me,  that  I  may  come  in  and  sup  with  joti, 
and  you  with  mc.*'  At  the  doors  of  many  sinners  be  stands 
thus  knocking  for  many  years  together.  Chriat  is  become  at 
most  importunate  suitor  to  sinners,  that  he  may  become  iheir 
sovereign.  He  is  ollen  setting  before  tbem  tbe  need  Ibey 
have  of  him,  the  miserable  condition  in  which  they  are,  tod 
the  great  provision  that  is  made  for  the  good  of  their  soula ; 
and  he  invites  them  to  accept  of  (his  provision,  and  promtsea  i* 
shall  be  theirs  upon  their  mere  acceptance. 

Thus  how  earnestly  did  Christ  seek  the  salvation  of  Jen* 
salem,  and  lie  wept  over  it  when  they  refused  ;  Luke  xix.  47, 
42.  '*  And  when  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  city,  Mkd  wept 
over  it,  saying,  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at  lesst  ia  tu> 
thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace  1  but  now  they 
are  hid  from  thine  eyes.''  And  Matt,  xxiii.  37.  "  0  JeruBalem, 
Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and  stonot  them 
vhich  arc  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy 
:hildren  together,  even  as  a  hen  gatherelh  her  chickens  nodor 
uer  wings,   and  yc  would  not!"'     Thus  Christ  is  now  teekhig 

Jrour  salvation  ;  such  au  opportunity  have  you  now  in  your 
lands?  Consider  therefore  how  many  means  Christ  ia  using 
with  vou,  to  bring  you  to  salvation. 

Besides  those  tilings  which  have  been  now  raenliooed.  sorac 
,  of  you  have  a  di-tirce  of  the  inward  strivings  and  influeDceiot 
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the  Spirit,  which  makes  your  opportunity  much  greater.  You 
have  Christ^s  internal  calls  and  knockings.  All  the  persons  of 
the  Trinity  are  now  seeking  your  salvation.  God  the  Father 
hath  sent  his  Son,  who  hath  made  way  for  your  salvation,  and 
removed  all  difficulties,  except  those  which  are  with  your  own 
heart.  And  he  is  waiting  to  be  gracious  to  you ;  the  door  of 
his  mercy  stands  open  to  you  ;  he  hath  set  a  fountain  open  for 
you  to  wash  in  from  sin  and  uiicleanness.  Christ  is  calling,  in- 
viting, and  wooing  you  ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost  is  striving  wi&  you 
by  his  internal  motions  and  influences. 

4.  If  you  now  repent,  before  it  be  too  late,  the  saints  and 
angels  in  glory  will  rejoice  at  your  repentance.  If  you  repent 
not  till  it  is  too  late,  they  will,  as  you  have  heard,  rejoice  ia 
seeing  justice  executed  upon  you.  But  if  you  now  repent,  they 
will  rejoice  at  your  welfare,  that  you  who  were  lost,  are  found  ; 
that  you  who  were  dead,  are  alive  again.  They  will  rejoice 
that  you  are  come  to  so  happy  a  state  already,  and  that  you  are 
in  due  time  to  inherit  eternal  happiness.  Luke  xv.  3 — 10.  So 
that  if  now  you  will  improve  your  opportunity,  there  will  be 
a  very  different  occasion  of  joy  in  heaven  concerning  yon, 
than  that  of  which  the  doctrine  speaks ;  not  a  rejoicing  on  oc- 
casion of  your  misery,  but  on  occasion  of  your  unspeakable 
blessedness. 

5.  If  you  repent  before  it  is  too  late,  you  yourselves  shall 
be  of  that  joyful  company.  They  will  be  so  far  from  rejoicing 
on  occasion  of  your  ruin,  that  you  yourselves  will  be  of  that 
glorious  company,  who  will  rejoice  in  all  the  works  of  God, 
who  will  have  all  tears  wiped  away  from  their  eyes,  to  whom 
there  will  be  no  more  death,  nor  sorrow,  nor  crymg,  and  from 
whom  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away.  You  yourselves  will 
be  of  those  who  will  rejoice  at  the  glorious  display  of  God^s 
majesty  and  justice,  in  his  wrath  on  his  enemies.  Jfou  will 
be  of  those  that  shall  sing  for  joy  of  heart  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, while  others  mourn  for  sorrow  of  heart,  and  howl 
for  vexation  of  spirit ;  and  you  will  enter  into  the  joy  of 
your  Lord,  and  there  shall  never  be  any  end  or  abatement  of 
your  joy  ! 


SERMON  XI\V 

THE  PRECIOVSNESS   OF  TIME,  AND  THE  IMPORTAlfCB  OF 

REDEEMING  IT. 


Eph.  v.  16. 

Redeeming  the  time^ 

Christians  should  not  only  study  to  improre  the  oppor- 
iuDities  they  enjoy,  for  their  own  advantage,  as  those  who 
would  make  a  good  bargain ;  but  also  labour  to  recl^m  otken 
from  their  evil  courses  ;  that  so  God  might  defer  bis  anger, 
and  time  might  be  redeemed  from  that  terrible  destruction 
which,  when  it  should  come,  would  put  an  end  to  the  time  of 
divine  patience.  And  it  may  be  upon  this  account,  that  this 
reason  is  added,  Because  the  days  are  evil.  As  if  the  apostle 
had  said,  the  corruption  of  the  times  tends  to  hasten  threaten- 
ed judgments;  but  your  holy  and  circumspect  walk  will  tend 
to  redeem  time  from  the  devouring  jaws  of  those  calamities. 
— However,  thus  much  is  certainly  held  forth  to  us  in  the 
words ,  viz.  That  upon  time  we  should  set  a  high  value,  and 
be  exceeding  careful  that  it  be  not  lost;  and  we  are  thereibre 
exhorted  to  exercise  wisdom  and  circumspection,  in  order  that 
we  may  redeem  it.  And  hence  it  appears,  that  Time  is  excttd- 
ingly  precious. 

SECT.  1. 
JVhy  time  is  precious'. 

Time  is  precious  for  the  following  reasons. 

1.  Because  a  happy  or  miserable  eternity  depends  on  the 
good  or  ill  improvement  of  it.  Things  are  precious  in  propor- 
tion to  their  importance,  or  to  the  degree  wherein  they  concern 
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our  welfkre.  Men  are  wont  to  set  the  highest  value  on  those 
things  upon  which  they  are  sensible  their  interest  chiefly  de- 
pends. And  this  renders  time  so  exceedingly  precious,  because 
our  eternal  welfare  depends  on  the  improvement  of  it. — Indeed 
our  welfare  in  this  world  depends  upon  its  improvement.  If 
we  improve  it  not,  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  coming  to  poverty 
and  disgrace ;  but  by  a  good  improvement  of  it,  we  may  ob- 
tain those  things  which  will  be  useful  and  comfortable.  But 
it  is  above  all  things  precious,  as  our  state  through  eternity 
depends  upon  it.  The  importance  of  the  improvement  of  time 
upon  other  accounts,  is  in  subordination  to  this. 

Gold  and  silver  are  esteemed  precious  by  men ;  but  they 
are  of  no  worth  to  any  man,  only  as  thereby  he  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  avoiding  or  removing  some  evil  or  of  possessing  him- 
self of  some  good.  And  the  greater  the  evil  is  which  any  man 
hath  advantage  to  escape,  or  the  good  which  he  hath  advantage 
to  obtain,  by  any  thing  that  he  possesses,  by  so  much  the  great- 
er is  the  value  of  that  thing  to  him,  whatever  it  be.  Thus  if  a 
man,  by  any  thing  which  he  hath,  may  save  his  life,  which  he 
must  lose  without  it,  he  will  look  upon  that  by  which  he  hath 
the  opportunity  of  escaping  so  great  an  evil  as  death,  to.be  very 
precious. — Hence  it  is  that  time  is  so  exceedingly  precious,  be- 
cause by  it  we  have  opportunity  of  escapii^  everlasting  miserj 
and  of  obtaining  everlasting  blessedness  and  glory.  On  this 
depends  our  escape  from  an  infinite  evil,  and  our  attainment 
of  an  infinite  good. 

3.  Time  is  very  short,  which  is  another  thing  that  renders 
it  very  precious.  The  scarcity  of  any  commodity  occasions  men 
to  set  a  higher  value  upon  it,  especially  if  it  be  necessary  and 
they  cannot  do  without  it.  Thus  when  Samaria  was  besieged 
by  the  Syrians,  and  provisions  were  exceedingly  scarce,  '^  an 
ass's  head  was  sold  for  fourscore  pieces  of  silver,  and  the  fourth 
part  of  a  cabof  dove^s  dung  for  five  pieces  of  silver.'^  2  Kings 
vi.  25.  So  time  is  the  more  to  be  prized  by  men,  because  a 
whole  eternity  depends  upon  it ;  and  yet  we  have  but  a  little 
of  time.  "  When  a  few  years  are  come,  then  I  shall  go 
the  way  whence  I  shall  not  re^jirn."  Job  xvi.  22.  "  My  days 
are  swifter  than  a  post.  They  are  passed  away  as  the  swift  ships  ; 
as  the  eagle  that  hasteth  to  the  prey."  Job  ix.  25,  26.  "  Our 
life ;  what  is  it  ?  it  is  but  a  vapour  which  appeareth  for  a  little 
time,  and  then  vanisheth  away.'^  Jam.  iv.  14.  It  is  but  as  a 
moment  to  eternity.  Time  is  so  short,  and  the  work  which  we 
have  to  do  in  it  is  so  great,  that  we  have  none  of  it  to  spare. 
The  work  which  we  have  to  do  to  prepare  for  eternity,  must  be 
done  in  time,  or  it  never  can  be  done ;  and  it  is  found  to  be  a 
work  of  great  difficulty  and  labour,  and  therefore  that  for  which 
time  is  the  more  requisite. 


3.  Time  ought  lo  be  esteemed  by  us  very  precious 
we  are  unceriain  of  ita  continuance.  We  know  that"* 
very  short,  but  we  know  not  how  short.  Wc  kuow  iiol  how 
little  of  it  remains,  wbellier  a  year  op  several  years,  or  only  a 
month,  a  week,  or  a  day.  We  are  every  day  uocertsin 
whether  that  day  will  not  be  the  last,  or  whether  we  are 
to  have  the  whole  day.  There  if  iioihirig  that  experieoce  doth 
more  verify  than  this. — IF  a  m>in  had  but  little  provision  Jaid 
up  for  a  journey  or  a  voyage,  and  at  the  same  time  klieir  that 
if  his  provision  should  fail,  be  must  perish  by  the  way,  be 
would  be  the  more  choice  of  it.— How  much  more  wouM 
many  men  prize  their  time,  if  they  knew  that  they  had  but  a  few 
months,  or  a  few  days  more  to  live  ?  Aud  certainly  h  wise  omii 
will  prize  his  time  the  more,  as  he  knows  not  but  that  it 
will  be  BO  as  to  himself.  This  is  the  case  with  moltilades 
now  in  Ibe  world,  who  at  present  enjoy  health,  and  ece  no 
signs  of  approaching  death:  many  such,  no  doubt,  are  to  die 
the  next  month,  many  the  nexi  week,  yea,  many  probably  to- 
morrow, and  some  this  night;  jet  these  same  persona  know 
nothing  of  it,  and  perhaps  think  nothing  of  it,  and  neither 
they  nor  their  neighbours  cHn  pay  that  they  are  more  likely 
Boon  to  be  taken  out  of  the  world  than  others.  This  tescjies  m 
how  we  ought  to  prize  our  time,  and  how  careful  wc  ought  (o 
be,  that  we  lose  none  of  it. 

4.  Time  is  very  precious,  becaiiee  wUcn  it  is  pasl,  it 
cannot  he  recovered.  There  are  many  things  which  men  pOi- 
sCBs,  which  if  they  part  with,  they  can  obtain  them  again. 
If  a  man  have  parted  with  something  which  he  faadi  not 
knowing  the  worth  of  it,  or  the  need  he  should  have  of  it; 
he  of^en  can  regain  it,  at  least  with  pains  and  cost.  If  a  man 
have  been  overseen  in  a  bargain,  and  have  bartered  awaj 
or  sold  something,  and  afterwards  repent  of  il,  I»e  may 
often  obtain  a  release  and  recover  what  he  bad  parted 
with. — But  it  is  not  so  with  respect  to  time  ;  whvn  oocc 
that  is  gone,  it  is  gone  for  ever ;  no  pains,  no  cost  will  recover 
it.  Though  we  repent  ever  so  much  that  wc  l«l  it  pass, 
and  did  not  improve  it  while  we  had  it.  it  will  be  to  no 
purpose.  Every  part  of  ii  is  successively  oOerEd  to  i». 
that  we  may  chooser,  whether  we  will  moko  it  oar  own.  or 
not.  Bui  there  is  no  delay;  it  will  not  wait  apon  ua  to 
Bee  whether  or  no  we  will  com|dv  with  the  offer.  Bvt  if 
we  refuse  it  is  immediately  taken  awny.  nnd  never  odbrdl 
more.  As  (o  that  part  of  time  which  is  t;one,  however  we 
have  neglected  lo  improve  it,  il  i:^  out  of  our  puaeeadioD  sal 
out  of  our  reach. 

If  we  have  lived  fifty,  orsixfy,  or  seveiily  ycnn,  and  have 
not  improved  our  time,  now  it  cannot  be  helpct"     ' 
lly  gone  from  us :   all  Ihnt  wc  can  do.   i<t  to  improi 
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little  that  remaiDS.  Yea,  if  a  ntian  have  spent  all  his  life 
but  a  few  moments  unimproved,  all  that  is  gone  is  lost,  and 
Only  those  few  remaining  moments  can  possibly  be  made 
his  own ;  and  if  the  whole  of  a  man's  time  be  gone,  and  it 
be  all  lost^  it  is  irrecoverable.— Eternity  depends  on  the 
improvement  of  time  !  but  when  once  the  time  of  life  is  gone, 
When  once  death  is  come^  we  have  no  more  to  do  with, 
time;  thc^re  is  no  possibility  of  obtaining  the  restonttion  of 
it,  or  another  space  in  which  to  prepare  for  eternity.  If  si 
roan  should  lose  the  whole  of  his  worldly  substance,  and 
become  li  bankrupt,  it  is  possible  that  his  loss  may  be  made 
Up.  He  may  have  .another  estate  as  good.  But  when  thef 
time  of  life  is  gone,  it  is  impossible  that  we  should  ever  obtain 
Another  such  time«  All  opportunity  of  obtaining  eternal 
welfare  is  utterly  and  everlastingly  gone. 


SECT.  IL 

Reflections  on  Time  pas  I; 

You  haive  now  heard  of  the  preciousness  of  time ;  and  yoii 
sire  the  persons  concerned,  to  whom  God  hath  committed  tha(t 
precious  talent.  You  have  an  eternity  before  you.  'Wheii 
God  created  you,  and  gave  you  reasonable  souls,  he  made 
you  for  an  endless  duration,  tie  gave  you  time  here,  in 
order  to  a  preparation  for  eternity,  and  your  future  eternity 
depends  on  the  improvement  of  time. — Consider,  therefore,' 
tirhatt  you  have  done  with  your  past  time.  You  are  not  now 
beginning  your  time,  but  a  great  deal  is  past  aind  gone ;  and 
all  the  wit,  and  power,  and  treasure  of  the  universe,  cannot 
recover  it.  Many  of  you  may  well  conclude,  that  more 
than  half  of  your  time  is  gone ;  though  you  should  live  to 
the  ordinary  age  of  man,  your  glass  is  more  than  half  run ; 
and  it  may  be  there  are  but  few  sands  remaining.  ..Vour 
sun  is  past  the  meridian,  and  perhaips  just  setting,  or 
going  into  ain  everlasting  eclipse.  Consider,  therefore,  what 
liccount  you  can  give  of  your  iinprovement  of  past  time.  Ho# 
have  you  let  the  precious  golden  sands  of  your  glass  run  ? 

Every  day  that  you  have  enjoyed  has  been  precious ;  yea, 
your  moments  have  been  precious.  But  have  you  not  wasted 
your  precious  moments,*  your  precious  days,  yea,  your  pre- 
cious years?  If  you  should  reckon  up  bow  many  days  you 
have  lived,  what  si  sum  ^ould  there  be !  and  how  precious  hatb 
every  one  of  those  clays  been !  Consider,  therefore,  what  totf 
have  done  with  tbem.  What  is  become  of  them  aiU  7  Wbirt 
can  you  show  of  any  improvement  made,  or  good  done,  or  be- 
nefit obtained,  answerable  to  all  this  time  which  you  harve  liv^dl?^ 
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When  you  look  back,  and  search,  do  you  not  6nd  this  past 


of : 


r  Hv 


a  great  ti 


;  em|>t},  having  not  been  til\eS 


t  Mieasui 
up  with  any  good  improvement  ?     And  if  God,  that  Iiath  given 
you  your  time,  ehould  now  call  you  lo  an  account,  what  ac- 
count could  you  give  to  him. 

How  much  may  be  done  in  a  year !  how  much  good 
is  there  opportunity  to  do  in  such  a  space  of  time!  How 
much  service  may  peri^ons  do  for  God,  aad  how  much 
for  their  own  souls,  if  to  their  utmost  they  improve  Jl!  How 
much  may  be  done  in  a  day  !  But  what  have  you  done  in  eo 
many  days  and  years  that  you  haie  lived?  What  have  you 
done  with  the  whole  time  of  your  youth,  you  that  are  past 
your  youth  ?  What  is  become  of  all  that  precious  season  of  life  ? 
Hath  it  not  all  been  vain  to  you  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  as 
well  or  better  for  you,  if  all  that  time  you  had  been  asleep,  ot 
in  a  state  of  non-existence  ? 

You  have  had  much  time  of  leisure  and  freedom  from 
worldly  business  ;  coneidcr  to  what  purpose  you  have  spent 
it.  You  have  not  only  had  ordinary  time,  but  you  liare 
had  a  great  deal  of  holy  time.  What  have  you  done 
with  all  the  Sabbath-days  which  you  have  enjoyed  ?  Con- 
sider those  things  seriously,  and  let  your  own  consciences 
make  answer. 


■  IVho  an  ckiejly  deserving  of  refiroof  from  the  suhjtct  o^  Ihi 

preciousness   of  lime. 

How  little  IS  the  preciousness  of  time  coondered,  and 
how  little  sense  of  it  do  the  (greater  part  of  roankind  teem 
to  have!  and  to  how  little  good  purpose  do  many  spend  itieir 
time!  There  is  nothing  more  precious,  and  yet  nothing  of 
which  men  are  more  prodigal.  Time  ie  with^many,  as  stiver 
was  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  as  ike  stones  of 'ike  strui^  and 
nothing  accounted  of.  The^  act  as  if  time  were  ss  plvnly 
as  silver  was  then,  and  as  if  they  had  a  great  deal  more  llnii 
they  needed,  and  knew  not  what  to  do  with  it.  If  moD  were 
as  lavish  of  their  money  as  they  are  of  (heir  time ;  if  il  were  u 
common  a  thing  for  them  to  throw  away  their  money,  as  it  it 
for  them  to  throw  away  their  time,  we  should  think  them 
beside  themselves,  and  not  in  ihe  possession  of  ihctr  right 
minds.  Vet  time  is  a  thousand  limes  mora  precious  tbw 
money  ;  and  when  it  is  gone,  cannot  he  pmchatfd  for  monq^, 
cannot  be  redeemed  by  silver  or  gold. — There  arc  aeveni 
sorts  of  persops  who  are  reproved  by  this  doctrine,  wbom  1 
shall  parlrrutarly  niciilinn. 
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1.  Those  who  spend  a  great  part  of  their  time  in  idleness^ 
or  in  doing  nothing  that  turns  to  any  account,  either  for 
the  good  of  their  souls  or  bodies  ;  nothing  either  for  their  own 
benefit,  or  for  the  benefit  of  their  neighbour,  either  of  the 
family  or  of  the  body-politic  to  which  they  oelong.  There 
are  some  persons  upon  whose  hands  time  seems  to  lie  heavy, 
who,  instead  of  being  concerned,  to  improve  it  as  it  passes,  and 
taking  care  that  it  pass  not  without  making  it  their  own, 
act  as  if  it  were  rather  their  concern  to  contrive  ways  how 
to  waste  and  consume   it;  as  though  time,  instead  of  being 

Erecious;  were  rather  a  mere  incumbrance  to  them.  Their 
ands  refuse  to  labour,  and  rather  than  put  themselves 
to  it,  they  will  let  their  families  suffer,  and  will  suffer 
themselves:  Prov.  xix.  15.  *^  An  idle  soul  shall  suffer 
hunger/^  Prov.  xxii*  21.  ^^  Drowsiness  shall  clothe  a  man 
with  rags/^ 

Some  spend  much  of  their  time  at  the  tavern,  over  their 
cups,  and  in  wandering  about  from  house  to  house,  wasting 
away  their  hours  in  idle  and  unprofitable  talk  which  will 
turn  to  no  good  account :  Prov*  xiv.  23.  ^'  In  all  labour 
there  is  profit;  but  the  talk  of  the  lips  tendeth  only  to  poverty/' 
The  direction  of  the  apostle,  in  Eph.  iv.  28,  is,  that  we 
^  should  ^^  labour,  working  with  our  hands  the  thing  that  is  good, 
that  we  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth.^'  But  indolent 
men,  instead  of  gaining  any  thing  to  give  to  him  that  needeth,  do 
but  waste  what  they  have  already:  Prov.  xviii.  9.  ^^He  that 
is  slothful  in  his  work,  is  brother  to  him  that  is  a  great  waster/^ 

2.  They  are  reproved  by  this  doctrine  who  spend  their 
time  in  wickedness^  who  do  not  merely  spend  their  time  in 
doing  nothing  to  any  good  purpose,  but  spend  it  to  ill  purposes. 
Such  do  not  only  lose  their  time,  but  they  do  worse ;  with  it 
they  hurt  both  themselves  and  others^ — Time  is  precious,  as  we 
have  heard,  because  eternity  depends  upon  it.  By  the  improve- 
ment of  time,  we  have  opportunity  of  escaping  eternal  misery, 
and  obtaining  eternal  blessedness.  But  those  who  spend  their 
time  in  wicked  works,  not  only  neglect  to  improve  their  time 
to  obtain  eternal  happiness,  or  to  escape  damnation,  but  they 
spend  it  to  a  quite  contrary  purpose,  viz.  to  increase  their  eter- 
nal misery,  or  to  render  their  damnation  the  more  heavy  and 
intolerable. 

Some  spend  much  time  in  revelling,  and  in  unclean  talk 
and  practices,  in  vicious  company-keeping,  in  corrupting  and 
ensnaring  the  minds  of  others,  setting  bad  examples,  and  lead- 
ing others  into  sin,  undoing  not  only  their  own  souls,  but  the 
souls  of  others.  Some  spend  much  of  their  precious  time  in 
detraction  and  backbiting  ;  in  talking  against  others ;  in  con- 
tention,  not  only  quarrelling  themselves,  but  fomenting  and 
stirring  up  strife  and  contention.     It  would  have  been  well  for 
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some  men,  and  well  for  Iheir  ncighbourG,  if  ihey  liail  never  tiotJi! 
any  thing  at  all;  for  then  they  would  have  done  neilber  good 
nor  hurt.  But  now  Ihcy  have  done  a  great  deal  more  hurt  than 
they  have  done  or  ever  will  do  good.  There  are  some  personi 
whom  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  towns  where  iht-y  Ji»e, 
(o  have  been  at  the  chaise  of  maitilaintiig  (hetn  in  doing  no- 
thing, if  that  would  have  kepi  them  in  a  state  of  iniclivily. 

Those  who  have  spent  much  of  their  lime  in  wickednen, 
r  ihcy  shall  reform,  and  enter  upon  a  different  mode  of 
living,  will  find,  not  only  that  Ihey  have  wasted  the  past,  bnt  that 
they  have  made  work  for  their  remaining  time,  to  undo  what 
they  have  done.  How  will  many  men,  when  they  shnll  hive 
done  with  time,  and  shall  look  back  upon  their  past  lives,  wish 
that  they  had  had  no  time!  The  time  which  (hey  spend  on 
earth  will  be  worse  to  them  than  if  they  had  epeni  so  much  linw 
in  hell ;  for  an  eternity  of  more  dreadful  misery  in  bell  will  he 
the  fruit  of  their  time  on  earth,  as  Ihey  employ  it. 

3.  Those  are  reproved  by  this  doctrine,  who  sp^nd  (heJr 
lime  only  in  worldly  pursuits,  neglecting  their  souls.  Such 
men  lose  their  time,  let  them  be  ever  bo  diligent  in  their  worldly 
business ;  and  though  they  may  be  careful  not  lo  lei  any  of  jl 
pass  so,  hul  that  it  shall,  some  way  or  olher,  turn  to  their 
worldly  proiit.  They  that  improve  time  only  for  their  benefit 
in  time,  lose  it ;  because  time  was  not  given  for  ilGelf.  but  for 
that  everlasting  duration  which  succeeds  it. — They,  Ibcreforc, 
whose  time  is  taking  up  in  caring  and  labouring  for  the  worM 
only,  in  inquiring  what  they  shall  eal,  and  what  they  shall  driuk 
and  wherewithal  they  shall  be  clothed ;  in  ronlriving  to  lay  op 
for  themselves  treasures  upon  earth,  how  to  enrich  themseku, 
how  to  make  themselves  great  in  the  world,  or  how  to  U<re  in 
comfortable  and  pleasant  circumstances,  while  here:  who  bosy 
their  minds  and  employ  their  strength  in  these  things  only,  and 
the  stream  of  whose  afifections  is  directed  towards  these  things; 
they  lose  their  precions  time. 

Let  such  therefore,  as  have  been  guilly  of  (has  <{iendtitg 
their  time,  consider  it.  You  have  spent  a  great  pari  of  your 
time,  and  a  great  pari  of  your  strength,  in  getting  a  liltle  of 
the  world;  and  how  litlle  good  doth  it  nfforS  yoii.  now  yiw 
have  gotten  it!  What  happiness  or satisf iclioii  can  yoti  reap 
from  it?  will  it  give  you  peace  of  conscience,  or  any  rational 
quietness  or  comfort?  What  is  your  poor,  needy  pcrithiitt 
soul  the  better  for  it  1  and  what  better  prospects  doth  it  alTord 
you  of  your  approrching  eternity  ?  and  what  will  all  ' 
have  acquired  avail  you  when  time  shall  be  no  longer. 
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SECT.  IV. 
^n  Exhortation  to  improve  Time. 

Consider  what  hath  been  said  of  the  precionsness  of  time, 
how  much  depends  upon  it,  how  short  and  uncertain  it  i>,  how 
irrecoverable  will  it  be  when  gone.  If  yon  have  a  right  con- 
ception of  these  things,  you  will  be  more  choice  of  your  time 
than  of  the  most  tine  gold.  Every  hoir  and  moment  wilUeem 
precious  to  you. — But  besides  those  considerations  which  have 
been  already  set  before  you,  consider  also  the  following. 

I .  That  you  are  accountable  to  God  for  }our  time.  Time 
is  a  talent  given  gs  by  God  ;  he  hath  set  us  our  day ;  and  it 
is  not  for  nothing,  our  d^y  was  appointed  for  !<ome  work  ;  there- 
fore he  will,  at  the  day's  end,  call  us  to  an  accoimt.  We  must 
give  account  to  him  of  the  improvement  of  all  our  time.  We 
are  God's  servants  ;  as  a  servant  is  accountable  to  his  master, 
bow  he  spends  his  tinie  when  he  is  sent  forth  to  work,  so  are 
we  accountable  to  God.  if  men  would  arit^ht  consider  this, 
and  keep  it  in  mind,  would  they  not  improve  their  time  other- 
wise than  they  do  ?  Would  you  not  behave  otherwi^e  than  you 
do,  if  you  considered  with  yourselves  every  morning  that  you 
must  give  an  account  to  God«  how  you  shall  have  spent  that 
day  ?  and  if  you  considered  with  yourselves,  at  the  bct^in- 
ning  of  every  evening,  that  you  must  give  an  account  to  God, 
how  you  shall  h^ve  spent  that  evening  ?  Christ  hath  told  us, 
that  ^^  for  every  idle  word  which  men  speak,  they  nhali  give 
account  in  the  day  of  judgment,^'  Matt.  xii.  36.  How  well, 
therefore,  may  we  conclude,  that  we  must  give  an  account  of  all 
our  idle  mis-spent  time. 

2.  Consider  bow  much  time  you  have  lost  already.  For 
your  having  lost  so  much,  you  have  the  greater  need  of 
diligently  improving  what  yet  remains.  You  ought  to  mourn 
and  lament  over  your  lost  time;  but  that  is  not  all.  }oii  must 
apply  yourselves  the  more  diligently  to  improve  the  remaining 
part,  that  you  may  redeem  lost  time. — You  who  are  consi- 
derably advanced  in  life,  and  have  hitherto  spent  your  time 
in  vanities  and  worldly  cares,  and  have  lived  in  a  great  mea- 
sure negligent  of  the  interests  of  your  souls,  may  well  be  ter- 
rified |ind  amazf'd,  when  you  think  how  much  time  you  have 
lost  and  wasted  away. — In  that  you  have  lost  so  much  time,  you 
have  the  more  need  of  diligence,  on  three  accounts. 

(1.)  As  your  opportunity  is  so  much  the  shorter. — Your 
time  at  its  whole  length  is  short.  But  set  aside  all  that  you 
have  already  lost,  and  then  how  much  shorter  is  it !  As  to 
that  part  of  your  time  which  j  ~^  already  lost,  it  is  not 
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to  be  rerkoned  into  your  i 
anj  more  ;  and  it  is  no  bel 
had  been, 

(2,)  Yon  have  the  si 


.  for  that  will  nen 


I  worse  lo  JO 


I,  Ihan  if  it  I 


k  lo  do  rhal  you  had  at  6ni, 
and  thai  undr-r  iirester  dirticiillies.  Hi'herln  jou  have  done 
nothing  »r  all  of  your  work,  all  remaina  lo  be  done,  atid  ibst 
with  VHsllj  ^'■t-i'"-''  difficullie'*  and  0|ipOiiition  in  jour  wa_)  ihaa 
would  hale  bi'fti  if  you  had  set  about  it  seasonably.  So  (hat 
the  time  in  which  to  do  your  work  is  not  only  grown  shorter, 
bul  your  work  is  grown  t;reater.  You  nol  opily  have  the  i<tne 
work  to  do,  bul  you  have  morf  work  ;  for  while  you  hnve  1o4t 
your  lime,  yon  have  not  only  shor  ened  it,  bul  you  have  been 
making  work  for  yourselves.  How  well  may  this  consideration 
awaken  you  to  a  thorough  care,  nol  lo  let  things  run  on  in  this 
manner  any  longer,  and  rouse  you  up  immediately  to  apply 
yourselves  to  your  work  with  all  your  might  ? 

(3.)  Thai  is  the  best  of  your  lime  which  you  have  tott. 
The  fir^l  of  a  man^s  time,  after  he  come»  lo  the  exercise  of  his 
reason,  and  lo  be  capable  of  performing  his  work,  is  the  beat. 
You  have  lived  in  sin  till  past  your  youth,  have  lost  the  best 
part.  So  ihat  here  are  all  ihese  things  lo  be  considered  together, 
viz.  that  your  lime  in  the  whole  is  bul  short,  there  is  none  to 
Fpare  ;  a  great  pari  of  that  i<  gone,  so  ihul  it  is  berome  much 
ahurler;  Ihal  which  is  gone  \»  the  best  ;  yel  all  your  work  re- 
mains :  and  nol  only  bo,  but  with  greater  difScullieo  ihaii  ever 
before  altendid  it ;  and  the  shorter  your  time  is,  the  more  woric 
you  have  to  do. 

Whal  will  mnke  you  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  a  dihgent 
improvement  of  remaining  lime,  if  these  things  will  not  ?  Some- 
times «uch  cunsider-ilions  as  these  have  another  effect,  vi:,  to 
discounige  persmis,  and  lo  make  them  think,  that  seeing  tfaey 
have  lust  BO  much  lime,  it  is  not  worth  their  while  to  attempt 
to  do  any  thing  now.  The  devil  miikes  fools  of  them ;  for  when 
Ihej  are  young,  he  tells  them,  there  is  lime  enough  bereafter, 
there  is  no  need  of  being  in  ha«U',  it  will  be  better  seeking  mI> 
valion  heiciifter,  and  then  they  believe  him.  AlVefwards  «h«n 
their  youth  is  past,  he  tells  them,  that  now  they  have  loct  so 
much,  and  the  hesl  of  iheir  lime,  Ihat  it  is  not  worth  their  while 
to  attempt  lo  do  any  Ihing  ;  and  now  they  beliete  lum  too. 
So  thill  with  them  no  time  is  good.  The  season  of  youth  i*  not 
a  Kood  lime;  for  that  is  most  fii  for  pleasure  and  mirtlL  Md 
there  will  he  enough  aftiTwards ;  and  what  come*  aflcfWards  it 
nol  a  good  lime,  because  the  beat  of  it  is  gone.  Thus  are  tncD 
infatuated  and  ruined. 

But  whal  madness  U  it  for  persons  to  give  way  to  dt>cou< 
ragement.  so  as  to  neglect  their  work,  becauw  their  time  n 
short!  What  need  have  they  rather  to  awake  out  of  sleep, 
thoroughly  to  rouee  up  Ihcmselvcs,  and  to  be  in  good  eartwst. 
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that  if  possible  they  may  yet  obtain  eternal  life !  Peradvcnture, 
God  may  yet  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  truth,  that  they  may  be  saved.  Though  it  be  late  in  the 
day,  yet  God  calls  upon  you  to  rouse,  and  to  apply  yourselves 
to  your  work ;  and  will  you  not  hearken  to  his  counsel  in  this 
great  afiair,  rather  than  to  the  counsel  of  ;your  mortal  enemy? 

3.  Consider  how  time  is  sometimes  valued  by  those  who 
are  come  near  to  the  end  of  it.  What  a  sense  of  its  precious- 
tiess  have  poor  sinners  sometimes,  when  they  are  on  their 
death-beds  !  Such  have  cried  out,  O,  a  thousand  worlds  for 
an  inch  of  time  !  Then  time  appears  to  tht  m  indeed  precious. 
An  inch  of  time  could  do  them  no  more  good  than  before,  when 
they  were  in  health,  supposing  a  like  disposition  to  improve 
it,  nor  indeed  so  much :  for  a  man's  time  upon  a  death-bed  is 
attended  with  far  greater  disadvantage  for  such  an  improve- 
ment as  will  be  for  the  good  of  his  soul,  than  when  he  is  in 
health.  But  the  near  approach  of  death  makes  men  sensible 
of  the  inestimable  worth  of  time.  Perhaps*  when  they  were 
in  health,  they  were  as  insensible  of  its  value  as  you  are,  and 
were  as  negligent  of  it.  But  how  are  their  thoughts  altered 
DOW !  It  is  not  because  they  are  deceived,  that  they  think 
time  to  be  of  such  value,  but  because  their  eyes  are  opened ; 
and  it  is  becaut*e  you  are  deceived  and  blind,  that  you  do  not 
think  as  they  do. 

4.  Consider  what  a  value  we  may  conclude  is  set  upon 
time  by  those  who  are  past  the  end  of  it.  What  thoughts 
do  you  think  they  have  of  its  preciousness,  who  have  lost  all 
their  opportunity  for  obtaining  eternal  life,  and  are  gone  to 
hell  ?  Though  they  were  very  lavish  of  their  time  while  they 
lived,  and  set  no  great  value  upon  it,  yet  how  have- they 
changed  their  judgments!  How  would  they  value  the  oppor^ 
tunity  which  you  have,  if  they  might  but  have  it  granted  to 
them?  What  would  they  not  give  for  one  of  }oijr  days, 
under  the  means  of  grace! — -So  will  you,  first  or  last,  be  con- 
vinced. But  if  you  be  not  convinced  except  in  the  manner 
in  which  they  are,  it  will  be  too  late. 

There  are  two  ways  of  making  men  senf^ible  of  the  pre- 
ciousness  of  time.  One  is,  by  showing  them  the  reason  why 
it  must  be  precious,  by  telling  them  how  much  depends  on  it, 
how  short  it  is,  how  uncertain,  &c.  The  other  is  experience, 
wherein  men  are  convinced  how  much  depends  on  the  improve- 
ment  of  time.  The  latter  is  the  most  etfectual  way ;  for  that 
always  convinces,  if  nothing  else  doth.^-But  if  persons  be  not 
convinced  by  the  former  means,  the  latter  will  do  them  no  good. 
If  the  former  be  ineffectual,  the  latter,  though  it  be  certain, 
yet  is  always  too  late.  Experience  never  fails  to  open  the  eyes 
of  men,  though  they  were  never  opened  before.     But  if  they 
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be  6rst  npenpd   hy  that,  it  is  no  way  to  their  bene6t. 
^   ttiertfort;  be  (lerBUjJed  to  iin|nove  iheir  time  to  ibeir  i 


^ 
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\  ghall  conclude  with   advising  to  three  things   ia  | 
cular:— 

1.  lm|>rove  the  present  time  without  any  delaj.  If/Du 
delay  and  (lul  uli  its  improvement,  slill  more  lime  will  be  iMt; 
and  .1  will  be  an  eTidence  that  jou  are  lol  sensible  of  il»  pre- 
Giou«[ie!>s.  I'alk  iml  «rmore  cojiVeniei.t  seasons  he renfter  ]  but 
imjirove  your  lime  while  you  have  it,  after  llie  example  of  Oie 
P>alriiiHt,  I'-alm  cxix.  60.  "  (made  haste,  and  delayed  not  to 
keep  ihy  coiinnandmeuts." 

2.  Be  (specially  careful  to  improve  those  partt  of  lime 
whirl)  are  m'ltt  precious.  Though  all  time  is  very  precious, 
yet  8oim-  parts  are  more  precious  than  <itherB;  as  parti cularljr* 
holy  time  ia  more  precious  than  common  time.  Such  time  U 
of  ti;real  advantai^e  for  our  cverJaaling  welfare ;  therefore)  above 
all,  improve  your  Sa b bath >-,  and  esperially  the  lime  of  public 
worship,  whirh  is  the  moat  precious  |iart.  Lose  it  not  either  in 
sleep,  or  in  carelessness,  iimitenlimi,  and  waiideriug  imagina- 
tioiiK.  How  sottish  are  they  who  waste  away  not  only  ttmr 
common,  but  holy  lime,  yea,  thu  verv  season  of  ultendaDCe  on 
the  holy  ordinances  of  God  ! — The  time  of  youth  i»  preciout, 
on  many  acco<inls.  Tlierefore,  if  you  he  in  the  enjoyment  of 
this  lime,  lake  heed  ihat  you  improve  tl  Lei  not  the  precioa* 
days  and  years  of  youth  slip  away  without  improvement.  A 
time  of  the  strivings  of  God's  spirit  is  more  jireciaiis  than  other 
time.  Then  God  i*  near;  and  we  are  directed,  in  Isa.  tr.  6, 
"  To  seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  and  to  citU  upon  fain 
while  he  IS  tiear."  S'ich  cspec.ally  is  an  acr«pled  lime,  aod  ■ 
day  iif  sahalion  :  2  Cor.  »i.  2.  "I  have  heard  thcc  in  a  tilM 
acre)>led.  and  lu  a  day  of  ■salvation  have  I  siircourt'd  thee,  be- 
hold now  is  the  accepted  lime  ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  ul- 
Vation." 

3.  Improve  well  your  time  of  leisure  from  worldly  buiineM< 
Many  persons  have  a  i;;reat  deal  of  such  time,  and  all  baftf 
some.      If  men    be   bul   disposed  to  it,  surh  time  may  be  ia> 

!iroved  lo  great  advantage.  When  we  are  most  free  fromcaru 
or  the  body  anii  husiuo"  of  ;in  onlw:ird  n  itnre.  a  happy  op- 
piirtxnilx  for  the  ■ioul  h  afforded.     Therefore  spend  not  such  op- 

Corlnnitiei  nnproiitahly,  'lor  in  such  a  mnner  that  you  will  not 
e  able  to  give  a  i^nod  account  thereof  to  God.  Waste  tbeni 
L  awav  wholly  in  unprofitable  visits,  op  useless  diveraioiH  or 
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amusements.  Diversion  should  be  used  only  in  subserviency  to 
business.  So  much»  and  no  more  should  be  used,  as  doth  most 
fit  the  mind  and  body  for  the  work  of  our  general  and  particular 
callings. 

You  have  need  (o  improve  every  talent,  advantage,  and 
opportunity,  to  your  utmost,  while  time  lasts  ;  for  it  will  soon 
be  said  concerning  you,  according  to  the  oath  of  the  angel,  in 
Rev.  X.  5,  6,  ''  And  the  angel  which  I  saw,  stood  upon  the  sea 
and  upon  the  earth,  lifted  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  sware  by 
faim  that  Hveth  for  ever  and  ever,  who  created  heaven  and  the 
things  that  therein  are,  and  the  earth  and  the  things  that  there- 
in are,  and  the  sea  an^  the  things  which  are  therein,  That 
there  should  be  time  no  longer.^'* 


Vol.  VI.  *<3 


SERMON  XV. 


PROCRASTINATION ;   OR  THE  SIN  AND  FOIXT  OF  DEPEND- 
ING ON  FUTURE  TIME. 


Prov.  xxvii.  1 . 

Boast  not  thyself  of  to-morrow  ;  for  thou  knoaest  not  what  a 

day  ?7iay  bring  forth* 

The  desigD  of  the  wise  maD,  in  this  book  of  Proverbs  is, 
to  give  us  the  precepts  of  true  wisdom,  or  to  teach  us  how  to 
conduct  ourselves  wisely  in  the  course  of  our  lives.  Wisdom 
very  much  consists  in  making  a  wise  improvement  of  time, 
and  of  the  opportunities  we  enjoy.  This  is  often  in  scripture 
spoken  of  as  a  great  part  of  true  wisdom ;  as  Deut.  xxxii.  29. 
"  O  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  understood  this,  that  they 
would  consider  their  latter  end!"  And  Psalm  xc,  12,  'So, 
teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
unto  wisdom."  So  the  wisdom  of  the  wise  virgins  is  repre- 
sented as  consisting  much  in  this,  that  they  improved  the  pro- 
per season  to  buy  oil. 

Therefore  the  wise  man,  in  these  books  of  Proverbs  and 
Ecclesiastes,  agreeably  to  his  design,  insists  on  this  part  of 
wisdom.  He  tells  us  the  advantage  of  seeking  Christ  early ; 
Prov.  viii.  17.  And  advises  us  to  do  what  our  liand  findtth  to 
do^  with  our  might  ^  Eccles.  ix.  10.  He  advises  young  people 
to  remember  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth,  while 
the  evil  days  come  not,  in  which  they  shall  say  they  have  no 
pleasure;  Eccles.  xii.  1.  So  here  he  advises  us  to  a  wise 
improvement  of  the  present  season. — In  the  words  are  two 
things  to  be  particularly  observed. 

1 .  The  precept,  not  to  boast  of  to-morrow  ;  u  c.  not  to 
speak  or  act  as  though  it  were  our  own.     It  is  absurd  for  men 
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to  boast  of  that  which  is  not  theirs.  The  wise  man  would  not 
have  us  behave  ourselves  as  though  any  time  were  ours,  but 
the  present.  He  that  boasts  of  to-morrow,  acts  as  though  he  had 
to-morrow  in  his  possession,  or  had  something  whereby  he 
might  depend  on  it,  and  call  it  his  own. 

2.  The  reason  given  for  this  precept ;  for  thou  knowest  not 
what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  It  is  a  good  reason  why  we 
should  not  behav^  ourselves  as  though  the  morrow  were  our 
own,  that  indeed  it  is  hot ;  we  are  not  sure  of  it  \  we  have  no 
hold  of  future  time ;  we  know  not  whether  we  shall  see  the 
morrow :  or  if  we  do  know  that  we  shall  see  it,  we  know  not 
what  we  shall  see  on  it. — Hence,  we  ought  to  behave  ourselves 
every  day,  as  though  we  had  no  dependence  on  any  other. 


SECT.  1. 
Keedful  Precautions. 

To  prevent  a  misunderstanding  of  the  doctrine,  I  observe, 
that  it  is  not  meant^  that  We  should  in  every  respect  behave 
as  though  we  knew  that  we  shouldTnot  live  another  day.  Not 
depending  on  another  day,  is  a  different  thing  from  concluding, 
that  we  shall  not  live  another  day.  We  may  have  reason  for 
the  one,  and  not  for  the  other.  We  have  good  reason  not  to 
depend  on  another  day,  but  we  have  no  reason  to  conclude, 
that  we  shall  not  live  another  day. 

In  some  respects  we  ought  to  carry  ourselves  as  though  wc 
knew  we  should  not  live  another  day,  and  should  improve  every 
day  as  if  it  were  the  last.  Particularly,  wc  should  live  every 
day  as  conscientiously  and  as  holily  as  if  we  knew  it  were  the 
last.  We  should  be  as  careful  every  day  to  avoid  all  sin,  as  if 
we  knew  that  that  night  our  souls  should  be  required  of  us. 
We  should  be  as  careful  to  do  every  duty  which  God  requires 
of  us,  and  take  as  much  care  that  we  have  a  good  account  to 
give  to  our  Judge,  of  our  improvement  of  that  day,  as  if  we  con- 
cluded that  we  must  be  called  to  give  an  account  before  another 
day. 

But  in  many  other  respects,  we  arc  not  obliged  to  behave 
ourselves  as  though  we  concluded  that  we  should  not  live  to 
another  day.  If  we  had  reason  to  conclude  that  wc  should  not 
live  another  day,  some  things  would  not  be  our  duty  which  now 
are  our  duty.  As  for  instance,  in  such  a  case  it  would  not  be 
the  duty  of  any  person  to  make  provision  for  his  temporal  sub- 
sistence during  another  day :  to  neglect  which  as  things  now 
are,  would  be  very  imprudent  and  loolish,  as  the  conicqttmiccM 
would  show,  if  every  man  were  to  act  in  this  manner*  If  so, 
it  would  never  be  man^s  duty  to  plou((h  or  sow  the  fi'jid,  or 


^  to  lay  up  for  winler ;  but  these  things  are  man's  duty  ;  as  Ptot. 
\-yi.  0 — 8.  "Co  to  the  anl,  thou  sluggard :  consider  h^  ways,  utd 
be  wise  :  which  having  no  guide,  overBcer,  or  ruler,  providetb 
her  meat  in  the  eummcr,  and  gathercth  her  food  in  the  nairesL" 
And  chap.  x.  5,  &c.  "  He  that  galherelh  in  the  eammer  is 
a  wise  son  ;  but  he  thai  slecpeth  in  the  harvest,  is  a  son  thtt 
cailseth  shame."  And  many  other  places  might  be  mentioned. 
So.on  the  other  hand,  if  we  were  certain  that  we  sboald 
not  live  another  day,  some  things  would  be  our  duty  to-day. 
which  ROW  arc  not  so.  As  for  instance,  it  would  be  proper 
for  us  to  spend  our  time  in  giving  our  dying  couns«lt,  aad  ld 
setting  our  houses  in  order.  If  it  were  revealed  lo  us,  that 
we  should  die  before  to-morrow  morniDg,  we  ought  (o  look 
upon  it  as  a  call  of  God  to  us,  to  spend  the  short  remainder  of 
our  lives  in  those  things  which  immediately  concern  oat 
departure,  more  than  otherwise  it  would  be  our  duty  to  do. — 
Therefore  the  words  which  forbid  us  to  boast  of  lo-morroir, 
cannot  be  extended  so  far  as  to  signify,  that  we  ought  in  all 
respects  to  live,  as  if  we  knew  we  should  not  see  another  day. 
Yet  they  undoubtedly  mean,  that  we  ought  not  to 
ourselves  in  any  respect,  as  though  we  depended  on  i 
day. 


SECT.  II. 
The  Precept  explained. 


>  b^v^J 


Boasl  not  tlivsclf  of  to-morrow,  la  this  precept  two  Ibing) 
£ccm  to  be  forbidden. 

1.  Boasting  ourselves  of  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow,  or 
behaving  ourselves  as  though  we  depended  oo  particular 
things  to  come  to  pasa  in  this  world,  in  aomc  future  time 
As  when  men  behave  themselves  as  though  tliey  depended 
on  being  rich,  or  promoted  to  honour  hereafter;  or  as  [bough 
they  were  sure  of  accomplishing  any  particular  design  another 
day.  So  did  the  rich  man  in  the  gospel,  when  he  did  not 
only  promise  himself,  that  he  should  live  many  years,  but 
promised  himself  also,  that  be  should  be  rich  many  yean. 
Hence  he  said  to  his  soul,  that  "he  had  much  goods  laid  up  for 
many  years." 

And  if  men  act  as  though  Ihey  depended  upon  tt,  that 
they  should  another  day  accomplish  such  and  Buch  things 
for  their  souls,  then  may  they  be  said  to  boast  thcmselvee  of 
to-morrow,  and  not  to  behave  tliemselves  as  though  they  d«. 
pended  on  no  other  day.  As  when  they  behave  thenuelvaa, 
as  though  they  depended  upon  it,  that  they  should  at  another 
day  have  such  and  such  advanlaees  for  the  cood  of  tl    ' 
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that  they  shoald  at  aootber  day  have  the  striTingt  of  (iod'i 
spirit;  that  they  should  at  aoother  day  find  themselves  dis- 
posed to  be  thorough  in  seeking  their  salvation ;  that  they 
should  at  another  day  have  a  more  convenient  season;  and 
that  God  at  another  dav  would  stand  read%  to  hear  their 
prayers,  and  show  them  mercy. 

Or  if  they  act  as  thou^  they  depended  upon  it  that  tbej 
should  have  considerable  opportunity  on  a  death-bed  to  seek 
mercy ;  or  whatever  they  promise  themselves  should  cooe  to 
pass  respecting  them  in  thi«  world,  if  they  act  as  depeadiag 
on  it,  they  boast  themselves  of  to-morrow. 

3.  Another  thing  implied,  b  our  boasting  of  futiire  tioie 
itself,  or  acting  as  thou^  we  depended  on  it.  that  we  shoirid 
have  our  lives  continued  to  us  another  day.  Not  only  is 
the  command  of  God  delivered  in  the  text  transgressed  by 
those  who  behave  themselves  as  depending  iifHiii  it,  thati  thef 
shall  see  and  obtain  such  and  such  things  Civmorvaw ;  but  Iht 
those  who  act  as  depending  upon  it,  that  chey  ^uUl  remsia  in 
being  in  this  world  to-morrow. 

Both  these  ways  of  boasting  'it'  riK^omw  ice  pepmipeft 
by  the  apostle  James,  chap,  iv,  IX,  '^Gn  ^a  iiow,.  ^  iMC  wp^ 
To«day  or  to-morrow  we  wiU  ^  ioco  -Hjw.h  ^  city,  and  <sanxkai» 
there  a  year,  and  buy  and  selK  and  t^  ^n^"  hf  j^tnmmmf 
themselves  that  they  shall  do  ^uch  aiid  .^leh  rhiiiis»..  mut  tIMl 
they  shall  get  gain,  they  boa^^  thetxmei^fts  m'  wtMC  ^ImA  ^Jim^ 
to  pass  in  such  a  time.  The  apostk  lA  the,  ne^,  ^«mt:  :veii^)u«f 
them,  that  they  ought  not  to  do  ihiti.  ai>  Of^r  ^  mu*fkt  ^  tif^MifHl 
upon  seeing  another  day,  or  m¥  b»-tMe  ehitvir  ifj^^  lAfhiimiUvti 
ver.  14.  "Whereas  ye  kn«>w  r^/  wt«*^.  *d«*i;j  to  \«*i  <M:  *uv»f  c^m»  > 
For  what  is  your  life  ^  it  U  *:'i*^  ^  >«4«vw  ^Ui^  .%^»p4:iMMb 
for  a  little  time,  and  then  r^LXt^tii^jb  vw^^'''  Ai*^  h^  »«ar>  1^, 
be  teaches  os  that  botit  «f^  ^uofrtruiKii  iit0<i  d<t)|iii:i«<krtit  iti  44i*i 

will   of  God,   Tf7«      H'tMiirtrr    V>t  dtitkU    iri*:  4tiHKii«3f  iUl.  IftUd    il 

we  do,  whether  such  and  ^•^:1»  i^*t^  «titsi!i  ^.iHui  ;v  |>ftfi«« 
^'For  that  you  ought  to  «ay.  %i  tbtt  ly^4  i^dJ,  v^*:  Au^  live, 
and  do  this  or  that.^  Thttr^.Un^  ^^  aiddf  Ui  v  t>r^  1^,  "  J&ut 
now  you  rejoice  in  yoor  bo4ftir«$^:  ^t  buiii  j^ioHiij^  ifc  i^vil.'' 


ff%^  men  ac(  a$  ih/Mgh  iivey  dep4.iid  <m  m»A4lur  da^* 

1.  They  will  do  so,  if  tbey  £^<  iluir  hujkri$  oo  the  en- 
joyments of  this  life.  I  mean  liot,  if  tbe>  have  any  manner 
of  affection  to  them.  We  oiay  iiave  Mnae  aflection  to  thtfi 
enjoyments  of  this  worid :  odMUwis**  tt>ey  would  cease  to  bi^ 
enjoyments.     If  we  might  have  no  degree  of  refoicimt  it^  thrm. 
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dence,  thejr  would  not  be  frustrated,  or  would  not  be  over- 
whelmed by  their  frustration.  If  they  be  very  much  sunk, 
and  the  comfort  of  their  lives  be  destroyed  by  it,  it  shows  that 
those  temporal  enjoyments  were  too  much  the  foundation  on 
which  their  comfort  stood.  That  which  makes  a  building 
totter,  and  threatens  its  destruction,  is  not  the  taking  away  of 
some  of  the  exterior  parts  of  the  superstructure,  but  the  re- 
moval of  some  considerable  part  of  the  foundation  on  which  the 
bouse  stands. 

2.  If  men  are  proud  of  their  worldly  circumstances^  it 
shows  that  they  have  a  dependence,  on  to-morrow;  for  no 
man  would  think  it  worth  his  while  to  vaunt  himself  in  that 
which  is  to  be  depended  on  only  for  a  day.  Though  a  man 
have  a  great  estate  to-day,  he  will  not  be  puiTed  up  with 
it,  unless  he  depend  upon  having  it  to-morrow.  A  man  who 
hath  no  dependence^  out  that  he  may  to-morrow  be  in  the 
grave,  where  the  small  and  great  are  upon  a  level,  Job  iii.  19, 
will  not  be  much  lifted  up  with  his  advancement  to  a  post  of 
honour. 

That  person  will  not  be  proud  of  his  rich  and  fine  clothes, 
who  is  sensible  that  he  may  be  stripped  by  death  to-morrow, 
and  sent  out  of  the  world,  as  he  came  naked  into  it.  He  will 
not  to-day  be  very  proud  of  his  personal  beauty,  who  hath  no 
dependence  on  escaping  to-morrow  that  stroke  of  death  which 
will  mar  all  his  beauty,  and  make  that  face  which  he  now 
thinks  so  comely,  appear  ghastly  and  horrid;  when  instead 
of  a  ruddy  and  florid  countenance,  there  will  be  the  blood 
settled,  cold  and  congealed,  the  flesh  stifi*  and  clayed,  the 
teeth  set,  the  eyes  fixed  and  sunk  into  the  head.  Nor  will  he 
to-day  very  much  aflcct  to  beautify  and  adorn  with  gaudy 
and  flaunting  apparel,  that  body  concerning  which  he  is  sen- 
sible that  it  may  be  wrapped  in  a  winding-sheet  to-morrow,  to 
be  carried  to  the  grave,  there  to  rot,  and  be  covered  and  filled 
with  worms. 

3.  When  men  envy  others  their  worldly  enjoyments,  their 
wealth,  tlieir  worldly  ease,  or  their  titles  and  high  places. — 
their  sensual  pleasures,  or  any  of  their  worldly  circumstances 
— it  shows,  that  they  set  their  hearts  on  the  things  of  the 
world ;  and  that  they  are  not  sensible  that  these  things  are 
not  to  be  depended  upon  for  another  day.  If  they  were,  they 
would  not  think  them  worth  their  envy.  They  would  appear 
so  worthless  in  their  eyes,  that  they  would  not  care  who  had 
them,  nor  who  went  without  them. — So  when  they  con- 
tend about  worldly  possessions  and  enjoyments*  (as  almost 
all  the  contentions  that  are  in  the  world  are  about  these  things,) 
it  shows  that  they  have  dependence  on  to-morrow  ;  otherwise 
they  would  not  think  the  enjoyments  of  the  world  worth 
contending  about.    They  would  be  very  much  of  the  temper 
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recommended  by  Jesus  Christ,  Matt.  v.   40.   "  He  that  wiJl 
sue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy 

cloak  also." 

4.  Men  behave  themselves  as  if  they  depended  on  anotber 
day,  when  they  rest  at  ease  to-day,  in  a  condition  out  of  which 
they  must  be  delivered  before  they  die.  When  a  man's  mind 
is  at  rest,  there  is  something  that  he  rests  in  :  it  must  have 
some  foundation,  either  real  or  imaginary.  But  if  the  nian  be 
in  a  condition  from  which  he  is  sensible  he  must  some  time  or 
other  be  delivered,  or  be  undone,  it  is  impossible  that  he 
should  rest  in  the  thoughts  of  remaining  in  his  condition  always, 
and  never  being  delivered  from  it :  for  no  man  is  willing  to  be 
ruined  ;  no  man  can  rest  in  that  which  he  conceives  to  be  con- 
nected with  his  own  misery  and  undoing. — Therefore,  if 
he  rests  in  such  a  condition  for  the  present,  it  must  be  on 
a  supposition,  that  he  shall  be  delivered  from  it.  If  he  rest  in 
it  to  day,  it  must  be  because  he  depends  on  being  delivered 
another  day,  and  therefore  depends  on  seeing  another  day. 

We  in  this  land  generally  profess,  that  as  we  are  by  na- 
ture sinful,  we  are  exposed  to  eternal  death,  and  that  there- 
fore there  is  a  necessity  that  wc  get  out  of  a  natural  condition 
some  time  before  we  die.  And  those  among  us  who  are  sen- 
sible that  they  have  never  passed  through  any  such  change  as 
in  scripture  is  called  a  being  bom  again,  though  they  be  not 
sufficiently  convinced  that  there  is  any  such  place  as  hell,  yet 
have  a  kind  belief  of  it  ;  at  least  they  do  not  conclude,  that 
there  is  no  such  place,  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  sensible 
that  it  would  be  dreadful  to  die  unconverted.  Therefore,  if 
they  be  in  a  considerable  degree  of  ease  and  quietness  in  their 
condition,  it  must  be  because  they  have  a  dependence  on  being 
delivered  out  of  such  a  condition  some  time  before  they  die* 

In  as  much  as  they  are  easy,  remaining  in  such  a  condition 
to-day,  without  any  prospect  of  present  deliverance,  it  shows 
plainly  that  they  depend  on  another  day.  If  they  did  not,  they 
could  have  no  quietness  in  their  spirits ;  because,  if  there  be 
no  grounds  of  dependence  on  any  further  opportunity,  then 
what  they  are  exposed  to,  by  missing  the  opportunity  which 
they  have  to-day,  is  infinitely  dreadful. — Persons  who  arc 
secure  in  their  sins,  under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  unless  they  be 
deceived  with  a  false  hope,  arc  generally  so,  because  they 
boast  themselves  of  to-morrow.  They  depend  on  future  op- 
portunity ;  thev  flatter  themselves  with  hopes  of  living  long 
in  the  world ;  they  depend  on  what  shall  come  to  pass  here- 
after; they  depend  on  the  fulfilment  of  their  good  intentions  as 
to  what  they  will  do  at  a  more  convenient  season. 

5.  Men  behave  themselves  as  those  who  depend  on  ano- 
ther day,  when  they  neglect  any  thing  to-day  which  must  bt 
done  before  they  die.     If  there  be  any  thing  which  is  absolutely 
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necessary  to  be  done  some  time  before  death,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  it  be  sufficiently  declared  and  shown  to  the  person  for 
whom  it  is  thus  necessary ;  if  he  neglect  setting  about  it  imme- 
diately, sincerely,  and  with  all  his  might,  certainly  it  carries 
this  face  with  it,  that  the  man  depends  upon  its  being  done 
hereafter,  and  consequently  that  he  shall  have  opportunity  to 
do  it. — Because,  as  to  those  things  which  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  be  done,  there  is  need,  not  only  of  a  possibility  of  a 
future  opportunity ;  but  of  something  which  is  to  be  depended  on, 
some  good  ground  to  conclude  that  we  shall  have  future  oppor- 
tunity; therefore,  whoever  lives  under  the  gospel,  and  does 
not  this  day  thoroughly  reform  his  life,  by  casting  away 
every  abomination,  and  denying  every  lust — and  doth  not  ap- 
ply himself  to  the  practice  of  the  whole  of  his  duty  towards 
God  and  man,  and  begin  to  make  religion  his  main  business — 
he  acts  as  one  who  depends  on  another  day ;  because  he  is 
abundantly  taught  that  these  things  must  be  done  before  ho 
dies. 

Those  who  have  been  seeking  salvation  for  a  great  while, 
in  a  dull,  insincere,  and  slightly  manner,  and  find  no  good 
effect  of  it,  have  abundant  reason  to  conclude,  that  some  time 
before  they  die,  they  must  not  only  seek,  but  strive  to  enter  in 
at  the  strait  gate,  and  must  be  violent  for  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  :  and  therefore,  if  they  do  not  begin  thus  to-day,  they 
act  as  those  who  depend  on  another  day.  So  those  who  have 
hitherto  lived  in  the  neglect  of  some  particular  known  duty, 
whether  it  be  secret  prayer,  or  paying  some  old  debt,  which 
they  have  long  owed  to  their  neighbour — or  the  duty  of  con- 
fessing some  fault  to  a  brother  who  hath  aught  against  them, 
or  of  making  restitution  for  some  injury — they  act  as  those  who 
depend  on  another  day. 

6.  Men  behave  themselves  as  though  they  depended  on 
another  day,  if  they  do  that  to-day  which  some  time  or  other 
must  be  undone.  There  arie  many  things  done  by  men  which 
must  be  undone  by  them.  They  must  go  back  again  from 
the  way  which  they  have  gone,  or  they  are  ruined  to  all  eter- 
nity. Therefore,  in  doing  these  things,  they  act  as  those  who 
depend  on  future  opportunity  to  undo  them  :  As  when  a  man 
cheats  or  defrauds  bis  neighbour  in  any  thing,  he  acts  as  one 
that  boasts  of  to-morrow  :  for  he  must  undo  what  he  doth  be- 
fore he  dies  ;  he  must  some  time  or  other  make  restitution,  Qr 
divine  justice,  which  oversees  all  things,  and  governs  the  whole 
world,  and  will  see  to  it  that  right  be  done,  will  not  let  go  its 
hold  of  him. 

So  when  men  hearken  to  temptation,  and  yield  to  the 
solicitations  of  their  lusts  to  commit  any  sin,  they  act  as  those 
who  depend  on  another  day.  They  do  what  jnust  be  undone. 
What  they  then  do  must  be  undone  bv  heartv  and  thorough 
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repentance  or  Ihey  are  rui 
have  been  seeking  sal- 
guilty  of  backsliding,  an 
been  put  lo  the  plough, 
unothcr  day.  For  what 
time  or  other;  they  must 
niid  have  all  their  work 
must  be  undone  in  this  ' 
Ijc  no  undoing  of  them  : 
but  never  can  be  undone. 


Ined  and  loM  Jbr  ever.  So  if  pciToos 
lion  for  a  time,  and  afterwards  arc 
id  turn  hack  after  Iheir  hands  hare 
,  Ihcy  act  as  those  who  depend  oo 
they  now  do,  Ihey  must  undo  mtoc 
go  back  again  from  Iheir  backslidJi^. 
to  do  over  again.  And  these  ihingf 
«orld,  while  men  Vive;  for  there  will 
ifterwards ;  they  may  he  Eu6ered  for, 


IVh;,  » 


'light  not  lo  boast  of  To-morraw. 


1  come  now  to  show,  why  we  ought  not  lliae  to  boast 
uuiactves  of  to-morrow ;  but  on  Ihe  contrary,  to  behave  our- 
selves every  day  as  though  we  had  no  dependence  on  another. 
And  there  is  this  plain  and  suRicient  reason  for  it,  xi:. 
That  we  have  no  grounds  of  dependence  on  another  day.  We 
have    neither  any    foundation    to    depend    upon    sowing   uty 

E articular  things  come  to  pass  another  day,  which  we  may 
ope  or  wish  for,  nor  upon  enjoying  another  day  in  Ilu9 
world.  We  have  nothing  for  a  foundation  of  depcnd?ncp  ibal 
we  shall  not  be  in  elernify  befnre  to-morrow,  ub  botli  re««)n 
and  experience  show.  We  have  no  promise  of  God  that  wc 
sliall  ever  see  another  day.  We  are  in  God's  hands ;  our  lives 
are  in  his  hands  ;  he  hath  set  our  bounds ;  the  number  of  our 
months  and  days  are  with  him  ;  nor  hath  he  told  ihem  (o  m. 
Wc  see  that  the  life  of  man  at  longest  is  very  short,  and  nothing 
is  more  uncertain  ;  and  it  is  a  thing  universal  amono  mnD- 
kind,  that  Ihey  know  not  Ihe  day  of  their  death.  VVc  tec 
that  great  natural  abilities,  and  sharpness  of  wit,  and  clearnctt 
of  discernment,  do  not  help  to  any  discovery  in  this  mader. 
Wise  men  are  as  uncertain  of  the  term  of  their  lives  a.* 
others. 

There  arc  so  many  ways  and  means  whereby  ihe  livca  of 
men  come  lo  an  end,  that  no  circumstaiices  in  which  n  nMu 
can  be  are  any  security  lo  him  from  dl^p^.  That  it  it  but  a 
very  little  while  till  to-morrow,  is  no  good  ground  of  depen- 
dence that  we  shall  live  till  ihen.  We  see  Ibat  dealm  u  | 
■rudden  as  our  dying  before  to-morrow  morning,  »re  comtnon 
in  the  world.  Wc  very  often  stc  or  bear  of  sudden  dealti»- 
How  many  suddenly  in  a  few  minutes,  pass  from  a  atatc  of 
health  to  a  state  of  death,  in  the  day-time,  by  several  Lindt  of 
dtsciisc,  which  give  no  warning  of  their  approach,  and  b« 
many  unfnros'.'en  nccideuls !     How  muny  go  lo  slcrp,  in  liealtli. 
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and  are  found  dead  in  their  beds  in  the  morning!  So  that  our 
present  health  is  no  good  ground  of  dependence  that  we  shall 
live  to  see  another  day. — That  persons  are  now  in  youth,  is  no 
good  ground  of  dependence  upon  another  day:  for  sudden 
unexpected  deaths  are  common  even  among  those  who  are  in 
the  bloom  of  youth.  Nor  is  it  any  ground  of  dependence  in 
this  case,  that  a  man  is  of  a  more  than  ordinary  healthy  and 
strong  constitution.  It  is  found  by  experience,  that  such  are 
liable  to  sudden  death  as  well  as  others  :  Job  xxi.  23.  '^  One 
dieth  in  his  full  strength.  His  breasts  are  full  of  milk,  and 
his  bones  are  moistened  with  marrow." 

That  persons  have  already  lived  to  see  a  great  many  days, 
and  that  after  they  had  been  often  in  times  past  told  that  they 
were  uncertain  of  any  future  time ;  or  that  persons  have  a 
strong  desire  to  live  longer:  or  that  they  arc  now  very  unpre- 
pared for  death,  both  on  temporal  and  spiritual  accounts ;  is 
DO  ground  of  dependence  on  the  future.  Death  tarries  for  no 
man,  but  comes  when  and  to  whom  he  is  sent,  and  strikes  the 
deadly  blow,  whether  the  man  be  prepared  or  not.  That  men 
have  been  very  useful  in  their  day,  and  that  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  their  families  and  neighbours  that  they  should 
live  longer,  is  no  ground  of  dependence.  The  most  useful 
men  are  often  cut  down  by  death,  in  the  midst  of  their  useful- 
ness. The  same  may  be  said,  though  we  cannot  see  which 
way  death  should  come  at  us  before  to-morrow.  To  how 
many  accidents,  to  how  many  diseases  are  we  liable  which 
may  prove  fatal  before  to-morrow,  which  yet  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  foresee !  So  if  we  be  very  careful  of  our  lives,  and 
our  health,  not  to  expose  ourselves  to  any  dangers,  still  this 
is  no  ground  of  dependence  as  to  any  future  time.  Death 
comes  in  many  ways  which  were  not  thought  of.  Men 
foresee  not  the  means  of  their  death,  any  more  than  the  fish 
securely  swimming  in  the  water  foresee  the  net,  or  the  bird 
that  securely  feeds  upon  the  bait  sees  the  snare.  It  is  as  the 
wise  man  observes,  in  Eccies.  ix.  12.  ^^  For  man  also  knoweth 
not  his  time:  as  the  fishes  that  are  taken  in  an  evil  net,  and 
as  the  birds  that  are  caught  in  the  snare ;  so  are  the  sons  of 
menr  snared  in  an  evil  time,  when  it  falleth  suddenly  upon 
them." 


Scriou$  Inqvirits. 

1  shall  improve  this  doctrine,  by  putting  jou  upon  r 
ing  yourselves,  whether  you  do  not  boast  youreelvcs  of  lo-nor- 
row,  or  whether  you  do  not  live  in  auch  a  manner  as  yoo 
would  not,  were  It  not  Ibat  you  depend  on  future  time  and  fu« 
ture  opportunity  in  the  world.  Would  not  your  behaviour  be 
very  ditferent  from  what  it  now  is,  if  you  every  day  lived  and 
acted  without  any  dependence  on  seeing  one  day  more?  Voa 
cannot  but  acknowledge  it  (o  be  most  reasonable,  that  yoi 
should  live  and  act  thus,  Vou  cannot  but  own,  that  you  bavt! 
no  good  ground  of  dependence  on  another  day  ;  and  therefore 
that  you  cannot  act  wisely  any  otherwise  than  in  acting  as  one 
who  halh  no  dependence  on  any  such  thing.  Therefore  in- 
quire whether  you  act  wisely  and  reasonably  in  Ihia  respect.   - 

1 .  Do  you  not  set  your  hearts  much  more  on  this  world,  tban 
you  would,  if  you  had  no  dependence  on  the  morrow  1  U  not 
the  language  of  the  rich  man  in  the  gospel,  the  secret  lan- 
gfuage  of  your  hearts?  "Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up 
tor  many  years,"  &c.  Is  not  this  the  language  of  your  hearts,  with 
respect  to  what  you  have  gotten  already;  which  makei  yon 
place  your  happiness  so  much  in  it?  And  with  respect  to  wlat 
of  the  world  you  arc  seeking  and  pursuing,  is  il  not  with  a  de- 
pendence on  enjoying  it  for  a  great  while,  when  you  ^hall  hate 
•ibtaincdit?  Are  not  your  lands  and  other  possessions  which 
you  have  gotten,  or  are  about  to  get,  in  your  own  imaeina- 
tion,  yours  for  a  great  while  ?  Would  your  mind  ho  so  filled 
with  thoughts  and  cares  about  these  thing*,  so  m«ch  to  the  d- 
elusion  of  another  world  ?  Would  you  lay  yourselves  underw 
great  disadvantages  for  your  soul's  good,  by  involving  youreelret 
in  worldly  cares;  if  you  had  no  dependence  on  having  aoy 
thing  to  do  with  these  things  for  more  than  the  present  d*V  ? 
If  you  did  not  depend  on  considerable  more  time  in  the  world, 
would  your  inquiry  be  so  much,  What  shall  wc  eat,  and 
what  shall  we  drink, and  wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed! 
and  so  little,  How  shall  we  make  our  calling  and  elcclioo  lurc; 
how  shall  we  be  assured  that  we  are  upon  a  good  fouixlatwo 
for  another  world,  and  that  we  are  in  such  a  stale,  tbftt  destti 
cannot  hurt  us  ?  How  Ehall  we  be  sure  ihut  we  are  i««dT  to 
appear  before  the  judgment-seat  of  a  heart  searching  Godt 
IVould  there  he  so  much  o(  your  time  spent  in  laying  up  trM- 
sure  on  earth — and  so  little  in  Iayii>g  up  irritsurc  in  heavca 
that  you  might  have  store  against  the  day  of  death — were  il  not 
that  you  put   death  at  a  distance?     Would  you  be  to  noch 
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raised  at  your  temporal  prosperity,  and  so  much  sunk  when 
you  meet  with  crosses  and  disappointments  in  jour  worldly  af- 
fairs, if  you  did  not  think  that  continuance  in  the  world  is  to 
be  depended  on  for  more  days  than  the  present  f  Let  those 
who  very  muoh  aflect  to  adorn  their  bodies  in  gaudy  apparel, 
inquire  whether  'hey  would  think  it  worth  their  while  to  spend 
so  much  time  to  make  themselves  fine,  and  to  set  thrmselves 
forth  as  gayer  than  others,  if  they  really  had  no  dependence 
that  their  bodies  would  be  preserved  one  day  longer  from  being 
clasped  in  the  cold  arms  of  death  ? 

2.  Inquire  whether  you  would  not  much  less  meddle  with 
the  concerns  of  others,  and  be  much  more  employed  with  your 
own  hearts,  if  each  day  you  had  no  dependence  on  living  ano- 
ther day.  If  you  were  sensible  that  you  had  no  other  day  to 
depend  upon  than  this,  you  would  be  sensible  that  you  had 
great  affairs  of  your  own  to  attend  to.  You  would  find  a  great 
deal  of  business  at  home  between  God  and  your  own  soul ;  and 
considering  that  you  cannot  depend  on  another  day,  it  would 
seem  to  you  that  you  have  but  a  short  time  in  which  to  do  it, 
and  that  therefore  you  have  need  to  be  much  en^ai^ed.  You 
would  say  as  Christ  did,  I  must  work  while  the  day  lasts,  for  the 
night  Cometh,  wherein  no  man  can  work.  You  would  find  so 
much  to  be  done,  and  so  much  difficulty  in  doing  it,  that  you 
would  have  little  leisure,  and  little  heart  to  intermeddle  with 
the  business  of  others.  Your  business  would  be  confined  to  a 
much  narrower  compass.  You  would  have  so  much  to  do  at 
home  in  your  closets,  and  with  your  own  hearts,  that  you 
would  find  no  occasion  to  go  abroad  for  intermeddling  business 
to  fill  up  your  time. 

But  the  truth  is,  men  conceive  of  a  great  deal  of  time 
which  they  have  to  be  filled  up,  and  hence  they  want  buttiness  : 
they  depend  on  to-morrow,  and  the  day  following,  and  next 
month,  and  next  year,  yea  many  years  to  come.  When  they 
are  young  they  depend  on  living  to  be  middle-aged,  and  when 
middle-aged  they  depend  on  old  age,  and  always  put  far  away 
the  day  of  death.  Let  them  be  young  or  old,  there  always 
seems  to  them  to  be  a  great  vacancy  between  them  and  death ; 
hence  they  wander  to  and  fro  for  business  to  fill  up  that  vacan- 
cy.— Whereas  if  they  were  sensible  of  the  uncertainty  of  life 
they  would,  in  the  first  place,  make  sure  of  their  own  business ; 
the  business  of  their  own  precious  immortal  souls  would  be 
done,  before  they  would  attend  much  to  the  business  of  other 
people.  They  would  have  no  desire  or  disposition  to  concern 
themselves  with  every  private  quarrel  which  breaks  out  in  the 
neighbourhood.  They  would  not  think  it  much  concerned 
them  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  to  pass  their  censure  on 
the  affair.  They  would  find  something  else  to  do,  than  to  set 
by  the  hour  together,  discussing  and  censuring  the  conduct  of 
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We  seldom,  if  ever,  ^ee  men  nho  arc  upon  sick-beds,  ami 
look  upon  themselves  very  dangerous  ly  sick,  disposed  to 
spend  their  time  in  this  manner ;  and  the  reason  is,  thai  ihty 
look  upon  it  doubtful,  whether  they  shall  live  long.  Tbey  do 
not  so  much  as  others,  depend  on  much  time  to  spore; 
hence  their  minds  are  taken  up  more  about  their  own  Boub' 
concerns,  than  about  the  concerns  of  others  So  it  would 
be  with  persona  in  health,  if  their  health  did  not  oiake  tbcm 
depend  on  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  world. 

3.  If  you  each  day  depend  on  no  other  but  the  present, 
would  you  not  engage  and  interest  yourselves  much  less  in 
party  designs  and  schemes,  than  you  are  now  wont  to  do  t 
Among  a  people  divided  into  two  parlies,  as  this  town  halb  been 
for  a  long  time,  there  is  commonly  much  done  by  Ihc  parlizons 
in  forming  schemes  of  opposition  to  one  another.  There 
is  always  a  strife,  who  shall  get  their  wills  and  carry  their 
point.  This  often  engages  them,  if  not  in  open  quarrels,  in 
secret  intrigues.  That  there  is  so  much  done  in  (he^e  things, 
is  a  certain  evidence  that  they  boast  themselves  of  to<morrow, 
and  put  death  at  a  distance. 

Men  would  certainly  find  themselves  very  rnncb  iadisposed 
fo  such  things,  if  they  were  so  sensible  of  the  unccrtaintj 
of  life,  as  to  depend  on  no  other  day  than  the  present.  It 
is  therefore  very  proper,  that  you  should  examine  yourselves 
in  this  particular,  al  this  time.  If  you  really  depended  oD 
no  other  day  than  the  present,  would  your  hearts  be  so  mudi 
engaged  in  strife  between  two  parties,  as  they  oflcn  are  ' 
Would  your  spirits  be  so  oAcn  raised  and  ruffled.  Would 
jou  go  about  with  so  much  prejudice  against  sucb  »nd  mcb 
men :  harbouring  so  much  of  the  old  leaven,  which  so  often 
breaks  out  in  heats  of  spirit ;  and,  as  an  old  sore  which  wai 
skinned  over,  but  not  cured,  sets  to  raging,  witha  touch,  which 
would  not  have  hurl  sound  flesh?  Commonly  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  strife  between  two  parties,  there  is  a  fjreal  deal 
of  envy.  When  any  wlio  belong  to  one  of  the  parlies  seem  to 
prosper,  the  other  parly  will  envy  them ;  it  is  a  gricvoiu 
thing  to  Ihem.  So  tliere  is  also  much  contempt  ;  wben  oocof 
the  parties  gels  the  ascendant  a  little  over  the  other,  iher  MC 
ready  to  make  the  utmost  improvement  of  it,  sad  to  iHuh  (he 
other  party. — And  there  is  commonly  in  such  casea  a  great 
deal  of  mutual  secret  reproach.  When  those  of  one  party  gd 
together,  then  is  tho  time  to  inveigh  against  those  of  Ibc  olbcr 
party,  and  to  set  forth  their  injustice  and  their  fnudulait 
practices.  Then  is  the  time  for  them  to  pass  Ihcir  ccnauK  on 
Iheir  words  and  actions.     Th(-n  is  llio   time  to  rxpo«c  ihcir 
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own  surmises  and  suspicions  of  what  the  other  party  intends, 
what  it  aims  at  in  such  and  such  things,  what  the  purposes 
of  individuals  are,  and  what  they  suppose  their  secret  actions 
are. — Then  is  the  time  for  all  that  are  friends  in  the  cause, 
and  engaged  in  the  same  designs,  to  entertain  one  another 
by  ridiculing  the  words  and  actions  of  the  other  party,  and 
to  make  themselves  sport  of  their  folly  and  disappointments; 
and  much  is  done  at  calling  one  another  Raca  and  fools^  or 
other  names  equivalent,  if  not  much  more  than  equivalent. 
Then  is  the  time  to  lay  their  heads  together  to  plot  and  contrive 
how  they  shall  manage  such  an  affair  so  as  to  disappoint  the 
other  party,  and  obtain  their  own  wills. 

Brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be  among  a 
Christian  people ;  especially  among  a  people  that  has  made 
the  profession  which  we  have  made.  Nor  would  they  be  so  if 
it  were  not  for  your  dependence  on  much  future  time  in 
the  world.  If  you  were  so  sensible  of  your  continual  liableness 
to  death,  that  every  day  was  the  last  you  depended  upoO) 
these  things  certainly  would  not  be  so.  For  let  us  but 
consider  what  are  the  effects  of  death  with  respect  to  such 
things.  It  puts  an  end  to  party-quarrels.  Many  men  hold 
these  quarrels  as  long  as  they  live.  They  begin  young, 
and  hold  on  through  many  great  and  sore  afflictions  and 
chastisements  of  Providence.  The  old  sore  remains,  when  the 
supporters  of  nature  bow,  and  the  eyes  grow  dim,  and  the 
hands  tremble  with  age.  But  death,  when  that  comes,  puts  an 
end  to  all  their  quarrelling  in  this  world.  Death  silences  the 
most  clamorous,  and  censorious,  and  backbiting  tongue.  When 
men  are  dead,  they  cease  to  lay  schemes  against  those  of 
another  party ;  death  dashes  all  their  schemes,  so  far  as  they 
have  any  concern  in  them.  Psalm  cxlvi.  4.  "  His  breath 
goeth  forth,  he  returneth  to  his  earth ;  in  that  very  day  his 
thoughts  perish.'' 

When  men  are  dead,  they  cease  to  bite  and  devour 
others  ;  as  it  is  said  to  have  been  of  old  a  proverb  among 
the  Egyptians,  "  Dead  men  do  not  bite.''  There  are  many 
who  will  bite  and  devour  as  long  as  they  live,  but  death  tames 
them.  Men  could  not  be  quiet  or  safe  by  them  while  alivcr 
but  none  will  be  afraid  of  them  when  dead.  The  bodies  of 
those  that  made  such  a  noise  and  tumult  when  alive,  when 
dead,  lie  as  quietly  among  the  graves  of  their  neighbours  as 
any  others.  Their  enemies,  of  whom  they  strove  to  get  their 
wills  while  alive,  get  their  wills  of  them  when  they  are  dead. 
Nothing  can  please  their  enemies  better  than  to  have  them 
out  of  their  way.  It  suits  them,  that  those  who  were  so 
troublesome  to  them,  are  locked  up  safe  in  the  close  grave, 
where  they  will  no  more  stand  in  their  way. — There  are 
no  more  effects  of  their  pride,  their  craftiness,  their  hatred,  and 
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If  it  be  thus,  it  is  a  sign  that  the  reason  why  you  now  allow 
yourselves  in  them,  and  plead  for  their  lawfulness,  is,  that  you 
put  deadi  at  a  distance,  and  depend  on  many  other  days  in  the 
world. 

5.  Inquire,  whether  you  do  not  some  things  on  the  pre- 
sumption, that  you  shall  hereafter  repent  of  them.  Is  not  this 
the  very  thing  which  causes  you  to  dare  to  do  some  things  ?  Is 
it  not  the  very  ground  on  which  you  venture  to  gratify  your 
lusts  ?  Let  young  people  examine  all  their  secret  carriage  ; 
what  they  do  alone  in  the  dark  and  in  secret  corners.  God 
knoweth,  and  your  own  hearts  know,  though  men  do  not.  Put 
the  question  impartially  to  your  own  consciences ;  is  not  this 
the  very  thing  that  gives  you  courage,  that  God  is  very  merciful, 
and  that  he  often  of  his  sovereign  mercy  gives  repentance  of 
great  sins,  and  even  wilful  sins,  and  in  consequence  of  repent- 
ance forgives  ?  And  so  ^ou  hope,  that  one  day  or  other  he 
will  do  so  to  you.  You  intend  some  time  hcreailer  earnestly 
to  seek ;  and  you  hope  you  shall  be  awakened.  And  if  you  be 
very  earnest,  as  you  intend  to  be,  you  hope  you  shall  be  con- 
verted, and  then  you  shall  be  forgiven,  and  it  will  be  as  well  as 
if  you  had  never  committed  such  sins. 

If  this  be  the  case,  consider  how  you  boast  of  to-morrow, 
and  foolishly  depend  on  future  opportunity  to  repent,  as  well 
as  foolishly  presume  on  the  mercy  of  God  to  give  you  repent- 
ance, at  the  same  time  that  you  take  a  course  to  provoke  God 
for  ever  to  give  you  up  to  a  sealed  hardness  and  blindness,  and 
to  a  most  fearful  damnation  ;  not  considering  that  God  will  glo- 
rify his  revenging  justice,  as  well  as  his  mercy;  nor  remember- 
ing the  sad  example  of  Esau,  ^'  who  for  a  morsel  of  meat  sold 
his  birth-right ;  and  afterwards,  when  he  would  have  inherited 
the  blessing,  he  was  rejected,  for  he  found  no  place  of  repent- 
ance, though  he  sought  it  carefully  with  tears.'^  Heb.  xii.  16,  17. 

6.  Inquire,  whether  you  improve  this  day  as  one  who 
doth  not  depend  upon  ever  having  opportunity  to  keep  ano- 
ther Sabbath,  or  to  bear  or  read  another  discourse.  It  appears 
from  what  hath  been  already  said,  that  ^ou  have  no  grounds 
to  depend  on  any  more  such  opportunities.  Now  the  day  is 
present,  and  so  you  are  in  the  better  capacity  to  determine 
how  it  is  with  you.  It  is  but  for  you  to  reflect  upon  yourselves, 
to  look  inward,  and  see  how  it  is  with  you  at  this  present  time. 
And  how  is  it?  Are  you  as  strict  and  as  diligent  in  keeping 
this  Sabbath,  watching  your  thoughts,  keeping  your  hearts, 
striving  in  duties  both  public  and  private,  and  improving  ordi- 
nances, as  might  be  expected  of  one  who  hath  no  dependence 
on  ever  enjoyitig  such  an  opportunity  anv  more ;  one  who  dotli 
not  depend  oo  ever  setting  foot  again  within  the  walls  of  God^s 
house  7  Do  yoa  attend  to  this  address  with  that  care,  and  de- 
sire, and  endeavour  to  improve  it  for  your  good,  as  you  would, 
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7.  Are  you  careful  to  sec  to  it  that  llie  grounds  of  joor 
hope  are  good?     A  man  who  hath  eome  hope  of  being  in  a 
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would  be  very  Btiict  in  examining  himself,  and   Eearchitig  (be 

f rounds  of  his  hope,  and  would  not  rest  in  an  uncertainty. 
Ic  would  be  very  thorough  in  informing  himself  what  nriglit 
be  depended  on  as  good  evidence  of  an  intci'csL  in  Chmt, 
and  what  not;  and  would  be  exceedingly  strict  in  searchbg 
his  own  heart,  to  see  whether  there  was  any  thing  in  btm  that 
comes  up  to  the  requisites  laid  down  in  the  scriptures. — U" 
what  appears  hopeful  in  him  were  dim  and  obscure,  bo  would 
set  himself  very  earnestly  to  obtain  that  which  nanM  be  more 
clear  and  manifest,  and  would  cry  earnestly  to  God  for  it,  and 
would  apply  himself  to  n  diligent  use  of  means  lu  order  to  it. 
Aod  good  reason  why ;  for  he  depends  on  no  other  oppoTlamty 
to  make  his  calling  and  election  Burc,  than  wliat  lie  bath  to- 
day. Inquire,  therefore,  whether  you  be  thus  thorougti  in 
examining  your  hope.  And  are  you  thus  careful  eficctually 
to  see  to  it,  that  you  are  on  a  sure  foundation  1  U  not,  then 
you  behave  yourselves  as  those  that  depend  on  to-rootrow. 
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How  to  spend  every  day. 

God  hath  concealed  fi-om  us  the  day  of  our  dcatfat 
without  doubt,  partly  for  this  end,  tliat  we  might  be  excited 
to  be  always  ready,  and  might  live  as  those  that  are  alwajn 
waiting  for  the  coming  of  their  Lord,  agreeably  to  the  counaa 
which  Christ  gives  us,  Matt.  xxiv.  42,  43,  44;  xxv.  13;  and, 
Mark  xiii.  32,  &c.  That  watchman  is  not  faithful,  who,  bang 
set  to  defend  a  house  from  thieves,  or  a  city  from  an  eueii^ 
at  hand,  will  ot  any  hour  venture  to  sleep,  trusting  that  Oc 
thief  or  the  enemy  will  not  come.  Therefore  it  it  expected 
of  the  watchman,  (hat  he  behave  himself  every  boor  of  the 
night,  as  one  who  doth  not  depend  upon  it  that  llie  coemy  will 
tarry  until  the  next  hour.  Now,  therefore,  let  roe,  in  Chrwit'i 
name,  renew  the  call  and  counsel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  you,  to 
watcb  as  those  that  know  not  what  hour  your  Lord  will  come 
Let  mc  call  upon  you  who  are  hitherto  in  an  unrenewed  eon- 
dition.  Depend  not  upon  it,  that  you  will  not  be  io  bell 
before  to-morrow  momine.     Yoii  have  no  rf^ason  for  any  goafe 
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dependence ;  God  hatb  not  promised  (o  keep  you  from  it,  or 
to  withhold  his  wrath  so  long. 

How  can  you  reasonably  be  easy  or  quiet  for  one  day^  or 
one  night,  in  such  a  condition,  when  you  know  not  but  your 
Lord  will  come  this  night  ?  And  if  you  should  then  be  found 
as  you  now  are,  unregenerate,  how  unprepared  would  you 
be  for  his  coming,  and  how  fearful  would  be  the  consequence ! 
Be  exhorted,  therefore,  for  your  own  sakes,  immediately  to 
awake  from  the  sleep  of  sin,  out  of  sleep,  and  sleep  no  more^ 
as  not  depending  on  any  other  day. — Let  me  exhort  you  to 
have  no  dependence  on  any  future  time;  to  keep  every 
Sabbath,  and  to  hear  every  sermon,  as  if  it  were  the  last* 
And  when  you  go  into  your  closet,  and  address  yourself  to 
your  Father  who  seeth  in  secret,  do  it  in  no  dependence  on 
any  future  opportunity  to  perform  the  tame  duty.  When 
you.  that  are  young  go  into  company  for  amusement  and 
diversion,  consider  mat  it  may  be  the  last  opportunity  of  the 
like  nature  that  ever  you  may  have.  In  all  your  dealings 
with  your  neighbours,  act  as  if  you  were  never  to  malce 
another  bargain*  Behave  in  your  families  every  daj,  as 
though  you  depended  on  no  other.— ^Here  I  shall  offer  you 
two  motives. 

1.  Consider,  if  you  will  hearken  to  this  counsel,  how 
much  it  will  tend  to  your  safety  and  peace  in  life  and  death. 
It  is  the  way  really  and  truly  to  be  ready  for  death ;  yea,  to 
be  fit  to  live  or  fit  to  die ;  to  be  ready  for  affliction  and  adver^ 
sity,  and  for  whatever  God  in  his  providence  shall  bring  upon 
you.  It  is  the  way  to  be  in,  not  only  an  habitual,  but  actual 
preparedness  for  all  changes,  and  particularly  for  your  last 
change. — It  is  the  way  to  possess  your  souls  m  a  serene  and 
undisturbed  peace,  and  to  enable  you  to  go  on  with  an 
immovable  fortitude  of  soul,  to  meet  the  most  frightful  changes, 
to  encounter  the  most  formidable  enemies,  and  to  be  ready 
with  unshaken  confidence  to  triumph  over  death  whenerer 
you  meet  him ;  to  have  your  hearts  fixed,  trusting  in  God,  as 
one  that  stands  on  a  firm  foundation,  and  hath  for  his  habita- 
tion the  munition  of  rocks,  that  is  not  afraid  of  evil  tidings, 
but  laughs  at  the  fear  of  the  enemy.  It  will  be  the  way  for 
you  to  possess  that  quietness  and  assurance  spoken  of,  Isa. 
xxxii.  17.  ^'The  work  of  righteousness  shall  be  peace,  and 
the  effect  of  righteousness,  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever*'' 
— ^The  servant  who  always  stands  watching,  will  not  be  at  all  < 
surprised  at  the  news  that  his  Lord  is  coming.  This  will  be 
the  way  for  you  to  live  above  the  fear  of  death.  Yea,  if 
heaven  and  earth  should  shake ;  you  may  stand  firm  and 
unshaken,  being  settled  on  a  rock,  which  cannot  be  removed, 
but  abideth  for  ever.  O  how  happy  are  such  persons,  who 
have  such  safety  and  peace !     What  a  blessed  peace  is  timt 


SERMON  XVI. 


DISHONESTY,  OR  THE  SIN  OF  THEFT  AND  INJUSTICE. 


Ex.  XX.  15. 


Tkou  shah  not  steal. 


This  is  one  of  the  ten  commandmeots  which  constitute  a 
memory  of  man's  duty  as  revealed  by  God.  God  made  many 
revelations  to  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness  by  Moses : 
but  this  made  in  the  Ten  Commandments  is  the  chief.  Most 
of  those  other  revelations  contained  ceremonial  or  judicial  laws : 
but  this  contains  the  moral  law.  The  most  of  those  other  laws 
respected  the  Jewish  nation ;  but  here  is  a  summary  of  laws 
binding  on  all  mankind.  Those  were  to  last  till  Christ  should 
come,  and  have  set  up  the  Christian  Church;  these  are  of 
perpetual  obligation,  and  last  to  the  end  of  the  world.  God 
every  where,  by  Moses  and  the  prophets,  manifests  a  far 
greater  regard  to  the  duties  of  these  commands  than  to  any  of 
the  rites  of  the  ceremonial  law. 

These  commands  were  given  at  Mount  Sinai,  before  any 
of  the  precepts  of  the  ceremonial  or  judicial  laws.  They  were 
delivered  by  a  great  voice  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  which 
made  all  the  people  in  the  camp  tremble,  and  afterwards  were 
engraven  on  tables  of  stone,  and  laid  up  in  the  ark;  the  first  table 
containing  the  four  commandments,  which  teach  our  duty  to 
God ;  the  second  table  containing  the  six  last,  which  teach  our 
duty  to  man.  The  sum  of  the  duties  of  the  first  table  is  con- 
tained in  that  which  Christ  says  is  the  first  and  great  command- 
ment of  the  law ;  Matt.  xxii.  37.  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind.^'  The  sum  of  what  is  required  in  the  second  table, 
is  what  Christ  calls  the  second  command,  like  unto  the  first ; 
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verse  39,  "The  second  is  lilee  unto  it,   Tliou  ebalt  lotil 
neighbour  as  thyself." 

Of  the  commands  of  this  second  table  of  the  law,  (he 
first,  (which  is  the  ftflh  of  the  ten,)  refers  to  that  honmu 
which  is  due  to  our  Qcighbour;  t!ie  second  respects  his /^t  ,- 
the  third  his  chastity;  the  fourth  his  estate ;  the  Gflb  his  good 
name  ;  the  aixlh  audlast  respects  his  ^of«es«tans  and  enjoymonls 
in  general.  It  is  that  command  which  respects  our  neighbour's 
estate,  and  which  is  the  fourth  command  of  the  second  tabic, 
and  the  eighth  of  the  wholedecalogue,  on  which  I  am  now  to  in- 
sist :  and  here  I  shall  make  the  command  itself,  aa  the  words 
of  it  lie  before  us  in  the  decalogue,  my  subject:  and  ss  the 
words  of  the  commandment  are  in  the  form  of  a  prohibition, 
forbidding  a  certain  kind  of  sin;  so  I  shall  consider  parUcu- 
larly  what  it  is  that  this  command  forbids.  The  sin  that  is 
forbidden  in  this  command  is  called  stealing;  yet  we  cannot 
reasonably  understand  it  only  of  that  act,  which  in  the  mom 
ordinary  and  strict  sense  of  the  word,  is  called  stealing.  But 
the  iniquity  which  this  command  forbids,  may  be  sumntarily 
expressed  thus: — ^n  un/twf  usurping  of  our  neig^our'a  pro- 
perty,  without  his  constnl. 

So  much  is  doubtless  comprehended  in  the  (eit ;  yet  this 
comprehends  much  more  than  is  implied  in  the  ordinary  use  of 
the  word,  stealing ;  which  is  only  a  secret  taking  of  that  which 
is  another's  from  hia  possession,  without  cither  his  consent  or 
knowledge.  But  the  ten  commands  are  not  to  be  limited  to 
the  strictest  sense  of  the  words,  but  are  to  be  understood  in 
such  a  latitude,  as  to  include  all  things  that  are  of  that  oatOre 
or  kind.  Hence  Christ  reproves  the  Pharisees'  interprctatioa 
of  the  sixth  command,  Matt.  v.  21,  29  ;  and  also  their  inter* 
pretation  of  the  seventh  command;  see  verses  37.  28;  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  commands  are  not  to  be  undcrstooi 
as  forbidding  only  these  individual  sins  which  are  expressly 
mentioned,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  expressions;  but  all 
other  things  of  the  same  nature  or  kind. — Therefore,  what  it 
forbidden  in  this  command  is  all  unjust  usurpation  of  our  neigh- 
bour's property.  Here  it  may  be  observed,  (hat  an  anjusl  omO' 
pation  of  our  neighbour's  properly  is  two-fold;  it  ta»j  tt, 
cither  by  withholding  what  is  our  neighbour's,  or,  by  lataig-k 
from  him. 

SECT.  !. 

The  dishonesty  of  withholding  whal  is  our  nelghbour^i, 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  persons  may  unjustly  uiura 
their  neighbour's  property,  by  withholding  what  is  bU  dae. 
!  shall  particularize  only  two  things. 
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1.  The  anfaithfalness  of  men  in  not  fulfilling  their  engage- 
ments* Ordinarily  when  men  promise  any  thing  to  their  nei^- 
bour,  or  enter  into  engagements  by  undertaking  any  busi- 
ness with  which  their  neighbour  entrusts  them,  their  engage- 
ments  invest  their  neighbour  with  a  right  to  that  which  is  en- 
gaged ;  so  that  if  they  withhold  it,  they  usurp  that  which  belongs 
to  their  neighbour*  So,  when  men  break  their  promises,  be- 
cause they  find  them  to  be  inconvenient,  and  they  cannot  fulfil 
them  without  difficulty  and  trouble;  or  merely  because  they 
have  altered  their  minds  since  they  promised  ;  they  think  they 
have  not  consulted  their  own  interest  in  the  promise  which  they 
have  made,  and  that  if  they  had  considered  the  matter  as  much 
before  they  promised  as  they  have  since,  they  should  not  have 
promised.  Therefore  they  take  the  liberty  to  set  their  own 
promises  aside.  Besides,  sometimes  persons  violate  this  com- 
mand, by  neglecting  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  through  a  care- 
less, negligent  spirit. 

They  violate  this  command,  in  withholding  what  belongs 
to  their  neighbour,  when  they  are  not  faithful  in  any  business 
which  they  have  undertaken  to  do  for  their  neighbour.  If  their 
neighbour  have  hired  them  to  labour  for  him  for  a  certain  time, 
and  they  be  not  careful  well  to  husband  the  time  ;  if  they  be  hired 
to  a  day^s  labour,  and  be  not  careful  to  improve  the  day,  as  they 
have  reason  to  think  that  he  who  hired  justly  expected  of  them ; 
or  if  they  be  hired  to  accomplish  such  a  piece  of  work,  and 
be  not  careful  to  do  it  well,  do  it  not  as  if  it  were  for  themselves, 
or  as  they  would  have  others  do  for  them,  when  they  in  like  man- 
ner betrust  them  with  any  business  of  theirs ;  or  if  they  be  en- 
trusted with  any  particular  affair,  which  they  undertake,  but 
use  not  that  care,  contrivance,  and  diligence,  to  manage  it  so 
as  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  him  who  entrusts  them,  and  as 
they  would  manage  it,  or  would  insist  that  it  should  be  ma- 
naged, if  the  affair  were  their  own  :  in  all  these  cases  they  un- 
justly withhold  what  belongs  to  their  neighbour. 

3.  Another  way  in  which  men  unjustly  withhold  what  is 
their  neighbour's,  is  in  neglecting  to  pay  their  debts.  Some- 
times this  happens,  because  thev  run  so  far  into  debt  that  they 
cannot  reasonably  hope  to  be  able  to  pay  their  debts  ;  and  this 
they  do,  either  through  pride  and  affectation  of  living  above 
their  circumstances :  or  Uirough  a  grasping  covetous  disposition 
or  some  other  corrupt  principle.  Sometimes  they  neglect  to 
pay  their  debts  from  carelessness  of  spirit  about  it,  little  con- 
cerning themselves  whether  they  are  paid  or  not,  taking  no 
care  to  go  to  their  creditor,  or  to  send  to  him ;  and  if  they  see 
him  from  time  to  time,  they  say  nothing  about  their  debts. 
Sometimes  they  neglect  to  pay  weir  debts,  because  it  would 
put  them  to  some  inconvehience.  The  reason  why  they  do  it 
not  is  not  because  they  cannot  do  it,  but  because  tbey  cannot 
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do  it  so  coDvcDiently  as  they  desire ;  and  so  (hey  ralber  cbotwe 
to  put  their  creditor  to  incoDvenience  by  being  without  what 
properly  belongs  (o  him,  than  to  put  themselves  to  inconveni- 
ence by  being  without  what  doth  not  belong  to  lliem,  and  wbsl 
they  have  no  right  to  detain.  In  any  of  these  cases  they  tm- 
justly  usurp  the  property  of  their  neighbour. 

Sometimes  persons  have  that  by  tliem  with  which  they 
could  pay  their  debts  if  they  would  ;  but  ihey  want  to  layout 
their  money  for  something  else,  to  buy  gay  clothing  for  tlictr 
children,  or  to  advance  their  estates,  or  for  eorne  such  end. 
They  have  other  designs  in  hand,  vrhich  must  fail,  if  tbey 
pay  their  debts.  When  men  thus  withhold  what  is  due, 
they  unjustly  usurp  what  is  not  their  own.  Sometimes  they 
neglect  to  pay  their  debts,  and  their  excuse  for  it  t»,  thai 
their  creditor  doth  not  need  it  -,  that  he  hath  a  pIcntiAil  estate, 
and  can  wcU  bear  to  lay  out  of  his  money.  But  if  ibc 
creditor  be  ever  so  ricli,  that  gives  no  right  to  the  debtor 
to  withhold  from  him  that  which  belongs  to  him.  If  it  be  due, 
it  ought  to  he  paid  :  for  that  is  the  very  notion  of  its  being 
due.  It  is  no  more  lawful  to  withhold  from  a  man  what  is  lui 
due,  without  his  consent,  because  he  is  rich  and  able  (o 
do  without  it,  than  it  is  lawful  to  steal  from  a  man  because  be 
ig  rich  and  able  to  bear  the   loss. 


27te  dishonisli/  of  unjustly  taking  u  neighliour'f  proptrly. 

The  principal  ways  of  doing  this  seem  (o  be  Uiex 
lour,  by  ntigligencc,  by  fraud,  by  violence,  or  by  stealing, 
strictly  so  called. 

1.  The  first  way  of  unjustly  depriving  our  ticig|hboDr 
of  that  which  is  his,  is  by  negligence,  by  carelessly  neglect- 
ing that  which  is  expected  by  neighbours  one  of  another 
and  is  necessary  to  prevent  our  neighbour's  fuAcriog  id  his 
estate  by  ns,  or  by  any  thing  that  is  ours:  and  nccossary 
in  order  that  neighbours  may  live  one  by  anotber,  witltoftl 
sulTcring  in  their  lawful  interests,  rights,  and  poisessions,  ooc 
by  another. 

For  instance,  when  proper  care  Is  not  taken  by  nea  to 
prevent  their  neighbour's  suHering  in  the  produce  of  bb  field* 
or  inclosurcs,  from  their  cattle,  or  other  brute  creatures  ;  whidi 
may  be  either  through  negligence  with  regard  to  their  crea- 
tures themselves,  in  keeping  those  that  are  unnily,  anil  giroig 
them  their  liberty,  though  they  know  that  they  are  not  fit  Is 
have  their  liberty,  and  arc  commonly  wont  to  break  iDto  thm 
neighbour's  inclosurcs,  greatly  to  his   damage:  or  tfaroa|^  ft 
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n^Iect  of  that  which  is  justly  expected  of  them,  to  defend 
others^  fields  from  saflenog  by  the  neighboarhood  of  their 
own*  In  such  cases  men  are  guilty  of  unjustly  taking  from 
their  ndghbour  what  is  his  property. 

It  is  said  in  the  law  or  Moses,  (Exod.  xxii.  5,)  "  If  a  man 
shall  cause  a  field  or  vineyard  to  be  eaten,  and  shall  put  in  his 
beast,  and  shall  feed  in  another  man^s  field ;  of  the  best  of  his 
own  field,  and  of  the  best  of  his  vineyard,  shall  he  make  resti- 
tution.'^ Now  a  man  may  be  unjustly  the  cause  of  his  neigh- 
bour's field  or  vineyard  being  eaten,  either  by  putting  in  his 
beast,  or  so  doing  what  he  should  not  do ;  or  by  neglecting 
to  do  what  he  should  do,  to  prevent  his  beast  from  getting  into 
bis  field.  What  is  said  in  the  144th  Psalm,  and  two  last  verses, 
supposes  that  a  people  who  carry  themselves  as  becomes  a 
people  whose  God  is  the  Lordy  will  take  thorough  care  that 
beasts  do  not  break  into  their  neighbour's  inclosures  :  '^  That 
our  oxen  may  be  strong  to  labour ;  that  there  be  no  breaking 
m,  or  going  out;  that  uiere  be  no  complaining  in  our  streets. 
Happy  is  uiat  people  that  is  in  such  a  case;  yea,  happy  is 
that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord.'* 

2.  Taking  away  that  which  is  our  neighbour's  by  frauds 
or  by  deceiving  him,  is  another  mode  of  usurping  our  neigh- 
bour's property.  This  is  the  case  when  men  in  their  dealings 
take  advantage  of  their  neishbour's  ignorance,  or  oversight,  or 
mistake,  to  get  something  from  him ;  or  when  they  make  their 
gains,  by  concealing  the  defects  of  what  they  sell,  putting  off 
bad  for  good,  though  this  be  not  done  by  speaking  falsely, 
but  only  by  keeping  silence ;  or  when  they  take  a  higher 
price  than  what  tney  sell  is  really  worth,  and  more  than  they 
could  get  for  it  if  the  concealed  defects  were  known :  or  when 
they  sell  that  for  good,  which  indeed  is  not  merchantable, 
vrhich  is  condemned  in  Amos  viii.  6.  **  Yea,  and  sell  the 
refuse  of  the  wheat." 

If  a  man  puts  off  something  to  another  with  defects  that 
are  concealed,  knowing  that  the  other  receives  it  as  good, 
and  pays  such  a  price  for  it,  under  a  notion  of  its  havine  no 
remarkable  defect  but  what  he  sees,  and  takes  the  price  which 
the  buyer  under  Uiat  notion  offers ;  the  seller  knows  that  he 
takes  a  price  of  tiie  buyer  for  that  iriiich  the  buyer  had  not  of 
him  ;  for  the  buyer  is  deceived,  and  pave  for  those  things  which 
he  finds  wanting  in  what  he  buys.  It  is  just  the  same  thing, 
as  if  a  man  should  take  a  payment  that  another  offers  him, 
through  a  mistake,  for  that  which  he  never  had  of  him,  thinking 
that  he  had  it  of  him,  when  he  had  it  not. 

So  a  man  fraudulently  takes  away  that  which  is  his  neigh- 
bour's when  he  sets  his  money  from  him  by  falsely  commend- 
ing what  ho   hatn  to  sell,  above  what  he  knows  to  be  the 
true  quality  of  it ;  and  attributes  those  good  qualities  to  it 
Vol.  VI.  66 
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which  he  knows  it  lias  not:  or  if  be  tloes  not  tli&t,  yet  aetslbrtli 
(he  good  qaaiiticB  in  a  degree  beyond  what  he  koows  to  be 
the  true  degree  ;  or  speaks  of  the  defects  and  ill  qualities  of  j 
what  he  bae  to  sell,  as  if  they  were  much  less  than  be  bnowi  | 
they  are ;  or,  on  the  contrary,  when  the  buyer  will  cry  down  ' 
what  he  is  about  to  buy,  contrary  to  his  real  opinion  of  the  ^ 
value  of  it. — These  things,  however  common  they  may  be  in  ■ 
men's  dealings  one  with  another,  are  nothiog  short  of  iniquity, 
and  fraud,  and  a  great  breach  of  this  commandment,  dooo 
which  we  are  discoursing.  Prov.  xs.  14.  '•  It  is  noo^t,  tt  is 
nought,  sattb  the  buyer ;  but  when  be  is  gone  his  way,  (ben 
he  boastetb." — Many  other  ways  there  are  whereby  men  de- 
ceive  one  another  in  their  trading,  and  whereby  they  fnudu* 
lently  and  unjustly  take  away  that  which  is  their  □eigbboar*«. 
3.  Anotber  mode  of  unjustly  invading  and  tekii^  away 
our  neighbour's  property,  is  by  violence.  This  violence  may 
Tie  done  in  difierent  degrees. — Men  may  take  awaj  (Jicir 
neighbour's  goods  either  by  mere  open  violence,  either  malnog 
use  of  superior  strength,  forcibly  taking  away  any  Uung 
that  is  his  ;  or  by  express  or  implicit  threatcnings  forcing 
him  to  yield  up  what  he  has  into  their  hands ;  aa  u  done  in 
open  robbery  and  piracy.  Or,  by  making  use  of  some  advao- 
lages  which  they  have  over  Iheir  neighbour,  in  their  dealings 
-with  him,  constrain  him  to  yield  to  their  gaining  unreasonaMy 
of  him ;  as  when  they  take  advantage  of  their  ndgjifaour's 
poverty  to  extort  unreasonably  from  him  for  those  Ibingi  that 
be  is  under  a  necessity  of  procuring  for  himself  or  Aimily. 
This  is  an  oppression  against  which  God  bath  shown  a  grot 
displeasure  in  bis  word.  Levit.  xxv.  14.  "And  if  thou  sell 
ought  unto  thy  neighbour,  or  buyest  ought  of  thy  neighbour, 
ye  shall  not  oppress  one  another."  Prov.  xxii.  2?,  23.  "  Rob 
not  the  poor,  because  he  is  poor,  neither  oppress  the  alHictcd 
in  the  gate  ;  for  the  Lord  will  plead  their  cause,  and  spoil  tiic 
soul  of  those  tbatapoiled  tJiem."  And,  Amos  iv.  1,  2.  "  Hear 
this  word,  ye  kine  of  Basban,  that  are  in  the  mount  of  Stimaria. 
which  oppress  the  poor,  which  crush  the  needy;  the  Lord 
hath  sworn  in  his  holiness,  tliat  he  will  take  you  away  with 
hooks,  and  your  posterity  with  fish-hooks." 

When  the  necessity  of  poor  indigent  people  is  the  very 
thing  whence  others  lake  occasion  to  raise  the  price  of  pro- 
visions, even  above  the  market;  this  is  such  an  oppreamn. 
There  are  many  poor  people  whose  families  are  u>  snch  na- 
ccSBity  of  bread,  that  they  in  their  extremity  will  give  atmott 
any  price  for  it,  rather  than  go  without  it.  Those  who  have 
to  sell,  though  hereby  they  have  an  advantage  in  their  baoih. 
yet  surely  should  not  take  the  advantage  to  raise  the  price  oi 
provigione.  We  should  doubtless  (hink  that  we  lutd  jmt  cmoM 
to  complain,  if  we  were  in  such  necessity  as  tbey  uff,  and 
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were  reduced  to  their  straits,  and  were  treated  in  this  manner 
and  let  us  remember,  that  it  is  owing  only  to  the  distin-' 
guishing  goodness  of  God  to  us,  that  we  are  not  in  their  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  whatever  our  present  circumstances  are,  yet 
we  know  not  but  that  the  time  may  still  come  when  their  case 
may  be  ours. 

Men  may  oppress  others,  though  they  be  not  poor,  if  they 
will  take  advantage  of  any  particular  necessities  of  their  neigh- 
bour, unreasonably  to  extort  from  him.  The  case  may  be  so 
at  particular  seasons,  that  those  who  are  not  poor,  may  stand 
in  particular  and  extraordinary  need  of  what  we  have,  or  what 
we  can  do  for  them  ;  so  that  it  would  be  greatly  to  their  dis- 
advantage or  loss  to  be  without  it.  Now  to  take  advantage  of 
their  ai^ent  circumstances,  to  get  from  them  an  unreasonable 
price,  is  a  violent  dealing  with  our  neighbours. 

It  is  very  unreasonable  to  say,  Such  men  are  so  rich,  and 
get  money  so  much  more  easily  than  I,  that  it  is  no  hurt  for 
me  to  take  advantage  when  they  are  in  special  need,  and  make 
them  give  me,  for  work  that  1  do  for  them,  a  great  deal  more 
than  I  would  desire  to  ask  of  other  men.  Let  such  consider, 
whether,  if  they  should  by  any  means  hereafter  get  forward 
in  the  world,  and  come  to  have  plentiful  estates,  they  would 
like  that  persons  should  act  upon  such  principles  towards 
them.  That  men  are  rich,  gives  us  no  more  right  to  take  away 
from  them  what  is  theirs  in  this  way,  than  it  does  to  steal  from 
them  because  they  come  easily  by  their  property,  and  can  do 
without  it  better  than  we. 

Again,  another  thing  that  is  a  kind  of  violent  taking  from 
our  neighbour  what  is  his,  is  taking  tha  advantage  of  the  law 
to  gain  from  others,  when  their  cause  in  honesty  and  con- 
science is  just  and  good.  The  circumstances  of  mankind 
their  rights,  possessions,  and  dealings  one  with  another,  are 
so  various,  that  it  is  impossible  that  any  body  of  human  laws, 
should  be  contrived  to  suit  all  possible  cases  and  circumstances. 
Hence  the  best  laws  may  be  abused  and  perverted  to  purposes 
contrary  to  the  general  design  of  laws,  which  is  to  maintain 
the  rights  and  secure  the  properties  of  mankind.  Human  laws 
have  a  regard  due  to  them,  but  always  in  subordination  to  the 
higher  laws  of  God  and  nature.  Therefore  when  it  so  hap- 
pens, that  we  have  an  advantage  by  the  law,  to  gain  what  the 
laws  of  moral  honesty  allow  nof,  it  is  an  oppression  and  vio- 
lence to  take  the  advantage.  That  human  laws  allow  it,  will 
not  excuse  us  before  God,  the  judge  of  the  world,  who  will 
judge  us  another  day  by  his  own  laws,  and  not  by  the  laws  of 
the  commonwealth. 

4.  The  fourth  way  of  unjustly  taking  from  our  neighbour 
that  which  is  his,  is  stealingj  so  called.  All  unjust  ways  of 
takiog  away,  or  invading,  or  usurping  what  is  our  neighbour's 
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are  called  stealing  in  the  most  extensive  use  ot'  the  wud,  inii 
all  is  included  in  the  etpressioa  of  this  conunaiu).  Yet  the 
word  Etealiog,  as  it  is  more  commonly  used,  is  oot  of  bo  great 
extent,  and  intends  not  all  unjust  invasion  of  our  neigbbou/'t 
property,  but  only  a  particular  kind  of  unjust  talcing.  So  Uiat  in 
common  speech  when  we  speak  of  fraudulent  dealings,  of  ex- 
tortion, unfailbfulneea  in  our  trust,  and  stealing,  we  oniler- 
stand  different  sins  by  these  expressions,  though  they  ve  tn 
usurpation  of  what  is  our  neighbour's. 

Stealing,  strictly  so  called,  may  be  thus  de&iied,  ^  Jinpud 
lafcing  of  our  neighbour's  goods  from  lum  vsilhout  hii  conttsti  or 
knowledge.  Itisnotmerely  withholding  of  whatiaourneighboor'B. 
but  a  taking  away :  and  therein  it  diners  from  unfaittuulDcn  i& 
our  undertakings  and  betrustments,  and  also  from  DegU^eoceiB 
the  payment  of  debts.  It  is  a  designed  or  wtlful  depnvtsgof 
our  neighbour  of  what  is  his,  and  so  diETers  from  wroDgii^  oat 
neighbour  in  his  estate  through  carelessness  or  negligence.  Jt 
is  a  taking  of  our  neighbour's  goods  without  his  knowledge ;  it 
IB  a  private  clandestine  taking  away,  and  so  diSers  from  rob- 
bery by  open  violence. 

So  also  it  diSera  from  extortion :  for  in  that  tbe  penob 
knows  what  is  taken  from  him.  The  aim  of  hiin  (hat  taket  is 
no  other  than  that  he  should  know  it ;  for  he  maket  me  of 
other  means  than  his  ignorance,  to  obtain  what  is  bn  neigb" 
hour's,  viz,  violence  to  constrain  him  to  gire  it  up.  So  abo  it 
diSers  from  fraudulent  dealing  or  tracing.  For  tboogb  ui 
fraudulent  dealing  the  lawful  possessor  doth  not  understand  Ibu 
way  and  means  by  which  he  parts  with  his  goods,  and  by 
which  his  neighbour  becomea  possessed  of  them  ;  yet  he  knowi 
the  fact :  The  deceiver  designedly  conceives  tbe  matmcr  only. 
But  in  stealing,  strictly  so  called,  he  that  takes,  intends  not  liml 
it  shall  be  knotan  that  he  takes.  It  also  diflera  from  extortion 
and  fraudulent  dealing,  in  that  it  is  wholly  without  the  coa> 
sent  of  the  owner.  For  in  extortion,  though  there  be  no  frat 
consent,  yet  the  consent  of  the  owner  is  in  some  sort  gaui< 
ed,  though  by  oppressive  means.  So  in  fraudulent  dealing 
consent  is  in  some  sort  obtained,  though  it  be  by  deceit  Bol 
in  stealing  no  kind  of  consent  is  obtained. 

A  person  may  steal  from  another,  yet  not  take  hia  gpodl 
without  Ihe  knowledge  of  the  owner ;  because  be  ii»aj  know  of 
it  accidentally,  he  may  sec  wlmt  is  done,  unawares  to  the  thirf- 
Therefoie  I  have  defined  atealing,  a  donigned  taking  witboatthe 
consent  or  knowledge  of  the  owner.  If  it  be  accidentally  known 
yet  it  ia  not  known  in  the  design  and  intention  of  tbe  thief. 
The  thief  is  bo  far  at  least  private  in  it,  that  he  give*  do  DOtice 
to  the  owner  at  the  time.  It  must  be  also  without  the  concent 
of  the  owner.  A  person  may  lake  without  the  knowledge  of  tbe 
owner,  and  yet  not  take  without  bis  comeot.  The  owner  ntaf 
know  not  of  bis  taking  at  the  time,  or  of  hin  taking  anr  partr 
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cular  things,  yet  there  may  be  hU  implicit  consent.  There 
may  have  been  a  general  consent,  if  not  expressed  yet  implied. 
The  circumstances  of  the  afiair  may  be  such,  that  his  consent 
may  well  be  presumed  upon,  either  urom  an  established  custom, 
allowed  by  all,  or  from  the  nature  of  the  case ;  the  thing  being 
of  such  a  nature,  that  it  may  well  be  presumed  that  none  would 
refuse  their  consent :  as  in  the  case  of  a  person^s  accidentally 
passing  through  his  neighbour's  vineyard  in  Israel,  and  eating 
his  fill  of  grapes :  or  from  the  circumstances  of  the  persons,  as 
is  the  case,  in  many  instances,  of  the  freedom  which  near  neigh- 
bours and  intimate  friends  often  take,  and  of  that  boldness 
which  they  use  with  respect  to  each  otiier's  goods. 

In  aU  such  cases,  though  the  owner  do  not  particularly 
know  what  is  done,  yet  he  thieit  takes,  does  it  not  with  any  con- 
trived, deseed  concealment*  And  though  there  is  no  exoress 
particular  consent,  yet  there  is  a  consent  either  implied,  or 
justly  presumed  upon ;  and  he  that  takes,  doth  not  designedly 
do  it  without  consent. 

It  may  happen  in  some  cases,  that  one  may  take  the  goods 
of  another  both  without  his  knowledge  and  consent,  either  ex- 
plicit or  implicit,  but  through  mistake;  yet  he  may  not  be 
guilty  of  staling.  Therefore  the  design  of  him  who  takes 
must  come  into  consideration.  When  he  designedly  takes  away 
that  which  is  his  neighbour's,  without  his  consent  or  knowledge, 
then  he  steals.  So  that  if  it  should  happen,  that  he  has  both 
his  consent  and  knowledge,  without  his  desi^  he  steals.  And 
if  it  so  happen  that  he  taxes  without  either  tus  neighbour's  con- 
sent or  knowledge,  and  yet  without  his  own  design,  ne  stealiTnot. 
I  desire  therefore  that  this,  which  I  take  to  be  the  true  defini- 
tion of  theft  or  stealing,  may  be  borne  in  mind,  viz.  A  design- 
ed takii^  of  our  nei^bour's  goods,  without  his  consent  or 
knowledge ;  because  it  is  needful  to  clear  up  many  things  which 
I  have  yet  to  say  on  this  subject. 


SECT.  III. 

Dishonest  excuses. 

Here  I  shall  particularly  take  notice  of  some  things, 
by  which  persons  may  be  ready  to  excuse  themselves,  in 
privately  twing  their  neighbour's  goods,  which  however  can- 
not be  a  just  excuse  for  it,  nor  will  they  make  such  a  taking 
not  to  be  stealing. 

1.  That  the  person  whose  goods  are  privately  taken,  owes 
or  is  in  debt  to  lum  that  takes  them.  Some  may  be  ready 
to  say  that  they  do  not  take  that  which  is  their  neidibour's, 
they  take  that  which  b  their  own,  because  as  much  is  due 
to  them,  their  neij^bour  owes  them  as  much,  and  unjustly 
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rlclains  it,  and  tliey  know  not  whether  ever  Ibey  shall  cct 
(heir  due  of  him.  Their  neighbour  will  not  do  them  ri^it, 
and  therefore  Ihey  must  right  themaelvcs. 

But  such  picas  as  these  will  not  justify  a  man  in  going  in 
a  private  and  clandestine  manner  to  take  away  any  thing  of  bii 
neighbour's  from  his  possession,  without  his  consent  or  know, 
ledge-,  his  doing  this  is  properly  stealing.  For  though  totne- 
thing  of  his  neighbour's  which  is  as  valuable  as  what  he  takes, 
may  he  due  to  him;  that  dolh  not  give  htm  such  a  fight 
to  his  neighbour's  goods,  that  he  may  take  any  thing  that 
is  his,  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  and  at  what  time,  and  in 
what  manner  he  pleases-  That  his  neighbour  is  in  debt  to 
him,  doth  not  give  him  a  right  to  take  it  upon  himseif  (o  be  his 
own  judge,  so  that  he  may  judge  for  himself,  which  of  his 
neighbour's  goods  shall  be  taken  from  him  to  dischai^  (be 
debt ;  and  that  be  may  act  merely  according  to  bis  own 
private  judgment  and  pleasure  in  such  a  case,  nilbosl  w 
much  as  acquainting  his  neighbour  with  the  aSair. 

In  order  to  warrant  such  a  proceeding  as  this,  every  thing 
that  his  neighbour  has,  must  be  his.  A  man  may  not  Uki 
indifierently  what  he  pleases  out  of  a  number  of  goods,  witboot 
the  consent  or  knowledge  of  any  other  pei^on,  unless  all  is  his 
own,  to  be  disposed  of  as  he  pleases.  Such  a  way  of  using 
goods  according  to  our  own  pleasure,  taking  xvhat  we  will, 
and  at  what  time  we  will,  can  be  warranted  by  nothtitf  but  a 
dominioQ  over  the  whole.  And  though  he  who  is  in  debt  tnay 
be  guilty  of  great  injustice  in  detaining  what  is  due  to  aDolbcr ; 
yet  it  doth  not  thence  follow,  but  that  he  that  takes  froa 
him,  may  also  be  guilty  of  great  injustice  towards  him.  The 
course  he  takes  to  right  himself  may  be  very  irregular  sod 
unreasonable;  and  such  a  course,  that  if  univerMll^  allowed 
and  pursued  in  such  cases,  would  throw  bumaa  society  into 
confusion. 

When  men  oblain  a  properly  in  any  of  the  profctsioas  of 
this  life,  they  are  at  the  same  time  also  invested  with  a  right  to 
retain  a  possession  of  them,  till  they  are  deprived  of  them  in 
some  fair  and  regular  proceeding.  Every  man  has  a  right  (o 
hold  his  estate,  and  keep  possession  of  his  properties,  to  Ihat  do 
other  can  lawfully  use  them  as  his  own,  until  he  either  parti 
with  tliem  of  his  own  accord,  or  until  it  bo  taken  from  him 
according  to  some  established  rule,  in  a  way  of  open  jiuttcc. 
Therefore  he  who  under  pretence  of  having  just  dem&mli 
upon  his  neighbour,  privately  takes  his  goods  without  bis  COD- 
eenf,  takes  Ihcm  unjustly,  and  is  guilty  of  stealing. 

2.  Much  less  will  it  make  such  a  private  taking  n«t 
to  be  stealing,  that  he  who  lakes,  has,  in  way  of  bindnot 
or  gift  done  for  the  person  from  whom  he  takes,  as  much  aa  u 
equivalent  to  the  valve  of  what  he  takes.     If  a  man  do  his 
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neighbour  some  considerable  kindness,  whether  in  labour,  or 
in  something  that  he  gives  him,  what  he  does  or  gives  is 
supposed  to  be  done  voluntarily,  and  he  is  not  to  make  his 
neighbour  debtor  for  it;  and  therefore  if  any  thing  be  pri- 
vately taken  away,  upon  any  such  consideration,  it  is  gross 
stealing. 

For  instance,  when  anj  person  needs  to  have  any  services 
done  for  him,  where  a  considerable  number  of  hands  are  neces- 
saiy;  it  is  common  for  the  neighbourhood  to  meet  together 
ana  join  in  helping  their  neighbour,  and  frequently  some  pro- 
vision is  made  for  their  entertainment.  If  any  person  who  hath 
assisted  on  such  an  occasion,  and  is  a  partaker  at  such  an 
entertainment,  shall  think  within  himself,  the  service  I  have  done 
is  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  what  I  shall  eat  and  drink  here, 
and  therefore  shall  take  liberty  privately  to  take  of  the  provision 
set  before  him,  to  carry  away  with  him,  purposely  concealing 
the  matter  from  him  who  hath  entertained  him,  this  is  gross 
stealing ;  and  it  is  a  very  ridiculous  plea  which  they  make  to 
excuse  so  unmanly  and  vile  an  act. 

Persons  in  such  cases  may  say  to  themselves,  that  the  pro- 
vision is  made  for  them,  and  set  before  them  ;  that  it  is  a  time 
wherein  considerable  liberty  is  given,  and  they  think,  seeing 
they  have  done  so  much  for  their  host,  they  may  take  some- 
thing more  than  they  eat  and  drink  there,  owt  then  let  them 
be  open  in  it;  let  them  acquaint  those  with  it  who  make 
the  entertainment ;  ^and  let  it  not  be  one  in  anywise,  in  a 
secret,  clandestine  manner,  with  the  least  design  or  attempt  to 
avoid  their  notice ;  on  the  contrary,  let  care  be  taken  to  give 
them  notice  and  obtain  their  consent. 

When  persons  do  such  things  in  a  private  manner,  they 
condemn  themselves  by  their  own  act ;  their  doing  what  they 
do  secretly,  shows  that  they  are  conscious  to  themselves, 
that  they  go  beyond  what  it  is  expected  they  should  do,  and 
do  what  would  not  be  allowed,  if  it  were  know.  Such 
an  act,  however  light  they  may  make  of  it,  is  abominable 
theft,  and  what  any  person  of  religion  or  any  sense  of  the 
dignity  of  their  own  nature,  would  to  the  greatest  degree  abhor 
and  detest. 

3.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  make  a  private  taking  without 
consent  not  to  be  stealing,  that  it  is  but  a  small  matter  that  is 
taken.  If  the  thing  be  of  little  value,  yet  if  it  be  worth  a 
purposed  concealing  from  the  owner,  the  value  is  great  enough 
to  render  the  taking  of  it  proper  theft.  If  it  be  pretended 
that  the  thing  is  of  so  small  consequence,  that  it  is  not  worth 
asking  for ;  then  surely  it  is  not  worth  a  purposed  concealing 
from  the  owner,  when  it  is  taken.  He  who  under  this  pretence, 
conceals  his  taking,  in  the  very  act  contradicts  his  own  pre- 
tence ;  for  his  action  shows  that  he  apprehends,  or  at  least  sus- 
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honestly  by ;  and  especially  that  we  should  avoid  all  clandes- 
tine or  tmderhand  ways  of  obtaining  any  thing  that  is  oor  neigh- 
bour's, either  by  fraudulent  dealing,  or  by  that  taking  without 
our  neighbour's  knowledge  and  consent,  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking. 

I  warn  you  to  beware  of  dishonesty  in  withholding  what  is 
your  neighbour's,  either  by  unfaithfuhiess  to  your  trust  in  any 
business  which  you  undertake,  or  by  withholding  your  neigh- 
bour's just  and  honest  dues.  Consider  that  saying  of  the  apos- 
tle, Rom.  xiii.  8.  "  Owe  no  man  any  thing,  but  to  love  one 
another."  Be  also  warned  against  wronging  your  neighbour 
or  injuring  him  in  his  enclosures,  or  on  any  of  his  just  rights 
and  properties,  through  careless  neglect  of  what  is  reasonably 
expected  by  neighbours  one  of  another,  in  order  that  they  may 
live  one  by  another  without  mutual  injury.  Let  all  beware 
that  they  bring  not  guilt  on  their  souls  in  the  sight  of  God,  by 
taking  an  advantage  to  oppress  any  person.  Especially  be- 
ware of  taking  advantage  of  others'  poverty  to  extort  from  them : 
for  God  will  defend  their  cause,  and  you  will  be  no  gainers  by 
such  oppression. 

Beware  also  of  all  injustice  by  deceitful  and  fraudulent 
dealing.  You  doubtless  meet  with  abundance  of  temptation  to 
fraud,  and  have  need  to  keep  a  strong  guard  upon  yourselves* 
There  are  many  temptations  to  falsehood  in  trading,  both  about 
what  you  would  buy,  and  what  you  have  to  sell.  There  are, 
in  buying,  temptations  to  do  as  in  Prov.  xx.  14.  ''  It  is 
nought,  it  is  nought*  saith  the  buyer.''  There  are  many  temp- 
tations to  take  indirect  courses,  to  blind  those  with  whom  you 
deal,  about  the  qualities  of  what  you  have  to  sell*  to  diminish 
the  defects  of  your  commodities,  or  to  conceal  them,  and  to 
put  oflT things  for  good  which  are  bad.  And  there  are  doubtless 
many  other  ways  that  men  meet  with  temptations  to  deceive 
others,  which  your  own  experience  will  better  suggest  to  you 
than  I  can. 

But  here  I  shall  take  occasion  to  spcnk  of  a  particulfir 
kind  of  fraud,  which  is  very  a^ravated,  and  is  rather  a 
defrauding  of  God  than  man.  Wnkt  I  mean  i^,  iheghine  of 
that  which  is  bad  for  good  in  public  contributirmut  Thoogn  it 
be  matter  of  great  shame  and  lamentation  that  it  shoaid  be 
so,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared,  from  what  has  sometimes  been 
observed,  that  there  are  some  who,  when  there  is  a  public 
contribution  to  be  made  for  the  por>r,  or  some  other  piotw  and 
charitable  use,  sometime!!  fake  tnat  oppoffnnity  to  pit  off  ihtir 
bad  money.  That  which  they  fitHl^  m  think  Ihevf  nei^bonfs 
will  refuse  to  take  at  their  hands,  because  ihej  will  have 
opportunity  to  sec  what  is  offered  fhetn  and  to  tAmtiB  ^^ 
badness  of  it,  ercn  th^t  fber  fbefe/wr  fake  wpmfmMf  t* 
off  to  God. 

Vor.  VI  fMf 


530 


l-SAt^TlCAL  SEKHONS. 


I 
I 

b 


Hereby  they  endeavour  to  save  their  credit ;  for  thtj 
apprehend  that  they  shall  be  concealed.  They  appear  with 
others  to  go  to  the  contribution,  a»  it  is  not  known  but  lint 
they  put  in  that  which  is  good.  But  they  cheat  the  church 
of  God,  and  defraud  the  expectations  of  Ihe  poor  ;  or,  mlber, 
they  lie  to  God  :  for  those  who  receive  what  is  given,  stand  as 
Christ's  receivers,  and  not  as  acting  for  themselves  iq  ihii 
matter. 

They  that  do  thus,  do  that  which  is  very  much  of  the 
same  nature  with  that  sin,  against  which  God  denounces  that 
dreadful  curse  in  Mai.  i.  14.  "  Cursed  be  the  deceiver  which 
hath  in  his  flock  a  male,  and  voweth  and  aacrificeth  unto  the 
Lord  a  corrupt  thing:  for  I  am  a  great  King,  saith  the  Lord 
of  Hosts,  and  my  name  is  dreadful  among  the  heathen.'' 
That  hath  in  his  jiock  a  male,  i.  e.  that  has  in  his  flock  lh»t 
which  is  good  and  lit  to  be  oBered  to  God  ;  for  it  wns  the 
male  of  the  flock  principally  that  was  appointed,  in  the  Jaw 
of  Moses,  to  be  oQered  in  sacrifice.  He  has  inhis  flock  that 
which  is  good,  but  he  vowa  and  sacrifices  to  the  Lord,  "the 
torn,  the  lame,  and  the  sick,"  as  it  is  said  in  the  fort^oing 
verse;  ye  said  also,  "Behold  what  a  weariness  ia  it.  and  vc 
have  snuffed  at  it,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts ;  and  je  broognt 
that  which  was  torn,  and  the  lame,  and  the  sick  ^  \iius  ye 
brought  an  offering  :  should  1  accept  this  of  your  hands  1  saith 
the  Lord." 

Contributions  in  the  Christian  church  come  id  Die  room 
of  sacrifices  in  the  Jewish  church  :  mercy  comes  in  the  room 
of  sacriBce.  And  what  is  offered  in  the  way  of  mercy  w  at 
much  offered  to  God  as  the  sacrifices  of  old  were.  For  what! 
is  done  to  the  poor  is  done  to  Christ,  and  he  that  hath  pity 
on  the  poor,  Icndeth  to  the  Lord;  Prov.  xix.  17.  77»e  Jewt 
that  offered  the  sick  and  lame  of  ihe  flock,  knew  that  if  Ihcy 
had  otTered  it  to  their  governor,  and  had  attempted  to  put  it 
off  as  part  of  the  tribute  or  public  taxes  due  to  their  earthly 
rulers,  it  would  not  be  accepted,  and  therefore  they  were 
willing  to  put  it  oir  to  God.  "  And  if  ye  ofler  the  Wind 
for  sacrifice,  is  it  not  evil  1  and  if  ye  otTer  the  lame  anil 
sick,  is  it  not  evil  ?  Offer  it  now  unto  ihy  governor,  will  he 
he  pleased  with  thee,  or  accept  thy  person  ?  saith  the  Lord  of 
HoeIs." 

So  those  persons  who  purposely  put  bad  mooejr  into 
contributions,  know  that  what  they  put  in  would  aoi  b« 
accepted,  if  they  should  offer  to  pay  their  public  iMtcs. 
Yea,  they  know  that  their  neighbours  would  not  accept  it  «l 
their  hands  ;  and  therefore  they  are  willing  lo  save  themselves 
by  putting  it  off  lo  God. 

This  practice  has  also  very  much  of  Uio  nature  of  the 
sin  of    Ananias  and   Sapphirn.      What  they  ofifored    was  by 
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way  of  contribution  for  charitable  ases.  The  brethren  sold 
what  they  had,  and  brought  it  into^a  common  stock,  and 
put  all  under  the  care  of  deacons,  that  the  poor  might  every 
one  be  supplied.  Ananias  and  Sapphira  brought  a  part  of 
their  possessions,  and  put  it  into  the  common  stock ;  and 
their  sin  was,  that  they  put  it  in  for  more  than  it  really  was. 
It  was  but  a  part  of  what  they  had,  and  they  put  it  in,  and 
would  have  it  accepted,  as  if  it  had  been  all.  So  those  among 
us,  of  whom  I  am  speaking,  put  off  what  they  put  into  the 
charitable  stock  for  more  than  it  is.  For  they  put  it  in,  under 
the  notion  that  it  is  something  of  some  value  :  they  intend  it 
shall  be  so  taken  by  the  church  that  sees  them  go  to  the  con- 
tribution, when  indeed  they  put  in  nothing  at  all. 

Ananias  and  Sapphira  were  charged  with  lying  to  God, 
and  doing  an  act  of  fraud  towards  God  himself,  in  what  they 
did :  Acts  v.  4.  "  Whilst  it  remained,  was  it  not  thine  own  ? 
And  after  it  was  sold,  was  it  not  in  thine  own  power?  Why 
hast  thou  conceived  this  thing  in  thine  heart  ?  Thou  hast  not 
lied  unto  men,  but  unto  God."  So  those  who  knowingly  put 
bad  money  for  good  into  a  contribution  for  a  charitable  use, 
as  much  as  in  them  lies  commit  an  act  of  fraud  and  deceit 
towards  God.  For  the  deacons  who  receive  what  is  contri- 
buted, receive  it  not  in  their  own  names,  but  as  Christ *s 
receivers.  I  hope  these  things  may  be  sufficient  to  deter 
every  reader  from  ever  daring  to  do  such  a  thing  for  the  future. 

Again,  another  thing  1  would  warn  you  against  is, 
stealing,  properly  and  strictly  so  called ;  or  designedly  taking 
away  any  of  your  neighbour's  goods  without  his  consent  or 
knowledge.  And  especially  I  would  now  take  occasion  to 
warn  against  a  practice  which  is  very  common  in  the  countiy, 
particularly  among  children  and  young  people';  and  that  is, 
stealing  fruit  from  their  neighbours'  trees  or  enclosures.  There 
is  a  licentious  liberty  taken  by  many  children  and  young  peo- 
ple, in  making  bold  with  their  neighbours'  fruit;  and  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  they  are  too  much  countenanced  in  it  by  their  pa- 
rents and  many  elder  people. 

I  am  sensible,  that  the  great  thing  which  is  pleaded,  and 
made  very  much  the  ground  of  this  liberty  which  is  taken,  and 
so  much  tolerated,  is  a  very  abusive  and  unreasonable  construc- 
tion and  application  of  that  text  of  scripture  in  Deut.  xxiii.  24. 
"  When  thou  comest  into  thy  neighbour's  vineyard,  then  thou 
mayest  eat  grapes  thy  fill.  But  thou  shalt  not  put  any  in  thy 
vessel.'^  Because  this  text  seems  to  be  so  much  mistaken  and 
misimproved,  I  shall  therefore  endeavour  particularly  to  state 
the  matter  of  persons  taking  their  neighbours'  fruit,  and  to  set 
it  in  a  just  and  clear  light  as  concerning  this  text. 

It  was  to  eat  their  fill  of  grapes  when  they  occasionally 
came  into  or  passed  through  their  neighbour's  vineyard,  and 
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not  that  they  slioulJ  go  Ihilher  on  purpose  lo  cat  g 
is  mnnifeet  bj  the  manner  of  exprcseioD  :  "  Wlut 
into  thy  neighbour's  vineyard,  Ihou  mayest  eat  ;"  t,  e.  when 
thou  art  come  Ihilher  on  some  other  occasion.  If  God  had 
meant  to  give  them  leave  lo  come  thither  on  purpose,  for  du 
other  end,  it  would  not  Iiave  been  expressed  so:  but  rather 
thus,  TViou  mayest  come  into  thy  neighbour's  vineyard,  and  at 
grapes  thy  fill. — Such  were  the  circumstances  of  that  people, 
and  vineyards  among  Ihcm  were  so  common,  that  there  iras 
no  danger  that  thtE  liberty  would  be  attended  with  ill  conse- 
quence.  It  is  manifest  throughout  the  history  of  Israel,  that 
vincyardx  among  them  were  so  common  that  the  people  in  ge- 
neral had  them.  Every  husbandman  among  iheai  was  a  viiws 
dreaser ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  business  of  a  husfaaDdman 
among  them,  consisted  in  dressing  and  taking  care  of  bis  tine- 
yards.  Grapes  seem  to  have  been  the  most  common  sort  of 
fruit  that  they  had.  Besides,  there  was  no  liberty  given  Ar 
persons  to  go  on  purpose  to  a  vineyard  to  eat  the  fruit  of  iU 
So  that  there  was  no  danger  of  neighbours  suDering  one  by 
another,  by  any  such  liberty. — The  liberty  did  not  lend  to  any 
such  consequence,  as  the  flocking  of  a  great  number  (o  eat 
grapes,  whereby  the  fruit  of  the  vineyard  might  be  much 
diminished. 

Such  were  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  consent 
of  the  owners  of  vineyards  in  general  might  well  be  presumed 
upon,  though  no  such  express  liberty  had  been  given.  You 
may  remember,  that  in  the  definition  of  stealing,  I  observed,  that 
explicit  consent  is  not  always  necessary ;  because  the  case  may 
he  so  circumstanced,  that  consent  may  be  well  presumed  on. 
And  the  reason  why  consent  might  well  be  presumed  on  in 
the  case  of  eating  grapes,  of  which  wc  are  now  speaking,  is,  that 
there  could  be  no  sensible  injury,  nor  any  dangerof  nny  ill  conse- 
quences, by  which  a  man  would  sensibly  suffer  in  the  benefit 
of  his  vineyard.  Hence  it  is  Lhe  more  easy  to  determine,  what 
would,  and  what  would  not  be  justified  by  this  text,  among  us. 
Suppose  a  particular  person  among  us  had  a  vineyard  of  the 
same  kind  with  those  which  the  children  of  Israel  bad,  it 
would  not  justify  others  in  using  the  same  liberty  wheii  oc- 
casionally passing  through  it ;  because  it  would  be  a  rare  tbiw, 
and  the  rarity  and  scarcity  of  the  fruit  would  render  it  of  much 
greater  value.  Besides,  if  one  man  were  distinguished  by 
such  a  possession,  to  allow  of  such  a  liberty  would  have  « 
much  greater  tendency  to  ill  consequences,  than  if  they  were 
common,  as  they  were  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  There  would 
be  danger  of  many  persons  falsely  pretending  and  making  ocea- 
Bions  to  pass  through  the  vineyard,  for  the  sake  of  such  rare  frail. 

JSor  would  It  be  a  p^allel  case,  if  men  in  general  among 
us  had  each  of  them  a  /«,-  vines.     That  would  be  a  verv  d2 


SER.  XVI.  The  Dishonest  warned.  533 

ferent  thing  from  persons  in  general  having  large  vineyards. 
Nor  would  this  text,  in  such  a  case,  warrant  men^s  eating  their 
fill  of  grapes  when  occasionally  passing  by. — And  though  all 
in  general  had  vineyards,  as  they  had  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
this  text  would  not  justify  men  in  going  into  their  neighbour's 
vineyard  on  purpose  to  eat  the  fruit.  No  such  liberty  is  given 
in  the  text.  If  there  had  been  such  liberty,  it  might  have  been 
of  ill  consequence.  For  the  sake  of  saving  their  own  grapes, 
men  might  make  a  practice  of  going  and  sending  their  children 
into  their  neighbour's  vineyards,  to  eat  their  fill  from  time  to 
time. 

But  the  liberty  given  in  this  text  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
seems  to  be  very  parallel  with  the  liberty  taken  among  us,  to 
take  up  an  apple  or  two  and  eat,  as  we  are  occasionally  passing 
through  a  neighbour's  orchard :  which  as  our  circumstances, 
are,  we  may  do,  and  justly  presume  that  we  have  the  owner's 
consent.  This  is  a  liberty  that  we  take,  and  find  no  ill  con- 
sequences. It  was  very  much  so  with  vineyards  in  the  land 
of  Canaan,  as  it  is  with  orchards  among  us.  Apples  in  some 
countries  are  a  rare  fruit ;  and  there  it  would  by  no  means  be 
warrantable  for  persons  to  take  the  same  liberty,  when  occa- 
sionally passing  by  their  neighbour's  apple  tree,  which  we  war- 
rantably  take  here,  when  going  through  a  neighbour's  orchard. 

The  consideration  of  these  things  will  easily  show  the 
great  abuse  that  is  made  of  this  text,  when  it  is  brought  to 
justify  such  a  resorting  of  children  and  others  to  their  neigh- 
bour's fruit  trees,  as  is  sometimes,  on  purpose  to  take  and  eat 
the  fruit.  Indeed  this  practice  is  not  only  not  justified  by  the 
law  of  Moses,  but  it  is  in  itself  unreasonable,  and  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nature.  The  consequences  of  it  are  pernicious,  so 
that  a  man  can  have  no  dependence  on  enjoying  the  fruit  of 
his  labour  or  the  benefit  of  his  property  in  those  things,  which 
possibly  he  may  very  much  value.  He  can  have  no  assurance 
but  that  he  shall  be  mainly  deprived  of  what  he  has,  and  that 
others  will  not  have  the  principal  benefit  of  it ;  and  so  that 
his  end  in  planting  and  cultivating  that  from  which  he  expected 
those  fruits  of  the  earth,  which  God  hath  given  for  the  use, 
comfort,  and  delight  of  mankind,  will  not  be  in  the  main 
frustrated. 
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has  suflfered  at  your  hands.  That  it  was  done  long  ago,  doth 
not  quit  you  from  obligation  to  restore.  This  is  a  dutj  with 
which  you  must  comply  ;  you  cannot  be  acquitted  without  it. 
As  long  as  you  neglect  it,  it  will  be  unreasonable  in  you  to 
expect  any  forgiveness  of  God.  For  what  ground  can  you 
have  to  think  that  God  will  pardon  you,  as  long  as  you 
wilfully  continue  in  the  same  wrong,  and  wrong  the  same  man 
still  every  day,  by  detaining  from  him  that  which  is  his? 
You  in  your  prayers  ask  of  God,  that  he  would  forgive  all 
your  sins ;  but  your  very  prayers  are  mockery,  if  you  still 
wilfully  continue  in  those  sins. — Indeed  if  you  go  and  confess 
your  faults  to  your  neighbour,  and  he  will  freely  acquit  you 
from  making  restitution,  you  will  be  acquitted  from  the  obli- 
gation ;  for  in  so  doing,  your  neighbour  gives  you  what  before 
was  his.     But  otherwise  you  cannot  be  acquitted. 

I  would  leave  this  advice  with  all,  for  direction  in  their 
behaviour  on  their  death  beds.  Indeed  you  should  not  by 
any  means  put  it  off  till  you  come  to  die ;  and  you  will  run 
the  most  fearful  risk  in  so  doing.  But  if  you  will  not  do  it 
now,  while  you  are  in  health,  I  will  leave  it  with  you  to 
remember,  when  you  shall  come  to  lie  on  your  death-beds. 
Doubtless,  then  if  you  have  the  use  of  your  reason,  you  will 
be  concerned  for  the  salvation  of  your  poor  souls.  And  let 
this  be  one  thing  then  remembered,  as  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  to  your  salvation,  that  before  you  die,  you  must 
make  restitution  for  whatever  wrong  you  shall  have  done  any 
of  your  neighbours ;  or  at  least  leave  orders  that  such  resti- 
tution be  made;  otherwise  you  wilU  as  it  were,  go  out  of  the 
world,  and  go  before  your  Great  Judge,  with  stolen  goods  in 
your  hands.  And  certainty  it  will  not  be  very  comfortable  or 
safe,  to  bring  them  into  his  infinitely  holy  and  dreadful 
presence,  when  he  sits  on  his  throne  of  judgment,  with  his 
eyes-  as  a  flame  of  firey  being  more  pure  than  to  look  on  ini- 
quity :  when  he  is  about  to  sentence  you  to  your  everlasting 
unalterable  state. 

Every  one  here  present,  who  has  been  guilty  of  wronging 
his  neighbour,  aud  has  not  made  restitution,  must  die.  Let  all 
such  therefore  remember  this  counsel  now  given  them,  on  the 
day  when  death  shall  approach,  if  they  shall  be  so  foolish  as  to 
neglect  it  till  that  time. 


SERMON  XVII. 


CHRISTIAN  CHARITY,  Ac.  &c« 


Deut.  XV.  7 — 12. 

If  there  be  among  you  a  poor  man  of  one  of  thy  brethren^  wiihiti 
any  of  thy  gates ^  in  thy  land*  which  the  Lord  tky  God  gvotih 
ihee^  thou  shalt  not  harden  thine  heart,  nor  shut  thine  hand 
from  thy  poor  brother :  But  thou  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide 
unto  him^  and  shalt  surely  lend  him  sufficient  for  his  nttd^ 
in  that  which  he  wanteth.  Beware  that  there  he  not  a 
thought  in  thy  wicked  hearty  saying.  The  seventh  year,  the 
year  of  release  is  at  hand :  and  thine  eye  be  evil  against  thy 
poor  brother,  and  thou  givest  him  nought,  and  he  cry  unto 
the  Lord  against  thee,  and  it  be  sin  unto  thee.  Thou  shalt 
surely  give  him,  and  thine  heart  shall  not  be  grieved  when 
thou  givest  unto  him :  because  that  for  this  thing  the  Lord 
thy  God  shall  bless  thee  in  all  thy  tborks,  and  in  all  that  thou 
puttest  thine  hand  unto.  For  the  poor  shall  never  cease 
out  of  the  land:  therefore  I  command  thee,  saying.  Thou 
shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  thy  brother,  to  thy  poor, 
and  to  thy  needy,  in  thy  land. 


SECT.  I. 

The  Words  explained* 

The  duty  here  enjoined  is  giving  to  the  poor ;  "  If  there 
be  among  you  a  poor  man  of  one  of  thy  brethren,  thou  shalt 
not  harden  thine  heart,  nor  shut  thine  hand  from  thy  poor  bro- 
ther :  Thou  shalt  surely  give  him."  Here  by  thy  poor  brother 
is  to  be  understood  the  same  as  in  other  places  is  meant  by 
neighbour.  It  is  explained  in  Levit.  xxv.  35,  to  mean  not 
only  those  of  their  own  nation,  but  even  strangers  and  so- 
jonrners:  "And  if  thv  brother  be  waxen  poor,  and  fallen  in 
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decay  with  thee  :  then  thou  shalt  relieve  him:  yea,  thoagh  bo 
be  a  stranger^  or  a  sojourner J^'*  The  Pharisees  indeed  inter* 
preted  it  to  signify  only  one  of  their  own  nation  ;  but  Christ 
condemns  this  interpretation,  Luke  x.  29,  &c.  and  teaches,  in 
contradiction  to  their  opinion,  that  the  rules  of  charity,  in  the 
law  of  Moses,  are  to  be  extended  to  the  Samaritans,  who  were 
not  of  their  nation,  and  between  whom  and  the  Jews  there  wa)i 
the  most  bitter  enmity,  and  who  were  a  people  very  trouble- 
some to  the  Jews* 

God  gives  us  direction  how  we  are  to  give  in  such  a  case* 
viz.  hounitfully  and  willingly.  We  should  give  bountifully^ 
and  sufficiently  for  the  supply  of  the  poor's  need  :  verse  7,  8, 
^^  Thou  shall  not  shut  up  thine  hand  from  thy  poor  brother ; 
but  thou  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  him,  and  lend  him 
sufficient  for  his  need,  in  that  which  he  wanteth.^'  And  again, 
in  verse  11.  ^^  Thou  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  thy 
brother,  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy  needy,  in  thy  land.'*  Again, 
we  should  give  willingly^  and  without  grudging  :  verse  7« 
'^  Thou  shalt  not  harden  thine  heart  from  thy  poor  brother  ;'^ 
and  verse  1 0.  ^^  And  thine  heart  shall  not  be  grieved  when  thou 
givest  him." 

We  may  also  observe  how  peremptorily  this  duty  is  here 
enjoined,  and  how  much  it  is  insisted  on.  It  is  repeated  over 
and  over  again,  and  enjoined  in  the  strongest  terms :  verse  7. 
^'  Thou  shalt  not  harden  thine  heart,  nor  shut  thine  hand  from 
thy  poor  brother ;''  verse  8.  ''  But  thou  shalt  open  thine  hand 
wide  unto  him ;"  verse  10.  "Thou  shalt  surely  give  him;" 
verse  11.  'M  command  thee,  saying.  Thou  shalt  open  thine 
hand  wide  unto  thy  brother ;  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy 
needy." 

Moreover,  God  strictly  warna  against  objections,  verse  9* 
^'  Beware  that  there  be  not  a  thought  in  thy  wicked  heart, 
saying,  "  The  seventh  year,  the  year  of  release,  is  at  hand :  and 
thine  eye  be  evil  against  thy  poor  brother,  and  thou  givest 
him  nought,  and  he  cry  unto  the  Lord  against  thee,  and  it  be 
sin  unto  thee."  The  matter  concerning  the  seventh  year,  or 
year  of  release,  was  thus  :  God  had  given  Israel  a  law,  that  every 
seventh  year  should  be  a  year  of  release  ;  that  if  any  man  had 
lent  any  thing  to  any  of  his  poor  neighbours,  if  the  latter  had  not 
been  able  to  repay  it  before  that  year,  the  former  should  release 
it,  and  should  not  exact  it  of  his  neighbour,  but  give  it  to 
him.  Therefore  God  warns  the  children  of  Israel  against 
making  of  this  an  objection  to  helping  their  poor  neighbours, 
that  the  year  of  release  was  near  at  hand  ;  and  it  was  not  likely 
that  they  would  be  able  to  refund  it  again  before  that  time,  and 
then  they  should  lose  it  wholly,  because  then  they  would  be 
obliged  to  release  it.  God  foresaw  that  the  wickedness  of 
their  hearts  would  be  ready  to  make  such  an  objection  ;  but 
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very   stricliy  warns  them   against  it,  that  they  thould  n« 

the  more  backward  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  needy  for  that, 
but  should  be  willing  to  give  him  :  "Thou  shall  be  willing  to 
lend,  expecliog  nothing  again." 

Men  are  exceedingly  apt  to  make  objections  against  such 
duties,  which  God  speaks  of  here  as  a  manifestation  of  the 
wickedness  of  their  hearts :  "  Beware  that  there  be  not  a 
thought  in  thy  wicked  heart,"  &c.  The  warning  is  very  slricl. 
God  doth  not  only  say,  Beware  that  thou  do  not  acluaJlr 
refuse  to  give  him;  but,  Beware  that  thou  have  not  one  ob- 
jecting thought  against  it,  arising  from  a  backwardness  (o 
liberality.  God  warns  against  the  beginnings  of  uncharitabJe- 
ncsH  in  Ihe  heart,  and  against  whatever  tends  to  a  forbearance 
to  give:  "And  thou  give  him  nought,  and  he  cry  unto  ibc 
Lord  against  thee,  and  it  he  sin  unto  thee."  God  warns 
them  from  the  guilt  which  they  would  be  liable  to  bring  upon 
ihemsekca  hereby. 

We  may  observe  here  several  enforcements  of  thii  duly. 
There  is  a  reason  of  this  duty  implied  in  God's  calhng  him 
tliart  is  needy,  our  brotktr:  "  Thou  shalt  not  shut  thine  band 
from  thy  poor  brother  f'  and  verse  9.  "  Beware  that  tbine  eye 
be  not  evil  against  Ihy  poor  brother  ;^^  and  verse  11.  "  Thou 
shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  to  thy  brother.^'  We  are  to  took 
upon  ourselves  as  related  to  all  mankind,  but  especially  to 
those  who  are  of  the  visible  people  of  God.  We  are  to  look 
upon  them  as  brethren,  and  to  treat  them  accordingly.  We 
shall  be  base  indeed,  if  we  be  not  willing  to  help  a  brother 
in  want. — Another  enforcement  of  this  duly  is  the  pfotnue  of 
God,  that  for  this  thing  lie  will  bless  us  in  all  our  works,  and 
in  all  that  we  put  our  hands  unto ;  a  promise  that  we  shall  not 
lose,  but  gain  by  it.  (verse  10.) — Another  is,  (bat  wesliatl  never 
want  proper  objects  of  our  charity  and  bounty-,  verse  It. 
■'  For  the  poor' shall  never  cease  out  of  thy  land."  This  God 
saith  to  the  Jewish  church ;  and  the  like  Christ  aatth  to  the 
Christian  church,  Matt.  xxvt.  II.  "  The  poor  yc  have  alwayt 
with  you."  This  is  to  cut  ofi"  an  encuse  that  uncharitable 
persons  would  be  ready  to  make  for  not  giving,  that  they  could 
iiad  no  body  to  give  to,  that  they  saw  none  who  needed.  God 
cuts  off  such  an  excuse,  by  telling  ua,  that  he  would  so  order 
it  in  his  providence,  that  his  people  every  where,  and  in  all 
ages,  shall  have  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  that  virtue. 

From  this  account  the  doctrine  is  obvious,  that  it  is  the 
absolute  and  indispensable  duty  of  the  people  of  God,  to  give 
bountifully  and  willingly  for  supplying  the  wants  of  Ibe  need;. 
— But  more  particularly, 

!.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  God,  to  give  batoUifidly 
for  the  aforesaid  purpose.  It  is  commanded  once  and  again 
in  the  text,  "  Thou  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  thy  poor 
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brother.^'  Merely  to  give  somelhiDg  is  not  sufficient ;  It 
answers  not  the  rule,  nor  comes  up  to  the  holy  command  of 
God  ;  but  we  must  open  our  band  wide.  What  we  give,  con- 
sidering our  neighbour's  wants,  and  our  ability,  should  be  such 
as  may  be  called  a  liberal  gift.  What  is  meant  in  the  text  by 
opening  the  hand  wide,  with  respect  to  those  that  are  able,  is 
explained  in  ver.  8.  ^^  Thou  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto 
him,  and  shall  surely  lend  him  sufficient  for  his  want  in  that 
which  he  needetb.'^  By  lending  here,  as  is  evident  by  the  two 
following  verses,  an^  as  we  have  just  now  shown,  is  not  only 
meant  lending  to  receive  again  ;  the  word  lend  in  scripture  is 
sometimes  used  for  giving ;  as  in  Luke  vi.  So.  ^^  Do  good  and 
lend,  hoping  for  nothing  again.^' 

We  are  commanded,  therefore,  to  give  our  poor  neighbour 
what  is  sufficient  for  his  need.  There  ought  to  be  none  suffisred 
to  live  in  pinching  want,  among  a  visible  people  of  God,  who 
are  able ;  unless  in  case  of  idleness,  or  prodigality,  or  some 
such  case  which  the  word  of  God  excepts. — It  is  said  that  the 
children  of  Israel  should  lend  to  the  poor,  and  in  the  year  of 
release  should  release  what  they  had  lent  save  when  there  should 
be  no  poor  among  them*  It  is  rendered  in  the  margin,  to  the 
end  there  be  no  poor  among  you  ;  i.  e.  you  should  so  supply  the 
wants  of  the  needy,  that  there  may  be  none  among  you  in 
pinching  want.  This  translation  seems  the  more  likely  to  be 
the  true  one,  because  God  says,  ver.  1 1 .  that  there  shall  be  no 
such  time  when  there  shall  be  no  poor,  who  shall  be  proper 
objects  of  charity. — When  persons  give  very  sparingly^  it  is  no 
manifestation  of  charity,  but  of  a  contrary  spirit :  2  Cor.  ix.  5. 
^'  Therefore  I  thought  it  necessary  to  exhort  the  brethren,  that 
they  would  go  before  unto  you,  and  make  up  beforehand 
your  bounty,  whereof  ye  had  notice  before,  that  the  ss^ne 
might  be  ready,  as  a  matter  of  bounty,  and  not  as  of  covet- 
ousness.^'     The  apostle  here  calls  a  very  sparing  contribution, 

matter  of  covetousness. 

■I 

2.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  visible  people  of  God,  to  give  for 
the  supply  of  the  needy,/rcc/y,  and  without  grudging.  It  doth 
not  at  all  answer  the  rule  in  the  sight  of  God,  if  it  be  done 
with  an  inward  grudging,  or  if  the  heart  be  grieved,  and  it 
inwardly  hurt  the  man  to  give  what  he  gives:  Thou  shalt 
surely  give,'*  says  God,  "  and  thine  heart  shall  not  be  grieved." 
God  looks  at  the  heart,  and  the  hand  is  not  accepted  without 
it:  2Cor«  ix.  7.  '^ Every  man  according  as  he  hath  purposed 
in  his  heart,  so  let  biro  give,  not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity ; 
for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver/' 

3.  This  is  a  duty  to  which  God's  people  arc  under  very 
strict  obligations.    It  is  not  merely  a  commendable  thing  for 
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is  most  reasonable  iu  itself;  and  so,  on  this  account,  there  is 
reason  why  God  should  much  insist  upon  it. 

1.  It  is  most  reasonable,  considering  the  general  state  and 
nature  of  mankind.  This  is  such  as  renders  it  most  reasonable 
that  we  should  lov^e  our  neighbour  as  ourselves ;  for  men  are 
made  in  the  image  of  our  God,  and  on  this  account  are  worthy 
of  our  love.  Besides,  we  are  all  nearly  allied  one  to  another 
by  nature.  We  have  all  the  same  nature,  like  faculties,  like 
dispositions,  like  desires  of  good,  like  needs,  like  aversion  to 
misery,  and  are  made  of  one  blood ;  and  we  are  made  to 
subsist  by  society  and  union  one  with  another.  God  hath 
made  us  with  such  a  nature,  that  we  cannot  subsist  without  the 
help  of  one  another.  Mankind  in  this  respect  are  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  natural  body ;  one  cannot  subsist  alone,  without  an 
union  with,  and  the  help  of  the  rest. 

Now,  this  state  of  mankind  shows  how  reasonable  and 
suitable  it  is^  that  men  should  love  their  neighbours  ;  and  that 
we  should  not  look  every  one  at  his  own  things,  but  every  man 
also  at  the  things  of  others,  Phil.  ii.  4.  A  selfish  spirit  is  very 
unsuitable  to  the  nature  and  state  of  mankind.  He  who  is  all 
for  himself,  and  none  for  his  neighbours,  deserves  to  be  cut  off 
from  the  benefit  of  human  society,  and  to  be  turned  out  among 
wild  beasts,  to  subsist  by  himself  as  well  as  he  can.  A  private 
niggardly  spirit  is  more  suitable  for  wolves  and  other  beasts  of 
prey,  than  for  human  beings. 

To  love  our  neighbours  as  ourselves,  is  the  sum  of  the 
moral  law  respecting  our  fellow-creatures  ;  and  to  help  them, 
and  to  contribute  to  their  relief,  is  the  most  natural  expression 
of  this  love.  It  is  vain  to  pretend  to  a  spirit  of  love  to  our  neigh- 
bours, when  it  is  grievous  to  us  to  part  with  any  thing  for  their 
help  when  under  calamity.  They  who  love  only  in  word,  and 
in  tongue,  and  not  in  deed,  have  no  love  in  truth.  Any  pro- 
fession without  it  is  a  vain  pretence.  To  refuse  to  give  to  the 
needy,  is  unreasonable,  because  we  therein  do  to  others  contrary 
to  what  we  would  have  others  do  to  us  in  like  circumstances. 
We  are 'Very  sensible  of  our  own  calamities;  and  when  we 
suffer,  are  ready  enough  to  think  that  our  state  requires  the 
compassion  and  help  of  others ;  and  are  ready  enough  to  think 
it  hard,  if  others  will  not  deny  themselves  in  order  to  help  us 
when  in  straits. 

2.  It  is  especially  reasonable,  considering  our  circum- 
stances, under  such  a  dispensation  of  grace  as  that  of  the 
gospel.  Consider  how  much  God  hath  done  for  us,  how 
greatly  he  hath  loved  us,  what  he  hath  given  us,  when  we 
were  so  unworthy,  and  when  he  could  have  no  addition  to  his 
happiness  by  us.  Consider  that  silver  and  gold,  and  earthly 
crowns,  were  in  his  esteem  but  mean  things  to  give  us,  and  he 
hath  therefore  given  us  his  own  Son.    Christ  loved  and  pitied 
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US,  when  we  were  poor,  and  he  laid  out  himself  to  help,  and 
even  did  shed  his  own  blood  for  us  without  grudging.  He  did 
not  think  much  to  deny  himself,  and  to  be  at  great  cost  for  us 
vile  wretches,  in  order  to  make  us  rich,  and  to  clothe  us  with 
kingly  robes,  when  we  were  naked  :  to  feast  us  at  his  oy^  n  tabic 
with  dainties  infinitely  costly,  when  we  were  stanriog;  to 
advance  us  from  the  dunghill,  and  set  us  among  princes,  and 
make  us  to  inherit  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  so  to  give  us 
the  enjoyment  of  the  greatest  wealth  and  plenty  to  all  eternity ; 
agreeably  to  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  ^^  For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes 
he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich/^ 
Considering  all  these' things,  what  a  poor  business  will  it  be, 
that  those  who  hope  to  share  these  benefits,  yet  cannot  give 
something  for  the  relief  of  a  poor  neighbour  without  grudgine! 
that  it  should  grieve  them  to  part  with  a  small  matter,  to  help 
a  fellow-servant  in  calamity,  when  Christ  did  not  grudge  to 
shed  his  own  blood  for  them ! 

How  unsuitable  is  it  for  us,  who  live  only  by  kindness,  to 
be  unkind !  What  would  have  become  of  us,  if  Christ  had  been 
so  saving  of  his  blood,  and  loth  to  bestow  it,  as  many  men  are 
of  their  money  or  goods  7  or  if  he  had  been  as  ready  to  excuse 
himself  from  dying  for  us,  as  men  commonly  are  to  excuse 
themselves  from  charity  to  their  neighbour?  If  Christ  would 
have  made  objections  of  suoh  things,  as  men  commonly  object 
to  performing  deeds  of  charity  to  their  neighbour,  he  would 
have  found  enough  of  them. 

Besidesi  Christ,  by  his  redemption,  has  brought  us  into  a 
more  near  relation  one  to  another,  hatt\  made  us  children  of 
God,  children  in  the  same  family.  We  are  all  brethren,  having 
God  for  our  common  Father  ;  which  is  much  more  than  to  be 
brethren  in  any  other  family.  He  hath  made  us  all  one  body  \ 
therefore  we  ought  to  be  united,  and  subserve  one  another's 
good,  and  bear  one  anothcr^s  burdens,  as  is  the  case  with  the 
members  of  the  same  natural  body.  If  one  of  the  members 
suffer,  all  the  other  members  bear  the  burden  with  it,  1  Cor. 
xii.  26.  If  one  member  be  diseased  or  wounded,  the  other 
members  of  the  body  will  minister  to  it,  and  help  it.  So  surely 
it  should  be  in  the  body  of  Christ :  Gal.  vi.  2.  "Bear  ye  one 
another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ. 

Apply  these  things  to  yourselves ;  and  inquire,  whether 
you  do  not  lie  under  guilt  on  account  of  the  neglect  of  this 
duty,  in  withholding  that  charity  which  God  requires  of  you 
towards  the  needy  ?  You  have  often  been  put  upon  examining 
yourselves,  whether  you  do  not  live  in  some  way  displeasing 
to  God.  Perhaps  at  such  times  it  never  came  into  your  minds, 
whether  you  did  not  lie  under  guilt  on  this  account. — But 
this  n^Iect  certainly  brings  guilt  upon  the  soul  in  the  sight  of 
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God,  as  is  evident  by  the  text :  "  Beware  that  thine  eye  be  not 
evil  against  thy  poor  brother,  and  thou  givest  him  nought,  and 
he  cry  unto  the  Lord  against  thee,  and  it  be  a  sin  unto  thee,'^ 
ver.  9.  This  is  often  mentioned  as  one  of  the  sins  of  Judah 
and  Jerusalem,  for  which  God  wa^  about  to  bring  such  terrible 
judgments  upon  them  ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  sins  of  Sodom, 
for  which  that  city  was  destroyed,  that  she  did  not  give  to 
supply  the  poor  and  needy,  Ezek.  xvi.  49.  "  This  was  the 
iniquity  of  thy  sister  Sodom,  pride,  fulness  of  bread,  and  abun- 
dance of  idleness  in  her,  and  in  her  daughters ;  neither  did  she 
strengthen  the  hand  of  the  poor  and  needy.^' 

And  have  we  not  reason  to  fear,  that  much  guilt  lies  upon 
this  land  on  this  very  account  ?  We  have  a  high  conceit  of  our- 
selves for  religion  ;  but  do  not  manv  other  countries  shame  as  ? 
Do  not  the  Papists  shame  us  in  this  respect?  So  far  as  I  can 
understand  the  tenor  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  rules  of 
the  word  of  God,  the  same  are  in  no  measure  in  this  respect 
answered  by  the  general  practice  of  most  people  in  this  land. 
There  are  many  who  make  a  high  profession  of  religion  ;  but  do 
not  many  of  them  need  to  be  informed  by  the  apostle  James, 
what  true  religion  is  ? 

Let  every  one  examine  himself,  whether  he  do  not  lie 
under  guilt  in  this  matter.  Have  you  not  forborne  to  give, 
when  you  have  seen  your  brother  in  want  ?  Have  you  not  shut 
up  the  bowels  of  your  compassion  towards  him,  and  forborne 
to  deny  yourselves  a  little  for  his  relief?  Or  when  you  have 
given,  have  you  not  done  it  grudgingly  ^  And  has  it  not  in- 
wardly hurt  and  grieved  you  ?  You  have  looked  upon  what 
you  have  given,  as  lost :  so  that  what  you  have  given,  has  been, 
as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  a  matter  of  covetousness,  rather  than 
of  bounty.  Have  not  occasions  of  giving  been  unwelcome  to 
you  ?  Have  you  not  been  uneasy  under  them  ?  Have  you  not 
felt  a  considerable  backwardness  to  give  ?  Have  you  not,  from 
a  grudging,  backward  spirit,  been  apt  to  raise  objections  against 
giving,  and  to  excuse  yourselves  ?  Such  things  as  these  bring 
guilt  upon  the  soul,  and  often  bring  down  the  curse  of  God 
upon  the  persons  in  whom  these  things  are  found,  as  we  may 
show  more  fully  hereafter. 


SECT.  III. 

An  Exhortation  to  the  Duty  of  Charity  to  the  Poor. 

We  are  professors  of  Christianity,  we  pretend  to  be  the 
followers  of  Jesus,  and  to  make  the  gospel  our  rule.  We  have 
the  Bible  in  our  bouses.  Let  us  not  behave  ourselves  in  this 
particalaft  fts  if  we  bad  never  seen  the  Bible,  bs  if  we  were 
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what  is  denied  unto  them,  as  denied  unto  hinn.  Prov.  xix*  17. 
"  He  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord/^  God 
bath  been  pleased  to  nnake  our  needy  neighbours  his  receivers. 
He  in  his  infinite  mercy  hath  so  interested  himself  in  their  case^ 
that  he  looks  upon  what  is  given  in  charity  to  them,  as  given 
to  himself;  and  when  we  deny  them  what  their  circumstances 
require  of  us,  he  looks  upon  it  that  we  therein  rob  him  of  his 
right. 

Christ  teaches  us,  that  we  arc  to  look  upon  our  fclloit 
Christians  in  this  case  as  himself,  and  that  our  giving  or  with-* 
holding  from  them,  shall  be  taken,  as  if  we  so  behaved  our- 
selves towards  him ;  see  Matt.  xxv.  40.  There  Christ  says  to 
the  righteous  on  his  right  hand,  who  had  supplied  the  wants  of 
the  needy,  ^^  In  that  ye  have  done  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.'^  In  like  manner  be 
says  to  the  wicked  who  bad  not  shown  mercy  to  the  poor,  vcr^ 
45,  ^^  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 
ye  did  it  not  to  me." — Now  what  stronger  enforcement  of  this 
duty  can  be  conceived,  or  is  possible  than  this,  that  Jesus  Christ 
looks  upon  our  kind  and  bountiful,  or  unkind  and  uncharitable 
treatment  of  our  needy  neighbours,  as  such  a  treatment  of 
himself? 

If  Christ  himself  were  upon  earth,  and  dwelt  among  ud 
in  a  frail  body,  as  be  once  did,  and  were  in  calamitous  and 
needy  circumstances,  should  we  not  be  willing  to  supply 
him  ?  Should  we  be  apt  to  excuse  ourselves  from  helping 
him  ?  Should  we  not  be  willing  to  supply  him,  so  that  be 
might  live  free  from  distressing  poverty  ?  And  if  we  did 
otherwise,  should  we  not  bring  great  guilt  upon  ourselves  ? 
And  might  not  our  conduct  justly  be  very  highly  resented  by 
God  ?  Christ  was  once  here  in  a  frail  body,  stood  in  need  of 
the  charity,  and  was  maintained  by  it;  Luke  viii.  2,  3.  '^And 
certain  women  which  had  beea  healed  of  evil  spirits  and  in^ 
firraities,  Mary  called  Magdalene,  out  of  whom  went  seven 
devils,  and  Joanna  the  wife  of  Chuza,  Herod's  steward,  and 
Susanna  and  many  others,  which  ministered  unto  him  of  their 
substance.''  So  be  still,  in  many  of  his  members,  needs  the 
charity  of  others. 

111.  Consider  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  our 
complying  with  the  difficult  duties  of  religion.  To  give  to 
the  poor  in  the  manner  and  measure  that  the  gospel  prescribes^ 
is  a  difficult  duty ;  i.  e.  it  is  very  contrary  to  corrupt  nature,  to 
that  covetousnesi  and  selfishness  of  which  there  is  so  much 
in  the  wicked  heart  of  man.  Man  is  naturally  governed  only 
by  a  principle  of  self-love  ;  and  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  corrupt 
nature,  for  men  to  deny  themselves  of  their  present  interest, 
trusting  in  God  to  make  it  up  to  them  hereafter. — But  bow 
often  bath  Christ  told  us  the  necessity  of  doing  difficult  duties 
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their  coDtributiDg  for  the  supply  of  the  poor  saints,  tells  them 
what  he  doth  it  for,  viz,  a  trial  of  their  sincerity V  see  2  Cor. 
viii.  8.  "I  speak  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  your  love." 

3.  Christ  teaches,  that  judgment  will  be  past  at  the  great 
day  according  to  men^s  works  in  this  respect.  This  is  taught 
us  by  Christ  in  the  most  particular  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  that  day,  that  we  have  in  the  whole  Bible  ;  see  Matt.  xxv. 
34,  &c.  It  is  evident  that  Christ  thus  represented  the  proceed- 
ings and  determinations  of  this  great  day,  as  turning  upon  this 
one  point,  on  purpose,  and  on  design  to  lead  us  into  this  notion, 
and  to  fix  it  in  us,  that  a  charitable  spirit  and  practice  to- 
wards our  brethren  is  necessary  to  salvation. 

V.  Consider  what  abundant  encouragement  the  word  of 
God  gives,  that  you  shall  be  no  losers  by  your  charity  and 
bounty  to  them  who  are  in  want.  As  there  is  scarce  any  duty 
prescribed  in  the  word  of  God,  which  is  so  much  insisted  on 
as  this,  so  there  is  scarce  any  to  which  there  are  so  many 
promises  of  reward  made.  This  virtue  especially  hath  the 
promises  of  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come.  If  wc  believe 
the  scriptures,  when  a  man  charitably  gives  to  his  neighbour  in 
want,  the  giver  has  the  greatest  advantage  by  it,  even  greater 
than  the  receiver;  Acts  xx.  35.  ^M  have  showed  you  all 
things,  how  that  so  labouring  ye  ought  to  support  the  weak, 
and  to  remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said, 
It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.'^  He  that  gives 
bountifully  is  a  happier  man  that  he  that  receives  bountifully ; 
Prov.  xiv.  21.  "He  that  hath  mercy  on  the  poor,  happy 
is  he." 

Many  persons  are  ready  to  look  upon  what  is  bestowed 
for  charitable  uses  as  lost.  6ut  we  ought  not  to  look  upon  it 
as  lost,  because  it  benefits  those  whom  we  ought  to  love  as 
ourselves.  And  not  only  so,  but  it  is  not  lost  to  us^  if  we  give 
any  credit  to  the  scriptures.  See  the  advice  that  Solomon  gives 
in  Eccl.  xi.  1.  "Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt 
find  it  after  many  days.''  By  casting  our  bread  upon  the 
waters,  Solomon  means  giving  it  to  the  poor,  as  appears  by  the 
next  words,  "Give  a  portion  to  seven  and  also  to  eight."* 
Waters  are  sometimes  put  for  people  and  multitudes. 

What  strange  advice  would  this  seem  to  many,  to  cast  their 
bread  upon  the  waters,  which  would  seem  to  them  like  throw- 
ing it  away  !  What  more  direct  method  to  lose  our  bread, 
than  to  go  and  throw  it  into  the  sea.  But  the  wise  man  tells 
us,  No,  it  18  not  lost ;  you  shall  find  it  again  after  many  days. 
It  18  not  sunk,  but  you  commit  it  to  providence ;  you  commit 
it  to  the  winds  and  waves :  however  it  will  come  about  to  you 
and  you  shall  find  it  again  after  manv  days.  Though  it  should 
be  many  dajrs  first,  yet  you  shall  find  it  at  last,  at  a  time  when 
you  most  need  it    He  that^  giveth  to  the  poor  lendeth  to  the 
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temporal  interest.  They  who  give  io  the  exercise  of  a  gracious 
charity,  are  in  the  way  to  be  gainers  both  here  and  hereafter ; 
and  those  that  give  in 'the  exercise  of  a  moral  bounty  and  libe- 
rality, have  many  temporal  promises  made  to  them.  We  learn 
by  the  word  of  God,  that  they,  are  in  the  way  to  be  prospered 
in  their  outward  affairs.  Ordinarily  such  do  not  lose  by  it,  but 
such  a  blessing  attends  their  concerns,  that  they  are  paid  doubly 
for  it :  Prov.  xi.  24,  25.  "  There  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet  in- 
creaseth  ;  there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it 
tendeth  to  poverty.  The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat  ;  and 
he  that  watereth,  shall  be  watered  also  himself. ^^  And  Prov. 
xxviii.  27.  ^^  He  that  giveth  to  the  poor  shall  not  lack.'^ 

When  men  give  to  the  needy,  they  do  as  it  were  sow  seed 
for  a  crop.  When  men  sow  their  seed,  they  seem  to  throw  it 
away ;  yet  they  do  not  look  upon  it  as  thrown  away  ;  because, 
though  they  expect  not  the  same  again,  yet  they  expect  much 
more  as  the  fruit  of  it ;  and  if  it  be  not  certain  that  they  shall 
have  a  crop,  yet  they  are  willing  to  run  the  venture  of  it;  for 
that  is  the  ordinary  way  wherein  men  obtain  increase.  So  it  is 
when  persons  give  to  the  poor ;  though  the  promises  of  gaining 
thereby,  in  our  outward  circumstances,  perhaps  are  not  abso- 
lute :  yet  it  is  as  much  the  ordinary  consequence  of  it,  as  increase 
is  of  sowing  seed.  Giving  to  the  poor,  is  in  this  respect  com- 
pared to  sowing  seed,  in  Eccl.  xi.  6.  ^^  In  the  morning  sow  thy 
seed,  and  in  the  evening  withhold  not  thine  hand:  for  thou 
knowest  not  whether  shall  prosper,  either  this  or  that,  or  whe- 
ther they  both  shall  be  alike  good.'^  By  withholding  the  hand 
the  wise  man  means^  not  giving  to  the  poor,  (see  ver.  1 ,  2.)  It 
intimates,  that  giving  to  the  poor  is  as  likely  a  way  to  obtain 
prosperity  and  increase,  as  sowing  seed  in  a  neld. 

The  husbandman  doth  not  look  upon  his  seed  as  lost,  but 
is  glad  that  he  has  an  opportunity  to  sow  it.  It  grieves  him  not 
that  he  has  land  to  be  sown,  but  he  rejoices  in  it.  For  the  like 
reason  we  should  not  be  grieved  that  we  find  needy  people  to 
bestow  our  charity  upon;  for  this  is  as  much  an  opportunity  to 
obtain  increase  as  the  other. 

Some  may  think  this  is  strange  doctrine;  and  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  not  many  will  so  far  believe  it  as  to  give  to  the  poor 
with  as  much  cheerfulness  as  they  sow  their  ground.  However, 
it  is  the  very  doctrine  of  the  word  of  God,  2  Cor.  ix.  6,  7,  8. 
^'  But  this  I  say.  He  which  soweth  sparingly,  shall  reap  also 
sparingly :  and  he  which  soweth  bountifully,  shall  reap  also 
bountifully.  Every  man  according  as  he  purpo^eth  in  his 
heart  so  let  him  give ;  not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity ;  fo<*  God 
loveth  a  cheerful  giver.  And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace 
abound  towards  you ;  that  ye  always  having  all-sufficiency  in 
all  things,  may  abound  to  every  good  work.^' 


b50  PRACTICAL   SERMON'S. 

It  18  easy  with  God  to  make  up  to  men  what  the^  give  in 
charity.  Many  but  ]ittie  consider  how  their  prospenty  or  ill 
success  in  their  outward  affairs  depends  upon  Providence. 
Tftiere  are  a  thousand  turns  of  Providence  to  which  their  afiairs 
are  hablc%  whereby  God  may  either  add  to  their  outward  sub- 
stance or  diminish  from  it,  a  great  deal  more  than  they  are  or- 
dinarily called  to  give  to  their  neighbours.  How  easy  is  it  with 
God  to  diminish  what  they  possess  by  sickness  in  their  families, 
by  drought,  or  frost,  or  mildew,  or  vermin  ;  by  anfortaoate 
ac<5Sdent8,  by  entanglements  in  their  affairs,  or  disappointments 
in  their  business  !  And  how  easy  is  it  with  God  to  increase 
their  substance,  by  suitable  seasons,  or  by  health  and  strength; 
by  giving  them  fair  opportunities  for  promoting  their  interest  in 
their  dealings  with  men  ;  by  conducting  them  in  his  providence, 
so  that  they  attain  their  designs  ;  and  by  innumerable  other  ways 
which  might  be  mentioned !  How  often  is  it,  that  only  one  act 
of  Providence  in  a  man^s  affairs  either  adds  to  his  estate,  or  di- 
minishes from  it,  more  than  he  would  need  to  give  to  the  poor 
in  a  whole  yean 

God  hath  told  us,  that  this  is  the  way  to  have  his  blessing 
attending  our  affairs.  Thus,  in  the  text^  ver.  10.  ^^  Thou  shalt 
surely  give  him,  and  thine  heart  shalt  not  be  grieved,  when  thou 
givest  unto  him  ;  because  that  for  this  thing  the  Lord  thy  God 
shall  bless  thee  in  all  thy  works,  and  in  all  that  thou  puttest 
thine  hand  unto  ;^^  and  Prov.  xxii.  9.  ^^  He  that  hath  a  bounti- 
ful eye,  shall  be  blessed.'^  It  is  a  remarkable  evidence  bow 
little  many  men  realize  the  things  of  religion,  whatever  they  pre- 
tend ;  how  little  they  realize  that  the  scripture  is  the  word  of 
God,  or  if  it  be,  that  he  speaks  true ;  that  notwithstanding  all 
the  promises  made  in  the  scripture  to  bounty  to  the  poor,  yet 
they  are  so  backward  to  this  duty,  and  are  so  afraid  to  trust 
God  with  a  little  of  their  estates.  Observation  may  confirm  the 
same  thing  which  the  word  of  God  teaches  on  this  head.  God. 
in  his  providence,  generally  smiles  upon  and  prospers  those 
men  who  are  of  a  liberal,  charitable,  bountiful  spirit. 

6.  God  hath  threatened  to  follow  with  his  curse  those  who 
are  uncharitable  to  the  poor;  as  Prov.  xxviii.  27.  ^*  He  that 
giveth  to  the  poor  shall  not  lack  ;  but  he  that  hideth  his  eyes, 
shall  have  many  a  curse.^^  It  is  said,  he  Ihal  hideth  his  eyes, 
because  this  is  the  way  of  uncharitable  men ;  they  hide  their 
eyes  from  seeing  the  wants  of  their  neighbour.  A  charitable 
person,  whose  heart  disposes  him  to  bounty  and  liberaKty,  will 
be  quick-sighted  to  discern  the  needs  of  others.  They  will  not 
be  at  any  difficulty  to  find  out  who  is  in  want ;  they  will  see  ob- 
jects enough  of  their  charity,  let  them  go  whither  they  will. 

But  on  the  contrary,  be  that  is  of  a  niggardly  spirit,  so  that 
it  goes  against  the  anm  to  fpve  <  "  '■%  he  will  be  always  at 
a  loss  for  obj^  to  excuse  themselves 
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with  this,  that  they  find  not  any  one  to  give  to.  They  hide  their 
eyefi  and  will  not  see  their  neighbour's  wants.  If  a  particular 
object  is  presented,  they  will  not  very  readily  see  his  circum- 
stances ;  they  are  a  long  while  in  being  convinced  that  he  is  an 
object  of  charity.  They  hide  their  eyes ;  and  it  is  not  an  easy 
thing  to  make  them  sensible  of  the  necessities  and  distresses  of 
their  neighbour,  or  at  least  to  convince  them,  that  his  necessities 
are  such  that  they  ought  to  give  him  any  great  matter. 

Other  men,  who  are  of  a  bountiful  spirit,-  can  very  easily 
see  the  objects  of  charity ;  but  the  uncharitable  are  very  unapt 
both  to  see  the  proper  objects  of  charity,  and  to  see  their  obli- 
gations to  this  duty.  The  reason  is,  that  they  are  of  that  sort 
spoken  of  here  by  the  wise  man,  <Aey  hide  their  eyes.  Men  will 
readily  see,  where  they  are  willing  to  see ;  but  where  they  hate 
to  see,  they  will  hide  their  eyes. 

God  says,  such  as  hides  his  eyes  in  this  case  shall  have 
many  a  curse.  Such  an  one  is  in  the  way  to  be  cursed  in  soul 
and  body,  in  both  his  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs.  We  have 
shown  already,  how  those  that  are  charitable  to  the  poor  are  in 
the  way  of  being  blessed.  There  are  so  many  promises  of  the 
divine  blessing,  that  we  may  look  upon  it  as  much  the  way  to 
be  blessed  in  our  outward  concerns,  as  sowing  seed  in  a  field  is 
the  way  to  have  increase.  And  to  be  close  and  uncharitable,  is 
as  much  the  way  to  be  followed  with  a  curse,  as  to  be  chari- 
table, is  the  way  to  be  followed  with  a  blessing.  To  withhold 
more  than  is  meet,  tends  as  much  to  poverty  as  scattering  tends 
to  increase,  Prov.  xi.  24.  Therefore,  if  you  withhold  more 
than  is  meet,  you  cross  your  own  disposition,  and  will  frustrate 
your  own  eiid.  What  you  seek  by  withholding  from  your  neigh- 
bour, is  your  own  temporal  interest  and  outward  estate  ;  but  if 
you  believe  the  scriptures  to  be  the  word  of  God,  you  must  be- 
lieve that  you  cannot  take  a  more  direct  course  to  lose,  to  be 
crossed  and  cursed  in  your  temporal  interest,  than  this  of  with- 
holding from  your  indigent  neighbour. 

7.  Consider,  that  you  know  not  what  calamitous  and  ne- 
cessitous circumstances  you  yourselves  or  your  children  may  be 
in.  Perhaps  you  are  ready  to  bless  yourselves  in  your  hearts, 
as  though  there  were  no  danger  of  your  being  brought  into  ca- 
lamitous and  distressing  circumstances.  There  is  at  present 
no  prospect  of  it ;  and  you  hope  you  shall  be  able  to  provide 
well  for  your  children.  But  you  little  consider  what  a  shift- 
ing, changing,  uncertain  world  you  live  in,  and  how  often  it 
halh  so  happened,  that  men  have  been  reduced  from  the 
greatest  prosperity  to  the  greatest  adversity,  and  how  often  the 
children  of  the  rich  have  been  reduced  to  pinching  want. 

Agreeable  to  this  is  the  advice  that  the  wise  man  gives  us, 
Eccles.  zi.  1,  2.  ''Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters;  for  thou 
sbalt  find  it  after  many  days.     Give  a  portion  to  seven,  and 
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also  to  eight ;  for  thou  knowest  not  what  evil  shall  be  upon 
earth/'  Thou  koowest  not  what  calamitous  circumstances 
thou  mayest  be  in  thyseir4  in  this  changeable  uocertaiQ 
world.  You  know  not  what  circumstances  you  or  your 
children  ma^  be  brought  into  by  captivity,  or  other  unthought- 
of  providences*  Providence  governs  all  things.  Perhaps  ^ou 
may  trust  to  your  own  wisdom  to  continue  your  prospenty; 
but  you  cannot  alter  what  God  determines  and  orders  in  pro- 
vidence, as  in  the  words  immediately  following  the  foremen- 
tioned  text  in  Ecclesiastes ;  ^^  If  the  clouds  be  full  of  rain,  they 
empty  themselves  upon  the  earth:  and  if  the  tree  fall  towards 
the  south,  or  towards  the  north ;  in  the  place  where  the  tree 
falleth,  there  it  shall  be  ;'^  t.  e*  you  cannot  alter  the  determina* 
tions  of  Providence*  You  may  trust  to  your  own  wisdom  for 
future  prosperity  ;  but  if  God  have  ordained  adversity,  it  shall 
come  as  the  clouds  when  full  of  rain,  empty  themseh^es  upon  the 
earth  ;  so  what  is  in  the  womb  of  Providence  shall  surely  come 
to  pass.  And  as  Providence  casts  the  tree,  whether  towards 
the  south,  or  towards  the  north,  whether  for  prosperity  or  ad- 
versity, there  it  shall  be,  for  all  that  you  can  do  to  alter  it ; 
agreeably  to  what  the  wise  man  observes  in  chap*  vii.  ]3« 
"  Consider  the  work  of  God  :  for  who  can  make  that  straight 
which  he  hath  made  crooked  V^ 

This  consideration,  that  you  know  not  what  calamity  and 
necessity  you  may  be  in  yourselves,  or  your  children,  tends 
very  powerfully  to  enforce  this  duty  several  ways. 

].  This  may  put  you  upon  considering  how  your  hearts 
would  be  aflected,  if  it  should  so  be.  If  it  should  happen, 
that  you  or  «omc  of  your  children  should  be  brought  into  such 
circumstances,  as  those  of  your  neighbours,  how  grievous 
would  it  be  to  you  !  Now  perhaps  you  say  of  this  and  the 
other  poor  nei^hbour,  that  they  can  do  well  enough :  if  they 
be  pinched  a  little,  they  can  live*  Thus  you  can  make  light  of 
their  difficulties.  But  if  Providence  should  so  order  it,  that  you 
or  your  children  should  be  brought  into  the  same  circumstances, 
would  you  make  light  of  them  then?  Would  you  not  use 
^nother  sort  of  language  about  it  ?  Would  you  not  think  that 
your  case  was  such  as  needed  the  kindness  of  your  neighbours  ? 
Would  you  not  think  that  they  ought  to  be  ready  to  help  you  ? 
And  would  you  not  take  it  hardly,  if  you  saw  a  contrary  spirit 
in  them,  and  saw  that  they  made  light  of  your  difficulties  ? 

If  one  of  your  children  should  be  brought  to  poverty  by 
captivity,*  or  otherwise,  how  would  your  hearts  be  affected  in 

*The  author  repeatedly  briogs  in  this  id^a,  doubtless  because  J^Torthanmton^ 
the  place  where  the  author  li\ed,  was  at  that  t  me  a  frontier-town,  andsanered 
much  by  the  incureionn  of  the  Indians  from  Canada,  who  slaug^htered  wad  capti> 
vtted  the  people,  as  they  found  opportunity. 
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such  a  case  ?  If  you  should  hear  that  some  persons  had  taken 
pity  on  your  child,  and  had  been  very  bountiful  to  it,  would  you 
not  think  that  they  did  well  ?  Would  you  be  at  all  apt  to  ac- 
cuse them  of  folly  or  profuseness,  that  they  should  give  so  much 
to  it? 

2.  If  ever  there  should  be  such  a  time,  your  kindness  to 
others  now  will  be  but  a  laying  up  against  such  a  time.  If  you 
yourselves  should  be  brought  into  calamity  and  necessity,  then 
would  you  find  what  you  have  given  in  charity  to  others,  lying 
ready  in  store  for  you.  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  and 
thou  shalt  find  it  after  many  days,  says  the  wise  man.  But  when 
shall  we  find  it  ?  He  tells  us  in  the  next  verse ;  ^^  Give  a  portion 
to  seven,  and  also  to  eight;  for  thou  knowest  not  what  evil  shall 
be  upon  the  earth. ^^  Then  is  the  time  when  you  shall  find  it, 
when  the  day  of  evil  cometh.  You  shall  again  find  your  bread 
which  you  have  cast  upon  the  waters,  when  you  shall  want  it 
most,  and  stand  in  greatest  necessity  of  it.  God  will  keep  it 
for  you  against  such  a  time.  When  other  bread  shall  fail,  then 
God  will  bring  to  you  the  bread  which  you  formerly  cast  upon 
the  waters ;  so  that  you  shall  not  famish.  He  that  giveth  to  the 
poor  shall  not  lack. 

Giving  to  the  needy  is  like  laying  up  against  winter,  or 
against  a  time  of  calamity.  It  is  the  best  way  of  laying  up  for 
yourselves  and  for  your  children.  Children  in  a  time  of  need 
very  often  find  their  father^s  bread,  that  bread  which  their  fathers 
had  cast  upon  the  waters.  Psal.  xxxviii.  25.  ^'  I  have  been 
young  and  now  am  old,  yet  have  I  not  seen  the  righteous  for- 
saken, nor  his  seed  begging  bread. ^'  }Vhy  ?  what  is  the  reason 
of  it?  It  follows  in  the  next  verse,  '^He  is  ever  merciful  and 
lendeth,  and  his  seed  is  blessed.^' 

Whether  the  time  will  ever  come  or  not,  that  we  or  our 
children  shall  be  in  distressing  want  of  bread  ;  yet  doubtless  evil 
will  be  on  the  earth.  We  shall  have  our  times  of  calamity, 
wherein  we  shall  stand  in  great  need  of  God^s  pity  and  help,  if 
not  of  that  of  our  fellow-creatures.  And  God  hath  promised 
that  at  such  a  time,  he  that  hath  been  of  a  charitable  spirit  and 
praclicc.  shall  find  help,  Psalm  xli.  1 — 4.  ^^  Blessed  is  he  that 
considerelh  the  poor;  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of 
trouble.  The  Lord  will  preserve  him,  and  keep  him  alive,  and 
he  shall  be  blessed  upon  the  earth ;  and  thou  wilt^ot  deliver  him 
into  the  will  of  his  enemies.  The  Lord  will  strengthen  him 
upon  the  bed  of  languishing  :  thou  wilt  make  all  his  bed  in  his 
sickness. ^^  Such  as  have  been  merciful  and  liberal  to  others  in 
their  distress,  God  will  not  forget,  but  will  so  order  it,  that  they 
shall  have  help  when  they  are  in  distress.  Yea,  their  children 
shall  reap  the  fruit  of  it  in  the  day  of  trouble. 

3.  God  hath  threatened  uncharitable  persons,  that  if  ever 
they  come  to  be  in  calamity  and  distress,  thev  shall  be  left  help- 
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1  •  The  same  answer  may  be  made  to  this,  as  to  the  former 
objection,  viz.  That  you  may  as  well  make  the  same  objection 
against  doing  any  religious  or  moral  duty  at  all.  If  this  be  a 
sufficient  objection  against  deeds  of  charity,  then  it  is  a  sufficient 
objection  to  prayer ;  for  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  per- 
sons to  make  a  righteousness  of  their  prayers.  So  it  is  a  good 
objection  against  your  keeping  the  sabbath,  or  attending  any 
public  worship,  or  ever  reading  in  the  Bible ;  for  of  all  these 
things  you  are  in  danger  of  making  a  righteousness. — Yea,  if  the 
objection  be  good  against  deeds  of  charity,  then  it  is  as  good 
against  acts  of  justice  ;  and  you  may  neglect  to  speak  the  truth, 
may  neglect  to  pay  your  debts,  may  neglect  acts  of  common 
humanity  ;  for  of  all  those  things  you  are  in  danger  of  making  a 
righteousness.  So  that  if  your  objection  be  good,  you  may  throw 
up  all  religion,  and  live  like  heathens  or  atheists,  and  may  be 
thieves,  robbers,  fornicators,  adulterers,  murderers,  and  commit 
all  the  sins  that  you  can  think  of,  lest  if  you  should  do  otherwise, 
you  should  make  a  righteousness  of  your  conduct. 

2.  Your  objection  carries  it  thus,  that  it  is  not  best  for  you 
to  do  as  God  commands  and  counsels  you  to  do.  We  find  many 
commands  in  scripture  to  be  charitable  to  the  poor:  the  Bible 
is  full  of  them,  and  you  are  not  excepted  from  those  commands. 
God  makes  no  exception  of  any  particular  kinds  of  persons 
that  are  especially  in  danger  of  making  a  righteousness  of  what 
they  do  ;  and  God  often  directs  and  counsels  persons  to  this  duty* 
Now  will  you  presume  to  say  that  God  has  not  directed  you  to 
the  best  way  ?  He  has  advised  you  to  do  thus  ;  but  you  think  it 
not  best  for  you,  but  that  it  would  do  you  more  hurt  than  good, 
if  you  should  do  it.  You  think  there  is  other  counsel  better  than 
God^s,  and  that  it  is  the  best  way  for  you  to  go  contrary  to  God's 
command. 

Object.  III.  I  have  in  times  past  given  to  the  poor*  but 
never  found  myself  the  better  for  it.  1  have  heard  ministers 
preach,  that  giving  to  the  poor  was  the  way  to  prosper ;  but  I 
perceive  not  that  I  am  more  prosperous  than  I  was  before. — 
Yea,  I  have  met  with  many  misfortunes,  crosses,  and  disap- 
pointments in  my  affairs  since.  And  it  may  be  that  some  will 
say,  That  very  year,  or  soon  after  the  very  time  I  had  been 
giving  to  the  poor,  hoping  to  be  blessed  for  it,  I  met  with  great 
losses,  and  things  went  hardly  with  me  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not 
find  what  I  hear  preached  about  giving  to  the  poor,  as  being 
the  way  to  be  blessed  and  prosperous,  agreeable  to  my  ex- 
perience. 

To  this  objection  I  shall  answer  several  things  : 
].  Perhaps  you  looked  out  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise 
too  soon,  before  you  bad  fulfilled  the  condition  ;  as  particularly, 
perhaps  you  have  been  so  spairing  and  grudging  in  your  kind- 
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ncss  to  ilic  poor,  that  what  you  have  done  has  been  rather  a 
discovery  of  a  covetous,  niggardly  spirit,  than  of  any  bounty  or 
liberality.  The  promises  are  not  made  to  every  man  who 
gives  any  thing  at  all  to  the  poor,  let  it  be  ever  so  little  and 
after  what  manner  soever  given.  You  mistook  the  promises, 
if  you  understood  them  so.  A  man  may  give  something  to  the 
poor,  and  yet  be  entitled  to  no  promise,  either  temporal  or 
spiritual.  The  promises  are  made  to  mercif  and  liberality. 
But  a  man  may  give  something,  and  yet  be  so  niggardly  and 
grudging  in  it,  that  what  he  gives  may  be  as  the  apostle  calls 
it  a  matter  of  covetousness.  What  he  does  may  be  more  a 
manifestation  of  his  covetousness  and  closeness,  than  any  thing 
else.  But  there  are  no  promises  made  to  men's  expressing 
their  covetousness. 

Perhaps  what  you  gave  was  not  freely  given,  but  as  it 
were  of  necessity.  It  was  grudgingly;  your  hearts  were 
grieved  when  you  gave.  And  if  you  gave  once  or  twice  what 
was  considerable,  yet  that  doth  not  answer  the  rule.  It  may 
be  for  all  that,  that  in  the  general  course  of  your  lives  you  have 
been  far  from  being  kind  and  liberal  to  your  neighbours. 
Perhaps  you  thought  that  because  you  once  or  twice  gave  a 
few  shilling:J  to  the  poor,  that  then  you  stood  entitled  to 
the  promises. of  being  blessed  in  all  your  concerns,  and  of  in- 
creasing and  being  established  by  liberal  things ;  though  in 
the  general  you  have  lived  in  a  faulty  neglect  of  the  duty  of 
charity.  You  raise  objections  from  experience,  before  you 
have  made  trial.  To  give  once,  or  twice,  or  thrice,  is  not  to 
make  trial,  though  you  give  considerably.  You  cannot  make 
any  trial,  unless  you  become  a  liberal  person,  or  unless  you 
become  such  that  you  may  he  truly  said  to  be  of  a  liberal  and 
bountiful  practice.  Let  one  who  is  truly  such,  and  has  been 
such  in  the  general  course  of  his  life,  tell  what  he  hath  found 
by  experience. 

2.  If  you  have  been  liberal  to  the  poor,  and  have  met  with 
calamities  since,  yet  how  can  you  tell  how  much  greater  cala- 
mities and  losses  you  might  have  met  with,  if  you  had  been 
otherwise?  You  say  you  have  met  with  crosses,  and  disap- 
pointments, and  frowns.  If  you  expected  to  meet  with  no  trou- 
ble in  the  world,  because  you  gave  to  the  poor,  you  mistook 
the  matter.  Though  there  be  many  and  great  promises  made 
to  the  liberal,  yet  God  hath  no  where  promised,  that  they  shall 
not  find  this  world  a  world  of  trouble.  It  will  be  so  to  all. 
Man  is  born  to  sorrow,  and  must  expect  no  other  than  to  meet 
with  sorrow  here.  But  how  can  you  tell  how  much  greater 
sorrow  you  would  have  met  with,  if  you  had  been  close  and 
unmerciful  to  the  poor?  How  can  you  tell  how  much  greater 
losses  you  would  have  met  with  ?  How  much  more  vexation 
and  trouble  would  have  followed  you  ?  Have  none  ever  met 
with  greater  frowns  in  their  outward  affairs,  than  you  have  ? 
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3*  How  can  you  tell  what  blessings  God  hath  yet  in  reserve 
for  you,  if  you  do  but  continue  in  well-doing  ?  Although  God 
hath  promised  great  blessings  to  liberality  to  the  poor,  yet  he 
hath  not  limited  him$>elf  as  to  the  time  of  the  bestowment*  If 
you  have  not  yet  seen  any  evident  fruit  of  your  kindness  to  the 
poor,  yet  the  time  may  come  when  you  shall  see  it  remarkably, 
and  that  at  a  time  when  you  most  stand  in  need  of  it.  You 
cast  your  bread  upon  the  waters,  and  looked  for  it,  and  expect- 
ed to  find  it  again  presently.  And  sometimes  it  is  so ;  but  this 
is  not  promised :  it  is  promised,  '*'  Thou  shalt  find  it  again 
after  many  days.^'^  God  knows  how  to  choose  a  time  for  you, 
better  than  you  yourselves.  You  should  therefore  wait  his 
time.  If  you  go  on  in  well-doing,  God  may  bring  it  to  you 
when  you  stand  most  in  need. 

It  may  be  that  there  is  some  winter  coming,  some  day  of 
trouble  ;  and  God  keeps  your  bread  for  you  against  that  time ; 
and  then  God  will  give  you  good  measure,  and  pressed  down, 
and  shaken  together,  and  running  over.  We  must  trust  in 
God's  word  for  the  bestowment  of  the  promised  reward,  whe- 
ther we  can  see  in  what  manner  it  is  done  or  no.  Pertinent 
to  the  present  purpose  are  those  words  of  the  wise  man  in 
Eccles.  xi.  4.  ^^He  that  observeth  the  wind  shall  not  sow; 
and  he  that  regardeth  the  clouds  shall  not  reap.''  In  this  context 
the  wise  man  is  speaking  of  charity  to  the  poor,  and  com- 
paring it  to  sowing  seed  :  and  advises  us  to  trust  Providence 
for  success  in  that,  as  we  do  in  sowing  seed.  He  that  regard- 
eth the  winds  and  clouds,  to  prognosticate  thence  prosperity  to 
seed,  and  will  not  trust  Providence  with  it,  is  not  like  to  sow, 
nor  to  have  bread-corn.  So  he  that  will  not  trust  Providence 
for  the  reward  of  his  charity  to  the  poor,  is  like  to  go  without 
the  blessing.  After  the  words  now  quoted,  follows  his  advice 
ver.  6.  '^  In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the  evening 
withhold  not  thine  hand  ;  for  thou  knowest  not  whether  shall 
prosper,  cither  this  or  that,  or  whether  they  both  shall  be  alike 
good." — Therefore,  (Gal.  vi.9)  "  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well- 
doing ;  for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not."  You 
think  you  have  not  reaped  yet.  Whether  you  have  or  not,  go 
on  still  in  giving  and  doing  good  ;  and  if  you  do  so,  you  shall 
reap  in  due  time.  God  only  knows  the  due  time,  the  best  time 
for  you  to  reap. 

Object.  IV.  Some  may  object  against  charity  to  such  or 
such  particular  persons,  that  they  are  not  obliged  to  give  them 
any  thing;  for  though  they  be  need)*,  yet  they  are  not  in 
extremity.  It  is  true  they  meet  with  difficulty,  yet  not  so 
but  that  they  can  live,  though  they  suffer  some  hardships. — 
But, 
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difficulties,  and  suffer  hardships,  we  are  conceroed  for  our 
relief,  are  wont  to  seek  relief,  and  lay  ourselves  out  for  it. — 
and  as  we  would  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  we  ought 
in  like  manner  to  be  concerned  when  our  neighbour  is  under 
difficulty,  and  to  seek  his  relief.  We  are  wont  to  be  much 
concerned  about  our  own  difficulties,  though  we  be  not  reduced 
to  extremity,  and  are  willing  in  those  cases  to  lay  ourselves  out 
for  our  own  relief.  So,  as  we  would  love  our  neighbour  as 
ourselves,  we  should  in  like  manner  lay  out  ourselves  to  obtain 
relief  for  him,  though  his  difficulties  be  not  extreme. 

Object.  V.  Some  may  object  against  charity  to  a  par- 
ticular object,  because  he  is  an  ill  sort  of  person  ;  he  deserves 
not  that  people  should  be  kind  to  him  ;  he  is  of  a  very  ill  tem- 
per, of  an  ungrateful  spirit,  and  particularly,  because  he  hath 
not  deserved  well  of  them^  but  has  treated  them  ill,  has  been 
injurious  to  them,  and  even  now  entertains  an  ill  spirit  against 
them. 

But  we  are  obliged  to  relieve  persons  in  want,  notwith- 
standing these  things ;  both  by  the  general  and  particular  rules 
of  God^s  word. 

1  •  We  are  obliged  to  do  so  by  the  general  rules  of  scrip- 
ture.    I  shall  mention  two. 

(1.)  That  of  loving  our  neighbour  as  ourselves.  A  man 
may  be  our  neighbour^  though  he  be  an  ill  sort  of  man,  and 
even  our  enemy,  as  Christ  himself  teaches  us  by  his  discourse 
with  the  lawyer,  Luke  x.  25,  &c.  A  certain  lawyer  came  to 
Christ,  and  asked  him.  What  he  should  do  to  inherit  eternal 
life  ?  Christ  asked  him,  How  it  was  written  in  the  law  ?  He 
answers,  ^^  Thou  sbalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  souK  and  with  all  thy  strength,  and 
with  all  thy  mind ;  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.'^  Christ  tells 
him  that  if  he  shall  do  thus,  he  shall  live.  But  then  the  law- 
yer asks  him,  who  is  his  neighbour?  because  it  was  a  received 
doctrine  among  the  Pharisees,  that  no  man  was  their  neighbour, 
but  their  friends,  and  those  of  the  same  people  and  religion. — 
Christ  answen  him  by  a  parable,  or  story  of  a  certain  man, 
who  went  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among 
thieves,  who  stripped  him  of  his  raiment,  and  wounded  him, 
an^  departed  from  him,  leaving  him  half  dead.  Soon  after 
there  came  a  priest  that  way,  who  saw  the  poor  man  that  had 
been  thus  cruelly  treated  by  the  thieves  ;  but  passed  by  without 
affording  him  any  relief.  The  same  was  done  by  a  Levite. — 
But  a  certain  Samaritan  coming  that  way,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the 
half-dead  man,  had  compassion  on  him,  took  him  up,  bound  up 
his  wounds,  set  him  on  his  own  beast,  carried  him  to  the  inn, 
and  took  care  of  him,  paying  the  innkeeper  money  for  his  past 
and  future  expense ;  and  promising  him  still  more,  if  he  should 
find  it  necessary  to  be  at  more  expense  on  behalf  of  the  roan* 


560  PRACTICAL  SERMONS. 

Then  Christ  asks  the  lawyer,  which  of  these  three,  the 
priest,  the  Levite,  or  the  Samaritan,  was  neighbour  to  the  man 
that  fell  among  the  thieves.  Christ  proposed  this  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  lawyer  could  not  help  owning  that  the  Sama- 
ritan did  well  in  relieving  the  Jew,  that  he  did  the  duty  of  a 
neighbour  to  him.  Now,  there  was  an  inveterate  enmity 
between  the  Jews  and  the  Samaritans.  They  hated  one  another 
more  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world :  and  the  Samaritans 
were  a  people  exceedingly  troublesome  to  the  Jews  ;  yet  we 
see  that  Christ  teaches,  that  the  Jews  ought  to  do  the  part  of 
neighbours  to  the  Samaritans  ;  i.  e.  to  love  them  as  themselves  ; 
for  it  was  that  of  which  Christ  was  speaking. 

And  the  consequence  was  plain.  If  the  Samaritan  was 
neighbour  to  the  distressed  Jew,  then  the  Jews,  by  a  parity  of 
reason,  were  neighbours  to  the  Samaritans.  If  the  Samaritan 
did  well,  in  relieving  a  Jew  that  was  his  enemy  ;  then  the  Jews 
would  do  well  in  relieving  the  Samaritans,  their  enemies. — 
What  I  particularly  observe  is,  that  Christ  here  plainly  teaches 
that  our  enemies,  those  that  abuse  and  injure  us,  are  our  neigh- 
bours, and  therefore  come  under  the  rule  of  loving  our  neigh- 
bour as  ourselves. 

(2.)  Another  general  rale  that  obliges  us  to  the  same  thing, 
is  that  wherein  we  are  commanded  to  love  one  another,  as 
Christ  hath  loved  us.  We  have  it  in  John  xiii.  34.  ^^  A  new 
commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another ;  as  I 
have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another.^  Christ  calls  it 
a  new  commandment,  with  respect  to  that  old  commandment  of 
loving  our  neighbour  as  ourselves.  This  command  of  loving 
our  neighbour  as  Christ  hath  loved  us,  opens  our  duty  to  us  in 
a  new  manner,  and  in  a  further  degree  than  that  did.  We  must 
not  only  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  but  as  Christ  bath 
loved  us.  We  have  the  same  again,  John  xv.  12.  "  This 
is  my  commandment,  that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved 
you." 

Now,  the  meaning  of  this  is,  not  that  we  should  love  one 
another  to  the  same  degree  that  Christ  loved  us ;  though  there 
ought  to  be  a  proportion,  considering  our  nature  and  capacity ; 
but  that  we  should  exercise  our  love  one  to  another  in  like 
manner.  As,  for  instance,  Christ  hath  loved  us  so  as  to  be 
willing  to  deny  himself»  and  to  suffer  greatly,  in  order  to  h^lp 
us  ;  so  should  we  be  willing  to  deny  ourselves,  in  order  to 
help  one  another.  Christ  loved  us,  and  showed  us  great  kind- 
ness, though  we  were  far  below  him :  so  should  we  show  kind- 
ness to  those  of  our  fellow-men  who  are  far  below  us.  Christ 
denied  himself  to  help  us,  though  we  are  not  able  to  recompense 
him ;  so  should  we  be  willing  to  lay  out  ourselves  to  help  our 
neighbour  freely,  expecting  nothing  again.  Christ  loved  us, 
was  kind  to  us,  and  was  willing  to  relieve  us.  though  we  were 
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very  evil  and  baleful,  of  an  evil  disposition,  not  deserving  any 
goody  but  deserving  only  to  be  hated,  and  treated  with  indig- 
nation ;  so  we  should  be  willing  to  be  kind  to  those  who  are  of 
an  ill  disposition,  and  are  very  undeserving.  Christ  loved  us, 
and  laid  himself  out  to  relieve  us,  though  we  were  his  enemies, 
and  had  treated  him  ill ;  so  we,  as  we  would  love  one  another 
as  Christ  hath  loved  us,  should  relieve  those  who  are  our 
enemies,  hate  us,  have  an  ill  spirit  towards  us,  and  have  treated 
U8  ill. 

2.  We  are  obliged  to  this  duty  by  many  particular  rules. 
We  are  particularly  required  to  be  kind  to  the  unthankful  and 
to  the  evil ;  and  therein  to  follow  the  example  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  who  causes  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good, 
and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust.  We  are  obliged, 
not  only  to  be  kind  to  them  that  are  so  to  us,  but  to  them  that 
bate,  and  that  despitefully  use  us*  I  need  not  mention  the  par- 
ticular places  which  speak  to  this  effect. 

Not  but  that  when  persons  are  virtuous  and  pious,  and  of 
a  grateful  disposition,  and  are  friendly  disposed  towards  us,  they 
are  more  the  objects  of  our  charity  for  it,  and  our  obligation  to 
kindness  to  them  is  the  greater.  Yet  if  things  be  otherwise, 
that  doth  not  render  them  not  fit  objects  of  our  charity,  nor  set 
us  free  from  obligation  to  kindness  towards  them. 

Object.  VI.  Some  may  object  from  their  own  circumstances, 
that  they  have  nothing  to  spare ;  they  have  not  more  than 
enough  K>r  themselves. — I  answer, 

1.  It  must  doubtless  be  allowed,  that  in  some  cases  persons, 
by  reason  of  their  own  circumstances,  are  not  obliged  to  give  to 
others. — For  instance,  if  there  be  a  contribution  for  the  poor, 
they  are  not  obliged  to  join  in  the  contribution,  who  are  in  as  ' 
much  need  as  those  are  for  whom  the  contribution  is  made.  It 
savours  of  ridiculous  vanity  in  them  to  contribute  with  others 
for  such  as  are  not  more  needy  than  they.  It  savours  of  a  proud 
desire  to  conceal  their  own  circumstances,  and  an  affectation  of 
having  them  accounted  above  what  they  in  truth  are. 

2.  There  are  scarcely  any  who  may  not  make  this  objec- 
tion, as  they  interpret  it.  There  is  no  person  who  may  not  say, 
he  has  not  more  than  enough  for  himself,  as  he  may  mean  by 
etiough.  He  may  intend,  that  he  has  not  more  than  he  desires, 
or  more  than  he  can  dispose  of  to  his  own  advantage ;  or  not  so 
much,  but  that,  if  he  had  any  thing  less,  be  should  look  upon 
himself  in  worse  circumstances  than  he  is  in  now.  He  will  own, 
that  he  could  live  if  he  had  less ;  but  then  he  will  say  he  could 
not  live  so  well.  Rich  men  may  say,  they  have  not  more  than 
enough  for  themselves,  as  they  may  mean  by  it.  They  need  it 
all,  tbay  may  say,  to  support  their  honour  and  dignity,  as  is  pro- 
per for  the  place  and  degree  in  which  they  stand.    Those  who 
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are  poor,  to  be  sure,  will  say,  they  have  not  too  much  for  tbem« 
selves ;  those  who  are  of  the  middle  sort  will  say,  they  have  not 
too  much  for  themselves  ;  and  the  rich  will  say,  they  have  not 
too  much  for  themselves.  Thus  there  will  be  none  foand  to 
give  to  the  poor. 

3.  In  many  cases,  we  may,  by  the  rules  of  the  gospel,  be 
«  obliged  to  give  to  others,  when  we  cannot  do  it  without  suffer- 
ing ourselves ;  as,  if  our  neighbour's  difficulties  and  necessities 
be  much  greater  than  our  own,  and  we  see  that  be  is  not  like 
to  be  otherwise  relieved,  we  should  be  willing  to  suffer  with 
him,  and  to  take  part  of  his  burden  on  ourselves ;  else  bow  is 
that  rule  of  hearing  one  another^ s  burdens  fulfilled  ?     If  we  be 
never  obliged  to  relieve  others^  burdens,  but  when  we  can  do  it 
without  burdening  ourselves,  then  how  do  we  bear  our  neigb- 
bour's  burdens,  when  we  bear  no  burden  at  all  ?     Though  we 
may  not  have  a  superfluity,  yet  we  may  be  obliged  to  afford  re- 
lief to  others  who  are  in  much  greater  necessity ;  as  appears  by 
that  role,  Luke  iii.  11.     ^*  He  that  hath  two  coats,  let  him  im- 
part to  him  that  hath  none ;  and  he  that  hath  meat,  let  him  do 
likewise." — Yea,  they  who  are  very  poor  may  be  obliged  to 
give  for  the  relief  of  others  in  much  greater  distress  than  tbey. 
If  there  be  no  other  way  of  relief,  those  who  have  the  li^test 
burden  are  obliged  still  to  take  some  part  of  their  nei^bonr's 
burden,  to  make  it  the  more  supportable.     A  brother  mav  be 
obliged  to  help  a  brother  in  extremity,  though  they  are  both 
very  much  in  want.     The  apostle*  commends  the  .Macedonian 
Christians,  that  they  were  liberal  to  their  brethren,  though  they 
themselves  were  in  deep  poverty :  2  Cor.  viii.  1,2.     ^^  More- 
over, brethren,  we  do  you  to  wit  of  the  grace  of  God  bestowed 
on  the  churches  of  Macedonia :  how  in  a  great  trial  of  affliction, 
the  abundance  of  their  joy,  and  their  deep  poverty,  abounded 
unto  the  riches  of  their  liberality. 

4.  Those  who  have  not  too  much  for  themselves  are  will* 
ing  to  spare  seed  to  sow,  that  they  may  have  fruit  hereafter. 
Perhaps  they  need  that  which  they  scatter  in  the  field,  and 
seem  to  throw  away-  They  may  need  it  for  bread  for  their 
families  ;  yet  they  will  spare  seed  to  sow,  that  they  may  pro- 
vide for  the  future,  and  may  have  increase.  But  we  have  al- 
ready shown,  that  giving  to  the  poor  is  in  scripture  compared 
to  sowing  seed,  and  is  as  much  the  way  to  increase  as  the  sow- 
ing of  seed  is.  It  doth  not  tend  to  poverty,  but  the  contrary ; 
it  is  not  the  way  to  diminish  our  substance,  but  to  increase  it« 
All  the  difficulty  in  this  matter  is  in  trusting  God  with  what  we 

5;ive,  in  trusting  his  promises.     If  men  could  but  trust  the  faith- 
illness  of  God  to  his  own  promises,  they  would  give  freely. 

Object.  VII.  Some  may  object  concerning  a  particular 
person,  that  they  do  not  certainly  know  whether  be  be  an  ob- 
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ject  of  charity  or  not*  They  are  not  perfectly  acquainted  with 
bis  circumstances  ;  neither  do  they  know  what  sort  of  man  he 
is.  They  know  not  whether  he  be  in  want  as  he  pretends. 
Or,  if  they  know  this,  they  know  not  how  he  came  to  be  in 
want ;  whether  it  were  not  by  his  own  idleness  or  prodigality. 
Thus  they  argue  that  they  cannot  be  obliged,  till  they  certainly 
know  these  things. — I  reply, 

1.  This  is  NabaPs  objection,  for  which  he  is  greatly  con- 
demned in  scripture ;  see  1  Sam.  xxv.  David  in  his  exiled 
state  came  and  begged  relief  of  Nabal.  Nabal  objected,  vcr. 
10,  11.  ^' Who  is  David  ?  and  who  is  the  son  of  Jesse?  There 
be  many  servants  now-a-days,  that  break  away  every  man  from 
his  master.  Shall  I  then  take  my  bread  and  my  water,  and  my 
flesh  that  I  have  killed  for  my  shearers,  and  give  it  unto  men, 
whom  1  know  not  whence  they  be  ?''  His  objection  was,  thai 
David  was  a  stranger  to  him  ;  he  did  not  know  who  he  was,  noi* 
what  his  circumstances  were.  He  <did  not  know  but  that  be 
was  a  runaway;  and  he  was  not  obliged  to  support  and  harbour 
a  runaway.  He  objected,  that  he  knew  not  that  he  was  a  pro- 
per object  of  charity ;  that  he  knew  not  but  that  he  was  vcry 
much  the  contrary. 

But  Abigail  no  way  countenanced  bis  behaviour  herein, 
but  greatly  condemned  it.  She  calls  him  a  man  of  Belial,  and 
says  that  he  was  as  his  name  was ;  Nabal  was  his  name,  and 
folly  was  with  him.  And  her  behaviour  was  very  contrary  to 
his ;  and  she  is  greatly  commended  for  it.  The  Holy  Ghost 
tells  us  in  that  chapter,  ver.  3,  That  she  was  a  woman  of  a  good 
understanding.  At  the  same  time  God  exceedingly  frowned 
on  NabaPs  behaviour  on  this  occasion,  as  we  are  informed 
that  about  ten  days  after  God  smote  Nabal  that  he  died ; 
ver.  38. 

This  story  is  doubtless  told  us  partly  for  this  end,  to  dis- 
countenance too  great  a  scrupulosity  as  to  the  object  on  whom 
we  bestow  our  charity,  and  the  making  of  this  merely  an  ob- 
jection against  charity  to  others,  that  we  do  not  certainly  know 
their  circumstances.  It  is  true,  when  we  have  opportunity 
to  become  certainly  acquainted  with  their  circumstances,  it  is 
well  to  embrace  it ;  and  to  be  influenced  in  a  measure  by  pro- 
bability in  such  cases,  is  not  to  be  condemned.  Yet  it  is  bet- 
ter to  give  to  several  that  arc  not  objects  of  charit}^,  than  to 
send  awav  empty  one  that  is. 

2.  We  are  commanded  to  be  kind  to  strangers  whom  we 
know  not,  nor  their  circumstances.  This  is  commanded  in 
many  places  ;  but  I  shall  mention  only  one ;  Heb.  xiii.  3.  ^^  Be 
not  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers  ;  for  thereby  some  have 
entertained  angels  unawares.'^  by  strangers  here  the  apostle 
means  one  whom  we  know  not,  and  whose  circumstances  we 
know  not ;  as  is  evident  by  these  words,  ^^  for  thereby  some 
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have  entertained  angels  unawares/'  Those  who  enieriaiDed 
angels  unawares,  did  not  know  the  persons  whom  they  enter- 
tained, nor  their  circumstances  ;  else  how  could  it  be  unawares? 

Object.  VIII.  Some  may  say  they  are  not  obliged  to 
give  to  the  poor,  till  they  ask.  If  any  man  is  in  necessity,  let 
him  come  and  make  known  his  straits  to  me,  and  then  it  will 
be  time  enough  for  me  to  give  him.  Or  if  he  need  a  public 
contribution,  let  him  come  and  ask.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
congregation  or  church  is  obliged  to  relieve  till  they  ask  relief. 
— 1  answer, 

1.  It  surely  is  the  most  charitable,  to  relieve  the  needy  in 
that  way  wherein  we  shall  do  them  the  greatest  kindness. 
Now  it  is  certain  that  we  shall  do  them  a  greater  kindness  by 
inquiring  into  their  circumstances,  and  relieving  them,  without 
putting  them  upon  begging.  There  is  none  of  us  but  who, 
if  it  were  their  case,  would  look  upon  it  more  kind  in  our 
neighbours,  to  inquire  into  our  circumstances,  and  help  us 
of  their  own  accord.  To  put  our  neighbours  upon  be^ng 
in  order  to  relief,  is  painful.  It  is  more  charitable,  more  bro- 
therly, more  becoming  Christians  and  the  disciples  of  Jesus, 
to  do  it  without.  I  think  this  is  self  evident,  and  needs  no 
proof. 

2.  This  is  not  agreeable  to  the  character  of  the  liberal 
man  given  in  scripture,  viz.  that  devises  liberal  things.  Isa. 
xxxii.  8.  It  is  not  to  devise  liberal  things,  if  we  n^lect  all 
liberality  till  the  poor  come  a  begging  to  us.  But  to  inauire, 
who  stand  in  need  of- our  charity,  and  to  contrive  to  relieve 
them  in  the  way  that  shall  do  them  the  greatest  kindness; 
that  is  to  devise  liberal  things. 

3.  We  should  not  commend  a  man  for  doing  so  to  his 
own  brother.  If  a  man  had  an  own  brother  or  sister  in  great 
straits,  and  he  were  well  able  to  supply  them,  under  the  pre- 
tence, that  if  he  or  she  want  any  thing,  let  them  come  and 
ask,  and  I  will  give  theih  ;  we  should  hardly  think  such  an 
one  behaved  like  a  brother^  Christians  are  commanded  to  love 
as  brethren,  to  look  upon  oxic  another  as  brethren  in  Christ,  and 
to  treat  one  another  as  such. 

4.  We  should  commend  others  for  taking  a  method  con- 
trary to  that  which  is  proposed  by  the  objector.  If  we  should 
hear  or  read  of  a  people  who  were  so  charitable,  who  took 
such  care  of  the  poor,  and  were  so  concerned  that  none  among 
them  should  suffer,  who  were  proper  objects  of  charity ;  that 
they  were  wont  diligently  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of 
their  neighbours,  to  find  out  who  were  needy,  and  liberally 
supplied  ihem  of  their  own  accord  ;  I  say  if  we  should  hear 
or  read  of  such  a  people,  would  it  not  appear  well  to  us  ? 
Should  not  we  have  the  better  thought  of  that  people,  on  that 
account  ? 
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Object.  IX.  He  has  brought  himself  to  want  by  his  own 
fault. — In  reply,  it  must  be  considered  what  you  mean  by  his 
fault. 

1.  If  you  mean  a  want  of  a  natural  faculty  to  manage 
affairs  to  advantage,  that  is  to  be  considered  as  his  calamity. 
Such  a  faculty  is  a  gift  that  God  bestows  on  some,  and  not  on 
others ;  and  it  is  not  owing  to  themselves.  You  ought  to  be 
thankful  that  God  hath  given  you  such  a  gift,  which  he  hath 
denied  to  the  person  in  question.  And  it  will  be  a  very  suitable 
way  for  you  to  show  your  thankfulness,  to  help  those  to  whom 
that  gift  is  denied,  and  let  them  share  the  benefit  of  it  with  >ou. 
This  is  as  reasonable  as  that  he  to  whom  Providence  has 
imparted  sight,  should  be  willing  to  help  him  to  whom  sight 
is  denied ;  and  that  he  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  sight  of 
others,  who  has  none  of  his  own  ;  or,  as  that  he  to  whom  God 
hath  given  wisdom  should  be  willing  that  the  ignorant  should 
have  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge. 

2.  If  they  have  been  reduced  to  want  by  some  oversight, 
and  are  to  be  blamed  that  they  did  not  consider  for  them- 
selves better :  yet  that  doth  not  free  us  from  all  obligation  to 
charity  towards  them.  If  we  should  for  ever  refuse  to  help 
men  because  of  that,  it  would  be  for  us  to  make  their  incon* 
siderateness  and  imprudent  act,  an  unpardonable  crime,  quite 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  gospel,  which  insist  so  much  upon 
forgiveness. — We  should  not  be  disposed  so  highly  to  resent 
such  an  oversight  in  any  for  whom  we  have  a  dear  afiection,  as 
our  children,  or  our  friends.  We  should  not  refuse  to  help 
them  in  that  necessity  and  distress,  which  they  brought  upon 
themselves  by  their  own  inconsiderateness.  But  we  ought  to 
have  a  dear  afiection  and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  all  our 
fellow  Christians,  whom  we  should  love  as  brethren,  and  as 
Christ  hath  loved  us. 

3.  If  they  are  come  to  want  by  a  vicious  idleness  and 
prodigaUty  ;  yet  we  are  not  thereby  excused  from  all  obligation 
to  rehcve  them,  unless  they  continue  in  those  vices.  If  they 
continue  not  in  those  vices,  the  rules  of  the  gospel  direct  us  to 
forgive  them ;  and  if  their  fault  be  foi^iven,  then  it  will  not 
remain  to  be  a  bar  in  the  way  of  our  charitably  relieving  them. 
If  we  do  otherwise,  we  shall  act  in  a  manner  very  contrary  to 
the  rule  of  loving  one  another  as  Christ  hath  loved  us.  Now 
Christ  hath  loved  us,  pitied  us,  and  greatly  laid  out  himself  to 
relieve  us  from  that  want  and  misery  which  we  t wrought  on  our- 
selves by  our  own   folly  and  wickedness.     We  foolishly  and 

■  perversely  threw  away  those  riches  with  which  we  were  pro- 
vided, upon  which  we  might  have  lived  and  been  happy  to  all 
eternity. 

4.  If  they  continue  in  the  same  courses  still,  yet  that  doth 
not  excuse  us  from  charity  to  their  families  that  are  innocent. 
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them ;  therefore  some  argue,  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  par- 
ticular persons  to  exercise  any  charity  this  way.  They  say, 
the  case  is  not  the  same  with  us  now,  as  it  was  in  the  primitive 
church;  for  then  Christians  were  under  an  Heathen  govern- 
ment :  and  however  the  charity  of  Christians  in  those  times  be 
much  to  be  commended ;  yet  now,  by  reason  of  our  different 
cifcumstances,  there  is  no  occasion  for  private  charity  ;  because, 
in  the  state  in  which  Christians  now  are»  provision  is  made  for 
the  poor  otherwise. — This  objection  is  built  upon  these  two 
suppositions,  both  which  I  suppose  are  false. 

1  •  That  the  towns  are  obliged  by  law  to  relieve  every  one 
who  otherwise  would  be  an  object  of  charity.  This  I  suppose 
to  be  false,  unless  it  be  supposed  that  none  are  proper  objeots 
of  charity,  but  those  that  have  no  estate  left  to  live  upon,  which 
is  very  unreasonable,  and  what  I  have  already  shown  to  be  false, 
in  answer  to  the  fourth  objection,  in  showing  that  it  doth  not 
answer  the  rules  of  Christian  charity,  to  relieve  only  those  who 
are  reduced  to  extremity. 

Nor  do  I  suppose  it  was  ever  the  design  of  the  law,  re- 
quiring the  various  towns  to  support  their  own  poor,  to  cut  oif 
all  occasion  for  Christian  charitv  :  nor  is  it  fit  there  should  be 
such  a  law.  It  is  fit  that  the  law  should  make  provision  for 
those  that  have  no  estates  of  their  own  ;  it  is  not  fit  that  persons 
who  are  reduced  to  that  extremity  should  be  left  to  so  pre- 
carious a  source  of  supply  as  a  voluntary  charity.  They  are 
in  extreme  necessity  of  relief,  and  therefore  it  is  fit  that  there 
should  be  something  sure  for  them  to  depend  on.  But  a 
voluntary  charity  in  this  corrupt  world  is  an  uncertain  thing. 
Therefore  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  did  not  think  fit  to 
leave  those  who  are  so  reduced,  upon  such  a  precarious  founda- 
tion for  subsistence.  But  I  suppose  not  that  it  was  ever  the 
design  of  the  law  to  make  such  provision  for  all  that  are  in 
want,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  Christian  charity. 

2.  This  objection  is  built  upon  another  supposition,  which 
is  equally  false,  viz.  That  there  are  in  fact  none  who  are  proper 
objects  of  charity,  but  those  that  are  relieved  by  the  town.  Let 
the  design  of  the  law  be  what  it  will,  yet  if  there  are  in  fact 
persons  who  are  so  in  want,  as  to  stand  in  need  of  our  charity, 
then  that  law  doth  not  free  us  from  obligation  to  relieve  them 
by  our  charity.  For  as  we  have  just  now  shown,  in  answer  to 
the  last  objection,  if  it  more  properly  belong  to  others  to 
relieve  them  than  us ;  vet  if  they  do  it  not,  we  are  not  free.  So 
that  if  it  be  true,  that  it  belongs  to  the  town  to  relieve  all  who 
are  proper  objects  of  charity ;  yet  if  the  town  in  fact  do  it  not, 
we  are  not  excused. 

If  one  of  our  neighbours  suffers  through  the  fault  of  a 
particular  person,  of  a  thief  or  robber,   or  of  a   town,    it 
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alters  not  the  case :  but  if  he  suffer  and  be  without  relief,  it  ii 
an  act  of  Chri>^tian  charity  in  us  to  relieve  him.  Now  it  is  too 
obvious  to  be  denied,  that  there  are  in  fact  persons  so  in  want, 
that  it  would  be  a  charitable  act  io  us  to  help  them,  notwith- 
standing all  that  is  done  by  the  town.  A  man  must  hide  hit 
mental  eyes,  to  think  otherwise* 
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THE  NATURE  AND  END  OF  EXCOMMUNICATION. 


1  Cor,  v.  11. 

BtU  now  I  have  writUn  unto  yoth  not  to  keep  company^  if  any 
man  that  is  called  a  brother  be  a  fornicators^  or  covetous^  or 
an  idolater,  or  a  railer,  or  a  drunkard^  or  an  extortioner  ; 
with  such  an  one,  no  not  to  eat. 

The  apostle  reproves  the  church  at  Corinth  for  not  excom- 
municatiDg  an  oflTending  person ;  and  directs  them  speedily  to 
cast  him  out  from  among  them ;  thus  delivering  him  to  Satan.  He 
orders  them  to  purge  out  such  scandalous  persons,  as  the  Jews 
were  wont  to  purge  leaven  out  of  their  houses  when  they  kept 
the  passover.  In  the  text  and  two~  foregoing  verses,  he  more 
particularly  explains  their  duty  with  respect  to  such  vicious 
persons,  and  enjoins  it  on  them  not  to  keep  company  with  such* 
But  then  shows  the  difference  they  ought  to  observe  in  their 
carriage  towards  those  who  were  vicious  among  the  heathen 
who  had  never  joined  with  the  church,  and  towarcb  those  of  the 
same  vicious  character  who  had  been  their  professed  brethren ; 
see  ver.  9 — 1.2,  "  I  wrote  unto  you  not  to  company  with  for- 
nicators. Yet  not  altogether  with  the  fornicators  of  this  world, 
or  with  the  covetous,  or  extortioners,  or  with  idolaters,  for  then 
must  ye  needs  go  out  of  the  world.  But  now  I  have  written 
unto  you,  not  to  keep  company,  if  any  man  that  is  called  a  bro- 
ther be  a  fornicator,  or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  railer,  or 
a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner ;  with  such  an  one,  no  not  to  eat*'^ 

In  the  words  of  the  text  we  may  observe, 

1.  The  duty  enjoined ;  including  the  behaviour  required, 
negatively  expressed,  not  to  keep  company  ;  and  the  manner  or 

I,  no  not  to  eat» 

2.  The  object ;  a  fornicator,  or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or 
a  railer,  or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner.  We  are  not  to 
understand  merely  these  particular  vices,  but  also  any  other 
gross  sins,   or  visible  wickedness.      It  is  evident,   that  the 
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apostle  Uere,  and  la  tbe  context,  intends  that  we  sbouH 
elude  out  of  our  company  all  those  who  are  visibly  w» 
men.  For  in  the  foregoing  verses  he  expresses  his  meaning 
by  this,  that  we  should  purge  out  the  old  leaven;  and  ct- 
plaining  what  he  means  by  leaven,  he  includes  all  visible 
wickedness ;  as  in  ver.  C.  "  Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feast,  not 
with  old  leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickeJiteti, 
but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sincerity  and  truth." 

Another  thing  by  which  tbe  object  of  this  behaviour  or 
dealing  is  characterized  is,  that  he  be  one  that  is  calltd  a 
brother,  or  one  that  hath  been  a  professed  Christian,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church. 

Doctrine.  Those  members  of  the  visible  Christian  church 
who  are  become  visibly  wicked,  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  (be 
cbarcb,  but  should  be  excommunicated. 

In  handling  this  subject,  I  shall  speak,  (1.)  Of  the  nature 
of  excommunication ;  (2.)  Of  tbe  subject ;  and  (3.)  Of  the  ends 
of  it. 

1. 1  shall  say  something  of  the  nature  of  exconiinDiucation. 
Itis  a  punishment  executed  in  the  name  and  according  to  the  will 
of  Christ,  whereby  a  person  who  bath  heretofore  enjoyed  tbe 
privileges  of  a  member  of  the  visible  church  of  Cbrist^  is  casl 
out  of  the  church  and  delivered  unto  Satan.  It  is  a  punishment 
inflicted  ;  it  is  expressly  called  a  punishment  by  the  apostle,  in 
2  Cor.  ii.  G.  Speaking  of  the  excommunicated  Corinthian,  be 
says,  "  Sufficient  to  such  a  man  is  this  punishment."  For 
though  it  be  not  designed  by  man  for  the  destruction  of  tbe  per- 
son, but  for  his  correction,  and  soisof  thenatoreofacastigatOTy 
punishment,  at  least  so  far  as  it  is  inflicted  by  men  ;  yet  it  is  in 
itself  a  great  and  dreadful  calamity,  and  the  most  severe  punish- 
ment that  Christ  bath  appointed  in  the  visible  church.  Allhoagh 
in  it  tbe  church  is  to  seek  only  the  good  of  the  person  and  bis  re- 
covery from  sin — there  appearing,  'upon  proper  trial  no  reason 
to  hope  for  his  recovery  by  gentler  means — yet  it  is  at  God'i 
sovereign  disposal,  whether  it  shall  issue  in  bis  bamiliatioD 
and  repentance,  or  in  his  dreadful  and  eternal  destruction }  as 
it  always  doth  issue  in  the  one  or  the  other.  In  (be  defifutiwt 
of  excommunication  now  given,  two  things  are  chiefly  worthy 
of  consideration  ;  viz,  wherein  lliis  punishment  consult,  and  by 
Tohom  it  is  inflicted. 

First,  I  would  show  whercm  this  punishment  cooaiftl  j 
and  it  is  observable  that  there  is  in  it  something  privative,  and 
Bometbing;'osi(iii(;- 

Firsl,  There  is  something  privative  in  excommaaicatioo, 
Tthich  consists  in  being  deprived  of  a  benefit  beretofore    ' 
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joyed.  This  part  of  the  punishment,  in  the  Jewish  church. 
was  called  putting  out  of  the  synagogue^  John  xvi.  2.  The 
word  synagogue  is  of  the  same  signification  as  the  word  church* 
So  this  punishment  in  the  Christian  church  is  called  casting 
out  of  the  chufch.  The  apostle  John,  blaming  Diotrephes 
for  inflicting  thi?  punishment  without  cause,  says,  3  John  v*  10. 
'^  He  casteth  them  out  of  the  church/'  It  is  sometimes  ex- 
pressed by  the  churches  withdrawing  from  a  member,  2  Thess. 
iii.  6.  'VNow  we  command  you,  brethren,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  withdraw  yourselves  from  every 
brother  that  walketh  disorderly.^' 

The  privative  part  of  excommunication  consists  in  being 
ctU  off  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  God's  visible 
people.  The  whole  world  of  mankind  is  divided  into  these 
two  sorts,  those  that  are  God's  visible  people  ;  and  those 
that  are  of  the  visible  kingdom  of  Satan.  Now  it  is  a  great 
privilege  to  be  within  the  visible  church  bf  Christ.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  very  doleful  to  be  without  this  visible  kingdom, 
to  be  cut  off  from  its  privileges,  treated  as  belonging  to  the  vi- 
sible kingdom  of  Satan.     For, 

1.  They  are  cut  off  from  being  the  objects  of  that  charity 
of  God's  people  which  is  due  to  Christian  brethren.  They  are 
not  indeed  cut  off  from  all  the  charity  of  God's  people,  for  all 
men  ought  to  be  the  objects  of  their  love.  But  I  speak  of  the 
brotherly  charity  due  to  visible  saints. — ^Charity  as  the  apostle 
represents  it,  is  the  bond  by  which  the  several  members  of  the 
church  of  Christ  are  united  together :  and  therefore  he  calls  it 
the  bond  of  perfectness ;  Col.  iii.  14.  *'  Put  on  charity,  which  is 
the  bond  of  perfectness.''  But  when  a  person  is  justly  excom- 
municated, it  is  like  a  physician's  cutting  off  a  diseased  member 
from  the  body ;  and  then  the  bond  which  before  united  it  to  the 
body  is  cut  or  broken.  A  scandal  is  the  same  as  a  stumbling- 
block  ;  and  therefore  while  the  scandal  remains,  it  obstructs  the 
charity  of  others :  and  if  it  finally  remain  after  proper  endeavours 
to  remove  it,  then  it  breaks  their  charity,  and  so  the  offender  is 
cut  off  from  the  charitable  opinion  and  esteem  of  the  church. 
It  cannot  any  longer  look  upon  him  as  a  Christian,  and  so  re- 
jects him  ;  therefore  excommunication  is  called  a  rejection, 
Tit.  iii.  10.  "A  man  that  is  an  heretic?  alter  the  first  and 
second  admonition,  reject.^^  TIm's  implied  that  the  church 
disapproves  the  person  ^  *  Cjiristian :  it  cannot  any  longer 
charitably  look  «F^^  ^™  ^^  *  saint,  or  fellow-worshipper 
of  God,  and  can  do  no  other  than,  on  the  contrary,  esteem, 
him  an  enemy  of  God ;  and  so  doth  openly  withdraw  its  charity 
from  him,  ceasing  to  acknowledge  him  as  a  fellow-christian,  any 
more  than  the  heathens.  He  is  also  cut  off  from  that  honour 
which  is  due  to  brethren  and  fellow-christians.  To  be  a  visible 
Christian  is  an  honourable  character ;  but  excommunicated  per* 
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sons  forfeit  this  honour.  Christians  ought  not  to  pay  that  honour 
and  respect  to  them,  which  they  pay  to  others ;  but  should  treat 
them  as  unworthy  of  that  honour*  that  they  may  be  ashamed. 
Christ  tells  us,  they  should  ^'  be  unto  us  as  heathen  men  and 
publicansy^'  (Matt,  xviii.  17.)  which  implies  a  withdrawing  from 
them  that  common  respect  which  we  pay  to  others.  We  ought 
to  treat  them  so  as  to  let  them  plainly  see  that  we  do  not  count 
them  worthy  of  it,  to -put  them  to  shame. 

Much  love  and  complacency  is  due  to  those  whom  we  are 
obliged  in  charity  to  receive  as' saints,  because  they  are  visi- 
ble Christians.  But  this  complacency  excommunicated  per- 
sons forfeit.  We  should  still  wish  well  to  them,  and  seek  their 
good.  Excommunication  itself  is  to  be  performed  aa  an  act  of 
benevolence.  We  should  seek  their  good  by  it :  and  it  is  to 
be  used  as  a  mean  of  their  eternal  salvation.  But  compla*" 
cency  and  delight  in  them  as  visible  Christians  is  to  be  with- 
drawn ;  and  on  the  contrary  they  are  to  be  the  objects  of  dis- 
placency,  as  visibly  and  apparently  wicked.  We  are  to  cast 
them  out  as  an  unclean  thing  which  defiles  the  church  of  God. 
— In  this  sense  the  psalmist  professes  a  hatred  of  those  who 
were  the  visible  enemies  of  God.  Psal.  Cxxxix.  21,  33.  ^^Do 
I  not  hate  them,  O  Lord,  that  hate  thee  ?  And  am  I  not  grieved 
with  those  that  rise  up  against  thee  ?  I  hate  them  with  per- 
fect hatred.^'  Not  that  he  hated  them  with  a  hatred  of  malice 
or  ill-will,  but  with  displacency  and  abhorrence  of  their  wick- 
edness. In  this  respect  we  ought  to  be  the  children  of  our  Fa- 
ther who  is  in  heaven,  who  though  he  loves  many  wicked  men 
with  a  love  of  benevolence,  yet  cannot  love  them  with  a  love  of 
complacency.  Thus  excommunicated  persons  are  cut  off  from 
the  charity  of  the  church. 

2.  They  are  cut  off  also  from  the  society/  which  Chris- 
tians have  together  as .  brethren.  Thus  we  are  commanded 
to  withdraw  from  such ;  2  Thess.  iii.  6.  To  avmd  them ; 
Rom.  xvi.  1 7.  To  have  no  company  with  them  :  2  Thess.  iii.  1 4. 
And  to  treat  them  as  heathens  ana  publicans ;  Matt,  xviii.  17. 
The  people  of  God  are*  as  much  as  may  be,  to  withdraw  from 
them  as  to  that  common  society  which  is  proper  to  subsist 
among  Christians. — Not  that  they  should  avoid  speaking  to 
them  on  any  occasion.  All  manner  and  all  degrees  of  society 
are  not  forbidden  ;  but  aU  unnecessary  society,  or  such  as  is 
wont  to  be  among  those  who  cleVtght  in  the  company  of  each 
other.  We  should  not  associate  ourselves  with  them  so  as  to 
make  th^m  our  companions.  Yea,  there  ought  toWigQch  an 
avoiding  of  their  company  as  may  show  great  dislike. 

Particularly,  we  are  forbidden  such  a  d^;ree  of  associating 
ourselves  with  them,  as  there  is  in  making  them  our  guests  at 
our  tables,  or  in  being  their  guests  at  their  tables  ;  as  is  mani- 
fest in  the  text,  where  we  are  coipmanded  to  have  no  company 
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with  them  no  not  to  eat.  That  this  respects  not  eating  with 
them  at  the  Lord^s  supper,  but  a  common  eating,  is  evident 
by  the  words,  that  the  eating  here  forbidden,  n  one  of  ttie 
lowest  degrees  of  keeping  company,  which  are  forbidden. 
Keep  no  company  with  such  an  one,  saith  the  apostle,  no  not 
to  eat:  As  much  as  to  say,  no  not  in  so  low  a  degree  as  to  eat 
with  him*  But  eating  with  him  at  the  Lord^s  supper,  is  the 
very  highest  degree  of  visible  Christian  communion.  Who 
can  suppose  that  the  apostle  meant  this,  Take  heed  and  have 
no  company  with  a  man,  no  not  so  much  as  in  the  highest 
degree  of  communion  that  you  can*  have  ?  Besides,  the  apostle 
mentions  this  eating  as  a  way  of  keeping  company  which  how- 
ever, they  might  hold  with  Uie  heathen.  He  tells  them,  not  to 
keep  company  with  fornicators ;  then  he  informs  them,  he 
means  not  with  the  fornicators  of  this  world,  that  is,  the  heath- 
ens ;  bat,  saith  he,  ^  if  any  man  that  is  called. a  brother  be  a  for- 
nicator, &c«  with  such  an  one  keep  no  company,  no  not  to  eatV 
Tlus  makes  it  most  apparent,  that  the  apostle  doth  not  mean 
eating  at  the  Lord's  table :  for  so  they  might  not  keep  company 
with  the  heathens,  any  more  than  with  an  excommunicated 
person.    Here  naturally  arise  two  questions. 

Quest.  1.'  How  far  are  the  church  to  treat  excommuni- 
cated persons  as  they  would  those  who  never  have  been  of  the 
visible  church  ?  I  answer,  they  are  to  treat  them  as  heathens, 
excepting  in  these  two  things,  in  which  there  is  a  difference  to 
be  observed. 

1.  They  are  to  have  a  greater  concern  for  their  welfare 
still,  than  if  they  never  had  been  brethren,  and  therefore  ought 
to  take  more  pains,  by  admonitions  and  otherwise,  to  reclaim 
and  save  them,  than  they  are  obliged  to  take  towards  those 
who  have  been  always  heathens.;  This  seems  manifest  by 
that  of  the  apostle,  3  Thess.  iii.  14,  15.  ^^  And  if  any  man 
obey  not  our  word  by  this  epistle,  note  that  man,  and  have  no 
company  with  him,  that  he  may  be  ashamed.  Yet  count  him 
not  as  an  enemy,  but  admonish  him  as  a  brother.  ^^  The  con- 
sideration that  he  hath  been  a  brother  heretofore,  and  that  we 
have  not  finally  cast  him  off  from  that  relation,  but  that  we  are 
stiU  hoping  and  using  means  for  his  recovery,  obliges  us  to 
concern  ourselves  more  for  the  good  of  his  soul  than  for  those 
with  whom  we  never  had  any  such  connexion ;  and  so  to  pray  for 
him,  and  to  take  pains  by  admonishing  him. — The  very  reason 
of  the  thing  shows  the  same.  For  this  very  ordinance  of 
excommunication  is  used  for  this  end,  that  we  ma^  thereby 
obtain  the  good  of  the  person  excommunicated.  And  surely 
we  should  be  more  concerned  for  the  good  of  those  who  have 
been  our  brethren,  and  who  are  now  under  the  operation  of 
means  used  by  us  for  their  good,  than  for  those  with  whom  we 
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never  had  any  special  connexioii*  Thas,  there  should  be  more 
oi  tbe  love  of  beocvolence  exercised  towards  persons  excom- 
mmucated,  than  towards  those  who  never  were  members  of 
Jie  church. — But  then, 

:2»  On  the  other  hand,  as  to  what  relates  to  the  love  of 
complacence,  they  ought  to  be  treated  with  greater  displacency 
and  disrespect  than  the  heathen.  This  is  plain  by  the  text  and 
context*  For  the  apostle  plainly  doth  not  require  of  us  to. 
avoid  the  company  of  the  heathen,  or  the  fornicators  of  the 
world,  but  expressly  requires  us  to  avoid  the  company  of  any 
brother  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  of  the  vices  pointed  out  in 
the  text,  or  any  other  like  them. — This  is  also  plain  by  the 
reason  of  the  thing.  For  those  who  have  once  been  visible 
Christians,  and  have  apostatized  and  cast  off  that  visibility,  de- 
serve to  be  treated  with  more  abhorrence  than  those  who  have 
never  made  any  pretensions  to  Christianity.  The  sin  of  such, 
in  apostatizing  from  their  profession,  is  more  aggravated,  than 
the  sin  of  those  who  never  made  any  profession.  They  far 
more  dishonour  religion,  and  are  much  more  abhorred  of  God. 
Therefore  when  Christ  says,  Matt,  xviii.  17.  ^  Let  him  be  un- 
to  thee  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican,*'  it  is  not  meant  that 
we  should  treat  an  excommunicated  brother  as  Christians  ought 
to  treat  heathens  and  publicans  ;  for  they  mi^t  eat  with  them, 
as  Christ  himself  did ;  and  the  apostle  gives  leave  to  eat  with 
soch,  1  Cor.  X.  27.  and  in  the  context  gives  leave  to  keep  com- 
pany with  such;  yet  forbids  to  eat  with  an  excommunicated 
person. — Christ's  meaning  must  be,  that  we  should  treat  an  ex- 
communicated person,  as  the  Jews  were  wont  to  treat  the 
heathens  and  publicans ;  and  as  the  disciples  had  been  always 
taught  among  the  Jews^  and  brought  up,  and  used  to  treat  them. 
They  would  by  no  means  eat  with  publicans  and  sinners;  they 
would  not  eat  with  the  Gentiles,  or  with  the  Samaritans. 
Therefore  Peter  durst  not  eat  with  the  Gentiles  when  the  Jews 
were  present;  Gal.  ii.  12. 

Quest.  II.  What  kindness  and  respect  may  and  ought  to 

be  shown  to  such  persons  ? — I  answer,  There  are  some  things 

Hy  which  the  members  of  the  church  are  obliged  to  show  kind- 

•ic«»  tu  them ;  and  these  things  are  chiefly,  to  pray  for  them, 

Lud  to  ttdmonish  them. — And  the  common  duties  and  offices  of 

iuuamaiiiv   ou^ht  to  be  performed  towards  them :  such  as  re- 

'i^>u%-  ihctti  when  they  arc  sick,  or  under  any  other  distress ; 

^%ui^  iht^iA  those  benefits  of  human  society,  and  that  help, 

«^jg^  M^  uc^dful  for  the  support  and  defence  of  pieir  lives 

^^  j^li|^4\.  — ^Thc  duties  of  natural  and  civil  relations  are 

j^^i 4.  i^f  VH^r^oniMHl  towards  them.     Excommunication  doth* 

»f«f  ^^dMith-M^^vo  from  the  obligation  of  duty  to  their  parents. 

,  ijJf^^n  VlT"  v*-"-^*"*^^  affection  and  rare  toward  their  child- 
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ren.  Nor  are  husbands  and  wives  released  from  the  duties 
proper  to  their  relation.  And  so  of  all  other  less  relations, 
whether  natural,  domestic,  or  civil. 

3.  They  are  cut  off  from  the  fellowship  of  the  Christian 
church.  The  true  notion  of  the  visible  church  of  Christ,  is 
that  part  of  mankind,  which,  as  his  people,  is  united  in  uphold- 
ing  bis  appointed  worship.  And  the  notion  of  a  particular 
visible  church  of  Christ  is  a  particular  society  of  worshippers, 
or  of  visible  saints^  united  for  the  social  worship  of  Goa  ac- 
cording to  his  institutions  or  ordinances.  One  great  and  main 
privilege  then,  which  the  members  of  such  a  church  enjoy,  is 
fellowship  in  the  worship  which  God  hath  appointed  m  his 
church.  But  they  that  are  excommunicated  are  cut  off  from 
this  privilege,  they  have  no  fellowship,  no  communion  with  the 
people  of  God  in  any  part  of  their  worship. 

He  who  is  the  mouth  of  the  worshipping  congregation  in 
offering  up  public  prayers,  is  the  mouth  only  of  the  worshipping 
society ;  but  the  excommunicated  are  cast  out  of  that  society. 
The  church  may  and  ought  to  pray /or  such;  but  they  cannot 
have  fellowship  with  such  in  prayer.  The  minister,  when 
speaking  in  prayer,  doth  not  speak  in  their  name ;  he  speaks 
only  in  the  name  of  the  united  society  of  visible  saints  or  wor- 
shippers. If  the  people  of  God  were  to  put  up  prayers  in  their 
name,  it  would  imply  a  receiving  of  them  into  charity,  or  that 
they  charitably  looked  upon  them  as  the  servants  or  worship- 
pers of  God.  But,  as  was  observed  before,  excommunicated 
persons  are  in  this  respect  cast  out  of  the  charity  of  the  church, 
and  it  looks  upon  them  as  wicked  men  and  enemies  of  God, 
and  treats  them  as  such. 

So  when  a  congregation  of  visible  saints  join  in  singing  the 
praises  of  God,  as  the  psalmist  says,  Psal.  xxxiv.  3.  ^^  Let  us 
extol  his  name  together  ;^'  they  do  it  only  as  joining  with  those 
who  are  in  their  charitable  estimation,  fellow-servants  and  fel- 
low-worshippers of  God.  They  dx>  it  not  as  joining  with 
heathens ;  nor  do  the  people  of  God  say  to  the  open  enemies  of 
God,  remaining  such,  ''  Come  let  us  extol  his  name  together  ;^' 
but  they  say  it  to  their  brethren  in  God^s  service.  If  we  ought 
not  to  join  with  excommunicated  persons  in  familiar  society, 
much  less  ought  we  to  hold  fellowship  with  them  in  solemn 
worship,  though  they  may  he  present. 

4.  There  are  privileges  of  a  more  internal  nature,  which 
those  who  are  members  of  the  visible  church  enjoy,  from 
which  excommunicated  persons  are  cut  off.  They  being  God^s 
covenant  people,  are  in  the  way  of  covenant-blessings :  and 
therefoce  have  more  encouragement  to  come  to  God  by  prayer 

.  for  any  mercy  they   need.     The  visible  church   is  the  peo- 

Ele  among  whom  God  hath  set  his  tabernacle,  and  among  whom 
e  is  wont  to  bestow  his  blessings.    But  the  excommunicated 
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are  in  a  sense,  cast  ont  of  God^s  sight,  into  a  land  of  banish- 
ment, as  Cain  was,  though  not  debarred  from  common  m^ois. 
Gen.  iv.  14,  16.  They  are  not  in  the  way  of  those  smiles  of 
Providence,  those  tokens  of  God^s  favoar^  and  that  light  of 
God's  countenance,  like  those  who  are  within.  Nor.  as  tiiey 
are  cast  out  from  among  God^s  covenant  people,  have  they  the 
divine  covenant  to  plead,  as  the  members  of  the  church  have. 
—-Thus  far  I  have  considered  the  privative  part  of  the  pun- 
ishment  of  excommunication.— rl  now  proceed, 

SscoNDLT,  to  the  positive  part,  which  is  expressed  by 
being  delivered  to  Satan,  in  verse  5.  By  which  two  thtngp 
seem  to  be  signified : . 

1  •  A  beine  delivered  over  to  the  calamities  to  which  they 
are  subject,  who  belong  to  the  visible  kingdom  of  die  devil. 
As  they  who  are  excommunicated  are  thrust  Qut  from  among 
the  visible  people  of  God ;  so  they  are  to  be  looked  upon,  in 
most  respects,  at  least,  as  being  in  the  miserable,  deplorable 
circumstances  in  which  those  are  who  are  under  the  visible 
tyranny  of  the  devil,  as  the  heathens  are*  And  in  many  re* 
spects,  they  doubtless  suffer  the  cruel  tyranny  of  the  devil,  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  their  condition,  being  cast  out  into  his 
visible  kingdom. 

^.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  God  is  wont  to  make 
the  devil  the  instrument  of  those  peculiar,  severe  chastisements 
which  their  apostacy  deserves.  As  they  deserve  more  severe 
chastisement  than  tne  heathens,  and  are  delivered  to  Satan  for 
the  destruction  of  the  flesh ;  so  we  may  well  suppose,  either 
that  God  is  wont  to  let  Satan  loose,  sorely  to  molest  them  out- 
wardly or  inwardly,  and  by  such  severe  means  to  destroy  the 
flesh,  and  to  humble  them ;  or  that  he  suffers  the  devil  to  take 
possession  of  them  dreadfully  to  harden  them,  and  so  to  destroy 
them  for  ever.  For  although  what  men  are  to  aim  at,  is  only 
the  destruction  cff  the  flesh,  yet,  whether  it  shall  prove  the 
destruction  of  the  flesh,  or  the  eternal  and  more  dreadful  de- 
struction of  themselves,  is  at  God^s  sovereign  disposal. — So 
much  for  the  nature  of  excommunication. 

Thirdlt,  I  come  to  show  by  whom  this  punishment  is  to 
be  inflicted. 

1.  When  it  is  regularly  and  duly  inflicted,  it  is  to  be  looked 
upon  as  done  by  Christ  himself.  That  is  imported  in  the  defi- 
nition, that  it  is  according  to  his  mll^  and  to  the  directions  of 
his  word.  And,  therefore,  he  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  principal 
in  it,  and  we  ought  to  esteem  it  as  really  and  truly  from  him, 
as  if  he  were  on  earth  personally  inflicting  it. 

2.  As  it  is  inflicted  by  men,  it  is  only  done  ministerially. 
They  do  not  act  of  themselves  in  Uiis,  any  more  than  in  preach- 
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iDg  ttie  word.  When  the  word  is  preached,  it  is  the  word  of 
Christ  which  is  spoken,  as  the  preaclicr  speaks  in  Uic  name  of 
Christ,  as  his  ambassador.  So  when  a  church  excommunicuttM 
a  member,  the  church  acts  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  by  his 
authority,  not  by  its  own.  It  is  governed  by  his  will,  not  by 
its  own.  Indeed  it  is  only  a  particular  application  of  the  word 
of  Christ. — Therefore  it  is  promised,  that  when  it  is  duly  done, 
it  shall  be  confirmed  in  heaven  ;  t.  e.  Christ  will  confirm  it,  by 
•  acknowledging  it  to  be  his  own  act;  and  he  will,  in  his  futurr 
providence,  have  regard  to  what  is  done  thus  as  done  by  him- 
self: he  will  look  on  the  person,  and  treat  him  as  cast  out  and 
delivered  to  Satan  by  himself;  and  if  he  repent  not,  will  fur 
ever  reject  him;  Matt,  xviii.  18.  '*  Verily  I  say  unto  you, 
Whatsoever  ye  shall  bind  on  earth,  shall  be  bound  in  heaven."' 
John  XX.  23.  "  Whose  soever  sins  ye  retain,  they  arc  retained." 
— 1  shall  now  as  was  proposed, 

II.  Endeavour  to  show  who  are  the  proper  siJijtcia  of  ex- 
communication. They  are  those  members  of  the  church  who 
are  now  become  visibly  wicked  ;  for  the  very  name  and  nature 
of  the  visible  church  show,  that  it  is  a  societv  of  visible  saints, 
or  visibly  holy  persons.  When  any  of  these  visible  saints 
become  visibly  wicked  men,  they  ought  to  be  cast  out  of  the 
church.  Now  the  members  of  the  church  become  visibly 
wicked  by  these  two  things : 

1.  By  gross  sin*  Saints  may  be  guilty  of  other  sins,  and 
very  often  are,  without  throwing  any  just  stumbhng-biock  in 
the  way  of  public  charity,  or  of  the  charity  of  their  Christian 
brethren.  The  common  failures  of  humanity,  and  the  daily 
short  comings  of  the  best  of  men,  do  not  ordinarily  obstruct  tnc 
charity  of  their  brethren ;  but  when  they  fall  into  any  gross  sin, 
ttAa  effect  follows  ;  for  we  naturally  argue,  that  he  who  hath  com- 
mitted some  gross  sin,  hath  doubtless  much  more  practised  less 
said  more  secret  sins  ;  and  so  we  doubt  concerning  the  sound- 
ness and  sincerity  of  his  heart.  Therefore  all  those  who  com- 
mit any  gross  sin,  as  they  obstruct  the  charity  of  their  brethren 
are  proper  subjects  of  discipline :  and  unless  they  confess  their 
nn,  an^  manifest  their  repentance,  are  proper  subjects  of  ex- 
communication.—This  leads  me  to  say, 

2.  That  the  members  of  the  church  do  especiall  v  become 
visibly  wicked,  when  they  remain  impenitent  in  their  sins, 
after  proper  means  used  to  reclaim  them.  Merely  being 
guilty  of  any  gross  sin,  is  a  stumbling  block  to  charity,  onless 
repentance  immediately  succeed  ;  but  especially  when  the 
gailtj  person  remains  olistiiiate  and  contumacioos ;  in  such  a 
case  be  is  most  cleariy^a  visibly  wicked  person,  and  tberetorf: 
to  be  dealt  with  as  such ;  to  be  cast  out  into  the  wicked  world, 
flie  kingdom  of  Satan  where  he  appear?  to  below-— 5^r  m 
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contumacy  in  gross  sins  only  a  sufficient  ground  of  eicofti* 
munication.  In  the  text  the  apostle  commands  us  to  inflict 
this  censure,  not  only  on  those  who  are  guilty  of  the  giMs 
sins  of  fornication,  idolatry,  and  drunkenness,  but  also^  on 
those  who  are  guilty  of  covetousuess,  railing  and  extortion, 
which  at  least  in  some  degrees  of  them,  are  too  generally 
esteemed  no  very  heinous  crimes.  And  in  Rom.  xvi.^  17* 
the  same  apostle  commands  the  church  to  excommunicate 
^^  them  who  cause  divisions  and  offences,  contrary  to  the  doc* 
trine  they  had  learned  ;^'  and  in  2  Thess.  iii.  14.  to  exconuDuni- 
cate  everyone  who  should  ''  not  obey  his  word  by  the  episfle*'' 
Now  according  to  these  precepts,  every  one  who  doth  not  ob- 
serve the  doctnne  of  the  aposUes,  and  their  word  contained  in 
their  epistles,  and  so,  by  parity  of  reason,  the  divine  instmctioDS 
contained  in  the  other  parts  of  scripture,  is  to  be  excommui- 
cated,  provided  he  continue  impenitent  and  cootumacioai* 
So  that  contumacy  and  impenitence  in  any  real  and  manifest  sin 
whatsoever,  deserve  excommunication. 

III.  I  come  to  speak  of  the  ends  of  this  ecclesiastical  cen- 
sure.   The  special  ends  of  it  are  these  three. 

1.  That  the  church  may  be  kept  pure,  and  the  ordinances 
of  God  not  to  be  defiled.  This  end  is  mentioned  in  the  con- 
text, verse  6,  &c.  '*  Know  ye  not  that  a  little  leaven  leaveneth 
the  whole  lump  ?  Purge  out  therefore  the  old  leaven,  that  ye 
may  be  a  new  lump,  as  ye  are  unleavened.  Therefore  let  aa 
keep  the  feast,  not  with  old  leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of 
malice  and  wickedness,  but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sin- 
cerity and  tnith.^'  When  the  ordinances  of  God  are  defiled 
by  the  toleration  of  wicked  men  in  the  church,  God  the  Father, 
Jesus  Christ  the  head  and  founder  of  the  church,  the  religion 
of  the  gospel,  and  the  church  itself,  are  dishonoured  and  ex- 
posed to  contempt.  And  that  the  other  members  tbeoiseJvea 
may  not  be  defiled,  it  is  necessary  that  they  bear  a  testimony 
against  sin,  by  censuring  it  whenever  it  appears  among  them, 
especially  in  the  grosser  acts  of  wickedness.  If  they  nc^ect  so 
to  do,  they  contract  guilt  by  the  very  neglect ;  and  not  only  so, 
but  they  expose  themselves  to  learn  the  same  vices  which  they 
tolerate  in  others ;  for  ^'  a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole 
lump.^'  Hence  that  earnest  caution  of  the  apostle,  Heb.  xii.  16. 
'^  Looking  diligently,  lest  any  man  fail  of  the  grace  of  God ;  lest 
any  root  of  bitterness  springing  up,  trouble  you,  and  thereiy 
many  be  defiled. ^^ 

2.  That  others  may  be  deterred  from  wickedness.  As  the 
neglect  of  proper  censure,  with  respect  to  visibly  wicked  diarch 
members,  tends  to  lead  and  encourage  others  to  commit  the 
same  wickedness ;  so  the  infliction  of  proper  censure  tends  to 
restrain  others,  not  only  from  the  same  wickedness,  bat  firom 
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sin  in  generaL  Tbi»  therefore  is  repeatedly  mentioned  as  one 
end  of  the  panishmeots  appointed  to  be  inflicted  hj  the  law  of 
Moses:  Dent.  xiii.  11.  ''And  all  Israel  shall  hear,  and  fear, 
and  shall  do  no  more  such  wickedness  as  this  is  among  you.*^ 

3.  That  the  persons  themselves  may  be  reclaimedl  and  that 
their  souls  may  be  saved.  When  other  more  gentle  means 
have  been  qsed  in  vain,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  church  to 
use  this,  which  is  more  severe,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  con- 
viction, shame,  and  humiliation;  and  that,  by  being  rejected 
and  avoided  by  the  church,  and  treated  with  disrespect,  they 
may  be  convinced  how  the^  deserve  to  be  for  ever  disownea 
of  God ;  that  by  being  delivered  unto  Satan,  the^  may  learn 
how  they  deserve  for  ever  to  be  delivered  up  to  him ;  that  by 
his  being  made  the  instrument  of  their  chastisement,  they  may 
learn  how  they  deserve  to  be  tormented  by  him,  without  any  j^ 
rest  day  or  night,  for  ever  and  ever.  This,  with  the  coun-  ^/^ 
sels  and  admonitions  by  which  it  is  to  be  followed,  is  Ae  lasfc 
mean  that  the  church  is  to  use,  in  order  to  reclaim  those  mem- 
bers which  are  become  visibly  wicked.  If  this  be  inefl^taal, 
what  is  next  to  be  expected  is  destruction  without  remedy. 


APPLICATION. 

I  shall  apply  this  subject  in  a  brief  use  of  exhortation  to 
this  church,  to  maintain  strictly  the  proper  discipline  of  the 
gospel  in  general,  and  particularly  tluit  part  of  it  which  con- 
sists in  excommunication.  To  this  end  1  shall  just  suggest  to 
you  the  following  motives. 

1.  That  if  you  tolerate  visible  wickedness  in  your  mem- 
bers, you  will  greatly  dishonour  God,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  religion  which  you  profess,  the  church  in  general,  and 
yourselves  in  particular.     As  those  members  of  the  church  who 

Sractise  wickedness,  bring  dishonour  upon  the  whole  body,  so 
o  those  who  tolerate  them  in  it.  The  language  of  it  is,  Uiat 
God  doth  not  require  holiness  in  his  servants ;  that  Christ  doth 
nQt  require  it  in  his  disciples ;  that  the  religion  of  the  gospel  is 
not  a  holy  religion ;  that  the  church  is  not  a  body  of  holy  ser- 
vants of  God ;  and  that  this  church,  in  particular,  hath  no  regard 
to  holiness  or  true  virtue. 

2.  Your  own  good  loudly  calls  you  to  the  same  thing. 
From  what  hath  been  already  said,  you  see  how  liable  you,  as 
individuals,  will  be  to  catch  the  contagion,  which  is  easily  com* 
municated  by  reason  of  the' natural  depravity,  in  a  degree  at 
least,  remaining  in  the  best  of  men.  Beside,  if  strict  discipline 
be  maintained  among  you,  it  will  not  only  tend  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  wickedness,  but  to  make  you  more  fruitful  in  holiness. 
If  you  know  that    the  eyes  of  your  brethren    observe  all 
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